
, 
Interview Check List 

Task Date Requested Date Received 
- -
Consent Form / 
Thank-you Letter ./" 
Interview Summary / 

Interview Tapes Copied ~ 

Transcript 

_Proofed Transcript 

v/ /V4 /r~rl !?M , ~ 
( l ---:/ /Li ~ 

' n 1Jt/.i.t.1d-

Maps / 

Pictures 

I 
-



UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Coralee Madden 
302-3000 15th Avenue 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M 1T4 October 16t11

, 2002 

Subject: Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project Transcripts 

Dear Coralee: 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of a transcript from your interview with the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. We apologize for the delay in getting this copy to you. There was a lack of 
funding that caused delays in the progress of this project. We appreciate your patience and we thank 
you again for your interest in this project. We have very much enjoyed meeting so many people with 
ties to communities along the upper Fraser River. It has been very interesting learning from the stories 
people have told us. We hope to stay working on the history of these communities for many years to 
come. At this time, we would like to request you to review this transcript and send us any changes that 
are required. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at: (250) 960-5320 or by 
e-mail: halseth@unbc.ca. 

Greg Halseth, As~;.i.ate-F'r6l'ess 
Geography Program 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 429 

Upper Fraser Historical Geography Website: http://web.unbc.ca/upperfraser 



Upper Frase r Historical Geography Project 
Univers i1 y of Northern British Columbia 
3333 Univers ity Way 
Prince Gcnr:_> ·. 8 .C. 
V2N 4Z1J 

Coralee 1\ Lid len 
302-3000 IS Avenue 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M l T-1 

Dear Co1 :ilcc: 

June 28, 2000 

It was a 11k ,,1rc discussi ng the hi story of Sinclair Mills and Upper Fraser with you. Thank-you 
for takin:c'. ti Lime tu he interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper 
Fraser J-1:-:n;:c:il Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, 
as well :,~. c ··1tribute to the te ll ing or an important local history. Your additional contacts and the 
detailed :mp of the community arc especially informative and greatly appreciated. 

If you h:1vc :1 11 y questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary researchers or 
the Proj l ~·r C ,o rdinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fon .. 1' I /\ssoci:1tc Professor, Geography 
Greg H:1'-.:c·· 1. .i\s. ouatc Prokssor, Geography 
Aileen L i··1. As:-,i:-,1an t Proi"cssor. History 
Tracy St _Tvillc. :\ssista nt Professor, Politica l Science 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 Laural ,·. Project Co-orclin ator 

Thank-) : "'tin, your help" :,s grc:1Lly apprec iated. 

Sincere! 

Aileen l 
As ista 

LI, 

, ·1.·s~u r. I !istory 
Karen Andrews 
Project Interviewer 



Coralee Madden 
Interviewed at UNBC 
June 7/00 
By Karen Andrews 

Coralee Madden spent most of her childhood in Sinclair Mills. She arrived with 

her family (the Buchanan's) in the early 1980's - a long time after the mill had shut down 

and many residents had left the area. She estimated that approximately 120 people were 

residing in the area at the time. A few months after their arrival the school closed down 

and they commuted to Upper Fraser. While she felt life in the town was boring during 

her teenage years, she fondly remembered the closeness of the community, the ''haunted 

house", playing and horseback riding in the area. She remembered attending community 

events in Sinclair Mills, Upper Fraser, and often commuting to Prince George. She 

moved to Prince George in order to attend college, and later moved back- then left- then 

purchased her parents home and shortly after resold it. She noted that a lot of young 

people were now buying property in the area. 

Coralee felt comfortable during the interview and was very friendly. She drew a 

very detailed map of the townsite and answered as many questions as she could- many 

did not apply to her experience. At one point a worker came in to fix something in the 

room so we had to shut the tape off-sorry. She also had to leave by 11:00 only giving us 

one hour so she did not have time to complete the questionnaire. 

