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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Kate Anderson 
1250 Burden Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M2J4 

Dear Kate: 

August 16, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with Vanessa and 
Sandra for your safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the 
transcript, please do not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is always greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

LeaM. Gobbi 
2877 Spruce Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2L2S3 

Dear Lea: 

August 16, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with Vanessa and 
Sandra for your safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the 
transcript, please do not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is always greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

LeaM. Gobbi 
2877 Spruce Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2L 2S3 

Dear Lea: 

October 16, 2000 

It has been brought to our attention that you have some concerns about your interview 
with Sandra Baxter for the Upper Fraser Oral History Project. I want to assure you that 
your privacy will be fully protected, as promised when the interview was conducted. The 
oral history portion of this project is strictly for information purposes, and by no means 
will your name or interview be released to the public in any form. We would be pleased 
to take a look at any changes you have made to the interview and correct it accordingly. 
If you want to send us a copy of the interview you proofed we will correct the one we 
have on file and send you a corrected version to approve. Please address the interview to 
Greg Halseth, Geography Department care of the address at the top of this page. Again, I 
want to assure you of your full privacy regarding the interview. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Tara Specker, Project Co-ordinator 

Sincerely, 

Greg Halseth, 
Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant:___,~_:.....;...e.,=--~:........:.Ni\--=-:~.=......:...____.o"-r\--=------

Place of interview: \?,_~l;J ~wv::zi\ev\, S:t. P-G. 

Mailing Address of Participant 

Date: __ Y\_~ ____ -z._____,_\ ....:;.;'1:)=-----------

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is ~AAV"k ~~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history 

of the communities along the Upper Fraser river, and how they have 

changed over time, especially with changes in the forest industry. The 

purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these 

communities. 

Name of Interviewee: Leo.. M. G:,o\doi 

Place: d-8?t-::J: Spcvce..- S-,utt 

-Date: ,.,'no 2'2. 00 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at 

any time and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research 

project, my participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific 

information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they 

are audio, video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/ or transcriptions 

and/or images (e.g. maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following 

research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/ or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by 

other scholars and/ or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River 
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region. I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

I agree to use the information according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature of Particip t 
sy-.tn [).£ .Do 

Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have 

provided for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this 

interview will only be made available to public archives after a ten year period has 

elapsed from the time of completion of the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this 

period to the appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the 

researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, 

Greg Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, 

depending on interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct 

extension will be inserted here). My name is \J..id&Se ~Jr@ (name of interviewer 

will be inserted) and I can be reached through the above professor. 

2 



.. 

CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history 

of the communities along the Upper Fraser river, and how they have 

changed over time, especially with changes in the forest industry. The 

purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these 

communities. 

Name of Interviewee: __ ~ __ -\-_<:.. ___ ~_n_c\~· 0/~_«s_- _SZ~Y""'\~-

Date: __ ~~!lJ'.'l',.-~~·~~2~~--I _::Z~cr..-u\J _______ _ 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at 

any time and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research 

project, my participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific 

information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they 

are audio, video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/ or transcriptions 

and/or images (e.g. maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following 

research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/ or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by 

other scholars and/ or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River 
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region. I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

I agree to use the information according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have 

provided for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this 

interview will only be made available to public archives after a ten year period has 

''I. elapsed from the time of completion of the project. 

'#/ I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this 

period to the appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the 

researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, 

Greg Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, 

depending on interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct 

extension will be inserted here). My name is 5:Avu,\ '016~-r~name of interviewer 

will be inserted) and I can be reached through the above professor. 
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January 26, 2000 - Interview of Lea Gobbi, and Kate Anderson 

Kate came to Giscome in the late 1930's. Her husband worked at the mill loading train 
cars. He was also a trapper, contract worker for the government making railway ties, and 
an experienced fisher. In 1938, there was a fire from Willow River to Giscome; the 
smoke is seen in many of the photos loaned to the project by Kate. The photo of stacked 
lumber lent to the project by Kate was dated at approx. 1942. Kate's daughter went to 
school in Prince George, and her son worked at the mill in Giscome. The Community 
Hall burnt down in 1965. The Planer Mill burnt down in the early 1960 's. There is an 
article on the back of one of the newspapers loaned to the project about the opening of 
the ne~er Mill. The bunkhouse also burnt down, and was later rebuilt with an 
addit~.itcookhouse. In 1974, the Mill asked people ifthey wanted to buy their 
house~gh an auction for approximately 15-30 dollars. However, the houses had to 
be moved from the townsite because the land was owned by the mill. Unfortunately, the 
price to relocate the houses was approximately 20-30 thousand dollars. 

Rhoda Budreau enters. 

Lea Gobbi lived in Giscome in 1949. In 1956, they bought a farmstead off the mill 
property, and continued to live in Giscome. In 1967, they sold their farm and in 1968, 
the family bought a house in Prince George. The peak population of Giscome was 
approx. 500 people. The Eagle Lake sawmill was the biggest mill in northern B.C. 
There was a Giscome reunion in 1992; this might be worth investigating. The Helco 
Lumber Company, may be another name to look into, it came up several times during the 
interview. 

Rhoda moved from Giscome to~ Mills when she was 10. There were no schools in 
Cornel so she went to school a t. Clair ' ills. Penny was also said to have had a 
school. Rhoda also loaned some material to the project of two framed photos and one 
newspaper clipping. 

There was an "Eagle Lake Sawmills LTD", Giscome B.C., Canada book published by the 
Prince George Citizen. It goes through the history of Giscome in photographs. 



Interview #3 Lea Gobbi/Anderson January 26, 2000 

My name is Sandra Baxter and I'm here at the home of Lea Gobbi, interviewing 
with Vanessa Podreny, and we're interviewing Lea Gobbi and Kate Anderson on 
the Upper Fraser Project. The first question is, what is one of the things you 
remember most about the time you spent in Giscome? 

Kate: Well, when I first came there I worked at the store and then I went back to 
Prince George and then I got married and I went back out to Giscome, and the 
night I went out there, we got stuck on the road. It was so muddy. 

Sandra: What year did you ... 

Kate: 1939. 

Sandra: 1939. I was there in ... 

[tape interruption - interview cut] 

Sandra: ... after you arrived in Prince George or while you were ... 

Kate: I was in Giscome. 

Sandra: So they had tree planting ... 

Kate: The forestry had tree .... 

Sandra: Oh really? I was curious about that, how long it's been that they were 
actually reforesting. 

Kate: Oh, they had been doing it long before I started. I didn't plant too long. In 
1972, I planted. 

Sandra: So when you ... 

Kate: ... and I really liked my job and then I went to the cookhouse, working in 
there, and I still did the janitor job, cleaning the first aid house. 

Sandra: So were your children still at home when you left Giscome? 

Kate: No. They had grown up. 

Lea: They had grown up. 
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Sandra: Did they work in Giscome as well or had they moved away? 

Kate: No, my son worked there but my daughter didn't. She went to school here 
and then she went to Vancouver, and then she came back and worked for Kelly 
Douglas until Kelly Douglas closed down. 

Sandra: So did your son have to leave Giscome at the same time then, when he 
mill closed down? 

Kate: Yes. But he wasn't working at the time. He was sick. He died after. 

Sandra: Let's see here. I want to know some things about the townsite and if you 
could draw the general layout of the townsite. If you ... I guess what they want to 
know is sort of the idea of what the townsite would have looked like, where you 
lived? 

Kate: Oh, pictures. Is this the one you were talking about? 

Sandra: So where were your houses on ... 

Kate: I think I can pick. My house is right here. 

Sandra: Okay. 

Lea: And mine wasn't in this side. 

Kate: There were more houses over here. 

Sandra: Oh, okay. And that's the ... 

Kate: That's the main street. 

Sandra: And that's right on ... and the sawmill was? 

Kate: This side. 

Kate: Further over and behind. It doesn't show. This is the better one here. This is 
the ball field here, eh. 

Sandra: Is there a community hall or anything like that? 

Lea: Yes, but you cannot see it. This is your [inaudible]. 
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Kate: There's a big tree here and there's a creek that goes along here, and there's a 
bridge goes across here and goes around the town to go to [inaudible??]. The 
railroad track was over here and we have [inaudible ??] right here and this was 
called the Upper Street. 

Lea: [inaudible??] thought up a name for ... Oh, that's why he called it the Upper 
Street. 

Kate: And we had the hall up here, the community hall up on the side hill and it 
burned down. I believe that it was in 1965 that it burned. It was a huge hall. We 
had dances in there and people from different towns came. And they had local 
music or else they had it brought in, and we had showers there, for weddings. We 
had over 140 people sometimes sitting around. 

Sandra: For a wedding shower? 

Kate: for these weddings and the wedding dances were held there. 

Lea: The whole town was in it. It was just like a big family. 

Kate: The ladies would bring sandwiches or cookies or coffee. The dances were 
50 cents to get in for the men and it lasted ... 

Sandra: Just the men paid? 

Kate: No, well if the ladies brought something, then they didn't pay. 

Sandra: Oh, okay. 

Kate: And it lasted maybe 2-3:00 in the morning, and then they all get together, 
you know, they had a few drinks some of them, and so they'd go to this house and 
this house, and that person would go with the crowd to go to the next house until 
morning. It was only Saturdays. 

Lea: And they had picture shows in there. 

Sandra: And were there any kinds of women's groups, like sewing groups or ... 

Kate: No. They had a women's church group and they had two churches there, the 
Catholic Church and the United Church, and they had a big school. 

Sandra: An elementary one? Like from kindergarten to 8? 
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Kate: To 8 yeah. Then they built a new school because the other one was too 
small. 

Sandra: And did the new school turn into anything? 

Kate: Oh, it's still operating, I think. 

Lea: They might have 5 teachers there. 

Sandra: Oh wow. Even today? 

Lea: Yeah. They bring ... they bus them in. 

Sandra: I guess because there are probably a lot of people still living there, on 
acreages and it's close enough to Prince George that ... 

Lea: The mill was over here and then there was a green chain, and then there was 
a planer mill. The planer mill burned down. I don't remember when, it was in the 
60s anyhow. And then ... 

Sandra: Not at the same time as the community hall? 

Lea: No. A different time, and then after that, I think it was the bunkhouse that 
burned down. So the people that lived in the bunkhouse, some of them were put in 
the old school because it was still usable, eh. And they stayed there and some of 
the men went to the homes and I know, I have a friend there, he went to one home 
and he stayed there until the other people that he was staying with both died, and 
he was still in the house. 

Sandra: Oh, even to this day. 

Lea: To this day. 

Sandra: So they never rebuilt the bunkhouse? 

Kate: Oh yes they did, yes. The built a nice big bunkhouse with a cookhouse 
attached, but there was a walkway between. And that's where I worked. 

Sandra: Oh right, okay. 

Kate: ... until the day they were going to say that we were finished, which was on 
the first of 1975, and we were to move out of our house by June. 
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Sandra: So were you required to move out of your house? 

Kate: Yeah. 

Vanessa: Because they were owned by the mill? 

