Interview Check List
Interviewer: ~ ......... s. S"tc..1~~J,a.
Interviewee: 1-\li a.. o-J. C. <e..v-.
Task
Consent Form
Thank-you Letter
Interview Summary
Interview Tapes Copied

\-le>-o~
Date Requested

Date Received

v
/
~
~

Transcript

~

Proofed Transcript

v' .:ll'-1 ~ / oroo

Maps
Pictures

Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project
University of Northern British Columbia
3333 University Way
Prince George, B.C.
V2N4Z9
Glen and Myra Hooker
General Deli very
Dome Creek, B.C.
VOJ lHO

August 16, 2000

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hooker:
We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with James for your
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do
not hesitate to contact us:
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography

(250) 960-5826
(250) 960-6684
(250) 960-6637
(250) 960-5856

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical
Geography Project. Your help is always greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Aileen Espiritu,
Assistant Professor, History

CONSENT FORM
The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along
the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest
industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations
affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities.
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Mailing Address of Participant
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Date: _ _ _

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the proje~t at any time
and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my
participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information.

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio,
video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g.
maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes:

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project
2. Project Reports
3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s)

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other
scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival
d e p ~ ~ d upon by the researcher(s) and me.

Signature of Participant

Date

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided
for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be
made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of
the project.

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the
appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me.

Signature of Participant

Date

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above.

Signature(s) of Researchers

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg
Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on
interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted
here). My name is -S-c,.....,.,e:$~U.l'~ame of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be
reached through the above professor.

2

I

Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project
University of Northern British Columbia
3333 University Way
Prince George, B.C.
V2N 4Z9
Glen and Myra Hooker
General Delivery
Dome Creek, B.C.
VOJ lHO

July 11, 2000

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hooker:
It was a pleasure discussing the history of Dome Creek with you. Thank-you for taking
the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser
Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project,
as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was particularly
interesting to hear about your contributions to your community, such as building the
community hall. It was also interesting to hear about Myra's experience as a female
hunting guide.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers:
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator

(250) 960-5856
(250) 960-5826
(250) 960-6684
(250) 960-6637
(250) 960-5320

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

Aileen Espiritu,
Assistant Professor, History

James Squissato
Project Interviewer

Interview #26

Myra and Glen Hooker

June 16, 2000

Glen: ... Jim Holme.
James: Jim Holme?
Glen: Jim Humphreys.
James: Oh yeah, I interviewed them.
Glen: Well he worked for me his first job.
James: Oh he worked for you?
Glen: Yeah, at the sawmill.
James: No kidding? That was his first job was out here working in the
sawmill?
Glen: Well at Penny.
James: Your sawmill?
Glen: Yeah.
James: And when did the mill in Penny start?
Glen: Oh, I sawed there for a couple of years on private timber and I sawed across
the river along here, sawed down by the river and I sawed more this way across
the track. I've had a lot of mills in my day but the last one's going on the 6th. Sold
it to a guy in Edmonton.
James: Your last mill?
Myra: Yeah.
James: Just this 61h up here?
Myra: Yeah, we sold it to him a couple of years ago. He's coming to get it on the
6th.
James: Of July?
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Myra: Yup.
James: And was it a portable mill?

Myra: Steel mill.
Glen: Well not the way I'd classify [inaudible]. It was all on timbers ...
Myra: Steel carriage.
Glen: It wasn't on wheels where you could move it. He had to tear it all down and
move it.
James: Right.

Myra: Okay, ask your questions.
James: These are things I like to know. Everything and anything. Well I
guess the best thing would be when did your family move here?

Glen: Come here?
James: yeah.

Glen: My family come in 1912. And they shipped to the end of the railroad which
was at Dome Creek. They was just building that bridge across the Fraser there.
And they settled, homesteaded there. And then Dad, the next year, went looking
for more land. He went to Purden Lake. You know where that is?
James: By the provincial park?

Glen: Yeah. He homesteaded a place there. He worked in Dawson Creek and filed
out a place there the same year where the town of Dawson Creek is now, the
townsite. And then he come back and lived at Dome.
James: And when did he move back to Dome?

Glen: Well he didn't go there, he just went and filed them with the government he would move on it ... but he lived at Dome all the time.
James: The whole time?

Glen: Yeah.
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James: And that's the first ... he came there in 1912. That was the first place?
Glen: Yeah.
Myra: That was in '11 wasn't it?
Glen: 1912, but he was a railroad engineer on the Great Northern Railway in the
Dakota's. He worked 6 months there and come and stay 6 months to clear up the
land there. He finally quit the railroad. So it was quite a ... you know, I was the
first one of the second family .... No I wasn't. Ed was. Ed was born here.
Lawrence and Lewis were born in the States.
James: Your Dad moved up from the States?
Glen: Yeah, he moved in 1912. They come in the boxcar with a cow and a calf
and everything and then set right where he crossed the tracks. There was a spur
there where there were loading scows to go on down the Fraser, you know where
you come by the hall in the school?
James: yeah, just up the [inaudible??] Creek?
Glen: The track goes in ... like the ties there. That was a long "y". It would bring
the passenger trains in to Dome Creek and then they'd back them down there and
tum them around and then go back. And the first winter they were here, there was
6000 people living in Dome Creek.
James: 6000? In 1912?
Glen: Yeah. They had just finished building that bridge. They were building it to
the end of the scows run, freighting on the Fraser, and there were all these guys
waiting for their homesteads to come in.
James: They were waiting to get land?
Glen: Yeah, they had a homestead filed on their property and next year when the
railroad went through, Dad went to Prince George on the first train and they were
off the track 13 times between Dome and Prince George.
James: No kidding?
Glen: It was that rough a track. Boxcars would fall off, jump off. And then they
had to answer a roll call for a month. Every morning they had to be there in line to
file on this land because if they weren't, somebody else could file on it. They
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stayed in tents and we went and filed ... made their appearance every day to get
the land they all wanted. They all had different quarters picked out.
James: And was this all along the East Line?

Glen: Yeah, all the way along. This whole thing ... Well that's [reference to
microphone falling over] a good deal. This whole thing was all taken up at one
time.
Myra: There used to be a lot of people here. We had two schools.
James: Do you want me to shut it off for a second and get that?

Myra: That's okay. And we had about ... at one time we had about 60 ... I think we
bought presents for 68 kids for the Christmas concert here.
James: Was this is in Kidd or in Dome Creek?

Myra: In Dome Creek.
James: And what year was that around?

Myra: It would be in the 50s and the 60s.
Glen: 60s.
James: So there was 2 schools in Dome Creek then?

Myra: Yeah, 2 teachers. Well there's still 2 rooms here but there was two teachers.
James: Oh, two teachers.

Myra: The schools used to be separated and then they joined them together.
James: Why were the schools separate?

Myra: Well they were just 2 schools that they brought in and then they
modernized them and put a bathroom in the middle.
James: Right. I got ya.

Myra: Joined them together.
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James: Do you have an idea ... remember when these schools started?
Myra: First school started here in ... his brother ...
Glen: First school started in Dome .. .
Myra: ... was what is the hall now.

James: Oh, the community hall?
Myra: Yeah.
Glen: Dad built that.

James: Your Dad built that?
Glen: Yeah. And Lawrence is ... my brother, oldest brother is ...
Myra: 87.
Glen: 88, 89. He's IO years older than I am. He'll be 90. And he started school
there, him and my older sister.
Myra: They were the first two .... they started, they were two of the first students.
We had a picture at our reunion here, was kind of neat picture of his brother and
the two little kindergartens that were starting school that year.

James: And that was you and your sister?
Glen: No.
Myra: Him and his sister were the first two that started school.
Glen: My brother and my older sister were the first that was in the first school but
they took in quite an area. It took in the pupils from clear up here. And they lived
across the river, they had to walk the railroad bridge to get to school and they got
there and they weren't ready to open the school and so the first thing they did,
they ate their lunch. And they cut a trail and burned all the timber, cut a walkway
through to the school but they didn't do that. They took a short cut through the
burned timber with their good clothes on. Oh man, we stayed in the [inaudible??].
Great school. And actually I went to school at Bends, just across the river. They
had a sawmill there. It was burned in '42.
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Glen: The school did?
Glen: The sawmill, the hall, the school, the post office, the store.
Myra: The town and everything.
Glen: 20 families lost their homes.
Myra: Yeah, my brother was ... [inaudible]
Glen: So that was the end of the sawmill in there.
Myra: He and his wife were there.

James: In 1942?
Glen: Yeah.

James: When did you start going to school there?
Glen: Well I started, I was 5/6 .... 6 I guess, in 1948, '49.
Myra: It's got to be 71 years ago.
Glen: I went to school in Bend. See, we'd started a school down there because it
was too far for him to .... See there's a lot of people in here and during the dirty
30s there was a lot of people, a lot of bachelors.
Myra: There used to be a school up at 48 here.
Glen: Up here a little way. But they had ... we never did have a school here in
Kidd.