Possible Contacts 

Joyce Hards 564-0723 
Sherly Medkie 
Irene Smith 966-2480 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant:_1 .... /l .... ,m ........... 4""""~ .... ,-=.L---.,,-M-=-t).~4"'-'h,J-=-'-...a..-------

Place of interview: ....... ,"'=~·d=..:.·=C;..;;-.... (;'-.-----------------

r, N'. e 6-ro@e 
AUV Mailing Address of Participant : ~;;i - 3;:oo 

Date: ~U-,N- ] / 0 0 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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., .. 

permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant 

~ 1- l-vo 
Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is ,IC" ffea'/\Lt,AS.... (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Interview #76 Coralee Madden June 7, 2001 

Karen: We are interviewing Coralee Madden and this is Karen at UNBC. 
Today is June 7th and the consent form has been signed. What is the thing 
you remember most about Sinclair Mills, for the time that you were there? 

My house. We were there in 1984 and my husband had just sold my parents' 
house last year so ... 

Karen: So you lived there until til last year. 

We moved to Upper Fraser briefly when we got married because my husband 
works for Canfor - well it used to be Northwood - so we had a company house 
there. But then they closed the townsite so we bought my parents' house and then 
we lived there for a year and then we sold it because we had enough of country 
life. 

Karen: So you moved away last year? 

Yeah. 

Karen: So you moved to Prince George? 

We moved to Grande Prairie and then we moved back here. 

Karen: Why did you move to Grande Prairie? 

Because my husband took a different job there. He didn't care for it so we came 
back. 

Karen: Maybe you could talk a little bit about Sinclair Mills and Upper 
Fraser. What was the approximate population when you lived in both those 
places and what time did you live there? 

We moved to Sinclair Mills in 1984 I think, maybe 1983, I'm not sure. Anyway, 
they had just closed down the school so we had to go to Upper Fraser for school. 
And it was like the Upper Fraser school was so full. It was too many kids to go 
there. By the time I got to Grade 7, they had closed half of it because that's how 
many people moved out during that time. 

Karen: So when you lived in Sinclair Mills you commuted to Upper Fraser? 

Yeah, everyday. 
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Karen: How far was that? 

It was about a 25 minute ride and a bus came in to drive everybody from Sinclair 
Mills. 

Karen: So when you lived in Sinclair Mills what was the population there 
like? 

I don't know the numbers but I'm guessing say about 120. 

Karen: Do you know what the approximate population was at Upper Fraser 
at the time when you lived there? 

It was really busy there. All the houses were full and everything so I don't 
remember. Too many people. 

Karen: We'll just talk about Sinclair Mills so it will be clear on the tape. 
Would you say the population was mostly young, old, male, female or pretty 
representative at the time that you were there? 

It was a good mix of everybody in the town, everything. 

Karen: Did people move in and out of Sinclair Mills a lot at that time or were 
people pretty much permanent? 

Everybody who lived there had been there for years but they all wanted to leave. 
They wanted to sell their houses and move, so all the houses were for sale and 
nobody was selling. I think it was because when the mill and the school shut, 
nobody wanted to buy out there. It's just been the last few years that lots of 
younger people, like the same age as us, in the late 20s or whatever, bought 
property and houses out there. But still they don't have kids or stuff like that so 
it's not very busy at all. Not very many people. 

Karen: Why did you leave, which was for work basically? 

Yeah. 

Karen: So you left Sinclair Mills, went to Upper Fraser and then went to 
Grande Prairie, then came to Prince George? 

Yeah. We moved to Upper Fraser because Northwood closed the townsite and 
that was quite a big deal for everybody. 
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Karen: How did you feel about leaving Sinclair Mills? 

Well at the time it was like I wanted to. Well I left for college. Like I hadn't lived 
there ... just rented a room in Prince George and went to CNC so I was having fun 
in town. I didn't want to go back. 

Karen: And when you left Upper Fraser, when your husband worked there, 
how did you feel about that? 

We were really upset to leave from there because the company houses were a 
really good deal for us and we thought like we were being forced to do something 
we didn't want to do. 

Karen: They didn't give you any option to buy the house did they? 

Yeah, they did. 

Karen: But it was too expensive? 

No, it was really cheap. It was about $1000 to buy our house, but then the cost of 
moving it and buying a piece of land and that was way too much. And we loved 
my parents' house. 

Karen: I guess maybe you could kind of explain because you kind of just left 
on your own but how did other family members feel about moving out of 
Sinclair Mills when they had to move? 

Well what happened was the logging out there kind of died and that's what my 
Dad used to do. He.was a guide outfitter in the season ... fall and spring, and that 
wasn't enough to look after my family so when the logging died, he kind of felt 
forced to move. Like he had to look for a steady job and then he had to sell his 
guide area so he was really upset. We'd been there for so long. 

