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A DAY OF PRAYER FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.
A t  the beginning of the year we referred with thankfulness to the manner in which God 
had disposed the hearts of His servants to respond to the invitation to join in supplication 
for an increase of Missionary labourers, and it is now with deepest interest that we hear 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury having appointed December 3rd of this year with a 
similar object.

The Archbishop has expressed his concurrence in the opinion of the Committee of the 
Church Missionary Society, that it is unadvisable to set apart for this purpose an 
annually recurring day, yet, \yith the cordial response of last year before him— the open 
doors that are presenting themselves in so many quarters— and, we cannot but add, the 
deepened sense of obligation to preach the Gospel to every creature that seems to be 
growing in the Church of Christ, we are not surprised that His Grace should have 
considered that there was ample justification for repeating the invitation of last year.

W e rejoice very greatly to hear that the day has been chosen, after communication 
with the representatives of several of our great Protestant Missionary Societies, besides 
those of the Church of England, so that we have good reason to hope that the observance 
of December 3rd in this year will be yet more general and more hearty than was that 
of December 20th in last year, and bring down a yet more abundant blessing. W c  
cannot but think that the day has been chosen wisely— it will be found, we believe, in 
most places, to be a convenient day of the week— being the one generally reserved for 
the week-day service— it is sufficiently removed from Christmas not to interfere with the 
engagements that sufficiently occupy that sacred season, while, at the same time, the 
interval is long enough to allow of the announcement being made in the most distant 
Missions. Its occurrence also in the first week of Advent is peculiarly appropriate. 
W e are glad to observe, further, that it falls at the period of the full-moon, which, 
though of secondary importance, will probably materially affect the attendance in very 
many of our country villages.

W e are informed that the Committee of the Church Missionary Society have no 
intention of publishing any further suggestions as to the mode of its observance. They 
think it better to leave their friends and supporters free to make their own arrangements 
according to the circumstances of different localities.

W e are disposed, however, to think that many of our readers will be glad to be 
reminded of the suggestions the Committee were led to issue last year in the form of a 
circular letter. As that letter has not appeared in our pages we print it below.

W e trust that it may please the Great Head of the Church to bestow a rich measure 
of the Spirit of Prayer upon the Church at large, and that the impetus given to 
Missionary work may thus receive fresh acceleration. The spirit of praise ought also 
to be largely present. Marked tokens of the Divine favour have been received by the 
Society in the present year, in the increase of the funds placed at their disposal, as well 
as in the number of labourers who have offered themselves for the work. May the 
voice of thanksgiving be mingled everywhere with the voice of supplication— none 
forgetting how the Lord Himself has said, “ Whoso offereth Me praise, he glorifieth 
Me.”
Circular Letter to Secretaries o f Associations, 

containing Hints and Suggestions for the 
Observance of the 20tli December, 1872, the 
Day proposed for Special Prayer for an 
increased supply of Missionary Labourers 
in the Church of England.

Dear Sir,—The indications that have 
reached the Committee of the deep and wide

spread interest with which the invitation to 
special prayer for more labourers has been 
received, have been welcomed by them with 
much thankfulness as a marked token for 
good, and as an encouragement to expect 
much at the hands of our faithful God.

The Committee would have been quite 
content to have left the arrangements as to

R
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the manner of observing the day in the bands 
of local friends, both on account of the 
widely differing circumstances of different 
localities, and from their confidence that no 
plans would be approved by members of the 
Society which were not in full harmony with 
its well-known Evangelical principles. Such 
an earnest desire has, however, been evinced 
by many that the Parent Committee should 
give some expression of their views on the 
subject, that they cannot decline to offer a 
few hints and suggestions ; offered the more 
readily, as being mainly gleaned from the 
communications of Associations and friends 
in different parts of the country. At the 
same time they desire to have it distinctly 
understood that they are only suggestions, and 
that they have no wish to control or to fetter 
the action of their friends, if other methods 
than those suggested should appear in any 
particular case better calculated to effect the 
desired object.

1. They would suggest then, first, that the 
sermons on the preceding Sunday, the third 
in Advent, should have special reference to 
the day of prayer, setting forth such subjects 
as the revealed purpose of God in the evange
lization of the whole world (Matt. xxiv. 14; 
Rom. xvi. 26); the great need that exists for  
more labourers (Romans x. 14); the complete 
dependence o f the Church upon God the Holy 
Ghost for  f t  and able ministers (Eph. iv. 8—  
12); and the obligation laid upon us by the 
Great Head of the Church Himself to malce 
supplications on this behalf (Matt. ix. 36—  
38).

2. That the point to be aimed at in every 
place should be not so much large gatherings 
of persons, as the promotion of union of spirit

. and of desire, at the Throne of Grace, in those 
who know what access to the Father is in spirit 
and in truth, and whose hearts are set on the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
With this view such persons should be ear
nestly exhorted to give the subject the first 
place that day in their own private prayers 
and at their family worship. Once at least 
in the day— the evening is suggested as the 
time when in most places the larger number 
would be able to attend—it seems most 
desirable that a Prayer Meeting should 'be 
held in every parish where two or three can 
be found to claim the Redeemer’s promise. 
In a town or city, as well as in country places 
where several of the Society’s Associations 
are clustered together, an aggregate Meeting 
might also be arranged, and in some cases 
probably, a service in some central church.

In this case it is suggested that the Church 
Service, which may now, with the Bishop’s 
sanction, be one adapted to the occasion, 
would in most instances be more conveniently 
arranged for the morning; the aggregate 
Prayer Meeting for the afternoon, and the 
Parochial Prayer Meeting for the evening. In 
some places it is intended to commence the 
day with an early administration of the Lord’s 
Supper.

3. That in the conduct of the Prayer 
Meetings, several prayers by different per
sons, short and to the point, are usually to 
be preferred to one of greater length. The 
introduction at intervals of singing, the read
ing of a few suitable verses of the Word of 
God, or the delivery of short earnest addresses, 
seems also most desirable; or one address 
might be given at the commencement of the 
Meeting, and the rest of the time occupied in 
alternate singing and prayer. Only care 
should be taken to keep everything subordi
nate and subservient to the great object of 
the day; nothing should be admitted that 
might interfere with the impression that the 
Meeting was a Meeting for Prayer.

4. As regards topics for prayer, sugges
tions have already been made in the Society’s 
Minute of July 8. The need of well-qualified 
European Missionaries should occupy a fore
most place in our supplications, but they, 
should also embrace the raising up in the- 
various Native Churches of efficient labourers, 
as evangelists, pastors, and teachers— “ men 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.” We 
would further suggest that our sympathies 
and our intercessions embrace the work of 
others as well as our own. The need of effi
cient labourers is deeply felt by most of our 
Evangelistic Societies. We may well remem
ber that He, at whose Throne of Grace we 
meet, is the Lord of the whole harvest, ready 
to own the efforts of all who seek His glory. 
It need hardly be added that thanksgiving 
for past mercies and past answers to prayer 
should accompany all our petitions.

5. That it is not expedient that contri
butions to the work of Missions be solicited 
on the day of prayer itself. Several friends 
have suggested it, but the Committee are dis
posed to think that it might have the effect 
of weakening the impression which they 
would desire to have felt in its full force, that 
the 20th of December is to be a day of wait
ing only upon God. They are, however, 
wholly of one mind with these friends a;- to 
the importance of making it clearly under
stood that an answer to our prayers will
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necessitate an increase in personal self-denial, 
and that if prayer is to be effectual, the great 
Searcher of hearts must see within ns a rea
diness to make sacrifices. We cannot ex
pect the Lord to hear ns if covetousness be 
regarded in the heart. It is clearly impos
sible that the number of Missionaries can be 
increased without a corresponding increase 
in income. At the present moment, retrench
ments are being made in the Mission field, 
owing to the inadequacy of the present in
come of the Society to meet the estimated 
expenditure. Under these circumstances, if 
on the Sunday following the day of prayer 
the opportunity for special contributions 
could be given, advantage would accrue both 
to the givers and to the work.

6. That the opportunity would be a most 
favourable one for urging the duty of con
tinuance in supplication for Missionaries and 
the Mission field. With this view, pains 
should be taken that the sense of this duty 
be not allowed to exhaust itself upon the day 
of prayer, but rather made an occasion for 
its kindling into fresh life and power. One 
of our oldest and most faithful friends has 
suggested the special remembrance of this 
subject before God on one day in every week. 
To those of our friends who do not already 
act in accordance with this suggestion, we 
most cordially commend it. I f  there was 
anything approaching to a general agree
ment among the people of God thus regu
larly to give to this subject a prominent 
place in their secret devotions, in their fami
lies, and, where it was found practicable, in 
little meetings for prayer, what an element 
of power might such an arrangement prove 
in the evangelization of the world ! Who can 
estimate the amount of blessing that may be 
bound up with more loyal obedience to the 
Divine command, “  Pray ye the Lord of the 
harvest that He will send forth labourers into 
His harvest?”

For our encouragement in this matter the 
conduct of our Moravian Brethren, just 150 
years ago, may well be called to mind. One 
of their first acts on finding a refuge at 
Ilerrnhut—“ the watch of the Lord”— was to 
establish a watch of prayer. Every inhabitant 
of the place, from the age of sixteen to sixty, 
was in turn called to discharge this duty of 
intercession, which was accompanied by the 
singing of appropriate hymns. “ We have a 
watch,” wrote one of their chief pastors at

that time, “  which the brethren keep in suc
cession. We have made an arrangement 
among the brethren to have continued prayer 
offered up by the Church day and night, in 
order that the fire may be kept perpetually 
burning upon the altar.” The result was a 
season of most blessed spiritual revival, and 
the kindling of a flame of zeal and devo
tedness which has gone on burning to this 
day.

We cannot conceive any more effectual 
means of multiplying labourers in the great 
harvest field, of bringing down showers of 
blessing upon their work, and thus of hasten
ing onward to its glorious consummation the 
kingdom of our Redeemer, than the banding 
together of those at home and those abroad, 
whose hearts are one in this great enterprise, 
in such a holy union of prayer. We may 
mention in regard to this, that the invitation 
to join in supplication on the proposed day 
has been sent out to all our Missions through
out the world; and, so far as we have received 
acknowledgments, is welcomed with the most 
heartfelt satisfaction.

The Committee have already referred, in 
their Minute of July 8, to the many wide 
doors of entrance which the providence of 
God has opened to His servants at the pre
sent time. They cannot refrain from ex
pressing the earnest hope that this impulse 
to pray may prove His own forerunner of a 
large increase of men and means wherewith 
to take possession of the lands of the heathen. 
May many an eye be enabled to discern the 
little cloud arising out of the sea! May a 
strong spirit of expectation take possession 
of many hearts ! And then, as we are made 
sharers in the joy of the Redeemer over saved 
multitudes, we shall see how true His word 
of promise is, “ Whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”

That you may, dear Sir, yourself receive at 
this time a large measure of “ the spirit of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind ” in 
this particular matter, as in all things, is the 
prayer of yours faithfully,

C h ristopher  C. F e r n , ]
H e w  W e ig h t  (Hon.),
E d w a r d  H utch inson ,
E d w a rd  L a k e  (Hon.), '

Church Missionary House,
Oct. 14,1872.
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VALEDICTORY DISMISSAL OF MISSIONARIES.
On the 1st of July last eighteen Missionaries of the Society assembled in St. Michael’s 
School-room, Ebury-square, to receive the Instructions of the Committee, and to he 
commended in prayer to the care and blessing of Almighty God.

In the unavoidable absence of the President, the Earl of Chichester, the chair was 
taken by the Treasurer, the Hon. Captain F. Maude, R.N.

The names of the Missionaries were as follows:—

W est A fr ica—
Rev. L. Nicholson. 7 Returning to the Mis- 
Rev. J. Johnson. ) sion.

E ast A fr ica— -
_ ______ ___ „  , (-Returning to the
Rev. T. H. Sparshott. | Mission.

c Proceeding to 
G the Mission.Rev. W . B. Chancellor.

Proceeding to Salt.

Proceeding to 
the Mission.

S outh  I n d ia —

Rev. W . Ellington. C Retarning to the 
G Mission.

(■ Proceeding to the 
Rev. H. Horsley, B.A. | Mission.

C eylon—
(  Returning to the 

Rev. W. E. Rowlands. | Mission.
Rev. G. F .Unwin. Proceeding to the Mission. 

C h in a—
c Returning to the Mis- 

Rev. H. Gretton. [  sion<

Ja pan—
Rev. C. F. Warren. 7 Transferred from 
Rev. J. Piper. ) China Mission.

N orth  P a cific—
c Proceeding to the 

Mr.W.H.Collison. {  Missiong

P a lestin e—
Rev. F. Bellamy.

N orth  I n d ia—
Rev. F. A. P. Shirreff,B.A.
Rev. G. T. M. Grime.
Dr. Theodore Maxwell.
Mr. W. Briggs. Returning to the Mission.

W estern  I n d ia—

Rev. W . P. Dale. I  Procerfi“«  to (. sion.

The meeting was commenced by prayer, offered up by the Rev. C. C. Eenn, the 
singing of the hymn, “ 0  Spirit of the living God!” and the reading of Isaiah lxi.

The following instructions of the Committee were then read by the Rev. Henry 
Wright, which were severally acknowledged by the Missionaries.

D e a r l y  b e lo v e d  in  t h e  L o r d ,— The present occasion, the Committee feel, is one 
that specially calls for thanksgiving and praise.

Prayer has been offered, after a marked manner, to the Lord of the harvest, that He 
would send forth labourers into His harvest, and to-day there is gathered a larger hand 
ready to go forth than has often been witnessed before.

Prayer too has been offered— definite prayer— that greater facilities for the preaching 
of the Gospel might be afforded in lands wherein serious hindrances have hitherto been 
encountered. The suppression of the traffic in slaves on the East Coast of Africa— the 
removal of the enactment from the statute-book of Japan that made the profession of 
Christianity a capital offence— the permission to foreigners to reside all the year round 
in Cashmere— have all been subjects of prayerful desire on the part of this Committee. 
These desires have now been granted, and, in consequence, two of your number are desig
nated for East Africa, two for Japan and one for Cashmere; in each case to be, the 
Committee humbly trust, only the first instalment of a larger force to follow. W e are 
reminded that He, under whose banner we are enlisted, is “ He that openeth and no 
man shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth.” Encouragement may well he taken 
to pray, and to pray earnestly and definitely too, that the present visit of the Ruler of 
Persia to this land may result in an open door and effectual being afforded to the heralds 
of the Gospel in that ancient kingdom. Doubtless there will still he a withstanding on
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the part of the Prince of the kingdom of Persia, as in days of old, but the strength of our 
Michael is still the same, and prayer is a power that none can resist.

But another cause for thankfulness is felt by the Committee to be found among those 
who are gathered hero to-day, and one that comes even nearer home to them.

Not only do they rejoice in the general reinforcement of so many of their Missions, 
but more particularly in the way in which they cannot but feel that God has answered 
prayer in supplying the men they needed for certain special posts. For instance, the work 
at Metlakatlah has been growing on Mr. Duncan’s hands, and the Committee for some 
time past have been anxiously looking out for the right men for the post. The need 
has been increasingly felt in our Palestine Mission of a labourer of some standing, whose 
heart had been drawn to that country, and who had had some acquaintance with 
the East. Each month has been bringing the day nearer when the Committee knew 
that the devoted Missionary by whom, under God, the College at Lahore had been 
called into existence, must turn his steps homeward, and they longed to send some one 
out who appeared to have the requisite qualifications for helping to carry on his work. 
Since the day that brought the mournful tidings that our medical Missionary in 
Cashmere had fallen, clinging— alas for us ! too faithfully— to his post of duty, our prayers 
have been ascending that the work begun by him might not languish, hut be taken up 
by another of like spirit with his own. W e have longed also for men of some Missionary 
experience, who might throw themselves at once into the ripening harvest of Japan 
without having first to learn the use of their sickles.

