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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. Jack Boudreau 
1824 Maple Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2L lXl 

Dear Mr. Boudreau: 

August 16, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with Shelley for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is always greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 
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ORAL IDSTORY PROJECT FOR POLS 601 

Summary of interviews with Jack Boudreau and Bob Harkins 
November 1999 

The purpose of this project was to interview two people that had lived, or currently live 

along the Upper Fraser to determine a number of things about their life in those communities. 

One of those inquiries was comprised of the interviewee's reaction or interpretation of the affects 

that government policy changes and implementation had on their lives and the communities. 

The two people that were interviewed for this project were both from the sawmill town of 

Penny. The town dissintegrated in the mid 50's due to the shut down of the only major source of 

employment in the area, the one big mill, consequently this community was not affected by the 

quota system implemented in 1958 which gave priority to sawmills with barkers and chippers. 

The late 50's and early 60's also saw a change in the industry from selective logging to clear cut 

logging. The selective horse-logging practices in the Penny area were also unaffected by the 

change due to the closure of the last mill in 1957. Unlike today, the company owned the horses 

used for logging, consequently when the company closed down, logging ceased as well. 

Penny's first residents were trappers around the tum of the century. The coming of the 

Grand Trunk Pacific railway opened up the "east line" in 1914 giving the mills a way to transport 

their product to market. A number of small sawmills developed in the area over the years, 

however, the primarily employer was the big Penny mill which operated until 1957, at which time 

part of the mill burnt down and the rest was shut down. The following is an account of two 

residents (one long term, one short term) life in this friendly little community. 
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Summary of interview with Jack. Boudreau: 

The town of Penny is an integral part of Jack Boudreau's life. He was born in Penny in 

1933 and raised there. Jack was schooled in Penny and then continued to live and work in the 

community until 1976, at which time he moved to Willow River for a few years and then into 

Prince George to work for the forest service where he worked until his retirement in 1993. 

Jack, like all the other male members of the community worked for the one sawmill in 

Penny year round. He worked in the mill in the summer and in the bush, logging in the winter. 

Because there was only the one employer in town, ''you got on the train and left town if you 

didn't get along with the management-it was the only game in town." 

Although Jack is glad to be in the city now, as are the rest of his family and many :friends, 

he had fond memories of his days in Penny. The most prominent being the love he has for the 

outdoors and the hunting and fishing skills he attained while living there. So much so that Jack is 

now working on his second book about the people and the bush life in Penny. His first book is 

entitle "Crazy Man's Creek" which is filled with stories about the "old timers" from the area. His 

second book includes his bush life and grizzly bear hunting days. 

The makeup of the community of five hundred included primarily young men working in 

the mill. Most women moved into Prince George when they were old enough and finished school. 

It was unheard of to have women working in the sawmills in those days. This did not detract 

from the colorful make up of the community however, which Jack remembers as being a mixture 

of europeans from all sorts of countries. There were only ever a "couple of colored people 

though-I'm not sure why" and the Chinese along the east line were primarily cooks. The 

majority of the Chinese immigrants were prospectors and continued on to Barkerville. 
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The isolation of the community also bothered a number of people and contributed to the 

transitory nature of the residents. The only access to Penny was via train which left Penny once a 

day in the evening, and arrived once a day, late at night. This made it very difficult for people 

even when they did get to town. The coming of the Yellowhead highway in 1967 made all the 

difference in the world to Jack and the other residents of the community. "To be able to jump in a 

car and drive into Prince whenever you wanted to and then be able to return home that same day 

really made a difference in the town." 

The closure of the mill in 1957, partially due to fire and partially just closure, had an 

enormous affect on some of the residents. Because the mill was the only employer, save for the 

post office and the general store, the majority of families were out of work and had to move. For 

the most part they left their homes and land and received no compensation at all for them. This is 

where Jack thought there could have been some policy intervention. He felt that there could have 

been some form of government compensation for those that had to leave and lost everything. 

Something else that changed in the later years while Jack was in Penny was the floating of 

logs down the river to the mills. Logging has been going on for long enough that the majority of 

the wood right along the riverside had been logged and they were working further in land in the 

later years. This made it inconvenient to haul the logs to the river and then fight them down to 

the mill. There was also a move by environmentalists at the time to stop this practice in the rivers, 

particularly when dynamite was used to remove log jams from the river. It was easier and cheaper 

to load the logs on trucks and truck them to the mills since the logging roads had been built to get 

into the areas anyway. 
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Gone are the days of two-day train trips to town, Saturday night dances in the community 

hall, and working from dawn until dusk six days a week. What still remains is the love of the 

wilderness and a hobby tracking grizzly bears on Grizzly Bear Mountain. 

[Enclosed is a photocopy of a diary that Jack Boudreau received from the authors son and has 

kindly given to us for inclusion in this project. This is a diary of Ada, Adelia Sykes who was a 

friend of Jack's, and is a record of her memories of day-to-day life in Penny from 1886 - 1977. 

Ada's son gave the diary to Jack a few years ago.] 

Summary of interview with Bob Harkins: 

The activities Bob was involved in and the friendships he made are what he remembers 

most about Penny. There was very little change while Bob was there from 1950 - 1955. The mill 

ownership changed but that didn't have much affect on his life. ''There may have been operational 

approaches that changed due to the new management being from the coast but there couldn't be 

any major changes in operation because the approach to logging up here is much different to that 

of the coastal operations." 

The majority of changes to the community came about in the early years with the coming 

of the railroad in 1914. All the east line communities on the CN line from McBride to P.G. 

prospered with the coming of the railroad for transportation of both people and product. 

The river was also used as a form of transportation in the early logging years. The trees 

that were accessible along the riverbanks were the largest due to the fertile soil and were what 

was cut first. 
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''They logged in the winter time, and then they cold decked logs and of course 
the river was frozen in the wintertime so they couldn't use it for transportation but 
they decked all those logs on the side of the river and for instance in Penny, there 
was a number of logging camps up river. They were always upstream so that the 
current could bring them down, they didn't bring them up river because they didn't 
have the power to do that so it was Mother Nature they depended on. So they'd 
log all winter and then when breakup came and the ice started to leave the river 
they'd start to dump the logs all summer, that's when the mills operated. They 
don't float logs down the river any more but probably would if they could. The 
logging didn't hurt the rivers though, the rivers are very big and forgiving." 

Bob moved to Penny because he was at loose ends at the time and his parents were there. 

He went up there for six months to earn a quick buck and like he says "never earned enough for a 

bus ticket out of there". He met his wife in Penny and worked in the comunity for a few years 

before coming into boarding school in Prince George in 1952. Bob came in to take his senior 

matric here and his wife her Grade 12. Both stayed in the dorm in town. The advent of the dorms 

opened up a whole new world for those in Penny. The local school only went to grade 8 and 

most couldn't afford to send their kids anywhere. P. G. was the first school board to start the 

dorms. 

"A conspiracy by the local school board and administration against Victoria". 
Once the system was found to be successful, Victoria couldn't shut it down. 
About 90 kids stayed in the co-ed dorm. All the residents had their jobs. There 
was noone hired except 1 cook. The girls did all the table setting, dishes and 
potato peeling, the boys washed and waxed the floors and cleaned up around the 
school. Kids at the dorm did much better scholastically than the town kids. Life in 
the dorms was very disciplined. Dorms started in 1948 after the war. 

The population of Penny was very transitory. "There was a crew coming in, a crew 

working, and a crew on their way out." Bob and Barb Harkins left Penny in 1953, came to Prince 

George to work in the broadcasting business and the Royal Bank but have gone back to visit 

parents and friends every year. 
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Those remaining in the community are retirees for the most part, that have been there 

most of their lives. One couple however, Clarence and Olga Boudreau (Jack's brother), started a 

chinook salmon hatchery under the Salman Enhancement Program. They operated that for about 

seventeen years and just retired a couple of years ago. The hatchery is still on their property and 

operating today but is operated by the DFO now. Another couple of young guys named Ooly and 

Scott ("who remembers last names - last names were never important out there") have started an 

organic vegetable farm. The vegetables are certified organic, transported in plastic buckets to 

customers in town. Twenty one dollars per week gets you a pot luck assortment of weekly 

vegies. "They also grow hogs and turkeys for sale. They aren't trying to make a killing at it but 

are trying to sustain a lifestyle." 

The makeup of the communuty also changed when the majority of the railway workers no 

longer had jobs due to the technological changes on the railroad and things became automated. 

There used to be a section crew stationed at Penny that maintained the track, a station agent that 

ran the station, and the railway crew that used to rotate shifts. Not only are the people gone but 

the station as well. The Penny Station can now been seen at the railway museum. 

Very few people in the community owned their own houses. The majority were company 

houses and if the company didn't like you, you were gone. The Boudreau's had their place and 

there were a couple of farms but for the most part, the married couples lived in company houses 

and the single guys lived primarily in the bunk house. 

''The Mill" at Penny that is shown in the photo attached was built in 1949 with surplus 

equipment from a mill in Oregon. What used to happen in that area in those days, all along the 

east line was that the mills would often bum down and have to be rebuilt. There was an 

enormous amount of waste in the mills in those days and as the waste accumulated, the smallest 
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spark would set the place off and the whole mill would go. The waste back then was probably 40 

- 45% of the log and it was burned. There was no by-product manufacturing and it was partially 

that inefficiency, as well as the centralization of the larger companies in places like Prince George 

with more modem equipment that made these mill uneconomically in the later years. Victims of 

obselence according to Bob. 

When asked about the culture in the community, Bob commented that there was very little 

to do out there. Most didn't have electricity, running water or indoor bathrooms. There were no 

amateur theatrical groups or choirs. 

You were in a community where your working hours were long, you didn't have 
much time off if you were men. There were a few women (most single) that 
worked in the office at the mill but the married women didn't work. Their social 
life consisted of playing cards, bridge, and some of the better educated women 
read a great deal and had their daily "discussions" about the latest Tennyson etc. 
There was a local nurse by the name of Jean May who lived there that wasn't a 
paid professional, she was just a caring neighbor who delivered every baby in 
Penny, accompanied the men that got hurt in the mill on their 4-hour train trips 
into the hospital, etc. 

Funerals were a community affair - there was no undertaker. The men built 
the coffins and dug the graves while the women made up the corpse. No money 
changed hands. The community just did what needed to be done for one another. 
Weddings were handled in much the same way. 

The company provided the lumber for the community hall but they did not contribute or 

participate in many other ways. (Contrary to Jack's recollection in which the company were just 

members of the community). 

Religion was brought to the community when the Alberta francophones came to Penny in 

the late 40's. Most of them were farmers that came out to Penny to log in the winter. That was 

when they brought catholicism to the community and built a church. They also brought with them 

the fracophone culture, including fiddle music, etc. which fit in with the folk music people of 

Penny. As far as Bob was concerned these small communities are the ones that really typified 
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multiculturalism. Penny was the starting place for many immigrants. It was the place they learned 

english, got their start in Canada and then later moved on to the Vancouver's of the world. 

Not only was there no government policy Bob could recollect, the people of Penny were 

very unaware of government. You never saw a politician. There was no television, the radio 

reception was next to nothing. In fact, was no government influence at all that Bob could 

remember. This corroborated what Jack Boudreau remembered about government intervention as 

well. 