Karen: Did he move to Prince George? 

No, they moved to Valleyview, Alberta. He got a job there. 

Karen: Did you have other brothers and sisters at the time? 

Yeah. My brother, he moved to [inaudible??] 

Karen: Can you draw a mental map or a general layout area of the townsite? 
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Yeah. From when I first moved there? 

Karen: Well yeah, maybe just kind of put a little date in the corner? 

I'll put it down for when we first moved there. I think it was in 1984, March. I'm 
not sure. 

Karen: What did you feel were the best aspects of the ... 

The haunted house. Right when you came into Sinclair Mills up on the hill, it was 
kind of back in the bushes a little bit. You couldn't drive up there. You could only 
walk or ride your bike. There's this broken down house and all the kids had this 
story that somebody had died. Some girl had been pushed down the stairs, and 

. there she was dead and now it's a haunted house. So we used to ... we weren't 
allowed to go there because it was dangerous but we used to sneak in. 

Karen: What was it at one point, do you know? 

Somebody's house. I felt sorry for them because they were kind of talking about 
them meanly. That was fun to do, the haunted house. What were the people's 
names? I forget the people's names who lived in this little house right here. This 
was Larry Bank. Do you want names or does it matter? 

Karen: I guess if you can remember them, sure you can jot them down there. 

I don't know if you're allowed to use them. 

Karen: Well we'd call people first before we used them. 

I know the people who live in those places now too. 

Karen: How many people would you say still live out there? 

Not that many actually. I could probably count them, like list them and count 
them, on this side. 

Karen: So you guys just bought your parents' house back then? 

Well just bought it and then we sold it a year later. This is all like open property, 
like all the way. Those places are actually quite far. They're not as close as they 
look. It's like a five minute walk, except for these two here. These two are really 
close. 
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Karen: Somebody said the lots were about like 3 or 4 acres. Is that about 
right? 

Probably yeah. What's Erwin's last name? I can't remember his last name. And 
the old bunkhouse was in here. Everybody lived up behind it. I don't know if 
you've talked to him. 

Karen: Who? 

Erwin Stowe. 

Karen: I'm not sure. 

My husband said that they ... they called it the bunkhouse. It had a store and a post 
office and a restaurant, pub sort of thing but it burned down. 

Karen: Do you know when it burned down? 

I was 15 so probably 19 ... How old am I now? I'm 26. So 11 years ago. They 
figure somebody did it. So 1989. I was 15 or 16 anyway. I made those too big so 
I'm going to start over. And the mill site was across from it. 

Karen: And there was no mill at the time when you moved out there? 

No. There was just a burner and it's still there. And the river is like behind on this 
side, the Fraser River. That was fun to go in there. Again we weren't allowed 
because it was dangerous but we'd always sneak in there. So we'll start this street 
thing over again, if you call it a street. And there ' s a house up on the hill right 
beside the bunkhouse but I can't remember the name of the people that lived in 
there. I think his first name was Ted. There was two guys, Ted and Fred. They 
were older. Not too old, probably in their 50s. We sold our house out there ... we 
listed it and it sold the same day. It was a miracle. 

Karen: Did you build the house when your parents were there or did they 
buy it? 

They bought it. It was a mill house for the Sinclair Mills and it was built in the 
1930s. It's a log cabin. It's really pretty. 

Karen: What were the worst aspects of the community layout, that you 
didn't like at the time? 

You mean the layout? 
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Karen: What didn't you like about the townsite? Was there something you 
dido 't really like about it? 

No. We didn't like living there as kids because there was nothing to do. It was 
kind of scary walking from house to house because there were so many trees and 
once in awhile a bear would walk across the road in front of you. But now, 
they've logged it so much there's like hardly any trees. 

Karen: So where did you live on this map here? 

I was right here. I'll write my parents. It used to be a cabin. Across from them is 
the [inaudible??]. They were the last ones on that side of the road who moved to 
Longworth. I'm trying to remember the people's name that lived there. I can't 
remember. They were quiet. Anyway, that's it. That's how it was when we moved 
there. 

Karen: Did you have neighbours close by? 

Well the Moore's were right across the road. Here's the road and then the train 
tracks. They were right there. They're still there. Actually, lots of those people are 
still there now that I think of it. 