James: They never did?
Glen: No. It was just a section man lived there.
Myra: Oh there was farmers and families
Glen: He farmed with his brother.
Myra: There was lots of kids here but they walked to the Dome School.
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James: And how far was it about?
Myra: Oh about 5 miles, I guess.
Glen: 5 miles. A lot of kids walked 6 or 7 miles to school when I was a kid.
Myra: They would walk that every morning and night. My kids went to Dome
School from here.

James: Did they?
Myra: Yeah, yeah. We finally got ... we used to drive them and then we got them a
little 3 wheel jigger and they used to drive that to school and back.
Glen: It was quite a struggle to get your education this part of the country.
Myra: And then they had to go to highschool in McBride. Then the two oldest
ones, we bought a house in there. My mother stayed with them. And then after she
passed away, the younger ones, I drove them morning and night to the bus at
Crescent Spur.

James: What year was this around?
Myra: Let's see, well Glen Lance is what? 38 now.
Glen: I think so.
Myra: It would be about 30 years ago. No, it'd be about 25 years ago.
Glen: 20 right, because he was going to high school.
Myra: Yeah, they were going to highschool.
Glen: I know I was burning 2000 gallons of fuel a month between the sawmill and
taking kids to school.

James: Wow! So a long ways if they wanted to go to highschool?
Glen: Oh, well we had to take them there and dump them off and then go pick
them up at night, and then take the other young ones to Dome ...
Myra: Dome Creek, and then I hauled the neighbours kids to Dome Creek. We
used to start out about quarter to six, quarter to seven in the morning, driving and I
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would get done driving about 9:00. I'd go down and work all day in the mill and
then I would start about 4:00 and then going and picking up kids again.
James: Just busy the whole time. What grade did the schools go to here in
Dome Creek?

Myra: They taught Grade 8 down here.
Glen: I wrote my entrance exam down here in that school and Dad built it. See,
about 1913 or '14 ...
Myra: I thought they all wrote ... it's all in that book.
Glen: Yeah.
Myra: The pictures in the book. I'll go get the book.
James: Okay, that sounds good.

Glen: You can shut that off for awhile if you want.
James: Would you mind if I kept on talking to you?

Glen: You can. That's all right just as long as you ain't getting too much stuff
that's no good to you.
James: You know what, everything is good. I think everything counts to tell
the truth sir.

Glen: Well before I finished school, I was 13 years old, I was running a boat on
weekends, driving logs from Crescent Spur to Bend. And my older brother,
seven years older than I was, drowned at Penny driving logs. We just got the write
up in the paper the other day from the Citizen that they found his body.
James: Oh they did?

Glen: Eddy, he drowned the last day of August and they didn't find it until the
next spring after the ice went out.
James: How long ago was this?

Glen: In 1936.
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James: 1936, wow! So how far was it from Crescent Spur to Bend?
Glen: To drive logs?
James: Yeah.
Glen: By the river it would be about 35 miles. We'd start at daylight and work 2
days and we'd head the driving to the top of the bend. Then we had to open the
boom to let the others go through to Sinclair Mills and the all the other mills
down below.
Myra: There's two of the original settlers in Dome Creek. The Gleason brothers.
Glen: That one there is my godfather.
James: Which one?
Glen: The one in the back, Chris Gleason. They were coming out of the north
country here, north of here with their fur in the spring.
Myra: They lost their food and everything, they burned their lean-to down and
they had their feet wrapped in gunny sacks and their hands ...
Glen: Scurvy and everything else ...
James: No kidding?
Glen: ... the spring yeah.
James: After crossing through the ...
Glen: Well they lived in there all winter see. They'd come out in the spring there's 3 of them - and they had 3 dugouts, canoes they called them, dugouts out
of a cotton wood log and they would load them with groceries and their supplies
for a year and then it would take them a month to go up to Tarpley River and Pass
Creek, into Pass Lake and go into the far end. And then they had to drag their
canoes, as they called them, 300 yards on poles, put them in the creek and went
down and into the McGregor and that's where they trapped.
James: Really eh?
Glen: Yeah.
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James: That's some rough water too on the McGregor I would think eh?
Glen: Well there's the one time they couldn't go through it down below where
they trapped.
James: Where's this book from here you have?
Myra: We done this for ... when we had our centennial here. Some of the things in
it are not quite right but most of it is. These are the kids, the school kids. We've
got one in there. These are our grandkids in here.
James: Right now we're looking at a book that Mrs. Hooker and Mr. Hooker
have from you said the centennial?
Glen: yeah.
James: What year was that in?
Myra: Let's see, it was ...
Glen: My oldest brother was here for that.
Myra: It gives you a history of ...
James: Your oldest brother was here for that?
Myra: Here's the school in here for 1918. Here's Hooker, Lawrence, Hooker,
Ruth. 1928.
James: Quite the country then.
Myra: This was 1918. And this is what the store down here used to look like. Well
that looked like that when I came.
Glen: My Dad built that big one too.
James: Really? In Dome Creek?
Glen: Yeah, he worked as a ...
Myra: This is the year of the flood that crossed the river.
Glen: ... carpenter here when he was laid off on the railroad. He worked as a
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carpenter and on grain elevators and stuff, when there'd be a slack time and before
he got enough seniority to hold a steady job.
James: Seniority on the railway?

Glen: Great Northern Railway yeah.
Myra: There's Glen's family. There's his Dad and there's his Mom. There's him.
James: Do you know where I could get a copy of a book like this?

Myra: I don't know. Here we are in the 40s now. Here they all are when they were
into the army. There's you. Who else was there, Glen? There's Bud Hale.
Glen: Bud Hale.
Myra: Stan Hale, and Kenny and Glen.
Glen: This is my older brother.
James: So your Dad built a lot of the buildings around here then?

Glen: A lot of them.
Myra: Here's the Rocky Mountain Rangers. There's his youngest brother there.
James: What are Rocky Mountain Rangers?

Glen: When they formed this ... a lot of these old trappers, they made little shelves
out of them, you'd call it now, in case the J aps invaded by parachute to attack.
Dad was a sergeant. All them old bushwackers, they gave him a pretty bad time.
They were used to sleeping out with no blankets or nothing, nothing ever bothered
them.
James: Right, tough old guys then.

Myra: Here's somebody logging out at Slim Creek. And this is when they had the
mill over across the creek here. There's Johnny Broderick.
James: When you said the town in Bend burned down in 1942, did they ever
build it back up again?

Glen: No, they couldn't get no machinery. The war was on so the guy that owned
Interview #26

Myra and Glen Hooker

June 16, 2000

11

it brought the mill down in Penny and took the logs ... he didn't lose his logs. He
lost everything else ... and drove them to Penny and sawed the logs there.
Myra: So here's Glen Lance, that was in 1968 and '69. He was in Grade 1 so it
was 8 years later that I drove him to school, so that would be in the 70s. And
here's the church here.

James: How many kids did you have?
Myra: 5.

James: And they all went to ...
Myra: This school down here.
Glen: ... here's the truck unloading the load of lumber for the mill I had here in
Dome. He'd back up and jam on the brakes and let them roll off.

James: No kidding? Look at that eh. The front wheels are right off the
ground.
Glen: Oh yeah. You always had to be careful when you come down you didn't
break your neck.

James: Or the axel?
Myra: Here's when we had our Canada day, the centennial, Canada's ... 1967. I
made that cake and here's the beards that they grew. I had to judge those beards.
This was our teacher here, called Nancy. Here's Marcia.

James: She was the grade school teacher?
Myra: Grade school teacher. Here's Jimmy Moore. He was the post-master.
That's Alan Howe. They had the store. They still live here. And there's Heller
Hirecka. He's the guy that ... he worked for the section when Glen sold the
business.

James: So the Howe's still live here?
Myra: Yup.

James: Alan Howe?
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Myra: Yeah, they just ... they came about ...

James: So if I wanted to contact them they'd be in Dome Creek?
Myra: Yeah, they ...
Glen: They're away in Wyoming or somewhere.
Mrya: There's our youngest son there. There's Howard Humphreys, and there
should be a couple of more. That's our daughter-in-law. She was a teacher.

James: She was a teacher ...
Myra: Yeah, she taught here for a few years. A couple of years.
Glen: Our youngest son is in the army in Edmonton.

James: Oh, okay.
Myra: There's our mill. That's [inaudible??] and that's our daughter.

James: And what year was that around?
Myra: '83-84. We had it going about 14 years. I guess we started about '70.

James: Did your Dad own a mill ever?
Glen: No, he guided and trapped.

James: He guided and trapped?
Glen: Well I've still got the trap that ...
Myra: Here it gives you a little history.

James: You still do?
Glen: Mother was the first guide in BC.
Myra: I was the first woman guide in BC. I was the first woman fire-fighter in BC.
I got a cheque, I didn't know whether to frame it or what to do with it. See, it says
here, Glen Hooker also owned a portable mill on his property at the end of
Hooker Road and Kidd. [inaudible??] produced it. The Hooker mill was shipped
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out of Prince George except the railway ties that were loaded in Dome Creek. His
only big seller was [??] scaffolding planking for 2 x 9, 13. Most of the scaffold
plank was sent to Fort Wayne, Indiana. Glen ran the mill until 1983, ran out of
timber and he was getting ...