[Enclosed is a picture of the Penny Mill, curtesy of Bob Harkins, taken just after it was built the 

last time (around 1947/48).] 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. The Diary of Ada, Adelia Sykes (from J. Boudreau) 

2. A photo of the last Penny mill (courtesy ofB. Harkins) 

3. Rough transcription of interview with Jack Boudreau 

4. Revised list of potential contacts 

5. Jack Boudreau consent form 

6. Bob Harkins consent form 

7. Jack Boudreau interview tape 

8. Bob Harkins interview tape 
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December 4, 1999 

Mr. Jack Boudreau 
1824 Maple Street, 
Prince George, B. C. 
V2L lXl 

Dear Mr. Boudreau: 

University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way, 
Prince George, B. C. 

V2L4Z9 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Penny with you on November 23rd. Thank-you for 
taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser 
Research Project. Your memories and the diary from Ada Sykes will greatly enhance the research 
project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. We enjoyed the 
discussion and the grizzly bear video immensely and wish you well on your next book. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary researchers at 
the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl 
Greg Halseth 
Aileen Expiritu 
Tracy Summerville 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 

Thank you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Shelley Rennick 
(Tracy Summerville student) 
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Interview with Jack Boudreau of Penny - November 23, 1999 
Present were Shelley Rennick, Ernie Kaesmodel and Jack Boudreau 

Rough transcription: 

S - You were a resident of Penny for how long Jack? 
J - Yes, I was born there. I was born there in 193 3. 
S - And how long did you live there? 
J- Mostly until 1976 - only a couple of years that I drifted around. 
S - And then why did you leave there in 1976. 
J - there was no work out there 
S - What happened? 
J- the mills closed down and everything. you had a choice you could eat dirt or move. 
S - so was there any other industry there at all or 
J - No, there was nothing 
S - Nothing, just the mills, as in sawmills you mean? 
J - No there wasn't any sawmills left, they all closed down. 
S - No, but I mean they were sawmills that were operating? 
J- It was strictly a sawmill town. It was a pretty good sized sawmill town for those days. 
S - and why did the mills close down? 
J - they went broke 
S - they went broke? 
J - yes, they weren't very efficient and more efficient ones were built and then they were all 
centralized pretty well. 
S - So, was that due to um, changes in gov't policy or was that ? 
J - I suppose that's debatable, there was alot of very poor management I thought and very poor, 
old worn out equipment they were still trying to work with. Instead of investing in new mills 
there they just closed them all down and invested in new mills - they centralized. 
S- So do you know if it was the same companies? 
J - No it wasn't the same companies - No. 
S - So these were local owner-operators that had small businesses and closed the mills down. 
J - alot smaller than what we have now anyway and they went broke and then other people started 
up there businesses in like Prince here. Alot of the sawmills, the pulpmills started up and thats 
where the work was so people had to pretty well leave the line you know, and come in to work. 
There was some places like Upper Fraser and Giscome stayed open, Giscome has closed since 
then. 
s -Right 
J - Eventually Upper fraser will close to, I think thats a given and it will all be right around the 
city. 
S - did you think that part of the problem was, as well as management, was it wood supply and 
they just had to keep going further afield for supply or? 
J - No, the wood was closer to there that it is to Prince. 
S -0.K. 
J - So it wasn't a problem with wood supply. 
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S - and who, how many sawmills were out there then. 
J - there were a couple of sawmills that didn't amount to much but there was 1 big sawmill that 
ran until 1957. Part ofit burned down and the rest closed down. After that they only had small 
portables which didn't employ many people. 
S - So do you think that they big ones that closed down in '57, you said part ofit was due to fire, 
do you think it had anything to do with the quota system that was brought in that gave priority to 
sawmills with barkers and chippers? 
J - I suppose it did to some extent. It was bound to have. But I mean there was a big push by 
govt to centralize. Govt and industry both. there was some good sides to it too you know. 
There was way more facilities for all the people. They didn't have many facilities out there in 
those days. We had one store, you know and you shopped there or you didn't eat, alright, you 
have 1 place to work- if you didn't get along with the boss you had to leave town. There were 
alot of advantages to seeing everything come in and be centralized. 
S - So, in 57 or thereabouts when the last sawmill closed down, that's when most of the townsite 
moved out as well. 
J - most of them did. and there was quite a few people suffer over that to you know because they 
had homes. Some of them had land and their land was rendered virtually worthless overnight 
when the mills closed. I mean if you couldn't make a living there your land was worthless, right? 
So alot of people just walked out and left their homes. 
S - Really 
J-Umhm. 
S - So, um, there was, there were alot of forestry activities that happened around that time, um, 
that may or may not have contributed. There was a move in the last 50's and 60's that saw a 
move from selective logging to clear-cut logging, Do you remember that having any effect? 
J - I don't think that really had any bearing on it. 
S - No eh. 
J - In my case out there. You know, like in the penny area. That all happened after that. 
It was a case of old machinery, old equip. in the mills that was continually breaking down. They 
would have had to make an enormous investment and build a completly new modem mill and 
obviously, whoever you want to say may have decided it, they decided to do it closer to the city 
and I think it was the right decision. 
S - So, were there many people that you know of that moved to the Upper Fraser mill or to 
Giscome and then 
J - quite a few moved to giscome and upper fraser and alot of them moved into P.G. and found 
work around Prince and actually we were quite glad. Most of them I think were glad that that 
happened. You know because the long term effect was in their benefit. They had all the 
amenities in the city as opposed to out there, nothing. Unless you like running around the woods 
like we did in the mountains. 
S - Is that what you would say you remember most about Penny? 
J - Oh sure, for myself yes but that wouldn't apply to many probably. But I was always in the 
woods and mountains you know - I loved it. 
S - So you would enjoyed your time out there because of the wilderness? 
J - Oh yes, absolutely 
S - and with your research and your interests now it sounds like its been a, affected your life 
substantially. 
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J - It has you know. Alot of its coming back and its rewarding me for what I spent there in the 
mountains and in the woods. 
S - Oh, interesting. 
J - My writing and whatnot you know, you bet. 
S - And you moved away what '76? 
J - I moved from Penny in 76. 
S - into to town here? 
J - Yes 
S - and you've been here ever since? 
J - Well, I moved to Willow River for a few years and then I moved into town. And it was better 
for me in town cause I could go in any direction you know, whereever I wanted to work. As it 
turned out I ended up working for the forest service anyway. Then I was stationed in Prince so it 
worked out just perfect for me. I stayed with the forest service until I retired. 
S - Oh did you? 
J-Umhm. 
S - Which was? Do you mind my asking? When was that? 
J - 1993. Six years ago. 
S - So you've been writing ever since then? 
J - I've been working at it. 
S - Um. Jack, what would you say the population of Penny was when you were living there? 
J - 500. About 500 people in the early 50's. You'd never know it today. There are about 8 - 10 
houses standing today. The rest have all gone back to nature. 
S - So was the, was the population mostly young, old, male, female? 
J - Pretty well all ages but there were alot of single guys. There was a big bunkhouse and there 
was alot of single men employed in there so I can't say that there was an abundance of ladies out 
there. 
S - That's pretty typical of sawmills though isn't it? 
J - That's absolutly right. That was another thing that alot of people were glad to get away from 
you know - to get into the cities. Life treated them a little better. 
S - (laugh) Well, that's one way of putting it? 
E - ...... wanna have a beer. 
J. - That's right, among other things. 
S - So did you see alot of transition of people when you were out there of people that did live 
there? 
J -Mhm. I seen alot of turnover. Alot of people come and go and spend six months or a year. 
Some of them much less. Then leave again. 
S - The didn't like the location or being 
J - either that or the boss didn't like them or whatever the reason might be. But alot of young 
guys would work for a little while and them quit. Get a little stake and go somewhere else. 
S - So before we get too far away from the sawmill business. How did you become involved in 
sawmill work? 
J - Well, there wasn't much option. When I finished school I went to work in the mill in Penny. 
S - So you went to school out in Penny as well? 
J - Um hm. and then I went, not just in the sawmill but there was work driving logs down the 
river and that sort of thing so a little bit of everything. I worked for the forest service sometimes, 
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cutting trails for them. They used to cut alot of trails in the mountains years ago you know. That 
is the only means they had of getting access to fires and whatnot so I cut trails for them alot. I 
just loved that, getting out in nature you know. 
S - And your going back on those trails now are you? 
J- No they've given up that concept now. Helicopters got rid of them. 
S - Those trails aren't there any more? 
J - No, they all grew over. Helicopters changed everything. 
S - So what did you do when you, did you have a variety of jobs in the mill? 
J - Oh yes, I did alot of different jobs in the mill. 
S - Started from pulling on the green chain? 
J - And they were all boring. That's another thing that I have to mention, that with the modem 
mills that they built, like around P.O. here there were much better jobs. They were so labour 
intensive years ago you know. All bull work. Really hard work and what not. Now who works 
in a mill any more. Its all electronic - you just push a button. 
S - So you did everything from sorting on the green chain 
J - Ya you bet 
S - to foreman or 
J - Well yes, I was foreman too, ya. 
S - Is that what you were doing when you left or what were you 
J - No the mills closed 
S - Oh so you were, working on the floor when the mills closed? 
J - What was I doing when the mills closed? I was working on the river as a boom man and 
moving logs down the river when the mills closed and then I went and I was postmaster for about 
9 years in Penny. Ran the post office and alot of different jobs like that and then finally I decided 
I wanted to eat so I had to leave. 
S - ( laugh ) something besides moose and bear - is that what it was? 
J - That's about it yup. 
S - So you left the sawmill business in the last 60's then did you? 
J - Yes and I never worked in the sawmills again after that. I worked as a foreman. I moved 
from Penny for a while. I worked at Sinclair Mills before they closed down and I was a foreman 
there. I was a boss there but I never worked in the mills myself after that. I went scaling and 
became a licensed scaler. I done alot of different things. Then finally once I started with the 
forest service I stayed with them steady until I retired. 
S- in what capacity? What did you do with the forest service? 
J - Protection. The best job there. Helicopters flying around the mountains fighting fires. 
S - Interesting. Um Jack, they don't do the kind of river work any more that they use to do. 
J-No 
S - Why, I mean the rivers are still there, there's - mill's are still on the rivers. Why did they why 
did they get away from that. Cheaper? 
J - Well they, the environment stopped it for one thing. Alot of people were against it. They 
didn't think it was a very good deal to be running logs down the river and it was expensive too. 
And alot of the river front logs were, the river front timber was taken out and it was the stuff 
farther back that they were moving. So they might as well move it right into town and move it, 
dump it in the river, fight it in the river, haul it out into a mill. It wasn't cheap either you know. 
s -And, 
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J - So this way they load it right onto the trucks in the woods and take it right to the sawmill. 
S - When they have to build roads into the logging areas anyway! 
J - That's right, sure. So, but the last one was up around Fraser lake I think. The last time they 
ran logs in any river here that I know of and there was quite a stink about it, in the papers, there 
was alot of people that were against it, they just didn't think that it was environmentally friendly 
so it was stopped completely. 
S - When was that. 
J - That's gotta be 25 or 30 years ago I think now. Ray Williston was minister of forests then so 
thats going back quite a ways. 
S - Yeh it is. 
J - and as far as I know they have never ran logs down rivers since then. You know when they got 
jams and stuff, sometimes they had to blow them out with dynamite. Can you imagine them 
throwing dynamite in the river now. I think now. Some people would complain. 
S - Yehjust a bit. 
J - Now where were we. (received a phone call). 
S - Um, blowing up log jams on the river. 
J - Oh yah, that's about where we were yes. No that's was the end of that era right there. 
S - Okay. Um, when you moved into town Jack, you moved your family in did you? 
I - Yes. 
S - What did your family do? What did they think of the move? 
I - It was alright I guess. I think they were glad yah. Everything - like I say, more amenities here 
you know. 
S - So did you have kids that were born out in Penny. 
J - Yes, I had I son. 
S - So there was very little work besides the mills. There was the post office, the general store. 
J - Yes. 
S - That's it, and the mills? 
I - Yes, there was very little other work at all. Like I say there was some work in the summer. 
There was alot of work in the summers sometimes fighting forest fires and things like that and 
cutting trails for the forestry but that wouldn't be steady work you see. So a person couldn't rely 
on that. 
S - Right. So the, who owned the sawmills out there then? 
J - There were several owners. They were sold out and they changed hands. 
S - And who owned them when you worked for them? 
J - Oh gosh, there was Standard Tie and Timber, Penny Spruce Mills, and then I can't remember 
what it was called at the last. A fellow by the name of Fred Thurston bought it at the last there 
but I can't remember whether it changed name then or not. But for the amount of crew that they 
had they didn't produce much lumber. They were destined to close down. They had to either like 
I say, build new, expensive mills out there, and why would they build them out there, you know. 
I mean obviously cooler heads prevailed and they realized they had to get in and get centralized so 
that they too had access to markets and everything else you know. 
S - Do you remember any names of the owners of the mills? 
J - Well Fred Thurston was one, and the owners of the other ones, no I can't remember them 
now. I know that there was some sawmills there before my time. My dad went out there is 1923 
and there was a couple of small mills. Lipsitt's mill and Roy Spur. The fellow that ended up 