Kate: Yeah, it would be right [inaudible ??] here somewhere. I was surprised. I 
read it myself today and I didn't know my ... my writing in it. Do you want to shut 
it off for a few minutes? 

[tape shut off for a few minutes] 

Kate: ... just myself and I put my own sink in and everything. 

Vanessa: And they didn't just give it to ... 

Kate: ... no, they didn't give it to me, no. 

Sandra: Did they auction the houses or how did ... 

Kate: Yeah. 

Sandra: Is that what they did? 

Kate: They auctioned some [inaudible] 

Lea: They bid $20. 

Sandra: I'm sorry? 

Lea: They were charging $15-$20-$30 depending the size of the house but it takes 
about $2000 or $3,000 to put it where they wanted to put it, in acreage, because 
you have to take the house away from the land owned by the mill. 

Sandra: You couldn't live on the mill land? 

Kate: No. 

Sandra: In the house in Giscome. 

Kate: No, because the land, it's a leased land to Northwood and they wanted to 
shut down the water, the power. When they shut down the mill, they shut down 
everything. And they were auctioning the houses very, very cheap, but to take 
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them away, it costs a fortune. 

Sandra: To move them, and you'd wonder, I suppose, ifit was worth moving 
them? 

Kate: Well, some did. 

Sandra: Did they? 

Kate: Because they were on skids. There she is. That's my daughter-in-law in 
there [inaudible], but I tell you ... 

Sandra: But people are still living in Giscome. 

Kate: No. 

Sandra: No? 

Kate: Farmers yes, but not ... There is a family that I know, which I believe they're 
Dutch and he's retired, got a little log home there and he lives there but that's all I 
know. 

Vanessa: But it was ... [interruption here] 

... gravel. They're still crushing it. 

Sandra: So these hills were actually crushed for ... it must be a type of stone that 
the railroad ... 

Lea: Type of stone that the railway would use. There's no soil in it. It's just all 
gravel. It's more like shale. 

Vanessa: Oh, we have to introduce her on tape actually. 

Lea: Okay, this is my daughter-in-law, Rhoda, and this is Sandra and you know 
Vanessa. 

Rhoda: Nice to meet you. 

Sandra: You don't actually have any more consent forms? 

Rhoda: Oh, I'm not saying anything anyway. 
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Lea: They were asking about Penny. 

Rhoda: Oh, about Penny. 

Sandra: So, like if this is okay with you ... 

Rhoda: How much are you going to pay me? My uncles are all famous so I may as 
well join the crowd eh. 

Sandra: Because we're just here for the Upper Fraser Project, studying mills and 
townsites and stuff like that, so Penny, Giscome, Sinclair Mills, all that, Cornell 
Mill, all those kinds of areas. We 're looking at the histories of them and the 
people who lived there. So is it okay that you talk on the tape? Can we interview 
you? 

Rhoda: Okay. 

Sandra: Do you want it not to be published 10 years from now? Do you want to 
wait 10 years or can we use it right away? 

Rhoda: I don't care. I'm just kidding. My maiden name is Boudreau by the way. 

Sandra: Charlie, [inaudible ??] the book that your uncle wrote. 

Rhoda: Another one's coming out in May. 

Sandra: Our professor was telling us that she'd been trying to contact your uncle. 
She'd like to interview him as well. 

Rhoda: Oh yeah. He's home most of the time. 

Sandra: And he lives here? 

Rhoda: Yeah, on Maple Street. 

Sandra: Okay. 

Rhoda: Not very far away. 

Sandra: And he lived in Penny as well? 

Rhoda: Born in Penny. 
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Lea: Born and lived there. 

Sandra: If I could ask you a little bit about the work, what the work was like for 
your husband in the mill, and for yourself when you worked as a ... 

Lea: For my husband, I think it was very hard work. I think he earned every penny 
he got. 

Sandra: Did he work right in the mill or was he part of that bush crew? 

Lea: No, he was in the mill, in the planer. 

Sandra: So he would load boxcars? 

Kate: [affirmative response] 

Sandra: And what kind of hours would he work? 

Lea: He loaded these here, all these things. Them days, they piled it by hand until 
they got this thing to put the lumber on, to send it up. But before it was all done by 
hand. 

Sandra: Like an escalator? 

Lea: Yeah. But before that it was all by hand. That's before the dry-kiln came. 
They put it out in the summer time, dry ... 

Rhoda: That's why it's stacked with all those spaces - for the lumber to dry. 

Lea: So they air can go through it. 

Rhoda: They got the dry kiln and then they didn't have to do that. 

Vanessa: How would they stack it by hand? Would they just use a ladder or just ... 

Lea: No, just push it up as high as you could. They had a bar across and they piled 
it like this, this went up, the guy grabbed it. They had only one piece of lumber 
sticking up so they could walk up like steps. 

Sandra: Oh, that was smart. 

Lea: Otherwise they couldn't come down because it was high. 
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Rhoda: That was before the dry kiln. 

Sandra: And what is the dry kiln? 

Rhoda: It's for the lumber to dry. 

Lea: It's for the lumber to dry. 

Sandra: So how would they dry wood in the winter? 

Lea: Oh, they have a building and it's all heated. 

Rhoda: And they would just do those stacks inside the building. 

Kate: No, not like this. They'd go in with a forklift and they'd stay there for 24 
hours. 

Lea: You'd see the steam coming out. But I still think if you dry it outside, it's 
much better lumber because if it goes to the dry kiln, it takes out the pitch or 
something. It's more softer than ... If it was with the pitch it would be strong. This 
is my thinking. 

Rhoda: [inaudible??] can tell you though. See how they've got them piled right 
on the ends. That's so that the ends dry and don't crack. If you put your boards on 
the inside, and have it in like that far, they tend to split and crack. 

Vanessa: Oh, so they'd waste ... they'd have to cut off all the ends. 

Rhoda: And that's why the end is all blocked like that. 

Sandra: I was thinking too they would probably dry them stacked like that to keep 
it from twisting. 

Rhoda: Well, keep it straight, yeah. 

Sandra: That's a great picture. What year do you think that would have been? 

Kate: Oh, before my time. 

Lea: No, there's Carl, '42, '43. 

Kate: Before I came, because Carl was on the pictures and he was just a baby. He 
would be 2. 
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Lea: We don't have a picture that ... 

Kate: Yeah, there's one here. 

Sandra: These are pictures of ... 

Lea: Giscome. 

Sandra: And are these your house? Is that your house? 

Lea: No. Well, my story goes like this. We lived in Giscome in 1949 but in 1956, 
we bought a farm, and the farm is still there, about let's say, 1 Yz miles from 
Giscome on the Upper Fraser Road. At that time, we called it Giscome Road. 
There, we lived there, we raised our kids. My kids went to school to Giscome. 
Some of them went to school to Blackburn and then they finished Grade 12 in 
Prince George, especially the 3 oldest ones. They had the school bus come up 
there and they would go by bus to Prince George High School, PGSS. 

Sandra: So your kids must have been just that much younger than the Anderson's. 

Lea: Oh yes. Well, my oldest one, Louis is 50 [inaudible], her daughter is 59. 

Sandra: So what year did they stop having to stay in the dormitories? 

Lea: My kids did not stay in the dormitories. 

Sandra: No, but Mrs. Anderson's did? 

Lea: Yes. Because she went to high school, at that time there wasn't a school bus 
from Giscome to Prince George. No, no. But when my kids went to school, yes. 
They used to leave about 7:30 in the morning and back about 4:30 in the 
afternoon, by bus, everyday. 

Sandra: And that was about from Grade 8? 

Lea: Yes. 

Sandra: From Grade 8? 

Lea: Yes, I think from Grade 8 to Grade 12, and then they went to work. We 
bought the farm, Leo worked at Eagle Lake sawmill but he was a saw filer, at the 
sawmill. 
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Sandra: What is a saw filer? 

Lea: Well, he filed the saws, those big round ... 

Vanessa: Oh, with the big blades. 

Lea: Yes. Even those round ones. 

Rhoda: Band saw. 

Lea: Band saw? Okay. He's been a saw-filer for many years in Giscome, which he 
took his two sons to learn the trade, which is George and Bob, her husband. 

Sandra: Rhoda's husband. 

Lea: And they did get a trade but then when we moved to Prince George, it would 
be the second oldest one says "Dad, I don't want to be a filer no more. I want to be 
on my own", which is George. And he just loved driving. He got himself a 
logging truck, got himself a job. No experience, no nothing but he made it. Then 
behind ... like her husband Bob went to work for Northwood and a few years 
down the road, he says "Mom, I'm tired to work from 9-5. I'm going to go on my 
own". And that's what he did. He bought himself a logging truck. To this day, 
he's still a logger. It doesn't matter how hard they worked but they still love it. 
Instead, my oldest son, he took a different direction. He worked for Westcoast for 
many, many, many years. He's a pipe fitter. He does all different jobs there. And 
he's got his two daughters with him. 

Sandra: So did your husband learn his trade at Giscome? 

Lea: Right. Right. Yes. 

Sandra: And I suppose that was a full time job there to keep those saw blades ... 

Lea: Oh, of course. From Monday to Friday and sometimes he works Saturday 
and Sunday. Like if you are a head, a foreman, you are paid by monthly, you 
know. Then there is always problem in the winter time with the saw so he would 
go and finish the saws and making sure the saws are ready for Monday morning. 

Sandra: So was it typical that they worked on a 5 day week, Monday to Friday? 

Lea: Yes. 

Sandra: And weekends off? 
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Lea: Yes. But most of the people. 

Sandra: There weren't 24 hour shifts? 

Lea: No, it was only, what was it? Only one shift. 

Rhoda: Two shifts. 

Lea: Was it two shifts towards the end? 

Rhoda: Yeah, towards the end. 

Lea: Because you see, there's another story. When Northwood took over, because 
my husband worked for Roy Spurr and Roy Spurr sold his share to Milner, W. 
Milner. I think it's William. And then Milner sold it to Northwood and they 
changed different things and he didn't like the way they were changing so he says, 
even though we live on a farm, he says "I'm leaving Eagle Lake". He decided .. . 
because he wasn't very happy. Then he found a job in Rupert. He left us behind 
with animals and all the kids going to school, and even Pat was already born and 
all this and that but anyway, he was there. He worked doing the same thing. He 
was a saw-filer but he didn't like Rupert very well, but he says, "I would like to 
come back to Prince George area but until I find a job, I would never leave that 
job". You know, because with a family, even that we did live on the farm ... but 
you know it wasn' t a big farm to be able to make a living. 

Sandra: That must have been hard for you. 