This day, amid the band before them, the Committee cannot but believe, so far as man 
can judge, that the Lord has sent them for all these posts the men they need ; and 
therein they could recognize in this the kindness of God. Lately the home ranks have 
been suffering severely ; one leader after another has fallen, and there are those who have 
been ready to say with sinking hearts, “ Alas, Master, what shall we d o ?” But the 
Lord Himself has rebuked our unbelief. He has shown us that though one and another, 
upon whom we had learnt to lean, is taken away, yet His word remains as true as ever, 
“ Lo, I  am with you alway.”

Beloved friends, your presence here to-day will doubtless prove an encouragement one 
to another. It will be an encouragement to the friends who are gathered here to join 
with us in bidding you farewell; be assured also that it is, and will be an encouragement 
to us to whom is committed the direction of affairs at home; and especially to those of 
us who have lately put our hands somewhat tremblingly to this plough, it will be a 
fresh incentive to trust and not be afraid. He who was with our fathers will be with 
us. He who was pleased to use them for the furtherance of His kingdom will use us 
also, if, conscious of our weakness, we lean upon His strength.

I proceed now to read the Instructions which the Committee desire prayerfully to 
submit to you.

On the present occasion they will dispense with those of a more general nature, and 
proceed at once to those that are spiritual and personal. These, as your number 
is large, must needs occupy some tim e; and as the Committee rejoice in having an 
experienced and honoured soldier of the home field, and an equally experienced and 
honoured one from the foreign field, who have come prepared to address a few words to 
you, remarks of a more general character will not be needed from them.

Western Africa.— The Committee recently 
granted an application from the Rev. J. A. 
Lamb, their Secretary at Sierra Leone, to 
return to this country, his health rendering 
a change necessary; and the important posi
tion of Secretary to the West African Mission

having been vacant, the Committee have de
signated you, Brother N icholson, as his suc
cessor. They are aware that your transfer 
from the Yoruba Mission will be regarded 
with much sorrow by the brethren at Lagos; 
but they feel that while in the providence of
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God access to the interior is denied, the 
existing stall; of Missionaries at Lagos with 
Brother Maser as Secretary are equal to the 
necessities of the work.

The claims, however, of the position at 
Sierra Leone are so great, and the questions 
remaining for settlement there so important, 
that the Committee feel that the post can 
only he filled by one thoroughly acquainted 
with the character of the people, inured to 
the climate, and possessing a lengthened 
experience of Missionary work. And these 
qualifications the Committee are thankful 
to believe you possess in an eminent degree ; 
and they would earnestly hope that in 
returning to what was the scene of your 
early labours, you may find the Church there 
advanced in every respect.

There are many questions with which, as 
representative of the Society, yon will have 
to deal, and fuller details on various points 
will be communicated to you by the Com
mittee. They will not therefore at this time 
say more than that they would wish you to 
be the link for knitting closer the bonds of 
affection, respect and confidence, between the 
Sons of Africa, and those who so long laboured 
and prayed for them in this country.

The Committee would also hope that Mrs. 
Nicholson will find, in connexion with the 
Female Institution, ample opportunities for 
securing the affection and confidence of the 
females.

You, Brother J ohnson , are about to return 
to Sierra Leone, after a brief visit to this 
country on the invitation of the Committee.

Though not a member of the Native Pas
torate, but still an agent of the Society, the 
Committee are aware that you possess the 
confidence, and represent in a great measure

the opinion of your brethren, the Native 
Pastors of Sierra Leone.

When, therefore, in the judgment of the 
Committee, the time had arrived for dealing 
with the questions, which have for some 
little time occupied the minds of the Church 
in Sierra Leone, such as a higher system of 
education for the community, the further 
development of the Church organization, 
both internally for self-support and govern
ment, and externally as a Missionary Church, 
the Committee determined to invite you to 
this country not only that they might take 
counsel with you on these questions, but 
that by intercourse with Christian friends at 
home, and acquaintance with the labours of 
earnest men within our parishes, your own 
soul might be quickened and refreshed, and 
your judgment matured and expanded. 
They had a good hope also that by personal 
acquaintance with the Committee and their 
friends, your attachment to the Society 
would be strengthened and deepened.

The Committee do not now enter into 
more detailed instructions, as they will, at a 
subsequent interview with you, arrange 
more definitely as to your future place of 
labour.

They would only add the expression of the 
pleasure it has been to them, and to many of 
their friends, to witness the grace of God 
bestowed upon you; they feel sure that you 
have the spiritual and temporal welfare of 
your people at heart. And they would 
earnestly pray that you may be kept at the 
feet of Jesus receiving daily from His ful
ness, and so not only return in the fulness 
of the blessing of the gospel of Christ, but be 
kept, sustained, and abundantly blessed in 
your future career.

JEast A frica .— The return of Sir B. Frere has enabled the Committee to judge, in 
some degree, as to the prospects of extended work on the East Coast of Africa.

The existing Missions at Mombas and Kisulidini will, it is hoped, form a base not 
only for extension among the tribes to the west and south of those points, but for 
carrying on a large and important work among the unfortunate victims of the East 
African Slave Trade.

The Committee have had an interview with Sir Bartle Frere, and from the information 
given by him, they believe that the Government are ready to avail themselves of the ser
vices of Missionary Bodies, and to hand over to their care, large numbers of the liberated 
slaves.

When, on previous occasions, the Committee had to consider the subject of the libera
tion of these unhappy victims of man’s cruelty, they thought the Government would 
only liberate on British Territory, and were therefore prepared to take up a position at 
the Seychelles Islands. Now, however, in consequence of the new Treaty with the 
Sultan of Zanzibar, they are advised by Sir B. Frere, that perfect protection would be 
afforded at Mombas, and sufficient land obtained for the formation of a settlement.
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The Committee are therefore encouraged to proceed, and though they could have 
wished that the Government had adopted the principle which pervaded all dealings 
with this question in the West Coast Slave Trade Abolition, viz. that the liberated 
slaves were British subjects, they yet hope that the protection may be as real, as to 
remove much of the difficulty.

They are therefore prepared to push forward in this work, and have resolved to send 
two additional European Agents to the spot in company with Mr. Sparshott; of these, 
one, Mr. Chancellor, has recently been ordained ; the other, Mr. Bockstatt, was formerly 
at Sierra Leone in charge of the Society’s Liberated African School, an institution of the 
very kind now proposed to be commenced at Mombas or Kisulidini. Mr. Bockstatt is 
now at Jerusalem, engaged in the erection of a Church there, and he will shortly, God 
willing, proceed thence to Mombas.

The Committee also propose to convey to Mombas some of the liberated slaves 
from their African Asylum at Nasik, in Bombay. These have been trained in all 
useful pursuits, and they will form an admirable band of assistant teachers for their
countrymen.

You, Brother S parshott , are returning to 
a place well-known to you; you have under
gone many trials and acquired much valuable 
experience. The Committee, therefore, regard 
your return with much thankfulness and 
hope. They know your wishes and desires 
for the extension of the Saviour’s Kingdom 
among the tribes with whom yoxx have 
become acquainted, and they would wish you 
to continue to devote yourself to this work; 
at the same time, they trust you will give the 
benefit of your knowledge and experience to 
your colleagues who will be engaged more 
directly in the work for the benefit of the 
liberated Africans. This work the Committee 
would assign to you, Brother C h an c ellor , in 
conjunction with Brother Bockstatt. Your 
first task will be the acquisition of the lan
guage. In this they trust you will receive 
some preliminary help by consulting their 
veteran Missionary, Dr. Krapf, at Stuttgart. 
It must necessarily take some little time 
before you can acquire the language with 
any freedom. You will probably also be 
subjected at first to the usual trials from 
acclimatization, and there will therefore 
be some time during which you will be 
thankful for the help in your department 
of Brother Sparshott, until you are joined 
by others.

More detailed instructions shall befurnished 
hereafter; time will not admit them here. 
The Committee would only express the hope 
that you may prove a true follower of Him 
who was anointed of the Lord to preach good 
tidings unto the meek, to bind up the broken
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound.

Palestine.— The Committee gladly accept 
your offer, Mr. B e l l a m y , to connect yourself 
with them, and they are thankful that they 
have been called upon not only to strengthen 
but to extend the borders of their Palestine 
Mission by a combination of circumstances 
which they cannot but regard as providential. 
Among these they would refer first to the 
desire put into your heart to engage in Mission 
work in the Holy Land—then to the wish of 
Bishop Gobat to make over to the Church 
Missionary Society the Station of Salt, east 
of the Jordan, where the Bishop has been 
permitted not only to locate the first Native 
Preacher of the Gospel, but also to gather in 
the first-fruits of the spiritual harvest; and 
further, that measures have been taken of 
late years by the Turkish Government to 
bring under control the wild tribes beyond 
the Jordan, among whom until very recently 
an European Missionary could not have re
sided without considerable risk.

It is proposed that in the first instance you 
should establish your head-quarter at Salt, 
the ancient Ramoth-Gilead, one of the three 
cities of refuge east of the Jordan. North 
and south of Salt is the territory originally 
assigned to the tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
and half the tribe of Manasseh. Although 
miles may be traversed without passing 
through the habitations of men, the ruins of 
towns and villages show that it was formerly 
a populous country, and of the southern 
portion of this tract known by the modem 
name ©f the Belka, the fertility is so great that 
among the Arabs there is a proverb, “  Thou 
canst not find a country like the Belka.” 
The predatory habits of the great Bedouin 
tribes have urged the resident population to
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congregate in a few centres, one of which is 
Salt; another, Kerch, some miles to the 
south, may he kept in view as a place to 
which Missionary operations may he extended 
at no distant period. But in view of this or 
other places into which God’s providence may 
call us to enter, it is most important that 
from the first your thoughts should be directed 
to the training of qualified native agents, and 
though at first the acquisition of Arabic must 
take up much of your time and attention, the 
study of the language may bring you in con
tact with some who, by your influence, may 
be led, under God, to devote themselves to 
the Master’s service.

Mr. Bourazan has also been engaged by 
the Committee for service in Palestine. He 
is a native Christian from Mosul, the ancient 
Nineveh. Arabic is his mother-tongue, so 
that he will be useful to you as an interpreter, 
and after some special training it is hoped 
that his services may be turned to good 
account at Salt, where there is already a 
small congregation of some seventy Pro
testant Christians, and where we pray that 
God may so bless your labours that in future 
years there may be a large ingathering, 
not only among the resident population, 
but among the wild Bedouin tribes of the 
Desert.

Western India. —  You, Brother D a le , 
have been appointed to one of the most 
important spheres of labour occupied by 
the Society, that of Sharanpur (Nasik) 
in Western India. Here the labours of 
faithful men who have gone before you 
(many of whom were content to sow that 
others might reap) have resulted in a Chris
tian settlement in connexion with which 
there are schools and a training institution; 
to these, with God’s blessing, we may 
look for a future supply of Native Evan
gelists and teachers who will find a wide 
sphere of employment among a dense Mah- 
ratti-speaking population. The Mission has 
recently sustained a loss by the return home, 
on account of ill health, of the Rev. W . S. 
and Mrs. Price, who have been permitted to 
labour earnestly for many years in promoting 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of the 
Native Christians, many of whom had by 
them been led to Christ. Apart from the 
duties of the Christian settlement of Sharan
pur, there is much evangelistic work to be 
done in Nasik, one of the strongholds of 
heathenism, and in the neighbouring district. 
At present the Rev. Robert Squires is the

solitary European labourer at Sharanpur 
charged with its multifarious duties, and in 
order to strengthen his hands you have been 
assigned to this post, where the Committee 
pray that the grace of God may enable you 
to co-operate zealously with your brother in 
Christ, and to take an active part in the 
work which, as it was commenced, so it must 
be continued and ended in Christ.

The peculiar exigencies of theMissionhavc 
led the Committee to sanction your going out 
married. The educational work carried on 
among the females makes the desirability 
very great of the superintendence of a Chris
tian lady. We have a good hope that your 
wife will prove one fully qualified for this 
work, and in full sympathy with yourself in 
the desire to lay yourselves out for the wel
fare of those around you.

North India.—You, Brother SiniiKErr, go 
out to strengthen the Mission in the Punjab. 
A  succession of able and devoted Missionaries 
have well sustained the Society’s work in that 
important province. God has blessed their 
labours, and now the crowning result of a 
Mission has begun to be realized in the 
raising up of a Native Ministry prepared, 
as we trust, to carry out the work of evan
gelization on a much wider scale than is 
possible to the foreign Missionary. With 
this later development of the work the name 
of the saintly Knott is closely associated. 
At the invitation of one who by personal 
knowledge of the work to be done was able 
to urge its claims with effect, our devoted 
and gifted Brother French, Mr. Knott gave 
up a position which united much that was 
desirable at home to consecrate his matured 
powers to this work of training a Native 
Ministry in India. In the mysterious pro
vidence of God, he was not permitted to do 
more than barely enter on the work. The 
foundations of the Lahore Divinity School 
were, as Mr. French has said, laid in a life 
ungrudgingly sacrificed in its behalf. By 
Mr. French’s own abundant labours, ably 
supported by Mr. Clark and others of the 
Punjab Mission, this Native theological col
lege has been successfully carried through 
the first difficulties of such an undertaking, 
and bids fair to prove a permanent blessing 
to the Indian Church.

The Committee have anxiously looked to 
the Universities for the reinforcement of his 
staff. And now they rejoice that Oxford, 
which gave us Mr. French and Mr. Knott, 
again sends forth in you another of her sons
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desirous of taking part in a work which, 
especially demands the qualification of sound 
and religious learning.

The Committee have therefore heard with 
much thankfulness of your special interest 
in Mr. French’s work, first awakened in your 
mind by his farewell address at Oxford, and 
now send you to Lahore in the expectation 
that you will there find a sphere for which 
you have been endowed with special quali
fications.

Of the value and importance of sound 
theological training for the future teachers 
of the Native Church there can he but one 
opinion. To impart this through the close 
and profound study of the Word of God has 
been the aim of Mr. French. But another 
object he has steadily kept in view is to train 
his students to be men of action as well as 
scholars. He feels that for the evangeliza
tion of India are needed men of her own 
soil, self-denying and laborious, in thorough 
sympathy with their own people, while im
bued with ardent longings to make them 
partakers of the “ common salvation.” Such 
characters can only be formed, through God’s 
blessing, by the force of example and the 
contagion of a deep, spiritual enthusiasm. 
You will cultivate, then, a generous sym
pathy with your students ; let them witness 
in you the constraining power of the love of 
Christ and the high standard of one willing 
to spend and be spent in the ministering of 
the Gospel.