Page5 



owning Giscome, he had a little sawmill there in the early days, my dad worked for him, So there 
was quite a few small mills through the years out there. 
S - Lipsitt - is that not a family name that is around here still too? 
J-No 
S - Different Lipsitt? 
J - Yes. That's way back. That's about 19, that's right after, I think he built his mill there shortly 
after the railroad came through so before 1920. That's going way back before my time. So there 
was several little mills there in the early days you know and then eventually they built a big one. 
S - And then that petered out in the late 50's as well? 
J - Yes. and then there was just a few portable mills there. 
S - And now there aren't even any independents out there or are there? 
J - Nothing, not a thing. 
S - Nothing? 
J - Not a thing. 
E - Jack were you still working out there when the requirement for burners and barkers and 
chippers came in? 
J - I think that was after Penny closed. 
E - Is that right eh? 
J - Ya, we didn't have those up there. That would be shortly after. I think it was in the early 
60's was when they really started getting tough on all that. 
E - What was the mill doing with its slabs and sawdust? 
J - burning them. lots of them. there was a roaring fire going in the burner all the time. There 
was an awful lot of waste then. Thats another thing with getting into modem mills. So much less 
waste. Its hard to believe, I mean the saw curve in those things was about that wide, every time 
the saw went through it wasted probably a third or a quarter as much as it cut. And then all the 
slabs and everything on top of it. Slabs that wide, all going into the burner - it was a terrible 
waste. So I can't say that I was sorry to see it change in that respect. The only thing I felt bad 
about is that alot of people got left in the lurch and like I say they the mills just disappeared and 
people had land and homes and they just walked away from them. They were worthless. They 
just became worthless so alot of people were hurt by it but then that seems to be the story of the 
human race anyway you know. 
E - Was there any discussion about the people that lived there and their lands. Any discussion 
between the mill owners and the gov't or the people who lived there or was it just? 
J - No nothing, it was just tough luck. You just had to leave that's all. 
S - So there was never any gov't compensation program of any kind? 
J - Nothing. You know there is for floods. Like when they flood an area. In a sense its the same 
thing. they are chancing people out of their home when they flood an area and put in dams but in 
those cases, well who is to blame. Who is to blame if a company goes broke and closes down. I 
guess its not the govt's fault . 
S - Unless it was the result of some, some policy that they implemented or something like that. 
J - I'm sure that under the table yes, there was, obviously that was the long range plan. There's 
no question about it that it was, to centralize everything but alot of people did get hurt on it, 
there's no question about it at all. 
S - So when the sawmill closed down and you left you went scaling you said? 
J - Yes, I went scaling for a while, yeh. 
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S - And where was that? 
J - Gosh, I went scaling for Sinclair Mills plus several places they sent me like into camps and 
whatnot. And I scaled for probably about 4 or 5 years altogether. I worked on the weighscales 
too finally and then I went to work full time for protection with the ministry of forests and that's 
where I stayed until I retired. It was a good job too. They don't make them any better. 
E - When you were scaling you were scaling for private - for the company? 
J - I scaled for the company for a while and then I swung over and scaled for the forestry. Once 
the forestry took over the weigh scales then I went to work for them. 
E - The scaling systems could often been inaccurate. Did you ever see much difference. I mean 
you got to see both sides of that. What did you see there by way of conflict? 
J - Actually there was alot of - the scaling was just atrocious prior to the forestry weigh scales 
coming in. Especially when they just had what they called foot board measure because you could 
scale a log, and you just scaled the top end and the length and you might get only half the scale, 
the rest the company got for nothing. Its hard to explain to people that haven't scaled you know 
but what they did is they just took a cylinder and assumed it to be maybe that wide here. All they 
did was measure the length and the top diameter but it might be that wide so anything that went 
beyond that proposed cylinder that they envisioned was all free to the company. 
E - There was not allowance in the scale for taper? 
J - There was but it was fixed and it was very very little. So it was common to get 100% overrun. 
That was common in those days. Then once they came in with cubic scale and whatnot then with 
cubic scale they measured both ends and they measured the cylinder then those days were over 
then they paid for every foot of wood they got. 
S - So, there must have been a certain set of skills that were required in the mill, or? 
J - In the mill? 
S - When you first started in the mill what skills did you need to do that type of work? 
J - Mainly big muscle. Like I said, there was alot of bull work you know. Really hard work. 
Skills, I guess so but nothing that you couldn't learn in a short period of time if you wanted to 
learn it. There was a lot of bull work. I think people came out of there at night so tired that they 
didn't care if they lived or died. 
S - And then when you went scaling that was a bit different. There was a set of skills involved 
there? 
J - Oh yes, there is, that's 
S - And how long did it take you to get your license. 
J - You know, that's hard to remember. I had a guy help me. A forest service person helped me 
and that was really nice. I didn't really have any trouble getting it. I was always fairly good at 
math and things like that you know so I didn't have any trouble getting my scalers license really. 
S - So that was in the late 70's you got a provincial scaling license? 
J - Gosh no, that was 62 I got that. I used it 63, 64 ,65 maybe and then I got out of that. Then I 
was post master and doing different things like that for several years and then I went back on the 
scales for the forestry and until I switched over. I think in 79 or 80 I swung into protection full 
time with the forest service. 
S - Jack, with respect to some of the social issues, ifthere was such a thing in Penny, what would 
you say were the best things about living out there? 
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J - Of course I'm speaking for myself The hunting and the fishing and those sorts of things which 
I fell in love with right from the time I was a child, you know, for me yes that was the outstanding 
thing. Right in my back yard - good fishing and 
S - Did the families like that as well? Was that, for instance your family and your kids? 
J - My family did, my family was a trapper and a woodsman himself so I guess it just rubbed off 
on us. there were alot of other people that weren't much for going into the woods. To them, 
they worked. There was always dances in the hall. Pretty well every second weekend there was a 
dance in the hall. 
S - That was the local community hall? The one and only Penny community hall? 
J - You bet and there was shows. One guy ran a projector about once a week. 
S - That was your Saturday night out was it? 
J - The dance was usually the Saturday night out. 
S - What were the worst things about living out there? 
J - Well, if you weren't wired for it, the isolation. The isolation was pretty tough and you would 
see the same people all the time, which was alright if it was the right person you know but there 
was a sense of isolation no question. I think that was why alot of people quit and left even before 
the mills closed. Any time you wanted to go anywhere it meant catching the train in the middle of 
the night, like to come to P.G. That was a two day deal. You'd come in and the next night you'd 
go through the same thing again. Sit on the train for about 4 hours. 
S - That was your only transportation? 
J - That was it. 
S - There weren't any cars out there? 
J - There weren't any roads. that's what I'm talking about isolation. You caught the train or you 
stayed there. One or the other. The Yellowhead highway didn't come through until 1967. Long 
after the mills closed. 
S - Oh, so the implementation of the highway didn't have any affect on you then? 
J - Well, I was still in Penny then, from 67 to 76 so it did it had a big difference, and it was nice to 
be able to get in the vehicle and come into Prince whenever you wanted. That just really changed 
it. Changed everything. 
S - So there wasn't a number of people that were going to leave that stayed or ... 
J - The only people that stayed really were those that had some other source of income. Like 
there was some people that had a little money there. There was quite a few retirees - like my 
mom was still there, and my dad for a while too. And several other elderly people, they had a 
pension to live on. But for the young people, unless they had someone to support them they had 
to leave. There was just no way to make a living there anymore. That changes a community in a 
hurry. 
S - And the train only went how often? 
J - Well, there was a passenger train that went each night. One way one night and back the next 
night. 
S - So each night there was one coming and one going or there was one going every alternate 
night? 
J - No, there was one going each way each night. So you'd come in one night, spend the next day 
shopping in Prince or whatever the case may be and then you 'cl have to spend the next night 
going back and get back there in the middle of the night and then walk home in the dark. Times 
have changed. 
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S - Have they ever. 
J - You'd see women with a baby in each arm walking a mile in the snow in the middle of the 
winter home - you bet. Or in the summer when there was bears all over the place. 
E - There you go Shelley, something to be greatful for. 
S - No kidding. 
J - Those were the good old days you know. 
S - When you were talking earlier about the town get togethers, did the sawmill managers or the 
sawmills themselves play a role at all in any of these events? 
J - Oh they came to the dances and stuff and the shows, sure. 
S - They didn't support them monetarily or put them on or anything? 
J - I don't think they had to cause everyone in the town got together to build the hall so there was 
no cost. The company did supply the lumber I believe for the hall. So that's right they were 
involved. They supplied the lumber for the hall. 
S - So most of the managers and the supervisory crew from all the mills lived out there as well. 
J - Oh sure. There wasn't much option like I say with the train set up 
S - Not with transporation like that. 
J - No they didn't have any choice. No the managers stayed there all year round. Times have 
changed I tell you. 
E - The years that you were out there Jack, in the rest of the country at various times there was 
alot of union activism. What was the role of unions out there? 
J - Well, they had one real big strike there. That was in 53 I think. That last I think for about 3 or 
4 months. It hit the whole line here, even P.G., 53 . There was alot ofbad feelings, alot of 
enemies made over it and everything. 
E - What union was it? 
J-IWA 
E - And was the mill out there always organized? 
J - No, I can't remember. I think it got organized about 1950. It think that was the real test of 
the union, that strike of 53 and after that the unions were quite strong. 
S - What caused the strike? 
J - Well they just wanted better conditions, better money, you know, there was .. Things were 
really bad back then. You couldn't even stop for a cup of coffee or a cigarette, you worked 
steady right through. I know there was 1 manager out there who said "There is no way that I'm 
going to pay somebody for having a cigarette or a cup of coffee" but by gosh he did [laugh]. He 
did, they got them. 
E - What about the process of organizing? Were you there thru that? 
J - No. I never got involved in that part ofit, in the organizing ofit but two ofmy brothers were 
in it. They were quite strong in it. 
S - So how big was your family? 
J - Eight children. 
S - And you were all born and raised in Penny? 
J - We were all born in Penny, yup. 
S - How long were your parents there before you . . . 
J - 1923. Mom and Dad came there in 23 so they were old timers along the line here. 
S - And they had older children there? 
J - Yup. 
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S - And how many of them worked out in the mill? 
J - Well all the boys, us three boys did. Or in the woods, falling or you know, falling timber in the 
woods or in the mill or on the river. My two brothers did too. 
S - And the girls. 
J - Well, once the girls got a little older they moved to town and went to work in town here. 
S - That was the normal trend out there? They guys stayed and worked out in the mill? 
J - Well there wasn't any jobs for the women in the mills then. There was I or 2 ladies that 
worked in the office if I remember rightly but as far as the mill work goes no. It was such hard 
work anyway, they didn't miss anything believe me. My older sisters came to Prince, one became 
a hairdresser and another one was, I think she was a housekeeper. Then she got married here in 
town. There wasn't any work for them there. 
S - So there was never any women in the sawmills while you worked there? 
J - No, not that I can remember. No, only in the office or something like that. Not in the 
sawmills. That was unthinkable that women would work in the sawmills in those days. It was. 
S - What was the makeup of the population out there? Was it all Canadians or were there . . 
J - Oh no. There were quite a few people from Europe there. Ya quite a few from Europe. 
S - Anywhere else outside of Canada. 
J - Actually probably just about anywhere you can think of. The odd one would come through 
you know. Although I can only remember 1 or 2 colored people working out there. That's about 
all. I don't know why there wasn't more. They didn't miss anything. It was hard work believe 
me. Maybe that's why. 
S - Were there not a number of Chinese in the area back then? 
J - There was alot of Chinese that came through with the railroad and propected. Like in 
propecting they went into Barkerville and what not. The only Chinese I knew right around that 
area were cooks. 
S-Oh. 
J - Cooks in the camps. Some of them pretty darn good cooks too, but I can't remember any 
Chinese guys working in the mill. But there was people from all over, all the Europeanian 
countries, Scandanavian countries and everything. 
S - Throughout the whole time that you were growing up there. 
J- Oh sure. You bet. Some of them couldn't speak english but darnit they got by somehow you 
know. They really did, they got by. 
S - Hm. Well, that about exhausts my question sheet Jack, thank you very much. 