Lea: Ah! I had a bunch of kids. Didn't affect me too much. But anyway, so, then 
he was called here. The manager that used to be in Giscome phoned me one time 
around Easter and asked me if Leo was happy in Rupert with his job. And I said, 
"yeah, he's happy with his job but he doesn't like it there because it's too damn ... 
it rains a lot and he wasn't used to it but I said, "as far as I know, he tells me that 
he's going to stay there until he can find a job", because he know a lot of saw
filers around BC, you know. But he liked Prince George. He'd been here for 
many, many years. But anyway, he said to me "can you give me his phone 
number?". I said, "well when he phones me he phones from a friend's house, that 
he had a friend there but I can give you that and he can pass on to Leo". He said 
"okay". That was Gordon Baumeridge, you remember him Kate? Anyway, he 
used to be the manager in Giscome and when my husband said "I'm leaving", he 
didn' t say anything. He didn't like it but he didn't say anything and himself, 
finished working up there and he went and worked for Netherlands Oversea 
Sawmill. Okay, when he find out that Leo wasn't too happy with the town, he 
phoned me and he told me that he would like Leo back and give him his job back 
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for Netherland Overseas Sawmill. But I said, "I don't know. I cannot say yes or 
no, talk to him". So he asked me his phone number. But Leo was staying ... he had 
room and board in the sawmill. The company out there paid for Leo but he did not 
have a phone, private phone. So he got a hold of Leo, Leo said "I don't know. I'll 
see" and so he came home and he came and looked at things here in Netherland 
and he says, "I think I'll take it". 

Sandra: So how long did he live away? 

Lea: In? 

Sandra: In Rupert? 

Lea: Not even a year. I would say it was in April, it was around Easter the year 
before and then about a year, but the job, it was a good job. It was the same thing 
that he was doing here. He'd get along with a lot of the people that they worked 
with him. He did not like the weather, because it rains a lot. But he said to me, he 
came home for Christmas and he says "It's good money, everything, but I don't 
like the weather". But anyway, he says, "don't panic, I'll find something", you 
know, because he knew a lot of people but he didn't know about this guy that he 
wanted him to give him a job. 

Sandra: So then did you leave the Giscome area at that time? 

Lea: No. So he came back from Rupert and he took everything, because what he 
did, he agreed with this job, so he took ... it was Easter time, the kids were home 
from school for a week holiday those days and he took George, that he just had his 
driver's license, he was 17 years old, he took the car, he took his son, and they 
went to Rupert and .... Well he phoned from home that he was leaving the job and 
at that time you didn't have to give them a week or two or something because they 
could find another person to replace him, so they went and they got everything, 
got all his belongings and took him back. And then when they came back, I don't 
know, a day or two later, he went to his new job. And he was there ever since, 
since his retirement in 1980. 

Sandra: Netherlands was in Prince George? 

Lea: Yes. 

Sandra: So did you leave your farm in Giscome? 

Lea: Okay, now I go back to the story of this. He drove back and forth for about a 
year and a half but in the winter time it was so slippery that our car was all banged 
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up. Isn't it true? Isn't it Rhoda? 

Rhoda: Yeah. 

[laughter here] 

Lea: In and out, you know. We live in Giscome and Netherlands here. Anyways, 
gee whiz, I just hit the snowbank, because he was a person that he wanted to get 
home. But anyway, so. 

Sandra: It's what the roads look like today. 

Lea: Oh yes. And it's slippery and [inaudible??] come home. Anyway, so he did 
it for a year and a half. So he says, "no, I don't want to do this life. What about 
selling the farm?" and we moved to town. I liked the farm. I mean, it wasn't much 
of a farm. We had about 7 or 8 heads of cattle between small one, I mean young 
ones, and older ones. We had a lot of chickens, and you know, things like that. It 
was a nice place to live, even that we didn't have a lot. We had wooden stove -
cold, cold! But I had to get up at night because I was afraid my kids would freeze. 
Yeah, yeah, or else the water in the house, because we had a well, and we had the 
taps inside the house. 

Sandra: That's good. 

Lea: Yeah, that's good but then you know, I don't want to go back and forth, back 
and forth. So, in '67. We sold everything. We sold the catties and whatever we 
had and all our chickens, they went in a deep-freeze, and you know. In '68, we 
bought a house, I think early in the spring, and then we moved August 1, in 1968. 
By that time, I had two sons, they graduated. I think Louis graduated in 1966, 
George graduated 1967, but all my kids worked part time in the sawmill. They did 
all the jobs. 

Sandra: In the Giscome mill? 

Lea: Oh, you bet. They were young, young, young, because my husband was the 
kind of man that says "okay, then there is jobs on the farm", which they did even 
before going to school. But on the weekend, they were cleaning the sawmill. 
Louis was already full time but I believe George was full time, I'm not too sure 
now. But anyway, until they finished school, they were part time, on the 
weekends, but after they finished school, they were working full time. That's the 
way we raised the kids. You want to spend money?. You've got to work for it. 
That's what Dad says. And that's what they did. 
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Sandra: So when you moved into Prince George, did they work at Netherlands 
Overseas Mill? 

Lea: When we moved to Prince George, I think her husband was ... they stayed. 
The two of them, they stayed in the bunkhouse but they'd come home on the 
weekends. 

Sandra: So all your sons then stayed behind in Giscome? 

Lea: No, no. The two of them. Because her husband finished Grade 11 here? 

Rhoda: Grade 10. 

Lea: Ten? Are you sure? 

Rhoda: Yes. 

Lea: Okay, I don't remember. Her husband wait ... he said he didn't want to go to 
school no more. Dad said, "Okay. Not go to school is for me, not for you". He 
says, "You go to school, I'll pay for you to go to school. I'll pay for all the 
expenses", but he says, "Dad, no. Ifl go to school, I go because you want me". 
And he says "no, it's for yourself, not for me. It's for your future". And he says "I 
want to go to work". There they go, to work. 

Sandra: So he went to work ... 

Lea: Yeah, he was part time before. Then he finished school, he went full time. 
And they stayed, the three of them in the cookhouse, or bunkhouse, whatever you 
call it. They came home on the weekend with bags of laundry. 

Kate: And a nice girl. 

Vanessa: Was there no laundry for those guys in the bunkhouse? 

Lea: Oh yeah. 

Vanessa: Oh they just like to bring it home? 

Lea: Oh no, no, Mom's doing it. But then again, I had another son, which is Jack, 
and he went to school here. He finished Grade 12 but he did not work in Giscome. 
Just the 3 oldest ones. And Pat was 6 years old when she came here and she start 
Grade 1 here. 
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Sandra: In Prince George? 

Lea: Yeah. And she graduated Grade 12, and that's our story. And we're still here. 
We're still here. 

Sandra: Okay, did you work at the bunkhouse when Leo's sons were living there. 

Kate: In the cookhouse, yeah. 

Sandra: That's when you were working there? 

Kate: In the cookhouse. 

Sandra: So you got to feed those guys. 

Kate: Everybody except me. Do you know what they were doing? I got to know a 
lot of people through that cookhouse. And I meet lots of [inaudible ??] right here 
in town and they always come and speak. 

Lea: But anyway, most of the young people like stay in the cookhouse, or you 
know, bunkhouse. But they all know one another and they work in the sawmill. 
Our kids, they were on the filer, in the [inaudible??] room. Louis was in the 
powerhouse. Jack was working here in town. 

Vanessa: Your husband is ... 

Rhoda: Bob. 

Vanessa: Bob and he worked in Giscome and then you came from Penny? Or you 
came from Giscome and then you guys moved to Penny? 

Rhoda: No, I grew up in Penny. 

Vanessa: Oh, okay. So how long have you lived in Penny for? 

Rhoda: I lived in Penny since I was ten, I believe it was. And then we moved to 
Cornell Mills. 

Sandra: Is that also in the Upper Fraser? 

Rhoda: Yup. 

Sandra: We just got that [inaudible??] today. 
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Rhoda: Actually, that's a good one. 

Sandra: It's interesting, the fellow that's doing the mapping said that he's finding 
out there are more little towns, every more research they're doing, they're 
discovering ... 

Rhoda: This is were I lived and then we moved to Cornell Mills, which is right 
there, and then I went to school at Sinclair. There were no buses back in them 
days. 

Sandra: And was there no school in Cornell Mills? 

Rhoda: No. But there was a mill. But there was also a mill in Sinclair too, at the 
same time. 

Sandra: But did they all, did some of them not have schools? 

Rhoda: Yeah, some places didn't have schools. Like some people would stay with 
their friends and go to school, and go home on the train on the weekend. 

Vanessa: And you just went back and forth every day? 

Rhoda: We were driven by one of the parents in the car. 

Vanessa: Like carpooling kind of thing. 

Rhoda: Yeah, more or less. I guess it was half a dozen kids in the car. 

Vanessa: One driver. 

Rhoda: And in the winter time there was a moose between Sinclair and Cornell 
and the moms were always paranoid and like "don't speak a word. On the floor, 
don't say nothing". Of course kids want to see. They don't want to be on the floor. 

Sandra: So, when they would see a moose, they'd want you to get down? 

Rhoda: Get on the floor, don't say anything, be quiet. 

Vanessa: Why? Did the moose ... 

Rhoda: Well, actually they were quite aggressive. There wasn't much traffic but 
there was nowhere for them to go. There was so much snow. 
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Vanessa: Oh, because it would be on the road? 

Rhoda: They didn't want to get off the road and it was just like a one lane road, 
basically. 

Vanessa: So it was like the moose and you. 

Sandra: And a conflict about who was going to move. 

Vanessa: You would. 

Rhoda: That's right, you'd wait. 

Vanessa: What was the difference between Cornell and Sinclair? Like, did it have 
a beehive burner and that open thing? 

Rhoda: Yeah. Actually I think the Sinclair one is still there. 

Vanessa: Any big fires happen in Cornell Mills? Like any major changes? 

Rhoda: No. 

Vanessa: Was there like a community hall there for the women and all that kind of 
thing? 

Rhoda: No, no community hall. There was a hall at Sinclair. There wasn't a hall in 
Cornell. 

Vanessa: So you guys all went to Sinclair if you wanted to go to dances? 

Rhoda: Yeah. Actually there was a great big bunkhouse at Sinclair that just 
burned down. 

Lea: Yeah, not long ago, eh. 

Rhoda: Well a few years, probably can't tell you the date. 

Sandra: By the sounds of it, Kate you mentioned, what was it? 3 or 4 different 
fires that happened at Giscome. 

Kate: There was 4. There's one bush fire and then there was a bunkhouse fire, and 
a planer fire. 
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Lea: And then the hall. 

Kate: The hall. 

Sandra: And those were all separate ... 

Lea: Separate times. 

Sandra: Separate times. So were those buildings then, all of them were rebuilt? 

Kate: The bunkhouse. 

Lea: The bunkhouse was, the planer was. 

Kate: But not the hall. 

Sandra: Not the hall. So did that happen later on then, when the hall burned down. 

Lea: The hall was the last one to be burned, but I can't remember any of it. 

Rhoda: And that hall was neat. It was up on a hill and there were decks of stairs, 
big decks of stairs. 

Sandra: By the sounds of it, it must have been a fairly good size. 

Lea: Oh, really big. 

Sandra: .... up to 150 people. 

Rhoda: Well, all the community halls, all along, they were big. Because the 
communities were big, and then they would go from community to community to 
party too. 

Lea: You know, my husband ... 

Kate: In them days, you didn't lock the house doors, not like today, and the 
children did not talk back to you like they do today. 

Sandra: So, what was I going to ask you? 

Lea: 1940 - they did not talk back. 