Karen: Can you describe like any changes that were occurring over that the 
time that you lived there and the actual town layout? Like you said that one 
place burned down. 

Yeah, the bunkhouse burned down so now everybody gets the mail at Erwin's. 
Numerous people have tried to have stores in their homes but it never works. And 
then they sold the school and the teacherage. Somebody lives in the teacherage 
and they've tom down the school ... or started to tear it down. It's like half tom 
down. And they've tom down the train station and I think that's it. I think the old 
burner is still there, the haunted house. Nobody's been up there. You can't even 
walk up there. 

Karen: There hasn't been any additional buildings or ... 

Yeah, some friends of ours that bought Sorret's place, they've almost done a 
house up here, on the hill behind it. And some people bought some property 
across from this little house here and they were starting to build a house last year. 
I don't know how they're doing now. And let me think, oh, there's a little house 
here. 

Karen: [inaudible] 
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No, that's an older house. I don't think anybody else has built anything new. 

Karen: So there was a store while you were there at some point? 

Yeah. 

Karen: The clubhouse burnt down you said? 

Yeah. 

Karen: The mill was gone. Was there a graveyard there? 

Yeah, there is a graveyard. It's on Mueller's property. 

Karen: There was no hotel then eh? 

The bunkhouse was a hotel too. It burned down when the pub burned down. 

Karen: A church? 

Nope, no church. 

Karen: Did you have water, electricity, telephone, plumbing and 
entertainment? 

Yup. 

Karen: And you had phones in your house? 

Yup. There was no cable of course but by satellite dish. There was all that good 
stuff when we lived there. 

Karen: What about entertainment at that point in time? Was there anything 
that came in there and did things or did you mostly come to town? 

There was a man who would come to the old school and show us a movie, like 
once a month, like a reel movie. It was really religious. Other than that we just 
went to town. My parents would drop us off at the matinee and go shopping. Or 
we'd go up to the bunkhouse and play pool or have a pop or buy some chips or 
whatever. By the time you walked there and back your day was like gone. 

Karen: How long did it take you to get to town, like when you guys were 
driving? Because it changed because the roads used to be so bad. 
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About an hour and a half. 

Karen: Does it still take the same length of time? 

Nowhere as long. My husband can do it in 50 minutes. 

Karen: Is it because he's driving like a maniac or because the roads are 
better? 

Because he's driving like a maniac. Well he worked at Upper Fraser so he's so 
used to going out there. It only takes him 40 minutes to go to work but it takes 
him like 10 extra minutes to get out to Si11clair. It used to be like 25. 

Karen: Were there any types of social services offered there? 

Not as far as I know. I know a lot of the people were on welfare and that. I 
remember another activity. In the summer we used to go up to Amedo Lake. I 
don't know how to spell it. 

Karen: What about medical? Were there any doctors in town or something 
or did you have to come into town? 

You had to come to town. Everybody ran house to house. Do you know what's 
wrong with my kid? My brother and I were really accident prone so we were 
always going for a cast or whatever, stitches. 

Karen: It says, do you think these were adequate for the community's needs 
but ... 

No. 

Karen: You were done school when the school closed down too weren't you? 

No. 

Karen: Oh no, you said you went to Upper Fraser. 

Yeah, I started there in Grade 4, in the middle of grade 4 and they just closed it ... 
like we moved there in March and they just closed it in January, the school in 
Sinclair Mills. 

Karen: So you didn't really go there at all? 
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No. We just missed it. We didn't go there at all. And lots of the kids that did go 
there went on to correspondence and then they never finished so they wouldn't 
even get like Grade 7. 

Karen: So if you did need services, you came to Prince George? 

Yeah, everything we did was in Prince George. 

Karen: So they didn't even have anything in Upper Fraser at that time? 

They had a little store but the mill has first aid attendants, if there was a really bad 
emergency. 

Karen: So it says did you make trips outside the community for food, clothes. 
It sounds like you did, yeah? 

Yeah. 

Karen: Were there any after school activities? I guess this would be pretty 
well Upper Fraser. 

I don't think we did anything. 

Karen: Probably because you had to take the bus. 

Yeah. 

Karen: Can you describe the social life of young people such as dating, 
meeting people, parties ... 