Asked him to add to the list of interviewees. 
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Interview #5 Jack Boudreau Nov.23,1999 

Shelley: Okay, just for the purposes of recording it on the tape, this is an interview 
in the home of Jack Boudreau, with Jack Boudreau from Penny and I am Shelley 
Rennick. It's November 23rd and what I would like to talk to Jack about is the 
time that you spent in Penny, some interesting history that you might recall, and 
anything that you can remember as we go through the questions on different 
policies that affected you or other residents of Penny. So I guess first off, you 
were a resident of Penny for how long Jack? 

Jack: I was born in Penny. I was born there in 1933. 

Shelley: And how long did you live there? 

Jack: Until about ... mostly I lived there until 1976. Only a couple of years that I 
drifted around in that time. 

Shelley: And then why did you leave in '76? 

Jack: There was no work out there. 

Shelley: Oh, what happened? 

Jack: The mills all closed down and everything, so you had a choice. You could 
eat dirt or move - go and find work. 

Shelley: So was there any other industry there at all? 

Jack: No, there was nothing else back then. 

Shelley: Nothing? Just the mills ... as in sawmills do you mean? 

Jack: No there wasn't any sawmills left, they all closed down. 

Shelley: No, but I mean it was sawmills that were operating? 

Jack: It was sawmills. 

Shelley: Strictly sawmills. 

Jack: It was a pretty good sized sawmill community for those days. 

Interview #5 Jack Boudreau Nov. 23, 1999 l 



Shelley: And why did the mills all close? 

Jack: The mills went broke. 

Shelley: They went broke? 

Jack: Yes, they weren't very efficient, and more efficient ones were built and then 
they were all moved - all centralized, you know, pretty well. 

Shelley: So was that due to changes in government policy? 

Jack: I suppose that was debatable. There was a lot of very poor management I 
thought. Some very poor equipment - old and worn down equipment that they 
were still trying to work with. Instead of investing in new mills there, they just 
closed them all down and invested in new mills - they centralized. 

Shelley: So do you know if it was the same companies that ... 

Jack: No, it wasn't the same companies, no. 

Shelley: So these were just local owner-operators that had small businesses and 
closed the mills down? 

Jack: Yeah, a lot smaller than we have now anyway. And they went broke and 
then other people started other businesses up, like in Prince here, a lot of the 
sawmills. The pulp mills started up and that's where the work was so people 
pretty well had to leave the line and come into work. There were some places like 
Upper Fraser and Giscome stayed opened. Giscome has closed since then, but 
eventually Upper Fraser will close too. That's a given, I think, and it will all be 
right around the city. 

Shelley: Did you think that part of the problem was, as well as management, was 
it wood supply and they just had to keep going further afield or ... 

Jack: No, but the wood was closer to there than what it is to Prince. 

Shelley: Okay. 

Jack: So it wasn't a problem with wood supply. 

Shelley: And how many sawmills were out there then? 

Jack: Well there's a couple of small ones, just small ... didn't amount to much, but 
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there was one big sawmill that was ... that ran until 1957. It closed ... part of it 
burned down and then the rest was closed down in 1957, and then after that they 
only had small portables which didn't employ many people. 

Shelley: So, do you think that the big ones that closed down in '57, you said part 
of it was due to fire but do you think that had anything to do with the quota system 
that was brought in that gave priority to sawmills with barkers and chippers and ... 

Jack: I suppose it did to some extent. It was bound to happen, but I mean there 
was a big push by government to centralize, government and industry both, and 
there was some good sides to it to you know. I mean, there was way more 
facilities for all the people. They didn't have many facilities out there in those 
days. We had one store, you know, and you shopped there or you didn't eat, 
alright. You had one place to work. If you didn't get along with the boss you had 
to leave town. There was a lot of advantages to seeing it ... to see everything come 
in and be centralized. 

Shelley: So, in '57 or thereabouts, when the last sawmill closed down, that's when 
most of the townsite moved out as well? 

Jack: Most of them did. And there was quite a few people suffered a bit over that 
too because they had homes, some of them had land and the land was rendered 
virtually worthless overnight when the mills closed. I mean if you couldn't make a 
living there your land was worthless right? So a lot of people just walked out and 
left their homes. 

Shelley: Really? 

[ Affirmative response] 

Shelley: So, there were a lot of forestry activities that happened around that time 
that may or may not have contributed. There was a move in the late '50s and '60s 
that saw a move from selective logging to clearcut logging. Do you remember that 
having any effect? 

Jack: I don't think that really had any bearing on my case out there. You know, 
like in the Penny area, I think that all happened after that. It was a case of old 
machinery, old equipment in the mills. They were continually breaking down. 
They would have had to make an enormous investment and rebuilt a completely 
new modern mill and obviously whatever you want to say may have decided it, 
they decided to do it closer to the city and I think it was the right decision. 

Shelley: So were there many people that you know of that moved up to the Upper 
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Fraser Mill or to Giscome? 

Jack: Quite a few moved to Giscome and to Upper Fraser and a lot of them moved 
into Prince George and found other work around Prince, and actually were quite 
glad. Most of them, I think, were glad that that happened, you know, because the 
long term effect was in their benefit. They had everything ... they had all the 
amenities of a city as opposed to out there, nothing! Unless you liked running 
around the woods like we did, the mountains. 

Shelley: Is that what you would say you remember most about Penny? 

Jack: Oh sure, for myself, yes. But that wouldn't apply to many probably, but I 
was always in the woods and mountains and I loved it, you know. 

Shelley: So you enjoyed your time out there because of the wilderness? 

Jack: Oh sure, oh yes. Absolutely. 

Shelley: And with your research and your interests now, it sounds like it's effected 
your life substantially. 

Jack: It has, you know, a lot of it's coming back and rewarding me for what I 
spent there in the mountains and in the .... my writing and what not. You bet. 

Shelley: And you moved away in what, '76? 

Jack: I moved from Penny in '76. 

Shelley: Into town here? 

Jack: [ affirmative response] 

Shelley: And you've been here ever since? 

Jack: Well I moved to Willow River for a few years but then I moved into town. 
And it was better for me in town because I could go in any direction, you know, 
wherever I wanted to work. As it turned out I ended up working for the Forest 
Service anyway so .. and then I was stationed in Prince so it worked out just 
perfect for me. And I stayed with the Forest Service until I retired. 

Shelley: Oh did you? 

[ affirmative response] 
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Shelley: Which was? Do you mind my asking? When was that? 

Jack: '93. 6 years ago. 

Shjelley: So you've been writing ever since then? 

Jack: I've been working at it, yeah. 

Shelley: Jack, what would you say the population was of Penny when you were 
out there? 

Jack: 500, about 500 people in the early '50s. And you'd never know it. Today 
there's about maybe 8-10 houses standing out there. The rest are all gone back to 
nature. 

Shelley: So was the population mostly young, old, male, female ... 

Jack: Pretty well all ages, you know. But a lot of single guys too. There was a big 
bunkhouse and there was a lot of single men employed in there. So I can't say 
there was an abundance of ladies out there. 

Shelley: That's pretty typical of sawmills though isn't it? 

Jack: That's absolutely right. That was another thing that a lot of people were kind 
of glad to get away from, you know, to get into the cities. Life treated them a little 
better. 

Shelley: That's one way of putting it. 

Ernie Kaesmodel: They can go and have a beer. 

Jack: That's right, among other things. 

Shelley: So did you see a lot of transition when you were out there of people that 
did live there? 

Jack: [affirmative response]. I seen a lot of turnover, alot of people come and go, 
you know, spend 6 months or a year. Some of them much less and leave again. 

Shelley: Didn't like the location or being ... 

Jack: Either that or the boss didn't like them, or whatever the reason may be. But 
a lot of young guys would work for awhile and then quit. Get a little stake and go 
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somewhere else. 

[Brief interruption here] 

Shelley: So before we get too far away from the sawmill business, how did you 
become involved in sawmill work? 

Jack: Well there wasn't much option when I finished school. I went to work in the 
mill in Penny. 

Shelley: So you went to school out in Penny as well? 

Jack: [affirmative response]. And then I went ... not just in the sawmill but I 
worked on the river quite a bit. You know, there was river driving and all that, you 
know, driving logs down the river and all that. 

Shelley: Oh yeah. 

Jack: And all that sort of thing so a little bit of everything. I worked for the Forest 
Service sometimes, cutting trails in the ... They used to cut a lot of trails in the 
mountains years ago, you know. That's the only means they had of getting access 
to fires and what not. So I cut trails for them a lot. Something I really liked. I just 
loved that getting out in the nature. 

Shelley: And you're going back to those trails now are you? 

Jack: No, they've given up. That concept is all gone. Helicopters got rid of them. 

Shelley: Those trails aren't there anymore? 