R110da: You didn't dare. 
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Sandra: So what do you think the population of Giscome was at its peak? 

Lea: I think it was before my time, Eagle Lake was the biggest one 

Sandra: Oh, there's a lake? 

Lea: No, no. Eagle Lake was the biggest one in north of BC. 

Sandra: Oh really? So that sawmill was the largest... 

Lea: That sawmill had up to 500 people in those days. But that was before my 
time. There were a lot of people there. We had the Giscome reunion 7 years ago 
and I met a few old-timers. You should have seen ... like we had it at the school. 
We had a [school?? inaudible??], it goes up to I think Grade 8, maybe lower now 
because it's not too many people, just the farmers. And some from Willow River 
and some from [inaudible??], and some from Aleza Lake. Because the Upper 
Fraser school closed. But I think they are running a bus back and forth, but there's 
not too many people. But when they had the Giscome reunion in 1992, that land 
where the [inaudible ??], but it belonged to the school, it was full. Full of all 
between trailers, campers, trucks from all over. Some one came from Australia to 
come to the ... but they used to live there before my time. It was a huge reunion. 
We met a lot of people there. We had a good time. 

Sandra: Isn't that great. 

Lea: And see our faces, gee whiz, I haven't seen people that ... they were young 
when they left and I said to myself, "look at how old they look". 

Sandra: It must have been a very well organized reunion? 

Lea: Oh yes. It was quite a few people. I wasn't involved, no. It was a younger 
generation that did ... some of the Gobbi's, their daughters's son and other ones. 
But you know, they were the second generation and they organized with the help 
of the older people, because there's a lot of people that moved far away that you 
don't even know where they are ... to re-invite them. It was nice. It was really, 
really nice there. 

Kate: Northwood's donated quite a bit to that. 

Rhoda: Northwood donated to the reunion. [comment inaudible] 

Lea: Northwood? 
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Rhoda: The one in Penny and in Giscome. 

Lea: But even Curtis Garland, they're pretty good. It was good but you know now, 
many times I stop and think, there isn't too many left ofus. We can count it in our 
hand, how many people that I know, that are still alive. And one, it's[??] Neigart, 
that's the oldest one. 

Kate: He'd be 93. 

Lea: Yeah. 

Sandra: Does he live here in Prince George? 

Lea: Yeah. And then you have ... 

[ comment inaudible] 

Rhoda: That was [inaudible??] Leyard. That's what I meant. 

Kate: And then Mrs .... 

Lea; To get to see them all you go to the awards night, when they had it, when 
they give our awards for 15 years, 20, 25. 

Kate: And Alice. 

Lea: No, Alice wasn't there. And they had these big suppers, when they'd give out 
these awards. 

Kate: That's Northwood .. 

Lea: They used to give a pin out for 15 years, a tray for 20 years, and 25 years was 
a watch. 

Sandra: So did your husband ... 

Lea: He got his watch. 

Sandra: He got a watch. And he was right to the very end, when Giscome closed. 

Lea: No, no he quit before. 

Sandra: Oh, he quit before. 
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Lea: He quit in '72. 

Sandra: Oh okay, but you were at Giscome after the mill closed. 

Lea: Oh yes, we had to yeah. 

Sandra: That must have been an awful feeling for you to have to leave. 

Kate: Oh no, maybe it was the best thing ever happened. 

Lea: The only thing, I didn't have my job there. After that I went to Helco. 

Kate: You didn't work there too long though. 

Rhoda: I only worked in Sinclair Mills. 

Kate: And they closed down too. 

Rhoda: That's when they finished it. 

Vanessa: At Cornell? 

Rhoda: No, Giscome. 

Vanessa: When did Cornell Mills close down? 

Rhoda: Ooh, long, long time ago. I think, there may have been a fire there, I can't 
remember, you know what, to be honest. 

[ end of side one] 

Rhoda: ... or even Clar, he still lives in Penny. Clarence Boudreau. Oh, I met her 
uncle over here. 

Lea: He's the only one, that he lives in Penny. And she wanted to join him too. 

Rhoda: There's about 7 or 8 families. 

Sandra: Still living there? 

Rhoda: Yup. Not too many. 

Sandra: And did you say the Penny people are bussed to Giscome for school? 
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Lea: No. 

Rhoda: There was a school in Penny. 

Lea: Just Giscome. 

Sandra: And now? 

Rhoda: Not now. There's no kids there. Only a two room school. Grade 1-4 on 
one side, and 5-12 in the other. [inaudible due to more than one speaker]. 10-12, 
there were only 2 kids in the[??] course. They weren't brought in. Anybody ... I 
think it went to about Grade 8 and then you came in and lived in the dorm. 

Lea: You remember Mr. [Nand??], an old man. He picked up kids from Upper 
Fraser or Aleza lake. Just Giscome.? 

Anderson: Just Newland and Willow. 

Lea: Oh. 

Vanessa: That's what Mrs. Anderson was saying, that her kids lived in the dorm 
when they went to high school. 

Rhoda: [ my aunt came in from ???] Penny and went to the dorm. All my cousins 
crune in and lived in the dorm. 

Vanessa: Did you go to the ... 

Rhoda: No, because then we moved to the ... we moved back to Penny from 
Cornell Mills, and then from Cornell Mills ... I mean Penny, and we lived there 
probably another year and then we moved to town. My Dad got a job in the bush, 
in town. He was in the bush even in town but it was closer to come home than it 
was to go to Penny. You'd have to go on the train. 

Lea: I think your Dad worked at Helco when I went there. He was our boss. 

Rhoda: My Dad, he actually worked outside of Mackenzie. 

Sandra: Oh really. Was Helco a lumber company as well? 

Lea: Yeah. 

Rhoda: Actually John Briggs was the manager at Helco, back then. 
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Sandra: So what did you do at Helco? 

Lea: We were cutting strips for mattresses. 

Sandra: Oh, how did that work? 

Lea: Well, you took the end pieces off the lumber, you know, spare pieces got cut 
off, and you measured them, you had a saw there and you'd just cut them and 
stack them, tie them into bundles. They were going to send them to Japan for 
mattresses. 

Sandra: So that would have been a contract then? 

Lea: Yes. 

Sandra: Who would think about mattresses but I suppose ... 

Kate: How long did you work there? 

Lea: I think 3 months. The strips are not big. They're just small like that, 1 x 2s. 

Vanessa: When you guys look at the map is there anything on there that we don't 
have, like any other little cities or townsites. 

Lea: Oh, small towns? Villages. 

Vanessa: Villages. That we don't have on there, because we've noticed that we're 
missing Tripp, Cornell Mills. 

Lea: No, I think that's it. For Longworth, you should have an interview with Mr. 
and Mrs. Dondele. 

Rhonda: Marge and Heinrick?? 

Lea: Or even ... 

Rhoda: She lives on Ingleview. 

Lea: Yeah, but she's not well. 

Rhoda: Well, after she get's well. She's just got a cold. Her daughter is Eleanor 
Dondele. 
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Lea: She's my daughter-in-law's grandma. And she come from Longworth. She 
was in Longworth for many, many, many, many ... I don't know, for many years. 
And her daughter is married to Dondele, and they still have property at 
Longworth, and they built a cabin, a whatcha-call-it. They have a garden, they cut 
wood, they go fishing, and [inaudible??], and they lived up North Blackburn 
Road. Right next door to my son and their daughter. 

Sandra: So Longworth, it closed down, do you know about what time? 

Rhoda: No, I couldn't tell. There was a mill in Hutton too. 

Sandra: I think all these villages must have been ... 

Rhoda: Pretty well. 

Sandra: ... all mill towns. 

Rhoda: All along ... I don't think out in Dewey. I don't think Dewey had one but 

Sandra: So if it wasn't a sawmill, what sort of a history would people .... 

Rhoda: It had to do something with the logging, probably. They're all inter
connected, all the loggers eh, basically. 

Lea: What about farming? Weren't they farming? I think even they ... 

Kate: Worked on the railroad most of the time. 

Lea: They used to pull logs out of that, you know, with horses. Mrs. Mueller, 
she' 11 tell you all about it. 

Rhoda: My grandpa did too. All my uncles, you know, they horse logged. 

Kate: They did that in Giscome. 

Rhoda: So some people actually took contracts on for CN and made railroad ties 
too. That was our job that they did. 

Vanessa: What about, you mentioned the bush workers, what did they do? Did 
they just only work certain times of the year or something? 

Lea: Well, when the mill wasn't running in the winter time, it was too cold, they'd 
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go and hack ties. They got 5 cents a tie. They'd travel with a broad ax. I've got it 
here somewhere, where is it? I guess it got in the bag there. 5 cents a tie, and you 
know how it is to use that broad ax. It maybe weighs 8-10 pounds. 

Rhoda: Big head. 

Sandra: So how long would it take to make one tie. 

Lea: I don't know. 

Sandra: Because you would think that would be a fair amount of work, to make a 
tie out of one piece. 

Rhoda: Oh, it was. 

Lea: Did you show them the cheque, the stubs. In 1941. .. 

Sandra: [looking at something] Oh, look at that. Oh my goodness. 

Rhoda: Actually, I've got paper at home with the lumber prices on back. From the 
early [????] 

Kate: I think she's got something there too. 

Lea: 5 cents a tie. It was contracting. What about the cheque? Look it, this is 
1940, Ernie. That's her husband. Oscar Anderson. One years work, it was 
$1551.96. They deduct that $15.31. That you know, $41 bucks, that's pretty good 
wages. Just take a look. And this stub ... 

Sandra: 1940 - one year of work, $1451.96. 

Rhoda: And only $15, I guess. 

Sandra: Total deductions, $15.31. 

Lea: But Kate, it doesn't say how much here. See this was September 20, 1933. 

Rhoda: Yeah, most of it was contract, yup. 

Lea: They deducted here $16.74 for [inaudible??]. 

Kate: You know, they worked hard. It wasn't all this ... there was no machinery 
then, eh. [inaudible due to more than one speaker]. I wonder if there was horses 
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[inaudible??], yeah contract out. Well anyway, the pay was that one and then 
they'd deduct that. 

Lea: [inaudible ??], I'm paying this much. Hold on a sec, 67 years ago. 

Kate: Well, 66 anyway. 

Sandra: 1935, 1936. 

Lea: I cleaned out mine last night and I come across these. I threw this away a 
long time ago. 

Rhoda: Look at that, [inaudible ??] contract, 5 cents per tie. 193 7. 

Lea: That's a long time ago, eh. 

Sandra: So would have this been a certain time that they expected ... 

Lea: That's the contract he had. Because he was working Gypo, they called it. Do 
you remember Gypo? 

Sandra: No. 

Lea: Well, working contract. The more I work, the more I make. If you don't 
work, you make nothing. 

Sandra: So of course, you're paid per tie so I guess the more you could produce, 
the more you'd get paid. 

Lea: And you had to have it by the railroad track. 

Sandra: Did they give you a certain time that they wanted it? 

Lea: I don't think so. Not ... 

Sandra: If this was the block ofland that was used ... 

Kate: Yup, you had to hire somebody to haul them for you because you didn't 
have horses. You had to get them to the ... 