To you, Brother G r im e , the Committee 
would address a few parting words as to one 
of their own training for the work of an 
evangelist to which you now go forth. In 
their Islington College you have received a 
careful preparation under the watchful and 
loving direction of one who has himself la
boured as a Missionary, and has experienced 
the peculiar difficulties and trials of the work, 
and also its joys and consolations. You now 
yourself enter on the conflict, to make proof 
of the weapons with which you have been 
furnished. These are not carnal, but mighty 
through God: may you ever wield them in 
faith, having no confidence in the flesh, but 
realizing that your sufficiency is of God.

In assigning you to a sphere of labour at 
Jubbulpur in Central India, the Committee 
have had regard to the needs of the Mission, 
and also to the advantage to yourself 
of being associated at the outset of your 
career with such a Missionary of labo
rious zeal, tact, and experience as you

will find in Mr. Champion. Avail your
self, then, freely of the help and advice which 
we feel sure he will be ready to afford : take 
the place of a learner, and make it your 
special endeavour by careful habits of study, 
and by familiar intercourse with the people, 
to gain a thorough knowledge of the native 
language, as the indispensable qualification 
for your usefulness as a Missionary. Be not 
discouraged by the difficulties which may 
appear to thicken around you as you advance. 
In bearing up against them, looking to God 
and His all-sufficient grace, your own powers 
will be strengthened and matured, and you 
will prove how faithful is the saying, “ The 
husbandman that labouretli must be first 
partaker of the fruits.”

You, Brother B rig g s , are about to return 
to Multan, a sphere of labour in which you 
have already experienced the special difficul
ties of Missionary work when carried on 
amongst a bigoted and fanatical people. The 
Committee trust that your brief visit to your 
native land, after many years of absence, has 
refreshed your spirit and invigorated your 
health; and that you will return to proclaim 
the blessed Gospel to the gainsaying Moham
medans of Multan with a new impression on 
your heart of its life-giving, power. The 
Christian sympathy which you have met in 
England will assure you of the interest 
which many will take in your work, and their 
prayers will sustain you in it. Special inte
rest will attach to the labours of Mrs. Briggs 
amongst her countrywomen. She has already 
won their confidence, and is able to com
municate with them more freely than any 
foreigner could. The Committee hope that 
in the Girls’ Schools and the Zenanas she 
will continue to find increasing opportunities 
of testifying of the Saviour’s love. Your 
own special sphere of work will be, as hereto
fore, in the Christian Schools at Multan and 
in the neighbouring Native State of Baha- 
wulpore. Your thorough familiarity with 
the language enables you most effectively to 
impart religious instruction to the youths 
under your charge, and you have had expe
rience, in the public profession of Christianity 
by several of your pupils, of the blessing 
with which the Lord is sometimes pleased to 
crown His servants’ labours in this depart
ment of the work. While you continue to 
labour for such fruit, to pray for it and to 
expect it, you will not be discouraged, even 
should such immediate and visible results be 
withheld. The faithful Missionary’s work
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is eminently a work of faitli—whether the 
scene of his labours be the bazaar or the 
school. His encouragement lies in the con
viction that no labour which “ is in the 
Lord ” is in vain ; and he has also the satis
faction of knowing that the wide proclama
tion of the Gospel by the preacher, and its 
persevering inculcation by the teacher, are 
means which have already been largely 
blessed to the removal of blind prejudice and 
the diffusion of a knowledge of the truth. 
In carrying on the important subsidiary work 
of education, the Society has gladly availed 
itself of the labours, whenever they could be 
had, of pious and devoted laymen. And they 
are glad to add your name to the list of such 
labourers.

Yon, Brother M a x w e l l , go to fill a post of 
honour, for you take the place of one who 
fell in the field—the devoted and much-la
mented Elmslie. His labours as a medical 
Missionary in Cashmere will long be held in 
remembrance; and the story of his single- 
hearted and self-denying life, devoted to 
opening up that jealously-guarded field for 
Missionary work, will be an ever-fresh incen
tive to toil. His was the hard work of the 
pioneer. You follow to make good the posi
tion he won. Still, difficulties you doubtless 
will have, and yon will need special wisdom 
from above to direct you in that permanent 
establishment of the Mission which recent 
concessions will, it is hoped, render possible.

Your special work, like that of education, 
is one in which the Christian layman may 
most suitably engage. And there is reason 
to believe that the example is not lost on the 
Natives when they have this proof of the 
constraining power of Christian principle in a 
layman devoting himself to philanthropical 
labours on their behalf, and ever pressing 
upon them the Gospel as the one effectual 
remedy for sin and for sorrow. Your work 
and ministry becomes a living Gospel, which 
at once impresses and conciliates.

You will find many warm friends in the 
Punjab who take a hearty interest in medical 
Mission work. The Committee of the Punjab 
Medical Missionary Association have now 
for a number of years contributed liberally 
to the Cashmere Mission and defrayed the 
expenses of the subordinate Native staff. 
You will have the advantage of their expe
rience and counsel in maturing your plans. 
The Committee had hoped that the Rev. 
W . Ridley, who was designated last year to 
Cashmere, might have been able to accom

pany you. But medical opinion is still 
opposed to his return to India. The Com
mittee, however, will not slacken their en
deavours to supplement your professional 
work by the labours of an ordained Mission
ary, an arrangement which your lamented 
predecessor in the Mission had strongly 
urged. Meanwhile, they rejoice to know 
that you will copy his excellent example and 
let slip no opportunity of leading those who 
come within your influence to the great 
Physician who is alone able to give healing 
to the soul.

South India,— Brothers E llington  and 
H ohsley are designated for the South India 
Mission.

The Committee rejoice with you, Brother 
Ellington, that you are returning to a Mission 
which of late years God has remarkably 
blessed, and that in the particular depart
ment of it to which you are called there is so 
much to invite and encourage the labours of 
the Missionary and the prayers and thanks
givings of the Church. Your work will be 
that of preaching to the adult heathen in 
the villages; of devising and carrying out 
measures for the instruction of the catechu
mens, who are in such large numbers flocking 
into the Christian Church; and, lastly, of 
providing for the edification of the Native 
Christians, and for their organization on a 
self-supporting system. The Committee sug
gest the formation of Christian companies and 
the appointment of unpaid head-men, in ac
cordance with the plan described in their 
printed minute on this subject. The Com
mittee are aware that above all you will urge 
on these young converts earnest prayer for 
that outpouring of the Holy Spirit, by which 
alone they can become strong and fruitful 
and bring glory to God.

You, Brother Plorsley, in going out now for 
the first time as a Missionary of the Cross, 
are returning to the land of your birth, and 
have been appointed to a field of labour where 
the name you bear is well known, and where 
large sections of the population will be pre
pared to welcome you as the son of one from 
whose professional skill and energy they 
derived benefit, and who was not ashamed to 
confess Christ while engaged in the important 
duties of his secular calling. The Committee 
designate you for Tinnevelly. The more par
ticular allotment of your work is left to the 
Society’s representatives at Madras; but the 
Committee will be glad if it can be arranged 
that you should reside, while learning the
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language, with Brother Meadows at Sivagasi, 
and that the work on which yon enter, after 
having acquired the language, should he 
rather evangelistic among the heathen than 
pastoral over Native Christians.

Ceylon. — The Committee thank God, 
Brother R o w lan d s , at the prospect of your 
entering once again on the field of your 
former labours in Colombo.

They know that yoxu’ feeling is that of the 
Apostle —  “ Who is sufficient for these 
things P ” But they know also that God has 
helped you in time past, and they share with 
you the assured conviction that He will be 
with you to the end, and will give the strength 
that may be needed for every work and every 
trial which His wisdom may appoint.

In sending you back to Ceylon the Com
mittee cheerfully accede to your own request, 
that you should devote yourself specially to 
the Tamil-speaking population of Colombo 
and the neighbouring districts. By the 
blessing of God several hundreds of Tamil 
Christians have here been gathered together, 
partly converts from heathenism, partly Na
tive Christians that have immigrated from 
other places. The Committee would now 
earnestly press upon you the importance of 
stimulating this little community corporately 
as well as individually to rely directly on the 
Great Head of the Church rather than on the 
European Missionary or Missionary Society. 
As the Tamil Christians who have been under 
your care are spread over a somewhat ex
tended area, it will be practicable to form 
amongst them several congregations who may 
be apportioned between two or, if possible, 
three Native pastors. Elected delegates from 
such congregations will form, together with 
the pastors, a Church Council, of which you 
will naturally be the chairman. The Com
mittee wish for the appointment of two or 
more pastors rather than one, in order that 
from the first the federal system may be 
introduced. But it is not necessary that 
the two should be appointed absolutely 
at the same time. These pastors might be 
either men ordained for the post or brethren 
already ordained and transferred from other 
places.

The Committee would also suggest that an 
effort should be made for the benefit of the 
Mohammedan population of Colombo. Va
luable assistance and advice may be obtained 
by correspondence from Mr. French of Lahore 
and Mr. Sell of Madras. The Committee will 
favourably consider an application for the

appointment of paid Native agents qualified 
to initiate this new enterprise.

For the gathering together of the scattered 
Tamil Christians found in different parts of 
the Western and Southern provinces, the 
Committee earnestly press the desirableness 
of calling out voluntary effort. If in any 
locality a pious Tamil Christian is found, 
able to read intelligently his own language 
and willing to conduct a simple religious ser
vice for his own countrymen, the Committee 
would regret to see such duties devolved upon 
a salaried Catechist. The duty of Catechists, 
like that of the European Missionary, should 
be to call out and foster these voluntary 
agencies among Christians and to labour 
themselves for the evangelization of the 
heathen.

The Committee are glad to think that in 
nearly all that has been now said they are 
rather endorsing your own views than sug
gesting what has not occurred to you. May 
the Lord give you wisdom and guidance!

The Committee congratulate you, Brother 
U n w in , that you are proceeding to the Ceylon 
Mission at a time when peace and progress 
seem to characterize its annals. Your more 
particular designation will devolve on the 
Ceylon Conference. You are entering on 
scenes unknown and untried, but He who 
knows all and disposes all is a Reconciled 
God and a Loving Father.

China. — The Committee are thankful, 
Brother G iietton , that it has pleased God so 
far to restore your health as to enable you to 
return to the populous field in which you 
have already laboured.

You go forth again, we hope, not only with 
restored health, but refreshed in spirit.

This time you do not go forth alone, and 
the Committee trust that she who accom
panies you will prove a true helper in the 
work of the Lord; that,' sharing each other’s 
toils, you may be sharers in the crown that 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give in 
the great day to all His faithful servants.

The honour conferred upon our Brother 
Burdon by his appointment to the Bishopric 
of Victoria will leave a gap in the small 
Mission Staff at Peking, which the Committee 
feel it important to have filled up at once. It 
is probable, therefore, that this will be the 
scene of your future labours, in which case 
the Committee hope that you will see your 
way not to confine your labours to the city, 
but make occasional journeys of itineration 
throughout the surrounding district, and be
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led to discover openings to be occupied by 
Native catecbists.

It is possible, however, that as other 
changes are pending in the China Mission, 
some other arrangement may be more advis
able. On this subject the Committee have 
communicated with Bishop Russell, from 
whom they hope to hear before your depar
ture. Wherever your location may be, the 
Committee would urge the extreme import
ance of doing all in your power to increase 
the efficiency of Native agents. In every 
lield their great hope is in these, but more 
especially in China, where the population is 
so vast. The Committee hope you will not 
only long enjoy the privilege yourself of 
preaching the Gospel, but of leaving others 
qualified by your efforts to carry forward the 
evangelization of that great empire when you 
have found your reward in the presence of 
your Lord.

Japan.— You, Brothers W a r r e n  and P iper , 
have been designated to labour among a people 
who, in a sense, may be truly described as 
stretching out their hands unto God. Long 
had Japan been like a fast-closed, ice-bound 
shore; but the breath of the Almighty has 
gone forth. Warm under-currents have 
begun to flow ; the obstructions have been 
broken up, and they now lie like great float
ing masses, through which the Gospel-ship 
may push its way. No doubt, at the first, 
sailing on such a sea will have its dangers. 
It will require zeal with judgment, and deter
mination mingled with discretion, to steer the 
vessel wisely and bring her safe to land. It 
is, therefore, with peculiar thankfulness that 
the Committee are able at this juncture to 
send out to the support of their now solitary 
labourer in that field those who are no 
novices in Missionary work, but who may be 
said to have earned for themselves a good 
degree; those, too, who have already been 
associated in labour, and who will find the 
benefit of having bent their energies to ac
quire a sound knowledge of the Chinese 
language.

Gladly, Brother Warren, do the Com
mittee welcome you again among their 
labourers. You had shown such patient 
labour in learning the language when you 
were at Hong Kong, and such earnest de
votion to your work there, that it was a cause 
of much regret that the failure of your 
health obliged you to return home. They 
are thankful, however, that your restoration 
to health has found your Missionary spirit

still alive and brightly burning, and not 
only yours, but Mrs. Warren’s also, whose 
weak health might easily have been pleaded 
by her as a reason for wishing to remain at 
home.

The Committee trust that the more genial 
climate of Japan will enable you long to 
labour there, and to help in laying a good 
and sound foundation for the future Church 
of that interesting country. The place at 
which the Committee hope you will eventu
ally be stationed is the populous port of 
Osaka. Till, however, you have gained 
some knowledge of the language, especially 
as you will be accompanied by your family, 
the Committee have been advised that you 
should take up your abode at Kobe, where a 
considerable number of Europeans are already 
residing.

There is constant and easy communication 
between Kobe and Osaka, and this will 
shortly, we understand, be made more easy 
by the construction of a railway. The Com
mittee hope it will not be long before they 
hear of your having secured a place in 
Osaka, at least for meeting inquirers who 
may wish to come to you, if not for open and 
public preaching of Christ. Peculiar advan
tages attach to Osaka as a basis for Mis
sionary operations. It is in close proximity 
to a very large population, and the dialect 
there spoken is said to be the purest in 
Japan.

The Committee have good hope that you 
will not long be left to labour alone. A  mem
ber of the University of Oxford will be ready, 
we trust, to follow you immediately after the 
Christmas ordination; and others whose 
thoughts have been directed to this field will, 
we hope, be led to decide to offer themselves. 
You will take counsel before you go with our 
Brother Ensor, and get from him all the in
formation you can. One thing only the 
Committee would press upon you, to have 
an eye from the very first on the raising up 
of a native agency, and to lay yourself out 
for it. The fact that at present the upper 
classes are more accessible than the mass cf 
the people makes the importance of this the 
greater.

For this, as for all you have to do, the 
Divine Spirit make you a vessel fit for the 
Master’s use!

You, Brother Piper, have been appointed 
to Yedo, to act as the Secretary to o.ur Japan 
Mission. The Committee would have been 
loath to remove you from Hong Kong, 
where the blessing of God has so evidently
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rested upon your labours; but the appoint
ment of Mr. Burdon to be the Bishop there 
made your presence the less necessary.

The Committee acknowledge with thank
fulness the readiness with which you 
responded to their suggestion of your trans
ference to Japan, and still more the spirit of 
devotion manifested in your offering to 
return for the work’s sake without delay, 
although you had only just reached this 
country. Doubts have been expressed of the 
wisdom of at once occupying Yedo; but the 
fact that some five or six well-educated 
Englishmen have already gone out thither 
from this country, this present year, in the 
employment of the Government, as professors 
and teachers of the arts and sciences, seems 
to lay it upon the Church at once to press 
forward, and at the same time to prove that 
no risk is likely to be run by such a course. 
Events, however, occur with such rapidity in 
Japan that all arrangements of this kind 
must needs be made with some reserve. The 
Committee, therefore, leave you free to act 
on your own discretion, if you are led to 
think, on arriving in the country, that some 
other place of occupation would at first be 
preferred.