Jack: No, they all grew over. Helicopters changed everything. 

Shelley: So what did you do when you ... did you have a variety of jobs when you 
were in the mill? 

Jack: Oh yes, I did a lot of different jobs in the mill. 

Shelley: Start from pulling on the green chain and ... 

Jack: And they were all boring, every one of them. That's another thing that I have 
to mention is that with the modem mills that they did build, like around Prince 
George here, that they were much better jobs. They were so labour intensive years 
ago, you know, all bull work. Really hard work and what not. Now who works in 
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a mill anymore?, you know, it's all electronic and push a button. 

Shelley: So you did everything from sorting on the green chain to foreman? 

Jack: You bet. Well yes, I was foreman too, yeah. 

Shelley: Is that what you were doing when you left or what were you ... 

Jack: Well no, the mills closed. 

Shelley: So you were working on the floor when the mills closed? 

Jack: What was I doing when the mill closed? I was working on the river, as a 
boom man and stuff, you know, and rearing logs down the river when it closed. 
And then I went and was postmaster for about 9 years in Penny, around the Post 
Office, a lot of variable, different jobs like that. And then finally, I decided I 
wanted to eat so I had to leave. 

Shelley: Something beside moose and bear, is that what it was? 

Jack: That's about it, yeah. 

Shelley: So you left the sawmill business in the late '60s then did you? 

Jack: Yes, and I never worked in the sawmills again after that. I worked as a 
foreman, like at ... I moved from Penny for awhile. I worked at Sinclair Mills 
before they closed down and I was a foreman there. I was the boss there. But I 
never worked in the mills myself anymore after that. I went scaling. I've been a 
licensed scaler. Done a lot of different things. And then finally once I started with 
the Fore st Service I stayed with them steady until I retired. 

Shelley: In what capacity? What did you do with the Forest Service? 

Jack: Protection. The best job there. Helicopters flying around the mountains, 
fighting fires. 

Shelley: Interesting. Jack, they don't do the kind of river work anymore that they 
used to do? 

Jack: No. 

Shelley: Why ... I mean the rivers are still there. The mills are still on the rivers. 
Why did they get away from that? Trucking was cheaper? 
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Jack: Well the environment stopped it for one thing. There's a lot of people were 
against it. They didn't think it was a very good deal to be running logs down the 
river. And it was expensive too. And a lot of the river front logs ... the river front 
timber was taken out. And it was the stuff farther back that they were moving, so 
you might as well move it right into town than just move it and dump it in the 
river and then fight it down the river, haul it out into a mill. It wasn't cheap either, 
you know. So this way, they loaded it in trucks in the woods and they'd take it 
right to the sawmill. 

Shelley: When they have to build roads into the logging areas anyway. 

Jack: That's right, sure. But the last one I think was up around Fraser Lake 
somewhere, the last time that they ran logs in any river here that I know of, and 
there was quite a stink about it, in the papers. There were a lot of people who were 
against it, you know. They just didn't think it was environmentally friendly. So it 
was stopped completely. 

Shelley: And when was that? 

Jack: That's got to be 25 years ago or 30 years ago, I think, now. Ray Williston 
was Minister of Forests when that happened, I remember that. So that's going 
back quite a ways. And as far as I know they have never ran logs down rivers 
since then. You know, when they got jams and stuff, some times they had to blow 
them out with dynamite. Can you image blowing dynamite in the river now? I bet 
not. Some people would complain. 

[ telephone interruption] 

Jack: Now where were we? 

Shelley: Blowing up log jams on the rivers. 

Jack: Oh yeah, that's about where we were, yes. No that was the end of that era 
right there. 

Shelley: Okay. When you moved into town Jack, you moved your family in did 
you? 

Jack: Yes. 

Shelley: And what did your family do? What did they think of the move? 

Jack: Oh it was all right I guess, yeah. I think they were glad yes. Like I say, more 
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amenities and everything here you know. 

Shelley: So did you have kids that were born out in Penny? 

Jack: Yes, I had one son. 

Shelley: So there was very little work besides the mills, there was the post office 
the general store? 

Jack: That's it. 

Shelley: That's it, and the mills. 

Jack: That was about it, yeah. There was very little other work at all. Like I said, 
there was some work in the summer. There was a lot of work in the summer some 
times fighting fires. Fighting forest fires and things like that, cutting trails for the 
forestry, but that wouldn't be steady work you see. So a person couldn't rely on 
that. 

Shelley: Right. So who owned the sawmills out there then? 

Jack: Actually they changed hands several times. They were sold out, they 
changed hands. 

Shelley: And who owned them when you worked for them? 

Jack: Oh gosh, there was Standard Tie and Timber, Penny Sprucemills. And then I 
can't remember what it was called at the last ... There was a fellow named Fred 
Thurston bought it at the last there, but I can't remember whether it changed name 
or not then. But you know, for the amount of crew that they had, they didn't 
produce much lumber. They were destined to close down. You know, they had to 
either, like I said, build new expensive mills out there, and why would they build 
them out there. You know what I mean. Obviously, cooler heads prevailed and 
they realized that they had to get in and get centralized so that they too had access 
to markets and everything else. 

Shelley: Do you remember any names of the owners of the mills? 

Jack: Well, Fred Thurston was one. And the owners of the other ones, no, I can't 
remember them now. I know that there was some sawmills there, like before my 
time. My Dad went out there in 1923 and there was a couple of small mills. There 
was Lypsett's mill and Roy Spurr, the fellow that ended up owning Giscome, he 
had a little sawmill there in the early days. My Dad worked for him. So there was 
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quite a few small mills through the years out there. 

Shelley: Lypsett, is that not a family name that's around here still too? 

Jack: No. 

Shelley: different Lypsett? 

Jack: Yeah. Yeah, that's way back. That's about 19 .... I think he built his mill 
there shortly after the railroad came through, so before 1920. That's going way 
back before my time. So there were several little mills there in the early days you 
know, and eventually they buuilt a big one. 

Shelley: And then that petered out in the late '50s as well? 

Jack: Yeah, and then there was just a few portables there after that, small mills 
you know. 

Shelley: And now there aren't even any independents out there, are there? 

Jack: There's nothing, not a thing. 

Ernie: Were you still working out there when the requirement for burners and 
chippers and barkers came in? 

Jack: I think that was after Penny closed. 

Ernie: Is that right eh? 

Jack: Yeah, we didn't have those ... we didn't have those out there. That would be 
shortly after. I think in the ' 60s is when they really started getting tough on all 
that. 

Ernie: So what was the mill doing with its slabs and sawdust. 

Jack: Burning them, lots of them. There was a roaring fire going in the burner all 
the time. Awful lot of waste, an enormous amount of waste. That's another thing 
that ... another big change with getting into modern mills - so much less waste. 
You know, it's hard to believe. I mean the saw curve in those things was about 
that wide. Every time the saw went through, it wasted probably about 1/3 or a 1/4 
as much as it cut. And then all the slabs and everything on top, slabs that wide, all 
going into the burner. It was a terrible waste. So I can't say that I was sorry to see 
it change in that respect. The only thing I felt bad about is that a lot of people got 
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left in the lurch, and like I said, the mills just disappeared and people had lands 
and homes, and they just walked away from them. They were worthless. They just 
became worthless. So a lot of people were hurt by it but then that seems to be the 
story of the human race anyways. 

Ernie: Was there ever any discussion about the people that lived there and their 
lands, and like any discussion between the mill owners and the government, or the 
people who were there? 

Jack: Nothing. Nothing. It was just tough luck. You just had to leave, that's all. 

Shelley: So there was never any government compensation program of any kind? 

Jack: Nothing, nothing. You know, there is for floods ... like when they flood an 
area. In a sense, it's the same thing. They're chasing people out of their homes 
when they flood an area, put in dams. There's always compensation, but in those 
cases, who is to blame, you know. That's the thing. Who is to blame, I mean, if a 
company goes broke and closes down. I guess it's not the government's fault. 

Shelley: Unless it was the result of some policy that they implemented or 
something like that? 

Jack: I'm sure that under the table, yes, there was. I mean, obviously that was a 
long range plan. There's no question about it that it was, you know, to centralize 
everything. But a lot of people did get hurt on it, there's no question about that at 
all. 

Shelley: So when the sawmill closed down and you left, you went scaling you 
said. 

Jack: Yes. I went scaling for awhile. 

Shelley: And where was that? 

Jack: Gosh, I went scaling for Sinclair Mills, plus several places they sent me, into 
camps and whatnot. And I scaled for probably about 4-5 years, altogether. I 
worked on the weigh scales too, finally, and then I went to work full time for 
protection with the Ministry of F@rests. And that's where I stayed until I retired. It 
was a good job too. They don't make them any better. That's a fact. 

Ernie: When you were scaling you were scaling for private ... for the company. 

Jack: I scaled for the company for awhile and then I swung over and scaled for the 
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forestry. Once the forestry took over the weigh scales, brought in weigh scales, 
then I went to work for them. 

Ernie: The scaling systems could often be inaccurate. Did you ever see much 
difference? I mean, you got to see both sides of that. 

Jack: Oh yeah. 

Ernie: What did you see there by way of conflict or whatever? 

Jack: Actually, there was a lot of ... the scaling was just atrocious, like prior to the 
forestry weigh scales coming in, especially when they just had foot board measure 
because you could scale the log, and you just scaled the top end and the length, 
and you might get only half the scale, the rest the company got for nothing. It's 
hard to explain that to people who haven't scaled, you know, but what they did, is 
they just took a cylinder and assumed it to be maybe that wide here, okay. All they 
did was measure the length and the top diameter, but it might be that wide. So 
anything that went beyond that proposed cylinder that they envisioned was all free 
to the company. 

Ernie: There was no allowance in the scale for taper? 

Jack: No. There was but it was fixed and it was very, very little. So it was 
common to get 100% overrun. That was common in those days, and then once the 
forestry come in, once they come in with cubic scale and whatnot, that cubic scale 
- they measured both ends and they measured the cyclinder - then those days were 
over, and then they paid for the wood they got. 

Shelley: So there must have been a certain set of skills was there, that were 
required in the mill ... when you first started in the mill what skills did you need to 
do that? To do the jobs that you were doing? 

Jack: Mainly big muscles, like I said, there was a lot of bull work, really hard 
work. Skills, I guess so, but nothing that you couldn't learn in a short period of 
time, if you wanted to learn it. It was a lot of bull work in those days, really! I've 
seen people come out of there so tired at night that they didn't care if they lived or 
died. 

Shelley: And then when you went scaling, that was a bit different? There's a set of 
skills involved there wasn't there? 

Jack: Oh yes there is. 
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Shelley: And how long did it take you to get your license? 

Jack: You know, that's hard to remember because I studied for weeks like. I had a 
guy help me - a forest service person helped me, which was nice of him. I didn't 
really have any trouble getting it.I was always fairly good at math and things like 
that anyway, you know, so I didn't have any trouble getting my scaler's license, 
really. 

Shelley: So that was in the late '70s, you got a provincial scaling ... 

Jack: No, no, that was gosh no, that was '62 I got that. 1962 I got my scaling 
license, then I only used it now and then, you know. It's probably confusing, I 
didn't use it there probably ... I used it '63-'64-'65 maybe, and then I got out of 
that. Then I was postmaster and doing different things like that for several years, 
and then I went back on the scales for the forestry and until I switched over. I 
think about '79 or '80, I swung into protection full time with the Forest Service. 