Lea: Oh, the company did not [inaudible ??]. you had to do that yourself. And 5 
cents a tie. And you had to clear that too? 
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Sandra: And [inaudible ??] marking hammer. 

Lea: The marking hammer is a hammer with a number on it and you had to hit it 
on the tie just so it would mark ... 

Sandra: Oh, okay. 

Rhoda: They went to log with the logging truck and you could write your timber 
mark on with a ... 

Lea: your number. 

Rhoda: Well guess what, they're back with the stamp hammer again. 

Lea: So you hit with that and mark it. 

Vanessa: So all it is is like a giant stamp, because the hammer has the grooves cut 
out and you hit it really hard. 

Vanessa: On the finished tie. 

Rhoda: Or now you can put them on the end of your log. 

Vanessa: Right. 

Rhoda: And it has to be readable. 

Vanessa: So what happens if you mess it up and it doesn't work? Do you hit it 
again? 

Rhoda: Hit it again. 

Lea: In each log? 

Kate: Everyone had just one, every log, ties every one. 

Lea: So every single time? 

Kate: Yup. 

Sandra: And look at this, cost of cruising, $5. 

Rhoda: They came out, checked the timber through here, and you charged them to 
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do it. 

Vanessa: [inaudible ??] made a lot of money in profits, I mean the company 

Kate: You had to hue them on both sides. 

Rhoda: [ comment inaudible] 

Kate: Yeah, you see them all lined up there at Giscome? 

Rhoda: No. 

Kate: Oh gosh, they/ve got a stack to the end of the house. I don't know where 
they bring them. 

Rhoda: I don't know how they do it in the winter time eh? 

Sandra: Yeah. 

Rhoda: There could be a lot of snow coming. Was there ever any train wrecks in 
Giscome? 

Lea: No, no. Just about one time when the washout, but the train spotted it first. 
Oh yes, there was a car. The McGuiddy's. 

Kate: What's that? [inaudible] 

Sandra: Can you tell me about that picture? 

Lea: This is a trapper's dugout, I guess you'd call it. Now they were going to Fish 
Lake, fishing, and they had this built so they could stay in it. 

Rhoda: Ash Lake Motel. 

Sandra: Is that your husband and ... 

Lea: Yeah, he's here. 

Sandra: So that's your husband. 

Lea: We were neighbours, and in the span of two years, we lived in Giscome, then 
we moved to the [south??]. That's her husband. He was a trapper. 
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• 

Kate: This is Dwayne Smith. 

Lea: He had been here ... 

Kate: [ comment inaudible] 

Lea: Fish Lake Motel. That's on the Fraser. 

Sandra: Oh, on the Fraser River? 

Lea: and he built his big boat. 

Sandra: That boat, he built? 

Lea: Yes. 

Kate: A bigger boat. 

Sandra: So did you travel by the river at all? 

Lea: Me? 

Sandra: Either one of you? 

Lea: No. 

Kate: I went up once or twice. Twice, I think. I went up to his cabin. 

Lea: I don't like water, you know. It's scary. 

Kate: But he thought nothing of it. I have a picture where he went down the Fraser 
in a raft. 

Rhoda: [ question asked unclear] 

Vanessa: Louisa Mueller 

Rhoda: Oh, okay. 

Kate: Is she from Longworth? Do you know if she is? 

Lea: I think she might be. 
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Rhoda: Yup. That's Ray Mueller. 

Lea: She must be related to my daughter-in-law. 

Rhoda: She's an auntie I think. 

Lea: The second cousin or something. Or she's related to the lady ... she's got to be 
related to the clan. 

Kate: And that's the [Trapters??], my daughter-in-law. 

[inaudible due to too many voices at once] 

Lea: Is she a professor? 

Rhoda: No. She just lives in Sinclair Mills. 

Vanessa: Did they use the waterways to transport the logs, like the rivers and all 
that. 

Lea: They did. 

Vanessa: Was there any problems like the government, like did they ever say 
you're polluting it too much or ... 

Lea: Yup. 

Rhoda: Not back then. In fact, I think a couple of times, they had the black couple 
logjam thing. In fact Ray Mueller would have been one of them. I think there was 
a log jam close to Sinclair and they had to blast it. 

Vanessa: They just like blew it up on the water? 

Rhoda: Yup. I think he ran out on the water throwing the dynamite. 

Vanessa: Ow wow, that would be scary. 

Rhoda: It worked pretty good that way. 

Vanessa: Is that river like the back of the [inaudible] 

Sandra: You have some very interesting pictures. 
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Lea: I guess you have most of them. 

Kate: Oh, yeah. Where were you here? From Northwood. 

Lea: Yeah, a long time ago though. 

Kate: Who's this guy? 

Lea: This is Pete, and you. 

Kate: Who is this? 

Vanessa: And is that a burner, beehive burner. 

Rhoda: Yup, that's a burner. 

Sandra: Oh, this is a burner as well. 

Lea: This is Bill Dunn, this is Sam, but I don't know him. 

Sandra: This is a fire? 

Rhoda: I thought that they were told there was a fire [inaudible]. 

Vanessa: Is that the bush fire? Or the planer fire? 

Rhoda: [response inaudible]. I would say this is before the [inaudible??] picture 
because when you look at that ... because these buildings are not there and the 
lumber yard is more that way. 

Sandra: Right. 

Vanessa: That would have been the bush fire. 

Lea: This is Giscome 1935? Where did you get this one? 

Rhoda: That was in the Citizen. Actually I had some Penny ones too that were 
there but I didn't bring them. 

Lea: I should have taken it out. 

Kate: If you want a copy, they should take it down to that Staples? 

Interview #3 Lea Gobbi/ Anderson January 26, 2000 32 



Rhoda: I probably could go to the [inaudible??] and get the original, a better 
picture. 

Kate: But it would cost you $15 bucks though, where you can get the other done 
for 25 cents. 

Lea: This is all the workers in the early, early 40s in Giscome, just outside of the 
sawmill. I'll tell you, I've got to come this way and show you which is which. 

Kate: Did you look at all this? 

Rhoda: Yeah, I looked through there. 

Kate: This is Buck Neil. 

Sandra: Oh okay. 

Kate: Kathy Smith's Dad. This is my husband and then this 93 years old, 
[inaudible ???] 

Sandra: Oh, this is the fellow you just mentioned living over in [Crawford??]? 

Kate: Yeah, he's a Norwegian, tough like cat. [inaudible??] 

Sandra: Were most of the people from European countries? 

Kate: Ohno. 

Lea: I think Uncle [inaudible ??], [inaudible ??] husband, and his [inaudible??] 
cousin. Then in the late 50s, there were Italian people coming but they were 
working on the railroads. And then they got tired, they switched to [Denver??] 
Lake. 

Sandra: Well I know there were some Chinese then too. 

Lea: No, they were Japanese. 

Sandra: [Question inaudible] 

Lea: One was a gardener, Sesaki, he had beautiful [inaudible??]. 

Rhoda: [inaudible??] Sesaki's family. 
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Lea: Oh yeah, you know them. 

Rhoda: I knew Kenny Sesaki. But I don't know his parents. Are his parents still 
working? 

Lea: I don't know the kids. 

Kate: His Mom. 

Rhoda: His Mom? 

Kate: Yes. 

Sandra: Now wouldn't that be an interesting interview. Is she Japanese as well? 

Lea: Oh yes. I think she can speak, she came here late, late, I would say late 50s or 
early 60s. 

Sandra: So did the Japanese men, did they bring Japanese women with them? 

Kate: They came here when the war broke out. The war broke out in 1939, and 
they were brought in displaced, you know, away from the coast. And then our 
people, some of our people that worked in Giscome, had to go in the army. 

Sandra: Oh, so they were ... did they come of their own free will. 

Kate: No, no the government took them, brought them there. 

Lea: No, they were bound to Vancouver. 

Kate: Yeah, but the government brought them. 

Lea: And brought them. They shipped some inland here. 

Kate: Inland, they didn't want them at the coast. 

Vanessa: Was that the Japanese? 

Kate: Yup. 

Sandra: In this picture there are 3 Japanese men. 

Lea: I don't remember if this is Sesaki. I think this is Sesaki. And then ... 
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Rhoda: They just had a documentary on those Japanese and they had them way 
out in the middle of north in BC. 

Sandra: In camps. 

Rhoda: In camps with barb wire around like as if they were gonna ... 

Kate: Yeah, but Giscome wasn't. They were with the people. They worked. 

Rhoda: But they took those people from Vancouver [inaudible ??] at once too, eh, 
and put them in these detention camps. It was just on TV the other day. 

Lea: These are the [inaudible ??] that they used to drive. 

Sandra: What were they called? 

Lea: Jetney's. 

Vanessa: A forklift? 

Kate: No, no Jetney's. They pulled the ... they had those little wagons ... 

Lea: They pulled wagons with the lumber on it 

Kate: ... and they pulled it, towed it. 

Vanessa: So instead of horses they ... 

Rhoda: [inaudible ??] forklift eh, but that was before a forklift. 

Kate: Before a forklift. 

Sandra: That's the sawmill. And so then the townsite over to the ... 

Lea: ... the townsite is in this side. This is the baseball team, I think it's the only 
one alive is this, that's Travis. This is my husband. Boy it was fun you know, 
everybody goes out when they play ball. 

Kate: Oh, it was like a family. 

Rhoda: There was no TV. 

Sandra: Who would they play? Other sawmills ... 
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Lea:; Oh yeah, Prince George. 

Kate: Vanderhoof. 

Lea: Yup Vanderhoof. 

Kate: Oh, they won some cups. 

Sandra: Did they? 

Lea: She's a doctor. These are all the people that used to work. She was in the 
office, Mrs. Coster. Let me see. 

Sandra: Gee, that's a large group of people too. 

Lea: Oh, I can't find it. This is my old man. 

Sandra: It looks like he was quite tall. 

Lea: Yeah, he was about 5'10, 5'11 when I met him 51 years ago. That's towards 
the end. 

Kate: Oh, that's it. You know them? 

Rhoda: Yeah. 

Kate: The [Hert's??], that's their wedding, 26 years ago. 

Lea: This is George's wedding. The second oldest. This is Leo [Trent??]. He died 
a few years ago. 

Sandra: Those are great pictures. 

Rhoda: This booklet was made by the [inaudible ???] 

Sandra: Oh really? That's kind of weird isn't it. And that's about the Eagle Lake 
sawmill. When was that?' 

Rhoda: I don't know. It didn't say but it says it begins in 1923. 

Lea: Oh, the railroad come through in 1913. 

Rhoda: Yeah, that's when the story begins, when it goes through [inaudible??] 
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and all the different places. 

Lea: I wonder, maybe you've got a picture of my father-in-law there, Kate. Oh, 
this is Reno Gobbi, the sales manager, that's my husband's cousin. He was always 
in the office there. That's one of the twins that I show you. 

Kate: That's the Giscome newspaper. 

Sandra: They had their own paper produced in Giscome? 

Rhoda: May Anderson edited it and [inaudible ??]. 

Sandra: Who was May Anderson. 

Kate: My daughter. 