As in the case of Osaka, the Committee 
have a good hope that they will not long have 
to leave you single-handed ; but that others 
will soon follow to help in spreading the 
knowledge of the Son of God.

The Committee hope they will find both in 
yourself and Mr. Warren good correspon
dents, so that you will keep them informed of 
all matters of interest connected with the 
work. They also hope to be made acquainted 
with any openings that may occur, and will 
be glad to receive any suggestion by which 
the work may in your opinion be furthered.

The Committee are not unaware that the 
work in Japan must needs be compassed with 
peculiar difficulties, but they rejoice in the 
remembrance that the God whom we serve is 
the God of all grace, and that His word of 
promise by His servant is this : “ If any man 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and 
it shall be given him.”

North Pacific.—You, Brother C ollison, 
have been appointed to the North Pacific 
Mission. Though last upon our list, it 
is not least in our hearts’ affections. God 
Himself has marked it out as a field of 
special interest. The story of the Metla- 
katlali Mission has indeed been “ stranger

than fiction,” for it lias been from beginning 
to end a story of the grace of God. We trust 
you will regard it as no small proof of the 
confidence the Committee have been led to 
repose in you, that you have been selected 
for this field, to labour with one whom God 
has so greatly honoured.

In the first instance, the Committee wish 
you to act as an assistant to Mr. Duncan, 
ready to undertake any work that he may 
direct: and they feel sure you will account 
it a privilege so to act under one whom the 
grace of God has so distinguished. Con
curring with Mr. Duncan’s advice, the Com
mittee send you out unordained, and they 
thankfully appreciate the readiness with 
which you surrendered your own wishes in 
the matter.

The words in which our brother asked for 
a fellow-helper are these : “ My advice is this 
—he should come out unordained, and be 
willing to help in school work while learning 
the language, say two or three years, and when 
he can preach in the native tongue, and is 
found otherwise efficient, he should be or
dained and take full charge of the Church 
here. By that time no doubt there will be a 
native able to take up the school work, and 
hence I should be free to start a new Mission 
on Queen Charlotte Island, should it please 
God to spare my life and open up my way; I 
could still occasionally visit Metlakatlah till 
they learnt to do without me.”

The Committee feel no doubt of the wisdom 
of this advice. While, therefore, assisting in 
every way that you can, you must consider 
that for the present your first work is that of 
learning the language and preparing for Holy 
Orders. The Committee have long desired 
to have a Missionary in full orders residing in 
Metlakatlah, so that they will rejoice to hear 
of such a consummation.

The Committee cannot refrain from ex
pressing their satisfaction that you are to be 
accompanied by one who, from all that they 
have heard, they have reason to believe will 
prove a true helper to you in your work, and 
a true mother to the infant Church of Met
lakatlah.

They hear, too, with pleasure of the interest 
taken in your welfare and hers in the city of 
Cork, where you have both been labouring, 
and secured the respect of those who know 
you. They trust your call to the Mission- 
field will be the means of stirring up continu
ally fresh interest in our great work in the 
hearts of the people of Cork.

They would only add that they look for the
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blessing of our faithful God to accompany yon 
both on your way and to bless you. You 
are not going to one of the dense populations 
of the earth, but you are followers of Him 
who said, “ What man of you having an 
hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth 
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 
and go after that which is lost, until he find 
it;” and they pray that you may be abun
dantly partakers of His Spirit and sharers in 
His glory.

The Committee have now completed their

instructions. Soon, beloved friends, you will 
be scattered in your various fields of labour. 
Do not forget that, wherever you are, “ the 
same Lord over all is rich unto all them that 
call upon Him ”— rich in grace—rich in 
resources—rich in power—rich in fatherly 
love.

We feel we cannot commend to you a better 
word than that of the Psalmist,—

“ Trust in Him at all times;
Pour out your hearts before Him;
God is a Refuge for us.”

The Missionaries were then addressed by the Rev. Canon Linton, Rector of St. Peter- 
le-Bailey, Oxford, as follows :—

M y d e a r  B r e t h r e n  in C h r is t  J e s u s ,— The Committee having requested me to 
address you on the present deeply interesting occasion, I have not felt at liberty to 
decline undertaking this responsible office, though there are many reasons why I should 
shrink from it. But if every one who feels his own "weakness and incompetency for a 
work set before him in the providence of God were on that ground to decline entering 
upon it, many of you, I  suspect, no less than myself, would be absent from this meeting 
to-day. But now, in a strength not your own, you are girding on your harness to meet 
the great enemy on his own ground, and in the name of the Lord to wrest from him 
some of those poor captives whom he has long held in chains of darkness and misery.

May He whose strength is made perfect in weakness be present with us to bless us, 
while in simple dependence on His grace I  try to speak a few words which may help to 
confirm and encourage you in that good work to which you have devoted yourselves.

1. And first, do not be too much disturbed in your minds, as if some strange thing 
had happened, because you feel sadly cast down under a sense of your own insufficiency 
for the work you have undertaken, and sometimes feel tempted to doubt whether you 
have not altogether mistaken your vocation. It is no new temptation. Mr. Venn 
remarks that “  whenever we are called to do a work for the Lord, if we are not 
humbled before we enter upon it, there is little reason to think we shall meet with any 
success.” '

Many years ago, when I attended a meeting similar to the present, the one thing 
which struck me more than anything else was the way in which each Missionary going 
out for the first time besought us to pray that he might be kept humble. And I do 
not think one of those failed in his mission. One or two were eminently successful. 
“ Before honour is humility.” I recollect your Missionary Ragland saying to me, after 
we had visited a house where he was treated with marked attention, “  I wish people 
would not make so much of me because I am going out as a Missionary, for what is 
there in that ? ” Lie felt it did him no good, and might do him harm. His great fear 
was lest he should be pleasing himself with the prospect of being much spoken of in 
Cambridge and elsewhere amongst pious people, and praised as being more devoted to 
God than his fellows. In a letter to a friend he wrote, “  Of all methods of attaining to 
a position of usefulness and honour, the only safe and sure one is to fit ourselves for it 
by purging our hearts from vain-glory, worldliness, and selfishness.” And certainly he 
himself was an example of this.

2 . But you must not from fear of pride fail to magnify your office. You cannot be 
too distrustful of yourselves, nor too full of trust in Christ, who has accredited you as 
His ambassadors. God has not called you to be His messengers to degrade you. You
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must remember the numerous passages of Scripture where the high dignity of 
your office is clearly set forth, and not be ashamed to assert it. You must 
speak with authority in God’s name, with all boldness, remembering that He 
has promised to stand by you and to help and protect you. Never forget that 
you represent Christ, and that He expects you to be strong and very courageous; 
and that while you follow His instructions and act faithfully upon His promises, 
He will not suffer any of your words to fall to the ground. Those whom they do not 
convert they will condemn. For the Lord has promised to be with you always, even to 
the end of the world.

3. Do not expect to reap as soon as you have sown : “ Behold, the husbandman 
waitetli for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive 
the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient ” (James v. 7, 8). Many a sermon 
which appears to be lost may spring up after many days and bring forth fruit unto life 
et ernal.

"When Dr. Pfander and Mr. French were challenged to confront some very learned 
and determined Mullahs, Avho came prepared, as they thought, by a vast mass of evidence 
which they had industriously compiled (chiefly from European sources) to prove the 
utter unreliability and corruption of the Christian Scriptures, both parties, as might 
have been expected, claimed the victory in that controversy. And for a time no fruit 
was seen. Our Missionaries might think they had run in vain and laboured in vain. 
But what has been the result P It is a fact that two or three of the more earnest 
Mohammedans then present have since joined themselves to Christ in baptism. One of 
these converts, named Imad-ud-deen, a man of considerable learning and ability, has 
since been ordained. Mr. French met him on his arrival at Lahore, and heard him preach 
a sermon from the words, “ 1 am the W ay, the Truth, and the Life.” He says, “ It 
was powerfully handled, and exhibited great originalitjq and also a power of logical and 
methodical arrangement of his subject, grappling with its points” (Journal). Thus 
he preaches the faith which once he destroyed, and is one of the most able and powerful 
defenders of Christ’s Gospel against those with whom he was once associated in seeking 
to overthrow it. But who could have anticipated such fruits as these when the 
discussion took place at Agra and the Mohammedans claimed the victory P Therefore 
“ in the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou 
knowest not whether shall prosper either this or that, or whether they both shall be 
alike good.”

But some of you may say, “ Dr. Pfander and Mr. French were giants, men of powerful 
intellect, and that intellect highly cultivated; men able to make the best of a good 
cause and to cope with their adversaries, however learned or subtle, in argument. But 
we are weak and feeble ; we have no intellectual power; and that which you have 
related serves rather to dishearten than to encourage us.” W e ll ; be it so. Granted 
you have no such strength as theirs, and that it would be unwise in you to enter into 
controversy with subtle and learned Mohammedans. But have you never read of those 
who out of weakness were made strong, and that it is the glory of God to ordain praise 
out of the mouth of babes ? Mr. French relates, in one of his interesting journals, that 
“ in one place on the Sutlej much inquiry has been awakened among a fair number, both 
of the Hindu and Mohammedan inhabitants, through the unaided and spontaneous efforts 
of an old catecliist who settled down amongst them and read out of the Bible to the 
people whom he met with, never arguing with anybody, but replying to objectors, ‘ I 
am a poor ignorant man; I cannot argue ; but if you want to know the truth, take the 
book and read it yourself.’ The simple process of this poor untrained catecliist,” says 
Mr. French, “ has taught me much,and few results have been so satisfactory thus far.
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At any rate, Mr. Clark has had an earnest petition that a church may be built among 
them, and it may he that ere long this petition will he granted ” (“ Lahore Divinity 
School,” pp. 9, 10).

And remember that Christ is honoured and souls won to Him, not only by child
like simplicity and reliance on the power of His word, hut by patient suffering. 
“  Julius Palmer, a stubborn opponent of the reformed doctrines, was a spectator of the 
death of Latimer and Ridley. Their fortitude and faithfulness had such an effect upon 
him that he could not rest till he had searched the Scriptures to ascertain the grounds 
of the faith which they professed. The result was conviction to himself, and a 
determination to offer himself to the same trial. He persevered, and suffered at the 
stake. The same appears to have been the case with Constantine Ponce de la Fuente, 
a Spanish ecclesiastic who attended Philip to this country. He had been one of the 
preachers of Charles V ., and his learning and eloquence made his character as famous as 
his private worth made him beloved. He returned to Spain and began to expound 
Scripture and write catechisms for his countrymen; but when the people crowded to his 
preaching he was almost immediately accused and imprisoned, and died in a dark cell 
of the Inquisition. Charles V. heard of his arrest a short time before his own death. 
‘ I f  Ponce is an heretic,’ he said, ‘ it is time to look to it, for he is no common man ’ ” 
(See Massingberd’s “ English Reformation,” pp. 406, 407).

I  need scarcely remind you that, wherever you go, temptations will meet you. Satan 
would cease to be Satan if he did not try to baffle you, to discourage you, to make you 
turn back, to cause you to fall. Whatever temptations may have beset you at home
will probably beset you with twofold force abroad, especially in a tropical climate.
There will be temptations to indolence, to impurity, to irritability. Against these you 
must double your guard. There will be a danger lest the constant sight of heathen 
practices should deaden your sense of their shamefulness and abominableness in the 
sight of God. But remember that no temptation will have taken you which has not 
been felt, struggled with, and overcome by hundreds who have preceded you; for God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able. And He will 
overrule these temptations for good, and lay you low in your own esteem, and bring you 
often to your knees, and make the salvation of Christ increasingly precious to you.
In Him you will ever find a sympathizing Friend and Helper. “ He knows what sore
temptations mean, for Fie has felt the same.” It was Luther’s saying, and I think 
that of Austin before him, that prayer, reading, temptation, and meditation make a 
Minister. I  am sure they make a Missionary.

Constant prayer, the daily reading of God’s Word, hourly conflict with Satan and 
the evil world without, and the remains of the old man within; these, with meditation 
upon God’s power and love, His faithfulness and truth, will enable you to hold on your 
way, to wax stronger and riper in your ministry, and, whether you know it or not, to 
exercise an increasing influence on those around you, to win souls for Christ, and to 
advance the kingdom of God. By taking heed first to yourselves and then to your 
doctrines you will both save yourselves and them that hear you.

Be sure of this, that it is not so much by great talents, or powers of oratory, as by 
the eloquence of holiness that men are influenced. There is a power in that which 
they cannot gainsay or resist. It was said of Ragland by one who knew him well, “ His 
influence was great, but it was the influence of what he was rather than of what he 
said— the influence of a consistent and holy life, an atmosphere of holiness about him, 
which made one feel nearer to heaven in his company. He effected a great deal, but it 
was with quiet, not with noisy energy. He kept himself beneath the surface, and 
exerted his powers more like the screw which, unseen beneath the waves, propels the
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steamer in its course, than the splashing paddle-wheel which is seen and heard, com
manding attention to its vigorous strokes ”  (“ Life of Ragland,” p. 37).

Follow after holiness, Siw/ca-e, pursue it. It is God’s gift, but only to those who 
diligently seek it. It is those who hunger and thirst after it who shall be filled. 
Again, follow after peace, peace with all men, but especially peace one with another. 
Bear and forbear; be loving and kind; be very slow to take offence, and most ready 
to forgive the offender. The late Mr. Hambleton, who has more than once addressed 
departing Missionaries, relates that one of our Missionaries, who had laboured till his 
health failed, told him that he and a brother Missionary had lived for years in harmony 
in the same station, because if the one saw on the other’s countenance only a shade of 
unkindly feeling, he would go to his house and say, “ Come, brother, what means this P 
Your face was not toward me as usual this morning. This will not do for us. Come, 
let us kneel down and pray together.” Yes, prayer is the great healer. In a letter 
from Mr. Ragland, in 1854, he spoke of it as a matter of much thankfulness that 
through God’s grace repressing the evil of their hearts He had enabled him and two 
brother Missionaries to live in peace and love together, and to take increasing pleasure 
in the work to which He had called them.

It was that letter which suggested the prayer used by several friends at Oxford on 
Friday afternoons in behalf of Missions, because in it he stated those special subjects 
in which he most desired the prayers of his brethren at home ; and no one can so well 
describe the wants and wishes of a Missionary as a Missionary himself. He referred 
particularly to the two petitions in the touching Whitsunday Preface in the Com
munion Service, saying, “ O for the grace and fervent zeal constantly to preach the 
Gospel to all nations ; for the love of Christ to constrain my heart to labour for Him, 
and for Him simply, and not for success, not for a name in the Church. Next after 
this (I  know indeed but these two wants), would that God would graciously give me 
the power of speaking the Tamil tongue fluently, clearly, and acceptably to the people !” 
He also stated how keenly he felt the loss, through ill health, of his dear friend and 
companion David Fenn.