James: When did the mill start?
Glen: Oh damn if I know. I've got ...
Myra: We had it about 14/15 years.
Glen: Well we got started ...
Myra: Well the Hookers, they'd give swimming lessons in their pool. See, we had
a swimming pool out here and the swimming instructor used to stay here with us.
[inaudible??] a lesson and she'd .... There it is. And then she ...

James: Oh wow, you did have a pool.
Myra: And then she would teach the kids swimming lessons so they got the same
swimming lessons as they did in Prince.

James: So you were born here in 1922 in Dome Creek?
Glen: August the 2ot11.

James: August the 20th?
Glen: 20th.

James: 1922.
Glen: We're living 3 miles from where I was born.

James: Right now?
Glen: Yeah.

James: Which way ...
Glen: When you go out over the railroad track, you went down and crossed the
bridge. Our property was just across the river, when you crossed the track.
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Myra: His birth certificate says Dome Creek.
James: No kidding.

Myra: Here's our granddaughter, Jennifer Hooker. That was in '85-86. This is
going out ... where we had a lean-to. This is our granddaughter and this is some
friends of ours.
James: Do you know what the population of Dome Creek was around 1922.

Glen: It was up and down and up and down. It fluctuated a lot. The pole camp
started up and they ...
James: What's a pole camp?

Glen: Cutting cedar poles for telegraph, and they'd have 60-70 men and then go
broke. It was never too stable. During the depression there was a lot of people ... a
lot of young fellows shacked up here. They'd build a cabin or get an old cabin and
with that $8 they got from the government, they could get by without starving to
death - shoot a moose and raise some potatoes.
James: So the population was never too steady then?

Glen: No, it fluctuated. One time there was 3 mills in Dome here, not too long
ago, running day and night. I was running one of them and there was 2 other ones.
James: Did you own the mill?

Glen: Yeah.
Myra: There used to be a mill up across the highway now but there was no
highway then, and then there was the mill down in Dome here. There used to be ...
I'd say 250 people here. Now there's lucky if you can scrounge up 50.
James: So the peak was around 250?

Myra: Oh, it went up and down over the years. See here's 1992 and '93 and
there's two of our grandkids in there. There's Stephanie and there's Jennifer. This
one just got married.
James: Oh did she? Were you born here Mrs ....

Myra: Oh no, no. I was born in Alberta.
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James: Where abouts?
Myra: Jarvey, northern Alberta. And then I was raised in southern BC, in Creston
Valley.

James: Down in the Kootenays there?
Myra: Yeah.

James: Nice country.
Myra: It is nice country. My Dad was a Northwest Mounted Police.

James: Your Dad was?
Myra: Yup. I have pictures of him in his uniform, Northwest Mounted Police, on
his horse. They had horses in them days.

James: What brought you up here?
Myra: My brother had come north so I came north. I came up ... I think it was
about '47. I came to visit him in Penny and stayed, never left. Well I left here ... I
lived up the Alaska Highway, worked for the army for awhile, but ...

James: What brought you up?
Myra: My brother. Come up to see him and got married and stayed here.

James: Met each other and ...
Myra: No, I met him later.
Glen: I was the second ... first time around for both of us.
Myra: So I met him over 50 years ago.
Glen: Let's see, her brother married the girl that I sat behind in school and we got
married when they were working in Bend. They were there when the mill burnt.
Myra: They lived at Bend when the mill burnt down and then they went to Penny,
and I came up to Penny to visit him and I worked in Prince George. I had been
working in Cranbrook before then. And I got bucked off a horse and broke my leg,
broke my ankle, so I was out of a job for awhile so I decided to come north and try
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it.
James: And stayed?

Myra: Stayed. And I've been here more or less ever since.
James: And when did you twQ get married?

Myra: It's been pret-near 40 years. That's too long to look at one man. [laughter
here]
James: I betcha he doesn't feel the same way?

Glen: We've had quite a life together, done a lot of things.
Myra: Done everything we wanted to do. Run the rivers, we went north with the
forestry, we've had quite a life.
James: Would you mind if I went, I guess, chronologically, what either one of
you did for occupation ...

Glen: Well I worked at everything, jack of all trades and a master of none.
Myra: I owned that place down at Dome where the post office is and where you
seen that field out there with that blue tarp kind of thing.
Glen: That blue tarp is gone. I was there this morning. It's gone.
James: I came through early.

Glen: Oh this side is ... you went around to Humphreys and then you came back
and you start up the road and you come to the first fields on the right ...
James: Oh okay, no ...

Myra: There's a thing in the middle of the field there, they put that in memory of
their little boy that died. But that was my place down there. I had that. I had that
whole thing. It was all one then. Then I sold it in two pieces.
James: So you bought it yourself?

Myra: Yeah, I built a house there and lived there and ...
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James: As a single woman?
Myra: Yeah, and then I came up here.

James: That doesn't happen a lot?
Myra: No we ... no, Glen and I lived there too.

James: When did you build that home there?
Glen: How old is Glen Lance? About 3 or 4 years before that.
Myra: No, Steve had his 4 year old birthday after I came to Dome here so it was a
couple of years after that. He was 4 after I came to Dome, so it's been about 45
years ago, I guess. Something like that.

James: And what were you doing to build a [inaudible??] like that?
Myra: Oh my Dad left me a little money and I had chickens and I had .... And I
made a deal with the old people that lived there. I paid them so much a month for
the property and I paid it off. And I had geese and I had cows and I had
everything. And then Glen and I got together and we ...
Glen: More cows and more kids.
Myra: Raised gardens and sold cream. We did everything. And then we started the
sawmill and we ...
Glen: Milked cows and sold cream.

James: You started the sawmill what year?
Myra: We started the mill long before we moved up here.

James: And what year was that around?
Myra: Lord, I don't know. I can't remember dates.
Glen: Okay, I'll tell you when we started this mill up here was when the road
highway went through. I worked on the highway.

James: In '69 there?
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Glen: Yeah, and then I got on to public works and I wanted to work just winters.
No, they said they wanted me around. Well I worked there and the first year they
didn't have to plow the road. Oh, it was such a deal, you couldn't do nothing. You
had to get a hold of Prince George before you could even cut the chains off on
your ....
Myra: He'd come home and I'd say "Gee, you quit or I'm going to quit for you",
so he quit and we went sawmilling.

James: And that's when that mill started?
Myra: That's when we started this mill.

James: So 1970, I guess?
Myra: Well whenever the highway ... it was just a gravel road then. That's when
they first put it through.
Glen: The first lumber we sawed we shipped by boxcar out of here. It was too
tough to haul it.
Myra: Yeah, you couldn't haul it out.

James: You guy's have got a lot of information here. I might have to come
back and do another one, if you don't mind.
Myra: And then we got the guiding territory. The Game Commissioner was my
brother's brother-in-law for Prince George area.

James: Oh the guiding territory was ... what year was that around?
Glen: That was a long time ago too.
Myra: That was about 35 years ... that was about 40 years ago, 38 years ago or
something like that.

James: In the early 50s then? Sorry, early 60s.
Myra: Yeah. And then we bought the trapline out there and after we retired we
spend a couple of years out on the ... we spent 3 years actually out on the trap line
in a nice little cabin. The two of us had a great time.

James: After you retired? When did you ...
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Glen: '65.
James: 65 before you started ...

Glen: Well '67. I worked for a couple of years for ...
James: And this is after guiding and trapping?

Myra: Yeah.
Glen: Well I still guided for a little while after.
Myra: Yeah, we still trapped afterwards.
James: So you were the first woman guide in BC?

Myra: Well no, in the Prince George area. There was one other woman, she's an
Indian woman out at Bum's Lake I think. They thought there was. They weren't
sure. But I was the first one in this area. I was the first woman firefighter. They
first woman they ever wrote a cheque to. We had a fire out back here. Most of the
crew are women now.
James: So write a cheque you mean ...

Myra: Yeah, they had to pay me to put the fire out. Stopped the fire and put it out
and they had to pay me for it.
Glen: Came out and payed for the cat, power saw and everything.
Myra: First woman they'd ever wrote a cheque out to. There might have been
some in other areas but not here. Now half the crew are women.
James: Yeah, there's quite a few.

Myra: My granddaughter, she's with the fire department in McBride.
James: So have you ever the left the area?