Sandra: Your daughter. 

Kate: Ray Romanin. 

Sandra: Oh, okay. 

Kate: You've probably heard of him? 

Sandra: No. There afterwards. 

Lea: Yeah, they're from my own town. Just a family. Like they were two brothers 
but one passed away and [inaudible??] was left, but he still has his Mom, Linda 
Romanin, and she is 91. She lived with her daughter-in-law. Like, she lost her 
oldest son and her daughter-in-law said "you stay with me. I've got nobody 
anyway". The kids are all grown up so she stayed with her. But she's very close to 
her son and her daughter-in-law. 

Kate: It was put out by the school 

Vanessa: The school put out the paper? 

Kate: The school kids. 

Sandra: I figured that Anglican's Church news, the Catholic Church news, the 
Giscome Gospel Tabernacle, the United Church. So there were 4 different 
churches is Giscome? 

Interview #3 Lea Gobbi/Anderson January 26, 2000 37 



Lea: 4 different churches and 4 cafes. 

Sandra: Really? 

Kate: We had 4 stores and 2 cafes. 

Lea: 4 stores! With 2. No! 

Kate: Yeah. There's Tiny's, Nicks, Boise, and the Pascal's. 

Lea: Which one is Pascal's? 

Kate: The one at Mrs. Neland's. 

Lea: Oh, I didn't know that. 

Sandra: It was a thriving community. 

Vanessa: What kinds of things did these stores sell, just like general stores, like 
flour, and sugar, and ... 

Lea: We had everything. 

Kate: I think some of them sold more than that too. I hope you haven't got that on 
the tape. 

Sandra: Actually, I think the tape's running. Wasn't it legal for them to sell 
anything they wanted to sell, like any kind of produce or ... 

Kate: Well they could sell all the produce but I think some of them was 
bootlegging. 

Sandra: Oh. 

Kate: I think Neland was anyway because she was caught. 

Sandra: She got caught bootlegging? 

Rhoda: One time we went through, I remember, I thought that there was a 
policeman standing in the doorway, and it was right close to where the store was 
on the comer. What I think, I remember, was on the comer by the school. Like, 
was the store close to the school? 
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Kate: There was a gas station there. 

Rhoda: But was there a policeman stationed in a little house or something there. 

Kate: Yeah, in the comer, for a short while. 

Lea: Yeah, he didn't stay there very long. 

Kate: When Killig was there. 

Vanessa: So you didn't have police there in the town all the time? 

Kate: No, no not all the time, no. 

Lea: This is Pete Neil and Carl Lewaugh .. 

Kate: They used to have a doctor there at one time. Do you know where the bridge 
was, where the annex was? 

Rhoda: Yup. 

Kate: Where that house used to be where Paterson's lived? 

Sandra: So when there wasn't a doctor, how did you treat the injuries? 

Kate: They had an ambulance there, took them to town, or else the doctor came 
out there. 

Sandra: And babies were born ... 

Kate: ... mostly in Prince George but some were born on the Fraser Bridge and 
one was on the Willow River Hill. Or else you went in with a speeder, if it was 
winter time and you couldn't make it. 

Vanessa: A speeder, what was that? 

Lea: Look at that little moose. 

Kate: It's a little wheeled thing that runs on the track. 

Sandra: Oh okay. That would be pretty cold, wouldn't it. 

Kate: It didn't matter. You lived there. 
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Sandra: I was just thinking about being in labor and 

Kate: Yeah, they kind of had a tarp over it. 

Rhoda: My grandma was a midwife. 

Kate: Oh some of them didn't make it to town too, I guess. 

Sandra: I think we've touched on pretty much all these subjects. The housing you 
mentioned about you had to haul water from the Penny well. Oh, here's another 
interesting ... [inaudible due to more than one speaker] 

Kate: Well we had a creek right there for the washing, we used the main[???] 

Vanessa: So did a lot of people get the creek water for washing? 

Kate: It was cleaner than it is now. 

Sandra: And then you would just use the well water for drinking? 

Kate: Of course. 

Sandra: Here's a question that would be interesting. How would you describe 
gender relations - like the relationships between the man and women? 

Kate: Well, I think they all got along good. I've never heard of a divorce there, did 
you? Do you know if anybody got a divorce there? 

Lea: Oh, it seems to me that it was more understanding between husband and 
wife, those days, than they do have today. You know what I mean. It's a marriage, 
a marriage that it's still existing today but in those days you had a commitment 
and you go by it. I would say 70% of people in Giscome, they were very good 
people. They get along with their children, they were involved with their kids, 
because those days we did not have cars, and we didn't have too much money and 
we used to stick together. You know, Sunday, it was fun day. They played ball 
and you know and there were some women, they would roast weiners and salad to 
make money, and the kids were beautiful in those days. It was nice. Everybody 
was cheering and shouting ... 

Kate: No credit cards. 

Sandra: You weren't out there burning out your credit cards shopping? 
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Lea: I never owned one. My Dad said to me, "never buy anything if you haven't 
got the money. Go without". I don't own a credit card, but I think that's the 
ruination of the world. They have that card and [swiping noise made], and then 
the bills come in and no money. Okay, you pay the bill and I'm gone. 

Rhoda: This is Connaught Hill, eh? 

Sandra: That was the old ski jump. 

Lea: That was in Prince George. 

Vanessa: Is that still around today? 

Kate: No. 

Rhoda: Well, Connaught Hill is. They've got a big yellow stairwell now. 

Sandra: And that ski jump would have been about the same area? 

Rhoda: I think it was, pretty well, eh Kate. 

Sandra: Do you know where that stairwell is, right on Patricia Boulevard? 

Vanessa: No, I haven't been there. 

Sandra: When you go past Parkwood shopping Centre towards City Hall, there's a 
yellow metal stairwell going up Connaught Hill. 

Rhoda: It might be a little farther East but not much. 

Sandra: Here's a question that might be interesting. Were there any single parent 
families? 

Lea: I don't know any. No, I don't think there was. 

Kate: Mrs. [inaudible??], her husband got killed in a tree accident. 

Lea: Oh yeah, but this was in the late 60s, was it? Well, she was a widow. As far 
as divorce ... 

Vanessa: No, but widows, was there any other moment ... 

Kate: No. As far as I can remember. 
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Lea: But anyway, what else have you got there? 

Sandra: Well I'm just having a look through to see if there's anything we haven't 
covered. We talked about the townsite. 

Kate: Really, you know, the girls who got married, I think they all stuck to their 
husbands. I don't think they divorced. 

Lea: Yeah, even if they were cheeky. Don't put that on there. 

Rhoda: But really, where could you go? You couldn't go, you didn't have any 
money to go. 

Lea: No, no. 

Rhoda: Even if you had decided you were going to leave your husband, you didn't 
have the money to go anywhere. 

Vanessa: And the children and all those other things. 

Sandra: How would you go if you even wanted to go? I suppose that with that 
attitude you would just make do. 

Rhoda: But I think the women were very friendly with each other so you wouldn't 
be too lonely. You may be lonely when you first came but after you got to know 
other people ... because they had maybe the Auxiliary and you guys had teas and 
parties and .. . 

Lea: Well, we had the Catholic Church, we had bingos. 

Sandra: So how did you make out when you first came. 

Lea: It was pretty rough for me because I could talk Italian to Leo. When I came to 
Giscome, I could talk Italian to his cousin, but to their wives it was a no-no 
because they do not speak Italian so it was hard because of the language, and it 
was hard because the temperature, they were low, low, low. And another thing, I 
was so afraid of bears that I was scared to go to the store, which was not even 1/4 
of a mile. 

Sandra: So how would you make it out in the store without speaking the 
language? 

Lea: But I tell you, I loved my husband dearly. And it bothered me for awhile, 
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then I didn't care. Then my cousin [inaudible ??] is still here, Mrs. Gobbi, 
Dorothy. I was talking Italian to her and she was teaching me English back, back 
and forth. And she can understand quite a bit of Italian. She can speak it. Well 
now she's forgot lots of things. And that's the way it went. And for the first year, I 
thought "oh my God, I hope I don't die here". I wanted to die back home. But then 
I was only 22 years old and I didn't have no family except my husband, and not 
know the language. You won't believe how hard it was. You've got to try to 
[inaudible ??] that, but then the time comes, I had more children and the people in 
Giscome were very nice to me. I guess they felt sorry for me. 

Sandra: Well, they probably wanted to include you and ... 

Lea: But I made it. The first few years were hard and then I learned the language 
and I did all I could, and I was very happy. 

Rhoda: You were excited about moving from Italy to Canada too. It was scary eh. 

Lea: Oh really scary because in Sudbury Ontario, the Sudbury was the city at that 
time, that's where Louis was born, but we lived in [inaudible??], they called it the 
small Italy, but even my doctors speak Italian to me. 

Sandra: So language wasn't a problem. 

Lea: No, it was no problem for me but they were born here but their parents teach 
their children to speak Italian. I didn't, which is wrong. 

Sandra: So your children speak Italian? 

Lea: Oh, they understand, the swearing words they know. [inaudible ??] her 
husband. 

Kate: I think you learn that first in every language. 

Sandra: And remember those. 

Lea: But I had to learn English and then we started talking English. Sometimes 
now we talk Italian with my husband, especially if I was mad, I can spit it out 
pretty quick here. But other than that ... 

Sandra: How old were you when you left Italy? 

Lea: 21, and I've been here 50 ... , since 19_ ... , Well I arrived the third of January, 
1949. 
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Sandra: Would you tell us your story again about ... 

Lea: You liked that story? 

Sandra: Yeah. 

Lea: That's not for Giscome though. It's different. 

Kate: You did very well Lea, bringing up your kids. 

Lea: I'm pretty proud of my family. 

Kate: They always speak to me, whenever they see me. If they're across the room, 
they come. Well Lea still lives next door eh. 

Sandra: So you had a good relationship ... 

Rhoda: [inaudible ??] they never had. 

Kate: Your son used to come over to my husband and they'd sit there and talk and 
he says "Will you buy me a kangaroo Dad", so he can go [hopping noises] across 
the creek. 

Lea: And he just loved to go to their ... we were neighbours, a few years before we 
bought the farm, and her husband was a trapper so in the spring time he'd comes 
home with all these pelts. And then ... what did he do? 

Kate: Hangs them. 

Lea: He nailed them outside of their shed there, wood shed, and stretched them 
and dried them. What kind of a [inaudible ??] 

Sandra: [inaudible ??] different job. 

Kate: Well that was his too but he did like going berry picking and he loved 
fishing and hunting. 

Sandra: So he was a trapper and worked in the sawmill and he had the timber 
contract for making ties. 

Kate: Yeah. That's in the earlier years, the ties. They don't do it now anymore. 
Now they're all done by sawmills. 
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Lea: But if he did not like ... he did not like to take her to the dance. He didn't like 
to dance. "Are you going to the dance tonight?". "Yeah, yeah". I have to get a 
babysitter because we have three small .... And "may I come with you guys?". 
"Oh sure", because Oscar did not go. 

Sandra: He wasn't a dancer. 

Lea: No. 