Shelley: Jack, with respect to some of the social issues, if there was such a life in 
Penny, what would you say were the best things about living out there? 

Jack: Well, of course I'm speaking for myself- the mountains and the fishing and 
the hunting and all those things, which I fell in love with right from the time I was 
a child, you know. For me, yes, that was the outstanding thing. Right in my 
backyard, you know, good fishing. 

Shelley: Did the families like that as well? Was that like, for instance ... 

Jack: Well that's pretty well all my family. My Dad was a trapper and a 
woodsman himself so I guess it just rubbed off on us you know. But there were a 
lot of the other people there that weren't much for going into that. To them, I 
don't know, they worked. There was always dances in the hall, pretty well every 
second weekend there was a dance in the hall. 

Shelley: That was the local community hall, the one and only local community 
Penny hall? 

Jack: That's correct, you bet. And there was shows. They'd get movies. One guy 
ran a movie projector there and had shows about once a week. There was a little 
bit of entertainment like that. 

Shelley: That was your Saturday night out was it? 

Jack: The Saturday night out yes, the dance usually was the Saturday night out. 
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You bet. 

Shelley: What were the worst things about living out there? 

Jack: Well, if you weren't wired for it, the isolation. The isolation was pretty 
tough you know, and you would see the same people all the time, which is all 
right if it's the right person. But there was a sense of isolation, there was no 
question about it. There really was a sense of isolation. I think that was a reason 
that a lot of people quit and left, even before the mills closed. There was quite a 
feeling of isolation. And any time you wanted to go and you didn't mind catching 
a train in the middle of the night to come to Prince George - that was a two day 
deal, you know. You'd come in and then the next night the train would go back 
and you'd have to go all through this procedure again. You know, sit on the train 
for about 4 hours. 

Shelley: That was your only transportation? 

Jack: That was it. 

Shelley: Nobody had cars out there? 

Jack: There wasn't any roads. That's what I'm talking about isolation. You caught 
the train or you stayed there, one or the other. See that highway, the Yellowhead 
Highway, didn't come through until '67, long after the mills closed. 

Shelley: Oh, so the implementation of the highway didn't have any affect on you 
then? 

Jack: Well, I was still in Penny then, when it came, from '67-'76. So it did, it had 
a big difference. And it was nice to be able to get in a vehicle and come into 
Prince whenever you wanted. That just really changed it, changed everything. 

Shelley: So, there wasn't a number of people that were going to leave, that stayed 
or ... 

Jack: No, the only people that could stay really were people that had some other 
source of income. Like there's a few people that had a little money there. There 
was quite a few people on pensions, like retired people, like my Mom was still 
there, and my Dad for awhile too, and several other elderly people. They had a 
pension to live on there, but for the other young people, unless they had somebody 
to support them, it meant they had to leave. There was just no way to make a 
living there anymore. That changes a community in a hurry. 
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Shelley: And the train only went how often? 

Jack: Well, there was a passenger train went each night - one way one night and 
back the next night. 

Shelley: So each night there was one coming and one going or there was only 
every alternate night? 

Jack: No, no at that time, there was one each way each night so you'd come in one 
night and spend the next day in Prince shopping, whatever the case may be, and 
then you'd have to spend the next night going back out again, and get out there in 
the middle of the night, and then walk home in the dark. Times have changed, you 
know. 

Shelley: Have they ever! 

Jack: See women with a baby in each arm walking a mile through the snow in the 
middle of the winter home, you bet. Or in the summer, when there was bears all 
over the place. 

Ernie: There you go, always something to be grateful for. 

Shelley: Geez, no kidding. 

Jack: It was the good old days, you know. 

Shelley: When you were talking earlier about the town get togethers, did the 
sawmill's managers or the sawmills themselves play a role at all in any of the ... 

Jack: Oh, they came to the dances and such, doing the shows, sure. 

Shelley: They didn't support them monetarily or put them on or anything? 

Jack: I don't think they had to because everybody in the community got together 
to build the hall so there was no cost. The company did supply the lumber, I 
believe, for the halls. That's right, yes, so they were involved. You bet, they 
supplied the lumber for the hall. 

Shelley: So most of the managers and the supervisory crew from all the mills 
lived out there as well? 

Jack: Oh sure. There wasn't much option, like I say, with the train setup. 
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Shelley: transportation like that? 

Jack: No, they didn't have any choice. No the managers stayed there all year 
round. Times have changed I tell ya. 

Ernie: The years that you were out there Jack, in the rest of the country at various 
times, there was a lot of union activism. What was the role of unions out there? 

Jack: Well they had one real big strike there, that was in '53 I think. That lasted, I 
think, for about 3 or 4 months, and that really did hit this whole line here, the 
whole area, even Prince George, big time. '53. There was a lot of bad feeling, a lot 
of enemies made over it and everything. 

Ernie: What union was that? 

Jack: IWA. 

Ernie: And was the mill out there always organized? 

Jack: No, I can't ... I don't think so. I think it got organized probably about 1950. I 
think that was the first real test of the IW A was that strike in '5 3. And after that, 
the unions were quite strong. 

Shelley: What caused the strike? 

Jack: Well they just wanted better conditions, better money, you know. Things 
were really bad, like I mean you couldn't even stop for a smoke break before that 
or have a cup of coffee or anything. You worked steady right through. And I know 
the one manager that was out there, he said "there is no way that I'm going to pay 
somebody for having a cigarette or a cup of coffee", but by gosh he did. He did. 
They got them. 

Ernie: What about the process of organizing, were you there through that? 

Jack: No, I never got involved in that part of it, in the organizing of it, but my 
brothers were. Two of my brothers were in it, they were quite strong in it. 

Shelley: So how big was your family? 

Jack: 8 children 

Shelley: And you were all born and raised in Penny? 
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Jack: We were all born in Penny, yeah. 

Shelley: How long were your parents there before you ... 

Jack: '23. Mom and Dad came there in 1923, so they were old timers along the 
line here. 

Shelley: And they had all their children there? 

Jack: yeah. 

Shelley: And how many of them worked out in the mill? 

Jack: Well all the boys, us three boys did - or in the woods like falling timber or 
something, like in the woods or else in the mill or on the river,whatever. My two 
brothers did too. 

Shelley: And the girls? 

Jack: Well the girls, once they got a little older, they came to town and went to 
work in town here, in Prince. 

Shelley: Is that ... that was the normal trend of families, the guys stayed and 
worked out in the mill or ... 

Jack: Well there wasn't any jobs for women in the mills. Like you know, there 
was one or two ladies that worked in the office, that I remember. I quit that time. 
But as far as the mill work goes, no. It was such hard work anyway, they didn't 
miss anything, believe me. 

Shelley: So there was no women or ... 

Jack: When my oldest sisters came to Prince, one of them became a hairdresser 
and another one, I think she was a housekeeper, and then she got married here in 
town. And yeah, there wasn't any work for them there. 

Shelley: So there was never any women in the sawmills while you worked there? 

Jack: No, not that I can remember, no. Only in the office or something like that, 
not in the sawmills. No, that was pretty well unthinkable, that a woman would 
work in the sawmills in those days. It was! 

Shelley: What was the makeup of the population out there, was it all Canadians or 
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were there ... 

Jack: Oh no, there was quite a few people from Europe there. Yup, quite a few 
from Europe. 

Shelley: Anywhere else outside of Canada? 

Jack: Actually, probably just about anywhere you can think of, the odd one would 
come through. Although I can't remember ... I only remember one or two coloured 
people working out there. That's about all. I don't know why there weren't more, I 
can't say. They didn't miss anything. It was hard work believe me. Maybe that's 
why. 

Shelley: Were there not a number of Chinese in this area back then? 

Jack: There was a lot of Chinese that come through with the railroad and there 
was a lot of them prospecting, like in prospecting, they went into Barkerville and 
whatnot. But right around Penny, there was the only Chinese I knew around that 
area there were cooks. 

Shelley: Oh? 

Jack: Yeah, cooks in the camps and some of them were pretty darn good cooks 
too, but I can't remember any Chinese guys working in the mill.But there was 
people from all over, all the European countries, you know, Scandinavian 
countries and everything. 

Shelley: Throughout the whole time that you were growing up there? 

Jack: Oh sure, you bet. Some of them came there and they couldn't speak English 
but I don't know, they got by somehow. You know, they really did. They got by. 

Shelley: Well that about exhausts my question sheet Jack. Thank you very much. 

Jack: Oh, you're welcome. 

Shelley: One of the things that we would like to do and build on these interviews 
is to put together a list of other potential interviewees. Is there anybody that you 
can ... 

Jack: Like I was saying, Anna Millis, if she'd do it, if her memory is still pretty 
good. She goes back way before my time. You've got her name there anyway. 
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Ernie: Yeah, I record them. 

Jack: I think she lives on Burden and she probably would talk to you too. Oh gosh, 
anybody else?, I'd have to think about that you know. Arnie Mellows, he ran the 
store in Penny, he'd have a different perspective, if he'd talk to you. 

Shelley: Arnie Millis, is that a relative of this? 

Jack: No, they're the same name but a different spelling of the name. 

Ernie: Is that with the "w". 

Jack: Yeah. "ows", yeah. And he lives on Garden Drive there. You'd see his name 
in the phone book, and he might talk to you. He was the storekeeper so he would 
have a different perspective completely, which would be good, wouldn't it. He'd 
have a different perspective than people that worked in the mills there. 

Ernie: When you say the storekeeper, you mean the general store or the mill 
stores? 

Jack: Yeah, general stores. No, no that was a commissary. They had a commissary 
in the mill, when the big mill was there, but he ran the general store and the post 
office for many years there, Arnie did. But he'd give you a different perspective of 
it. 

Shelley: Thanks. 