Myra: Oh yeah. We spent ... we've travelled a lot.
Glen: We went to Europe one time.
Myra: Been all over and we went ... spent one summer up with the forestry up at
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Telegraph Creek and around.
Glen: We went to Alaska since we retired.
Myra: And we spend our winters in Arizona. And we have a trapper that traps our
trapline now as well.
James: So you still have the trapline?
Myra: Oh yeah.
James: What are you trapping?
Myra: We don't trap anything now. We have a trapper that does it. We let him
trap.
Glen: The first year we trapped we got 136 marten in about 2 Y2 months, and they
were going for over $100 a piece then.
James: What did you do before that?
Glen: Well I sawed in other people's mills. I had my own mills. I monkey
wrenched for my brother, logged.
Myra: We had cattle here too. We raised cattle.
Glen: We had cattle and I'd run drag line breaking logs, drove bulldozer.
James: So you had mills before the one that you started up in ...
Glen: Oh yeah. We started just after I came back from overseas, my brother and
brother-in-law, and then that went by the wayside and things got tough and we
started another little mill here in Dome, ran it for a couple of years.
James: Where was the first one you had after the war?
Glen: Well we had it at Bend and we put on a raft and took it to Penny.
James: Because there's no river. Down river, sorry.
Glen: Float it down and ran it there. And then we sold it and we got the other
running at Dome and we got rid of that, and then got this one up here. Well we
had a borrowed one for awhile so then that .... And I contracted one mill for
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awhile.

James: What year was that around?
Myra: We fenced for the CN too.

James: When did you fence ...
Myra: I got the contract fence for the CN. We fenced for it down here ... we done
it a couple of different times, we fenced for it.

James: What does fence mean?
Glen: Put the fencing in, that fence along ...

James: Oh, to keep the snow off.
Myra: No to keep the cattle from getting on the track.
Glen: They're free range eh.
Myra: And we cut ties for the CN. We've done everything.

James: Free range cattle out here.
Glen: Yeah we had about 80 head.
Myra: We put ours across the river.

James: Now when did you have 80 head.
Glen: Right when we were fencing logs.
Myra: Well we sold them after we retired.

James: And when you retired the first time?
Myra: Well we retired when he was 65. We retired but we kept some of the cattle
and we got rid of some of them. We kept some but our daughter-in-law used to
have to keep track of them in the winter so I told Glen we either get rid of the
cattle or we'd have to stay home in the winters. So we got rid of the cattle.

James: Was that on this piece of property then?
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Myra: Yeah.
Glen: Or here and Dome.
James: When you lived right in ... or closer to Dome, did you have many
neighbours close by, like was it a closely populated place?
Myra: Down there you would have driven by it.
Glen: First opening is on the right.
Myra: All them places used ... there used to be quite a few people in Dome. We
used to have quite a community here until the road went through, the highway.
James: So the highway changed things?
Myra: Considerably.
James: Why do you think that happened?
Myra: Well people went to town ... you made your own entertainment here and
everything. We used to have plays and we'd have variety shows. It's still one of
the few places where they have a Christmas concert and Santa Claus comes.
James: I was just told that.
Glen: I used to auctioneer the baskets off for women who had a basket.
Myra: We'd have a basket supper...
Glen: Supper for to raise money.
Myra: ... raise money for the Christmas ...
Glen: Got as high as $137 bucks for one basket.
James: So how does this work, how do the baskets work?
Myra: Well you made a supper and took it to the ... and decorated it all up in a
basket and the guys bid on them.
James: On the basket?
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Myra: Yeah.
James: And you used to auction off the baskets.

Myra: Well they all went from ... none of them went for less than $50 bucks I
don't think.
James: Did you do the auctioneering for those things?

Glen: There was some young fellow, a couple of young fellows bidding for a girls
basket.
Myra: It used to be a real fun community. There was a lot went on.
Glen: We used to have a lot of fun.
James: Did the young men and the young women ever get together?

Myra: Oh yeah.
James: Any marriages come out of that?

Myra: I don't know.
Glen: Mostly married women there though.
Myra: No, it was ... we had a lot of fun. There used to be a lot of sports days ...
used to be a bid deal. Anything that went on here, everybody supported it. Like the
Christmas concert, it didn't matter whether they had kids in school or not,
everybody went. It was a big deal.
James: All these things happened pretty much up until the highway came
through?

Myra: Well the Christmas concerts and stuff are still on.
Glen: It's still going.
Myra: But the community ... like you go to town and do your shopping, you go to
town and do this and that and the other thing, and it's just not the same anymore.
Mind you it was much more convenient and cheaper.
James: You had a grocery store here?
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Myra: For quite awhile there was a little store down there.
Glen: After the highway went through they had to close out because they couldn't
compete.
Myra: Yeah, you couldn't compete with the prices in town.
Glen: Everything would come in by train.
Myra: We had a coffee shop and a store down Dome for awhile.
James: What year was that around?

Myra: Oh just when the mill's here. They shut it down after the mills all went out.
James: And that was around mid 60s when the mills went out?

Glen: Yeah, about that.
Myra: I don't know, I started it because I wanted to buy a place in McBride so I
kept it going until I paid for my place in McBride and then I shut er down.
James: Oh, so you lived in McBride for awhile?

Myra: No, I just had a house there that my mother stayed in and sent my two
oldest ones to highschool. There was a lot more people then here too. Since the
mills have all gone away, there's not many.
Glen: Once the big mills came in, they took all the timber so there's no more
small mills.
James: Not as much work then I guess, eh.

Myra: No, and the community has died. There's very few families here anymore.
James: Do you see it picking up anyway at all?

Myra: Not unless some light industry of some kind comes in.
Glen: Either that or the world gets dryer and they need vegetables and stuff
because you can't get no price for them here. One fellow up here at Crescent
Spur, he planted potatoes, bought the seed, planted, fertilized them, grow them,
wash them, haul them to Prince and Safeway gave him 2 cents a pound for them.
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And they dumped them in the bin and got 6 cents a pound. He did all the work.
James: When was that around?

Glen: Oh this was only 15-20 years ago.
Myra: Oh, longer than that. We've been going south every winter for 13 years.
Glen: Oh, I guess it is.
Myra: Time flies.
James: So there was 3 or 4 mills in the Dome Creek area for awhile?

Myra: Yeah, there was, yeah.
James: Now, what about a hotel or a pub or ...

Myra: There used to be right up the railroad, after you crossed the railroad track,
on the left hand side there was ... they called it the Gang Pig. They had a ... she
had kind of a restaurant. She fed the crews, I think, didn't she?
Glen: Sawmill crews. When the highway was going through, she fed them.
Myra: And she had some [inaudible]
Glen: The clearing crews, clearing the highway.
James: Do you know how long that was up and running for?

Glen: Oh, about 4 or 5 years.
Myra: She had some rooms there. You could rent a room.
James: Was there a church?

Myra: Yeah, there was a Catholic Church.
Glen: Catholic Church built down at the end and then they ...
Myra: It's still sitting there.
Glen: All denominations used the school.
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Myra: Yeah, we used to have Sunday School here. We'd have it in the school.

James: So all the different denominations would use the school for their
worship and ...
Myra: Yeah, just for Sunday Schools and the church ... they had church here, I
think what? About once a month or something?
Glen: Yeah.
Myra: A priest would come down.
Glen: Priest come from Giscome. You know where that is?

James: Yup. I know where that is. They'd come all the way down?
Glen: They'd come here on the train, say mass. My Dad had worked at Giscome
for awhile on the railroad. They had to haul their logs.
Myra: They lived over across the Giscome flats on what they called the Sinclair
Place. That was in 1949?
Glen: I don't know. That was before my time.
Myra: '49 I guess. And they lived right at the railroad track at Newlands. There
used to be three houses at Newlands there, right on the track.

James: I've gone through there a couple of times.
Myra: Right on the edge of the track. I don't think the houses are even there
anymore, and I lived in one of them for awhile. Then I bought a place at Aleza
Lake and I Ii ved there.

James: And this is all before ...
Glen: Before we were together.
Myra: We knew one another but that was it.

James: Was this when you were with your first husband?
Myra: Yeah.
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James: And why were you moving from place to place then?
Myra: Following the work.
James: Really?
Myra: I had a coffee shop at Aleza Lake too.
James: When you were following the work was it ... so not all communities
were up and running at once and booming?
Myra: Oh yeah, yeah, but there was ... if somebody didn't like the job, they'd quit
and go on to the next place. There was always work.
James: No worry about work.
Myra: No, not like now.
James: When did things like the unions come in and whatnot? Or did they
come in?
Glen: The which?
Myra: Unions.
Glen: Oh they started after the war.
Myra: Yeah, there in Penny. There was a union at Penny.
Glen: Yeah, well they started after the war. See, they couldn't get men during the
war so a lot of these mills built big bunkhouses and made them kind of modem a
bit. And the union tried to ... said now that it was the unions that got them but it
wasn't. It was to get the men to come and stay because the war was on and after
you give your 30 days notice, you could go to another job. You was froze on the
job but not for too long. That's when they improved the living standard.
Myra: They had a big strike. That was ...
Glen: That was when I ... 1950, '49 or '50.
James: In Penny?
Myra: No, the whole area. 1WA strike.
Interview #26

Myra and Glen Hooker

June 16, 2000

28

James: And the small mills as well too? Little private mills?

