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I am going to focus on "turning up and turning down the 

temperature on BC land use issues." 

I am an avid student of B.C. land use issues; having spent 

over 35 years as a public employee, consultant and private 

citizen working in agriculture, land use planning and resource 

management in every corner of the province. 

Like the geology, soils, climates of B.C.)and use issues are 

most often extremely complex and have a multitude of differing 

perspectives. There are issues that are traditionally emotional, 

controversial and often highly political. When it comes to 

resolution of land use issues, governments are doing both well 

and poorly - they alwa s have and always will. 
I -¼AP ft,,~f )vrvYtN- tJJL ,. ~~ - '~ 
~~ With the aid of background slides, I ant to take you through 5 

examples of contrasting issues in various parts of the province 

that illustrate the extreme complexity and approaches to turning 

down the heat on conflicts. 
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The examples: 

• An urban edge agriculture/industrial interface (Burnaby 

Business Park, Burnaby Big Bend - Lower Mainland) 

• Wilderness tourism and forestry interface 

(Charlotte Alplands - West Chilcotin) 

• Agriculture and waterfowl interface (Fraser River Delta) 

• Forestry/fish and wildlife habitaUmarine tourism planning 

complex (Mid-Coast) 

• Tourism/residential development and ranching interface 

(Kam loops) 
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You may wonder what, beyond the obvious habitat requirements, 

- smiling frogs have to do with land use issues? Well I submit to 

you that it provides a useful metaphor for a certain kind of human 

behaviour. 

The phenomenon is this. If you drop a frog in a pot of boiling 

water, it will of course frantically try to clamber out. But if you 

place it gently in a pot of tepid water and turn the heat on low, it 

will float there quite placidly. As the water gradually heats up, 

the frog will sink into a tranquil stupor, exactly like one of us in a 

hot bath, and before long, with a smile on its face, it will 

unresistingly allow itself to be boiled to death. 
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I submit}oo often/hat this is where we are at with land use in BC, 

that smiling complacency including governments, professions 

such as ours and the public at large. As I take you through these 

significant land use conflicts, I want you to think about that frog in 

the pot of water as we fiddle with the dial on the stove, constantly 

turning the heat up and sometimes turning it down, making 

choices and decisions that affect us all now and in the future. 

As we turn the heat up and down, we move away from and 

towards sustainability, away from and towards a conservation 

based economy. 

1. Burnaby Business Park (Burnaby Big Bend) 
- Lower Mainland 

I want to begin with a traditional agriculture/urban conflict with 

which most of us, as agrologists, are all too familiar. My role 

was as project facilitator, planner and agricultural consultant. 

• +225 acres of land within the ALR (high capability peatlands), 

but tight to the urban edge. Historic use for peat mining and 

some cranberries and blueberries. Not used for agriculture in 

the last 27 years. 

• Assembled for industrial purposes in the early 1970's. 

Changing ownership and changing proposals including 

industrial, shopping center, horse racetrack and golf course. 
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• Agricultural Land Commission and succeeding City of 

Burnaby Councils held the line with firm provincial policy and 

municipal official community plan, economic strategy and 

State of the Environment report commitments to long term 

agricultural use. 
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• Finally, in 1996, representatives of BBP, the Hong Kong 

developer/owner, retained us to work with the City of Burnaby 

and the Agricultural Land Commission to find a solution that 

everyone could live with. The outcome is an approved 

development plan currently being implemented which: 

■ retains 164 acres of high capability peatland ca1110ir,s in the 

ALR which has been purchased from the Hong Kong 

developer by a Fraser Valley farm family who, as we speak, 

are developing the land for cranberry production after the 

land not being use for the past 27 years while it was held in 

speculation anticipating a land use change. 

■ excludes +50 acres from the ALR (one half of which was 

degraded land which historically had solid waste deposited on 

it) for use as an industrial park 

■ an ALR exclusion was agreed to by the ALC on the condition 

that the owners consolidated 27 legal parcels and all existing 

'-4=> access roads into 2 farm parcels totalling/64 acres. This to 

avoid use of these smaller legal parcels for estate residential 



use in the future. The owner was obliged to provide an 

agricultural water supply system from the Fraser River 

suitable for cranberry production use. 
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■ a parkway buffer to be dedicated to the City of Burnaby along 

the interface between the industrial and agricultural uses. 

■ an area of degraded land (from an agricultural perspective) 

unsuitable for industrial use, a habitat restoration area is 

being dedicated to the City of Burnaby. 