[End of interview] 
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Interview with Jack Boudreau of Penny - November 23, 1999 
Present were Shelley Rennick, Ernie Kaesmodel and Jack Boudreau 

Rough transcription: 

S - You were a resident of Penny for how long Jack? 
J - Yes, I was born there. I was born there in 1933. 
S - And how long did you live there? 
J- Mostly until 1976 - only a couple of years that I drifted around. 
S - And then why did you leave there in 1976. 
J - there was no work out there 
S - What happened? 
J- the mills closed down and everything. you had a choice you could eat dirt or move. 
S - so was there any other industry there at all or 
J - No, there was nothing 
S - Nothing, just the mills, as in sawmills you mean? 
J - No there wasn't any sawmills left, they all closed down. 
S - No, but I mean they were sawmills that were operating? 
J- It was strictly a sawmill town. It was a pretty good sized sawmill town for those days. 
S - and why did the mills close down? 
J - they went broke 
S - they went broke? 
J - yes, they weren't very efficient and more efficient ones were built and then they were all 
centralized pretty well. 
S - So, was that due to um, changes in gov't policy or was that ? 
J - I suppose that's debatable, there was alot of very poor management I thought and very poor, 
old worn out equipment they were still trying to work with. Instead of investing in new mills 
there they just closed them all down and invested in new mills - they centralized. 
S- So do you know if it was the same companies? 
J - No it wasn't the same companies - No. 
S - So these were local owner-operators that had small businesses and closed the mills down. 
J - alot smaller than what we have now anyway and they went broke and then other people started 
up there businesses in like Prince here. Alot of the sawmills, the pulpmills started up and thats 
where the work was so people had to pretty well leave the line you know, and come in to work. 
There was some places like Upper Fraser and Giscome stayed open, Giscome has closed since 
then. 
s -Right 
J - Eventually Upper fraser will close to, I think thats a given and it will all be right around the 
city. 
S - did you think that part of the problem was, as well as management, was it wood supply and 
they just had to keep going further afield for supply or? 
J - No, the wood was closer to there that it is to Prince. 
S-0.K. 
J - So it wasn't a problem with wood supply. 
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S - and who, how many sawmills were out there then. 
J - there were a couple of sawmills that didn't amount to much but there was I big sawmill that 
ran until 1957. Part ofit burned down and the rest closed down. After that they only had small 
portables which didn't employ many people. 
S - So do you think that they big ones that closed down in '57, you said part of it was due to fire, 
do you think it had anything to do with the quota system that was brought in that gave priority to 
sawmills with barkers and chippers? 
J - I suppose it did to some extent. It was bound to have. But I mean there was a big push by 
govt to centralize. Govt and industry both. there was some good sides to it too you know. 
There was way more facilities for all the people. They didn't have many facilities out there in 
those days. We had one store, you know and you shopped there or you didn't eat, alright, you 
have I place to work - if you didn't get along with the boss you had to leave town. There were 
alot of advantages to seeing everything come in and be centralized. 
S - So, in 57 or thereabouts when the last sawmill closed down, that's when most of the townsite 
moved out as well. 
J - most of them did. and there was quite a few people suffer over that to you know because they 
had homes. Some of them had land and their land was rendered virtually worthless overnight 
when the mills closed. I mean if you couldn't make a living there your land was worthless, right? 
So alot of people just walked out and left their homes. 
S - Really 
J-Umhm. 
S - So, um, there was, there were alot of forestry activities that happened around that time, um, 
that may or may not have contributed. There was a move in the last 50's and 60's that saw a 
move from selective logging to clear-cut logging, Do you remember that having any effect? 
J - I don't think that really had any bearing on it. 
S - No eh. 
J - In my case out there. You know, like in the penny area. That all happened after that. 
It was a case of old machinery, old equip. in the mills that was continually breaking down. They 
would have had to make an enormous investment and build a completly new modem mill and 
obviously, whoever you want to say may have decided it, they decided to do it closer to the city 
and I think it was the right decision. 
S - So, were there many people that you know of that moved to the Upper Fraser mill or to 
Giscome and then 
J - quite a few moved to giscome and upper fraser and alot of them moved into P. G. and found 
work around Prince and actually we were quite glad. Most of them I think were glad that that 
happened. You know because the long term effect was in their benefit. They had all the 
amenities in the city as opposed to out there, nothing. Unless you like running around the woods 
like we did in the mountains. 
S - Is that what you would say you remember most about Penny? 
J - Oh sure, for myself yes but that wouldn't apply to many probably. But I was always in the 
woods and mountains you know - I loved it. 
S - So you would enjoyed your time out there because of the wilderness? 
J - Oh yes, absolutely 
S - and with your research and your interests now it sounds like its been a, affected your life 
substantially. 
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J - It has you know. Alot of its coming back and its rewarding me for what I spent there in the 
mountains and in the woods. 
S - Oh, interesting. 
J - My writing and whatnot you know, you bet. 
S - And you moved away what '76? 
J - I moved from Penny in 76. 
S - into to town here? 
J - Yes 
S - and you've been here ever since? 
J - Well, I moved to Willow River for a few years and then I moved into town. And it was better 
for me in town cause I could go in any direction you know, whereever I wanted to work. As it 
turned out I ended up working for the forest service anyway. Then I was stationed in Prince so it 
worked out just perfect for me. I stayed with the forest service until I retired. 
S - Oh did you? 
J- Umhm. 
S - Which was? Do you mind my asking? When was that? 
J - 1993. Six years ago. 
S - So you've been writing ever since then? 
J - I've been working at it. 
S - Um. Jack, what would you say the population of Penny was when you were living there? 
J - 500. About 500 people in the early 50's. You'd never know it today. There are about 8 - 10 
houses standing today. The rest have all gone back to nature. 
S - So was the, was the population mostly young, old, male, female? 
J - Pretty well all ages but there were alot of single guys. There was a big bunkhouse and there 
was alot of single men employed in there so I can't say that there was an abundance ofladies out 
there. 
S - That's pretty typical of sawmills though isn't it? 
J - That's absolutly right. That was another thing that alot of people were glad to get away from 
you know - to get into the cities. Life treated them a little better. 
S - (laugh) Well, that's one way of putting it? 
E - ...... wanna have a beer. 
J. - That's right, among other things. 
S - So did you see alot of transition of people when you were out there of people that did live 
there? 
J - Mhm. I seen alot of turnover. Alot of people come and go and spend six months or a year. 
Some of them much less. Then leave again. 
S - The didn't like the location or being 
J - either that or the boss dido 't like them or whatever the reason might be. But alot of young 
guys would work for a little while and them quit. Get a little stake and go somewhere else. 
S - So before we get too far away from the sawmill business. How did you become involved in 
sawmill work? 
J - Well, there wasn't much option. When I finished school I went to work in the mill in Penny. 
S - So you went to school out in Penny as well? 
J - Um hm. and then I went, not just in the sawmill but there was work driving logs down the 
river and that sort of thing so a little bit of everything. I worked for the forest service sometimes, 
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cutting trails for them. They used to cut alot of trails in the mountains years ago you know. That 
is the only means they had of getting access to fires and whatnot so I cut trails for them alot. I 
just loved that, getting out in nature you know. 
S - And your going back on those trails now are you? 
J- No they've given up that concept now. Helicopters got rid of them. 
S - Those trails aren't there any more? 
J - No, they all grew over. Helicopters changed everything. 
S - So what did you do when you, did you have a variety of jobs in the mill? 
J - Oh yes, I did alot of different jobs in the mill. 
S - Started from pulling on the green chain? 
J - And they were all boring. That's another thing that I have to mention, that with the modem 
mills that they built, like around P.G. here there were much better jobs. They were so labour 
intensive years ago you know. All bull work. Really hard work and what not. Now who works 
in a mill any more. Its all electronic - you just push a button. 
S - So you did everything from sorting on the green chain 
J - Ya you bet 
S - to foreman or 
J - Well yes, I was foreman too, ya. 
S - Is that what you were doing when you left or what were you 
J - No the mills closed 
S - Oh so you were, working on the floor when the mills closed? 
J - What was I doing when the mills closed? I was working on the river as a boom man and 
moving logs down the river when the mills closed and then I went and I was postmaster for about 
9 years in Penny. Ran the post office and alot of different jobs like that and then finally I decided 
I wanted to eat so I had to leave. 
S - ( laugh ) something besides moose and bear - is that what it was? 
J - That's about it yup. 
S - So you left the sawmill business in the last 60's then did you? 
J - Yes and I never worked in the sawmills again after that. I worked as a foreman. I moved 
from Penny for a while. I worked at Sinclair Mills before they closed down and I was a foreman 
there. I was a boss there but I never worked in the mills myself after that. I went scaling and 
became a licensed scaler. I done alot of different things. Then finally once I started with the 
forest service I stayed with them steady until I retired. 
S- in what capacity? What did you do with the forest service? 
J - Protection. The best job there. Helicopters flying around the mountains fighting fires. 
S - Interesting. Um Jack, they don't do the kind of river work any more that they use to do. 
J-No 
S - Why, I mean the rivers are still there, there's - mill's are still on the rivers. Why did they why 
did they get away from that. Cheaper? 
J - Well they, the environment stopped it for one thing. Alot of people were against it. They 
didn't think it was a very good deal to be running logs down the river and it was expensive too. 
And alot of the river front logs were, the river front timber was taken out and it was the stuff 
farther back that they were moving. So they might as well move it right into town and move it, 
dump it in the river, fight it in the river, haul it out into a mill. It wasn't cheap either you know. 
s -And, 
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J - So this way they load it right onto the trucks in the woods and take it right to the sawmill. 
S - When they have to build roads into the logging areas anyway! 
J - That's right, sure. So, but the last one was up around Fraser lake I think. The last time they 
ran logs in any river here that I know of and there was quite a stink about it, in the papers, there 
was alot of people that were against it, they just didn't think that it was environmentally friendly 
so it was stopped completely. 
S - When was that. 
J - That's gotta be 25 or 30 years ago I think now. Ray Williston was minister of forests then so 
thats going back quite a ways. 
S - Yeh it is. 
J - and as far as I know they have never ran logs down rivers since then. You know when they got 
jams and stuff, sometimes they had to blow them out with dynamite. Can you imagine them 
throwing dynamite in the river now. I think now. Some people would complain. 
S - Yeh just a bit. 
J - Now where were we. (received a phone call). 
S - Um, blowing up log jams on the river. 
J - Oh yah, that's about where we were yes. No that's was the end of that era right there. 
S - Okay. Um, when you moved into town Jack, you moved your family in did you? 
J - Yes. 
S - What did your family do? What did they think of the move? 
J - It was alright I guess. I think they were glad yah. Everything - like I say, more amenities here 
you know. 
S - So did you have kids that were born out in Penny. 
J - Yes, I had 1 son. 
S - So there was very little work besides the mills. There was the post office, the general store. 
J - Yes. 
S - That's it, and the mills? 
J - Yes, there was very little other work at all. Like I say there was some work in the summer. 
There was alot of work in the summers sometimes fighting forest fires and things like that and 
cutting trails for the forestry but that wouldn't be steady work you see. So a person couldn't rely 
on that. 
S - Right. So the, who owned the sawmills out there then? 
J - There were several owners. They were sold out and they changed hands. 
S - And who owned them when you worked for them? 
J - Oh gosh, there was Standard Tie and Timber, Penny Spruce Mills, and then I can't remember 
what it was called at the last. A fellow by the name of Fred Thurston bought it at the last there 
but I can't remember whether it changed name then or not. But for the amount of crew that they 
had they didn't produce much lumber. They were destined to close down. They had to either like 
I say, build new, expensive mills out there, and why would they build them out there, you know. 
I mean obviously cooler heads prevailed and they realized they had to get in and get centralized so 
that they too had access to markets and everything else you know. 
S - Do you remember any names of the owners of the mills? 
J - Well Fred Thurston was one, and the owners of the other ones, no I can't remember them 
now. I know that there was some sawmills there before my time. My dad went out there is 1923 
and there was a couple of small mills. Lipsitt's mill and Roy Spur. The fellow that ended up 
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owning Giscome, he had a little sawmill there in the early days, my dad worked for him, So there 
was quite a few small mills through the years out there. 
S - Lipsitt - is that not a family name that is around here still too? 
J-No 
S - Different Lipsitt? 