They used to have community dances at the hall in Upper Fraser. We used to go 
there, like a dollar, see all the boys and ... people from Prince George and ... it was 
fun but I was pretty young. I never dated. When I did start dating it was with so 
many boys that moved into MacGregor. I went out with one of them for 6 years. 

Karen: So where did most people work when you lived in Sinclair Mills? 

The people in Sinclair Mills mostly were loggers. Only like a handful ... not even 
a handful, worked at the mill. The other people didn't work at all. They were on 
pension or welfare. 

Karen: There was no mills at that time. It says here, did your spouse or 
parents work for ... so you're dad was a trapper and a ... 
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He was a hunter and a logger. 

Karen: And your mom didn't work? 

No. No, that's not true. She did the post office sometimes. She was like a sub. 

Karen: I don't know if the rest of these would be relevant to you because you 
were younger but it says like who did the hiring? I don't know if you'd know 
that. 

No. 

Karen: Did you work at any time when you were younger anywhere? 

I worked for Wayne Youngher, like doing the haying, picking up sticks off the 
field and stuff like that. I babysat for other people and that was it. I was like the 
town babysitter because there weren't many girls in town. They used to have like 
... after the bunkhouse burned down, they built a community hall. 

Karen: Is the community hall still going? 

Yeah, as far as I know. It was at a standstill when I left but they elected new 
people and it's starting over. They had Easter egg hunts for the kids, and 
Christmas dinner and stuff like that, quilting. The community hall was like brand 
new. 

Karen: These were primarily with jobs and stuff. What types of housing 
existed in Sinclair Mills when you lived there? Were they mostly single 
detached or were they duplexes or ... 

They're all single family but some of them were like pieces of old sheds put 
together and there was a few log homes but most of them were pieces of other 
buildings put together. They're still like that. 

Karen: Were they mostly similar to each other or was there a variety? 

No, they're all different. Like all of them are different. 

Karen: How would you describe the quality of housing? 

You can tell which ones are nice and which ones aren't. There's a few really nice 
homes out there, like beautiful. And then there's others that are just trashed over 
the years. They're just falling apart. Nobody's looked after them but they still live 
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there. 

Karen: Did you [inaudible??] about your own home, because it was a 
company home, did you feel that that was a good quality house? 

It was a log house and there was an addition built on it before we moved in. My 
parents bought it and they always kept it up. They redid all the wiring and 
everything. We did lots of work on it too. It's really pretty. Like it's a log cabin 
with a pond in the front. I thought it was a good home, small home. 

Karen: Did you feel that the design of your house suited things like climate 
and the size of your family? 

Yeah. There was only my brother and I and there was three bedrooms but when 
we got to be teenagers it was a little bit crowded because it had a small kitchen 
and a small living room. It had a big yard. When we lived there with my husband 
and I and my daughter, it was perfect. It was great. 

Karen: Did you know who built the housing in Sinclair Mills? 

Actually I should give you the name of the lady we bought the house off of. She 
would know more about stuff like that. She might even know who built it. I think 
you could probably look her up. She's out on the Blackburn or Pinewood. 

Karen: Were the houses expensive? I guess you probably wouldn't know 
that. 

Our house that we bought off my parents wasn't. I don't think so. We bought our 
house for $70,000 and you can't do that in Prince George. 

Karen: No, especially on a big lot. 

That was 28 acres. 

Karen: What were the most pleasant aspects of living in Sinclair Mills? 

The quiet, peace and quiet, except for when the train goes blowing by at 2:00 in 
the morning. You can keep to yourself. You don't have to see anybody if you 
didn't want to. I know some people can't stand that but we really liked that. You 
can do more of what you want, like with your yard, you don't have all these laws. 
Your dog didn't have to be licensed and all those things. Now that we're in town 
it's like "oh, my dog has to have a license?" 
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Karen: Do you know any negative aspects of living in Sinclair Mills? 

Yeah, in the winter time my parents hardly took us to town because the roads were 
so awful. They're just awful. And even when I lived out there with my husband, 
and he works all the time, and I wouldn't go to town because ... in the winter, 
because I was too scared to drive. And [inaudible??] there's no good parties and 
no fun. No movies and no going out for coffee. We complained all the time when 
we were teenagers. And that was the most time we lived there. Like we went 
through our whole teens there so for us it was just torture. But in a way I'm really 
glad that we were there because we're different people than the people who were 
in town because we know how to survive in the bush and we know how to ride 
horses and all sorts of different things. 