With this compromise, the heat has been turned down on this 

agriculturally valuable piece of landscape and establishes urban 

edge agriculture in Burnaby Big Bend on a much firmer footing. 
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2. Charlotte-Alplands (West Chilcotin) 

Our task in this case was to carry out a forest recreation and 

wilderness tourism opportunities study for a sub-regional multi

stakeholder planning group in the mountainous area of the West 

Chilcotin. I had previously functioned as the mediator for the 

multi-stakeholder consensus derived resource management plan 

in the same area. 

• Intense land use conflict in the early 1990's in the Anahim sub

region (which includes the Charlotte-Alplands) and the Cariboo 

region in general. Conflict included timber harvesting, 

wilderness tourism, aboriginal use interests, ranching oriented 

agriculture, biodiversity preservation, trapping, mineral 

exploration, water production, rural residential, recreation, 

fisheries, transportation and community. 

• The provincial Commission on Resources and Environment of 

the early 1990's established a sub-regional multi-stakeholder 

pilot project called the Anahim Round Table (ART). The ART 

has survived changes in BC rural Crownland planning 

approaches and continues today to attempt at the local/sub

regional level to resolve natural resource use conflicts as close 

to home as possible. 
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The ART in their initial "consensus" derived report had 

identified the Charlotte-Alplands as a" special place" with 

deferred timber harvesting in the portion of the area which 

contains commercial forest. 

• Inevitably,• the timber harvesting deferral date drew near 

and timber tenure holders became anxious to access and 

harvest the relatively significant (in monetary value) timber 

resources. 

This unroaded scenically spectacular 90,000 hectare, 

dominantly alpine and subalpine area has a long history of 

recreation and wilderness tourism use. Key attributes which 

provide commercial wilderness tourism opportunities include: 

■ Unroaded remote wilderness environment of high scenic 

quality 

■ 75 lakes over 20 acres in size 

■ presence of native rainbow trout species (fly-in fishing) 

■ alpine vegetation and nature viewing 

■ diverse wildlife presence 

■ open alpine environment for hiking, mountaineering and 

horseback riding 

■ wide ranging biogeoclimatic characteristics 
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Key potential land and water use conflicts: 

■ air corridor visual quality (200 return flights per year to 

access wilderness tourism experience) [The viewscape 

within which air access is provided for wilderness 

commercial tourism is an essential component of most 

tourism products] 

■ access management (unroaded quality is part of the 

wilderness tourism marketing attraction) 

■ forest harvesting/retention of wilderness characteristics 

■ forest harvesting/retention and water based tourism 

recreation experience (16 quality native trout fishing lakes) 

■ limits of acceptable change (intensity of use) 

'f'J' • ART the multi-stakeholder group which includes provincial 

I government agencies is currently working with the 

recommendations and hopes to reach a consensus. 

With this depending on the next step, our frog could be better or 

worse off in terms of the "heat" from this exercise. 
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3. Fraser River Delta (Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust) 

A fascinating initiative with which I have had a long time 

association, first as a Director and Vice President of the Trust and 

this year, as part of a consulting team, carried out an evaluation of 

the DFWT Greenfields Project Cover Crop Program. 

• The Fraser delta has internationally significant wildlife habitat 

and is a major stopover for birds migrating on the Pacific 

Flyway with 1.5 million birds fftm 20 countries using this area 

annually. The estuary, along with the associated uplands 

(farmlands), supports some of the highest densities of 

waterfowl, shorebirds and raptors in North America. 

At the same time, a long frost free growing season and high 

capability alluvial soils make the delta one of the best 

agricultural areas in Canada, capable of producing a wide 

range of vegetables, berries and forage crops. 

Historically, agricultural and waterfowl uses coexisted, but 

more recently, clashes of values, conflicts and potential conflicts 

between these two very significant urban edge uses have 

increased rapidly and communications were severely impaired. 

Farmland and wildlife habitat share a common enemy - urban 

encroachment. 
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• Eventually, a group of forward looking individuals including local 

government politicians, concerned provincial and federal 

government agencies, local Delta farmers and conservationists 

came together to develop a more co-operative approach and 

formed the Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust which consists of 

3 Board members from the farming community, 3 from the 

conservation community and 2 at large members. 