Myra: No, it didn't affect them except ...
Glen: They couldn't ship lumber. Summer time there was a strike when I had a
sawmill and I was stuck for shipping my lumber because there's a strike in the
woods. The CN wouldn't haul the lumber out, honouring the strike.
Myra: During the one .... That was later then that though Glen. That was in '5 ...
Glen: Well I went south because I was in Los Angeles in '50 because I bought that
car, '51 Mercury in Los Angeles. My brother was there and he had a plumbing
business and I went in partners with him, 3 Y2 years.
Myra: That was about '50 ... just a minute, I'm trying to think. When was that last
strike?
Glen: I don't know when the last strike was.
Myra: Because I handed out all the ... I worked for ... I handed out all the strike
pay and everything and I had the coffee shop there in Aleza Lake and I handed out
all the strike pay to all the guys who were on strike in that whole area.
James: So do you think the unions changed things much?

Myra: Some yeah.
Glen: If you was a good man in the olden days, you got more pay.
Myra: Well the thing of it was ... any of the smaller outfits were paying more than
union wages.
Glen: Oh yeah, before ... they were all contracting, making twice union wages,
them guys in those gypo mills.
James: So why would a guy want to go work for a union then?

Glen: Well the big mills.
Myra: Bigger mills, the unions got in.
Glen: Had them on a fixed wage. But the little mill, like the guy that started a mill,
and he'd give the sawyer so much a thousand for every thousand board feet he cut.
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Guy would pile it so much. Them guys were making money sticking out their
ears. They were just pouring the lumber out of them mills. They worked like dogs
but they made lots of money.
James: Others drank it away.

Glen: Oh yeah. That Prince George used to be the damnest place for drunks you
ever seen. Oh loggers. Most of them were pretty good. They didn't steal or
anything, and then they'd go back to the bush and work like hell for another 4
months or so and get another grub stake and go blow it.
Myra: They'd go in and they'd buy a plaid shirt, a pair of new Carrs pants and a
pair of Perry Paris boots ...
Glen: Cork boots.
Myra: And they'd get dressed up and that's the way they'd come strutting down
the street and they were so polite. They would tip their hat to you.
James: Where were this men from usually?

Glen: The logging camps.
Myra: The logging camps all up and down the line.
James: Now were they from ...

Glen: Well a lot of them come from Mirimichi ...
Myra: The maritimes a lot of them.
Glen: Yeah, loggers from the maritimes. A lot of farmers came out from the
prairies, yeah, and worked in the bush.
Myra: But most of these were old bachelors. I liked them all. They were nice old
guys. They were always so polite when they met you. You don't get that
nowadays.
James: I hope I did all right.

Glen: No, people are different today.
Myra: Yeah, I used to get such a kick out ...
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Glen: They wouldn't say anything to you probably but they would ...
Myra: They always called you Mrs, tipped their hat to you and they all wore hats
and I used to get such a kick. They'd go to town, they'd buy a new plaid ... they
always had a new plaid shirt and a new pair of wool Carr's pants, and these Perry
Paris boots, and they'd be just a strutting down the street and they'd have the
stupid thing stagged off halfway to their knees. They were so polite. Years ago
you never worried about walking .... I would wander the streets in Prince George
any time of the day or night. Boy I wouldn't do it now. Things have changed.

James: For the y~ars at Dome Creek was there...
[end of side one]
James: I was just ...
Glen: The trains would stop and pick anybody up.

James: That was sick?
Glen: Yeah.
Myra: Yeah, you'd flag the train down. I went in one time on the caboose.
Glen: And later on they started to pick you up in a float plane.
Myra: Or they'd take you ... or a speeder would take you in.
Glen: Gas speeder.

James: If someone was having a baby or something like that?
Myra: Lots of babies were born ...
Glen: Well you had them in the caboose.
Myra: There's been quite a few babies born here in Dome. His mother used to
deliver babies.
Glen: I was born in Dome.
Myra: All his kids were.
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Glen: All of us kids were born in Dome.
James: Now were any of your kids born in ...
Myra: No. I always made it to town. Mind you that might interest you. I was the
first woman that went over Highway 16 to McBride to have a baby. We went
through logging roads and here and there and all over, and Prince with this fellow
that worked up at Nantz's mill, and he had a car and then I think in those days,
that was when my youngest daughter was born, Glenda Rose. And I think there
must have been ... there might have been a half a dozen cars in McBride and he
went out that night. We were all at the hotel there, he went out and hit someone
head on in the main street of McBride, if you can figure that one out. So
everybody's car's in the garage, and a week later I had the biggest baby that had
ever been born in the McBride hospital.
James: How many pounds?
Myra: She was pret-near 12 pounds.
James: Wow!
Myra: And the matron was a friend of ours and she went and looked up the
records and she was the biggest baby that had been born up until that time in the
McBride hospital. And then a week later, she was the first baby to travel over
Highway 16 home again .
James: What was that? 197...
Glen: They were working on the highway about 4 or 5 years more before it was
completed.
Myra: She's got something to tell her grandkids one day.
James: That's for sure, yeah. So did the highway provide a lot of work there
for awhile, for quite a few years?
Glen: Oh yeah . I worked day and night on it because I thought .. . I didn't want to
follow construction. I would have followed because I belonged to the union. I
could have followed construction but I didn't want to leave here. We had the farm
and the cattle and stuff. So I worked the Easter weekend, time and a half and
double time. And I got ... I made $200 and some dollars in 2 days. And the
government took another $300 and some dollars off for taxes.
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Myra: You made more than that for 2 days.
Glen: Yeah, I guess. I don't know. They took over ... way over half of it anyway.
James: So before the highway came through, if you needed groceries or tools
or clothing...

Glen: You ordered them out of Prince. They'd come out on the freight. You could
get groceries or anything, on the freight or buy them here.
James: So there was a store in town?

Glen: Yeah. A lot of it was shipped in. My Dad always brought ...
Myra: There was 2 old guys here, they started the store down in Dome. The
Gleason's.
James: And Humphreys owned it for awhile?

Myra: Humphreys got it for a little while, yeah. He had it for a little while, and I
think Jimmy Moore had it for a little while didn't he?
Glen: He never had it. No, he run it for this ... this one died that had the store.
When the two of them couldn't make it in the store so the one went to Powell
River and worked in the pulp mill there and then he went north to the Yukon. And
the other old fellow stayed here and ran the store, post office and then when
Jimmy Moore came back from overseas, he got him in there to run the post office.
Myra: The old guy that took this picture is the one that owned this place here.
Like there was nothing here. He lived down on the river. He had a shack down on
the river. And we cleared all this. There was nothing here.
Glen: Timber. It was all in timber. That's why we sawed so long.
James: Where did most people work? Was it the mills or was the farm ...

Myra: The mills and ...
Glen: A lot of them were ... 4 or 5 farmers, they didn't work out. They farmed.
James: So there's a lot of farms in this community?

Myra: Yeah, there was. There used to be. Now there isn't.
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Glen: See, they sold their vegetables and stuff to the logging camps.
Myra: In the early days, and they sold cream. Like I sold cream.
Glen: We shipped cream to Prince George for a long time. We still get a letter
once in awhile from the Department of Agriculture wondering where our cream
cans are or something. You know how the government is.
Myra: And we had sheep for a little while but the neighbours dogs killed them and
then they ... you sent your wool and you got a government deal on the wool and
we still get letters once in awhile about that too.

James: So you've pretty much farmed the whole time right through?
Myra: oh yeah.
Glen: When the farm didn't work out, she worked like a dog on the farm while I
was working out.
Myra: No, we always had a farm.

James: And always worked with the mill then too?
Myra: Yeah.

James: So you pretty much ...
Myra: and guided and trapped. We were busy.

James: So to survive out here you had to be ... jack of ... or joe of all trades.
Glen: I was very seldom out of work because .. .
Myra: We did more than survive. We had a pretty good life.

James: I was going to say, you've got a nice piece of property here and
certainly a nice home too.
Glen: We did a lot of things. We went a lot of places and did things.
Myra: We did a lot of travelling. We always travelled a lot too. Seen a lot.