And now, my dear brethren, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Remember that God has not given 
you the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Never forget 
that you are the ambassadors of a great King, who sits with the Father upon His 
throne. And will you be ashamed of Him and of the message with which He has 
entrusted you P Put on a good courage, and show that you know in Avhom you have 
believed, and though you suffer affliction and are often treated with contempt, and, to 
use an expression of Mr. French’s, are sorely brow-beaten, never be ashamed ; but 
remember whose you are, whom you serve, and in whom you have trusted; and be sure 
that He will never leave you nor forsake you, but give you a mouth and wisdom which 
all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay or resist. Do not expect help till the 
necessities of the case require it. It is the glory of God to show Himself strong in the 
behalf of those who fear Him in the hour of their deepest need. Daily study His 
Word, daily pray, daily commit yourselves to Him, and He will bring it to pass 
and supply all your wants according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Thus 
you will learn to praise Him for all that is past, and to trust Him for all that is 
future.

Hold fast the form  o f  sound ivords with which the wisdom of the Church of which 
you are ministers has supplied you. You will never find better in which to express 
eternal verities. Be thankful for the three creeds, and for the Thirty-nine Articles. 
The men who drew them up wei’e no novices, but men of ripe age and experience,

S
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and well acquainted with their Bibles. It is a great help to have such sound words 
and well-weighed expressions to fall back upon.

Use the law lawfully. When I was young in the ministry it was my privilege to 
meet Mr. Simeon at the house of Lady 0 . B. S. He soon found out my ignorance of 
the uses of the law, and gave me some sermons of his on the subject, which at that 
time were invaluable to me. For they showed me that the moral law was intended, 
first, to convince men of sin; secondly, to lead them as lost sinners to Christ; and 
thirdly, to be the believer’s rule of life. I  cannot tell you what a flood of light these 
three remarks let in upon my mind, and how useful they have been to me ever since. 
Till men are convinced of sin, they will never heartily embrace the Gospel. They will 
not feel their perishing need of Christ. Press unconverted men with the lawr. Show 
them its extent and spirituality— that a lustful look is adultery, and that envy, hatred, 
and malice are murder, and that the soul that sinneth, it shall die. This alone will 
convict them of sin, and extort the cry, “ What must I  do to be saved?” and “ God be 
merciful to me a sinner !” Then preach Christ to them, and under the Spirit’s teaching 
they will feel His preciousness, and depend on Him alone. Being justified by faith and 
accounted righteous through the merits of Christ, they will not need the law for its two 
first uses. In this sense the law is not made for a righteous man. He has the law of 
love to guide him (Gal. v. 18). Those who are led by the Spirit are not under the law 
as a covenant of works, a covenant of life and death. The fruit of the Spirit is love 
joy, peace ; against these there is no law. “  Quis legem det amantibus ? ”— c' Who shall 
prescribe a law to those who love ? ” They delight in the law of God after the 
inward man, and their only sorrow is that they cannot love God more, and serve Him 
more perfectly.

Once more, “ Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” The greatest safeguard against falling away is growth in grace. 
While you are growing you are safe. He who gave this precept was himself a 
remarkable instance of it. Look at Peter in the Gospels, Peter in the Acts, 
and Peter in the Epistles. He had all along been a growing Christian. There was 
grace in the blade, grace in the ear, and then full corn in the ear. I f any man had a 
right to say it, he had. Grow in grace. St. John, too, speaks of little children, 
young men, and fathers. Once in mistaken zeal he wrould have called down fire 
from heaven upon the inhospitable Samaritans, but in the Acts of the Apostles we 
find Peter and John going down to Samaria and praying that the Samaritans might 
receive the Holy Ghost. And as love increased power increased, and these two fisher
men gathered into the Gospel-net an incredible number of fish-—and see the rich reward 
of their patient labours !

Be ye also patient, and the result shall be the same. I  verily believe that faithful 
Missionaries abroad are, as a rule, far more successful in winning souls for Christ than 
ministers at home. Oh, what a harvest of souls will some reap ! They sowed in tears, 
but they will reap in joy. Even now they are often permitted to see that their labour has 
not been in vain in the Lord. Mr. French, in a letter to his father (which I was 
permitted to see), dated the 14th of December last, wrote, “ This has been rather a 
memorable day to us in the ordination of two Native deacons and three Native priests, 
all of them well known to me, two at Agra, one at Dera Ismael Khan, and two at 
Lahore ; and all have been more or less under my instruction at some time or other.” 
“  I  heard one of the newly-ordained priests preach in the Native church on two texts, 
‘ la m  the light of the world ‘ l e  are the light of the world.’ ”

May you see much fruit of your labours, if God sees it safe for you to know i t ; and 
if not, may you still find in the eternal world that you have not run in vain, but that
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God lias reserved the discovery of it for that state where the knowledge thereof shall 
do you no harm, but only redound to His glory. May He bless you by land and 
by water, at home and abroad, by night and by day! With long life may He 
satisfy you, and show you His salvation!

After a few earnest words from the Rev. E. Sargent, from Tinnevelly, prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Rowley Hill, the Vicar of the Parish, and the Benediction pro
nounced by the Venerable Archdeacon Hunter.

THE CITY OF PERPETUAL PROSPERITY.
I k  the “ Church Missionary Record ” for October, 1872, there is a very full account of 
Shaou-hying, the city of “ Perpetual Prosperity.” It lies on the main road between 
Ning-po and Hang-chau, being distant about one hundred miles from Ning-po, and 
thirty from Hang-chau. The city is the capital of the department of the same name in 
the province of Che-kiang.

We must refer our readers to the “ Church Missionary Record” for much most 
interesting information about the ancient history of Shaou-hying, communicated in 
the letter of our Missionary, Mr. Valentine. According to him, the present population 
is estimated at about 500,000 souls; there is probably also a population of two millions 
in the numerous and easily accessible villages scattered round it in all directions. 
In the estimation of Bishop Russell, “ it must be regarded as a sphere of Missionary 
entei’prise inferior to none in the Chinese Empire.”

Mr. Palmer, whose letter we subjoin, has not been long in China, nor has the Mis
sion, which was broken up some years ago by the incursions of the Taepings, been long 
resumed. The door, however, seems to be open, or at any rate opening, for the entrance 
of the Gospel. Mr. Tong, the native agent, whose death is mentioned, was among the 
first-fruits of ’ great city when first visited by our Missionaries in 1861. There was
much promise of future usefulness in the opening career of this young man, but the 
Master las called him, and he is no longer here.

Shaou-hying, Doc. 9, 1872. 
i to happy to be able to tell you what I 

Most certainly believe myself, that the past 
year has been one of progress, first, in the 
erection of another permanent Mission-house, 
and, secondly, in our being able to hire a room 
in one of the principal streets of the city, for 
daily preaching to the heathen the Gospel of 
the grace of God. And although at present 
we see not that for which we long, viz., the 
real and spiritual progress of the Kingdom of 
Christ, the inquiry among this people of the 
way to Zion with the face thitherward, the 
desire to cast their idols to the moles and bats, 
and with one heart to trust in the Lord and 
His Christ—although as yet we see not this 
blessed progress, still I think you will agree 
with me that a step in advance has been taken 
during the past year ; that we have, through 
God’s blessing, been enabled to drive our 
stakes deeper, to buckle on our armour more

s

tightly, and to prepare our weapons more 
effectually for going forth to battle with the 
idolatries, the superstitions, the pride and 
the conceit of this poor, heathen Chinese 
people, who, verily, professing themselves 
wise, have become fools.

In my letter to Mr. Hutchinson a few 
months ago, I  gave him some account of 
events connected with the purchase of the 
building-site, which turned out most favour
able for the Mission. I am glad to say that 
since that time everything has gone on most 
quietly, and that the So family (to whom I 
then alluded) are among my politest neigh
bours. I also succeeded, without the least 
trouble, in paying (for the first time) my 
house-tax, or rather land-tax. On the whole, 
the past year has been free from rumours. 
Of course there were a few reports about 
while the house-building was going on. Some 
said that I was building (in concert with other 
2
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foreigners who were building elsewhere) with 
a view to the subjugation of the Chinese 
Empire; others said that I had rent the 
Fong-s,* i.e. the luck or prosperity of the 
Confucian temple, not far from my house; 
and others went still further, and said I had 
entirely spoiled the luck of the whole district. 
However, now, after the expiration of nearly 
twelve months, it is comforting to these 
people to know that things generally remain 
about the same as they were for ten years 
before the foreigners came to dwell among 
them, and that, after all, the “ foreign devil ” 
is not nearly so bad as they formerly thought 
him to be, and who, by the way, has now 
gained the respect of many, and with it a 
kinder and more decorous appellation. It is 
pleasant to record that round about our 
houses, and in the streets we most frequent, 
we are now very seldom called that opprobrious 
name so hard to hear in Chinese, but that a 
better and more respectable one has taken its 
place.

I regret to say that I have not been able 
to give very much time to the preaching- 
room, owing to building and other circum
stances. Whenever I have been able to 
attend, I have been most interested, both with 
the number who have crowded into the room 
to hear, and also with the interest they 
exhibited, though sometimes one feels that 
their interest is more in hearing a foreigner 
speak to them in their own tongue than in the 
truths the foreigner' proclaims.

However, there are some who do seem in
terested in the truth itself. I was speaking 
the other day in the preaching-room, and 
noticed that one man seemed particularly 
interested. I was speaking of the difference 
between the one living and true God, and 
false gods, the works of men’s hands. He 
seemed surprised to hear that all besides the 
One God were false, and suddenly he inter
rupted, saying, “ Sir, have yon no idols of 
wood and earth in your honourable country ? ” 
I assured him that we had not one. “ Then,” 
said he, “  what do you worship ?” I then ex
plained to him that we worshipped not a god 
whose power was limited, like most of their 
so-called gods, but One who is infinite, the 
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things. 
The man still manifested his surprise by 
saying to those around him, “ In the foreign 
teacher’s country they have no idols of wood 
and earth !” This was not said in the trifling 
frivolous manner that one meets so frequently

* Fong- 3  is literally “ wind and water.”

with among the Chinese, but the man seemed 
to speak in all seriousness, so that one could 
not but pray that such as he might be led by 
the Spirit of God to believe in Him who alone 
can save.

I feel sure that the daily preaching to the 
heathen must be productive of immense good, 
though perhaps we are apt to think otherwise 
as we see so little fruit. In the space of an 
hour or two, hundreds of people come in and 
out, some listening only for five minutes, some 
for’ half-an-hour, and others there are who 
will listen as long as we are able to speak to 
them. How these people (principally men), 
whether they stay for a longer or a shorter 
time, always hear some Gospel truth, some
thing which cuts at the root of that which 
they have been taught to believe in as the 
truth. And therefore I think that we must 
not be over saddened or discouraged, because 
we, in the providence of God, are not per
mitted to see much success to the work of our 
hands, for we are sowing seed, namely, the 
knowledge of the Lord J esus Christ, who He 
is, and what He has done for the human 
family— seed sown to accomplish the Lord’s 
good purposes— seed, we trust, that will spring 
up and bear fruit to the glory of our God, to 
be reaped, if not by us, by our successors, that 
both sower and reaper may rejoice together. 
I may here illustrate what I have said above, 
about spreading a knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus among the people, by what occurred a 
few days past. I  had just opened the 
preaching-room, when several men entered, 
and among them an intelligent-looking man, 
to whom, after the usual polite questions, 1 
addressed myself thus “ Have you ever 
heard of the doctrine of Jesus Christ?” He 
answered, “ Yes, I have.” “ May I ask 
where you heard this doctrine?” “ About 
seven or eight months ago at Tien-ing-dong.” 
“ Who spoke to you of the doctrine at Tien- 
ing-dong?” “ You did yourself.” (Tien- 
ing-dong is the name of the new Mission- 
house). I had not the slightest recollection 
of the man, but from what he told me I think 
I must have fallen in with him while superin
tending the building of the Mission-house, 
and then have spoken to him of the Lord 
Jesus. He had not forgotten something of 
what he then learnt, for, from the following 
answer, you will see that he remembered what 
I will venture to call the two chief points in 
our holy religion. I said to him, You said 
you heard of the doctrine some eight months 
ago, pray can you tell me who Jesus Christ 
is ?” He replied, “ Jesus is God, Jesus is the
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Saviour o f the world f  Surely we have done 
something if we can make every one we come 
in contact with hnow these two great and 
blessed truths. As to believing these saving 
truths, would that we could speak more en
couragingly ! Still I think, as I said before, 
that we are making progress, for how shall 
these poor benighted Chinese “ believe in Him 
of whom they have not heard ?” Of course 
we have many difficulties peculiar to our 
work among this people, but perhaps none 
greater than that caused by the intense preju
dice against all foreign intrusion, and this 
prejudice is greatly strengthened by the 
ridiculous and wicked reports which are con
tinually being circulated. I will just give 
you one instance of a report which was in 
circulation in this city a year ago, to deter 
people from receiving the rite of baptism. My 
first Shaou-hying teacher, a most intelligent 
man, and a man of high literary attainments 
(though an inveterate opium smoker), said to 
me one day while in conversation, “  I should 
like to know what you do with a person when 
he receives baptism, as there is a certain 
rumour abroad, which, if untrue, I should like 
to be able to contradictand then he added 
emphatically, “  not that I believe in any of 
these reports.” However, I am afraid my 
scholastic friend did really inquire to satisfy 
doubts in his own mind. I said, “ What is 
the rumour ? We have no secret practices in 
our religion.” “ Well,” said he, “ people say 
that when a person enters your religion he is 
obliged to receive baptism, and that when he 
is baptized he is obliged to swallow a pill.”  
“ But what is the use of the pill ?” I asked. 
“ Why, the pill is to prevent the receiver from  
ever after leaving the religion. If, after having 
received baptism, a man should leave the 
religion, the pill would immediately cause his 
body to swell to an enormous size, and finally 
burst asunder, causing death.” Such was 
the ridiculous rumour which was told me 
without a smile by one who I cannot but 
think half believed it himself. I was most 
glad of the opportunity of 'telling this 
learned Chinaman how and for what purpose 
baptism was established, and how it was ad
ministered in our church; and, moreover, that 
when a person received baptism it was done 
publicly in the face of the congregation 
that he and any other orderly person might 
come and judge for themselves, and know for 
certain that nothing was done secretly, nor 
any magical arts practised. These rumours 
may sound foolish and puerile to English 
ears, but at present are thoroughly believed

in by most of the Chinese who have as yet 
not come in contact with foreigners. We 
have need much to pray that the existing 
prejudice of all the Chinese may speedily be 
taken away, and that free intercourse may 
take place between nations at present so en
tirely diverse.

Our Sunday services are continued as last 
year. The morning service consists of the 
morning prayer, 1st and 2nd Lessons (from 
the Hew Calendar) and sermon, the text gene
rally being taken from one of the lessons for 
the day. In the afternoon we have the litany 
and sermon. Mr. Valentine and myself con
duct the services alternately. The congrega
tion is made up for the most part by mem
bers of our own households. Lately I have 
devoted Sunday afternoon to the preaching- 
room referred to above.