• Conservation oriented programs such as grassland set 

asides, hedgerows, grass strip margins, 1PM and including the 

Greenfields cover crop program with which we have been 

more recently involved, provide incentives and opportunities 

for food producers to implement important crop rotation or soil 

conservation practices, while simultaneously providing 

valuable habitat for wildlife. 

• Of late however, after several years of relative success, 

communications between the two main beneficiaries (farming 

community representatives and conservationists) has 

disintegrated and local tensions have threatened the ability of 

volunteers to sustain success. 

Perhaps that slow increase in heat on the back burner has 

resulted in complacency that couldn't be afforded in this case. 
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4. Mid-Coast (Greenpeace and Western Forest Products) 

Since about the mid 1980's one of the hottest land use conflicts in 

the province has been forest harvesting versus the preservation 

of old growth and other forest attributes. Several months ago, I 

was asked by both Western Forest Products and Greenpeace to 

facilitate negotiations to seek a consensus that both parties could 

live with in terms of their respective interests. Some success -

some failure. 

• With the war in the woods Vancouver Island - Clayoquot 

Sound in the early 1990's, the heat was turned up virtually to 

the boiling point. 

• Government developed the Forest Practices Code, Protected 

Area Strategy to double the protected area from 6% to 12°/o 

and Land and Resource Management Planning process. 

• A Mid Coast Land and Coastal Resource Management Plan 

was established and environmental groups chose not to 

participate in the multi-stakeholder process. 

• Greenpeace was making initial contact with Western 

Forest Products European customers requesting they not 

purchase products originating from the BC coastal rainforest 

(Great Bear Rainforest). 
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Facilitated sessions to open communications channels, but do 

not reach any agreement on protecting each party's specific 

interests. 

Discussions on options for conservation and development 

within the Mid Coast area, land use status of intact valleys, 

silvicultural systems and harvesting practices and invitations 

for environmental group participation in the Mid Coast LRMP. 

Greenpeace takes protest action with European customers of 

WFP with market impact. The LCRMP is struggling. 

The temperature is hot and the dial will probably be turned up 

even further before resolution of the Mid Coast conflict, even 

with recent commitments from one forest company to reduce or 

eliminate clearcut harvesting methods. 
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5. Six Mile Ranch (Kamloops) 

I want to end as I began, with an agriculture - urban development 

conflict, only this time in a different bio-geoclimatic area of the 

province - the interior grasslands. My involvement in this fiasco is 

indirect and that of "Citizen Runka" and perhaps more specifically 

as a student of government stupidity. Although during my time at 

the ALC, I became all too familiar with these pots of boiling water. 

I did make a submission to the appointed Commissioner opposing 

the application to remove agricultural land from the ALR for the 

development of a residential/resort/ golf course complex. 

• The ALR under succeeding governments holding the line, with 

bumps along the way, on saving agricultural land supported 

by the more recent Growth Strategies Act and the Farm 

Practices Protection Act. 

• The Agricultural Land Commission refuses the application to 

remove the land from the ALR and offers a compromise that 

was too lenient in my opinion in allowing a modified project 

development which would have saved a significant component 

of agricultural land. 

• To pay a political debt (something about our community didn't 

get the Cancer Clinic and a neighbouring community did) the 

provincial government used a never used clause in the 
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Agricultural Land Commission Act introduced in 1991 when 

appeals of ALC decisions to cabinet with great fanfare were 

abolished by the same government. 

The government made a decision to allow the application; 

then appointed a Commissioner as the legislation said they 

must to consider the economic, environmental, social and 

would you believe agricultural merits of the application. You 

guessed it, the recommendation to Cabinet was that they 

should allow the application. 

As an agrologist, I am proud of BCIA's professional 

submissions and public presence during this threatening 

experience. 
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• Battles are never won; yet an unlikely coalition of Agrologists, 

farm community, environmentalists, regular citizens, labour 

and many other groups joined to fight and defend a common 

interest. 

• The implications of the provincial government decision are far 

reaching and will influence in the future the independence of the 

ALC to make rational decisions away from the direct influence of 

political pressure. It is my understanding that farmland values 

on the urban edge have climbed since the decision based on 

the psychology of expectation that my turn is next. 
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• I predict that such an urban development on adjacent ranches 

and farms will destroy the lifestyles and agricultural 

businesses of the people adjacent. 

The development project itself makes a mockery of the 

provincial Growth Strategies Act and its intent due to its 

distant location from the City of Kamloops. Short term 

economics and little else wins this one. 

The temperature is still slowly getting hotter and the once 

complacent frog will in the near future be boiling on this one. 