James: Just hop in the car and drive or fly ...
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Myra: We flew and we drove.
Glen: Worked on a moving picture.
James: Worked on a moving picture where?
Glen: Here.
Myra: When they did the Overlanders, they filmed most of it around here.
Glen: Did you ever see that show the Overlanders? The people that went down the
Fraser River to Barkerville during the gold rush.
James: No, I never saw that.
Glen: That's [inaudible?]
Myra: We built the last farm down here and they filmed a good portion of it right
down here on our place.
James: When did they film it?
Myra: Oh, I'd have to go dig that out too. I have all these dates.
James: An idea round about. ..
Myra: It was about ...
Glen: Well Lance wasn't very old because he chopped his foot when we went
north that summer.
Myra: Well I'll tell you, Clinton ... Clinton is 30 now and he was 4 years old when
they done that.
Glen: So if you ever see that show you'll see my name on the bottom of it.
Myra: It would be about 25 years ago.
Glen: Technical advisor.
James: There you go!
Glen: I built the rafts and looked after the riverboats and stuff, went down through
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the Grand Canyon on the Fraser with them.
James: You said 25 years ago?
Myra: Yeah, I think about 25 years ago, yeah.
James: And you used to go through the Grand Canyon on the rafts?
Myra: Yeah, well they made the rafts so ... it was the story of the Overlanders that
were supposed to have come down the Fraser. I don't know whether any of them
made it or ...
Glen: Yeah, they did.
Myra: And the raft... supposedly ...
Glen: Broke up in the Grand Canyon and drowned .. A couple of them.
Myra: And there was some of them were on the banks, stayed there and the rest of
them made it to Barkerville.
James: Do you know what years that was?
Myra: When that originally happened?
James: Yeah.
Myra: That would be during the gold rush in Barkerville.
Glen: 1898 or something was the gold rush in Barkerville.
James: See I heard a story just a little while ago from someone else that they
said their Dad had come through the Grand Canyon there and there was a
crew of men on a raft in front of them, and it broke up at Green's ...
Glen: Green's Rock.
James: Green's Rock and a bunch of them perished. They said a bunch of
them died. He figured it was around in the early 1900s.
Glen: Well my Dad went ... after he went to Prince George and got filed on his
homestead, he come back and Arorick I think was the guy's name, had a big gas
boat, freighting from Tete Jeune down to Nome and along here. He had these two
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cedar scows built, light ones. He could push them back up to Tete Jeune and get a
load and come down. And then when the railroad went through, they had no more
use for him, so he got Dad to go with him. Dad was a flatlander, never seen a
good drink of water. But he had a lot of faith in Dad and they went down and took
this gas boat and one of these big cedar scows headed for Fort George then. It
wasn't Prince George yet. They walked down and looked at the canyon and there
was Joe McNeil and his canyon rats were there and they'd take the scows through
for so many dollars a piece.
James: You called them Canyon Rats?

Glen: Yeah. And what they would do, if a person didn't pay for them to pilot it
through, they'd get on the canyon walls and holler at the guys on the sweeps, "pull
right, pull left", get them all mixed up and they'd loose their scow and swamp it.
One guy rode through on a bale of hay. Another guy on a tarp, trap some air under
it and he made it through on top of that tarp. But my Dad and Arorick went down
and they went down and looked and he said "where would you go if you were
going through?" He said "I'd stay right where it seems to come together, there
right on the Crown". Missed Green's Rock because Green's Rock had a whirlpool
behind it. It would take a 60 foot log down into it, and spin them around and then
once you'd start to fill, you know, and then they'll make a boil, they'd come out of
there just like arrows and you had to stay the hell out of that or you were in bad
trouble.
James: Someone told me they blew up Green's Rock?

Glen: Yup. Mueller drilled i and blew it. Ray Mueller blew it out .... First few
times I went through it, it was still there.
Myra: It was still there when I came here.
James: Did you go through it as well?

Myra: Yeah. I'd been through the canyon but the rock was gone when I went
through.
James: And even now the canyon's still pretty rough, isn't it?

Glen: It depends on the water.
Myra: We've been in way worse than that.
Glen: Well, it's pretty rough. Real high water, the lower canyon is rougher than a
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son of a gun and real low water, the top canyon is bad because of the rocks.
Because Ray hadn't broke them rocks up in there.
Myra: Had them tied with string so it'd fall apart.
Glen: So they'd break. Tied the wagon on with store string so it will topple off
when they could get a picture of it. All the finnagling to build a movie, you never
see the deal til the end of the [inaudible??].
James: I guess at the high point in Dome Creek, how many mills were
running at once?
Glen: 3 of them were running day and night.
James: And do you know the names of them?
Glen: Nantz Lumber, Hooker Brothers, and Red Rock.
James: That was you and your brother?
Glen: Yeah for awhile.
Myra: Him mainly.
James: And Red Rock?
Glen: Yeah.
James: How many people would they have employed at once?
Myra: Red Rock employed about ... must have had about 20 people. There was
about 1-2-3-4-5 families.
Glen: I sawed in Red Rock for about a year and a half.
Myra: There was about 5 families lived right down there on the mill site. Those
houses are all gone.
James: And the mill site's ...
Glen: Then the logging crew was on top of that.
Myra: A child blew out the timber now. It was right across the track there.

Interview #26

Myra and Glen Hooker

June 16, 2000

38

Glen: Just as you come down, make that track tum ... to go to the track coming in.

James: Okay, yeah.
Glen: That was the mill site.
Myra: That was all a field. It was in there and there was houses all along the edge.

James: And how many people did your mill employ?
Glen: We only had 4 or 5.

James: And the Nantz mill?
Glen: He had about 30 men.
Myra: It was a bigger outfit.
Glen: They had a gang saw and everything in there. Families.
Myra: There were families lived up there.
Glen: And lived in Dome. There was a lot of houses, they were tom down now in
Dome.

James: So most people, to work did they do like farm and work for the mills
and farm?
Glen: Well most logging and mill workers never did. Just worked in the mill.
Myra: Well they just came to work in the mill.

James: And they were mostly just single men?
Myra: No, there were families.
Glen: No, a lot of them was families.

James: So where would they all stay then?
Myra: They'd just build all the way around that field there, those houses. Yeah,
there used to be a lot of houses in Dome and they've all fell in there. The house
that I built burnt. I got feeling sorry for a hippy family and let them move in there
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and they didn't even get moved in and they burned er down.
Glen: Poured gasoline in the cookstove, when they were moving in.
Myra: Yeah, there was a lot of places.
James: How many houses would you say at the time?
Glen: They were scattered all over.
Myra: They were scattered all over the place.
Glen: Some of them were on quarter sections that were homesteaded years ago.
Some people lived in houses. People that owned them to start with had passed
away.
Myra: There were 6 down at Nantz's mill, wasn't there?
Glen: Up at the mill.
Myra: Not at Nantz's mill, at Red Rock.
Glen: Yeah, 6 big houses and shacks for single guys.
Myra: 7. I didn't count the La Fave's house.
James: So there were shacks for like bunkhouses for single men?
Glen: They built a little 8 x 12 shack.
Myra: Most of the people built themselves. Got the lumber from the mill, built the
house.
James: Oh, they would built them themselves? Did they have to buy the
lumber?
Glen: Oh, the people that built the houses yeah. Well some of them furnished their
lumber to keep them there. Some of the men, give them lumber. If the were good
men they would give them the lumber, the cull lumber, stuff they couldn't sell but
it would make a house.
Myra: And there's a lot like Brodericks, they lived here then. Now their kids are ...
their folks are gone and the kids they just come back for holidays. They've kept
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the place but ...
Glen: Like Jim, he built that place where they're living and he left for years and
then came back.
Myra: A lot of them were like that.
James: Now did any of the mills actually own houses or .. .

Myra: Yeah, they owned the plate houses and when the mill ... like Nantz and Red
Rock both, when they went, the places went.
James: When did the mill shut down?

Myra: Well they shut down when Northwood took over.
Glen: It was when the highway went through.
James: When was that around?

Glen: When they completed the highway.
James: Oh when they cleared the 16. So just around '70?

Glen: Yeah, I guess that's when it was.
James: So Northwood was buying stuff around '68 or '69?

Myra: Well yeah, Northwood bought up everything.
Glen: Bought the timber, bought the mills, bought the timber rights.
Myra: They never closed the mills down.
James: They didn't even bother trying to start another mill up?

Myra: Oh no.
Glen: No, they didn't want to. They just wanted the timber.
Myra: To ship to Prince.
Glen: Get the timber rights.
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James: Obviously they still needed loggers then?
Glen: Oh yeah, there were logging camps all over. We shipped logs off of this
place. We shipped some here just a couple of years ago. The bugs killed a whole
bunch of timber.
Myra: We'd left the ranch right at the top of the hill here to kill the bugs. So we
shipped about 12 loads out.
James: You've got some fairly old ... is that cedar? A couple of old cedars out
there?
Glen: Yeah.
James: Is that spruce or Douglas Fir there?
Myra: There's a couple of fir down the hill but most of them are spruce.
Glen: And one time we had cedar and spruce and birch and balsam and fir and
hemlock right in here.
Myra: See a tree blew over last winter and ...
Glen: and cottonwood.
Myra: ... and they had to cut it out when we come home.
James: That's right, because we're in that cedar hemlock forest now aren't
we?
Glen: Yeah.
James: When the town ... when Northwood take over, did many of the
loggers live in town or try and stay in town?
Myra: Well most of them, like the mill workers were all gone ...
Glen: Logging contractors I suppose.
Myra: Some of them did.
Glen: I worked out of here for Northwood ...
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Myra: ... and our son he logged for awhile.
James: Did you work as a logger for Northwood?
Glen: No, driving Cats for a subcontractor.
James: driving cats?
Myra: For a friend of ours.
James: And your son logged out of here for awhile?
Myra: Yeah, he had his own cat and stuff. And our other son in McBride, he's a
big logging contractor.
James: You never had to worry about trying to find work at one time and
just ...
Myra: We always had too much work.
James: Really?
Myra: We went from daylight til dark for years.
Glen: The guy I worked for quite a few years, he come up here one evening - I'd
met him once with Jim Humphreys in Prince George. They were kind of partners
... partners on the loader. And he come up here one evening, fall of the year, and I
had a generator started out on the tailgate of the truck cold trying to get it to work.
He come up and said "I suppose your busy?". Well I said "I'm always busy but
what I can I do for you?" "Well", he said "I've got a Cat up there in the bush and I
didn't like the operator I put on it the last time so I've got to have an operator. I've
been running it 7 days a week myself and I can't get to town to do any of my
business". He said, "I talked to this guy and he said to come and see pops, he
called you, to run the cat". "Well okay". He said, "can you go up tomorrow ... be
there tomorrow evening and you stay in the bunkhouse, bed number, room so and
so. Had this other fellow who told me about you. He'll show you where the cat is
and everything. You ride with him from the camp out to the bush. So I worked
that one shift. And he got me for 2 days of weekends and then the next summer he
hired me to start working for him, and next winter .... In the summer he come to
me and he said "if I buy you a truck and furnish it with gas so you can go home
when you want, will you drive my cat all winter?"
Myra: We didn't want to work out.
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James: When was this around?