You will be pleased to hear that, notwith
standing the long cessation from study which 
the building of the new Mission-house en
tailed, I am feeling quite at home in my 
second dialect, and have the satisfaction of 
knowing that I am understood by those who 
listen to the story of the Cross from my lips. 
You will also be pleased to hear that Mrs. 
Palmer has commenced a bi-weekly visitation 
among the women who live about us. Every
where she is most politely received and gladly 
listened to ; it may be because she is a foreign 
lady; still it is encouraging, to say the least, 
to find people on every hand willing to listen 
to the reading of the Holy Scripture, and to 
the glad tidings of salvation. A  Hingpo woman - 
servant (and a Chi’istian) generally accom
panies my wife, and is of very great assistance 
in explaining to the Natives in their own way 
the truths which my wife desires to inculcate. 
At present we have no room in which we can 
hold any kind of service for those who would 
be willing to come; but we hope in a month , 
or two to erect a suitable building (at our oivn 
expense) in which my wife can hold a meeting 
for women, or have a day-school; and to 
which also I shall be able to invite my neigh
bours to come and listen to the truth as it is 
in Jesus. May I ask your prayers on our 
behalf, that our efforts in this respect may 
meet with encouragement and success P You 
will have heard, before this letter reaches you, 
either from Mr. Gough or Mr. Valentine, of the 
death of our only native assistant, Mr. Tong. 
Mr. Tong and several members of his family, 
as you are already aware, were brought to a 
knowledge of the Saviour through the in
strumentality of Mr. Burdon. As I was the 
only one who was able to visit our native
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brother as his end drew near (Mr. Valentine 
at that time being very unwell), it may 
interest you to know that he departed this 
life with a sure hope in the Lord Jesus. The 
first time I visited him after he took to his 
bed was on a Sunday morning after the 
service. I  was quite struck with his altered 
and wasted appearance. Heath seemed to 
be written in his countenance. After a few 
inquiries as to his disease (dysentery), &c., I 
said to him, “ Tong sien sang, God has laid 
His afflicting hand upon you; we know not 
His will; it may be that He is going to call 
you to Himself; and, though we would gladly 
keep you here to help us in our work, the 
Lord’s will must be done. How, should it be 
God’s wise purpose that you should depart 
this life, do you feel at all afraid to d ie?” 
He answered, “ I do not fear death, I  trust 
only in the merits of Jesus; certainly it is 
not our will, but His.” The same Sunday 
afternoon I saw him, and read and prayed 
with him, directing his thoughts to the 
mansions prepared for the Lord’s people by 
the Lord Himself. I saw him several times 
afterwards, and he always gave me the 
greatest reason to believe his feet were firmly 
placed upon the Rock of Ages. The Sunday 
morning before his death he seemed better, 
his voice was clearer, and he said to me that 
even now “ it may be God’s will to restore me, 
but His will be done.”

On the Wednesday morning following, 
September 25th, he quietly and peacefully 
left this wicked world for the life, happiness, 
and glory which knows no end. He was 
conscious that his hour had come. Just 
before his death he said to his wife, who was 
standing by his bedside weeping, “  I  am going 
to the place of rest; you will not be left alone.” 
These, I believe, were the last words he spoke 
on earth. How much ought we to magnify 
the grace of God when we remember that this 
man was born and brought up, and lived as 
a heathen, yet through the wonderful grace 
of God he was enabled to forsake all heathen 
practices and believe the Gospel, and on his 
dying bed to acknowledge but one Saviour, 
even Jesus, to trust in no merit save the 
merits of Jesus, and to confess that he was 
going to that place of rest prepared by the 
Lord Jesus for all those who trust in and love 
H im ! May we remember what our converts 
were before they learnt to trust in Christ, and 
thus praise God more on their behalf!

You doubtless know that the Chinese regard 
the placing of the corpse in the coffin as a very 
great ceremony; it is then that all assemble

to take a long and last farewell of the de
parted one, and then many heathenish and 
superstitious observances are practised. "VVe 
observed this ceremony by holding a short 
service around the coffin of our departed 
brother. A  few other Christians had come to 
join us. We first sang a hymn suitable for 
the occasion, then had prayer, after which I 
read the account of our Blessed Lord raising 
Lazarus from the dead. I spoke first of the 
resurrection generally, and of the sure hope 
which our brother had in Christ of the resur
rection to eternal life. I then addressed a 
few words of comfort to his bereaved ones 
which the subject most naturally suggested. 
After I had finished speaking, two Native 
Christians engaged in prayer, beseeching 
Almighty God to prepare all present for the 
hour of death, and to enable the afflicted ones 
to look to Jesus and cast their burden upon 
Him.

On Friday, the 8th of November, we com
mitted the remains of our native brother to 
their final resting-place. The family have a 
plot of land at a village called Po-dong, 
about twenty-five to thirty li from Shaou- 
hying, and it is there that our late native 
assistant is buried. On the day of the 
funeral, the remains of his father (also a 
Christian), who died a few years ago, and was 
buried outside one of the gates of the city, 
were removed to the ahove-mentioned plot of 
ground, and the Christian father and son 
were placed side by side in the same grave. 
In fact, three generations were represented in 
the grave: first the grandfather, a heathen, 
and then the father and son, Christians. Be
fore starting for the grave, I read half of our 
solemn burial service in the house. It was a 
long and tedious journey to the grave, which 
we did not reach till two o’clock in the after
noon, although we left home as early as nine 
a.m. The place of interment is situated in a 
very pretty spot, at the foot of a hill, and all 
round about the eye lights on tiny hillocks 
which mark the resting-places of the dead—  
alas ! of the dead who have not died in the 
Lord. The coffins having been placed in the 
grave, I read the remaining portion of the 
burial service; after which I addressed a few 
words to the hill men who had gathered 
round us and listened most attentively, ex
plaining to them, in as short a way as I could, 
what the resurrection meant, and that we 
were not there for the benefit of the dead, but 
to express on so solemn an occasion our belief 
in the resurrection to everlasting life of all 
those who put their trust in Jesus, the Son
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of God, as we had every reason to believe that 
our departed brother and friend had done. 
And there among hundreds of graves is one 
which, though so much like the others, yet is 
not alike. At the foot of that one grave 
stands a stone with the inscription, “ Jesus 
said, I am the Resurrection and Life: he that 
believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live ; and whosoever liveth and be
lieveth in Me shall never die.” All around 
is darkness and uncertainty about the future, 
but from this single grave a ray of light, 
of revealed light, seems to shine forth, and is 
more apparent owing to the thick darkness 
which prevails around. May some poor 
heathen’s eye behold the words inscribed upon 
that lonely stone! May they be inscribed 
upon his heart, so that he may not rest until 
he has found Him, who in truth is “ the 
Resurrection and the Life of all who believe 
in Him ! ”

I have sometimes thought, “ Why has God

deprived us of our native helper at a time 
when we appear to want him most ? ” But 
just as when we desire to look into the secret 
things which belong to God, we find ourselves 
unable to comprehend them, so I  find in this 
case I am obliged to give up thinking and 
exercise the faith of one of old who said, “ It 
is the Lord: let Him do what seemeth unto 
Him good.” We are at all events, by the 
removal of our native brother, reminded to 
“ be ready also,” and to do the work of God 
while it is called to-day, “ for the night cometh 
when no man can work.” May God grant 
us a richer portion of His Holy Spirit, to feel 
more and more the real state of the heathen 
among whom we dwell, and to put forth 
greater efforts to bring them to the Saviour’s 
feet! Asking for an interest ever in your 
prayers, for our work, my colleague and my
self, and with kind Christian regards,

Believe me, &c.,
(Signed) R obert Palm er.

“  INNOCENT AMUSEMENT,”
During what we may, perhaps, without discourtesy, term a brief access of delirium, 
from which it has since entirely recovered, our respected contemporary, the Friend o f  
India, last year, described by the foregoing title the worship of Juggernath. The 
writer composed his article in a very cheerful spirit, but his cheerfulness was quickly 
overshadowed by the smashing of two men under the wheels of the smaller of the two 
cars. This, of course, was “ purely accidental.” W e have to chronicle once more this 
year also a recurrence of these “ accidents.” The first intimation of them received in 
England was by a telegram in the Times of July 10th. It stated that on the 
previous day, “ The Juggernath car crushed eight women at Goopto, in the Hooghly 
District; six are dead.” From the more full report of this occurrence, in the Friend 
o f  India, July 15th, we learn:—

The Juggauath festival in Hooghly closed 
on Saturday week with more murderous 
results than ever. At Goopto, in the interior, 
twenty people fell while the car was being 
dragged; eight were run over, five were killed 
on the spot and three were wounded, of whom 
one has died. The six victims are women. 
At Serampore, on Friday, not only the people 
but the magistrate and the police inspector 
had a very narrow escape during the Oolta or 
return of the Ruth. The car was stopped at 
the request of the priests, to enable them to 
secure more pice by appealing to the people. 
While resting on its shady side, the magistrate 
suddenly found it go off with a rush, without 
notice, at a time when the people were crowd
ing round. It could not be again stopped till

it had run some twenty yards. Providentially 
no one was injured, but it is precisely during 
such an unexpected start that people have 
been crushed to death on former occasions. 
The conduct of the priests should be carefully 
investigated. The experience of this festival 
more than justifies Sir George Campbell’s 
interference in the interests of humanity, and 
clearly proves that it is a mistake to leave the 
suppression of such dangerous cars to the dis
cretion of the magistrates. Such responsi
bility is unfair to them, and only stimulates 
them to take a personal part in the ceremonial, 
which no English gentleman should be ex
pected to take, all questions of idolatry apart. 
Henceforth the Jugganath abomination 
should be treated like the less dangerous and
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revolting Churruk, or hook-swinging festival. be held criminally responsible for the result. 
The priests should be let alone, to do as they The Goopto priests should be put on their 
choose—but after the warning that they will trial.

In addition, we gather from Allen's Indian M ail, of August 15th, that, “ According 
to a Calcutta telegram, four men were killed by the car of Jagannath, in the Rangpur 
District.” Such, so far as it has come to light, is the return of killed and wounded for 
the present year. The recurrence of these foolish and uncalled-for massacres has elicited 
some correspondence, both in England and India, which it may be convenient to record, 
and upon which it may be well to offer some comment. The first document which we 
present is a letter written to the Times, July 17th, by a Dr. Pringle, who was for some 
time civil surgeon of Pooree, or Juggernath :—

I am grieved to see by the telegram in the 
Times, from your Calcutta correspondent, 
reporting the accident at Goopto, in the 
Hooghly district, during the Ruth Jathra, or 
Festival of the Car of Juggernaut, that six 
poor women had been sacrificed to Juggernaut, 
and, if I may judge from what I saw in a 
similar accident at Juggernaut in 1868,1 fear 
there is very little hope of the recovery of the 
other two who were injured at the same time. 
I use the word “ sacrificed” advisedly, for 
though in reality it was probably not so as 
regards self-immolation, yet the priests will 
take care that the idol gets the credit of these 
sacrifices ; and thus another stimulus is given 
to the decaying worship of that abomination 
of abominations, the worship of Juggernaut. 
Unless I am mistaken, the Hooghly district is 
rather famed for these accidents, if they may 
be termed such, and unless some stringent 
measures are adopted, they will- regularly 
recur, and the Hooghly Brahmins be able to 
say that, notwithstanding all the measures of 
the Government to detract from, or suppress 
entirely, the worship of Juggernaut, the idol 
can yet claim its victims from its infatuated 
followers, and the spiked wheels of its car be 
dyed with their blood.

During a residence of nearly four years at 
Pooree, or Juggernaut, I cannot recollect any 
case of self-immolation, and the cases of the 
four men alluded to hereafter were certainly 
not such. Although the desire of self-immo
lation could be gratified at any period of the 
festival, as generally conducted, when the cars 
are being dragged along, if any deluded 
devotee were anxious to sacrifice himself, yet, 
as remarked before, no instances of this 
occurred while I was at Juggernaut.

The late Mr. E. A. Samuells, of the Bengal 
Civil Service, while Commissioner of the 
Cuttack Division, in which the town of Jug
gernaut is situated, with the view, as far as pos
sible, of preventing these accidents, had nets 
fastened on fixed frames, reaching from the 
platform of the vehicle to within a few inches

of the ground, placed in front of the cars, and 
in the accident I shall allude to they were no 
doubt the means of preventing a great loss of 
life. The Rajah of Khoordah (the hereditary 
superintendent of the temple of Juggernaut) 
at first objected to these nets, as likely to 
detract from the sanctity of the idol, but when 
Mr. Samuells told him he would hold him re
sponsible if any accidents occurred from no 
measures being adopted to prevent them, the 
rajah at once agreed to the so-called innovation.

As it is probable that the accident at Goopto 
happened under circumstances very similar to 
that at Juggernaut, I will briefly describe the 
latter, which occurred in 1868. I may men
tion that I was not present when the accident 
occurred, but, being on my way to the dis
pensary, was on the spot soon after it hap
pened, and the following details, which I 
gathered at the time, were fully substantiated 
by what I had witnessed in the celebration of 
this festival in 1856 and 1857.

The car which was the cause of the accident 
was at the time dragged by a crowd of from 
1300 to 1-500 devotees, holding on by four or 
five long ropes, and, some confusion occurring 
in these long strings of people, numbers of 
them fell; but, as Milton truly describes it, 
“ from the sound of drums and cymbals loud,” 
their cries for help were unheard, as also any 
orders, if such were issued, to stop the car by 
cutting the ropes, the only possible way of 
doing it, and had it not been for these nets, it 
is awful to contemplate the loss of life which 
would have occurred under these sixteen huge 
spiked wheels. When I arrived, four mangled 
bodies were lying in the road; three of the 
poor sufferers died while I was present, and 
the fourth died a few days after at my hospi
tal, after having undergone amputation of 
both legs. It was an awful sight, and one 1 
shall never forget; and a poor mother weeping 
over the mangled corpse of her son, and the 
looks of the others for help from the Doctor 
Sahib, told but too plainly that there was no 
self-immolation here.
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ready to cut the ropes, if the speed attained 
were too great, or there was the least chance 
of an accident. Above all let the chief Brah
min be held responsible if any accident should 
occur from any breach of the above precau
tions, and I repeat even one poor Bengali 
widow will not be sacrificed to Juggernaut, in 
answer, no doubt, as the priests would have 
the ignorant devotees believe, to the cries of 
“ Victory to Lord Juggernaut.”

To those who have never seen a crowd of 
Hindoo devotees, composed chiefly of poor 
Bengali widows, the only wonder is that sixty 
instead of six were not hilled during the 
festival at Goopto. There is, however, not the 
least necessity for even a helpless creature like 
a poor Bengali widow being killed, if nets, such 
as I have described, are enforced, and a space 
of forty clear feet is left between the car and 
the people pulling by the ropes. In this space 
native police should walk, with sharp swords

There would not seem to ordinary readers to have been much to have aroused a spirit 
of fanaticism in the temperate letter of the Doctor; but two days after there appeared 
the following letter, signed by “ Indian,” which makes it evident, whether it is written 
by a Hindoo, or, more probably, by a Hindooized European, that the spirit which has, 
throughout our career in India, palliated and upheld all the abominations of idolatry, 
is not yet extinct. I f  it was written by a Hindoo, it was probably by some of the 
students of that nation now in London, educated in our Government Colleges in India. 
I f  this could be ascertained, it would be a curious instance of how little avail the super
ficial teaching of learning and science, which does not reach the heart, can avail to 
change poor fallen human nature. It was, we believe, Napoleon who said, “ Egratignez 
le Busse et vous retrouverez le Tartare.” It is, we believe, yet more emphatically true, 
that, beneath the coat of infidel varnish superinduced by Western philosophy, there 
lurks the idolater.

W e rather, however, incline to the notion that the letter is the production of some 
philosopher (!) amongst ourselves, sitting loose to all creeds, and having a natural 
affinity with every species of error.