To recap, from my examples, I hope you ~ C land use 

issues are dynamic and multifaceted with constantly changing 

temperatures. Like other areas in Canada, struggles over land 

use and management are a common thread. The challenges 

are many and we cannot afford the complacent "smiling frogs". 
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I am going to focus on "turning up and turning down the temperature on BC land use issues." 

I am an avid student of B.C. land use issues; having spent over 35 years as a public employee, 
consultant and private citizen working in agriculture, land use planning and resource management 
in every comer of the province. 

Like the geology, soils, climates of B.C. land use issues are most often extremely complex and 
have a multitude of differing perspectives. There are issues that are traditionally emotional, 
controversial and often highly political. When it comes to resolution of land use issues, 
governments are doing both well and poorly - they always have and always will. 

With the aid of background slides, I want to take you through 5 examples of contrasting issues in 
various parts of the province that illustrate the extreme complexity and approaches to turning down 
the heat on conflicts. 

The examples: 

• An urban edge agriculture/industrial interface (Burnaby Business Park, Burnaby Big Bend -
Lower Mainland) 

• Wilderness tourism and forestry interface (Charlotte Alplands - West Chilcotin) 

• Agriculture and waterfowl interface (Fraser River Delta) 

• Forestry/fish and wildlife habitat/marine tourism planning complex (Mid-Coast) 

• Tourism/residential development and ranching interface (Kamloops) 

You may wonder what, beyond the obvious habitat requirements, - smiling frogs have to do with land 
use issues? Well I submit to you that it provides a useful metaphor for a certain kind of human 
behaviour. 

The phenomenon is this. If you drop a frog in a pot of boiling water, it will of course frantically try to 
clamber out. But if you place it gently in a pot of tepid water and tum the heat on low, it will float 
there quite placidly. As the water gradually heats up, the frog will sink into a tranquil stupor, exactly 
like one of us in a hot bath, and before long, with a smile on its face, it will unresistingly allow itself 
to be boiled to death. 

I submit too often that this is where we are at with land use in BC, that smiling complacency including 
governments, professions such as ours and the public at large. As I take you through these 
significant land use conflicts, I want you to think about that frog in the pot of water as we fiddle with 
the dial on the stove, constantly turning the heat up and sometimes turning it down, making choices 
and decisions that affect us all now and in the future. 

As we tum the heat up and down, we move away from and towards sustainability, away from and 
towards a conservation based economy. 
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1. Burnaby Business Park (Burnaby Big Bend) - Lower Mainland 

I want to begin with a traditional agriculture/urban conflict with which most of us, as agrologists, are 
all too familiar. My role was as project facilitator, planner and agricultural consultant. 

• ±225 acres of land within the ALR (high capability peatlands), but tight to the urban edge. 
Historic use for peat mining and some cranberries and blueberries. Not used for agriculture in 
the last 27 years. 

• Assembled for industrial purposes in the early 1970's. Changing ownership and changing 
proposals including industrial, shopping center, horse racetrack and golf course. 

• Agricultural Land Commission and succeeding City of Burnaby Councils held the line with firm 
provincial policy and municipal official community plan, economic strategy and State of the 
Environment report commitments to long term agricultural use. 

• Finally, in 1996, representatives of BBP, the Hong Kong developer/owner, retained us to work 
with the City of Burnaby and the Agricultural Land Commission to find a solution that everyone 
could live with. The outcome is an approved development plan currently being implemented 
which: 

• retains 164 acres of high capability peatland remains in the ALR which has been purchased 
from the Hong Kong developer by a Fraser Valley farm family who, as we speak, are 
developing the land for cranberry production after the land not being use for the past 27 
years while it was held in speculation anticipating a land use change. 

• excludes ±50 acres from the ALR (one half of which was degraded land which historically had 
solid waste deposited on it) for use as an industrial park 

• an ALR exclusion was agreed to by the ALC on the condition that the owners consolidated 27 
legal parcels and all existing access roads into 2 farm parcels totalling 64 acres. This to avoid 
use of these smaller legal parcels for estate residential use in the future. The owner was 
obliged to provide an agricultural water supply system from the Fraser River suitable for 
cranberry production use. 

• a parkway buffer to be dedicated to the City of Burnaby along the interface between the 
industrial and agricultural uses. 

• an area of degraded land (from an agricultural perspective) unsuitable for industrial use, a 
habitat restoration area is being dedicated to the City of Burnaby. 