Kate: We danced but he had to have a few drinks to do it. 

Lea: So did Lea. Her husband used to have a few drinks, and then after the dance 
was over, we didn't go home. So we had so many friends and we go from one 
house to another and they'd dance in the kitchen and in the living room, and 
singing away. I don't drink and they smoke and my eyes get so red and tired, and 
then ... "Come on, we've got to go home". Dead tired. When it passed 1 :00, I was 
done and they'd say, "oh my God, the night is young", he says. Oh yeah. He never 
wanted to come home but the next day, I was up early to look after my kids. Oh, 
he sleeps "I'm tired". But you know, it was fun. We hardly had any fights up 
there, you know, out in the hall or fights if you go to a party. Today, you're not 
safe going no place. Too many strangers. 

Sandra: Well I suppose you wouldn't want to fight with people that you're going 
to go to work with Monday. 

Lea: Yeah, but today it's not the same though. It's not the same. But anyway, and 
the women at that time, they can stand up to a man, never go home. "Oh, dance". 
You know Mrs. Napp, tiny ... "Ah come on", she says. "Don't go home, stay here". 
Oh my God, but it was fun. 

Rhoda: Yeah, you were party animals back then. 

Lea: But you know, we did not have very much like now but I can still say we 
were much, much happier eh, than people today who've got everything, and still 
want more and then we [inaudible]. 

Sandra: Why do you think people were happier then. 

Kate: For one thing we didn't have the tax to worry about. 

Lea: [inaudible??] but we didn't have the transportation, we didn't have the 
luxury, but we didn't know any different, and we were just as happy as today. 
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Rhoda: Happier. 

Lea: And we did never, never locked our doors. Locked it with the key, never. 
Just lock the door, shut the door. 

Rhoda: Secure. 

Sandra: You wouldn't have to lock your door. 

Rhoda: And not want more than you need eh. 

Lea: Today, it's terrible. Look at me, after my husband passed away, I have to put 
the alarm in. They tried already before that, but I think they were teenagers. They 
tried to get the screen door open and so I called my, you know, Greg. I didn't 
know what to do but when they see the light, I sneak in that bedroom, and the 
light come, because the curtains are never pulled. I pull them now because I leave 
the lights on at night but I've got security bars, and all that. Anyway, and then we 
called 911. The police came and they looked all over. They couldn't find 
anything, but in the meantime, these two .... 

[ end of side 2] 

Sandra: ... as part time, 40 hours a week. 

Rhoda: That's full time now. 

Lea: Many times, many times, you know. You never have 7 Yi hours but 
sometimes it was 6 1/2, 5 Yi but I worked 6 days a week until I retired. And the 
Citizen was so good to me, they were really good. They gave me a cake. Honest to 
God, it was this big. I got to show you something because the wrestling business, 
I'm crazy about wrestling. 

Sandra: Oh really! 

Lea: Many times I don't even answer the phone when I watch. Now it's not so bad 
because now it's getting ... I don't care the way they do that. There is even ... it's 
violent. There is even women who get all beat up, which is no place for women 
and they shouldn't even show it. But when I retire, a guy that he was a printer 
there, he went and asked, "what does Lea like? What does she do for sport". 
Which I don't do nothing. I used to play soccer when I was young, in school back 
in the old country. Oh yes, you have to. Just like Camille. I pick up soccer in there 
and on Saturday we used to sew. 
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Sandra: Oh really. So you play soccer during the week and sew on Saturday. 

Lea: Well, sometimes on Saturday afternoon, sometimes Sunday. But just for 
school, just for fun. It wasn't ... no, no, it was not. But then I left school, which I 
went as far as Grade 8. That's all I went because my parents could not afford to 
send me farther. Most ofus we finished there. But Grade 8 is like Grade 10 here. 
You read and write in Grade 1. You don't print there. Oh, no, no, no. In my age, 
there was no kindergarten and things like that. My mother look after me until I 
went to school, you know what I mean. But anyway, and so that's my sport. This 
guy, "what does she like?". And another lady said "come on, I'll show you what 
she likes". So she told him that I like to watch wrestling. 

Kate: In those days it was correspondence because they didn't have enough p'upils. 
Then you'd walk 5 miles to the post office, 5 miles back, to take it down there. 

Sandra: Did you grow up in the Prince George area? 

Kate: Yes. 

Sandra: You did? So your family was here? 

Kate: I was born here. 

Sandra: And your husband as well and his family? 

Kate: No. He was from Sweden. 

Sandra: He was from Sweden? 

Kate: He had no relatives here. He came by himself. 

Sandra: So how would you say Giscome was made up as far as people from ... 

Kate: All nations, pretty well. All kinds of people. 

Sandra: One thing I was going to ask you about, the Japanese families that were 
sent here at the beginning of the war. When they lived here, did they get paid for 
their work or ... 

Kate: Oh yes. They got paid for their job. 

Sandra: It's just that they were sent here. 
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Kate: Their kids went to school with our kids. They lived a couple of houses from 
us. 

Lea: You know the Sesaki' s, did you say? 

Sandra: Yes. I know Ken Sesaki. 

Kate: Yes there's 5 boys. 

Lea: 5? 

Kate: Yeah, she had 5 boys. 

Lea: Sesaki? 

Kate: Sesaki. Oh, not Sesaki. Takahatchi. 

Lea: She had 2 kids. 2 boys. 

Kate: I'm sorry, I take that back. It was Takahachi. Well they all start with K's. 

Sandra: Ken. I know Ken Sesaki. 

Lea: Where does Ken work? Kenny we used to call him. 

Sandra: He's working for, oh who is, one of the general contractors. He works as 
an estimator. 

Lea: What about his sister? 

Sandra: I don't know anything of his ... 

Lea: Josie? Is she ... 

Kate: She works in the bank last I heard. 

Lea: And what about the other brother? 

Kate: One is a weatherman. And one works for Northwood. 

Lea: No, that's Takahachi. 

Kate: I'm getting them mixed. Takahachi, Sesaki. 
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Lea: They gave me lots of pictures. There was one press man that he was always 
dogging me, say "hey, spaghetti. He calls me meatballs - spaghetti". That's Stef, 
Ed Stefkey. You know him, eh? Him and I was just ... you know ... I'd rather eat 
meatballs and spaghetti than you eating pork and beans. When he comes ... and I 
had something you know in my container, he grab my container and say "what 
have you got here? Meatballs?" I said, "no, I've got salad". Always fighting, him 
and I. But when I left, he's a press man, he's super, but him and I were always 
having ... about something. And he waited until everybody were gone and we were 
... there were another 2 or 3 ladies there ... but I gave them a piece of cake for their 
husbands because what will I do with all that cake. Anyway, and he says "you 
know, I'll miss you Mom", when he goes. "I'll miss you. I'm sorry ifl hurt you". I 
said, "No, you didn't". He hugged me and he says, "I hope I'll see you again". It 
was so sad, I tell you, that Ed. 

Sandra: I wonder if we should get the names of the people that you mentioned. 
Are they still here in Prince George? 

Lea: Yeah. Well, as far as Longworth, I'll give you my daughter-in-law, that her 
mother was born in Longworth ... 

Rhoda: Why don't you just give her Eleanor's name? 

Lea: Easted? 

Rhoda: Eleanor Easted, yeah. 

Lea: Yeah, okay. 

Rhoda: Just give out their name. 

Lea: Easted, that granny, you mean. She can talk, she can talk to her Mom. 

Rhoda: That's Bob and Eleanor. It's 963-9373. 

Vanessa: Okay. Last name? 

Rhoda: Dondele. 

Lea: Then for Giscome, if you want to know something different, because he used 
to work ... that's Kathy's Neil. Oh, I mean Kathy Smith's uncle, Neil. And he 
lives where? 

Rhoda: Right on [inaudible ??] A venue. 5th and Gillett. 
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Lea: What is his phone number? 

Sandra: So that would be Mrs. Neil's .... 

Lea: brother-in-law. 

Sandra: brother-in-law, okay. 

Lea: That's Don, like Kathy's Dad. 

Rhoda: It's 564-6743. And they're at 1008 

Lea: And he's about 77, 78. 

Sandra: And he lived out at Giscome as well? 

Lea: No, well yes. They used to live in [inaudible??] at first in the woods, in the 
bush. I think he was a foreman out in the bush. And then they moved into 
Giscome, and from Giscome they were there several years, and then they moved 
into town. Even Archie. 

Rhoda: It's 563-1086 and he lives at 1824 Maple. That's Jack Boudreau and you 
can probably hook him up, you can get jack McKinley to come with him because 
he was also a logger, but he's ... like in the Prince George area. And they both 
played in [Manz??]. 

Sandra: Oh, so they'd have lots of social stories. 

Rhoda: They can tell you lots of social stories. 

Sandra: But Archie and Kathy Smith apparently are in Palm Springs right now? 

Lea: Are they? Because some winters they don't go there. 

Rhoda: I can give you my uncle's number in Penny. 

Vanessa: Okay. 

Rhoda: Sometimes they come to town, you might be able to hook up with them. 

Vanessa: I think we can drive out to Penny. 

Rhoda: Sure, you can drive ... it's 2 Y2 hours on the back road or you can go an 
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hour and a half on the highway and then walk across the river. 

Kate: Oh, that's not easy to do. 

Rhoda: They were just outside there. 

Kate: Cross the river on foot. 

Lea: You went across there? 

Kate: Yeah, yeah, that's me. 

Lea: No, I wouldn't. 

Rhoda: Anyways, you'd go ... we'll you'd have your historic road because you 
would go on the back and you would be driving through all of the whole townsite. 

Vanessa: Oh, wow, to get to the bottom. 

Rhoda: And even still, you may, if you talk to Dondele's, and you hook it up, you 
could probably have a day when you could stop in Longworth and ... 

Vanessa: ... and then go to Penny ... 

Rhoda: .. . because Eleanor and Bob are going to be in Longworth. He's doing 
some guy's wood right now. 

Kate: Is he? 

Rhoda: Yeah, and then go on to Penny. 

Lea: Oh yeah, but Penny, it's about 15-17 kilometres from Longworth. 

Rhoda: Yeah, but it's all frozen now. 

Lea: Is it? 

Rhoda: The road's good. To Penny from Longworth. 

Kate: You might strike a moose though. Take your camera along with you. 

Rhoda: Well no, if you're going ... no, his phone number is 960-9275. 
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Vanessa: And what's his name? 

Rhoda: Clarence Boudreau. And that's a cell but you can always leave him a 
message. 

Vanessa: How do you spell Boudreau? 

Rhoda: B-o-u-d-r-e-a-u. 

Vanessa: I've been spelling it wrong the whole way. 

Lea: It's nice, it's nice if you go out there in the summer time. Really nice. 

Rhoda: Mosquito city. 

Lea: Yeah. What about Alice Neil? 

Sandra: Alice Neil. She would be probably another good person to see. 

Kate: Yeah, she's been there a long time. She got married, I guess, in Giscome, 
didn't she? Or was she married before she ... 

Lea: No, she had the two girls when I came. 

Kate: Oh yes. 