His lucubration is as follow^ :—
Dr. Pringle’s letter in the Times of the 

17th is, if allowed to pass uncriticised, liable 
to cause much misconception of the nature 
of the celebrated Hindoo Car Festival. It 
might well have been thought that the 
light recently thrown on the subject by 
the writings of Dr. Hunter and others 
would have dissipated the ignorance that 
used to shroud our knowledge of this Car 
Festival; but here we have a letter—written, 
indeed, by a gentleman who has presumedly 
passed much of his life among the scenes 
he depicts— crowded with all the old miscon
ceptions and the old erroneous deductions 
of bygone times.

The writer accuses the priests of taking 
care that the idol is supplied with sacrifices.
He asserts that it “ claims its victims from 
its infatuated followers,” and talks about its 
wheels being dyed with their blood. He in
sinuates that the desire of self-immolation is 
ever present in the hearts of the devotees, 
and he attributes the accidents that occurred 
at Goopto the other day to the machinations 
of the Brahmans. He talks about the decay
ing worship of Juggurnauth, and “ the mea
sures of Government to detract from, or

suppress it entirely.” So far Dr. Pringle. 
Now as to Dr. Hunter on the Yishnuvite 
worship of Juggurnauth.

“ Nothing,” says Dr. Hunter (Orissa, vol. i. 
p. 134), “ couldbe more opposed to the spirit 
of Vishnu worship than self-immolation.” 
According to Chaitanya, the Apostle of the 
Juggurnauth faith, “ the destruction of the 
least of God’s creatures was a sin against 
the Creator.” Chaitanya and Ivabir, the 
modern apostle of the religion, preached “ a 
moral code of humanity, truthfulness, retire
ment, and obedience to the spiritual guide” 
(ibid., p. 194). “ Life,” said Kabir, “ is the 
gift of God; the shedding of blood, whether 
of man or animal, a crime.” The copious 
religious literature of the sect frequently 
describes the Car Festival, but makes no 
mention of self-sacrifices.

And again, “ A  drop of blood shed within 
the Pooree Temple would now pollute its 
whole precincts, with the priests, the wor
shippers, and the consecrated food” (p. 306). 
A  commissioner of Orissa, in the early and 
unsettled days of our occupation, witnessed 
the ceremony for four successive years, and 
could only testify to three cases of self-
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immolation, one being probably an accident, 
and tbe other two being sufferers from excru
ciating complaints, who chose this method of 
ridding themselves of the burden of life 
(ibid., p. 397).

So far also from the worship of Juggur- 
nauth decaying, it is at the present moment 
the most flourishing of the Hindoo creeds ; 
and the idea of Government suppressing a 
faith held by “ from one-fifth to one-third of 
the whole people of Bengal (ibid., p. 114) can
not, of course, be intended for a serious pro
position.”

The spirit of the reformed Yishnuvite 
faith has, says the authority quoted in this

letter, been no doubt isolated by the intro
duction of gross indecencies. So, also, the 
Car Festival of Juggurnauth at Pooree can
not, on account of the deplorable result of 
the pilgrimages to the shrine, be looked on 
without horror and regret. On these grounds 
we may—if there be any without sin among 
us— declaim against the worship of Juggur
nauth ; but as to the alleged sacrifices and 
self-immolation, let us call them what they 
rightly are— accidents, that are likely to arise 
in any uncontrolled multitude of excited 
people; and they must be prevented in India, 
as in Europe, by suitable police arrange
ments.

While, however, newspaper correspondents were ventilating the matter here in 
England, in India the whole question had become a matter of correspondence between 
the Governments of India and Bengal. It would seem that Sir George Campbell took 
up, as a serious matter, the death of the two men crushed last year, and expressed liis 
opinion in a letter addressed to the Home Department of the Government of India, 
from which the following is an important extract:—

The time has come for stopping the 
dragging of such of these cars as, from their 
clumsy construction or other reasons, are 
found to cause serious danger to life. He does 
not now stop to inquire how this is to be done. 
He has no doubt that if a certain religious 
character was not supposed to attach to the 
thing it would be stopped by a simple order 
to the police not to allow it. If we were still 
in a bigoted Hindoo country, such things 
might be permitted ; but in Bengal the rulers 
are Christians; half the population are Mo
hammedans, half the remainder are aborigines, 
outcastes from Hindooism, Brahmos, and 
nothing in particular. There is but a limited 
Hindoo population, who have very little 
enthusiasm for this kind of thing, and the 
heavy cars are with great difficulty moved by 

Upon this the Friend o f  India remarks :—  
All this is true. The question of at least sub

stituting light cars is one purely of policy and 
not of intolerance. We are glad that Mr. 
Campbell has thus spoken out. Fatal acci
dents occur here, or at Hurripal, almost every

the people, many of whom are, it appears, ryots 
on the temple estates, and others driven 
unwillingly to the work, or people who take 
it up for reasons not religious, some for fun, 
some for profit. The Mohammedans long ago 
put a stop to everything of this kind in Hin- 
doostan. Although the Lieutenant- Governor 
believes that the Ruth ceremonies are gene
rally an unnecessary nuisance, he would, on 
general principles of toleration, permit them, 
so long as the car is not so heavy and unwieldy 
as to be dangerous; but he would instruct the 
magistrates not to allow any car to be moved 
when they think there is danger of such acci
dents as those now reported. Before, however, 
doing anything in the matter, his Honour 
would be glad to have the advice and instruc
tions of the Government of India.

suiting district officers and intelligent natives 
as to the best means of preventing accidents. 
We trust action will be taken before the re
currence of the festival towards the beginning 
of July next.

year. The Bengal Government is still con-
The action of Government departments is slow, and, although we note with satisfaction 

that Lord Northbrook, on a visit to Serampore, took occasion to put many questions to 
the priests of the temple about the annual festival of July, measures have not been 
adopted with sufficient promptitude to prevent fresh loss of life in the Districts of Bengal^ 
if not actually at Serampore. From the Times of August 5th we gather that “ the 
correspondence ended in the Government of India agreeing with that of Bengal, that 
the nuisance section of the criminal procedure code provides for the evil, and that a 
discretionary power may be left to the responsible magistrate of stopping any car which 
he deems to be unsafe, in which act he will be supported by the Government.” Whether
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the fresh batch of “  accidents”  this year will stimulate to further action remains to be 
seen. I f  the Serampore magistrate had been smashed under the wheels of the car, as 
seems to have been all but accomplished, probably some more energetic interference than 
placing responsibility as well as the car upon him would have been ventured upon. 
Meanwhile it is some comfort to learn :—

The festival at Serampore was this year a 
striking commentary on the above descrip
tion. Fourteen miles above Calcutta, on the 
right bank of the Hooghly, a pious Hindoo 
has erected, by his last will, a fine ghaut for 
the pilgrims to the Serampore Juggernauth. 
On Wednesday last, the day before the fes
tival, a few boats only were seen at the spot 
where in former years thousands used to 
throng. When I landed, the temples were 
sounding the hour of evening prayer on dis
cordant gongs, nude ascetics fresh from the 
hill of ashes were wandering about among 
timid women in charge of some elderly priest. 
Beggars dressed up with extra hands and 
heads, and coloured to represent the deities 
of Hindooism, were silently presenting their 
plates for offerings. Soon the sparse crowd 
cooked their evening meal, or ate their parched 
rice and lay down on the ground to sleep 
away the hours till Juggernauth appeared in 
his car. Next day, for the thousands of 
former years there were literally tens. Even 
Sir George Campbell’s “ elderly females ” 
found it more interesting—in the case of a 
group of simple women from a distance, at 
least—to study the dress of a party of 
English ladies who had come to see the 
sight, and to listen to the words of one of 
them at the very time that the shapeless 
block of wood was being hoisted up to its 
place on the car. More than one Native 
Christian preacher, too, had a good audience. 
All the booths, shops, and shows of the 
“ Jattra” were there as usual, but almost

neglected. The pice, or farthings, which 
each devotee offers to the priest on the car 
for a consecrated garland of white flowers, 
were few. After the orders of Government 
the English magistrate was on his mettle, 
believing that he could so supervise the 
dragging of the car this year as to prevent 
fatal accidents. Policemen, native and Eng
lish, were everywhere. But up till 2 p.m., 
the hour which he fixed as the latest, the 
priests failed to get men enough to draw the 
unwieldy erection on its twenty-four vast 
discs of wood, although their own tenants 
were there. The second and rival car further 
on had then its turn, but the ropes broke at 
the first pull, and there it stands to this hour 
a melancholy spectacle. Towards sunset the 
first car was dragged the usual distance, the 
temple having succeeded in inducing a suf
ficient number of hands to draw. But there 
was little of that indescribable roar when the 
idol is lifted up to its place— a cry, half sono
rous, half bleating, which in former years 1 
have heard two miles away. Never has the 
festival been such a failure, though it has 
annually been falling off. The priests ascribe 
it to the interference of the police, who pre
vent accidents that give eclat to the occasion. 
Some evidently orthodox Hindoos whom I 
asked declared that the heat was too great 
to allow people to come from a distance, and 
that the epidemic fever had weakened many. 
But all, priests and orthodox, sorrowfully 
allow that the Car Festival is not what it 
once was.*

W e wish we could really feel satisfied that this baleful superstition is rapidly dwindling 
away, and becoming altogether a thing of the past; but it is not easy to distinguish 
how much may be attributable to the decline of native fervour, and how much to the 
consciousness that the vigilance of Government was aroused, and that, at Serampore, 
at any rate, mischief would be promptly put down. As it was, the magistrate and the 
police inspector had, as we have seen, a very narrow escape. “ Indian,” on the other 
hand, assures us that, so far from the worship of Juggernaut decaying, it is at the 
present moment the most flourishing of the Hindoo creeds. W e will, however, hope 
for the best; but it is clear that yet more distinct interference is necessary before this 
needless shedding of blood is put a stop to.

Upon the general question we will now proceed to offer a few remarks.
W e will begin with “ Indian,” on the supposition that if he is sincere in his views he will 

rejoice in the suppression of these car festivals. I f he places the slightest reliance upon the

* Indian Correspondent, Times, August 5,1873.
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sentiments of Chaitanya and Kabir, there can only be pollution to the God, if there is 
divinity in the shapeless log seated upon the car, whose spiked wheels are annually crim
soned with gore. I f “ the destruction of the least of God’s creatures is a sin against 
the Creator,” and there is existence, will or power in the God, what shall be said of that 
God (!) who goes forth annually crushing bones and blood beneath him in his triumphal 
progress ? I f  “ a drop of blood, shed within the temple of Pooree, pollutes its whole 
precincts,” when the car rolls on, red with gore, does it pollute on its return to the 
sacred precincts ? I f “ life is the gift of God, and the shedding of blood, whether of 
man or animal, is a crime,” in what category are these annual “ accidents” to be placed? 
W ill not “ Indian” hail with delight the willow-work Toy-cart in which it has been 
suggested that the God should henceforth parade? or is all his letter mere rhodo- 
montade and idle theory, which it requires the credulity of a modern philosopher to 
put faith in ?

From “ Indian” we turn to Dr. Pringle. To our apprehension the value of his 
testimony, the more valuable because apparently unconscious, consists in the admissions 
which he makes. Unlike “ Indian,” he is shrewd enough to perceive the real value and 
meaning of these “ accidents.” W e quite agree with him that “ the priests will take 
care that the idol gets the credit of these sacrifices; and thus another stimulus be 
given to the decaying worship of that abomination of abominations— the worship of 
Juggernath.” Again, we gather from him that Mr. Samuells, when Commissioner of 
Cuttack, to prevent “ accidents,” devised an arrangement of nets, which, in Dr, Pringle’s 
judgment, were “ no doubt the means of preventing a great loss of life.” Before this 
humane precaution was adopted, what must have happened year after year ? What led 
Mr. Samuells to adopt such a precaution ? Had there been previously loss of life ? 
W hy did the Rajah of Khoordah object to them ? Would there have been less eclat 
in the festival if there had been no “ accidents” ? Did the Rajah really wish that 
Juggernath should not be polluted with blood ? What of Dr. Hunter’s theories ? 
What about Cbaitanya and Kabir ?

From the recurrence of these “ accidents,” it is quite clear that the interference of Go
vernment on behalf of the lives of its subjects has been so far in the right direction ; yet 
we think that interference should be exercised still further, and that, as it has been very 
properly suggested, the priests should be held responsible for these “ accidents.” It 
may be essential in their judgment that these Ruth Jatras should take place; but, 
if one drop of human blood is shed in consequence, let due reparation be made by those 
who have caused it. No punishment can, of course, be inflicted on the senseless log 
of wood hoisted on the ear; but the priests can and ought to be held answerable. W hy  
they should not be punished for murder or for manslaughter we fail to see, if they persist in 
bringing forth into the public thoroughfares a huge machine, which is unmanageable and 
annually fatal to life. It would assuredly not be impossible to fix the responsibility 
upon the promoters of this senseless proceeding, and, if necessary, to quote Chaitanya 
and Kabir to them, in justification of the restraint laid upon them, which should hinder 
them from shedding blood and so polluting their God. I f  they still persevered, that blood 
should be upon their own heads.

Lastly, we once again call attention to the difference between theory and fact. Let all 
be granted that Dr. Hunter would urge, as to the theory of the bloodlessness of the 
worship of Juggernath, the fa c t  still remains that blood is shed annually in his worship, 
and that it would be much more than ordinary credulity to come to the conclusion that 
those who are most deeply interested in upholding the worship of the God would 
dispense with these annual sacrifices of human lives in honour of their Deity. They 
may be “ accidental,” but they are “ annual.” It is easy, moreover, to perceive the
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extreme reluctance with which any attempt to diminish the frequency of them is received 
by those whose craft without them would be in danger. The Rajah of Khoordah has 
no doubt clearer and more practical views of what is essential for the glory of Juggernath 
than Dr. Hunter has, or the sciolists who reproduce his theories. Wherever and 
whenever the car of Juggernath rolls,

Plurima fuso 
Sanguine terra madet.

It may he the result of accident, but these accidents have the character ot constancy. 
W ith the theory or philosophic illusion we will not concern ourselves, hut we trust that 
there is so much right reason and judgment left in our governors that the appalling 
fact shall he put an end to, even though it should be at the cost of righteous retribution 
on those who are guilty of shedding innocent blood, that by this craft they may have 
their wealth. W e can hardly agree even with the so far sensible conclusion of the 
Friend o f  India, which has now abandoned theory for facts, that—

“ The priests should be let alone to do as they choose, but, after the warning, that they 
will be held criminally responsible for the result.”

[Since the foregoing was in type there has been a fresh correspondence in the Times 
and in the Friend o f  India, which is of so much importance that we do not hesitate to 
subjoin it, that our readers may have the whole subject before them. In the issue of 
the Times for August 19th there is the following letter from a writer who signs himself
“ A. r . ”

woman, who, I thought, might have beenim- 
jDOsed upon by what we call ‘ bazaar gup,’ or 
common gossip; but in two or three days 
more I was informed that, to the joy of the 
whole country round about, the Ruth had at 
last moved, but that, unfortunately, a poor 
leper, falling under the wheels, had been 
crushed to death. It was, however, a purely 
accidental occurrence, for, after a most search
ing incpiiry, the Darogah had so reported. 
After this experience I made a practice of 
watching the Ruths, of which there are a great 
many in Bengal, and invariably found that 
when one refused to be dragged by the people, 
as the ‘ smaller car ’ of your correspondent 
did, its first motion was attended with a 
serious, if not a fatal accident.”