J - Yes. That's way back. That's about 19, that's right after, I think he built his mill there shortly 
after the railroad came through so before 1920. That's going way back before my time. So there 
was several little mills there in the early days you know and then eventually they built a big one. 
S - And then that petered out in the late 50's as well? 
J - Yes. and then there was just a few portable mills there. 
S - And now there aren't even any independents out there or are there? 
J - Nothing, not a thing. 
S - Nothing? 
J - Not a thing. 
E - Jack were you still working out there when the requirement for burners and barkers and 
chippers came in? 
J - I think that was after Penny closed. 
E - Is that right eh? 
J - Ya, we didn't have those up there. That would be shortly after. I think it was in the early 
60's was when they really started getting tough on all that. 
E - What was the mill doing with its slabs and sawdust? 
J - burning them. lots of them. there was a roaring fire going in the burner all the time. There 
was an awful lot of waste then. Thats another thing with getting into modern mills. So much less 
waste. Its hard to believe, I mean the saw curve in those things was about that wide, every time 
the saw went through it wasted probably a third or a quarter as much as it cut. And then all the 
slabs and everything on top of it. Slabs that wide, all going into the burner - it was a terrible 
waste. So I can't say that I was sorry to see it change in that respect. The only thing I felt bad 
about is that alot of people got left in the lurch and like I say they the mills just disappeared and 
people had land and homes and they just walked away from them. They were worthless. They 
just became worthless so alot of people were hurt by it but then that seems to be the story of the 
human race anyway you know. 
E - Was there any discussion about the people that lived there and their lands. Any discussion 
between the mill owners and the gov't or the people who lived there or was it just? 
J - No nothing, it was just tough luck. You just had to leave that's all. 
S - So there was never any gov't compensation program of any kind? 
J - Nothing. You know there is for floods. Like when they flood an area. In a sense its the same 
thing. they are chancing people out of their home when they flood an area and put in dams but in 
those cases, well who is to blame. Who is to blame if a company goes broke and closes down. I 
guess its not the govt' s fault. 
S - Unless it was the result of some, some policy that they implemented or something like that. 
J - I'm sure that under the table yes, there was, obviously that was the long range plan. There's 
no question about it that it was, to centralize everything but alot of people did get hurt on it, 
there's no question about it at all. 
S - So when the sawmill closed down and you left you went scaling you said? 
J - Yes, I went scaling for a while, yeh. 
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S - And where was that? 
J - Gosh, I went scaling for Sinclair Mills plus several places they sent me like into camps and 
whatnot. And I scaled for probably about 4 or 5 years altogether. I worked on the weighscales 
too finally and then I went to work full time for protection with the ministry of forests and that's 
where I stayed until I retired. It was a good job too. They don't make them any better. 
E - When you were scaling you were scaling for private - for the company? 
J - I scaled for the company for a while and then I swung over and scaled for the forestry. Once 
the forestry took over the weigh scales then I went to work for them. 
E - The scaling systems could often been inaccurate. Did you ever see much difference. I mean 
you got to see both sides of that. What did you see there by way of conflict? 
J - Actually there was alot of - the scaling was just atrocious prior to the forestry weigh scales 
coming in. Especially when they just had what they called foot board measure because you could 
scale a log, and you just scaled the top end and the length and you might get only half the scale, 
the rest the company got for nothing. Its hard to explain to people that haven't scaled you know 
but what they did is they just took a cylinder and assumed it to be maybe that wide here. All they 
did was measure the length and the top diameter but it might be that wide so anything that went 
beyond that proposed cylinder that they envisioned was all free to the company. 
E - There was not allowance in the scale for taper? 
J - There was but it was fixed and it was very very little. So it was common to get 100% overrun. 
That was common in those days. Then once they came in with cubic scale and whatnot then with 
cubic scale they measured both ends and they measured the cylinder then those days were over 
then they paid for every foot of wood they got. 
S - So, there must have been a certain set of skills that were required in the mill, or? 
J - In the mill? 
S - When you first started in the mill what skills did you need to do that type of work? 
J - Mainly big muscle. Like I said, there was alot of bull work you know. Really hard work. 
Skills, I guess so but nothing that you couldn't learn in a short period of time if you wanted to 
learn it. There was a lot of bull work. I think people came out of there at night so tired that they 
didn't care if they lived or died. 
S - And then when you went scaling that was a bit different. There was a set of skills involved 
there? 
J - Oh yes, there is, that's 
S - And how long did it take you to get your license. 
J - You know, that's hard to remember. I had a guy help me. A forest service person helped me 
and that was really nice. I didn't really have any trouble getting it. I was always fairly good at 
math and things like that you know so I didn't have any trouble getting my scalers license really. 
S - So that was in the late 70's you got a provincial scaling license? 
J - Gosh no, that was 62 I got that. I used it 63, 64 ,65 maybe and then I got out of that. Then I 
was post master and doing different things like that for several years and then I went back on the 
scales for the forestry and until I switched over. I think in 79 or 80 I swung into protection full 
time with the forest service. 
S - Jack, with respect to some of the social issues, if there was such a thing in Penny, what would 
you say were the best things about living out there? 
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J - Of course I'm speaking for myself The hunting and the fishing and those sorts of things which 
I fell in love with right from the time I was a child, you know, for me yes that was the outstanding 
thing. Right in my back yard - good fishing and 
S - Did the families like that as well? Was that, for instance your family and your kids? 
J - My family did, my family was a trapper and a woodsman himself so I guess it just rubbed off 
on us. there were alot of other people that weren't much for going into the woods. To them, 
they worked. There was always dances in the hall. Pretty well every second weekend there was a 
dance in the hall. 
S - That was the local community hall? The one and only Penny community hall? 
J - You bet and there was shows. One guy ran a projector about once a week. 
S - That was your Saturday night out was it? 
J - The dance was usually the Saturday night out. 
S - What were the worst things about living out there? 
J - Well, if you weren't wired for it, the isolation. The isolation was pretty tough and you would 
see the same people all the time, which was alright if it was the right person you know but there 
was a sense of isolation no question. I think that was why alot of people quit and left even before 
the mills closed. Any time you wanted to go anywhere it meant catching the train in the middle of 
the night, like to come to P.G. That was a two day deal. You'd come in and the next night you'd 
go through the same thing again. Sit on the train for about 4 hours. 
S - That was your only transportation? 
J - That was it. 
S - There weren't any cars out there? 
J - There weren't any roads. that's what I'm talking about isolation. You caught the train or you 
stayed there. One or the other. The Yellowhead highway didn't come through until 1967. Long 
after the mills closed. 
S - Oh, so the implementation of the highway didn't have any affect on you then? 
J - Well, I was still in Penny then, from 67 to 76 so it did it had a big difference, and it was nice to 
be able to get in the vehicle and come into Prince whenever you wanted. That just really changed 
it. Changed everything. 
S - So there wasn't a number of people that were going to leave that stayed or ... 
J - The only people that stayed really were those that had some other source of income. Like 
there was some people that had a little money there. There was quite a few retirees - like my 
mom was still there, and my dad for a while too. And several other elderly people, they had a 
pension to live on. But for the young people, unless they had someone to support them they had 
to leave. There was just no way to make a living there anymore. That changes a community in a 
hurry. 
S - And the train only went how often? 
J - Well, there was a passenger train that went each night. One way one night and back the next 
night. 
S - So each night there was one coming and one going or there was one going every alternate 
night? 
J - No, there was one going each way each night. So you'd come in one night, spend the next day 
shopping in Prince or whatever the case may be and then you'd have to spend the next night 
going back and get back there in the middle of the night and then walk home in the dark. Times 
have changed. 
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S - Have they ever. 
J - You'd see women with a baby in each arm walking a mile in the snow in the middle of the 
winter home - you bet. Or in the summer when there was bears all over the place. 
E - There you go Shelley, something to be greatful for. 
S - No kidding. 
J - Those were the good old days you know. 
S - When you were talking earlier about the town get togethers, did the sawmill managers or the 
sawmills themselves play a role at all in any of these events? 
J - Oh they came to the dances and stuff and the shows, sure. 
S - They didn't support them monetarily or put them on or anything? 
J - I don't think they had to cause everyone in the town got together to build the hall so there was 
no cost. The company did supply the lumber I believe for the hall. So that's right they were 
involved. They supplied the lumber for the hall. 
S - So most of the managers and the supervisory crew from all the mills lived out there as well. 
J - Oh sure. There wasn't much option like I say with the train set up 
S - Not with transporation like that. 
J - No they didn't have any choice. No the managers stayed there all year round. Times have 
changed I tell you. 
E - The years that you were out there Jack, in the rest of the country at various times there was 
alot of union activism. What was the role of unions out there? 
J - Well, they had one real big strike there. That was in 53 I think. That last I think for about 3 or 
4 months. It hit the whole line here, even P.G., 53. There was alot of bad feelings, alot of 
enemies made over it and everything. 
E - What union was it? 
J-IWA 
E - And was the mill out there always organized? 
J - No, I can't remember. I think it got organized about 1950. It think that was the real test of 
the union, that strike of 53 and after that the unions were quite strong. 
S - What caused the strike? 
J - Well they just wanted better conditions, better money, you know, there was .. Things were 
really bad back then. You couldn't even stop for a cup of coffee or a cigarette, you worked 
steady right through. I know there was 1 manager out there who said "There is no way that I'm 
going to pay somebody for having a cigarette or a cup of coffee" but by gosh he did [laugh]. He 
did, they got them. 
E - What about the process of organizing? Were you there thru that? 
J - No. I never got involved in that part ofit, in the organizing ofit but two ofmy brothers were 
in it. They were quite strong in it. 
S - So how big was your family? 
J - Eight children. 
S - And you were all born and raised in Penny? 
J - We were all born in Penny, yup. 
S - How long were your parents there before you . . . 
J - 1923. Mom and Dad came there in 23 so they were old timers along the line here. 
S - And they had older children there? 
J - Yup. 
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S - And how many of them worked out in the mill? 
J - Well all the boys, us three boys did. Or in the woods, falling or you know, falling timber in the 
woods or in the mill or on the river. My two brothers did too. 
S - And the girls. 
J - Well, once the girls got a little older they moved to town and went to work in town here. 
S - That was the normal trend out there? They guys stayed and worked out in the mill? 
J - Well there wasn't any jobs for the women in the mills then. There was I or 2 ladies that 
worked in the office ifl remember rightly but as far as the mill work goes no. It was such hard 
work anyway, they didn't miss anything believe me. My older sisters came to Prince, one became 
a hairdresser and another one was, I think she was a housekeeper. Then she got married here in 
town. There wasn't any work for them there. 
S - So there was never any women in the sawmills while you worked there? 
J - No, not that I can remember. No, only in the office or something like that. Not in the 
sawmills. That was unthinkable that women would work in the sawmills in those days. It was. 
S - What was the makeup of the population out there? Was it all Canadians or were there . . 
J - Oh no. There were quite a few people from Europe there. Ya quite a few from Europe. 
S - Anywhere else outside of Canada. 
J - Actually probably just about anywhere you can think of The odd one would come through 
you know. Although I can only remember 1 or 2 colored people working out there. That's about 
all. I don't know why there wasn't more. They didn't miss anything. It was hard work believe 
me. Maybe that's why. 
S - Were there not a number of Chinese in the area back then? 
J - There was alot of Chinese that came through with the railroad and propected. Like in 
propecting they went into Barkerville and what not. The only Chinese I knew right around that 
area were cooks. 
S-Oh. 
J - Cooks in the camps. Some of them pretty darn good cooks too, but I can't remember any 
Chinese guys working in the mill. But there was people from all over, all the Europeanian 
countries, Scandanavian countries and everything. 
S - Throughout the whole time that you were growing up there. 
J- Oh sure. You bet. Some of them couldn't speak english but darnit they got by somehow you 
know. They really did, they got by. 
S - Hm. Well, that about exhausts my question sheet Jack, thank you very much. 

Asked him to add to the list of interviewees. 
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