Myra: About the time he retired or just before or after.
Glen: Oh about 5 or 6 years before I retired I guess.
Myra: He [name inaudible] just to help him out.
James: In the early 80s around about?

Glen: Yeah. Well he said you can work all the hours you want, 7 days a week. So
I did for a couple of years.
James: Wow! 7 days a week.

Glen: Well if I wanted the weekend off I could take it but...
James: You kept busy.

Glen: Yeah I kept busy. Come home and work on the light plant all night and then
go back.
Myra: I tell you, people used to think we were crazy but we always said we'd
rather have the power come in as the highway. That made all the difference in the
world when we got that power in here.
James: When did the power come in?

Myra: I don't know. I got it in here. I was president of the Ptarmigan Creek
Power Association.
Glen: Association.
Myra: Got it in here.
Glen: Million and a half dollar project.
Myra: 3 'h million dollar project.
James: And you were president of the Ptarmigin ... ?

Myra: Creek Power Association. That's where I got all these papers in here. For
6 years I fought with them until we got it.
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James: Any idea around when it would be? Probably if I ask one more year
question I think you're going to strangle me.

Myra: I've got all the papers in here. Maybe when you come back and you're
doing a project on your own that's strictly a local project, I might let you look at
those papers. Like some of them ... like we put in ... for grants to start with, and
every farmer had to give a complete detail ... everybody in the country had to give
a complete detail of their place, what they had, how many animals they had, how
many acres and the whole bit, and it was to be strictly confidential. And then
afterwards I said "we'll we've got all this history". I've got it all put away in there,
it's just in the office. And I said "it's a shame to destroy this. Does anybody mind
ifljust keep it?" And then some time in the future if there's some highschool kid
that wants to do a history of the area for a project or something, they would have
it. What I've been thinking about is taking it all in and putting it in the library in
McBride. Apparently they've got a historical section in there.
James: You'd think they would be interested. I'm certainly interested in the
farming in the area. I find it amazing that people could carve out a living out
here.

Myra: I'll go through it again. A lot of the people have died since then and I'll go
through it again and if there's anything I think needs to be taken out, I'll take it
out and then maybe I'll just take it all in to McBride because it's a shame ...
James: Hopefully they'll take good care of it.

Myra: I would imagine. Although I don't know ... I wish when that centennial
year... my son, my oldest son did a centennial project, and he went around and he
interviewed, on tape, old Jack Chernesky, you know, the old fellow that took that
picture, the Jensen's - and I mean they're dead. All gone. They were the first ...
Glen: The first ... Jensen was here before the railroad even, he was a meat hunter
for the railroads.
Myra: And he did get a tape on his mother and interviewed her, the whole tape.
And we can't find those tapes. And those people are all dead. I don't know what's
became of them. The school says they don't know but I don't know. But it's such
a big chunk of the history of this area because he took it right through a time that
they left the States, most of them ...
Glen: Or Denmark.
Myra: Denmark and came here right here, right up until the present time and it
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was all the early, early...
Glen: The Jensen's were Jameses.
Myra: It was the early, early, early history of .... Those people could tell ...
Glen: One Jensen was trapping here at Dome and hunting meat for the railroad.
James: Do you mean just so the guys could eat that were building the
railroad?
Glen: Yeah. They had professional hunters hunting meat for the men working on
the railroad. And his younger brother, they decided ... they come out to Minnesota
and they went back to Denmark. His Dad took them back when they were kids
And then the two brothers come out to Minnesota again and Ernest come up here
because they were building this railroad and they were crying for men for different
things, and the other brother stayed in Minnesota for awhile and then he come out.
They got as far as McBride and he run out of money so he went to work on the
roundhouse. They were building the road house right on the ... for the
locomotives.
James: Was that in McBride?
Glen: Yeah. And a spool of reinforcement wire come down and broke his leg, so
he got word to his brother here at Dome and his brother was so damn broke, he
was an awful guy to drink and raise hell. He quit. He drunk so bad he quit
drinking, never took a drink the rest of his life. And the third brother, he come out
and he come to Minnesota too and he said "well I'm going to come up and see
what them guys are doing up there". He come up here and he never went back.
The three of them died here in Dome Creek. All three of them died in Dome
Creek.
James: Speaking of raising hell, I heard that the Hooker boys were ...
Glen: Well we just straightened out a few things once in awhile.
James: That's what I heard. A bird told me down the road.
Myra: Well Glen never raised too much cone. Not after he got me anyway.
Glen: Oh you could say anything to me when I was happy. Next day I'd think
about it and I'd go and look you up and decide what was to be done. I wasn't
quarrelsome. I got a snout full. I was happy. I'd get thinking in the morning, oh
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that so and so said something to me. Didn't go over right away and I would think
about it. My Dad was good that way. He never ... he was really outspoken.
Everybody liked him. If he made a deal with you, though you couldjust bet he'd
keep the deal, if it cost him an arm and a leg. He wasn't a sheister.

James: That's good to hear. I'm way off course for the questions. You've got
so much information and you've done so many things eh, but what you've
told me is just as good as what I'm getting ... like I've got a lot of it, like a lot
of the questions here. I'm going to put the tape off for one second here.
[brief interruption in interview]

James: I've got it back on again.
Glen: Get a hold of the book ... what's the name of that? ... Crazy Man's Creek.

James: Right. By Jack ...
Glen: Jack Boudreau. Did you read that?

James: No I haven't but I've heard about it though.
Glen: Well get a hold of that and read it. He's got a lot of the history.
Myra: Some of it is wrong but most of it's ... I've got a little thing he might be
interested in. Jackie sent me a deal.
Glen: Yeah, Jackie Boudreau worked for me too, one time.

James: So you've got quite a few people working for you there?
Glen: Yeah, young fellows. Clarence Boudreau that run the hatchery at Penny,
he worked for me. When I had the mill in Penny.

James: Oh you had a mill at Penny too?
Glen: Well the first one we started ... and we had it over here and then we took it
... like I told you, we took down the river there. Run it there for awhile.

James: How long did you live in Penny for?
Glen: Oh, about a year and a half. Sawed the private timber. The timber belonged
to my brother-in-law.
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James: And do you know what year that was around in Penny?

Glen: That was about '47-48.
Myra: This is Glen's brother.
Glen: The one that died.
Myra: Here's the write up in the ...
Glen: Jackie Boudreau sent that to us.
Myra: Well he didn't send the picture but he sent this, he'd found it in the Citizen.
1937 ... '36.
James: I'm just going to read this into the tape here. Sinclair Mills Edward
Hooker ... was he your older brother or your younger brother?

Glen: Older. He was 7 years older than I was.
James: He was a 21 year old guy ... is that okay for me to read this?

Myra: Yeah sure.
James: Okay. 21 year old guide and logger, well known to sportsmen and
travellers along the CNR route, was drowned in the Fraser River near Penny
on the 31st of August 1936. He'd been breaking out a logjam on the river and
accidently slipped between the logs. On April 191\ 1937, after many months
of fruitless searching, the body of young Hooker was found and an inquest
into the cause of his death, they ruled that it was an accident. Hooker met his
death on the Fraser at Penny but his body was found about 6 miles east of
Sinclair Mills, 20 miles from the scene of the accident. Wow! The body was
discovered by Frank Kadderd of Hansard ...

Myra: Frank Katterd
James: Frank Katterd of Hansard and Ray Mueller who's two brothers were
with Hooker at the time of the accident. A reward for the discovery of young
Hooker was given to Katterd and Mueller by Doctor... McFee, prominent
lumber...

Glen: Don McFee.
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James: By Don McFee, prominent lumber man of Sinclair Mills. Edward
Hooker was born at Dome Creek and has been associated with his father as a
guide and outfitter for many years.
Glen: He had 10 minutes worth of work and he was through.