With reference to the above, and to the 
telegram from your correspondent reporting 
the death, this year, of eight women crushed 
by a car at. Gooptiparrah, I wrote to you on 
the 12th of last month a letter in which I 
said:—

“ I venture to predict that, when fuller ac
counts arrive, it will be found either that the 
car was a new one which was to be conse
crated by sacrifice, or that it had just under
gone extensive repair, or that it had refused 
to move.”

My prediction has been fulfilled, for in the 
letter of your Calcutta correspondent of the 
15th of July—three days later than the date 
of my letter to yon—we read with reference

In August last year you were so kind 
as to publish a letter from me . . . .  in 
which I endeavoured to show that an acci
dent so-called, causing the death of two 
men, reported by your Calcutta correspon
dent as having occurred at Serampore, was 
in reality a case of self-immolation. The 
following is an extract from that letter :—

“ A  case that occurred in my own experience 
will illustrate the grounds of my belief. Some 
twenty-five years ago I was managing a large 
estate in Lower Bengal belonging to a Hindoo 
gentleman. In the chief village of this estate 
there was a Ruth, or Juggernauth Car, which, 
having become dilapidated, underwent rather 
extensive repairs. The cars are supported on 
a number of wheels which are invisible ex
ternally. On the day when the Ruth ought 
to have proceeded on its journey the huge 
multitude found it impossible to move it. As 
I afterwards learnt, the priests had locked the 
wheels. Eor two or three days the people tried 
to move it, but in vain. At last it began to be 
whispered that a human sacrifice was required 
to inaugurate the newly-repaired car. A  day 
or two more and I was told that the victim 
had been procured in the person of a leper, 
who had sold himself for the sum of 61. I  
was also told that the Darogah, or superin
tendent of police, had bee handsomely 
bribed, and that he would repo the magis
trate ‘ Accidental death.’ I ( uot believe 
all this, especially as my informant was a
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to tlie car or cars by which the death of the against accident became the cause of human
eight women had been caused,— “ In this case sacrifices being— in the eyes of the owners of
the priests had been warned to repair them the cars, who are not always priests—rendered
(the cars) and to take their pinnacles down.” necessary.
Thus the very precautions of the Government

To this there is the following reply from “A  Bengali.” * It is hardly possible to doubt, 
from the style and tone of the letter, that it proceeds from one of that class of ingenuous 
youth, who last year disclaimed against the Archbishop of Canterbury, and who are 
now cultivating on the banks of the Thames the “ humanities ” gathered originally 
in Government Colleges on the banks of the Ganges. It fully makes good the remarks 
on which we ventured in an earlier part of this article.

I hope you will be good enough to publish 
the following lines in reference to a letter of 
your correspondent “ A. F.,” which appeared 
in your columns of the 19th inst.

The writer, to say the least, broadly insinu
ates that the late loss of the lives of eight 
women at Gooptiparah was, in reality, a case 
of self-immolation. I  most humbly beg to 
say that he is greatly mistaken. I have 
known the people of Gooptiparah very well 
from my childhood, I know the car to which 
your Calcutta correspondent referred in his 
letter, and I have recently heard from my 
friends at Gooptiparah about the affair. It 
was a mere accident, and nothing more nor 
less.

The car or Ruth of Gooptiparah is sacred to 
“  Brindlia vana C’audra ” (another name of 
Juggernauth), an idol much loved and re
spected by the mass of the people. There is 
a very large gathering of them on the ap
pointed day, when the Ruth moves or is 
dragged along, and women come from the dis
tance of twenty miles and upwards. It runs 
on a bad road, very muddy, rough, and by no 
means wide enough for a multitude of, say, 
10,000 men and women. The loss of life often 
occurs on account of these reasons, not only 
in Gooptiparah, but everywhere.

In the front of the Ruth there are generally 
two wooden horses, and ropes are tied round 
these and the front rails, &c.; sometimes the 
number of these ropes are ten, or even more 
than that. The people catch hold of them, 
and pull them with all their might; and as 
there is a superstition among the vulgar that 
they must pull one of these ropes if they want 
to get rid of any illness from which they may 
be suffering, so all the “ pullers ” are by no 
means sound and strong. If the car is new, 
or any great alterations have recently been

made in it, then the mob cannot generally 
rightly guess how many hands are wanted to 
make it go; first a batch goes and tries “ the 
job ” as they call i t ; if they are unsuccessful 
in their attempt, then, on account of the zeal 
of the spectators, their original number is 
suddenly doubled; so when, with the help of 
these newcomers, they pull again, the car may 
rush with swiftness, and the pullers, overjoyed 
with it, begin to run and pull at the same 
time; but the weakest of them are not always 
able to keep pace with the others, but fall 
down, and then the wheels, which have not 
ceased to move, run over them. But this is 
not all. Sometimes, when the car is going 
very swiftly, one of the ropes may suddenly 
break, and the pullers of this one must in
evitably lose their balance and come down 
to the ground, but before the fact can be 
noticed or measures can be taken the wheels 
are upon these unfortunate tumblers. These 
and various others are the causes of the fatal 
accidents of which you hear now and then, but 
I can very well assure you that if on the 
occasion a prudent and energetic police officer 
could be employed, who would direct the mob, 
and not let them have their own way in 
drawing the car, you would very seldom hear 
of any fatal accident.

In conclusion, I humbly beg your corre
spondent “  A. F.” not to stick to the belief 
that the Bengalis are now-a-days as fond of 
self-immolation and procuring human sacri
fices as they were twenty years back, or in the 
days of Cornwallis; and not to make such 
dangerous insinuations in the Times, a news
paper so much read by the higher Govern
ment authorities in Bengal, or it may go very 
hard against honest people, who no more 
believe in Juggernauth and his cars than Mr. 
“ A. F.” himself.

Meanwhile, from another Hindoo, not perhaps equally enlightened with philosophy, 
but apparently more gifted with common sense and the feelings of natural humanity, 
we receive the following account, either gathered by himself upon the spot or from eye
witnesses. He relates the ghastly scene as it happened in all its horror, not with the

* Times, August 21, 1873.
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fond recollection of an “  innocent amusement,” to which distance from the scene lends 
enchantment.

Sir George Campbell got great discredit 
among the writers of the Native press for 
his orders on the Ruth Jatra. I am incliued 
to think that whoever takes a dispassionate 
view of the matter must be irresistibly driven 
to conclude that the festival is barbarous in 
its conception and dangerous in its character. 
To establish the truth of this assertion I need 
hardly look back on what happened in years 
gone by. It is enough for my purpose to 
write a plain unvarnished tale of what oc
curred on Saturday last at Gooptipara, on 
the occasion of the return of the car.

On the 5th instant, at eight o’clock in the 
morning, whilst a large body of men were 
busily engaged in moving the massive, rickety 
car, a beam suddenly rolled down on the 
people who occupied the front rank and made 
sad havoc among them. The consequence 
was that several persons fell flat on their 
faces and were run over by the huge Ruth. 
Immediately after eight women were found 
lying on the spot, two of whom had already 
breathed their last; three of the remainder 
were gasping for their last breath, and the 
rest were in a very distressed condition. 
Many more persons who had received slight 
bruises did not stay to be the observed of all 
sight-seers, but fled away in deep conster
nation. The three that were gasping died 
a few hours after, and it is said that a dead 
child was afterwards found stuck on one of 
the wheels of the car. Upon hearing of the 
accident, Baboo Upendra Narayan Mazumdar, 
a respectable gentleman of Gooptipara, visited 
the spot along with a medical friend of his, 
with a view to do all assistance in his power 
to such of the wounded as had any chance of 
life. It was at his request that the police 
sub-inspector removed the three wounded to

a shady place, though for an hour they were 
being scorched by the sultry sun. His 
medical friend then dressed the wounds and 
applied some medicines, when they were 
removed to the Hooghly Hospital. But I 
have not yet come to the strangest part of 
the story. Just at the occurrence of the 
accident the owner of the Ruth, who should 
have taken all necessary precautions to pre
vent the catastrophe— at any rate, who ought 
to have been on the spot to do all that lay in 
his power to mitigate the sufferings of the 
wounded—under cover of a pretext that one 
of his fingers had sustained some injury, left 
the scene and retired to his house. The police 
also seemed to be lukewarm in the discharge 
of their duties.

Now, Mr. Editor, the above narrative, the 
truth of which will be vouched for by all who 
were present on the scene, tells beyond the 
force of all logic what a dangerous thing the 
Ruth festival is. The lives of six human 
beings were lost for an entertainment which, 
to say the least, is demoralizing in its charac
ter. The conservative element in the national 
character would be touched to the quick were 
I to recommend the abolition of the festival; 
but the distinctive tendency of the English 
administration should not be lost sight of. 
The effect of the abolition of Suttee rites and 
of the Charak leads me to think that, should 
the Government issue a fiat prohibiting the 
Ruth Jatra, people would very soon forget 
the outrage thus committed to their feelings, 
and, what is still more astonishing, would 
look upon the festival itself some time hence 
as an unmixed evil.

P.S.— I have just come to learn that of the 
three wounded that were sent to the Hooghly 
Hospital two have died since.*

Upon this the Editor of Friend o f  India remarks in his editorial,—
The tale of murders due this year to the 

cars of Jugganath has not yet been all told. 
A  telegram, which we have received since our 
last, announces “ four men killed in another 
Ruth accident in the district of Rungpore.” 
Will the intelligent and even orthodox Hindoos 
themselves not show that idolatry has not 
robbed them of all regard for humanity and 
their poorer countrymen by combining to 
urge on the Government of India the sup
pression of the large cars ? They did this in 
the case of the hook-swinging Churruk, and 
now that is dying out all over the country, if 
it is not dead. The letter of one of them

elsewhere, giving a graphic account of the 
Gooptipara atrocity, holds out the hope that 
the community on whose English education 
so much public money has been spent during 
the last forty years will show that it is bearing 
some good fruit. If not, Lord Northbrook’s 
interference is now imperative. The Goop
tipara priest was warned by the magistrate 
to repair his car, and declined to substitute a 
smaller one lest his rivals should draw away 
the crowds and affect his pocket. An expe
rience of fifteen years has convinced us that 
the people would be grateful if Government 
limited the size of the cars, nor would the

*  Friend of India, July 22, 1873.
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miserably greedy priests object if all were 
treated alike. In Hoogbly alone tbere are 
10 large and 150 small cars. The autho
rities cannot watch even all the former, so 
that now at Gooptipara, last year at Hur- 
ripal, and the year before at Serampore, there 
has been sad loss of life. If the cars be dimi

nished in size—the talk of the greater merit 
of large cars is mere priestly avarice— and 
the priests be held criminally responsible for 
every accident, the Ruth Jatra may every
where be left to itself, without the assistance, 
so degrading to the Government and to him
self, of the Christian magistrate.

The Calcutta correspondent of the Times for August 21st remarks, in a still more 
outspoken manner,—

The death of four men under the wheels of 
a Juggernauth car at Kahgunj, in the Rung- 
pore district, has been announced. Two more 
women have died from the accident at Goop
tipara, so that this year’s Jatra has resulted 
in the unusually large number of twelve 
deaths. As a new car is made at Pooree every 
year, accidents there are now rare. But in 
Hooghly there are at least ten cars in different 
places, and each is forty feet high, erected on 
from twenty to twenty-six enormous discs of 
wood, which act as wheels. They are often 
out of repair. They totter along unsteadily 
on roads frequently impassable from rain, and 
more than once they have fallen over into the 
ditch. It is not possible, by any mechanical 
appliances, to regulate the dragging of the 
car by a crowd of somewhat excited devotees, 
who extend for a great distance and cannot 
hear an order. Could this be done, however, 
there are neither English magistrates nor

police officers enough to watch each of ten 
such cars in one district, dragged on the same 
day. The result is that the orders of the 
Government of India, given this year with 
the best intentions, have failed to prevent a 
worse catastrophe than has happened within 
the memory of this generation, and have 
identified the Government, through the 
magistrate, with the idolatrous ceremonial, 
in a way unknown since the indignation of 
England led to the abolition of the Pooree 
pilgrim tax nearly half a century ago. It is 
not surprising that the Bengal Government 
has asked Lord Northbrook’s approval of the 
proposal to stop the large cars for the future 
as dangerous to life under the most favourable 
circumstances, and as dishonouring to Go
vernment when the British magistrate and 
policeman is forced to take the post of danger 
on the car, as in Serampore, or to head the 
procession, as in Pooree.

It would be difficult after the prediction of “A. F .,” sent to the Times before the receipt 
of intelligence from India, not to feel assured that the “ accidents ” in these “ innocent 
amusements ” are “ impromptus faits a loisir,” and in many cases are on a par with the 
atrocities practised by heathen negroes in their fetish worship in the interior of Africa, 
and the exact counterpart of them.

Again, it would be difficult not to come to the conclusion that, however benevolent 
may have been the intentions of Government, we are now incurring the guilt of com
plicity with these bloody holocausts. “ When British magistrates and policemen are 
forced to take the post of danger on the car, as in Serampore, or to head the pro
cession, as in Pooree,” we leave it to the intelligence of our readers to conclude what 
interpretation is put upon such acts by the devil worshippers who are surrounding the car.

Lastly, we would call earnest attention to the amount of substantial enlightenment 
resulting from a system of godless education in the minds of the rising generation of India, 
as evidenced in the letter of “ Bengali.” Upon the childishness of it we do not comment, 
nor on the admissions which he makes, for which his idolatrous friends and philosophical 
Europeans will hardly thank him. I f there is any meaning in his letter, “ twenty years 
back, or in the days of Cornwallis,” Bengalis “  were fond of self-immolation and procuring 
human sacrifices.” W e would rather direct attention to the assertion of sympathy with 
the “ idol, much loved and respected by the mass of the people,” even at the expense 
of “ unfortunate tumblers,” and the readiness to excuse and desire to uphold what the 
commonest humanity, if godless teaching could influence it, would unsparingly condemn.

W e do trust, at any rate, that in future years these bloody massacres, under the plea 
of religion, will be strictly prohibited by law, even at the expense of “ Victory to Lord 
Juggernaut.” ]
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Very suitable fo r  Sunday School Teachers, fyc.
C h u r c h  M is s io n a r y  H o u s e , S a l is b u r y  S q u a r e , L o n d o n .

NOTICE T O  LADIES’ WORKING PARTIES.
Packages for the Missions should he addressed to “ The Secretaries, Church Missionary Ware

house, 28, Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London.” A  list of the contents of each package, and 
the value of the same, should he sent by Post to the Secretaries, in order that they may be passed 
through the Custom House without difficulty and delay.

IN PREPARATION,

THE FIFTH EDITION OF THE

C H U R C H  M I S S I O N A R Y  A T L A S ,
W ITH SEVERAL N E W  M A P S  AN D ILLUSTRATIVE M ATTER.

“ By a thorough know
ledge of the natural laws 
which govern the opera
tions of digestion and 
nutrition, and by a careful 
application of the fine 
properties of well-selected 
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has pro
vided our breakfast-tables 
with a delicately flavoured 
beverage which may save 
us many heavy doctors’ 
bUls.” —  The Civil Service 
Gazette.

G R A T  E F U L - C  O M F O R T I N G .E P P S ’ S
(BREAKFAST)C 0 C OA.

Each Packet is Labelled—
JAMES EPPS & CO., Homoeopathic Chemists.

G i l b e r t  & R i v l v g t o n ,  Printers, 52, St. John’s Square, and 28, Whitefriars Street.