With this compromise, the heat has been turned down on this agriculturally valuable piece of 
landscape and establishes urban edge agriculture in Burnaby Big Bend on a much firmer footing . 
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2. Charlotte-Alplands (West Chilcotin) 

Our task in this case was to carry out a forest recreation and wilderness tourism opportunities study 
for a sub-regional multi-stakeholder planning group in the mountainous area of the West Chilcotin. I 
had previously functioned as the mediator for the multi-stakeholder consensus derived resource 
management plan in the same area. 

• Intense land use conflict in the early 1990's in the Anahim sub-region (which includes the 
Charlotte-Alplands) and the Cariboo region in general. Conflict included timber harvesting, 
wilderness tourism, aboriginal use interests, ranching oriented agriculture, biodiversity 
preservation, trapping, mineral exploration, water production, rural residential, recreation, fisheries, 
transportation and community. 

• The provincial Commission on Resources and Environment of the early 1990's established a sub
regional multi-stakeholder pilot project called the Anahim Round Table (ART). The ART has 
survived changes in BC rural Crownland planning approaches and continues today to attempt at 
the local/sub-regional level to resolve natural resource use conflicts as close to home as possible. 

The ART in their initial "consensus" derived report had identified the Charlotte-Alplands as a" 
special place" with deferred timber harvesting in the portion of the area which contains 
commercial forest. 

• Inevitably, as the timber harvesting deferral date drew near and timber tenure holders became 
anxious to access and harvest the relatively significant (in monetary value) timber resources. 

This unroaded scenically spectacular 90,000 hectare, dominantly alpine and subalpine area has a 
long history of recreation and wilderness tourism use. Key attributes which provide commercial 
wilderness tourism opportunities include: 

■ Unroaded remote wilderness environment of high scenic quality 

■ 75 lakes over 20 acres in size 

■ presence of native rainbow trout species (fly-in fishing) 

■ alpine vegetation and nature viewing 

■ diverse wildlife presence 

■ open alpine environment for hiking, mountaineering and horseback riding 

■ wide ranging biogeoclimatic characteristics 

Key potential land and water use conflicts: 

■ air corridor visual quality (200 return flights per year to access wilderness tourism 
experience) [The viewscape within which air access is provided for wilderness commercial 
tourism is an essential component of most tourism products] 

■ access management (unroaded quality is part of the wilderness tourism marketing attraction) 

■ forest harvesting/retention of wilderness characteristics 

■ forest harvesting/retention and water based tourism recreation experience 
(16 quality native trout fishing lakes) 

■ limits of acceptable change (intensity of use) 

• ART the multi-stakeholder group which includes provincial government agencies is currently 
working with the recommendations and hopes to reach a consensus. 

With this depending on the next step, our frog could be better or worse off in terms of the "heat" from 
this exercise. 



3. Fraser River Delta (Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust) 

A fascinating initiative with which I have had a long time association, first as a Director and Vice 
President of the Trust and this year, as part of a consulting team, carried out an evaluation of the 
DFWT Greenfields Project Cover Crop Program. 
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• The Fraser delta has internationally significant wildlife habitat and is a major stopover for birds 
migrating on the Pacific Flyway with 1.5 million birds form 20 countries using this area annually. 
The estuary, along with the associated uplands (farmlands), supports some of the highest 
densities of waterfowl, shorebirds and raptors in North America. 

At the same time, a long frost free growing season and high capability alluvial soils make the 
delta one of the best agricultural areas in Canada, capable of producing a wide range of 
vegetables, berries and forage crops. 

Historically, agricultural and waterfowl uses coexisted, but more recently, clashes of values, 
conflicts and potential conflicts between these two very significant urban edge uses have increased 
rapidly and communications were severely impaired. 

Farmland and wildlife habitat share a common enemy- urban encroachment. 

• Eventually, a group of forward looking individuals including local government politicians, concerned 
provincial and federal government agencies, local Delta farmers and conservationists came 
together to develop a more co-operative approach and formed the Delta Farmland and Wildlife 
Trust which consists of 3 Board members from the farming community, 3 from the conservation 
community and 2 at large members. 

• Conservation oriented programs such as grassland set asides, hedgerows, grass strip margins, 
1PM and including the Greenfields cover crop program with which we have been more recently 
involved, provide incentives and opportunities for food producers to implement important crop 
rotation or soil conservation practices, while simultaneously providing valuable habitat for 
wildlife. 