Karen: Did you notice any separation behveen rich and poor or between 
people of different races? 

Not out there. Everybody was really good about ... they didn't really care if you 
were poor or rich or whatever. Everybody did things together at the community. 
That was when we first moved there. It changed over the years. People are more 
on their own. They don't want to come together anymore. But that's okay, that's 
what they decided so .... that's their own ways. 

Karen: Was there any other people with noticeable different ethnicity at the 
time when you lived out there? 

I don't think so. There were a few people who were from Germany and everybody 
was white except one guy was black. He was there briefly. Everybody was white. 

Karen: How would you describe your relationship with your neighbours? 

Well the Moores that lived across the road from Erwin's house, they were really 
good friends because our parents went to school together. And my Mom's best 
friend moved over here, just down the road, and they had kids that were our age. 
We used to walk all the way down the end of the road to visit people so I'd say it 
was pretty good. Everybody tried to get along. 

Karen: Did you have any community get-togethers like annual picnics? It 
sounded like you did. 

Yeah. 

Karen: And dances and different things during the holidays? 
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Yeah. And they had an Easter egg hunt for the kids and Christmas dinner for 
everybody and they used to make up bachelor boxes for the bachelors. 

Karen: When do you think that kind of started to end? Like after you left or 

After I got married. Like when we moved to Upper Fraser and I came back, it 
was different. It was like people weren't that interested in stuff like that and some 
of the bachelors had died or moved so it wasn't as much ... people wanted to do 
things more for themselves. They didn't want to do things together and help each 
other. 

Karen: What year did you get married and move to Upper Fraser? 

I got married in '95. We moved to Upper Fraser, and then we moved back in '98 I 
think. 

Karen: What role did the town's sawmill play ... oh, the sawmill is gone so 
that's no good. 

I don't even know when it shut down or anything. You'd have to ask someone 
else. 

Karen: Did you know any women who worked outside the home? 

Yup. [inaudible??] still works hard in Upper Fraser. I travelled all the way to 
town to teach ... like be a teacher's assistant. Let me think. The lady who bought 
this house with her husband, she works in town. She travels all the way to town. 
She works at the Native Friendship Centre. I think that's just about it. There's the 
older ladies who are too old to work outside the home. 

Karen: Were there single parent families in the community when you were 
there? 

Yeah, for awhile. There was a couple of ladies actually moved out there. 

Karen: Did you happen to notice if there was any groups specifically for 
women at that time? 

Just the quilting at the hall. 

Karen: Where did just men get together? Were there kind of separate places 
or were they together? 
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The men never did anything together. You'd barely even see them at the ... you'd 
see them at the Christmas dinner and that's it. Sometimes at the Mother's Day 
brunch, some of them would come in and do the dishes but not very often. Mostly 
the younger men. 

Karen: Were there any daycares or babysitting services? 

No, just me. I went around babysitting everybody's kids. 

Karen: Did you know where most of the people in the community came from 
at the time that you were there? 

Not really, no. Most people have been there so long that... 

Karen: That's where they come from. 

Yeah, from Longworth. Some of the people were from Longworth. 

Karen: These are all questions which you've kind of answered. With regard 
to ethnic groups having any different kinds of housing or ... 

No. There were just quite a few people from Germany and they were just the 
same. They're houses were actually a little bit nicer. I don't know if that's because 
they had more money to put into them or not. 

Karen: We're putting together a list of people that we hope to interview in 
the future. Do you have any contact names or people that you think should 
be added to the list? 

Well this Sherman Ackey you should call. My husband said he gave you Erwin's 
name and number and you guys have talked to Muellers. My parents don't live 
here but I'll ask him about those. I'm trying to think of somebody ... I can give you 
somebody to talk to for Upper Fraser. 

Karen: sure. 

Should I give you her phone number? 

Karen: Sure that would be great. 

I don't know if she'll do it or not but you can always ask her. 

Karen: Is there anything else that you want to add or ask us? 
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No. 

Karen: Ifwe have some questions or anything can we just give you a ring? 

Yeah. 

Karen: We'll end at that. 

End of interview 

Transcribed by: Regine Halseth Date: August 7, 2001 
Corrected by: Date: 
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