
Resource Conflicts - SPEC AGM, Richmond (Steveston) - June 3, 1978 

The following has been transcribed from GGR's hand written notes with only limited editing - BES 

A glance at B.C. resource conflicts in the broadest sense 

''Time for some discussion within the hour' 

The wants and needs of our society and resource conflicts: 

We wish to maintain or increase the allowable cut in our forests; 
We wish to preserve lands capable of food production so as to work towards at least 65% self
sufficiency goal; 
We need increased protection of lands and waters for recreation purposes, urban open space, 
rural extensive parks, trail corridors, water access etc.; 
We must provide for ecological reserves, future research and other needs; 
Those concerns with providing jobs and industrial tax bases require a land base and need their 
cut of the land pie - residential and commercial land needs associated are obvious; 
Need for (to} inc. (include} protection of wildlife winter range and all of the other bird and wild 
animal habitats; 
Protection of all the land and water elements necessary for fisheries resource to survive and 
prosper; 
Transportation and utility corridors are essential if we chose to continue with our current life 
style; 
Extract our aggregate, mineral and hydro carbon resources; 
Increased concerns with protecting our community watersheds. 

on and on 

There is just not enough land to provide for all these needs and wants; if we continue to utilize our land 

and water resources in a haphazard, unplanned manner. The solving of resource conflicts and 

developing integrated mechanisms for planning use of resources is an extremely complex process. +ea 

ofteR iR the past the siRgle user s111iRgiRg the biggest stick politically or otherwise is the 1.\liRRer to the 

detrimeRt of ..... 

All of this (is} in an era when deregulation is popular. Public education in the planning choices facing 

society is critical. 

A personal comment on the environmentalist's role in this very necessary integration and resolving of 

conflicts - be cautious, be well prepared technically so as to avoid that image held by many that you are 

opposed to everything. It was natural in the past to react in an opposite direction - don't mine, don't log 

etc. and certainly great strides have been made in terms of increased public awareness of 
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environmental issues. However, I reiterated, you must be careful to avoid (an) image of opposing 

resource extraction or development for the sake of opposing alone. You must look at the other direction 

as well. Yes, but how so that environmental interests are best served. 

SLIDES 

Complexity of decision making 

Some of the things that are happening - more emphasis needed "Bush fire technique referral systems 

are mainly in place now" 
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Folio system and public involvement of integrated resource efforts on forest lands 

Settlement and community plans 

Land Management Br. Planning stats (crown lands) 

Community Watershed Planning 

ALR's 

Federal Fisheries Legislation 

Co-ordinated resource plans - ranchers and admin 

Fed- Prov. agreements re: Industrial Co-rd & Reg Com's 

ELUC and staff 

RRMC's - badly in need of co-ordination 

We are in a catch-up situation - in general we are going the right direction with regard to (our) 

methodology for resolving resource conflicts and n (natural) r (resource)(?) planning; but at a snail's 

pace. 

Let's hope it's not too late in some cases. 
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Out-Of-Towners If You Want To Make 
A Day And A Night Of It. 

The day's agenda ends at 5:15 p.m. 
approximately, however some people 
may want to socialize further. We 
have the church hall until later 
in the evening. People may want 

. .., 

Lower Mainland SPEC Branches will 
provide picnic lunches for those 
people coming long distances. This 
will be done on the buddy system. 
Just call SPEC Central or drop us a 
note and we will have a lower main
land SPEC member bring an extra 
"surprise picnic lunch" for you 
(and your family or friend). Let 
us know at the same time if you 
need a billet. 

to order in dinner or go out. We'll 
offer some possibilities and a con
sensus can decide. 

SPEC's Annual General Meeting is open to SPEC members, 
their friends and the general public. Please come and 
bring someone else. SPEC needs your ideas, enthusiasm 
and support. 

SPEC Central 
1603 W 4th Avenue 
Vancouver, B. C. 
V6J 1L8 

Mr. Gary Runka 
Chairman 
B.C. Agricultural Land Commission 
4333 Ledger Avenue 
Burnaby, B. c. 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 



10:00 a.m. 

10:20 a.m. 

10:40 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

12:00 a.m. 

agenda 
Welcome 

Financial Report - Del White 

SPEC Central Report - Cliff Stainsby 

President's Annual Report - Don Ellsay 

Election 

Guest Speaker: Gary Runka, Chairman 
B.C. Agricultural Land Commission 
"Resource Conflicts" 

Picnic Lunch at Garry Point Beach 
Walking Tour of the Fraser River Estuary/Delta 

Bring your own picnic lunch (a pair of rubbers too!) 
and enjoy it on the beach at Garry Point. This is 
a key location from which to view developments on 
the Fraser River Estuary/Delta - industry, housing, 
training walls. From Garry Point and Sturgeon Banks 
one can see thousands of acres of mudflats and inter
tidal marsh - essential waterfowl and fish habitat. 
After lunch, Cliff Stainsby, Executive Director of 
SPEC will lead a walking tour of the area pointing 
out conflicts between development and wildlife habitat. 

3:00 p.m. Workshops 

Spectrum - Nela Leja - What should the nature of 
SPEC's newsletter be? 

B.C. 's Energy Future - Martin Osberg - How can the 
residents of B.C. influence provincial energy policy? 

The Law and 2,4-D - West Coast Environmental Law 
Association - What rights do individuals have when 
pesticides and herbicides are to be used in their 
area? 

SPEC Branches - Julie Koehn - How do you form and 
maintain an interested, active SPEC Branch? 

4:00 p.m. Workshop Reports 

4:20 p.m. SPEC Branch and Committee Reports 

5:00 p.m. Closing Remarks, President 

SPEC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
SAT JUNE 3, 10a.m.-5p.m. 
Steveston Buddhist Church 
4360 Garry Street 
Steves ton 

North Shore 

Vancouver 

Richmond 

Transportation 

The church hall is easily accessible 
by bus. However, those people without 
transportation (or who are unsure of the 
way) should meet ·at SPEC Central' s office 

at 9:00 a.m. sharp. If you have any questions 
contact us. SPEC Central, 1603 W 4th Avenue, 
Vancouver, B. C. 736-5601. 