• Of late however, after several years of relative success, communications between the two main 
beneficiaries (farming community representatives and conservationists) has disintegrated and 
local tensions have threatened the ability of volunteers to sustain success. 

Perhaps that slow increase in heat on the back burner has resulted in complacency that couldn't be 
afforded in this case. 
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4. Mid-Coast (Greenpeace and Western Forest Products) 

Since about the mid 1980's one of the hottest land use conflicts in the province has been forest 
harvesting versus the preservation of old growth and other forest attributes. Several months ago, I 
was asked by both Western Forest Products and Greenpeace to facilitate negotiations to seek a 
consensus that both parties could live with in terms of their respective interests. Some success -
some failure. 

• With the war in the woods Vancouver Island - Clayoquot Sound in the early 1990's, the heat 
was turned up virtually to the boiling point. 

• Government developed the Forest Practices Code, Protected Area Strategy to double the 
protected area from 6% to 12% and Land and Resource Management Planning process. 

• A Mid Coast Land and Coastal Resource Management Plan was established and 
environmental groups chose not to participate in the multi-stakeholder process. 

• Greenpeace was making initial contact with Western Forest Products European customers 
requesting they not purchase products originating from the BC coastal rainforest (Great Bear 
Rainforest). 

• Facilitated sessions to open communications channels, but do not reach any agreement on 
protecting each party's specific interests. 

Discussions on options for conservation and development within the Mid Coast area, land use 
status of intact valleys, silvicultural systems and harvesting practices and invitations for 
environmental group participation in the Mid Coast LRMP. 

• Greenpeace takes protest action with European customers of WFP with market impact. The 
LCRMP is struggling. 

The temperature is hot and the dial will probably be turned up even further before resolution of the 
Mid Coast conflict, even with recent commitments from one forest company to reduce or eliminate 
clearcut harvesting methods. 
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5. Six Mile Ranch (Kamloops) 

I want to end as I began, with an agriculture - urban development conflict, only this time in a different 
bio-geoclimatic area of the province - the interior grasslands. My involvement in this fiasco is indirect 
and that of "Citizen Runka" and perhaps more specifically as a student of government stupidity. 
Although during my time at the ALC, I became all too familiar with these pots of boiling water. 

I did make a submission to the appointed Commissioner opposing the application to remove 
agricultural land from the ALR for the development of a residential/resort/ golf course complex. 

• The ALR under succeeding governments holding the line, with bumps along the way, on saving 
agricultural land supported by the more recent Growth Strategies Act and the Farm Practices 
Protection Act. 

• The Agricultural Land Commission refuses the application to remove the land from the ALR and 
offers a compromise that was too lenient in my opinion in allowing a modified project development 
which would have saved a significant component of agricultural land. 

• To pay a political debt (something about our community didn't get the Cancer Clinic and a 
neighbouring community did) the provincial government used a never used clause in the 
Agricultural Land Commission Act introduced in 1991 when appeals of ALC decisions to cabinet 
with great fanfare were abolished by the same government. 

The government made a decision to allow the application; then appointed a Commissioner as 
the legislation said they must to consider the economic, environ-mental , social and would you 
believe agricultural merits of the application . You guessed it, the recommendation to Cabinet 
was that they should allow the application . 

As an agrologist, I am proud of BCIA's professional submissions and public presence during 
this threatening experience. 

• Battles are never won; yet an unlikely coalition of Agrologists , farm community, 
environmentalists, regular citizens, labour and many other groups joined to fight and defend a 
common interest. 

• The implications of the provincial government decision are far reaching and will influence in the 
future the independence of the ALC to make rational decisions away from the direct influence of 
political pressure. It is my understanding that farmland values on the urban edge have climbed 
since the decision based on the psychology of expectation that my turn is next. 

• I predict that such an urban development on adjacent ranches and farms will destroy the 
lifestyles and agricultural businesses of the people adjacent. 

The development project itself makes a mockery of the provincial Growth Strategies Act and its 
intent due to its distant location from the City of Kamloops. Short term economics and little else 
wins this one. 

The temperature is still slowly getting hotter and the once complacent frog will in the near future be 
boiling on this one. 

To recap, from my examples, I hope you can see BC land use issues are dynamic and multifaceted 
with constantly changing temperatures. Like other areas in Canada, struggles over land use and 
management are a common thread. The challenges are many and we cannot afford the 
complacent "smiling frogs". 