Lea: Like I don't know when she got married because Kathy, she's a few years 
younger than me but not many. 

Rhoda: Too bad you guys didn't do this sooner because old Joe Conway would 
have been awesome to interview. 

Lea: Which one? 

Rhoda: Joe Conway, but he passed away. They moved along the line, Aliza Lake, 
like all along the line, eh. 

Lea: Well, you know what Sandra, what you've got to do is talk ... oh I see, Kathy 
and Archie are not here right now. 

Sandra: Not right now, and I'm not sure when they'll be back but I'm sure I 
could ... 
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Lea: Not for a few more weeks ... 

Sandra: probably not for a few more weeks. 

Kate: And Alice could fill you in on that anyhow. 

Lea: Hey? 

Kate: Alice Neil could fill you in on that. 

Sandra: And Alice lives on Camey, doesn't she? 

Lea: Off 101
h Avenue. I know if it was 1050 or something but I don't know. I'm 

not safe to send you there because she's up in age, you know, and she's all, you 
know ... 

Rhoda: She may enjoy it. 

Sandra: But Pam says it's just amazing how clear her memory is. 

Lea: Oh yeah. 

Kate: Oh yes she is. 

Rhoda: She's under Don?? isn't she, still. 564-4238. And they're 1050 Camey. 

Sandra: She said that she thought that her grandmother would really enjoy talking 
about ... 

Lea: Well, you can phone her. 

Kate: She has lots of pictures. I think she's got quite a few pictures from Giscome. 

Rhoda: Anybody that's older loves to reminisce, let's face it. Here's Art 
[Neigord's??] number. He's at 139-1010 ... 

Lea and Kate: No. 

Rhoda: You don't think he'd be ... 

Kate: No, he's had some strokes. 

Rhoda: Has he? Well I don't know. 
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Kate: no, no. He's too old. 

Rhoda: I haven't talked to him since I ... 

Lea: I talked to him ... when was it? 

Rhoda: When he was 70, he was good but I don't know now. 

Kate: No, no, he's had 10 small strokes or something. 

Lea: Because I talked to him, I was at the funeral. When was that funeral when we 
talked to Art outside of that funeral home? 

Kate: There's been so many that ... 

Lea: No, that was last year. He talked to me but I can tell, he didn't care. I don't 
think he can [inaudible ??] 

Rhoda: Well he's in his 90s isn't he? 

Lea: 93. You know what I mean, he's not ... he's very slow reaction. I think he's 

Sandra: Not probably our best choice. 

Lea: And then Doug Struthers, but I don't know if you can catch him at home. 

Kate: I think now, he's not golfing. 

Lea: But you phoned him last night. 

Kate: I phoned him yesterday but I didn't get him. 

Lea: Did you say that you talked to Bill [Sawyer??]. 

Kate: No, I phoned there last night... 

Lea: Oh, there was nobody there? 

Kate: Nobody home. They're probably on a holiday somewhere. 

Sandra: Vanessa, what would be the policy about pictures? 
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Vanessa: Well, we usually ask at the end if there's anything that we're allowed to 
borrow it and then we'd, like, make a copy of it, we give you the originals back. 

Kate: Well you can have anything here if you want, as long as I get them back. 

Rhoda: Doug Struthers is ... it's S-t-r-u-t-h-e-r-s. 707 Douglas, 562-2726. 

Vanessa: Who else? 

Kate: Doug's daughter is here now. 

Lea: Bea? 

Kate: Yeah, Bea. 

Lea: Yeah, she's here just for a day or so. 

Kate: She's going back Friday. 

Lea: But she won't know too much Kate. She left there ... 

Kate: Was there any in that? This is when that fire was, you can see the smoke 
way back in the hill there. 

Sandra: Oh right. 

Rhoda: You know, these Denis and [Ralph??] ... they are from Sinclair Mills. 

Kate: They were from Willow. 

Rhoda: They were living in ... 

Kate: They're in Willow now. 

Rhoda: Well, no, nobody's in Willow now. 

Kate: They moved out? 

Rhoda: Yup. I can give you Denis' name. He lives at 8505 Columbia. That's out 
in Giscome area. 963-8588. And Ralph is his brother and he lives at 11045, High 
Plain, and his is 963-8360. Because they were at Sinclair. Actually, their sister ... 

Vanessa: His sister, [inaudible??] last name was Betty. 
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Rhoda: S-p-o-k-1-i-e. Their sister was married to Jack. Jack Boudreau. 

Sandra: And what were these aprons about? 

Lea: Oh, they're lumber filers. You had to have that or the lumber would cut your 
pants to pieces. You wouldn't last a day. 

Rhoda: Buy anyhow, it's rough. The lumber was rough. 

Vanessa: These are leather? 

Lea: It's leather - double. Double flap. 

Sandra: It's almost like an armadillo. Like armour. 

Lea: That's green lumber, you know, it's rough, oh my God. 

Kate: Pitch and .... Are there any of these you want? 

Sandra: Well I think anything you'd be happy to give us we can get it all back to 
you and we'll be very careful with it. 

Lea: I'll give you one of the ... the other one I like. There it is. 

Kate: Do you want that too? 

Sandra: Sure. 

Vanessa: Because we can just ... 

Lea: No, no, I've got two more. 

[More discussion about which pictures to choose] 

Vanessa: Do you know what year they took this one in? 

Lea: Ah, geez .... this is late 50s, I betcha late 50s. 

Vanessa: And this was the same year, late 50s. 

Lea: [gives affirmative response] 

Kate: You'll put my name on that? 
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Sandra: And your address is? 

Kate: 1250 Burden. 564-6304. 

Sandra: This is wonderful. Thank you very, very much. How long do you think it 
would be Vanessa, before we can get these things back? 

Vanessa: Hopefully ... it usually takes about a week or so. 

Rhoda: To photocopy them? 

Vanessa: Because they transfer all these pictures into digital images on the 
computer. 

Rhoda: Oh the computer. 

Vanessa: They scan them and then we put into the computer and this will just go 
to the archives since Lea gave this to us forever. 

Lea: Yeah, this you keep. 

Vanessa: And those ones will just be ... like the newspapers will be like scanned 
and put on the computer and they'll get photocopies or something taken of them, 
and then some of the photos will get slides. 

Rhoda: You don't have access to the library [inaudible??] 

Vanessa: At the school? 

Rhoda: No, like at the PG library. 

Vanessa: No. 

Rhoda: Because I know when Jack did his book, he went to the library and did a 
lot of his research and there's lots of things on Prince George, Giscome, Penny, 
you know, all along. 

Kate: And a lot of photos. 

Rhoda: ... in their files. 

Kate: Go down to the museum. 
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Vanessa: Yeah, we were going to eventually get all that stuff. 

Lea: I guess you know her. 

Sandra: Yes, I do. 

Lea: That's Penny there, that's the grandma's whole homestead, with her son. 
This is what? 3-4 years ago? 

Rhoda: 4 maybe. 

Lea: I guess this one was Giscome. I wonder if you recognize who they are? Some 
of them? 

Sandra: Nope. 

Lea: No one? 

Kate: Let me see it for a second. 

Lea: Hey, don't tell them. This is in the school and we had a shower for her. 

Sandra: Okay. 

Lea: See, okay, after we finished the shower, we were cleaning up, this is Kate 
Anderson, this is me and these are from Giscome. This was Mary Franco from 
Sinclair Mill, but they moved. 

Kate: She's dead now. 

Lea: It was after the shower for this girl. 

Sandra: There you are with all your names. 

Rhoda: I did that. 

Sandra: It's a good idea. 

Lea: Well what year is that? 

Kate: '59. 

Lea: This is her daughter, May. I know her ... how old was she when I came here? 
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8-9 years old? And this is Kate in Giscome with my oldest .... It's nice to have 
pictures like this. 

Rhoda: Do you have any pictures of George? 

Lea: Of who? 

Rhoda: George. Because I'm doing this [George's??] collage. 

Kate: She has some here too. Here's George here. 

Lea: No, that's Louis. 

Kate: Is that Louis? 

Lea: Yeah. 

Rhoda: I did Louis last year, or two years ago, but I've got to do George now. 

Lea: This was in '59 and this lady from Giscome ... we didn't have to pay rent for 
this shower, did we? 

Kate: No. 

Lea: No, as long as you leave it clean, you know. We had a shower for this girl. 
Anyway, this is her, these are friends of ours, and this lady had passed away but 
she used to live in Sinclair Mills, and this was from Giscome, that's me. I was 
always chubby. I used to always fight all my life with weight. And this is her, with 
my oldest son. '55, Louis was only 6, in Giscome. Look at this snow. This is her 
daughter May, she was maybe teen aged there. No, maybe ... 

Kate: No she was in school then. It's taken in town. 

Lea: She was a nice looking girl. 

Kate: She still is. 

Lea: But those days, she was better looking. I've got pictures, you know. Gee. 

Kate: Oh yeah, when we get older. 

Lea: This is Kath, my daughter and my grandson. That's her son, in Penny. 
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Kate: How old do you think I am? 

Sandra: Let me think. 

Rhoda: I'm not saying a word. 

Sandra: You were talking about being married and living in Giscome in 1938, so 
that means you must have been 18-20, I'm guessing. So 1918, approximately. 

Lea: You can see these girls went to University. She's 80. She looks good, eh. She 
walks everywhere. 

Sandra: That's wonderful. 

Lea: Walk, walk, walk. She never own a car, never. She lives on Burden with her 
daughter and her son-in-law and the granddaughter. She walks up here to my 
house. And you know before .. . 

Sandra: That's a long walk. 

Lea: Yeah, but it's not straight through. 

Kate: I go to Superstore, Costco ... 

Lea: Yeah, she goes to the Pine Centre. 

Kate: Go to University Way at the Foothills there .. . 

Lea: And then come to my side, my house. 

Kate: I often thought if it wasn't so dangerous to walk, I'd walk all across to the 
University and down ... 

Lea: And that's why me, I've got so much problem with my knees, you wouldn't 
believe it. But I don't walk. I drive. But she walk all her live, even when she was 
in Giscome. All the time. Not to Prince George, mind you but to our farm and 
farther down. 

Sandra: Oh, so you weren't afraid of the bears, walking out to the farm. 

Kate: No. 

Lea: It was clear. 
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Sandra: So you wouldn't see a bear in the clearing? 

Lea: Not as a rule. 

Kate: No, they're more in the bush. 

Sandra: You're a brave lady. I think too, to live in those communities, you needed 
to have a real good attitude. 

Lea: you get used to it. 

Rhoda: Hopefully everybody got dogs and then the dogs keep the bears away. 

Kate: Oh sure, the bear take after the dog and the dog comes to you and you've 
had it. 

Lea: I still have friends out there. 

Sandra: Well the dogs usually start out chasing the bear and then the bear chases 

Kate: Did you see on the news, that man attacked by that cougar. 

Sandra: No. 

Kate: Female cougar. But he was 74, from Bella Coola. 

Sandra: Oh really? Do you know what? We need to pack up because I have a class 
at 4:00. 

Lea: Do you teach up there? 

Sandra: No, I'm taking classes ... 

[ end of interview] 
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