James: And that was it.
Glen: And he was going guiding.

James: That's sad eh.
Myra: Here he is with a couple of wolves.

James: He was 21.
Myra: We had a little guy drown down at Dome too. He was 9 years old.

James: You and your ...
Myra: Yeah.

James: In the Fraser?
Glen: No, a pond in the back of the house.
Myra: Behind our place.

James: I'm sorry to hear that.
[brief interruption in interview]
Myra: I was charged by a grizzly. A guy from Alabama and I were walking out
from where we have a cabin up on the mountains. We were walking out and a
grizzly charged us right up the mountain, went after my walking stick. That poor
guy, he still has nightmares over it.

James: Got rid of him though. And you said ...
Glen: It was two hunters that headed out from Pennyslvania, they shot this grizzly
and crippled him. We started up the hill to where we'd see him, he couldn't get
out of there because it was all grass but there was brush, he got in and .... and him
and I started up there, I had no rifle. I never packed a rifle when I went guiding.
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And I said to him, "you've got your rifle full?" "Yeah", so away we went. And the
other hunter stayed down below so he could watch if the bear left. And there was
little whips like this in the hill and we were staying in the grass out of the way
from the willows so ... and I went through this dip and up on the next little ridge
and I said to the guy ... and the guy said "I see him". I said, "is he dead?" Because
we were getting close to where we'd seen him last day. "No." I says, "well you'd
better give him another one". But this time he'd come far enough the guy couldn't
see him and on this ridge there, there was a boulder about that high and then there
was a bump like this. The bear come up and stood and looked over that and he
was all ... about half as far from here ... no less, from here to your car. He stood up
and snarled at me. The guy took a shot at him and all he could see was his head
because that bump on that rock cut it off. I could see his whole chest and
everything where I was. And he hit that rock just about that far below the top of it
and it went over around the rock and he just looked at me and went by me and
grabbed that American hunter.
James: No kidding?
Glen: When he come around the rock, I heard the guy's gun go snap. I heard the
hammer go. He bought a new gun and it had a longer stroke and he threw the
empty out and cocked the gun but it never took a new cell in the barrel. He didn't
have time to reload. He tried to stick the barrel in the bear' s mouth when he come
at him. The bear just ripped it and bit the forearm right off the rifle with the first
bite and shoved him around and he bit him through here and then they started to
go down the mountain end over end. Me running behind and hollering "drop your
rifle". He said "I did", but I think he had his arm in the sling, you know how some
people were wrapped around in a sling, because the rifle stayed with him. When
they stopped, he was on top of the bear, so the bear let go of him. He tried to back
up the hill, of course the bear was right on him right away then. I run down there
looking for the rifle all the way down. It went quite a little ways, tumbling with
the bear, it was pretty steep. The bear got him down again and was going to try
and bite him in the face and he grabbed the bear by the lower lip and over top of
his nose and was holding his mouth open, for Christ's sake. He was a dairy farmer
from Pennslyvania and he had arms that big for milking cows. There was that
much of the butt sticking out from between him and the bear so I got a hold ...
[brief interruption in interview]
James: Just had to kill a fly there fast that's all. We interrupted the story.
Glen: I got a hold of the butt and then pulled it out a little ways and then got a
hold and pried down on it so it would be pointed up away from the hunter,
because I didn't know what he'd done.
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James: And he's still tangling with the bear?

Glen: The bear's on top of him. He's hanging on to him by the mouth, holding
him. I pulled the gun out and he said there's no shells in it. I thought well jeez,
when I found the gun I was going to try and start stabbing the bear to death with
my hunting knife but what he meant was there was no shell in the barrel. So I
didn't have time. I just bolted the gun. I said, "don't move". I put it right against
his head and pulled the trigger and it went off without a shell. He said he just went
like ... bingo and that was it. He was on the side hill and the bear kind of slid
down on his hind end and fell over backwards on top of him. It was the first day
of our hunt. He stayed in there. Mother doctored him up.
Myra: I patched him up and him and I stayed in camp the next day and then the
next day we were going after goat.
James: What do you mean going after goat?

Myra: Up the mountain after goats.
James: Oh really.

Glen: Big game hunter.
Myra: Here's the picture of the track of the grizzly that charged Harold and I. It
was one of the biggest grizzlies I'd ever seen. He stood right up in front of us and
I said to Harold, "I want a picture of the ... I'm going down and measure the
track". This is all we had with us. I'm going to measure his track, because I said,
"when we go out and tell people, there's nobody that'll believe us". He said "you
measure it, I'm shaking too bad". So I put this over the track and drew it. That's a
pretty big track.
James: That is a big track.

Myra: He was a big bear. We had the ... we were walking out to get parts for a
saw, Glen just had his leg broke and we had him in there, he was in a cast ...
Glen: Flew me in on the chopper, been to the cabin, I was in there for a month.
Myra: Cast from his hip to his ankle.
James: And building a cabin at the same time?

Glen: Well I was just telling them what to do.
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Myra: He was directing traffic. He flew Glen in for him and he lay on the bed and
directed traffic. But we needed parts for this Alaska sawmill we had so Harold
and I decided to walk out .

James: Alaska Sawmill?
Glen: It's a chainsaw with a device for cutting timber and lumber and stuff.
Myra: So we had to walk ... it was about 19 miles we had to come out. And after
the grizzly charged us on the mountain, we had to climb over the mountain and
down back into Dome and when we got down to Dome we hadn't been out that
way for years with our horses, so I said "I can't find the horse trail in the dark". It
was dark by this time. I said "we're going to have to stay here and go out in the
morning". We made a campfire and I put my arms in tight in my eider down vest
and I went to sleep. And every time I woke, Harold was sitting there lying against
that dry snag, wide awake. We got out and got the trapper back in. We stayed here
one night and got the chopper the next day, and that night ... well that day! Then I
see a grizzly go across the hill and we didn't dare say anything to Harold about
that. That night he hollered and yelled and tried to kick the foot out of his bed and
that grizzly was getting him again.
Glen: We went and seen him in Alaska a couple of years ago and he said he still
had dreams about this.
Myra: [inaudible??] said he still has nightmares over that grizzly. Never bothered
me.
Glen: That was 20 or 35 years ago.
Myra: Never bothered me but sure bothered him.

James: Will you tell me about some of the best aspects of living in Dome
Creek?
Myra: It's a wonderful place to raise children. They learn to be very selfsufficient. My kids were always building co-karts or building wagons for the poor
dog to pull him and stuff like that. Things that kids in town .... And the school
down here, whenever my kids ... they all went on to higher education of some
kind after they finished highschool but when they left here and went to
highschool, they were always ahead of the kids in there.

James: So it was a good school?
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Myra: Yeah, they didn't suffer anything while they were getting their education
down here.
Glen: My granddaughter, she started her education down here and she graduated
with straight A's.
Myra: She got a $4000 scholarship from Simon Fraser. She's going to Simon
Fraser this fall. She got a $4000 scholarship and she started down here in this little
school. So they got a good education.
James: For you Mr. Hooker, what were some of the best aspects of being
born and raised in Dome Creek?

Glen: I always had a good living here and lots to eat. We had a good time. It was a
lot of hard work.
Myra: We spent a lot of time on the river too, like we'd go out to the Torpey ...
James: The Torpey River?

Myra: Yeah.
James: With a motor boat or ...

Myra: River boat. We were always ... a lot of fishing. We both loved fishing.
James: So you'd just head up the river ...

Myra: We don't hunt anymore. After you've guided as many years as we did,
we've got no desire to hunt anymore.
James: Why?

Myra: We just don't feel like killing anything anymore.
Glen: See if there's any bear here for you to look at.
Myra: We were there this morning, there was a big brown bear down there.
Glen: There's two bear and a deer both here at the same time yesterday. No bear
today.
James: That brown bear or the black bear?
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Glen: They were two brown bear.
Myra: We had a big video .. The one right here in the yard and he was ... since I
come home ...
Glen: He took the seat out of our camper in the spring and tore it up. Got the door
open on the camper out there in the shed and took the cushion out behind the
thing and tore it to pieces.
Myra: We had one tore up the kid's ... our grandkids spend every summer with us,
like they'll be here on the first of July for a couple of months. And they had their
little swimming pool out there ...
Glen: You can see the brown place where it sat, right down here.
Myra: About 4:00in the morning I heard something and the bear had come and he
had ripped that ... it had a heater in it too, we had it all heated up for them, and I
guess he thought that's a wonderful place to bath but I don't know what he did.
He sat on that heater or something maybe, and anyway, he just ripped that to
shreds and then he come up here on the porch and that's when I heard him. He
was in the porch here about 4 in the morning. And Glen said "I wonder where he
is?" and here he is, he's looking in the window here. So we put him over the hill.
James: So do you still see the same amount of wildlife as you used to?
Myra: Oh yeah.
James: Grizzlies as well.
Myra: Nobody's allowed to hunt in here. We had a grizzly down here this spring.
We usually have 3 or 4 bear in the field at once. There was a brown bear right out
here in the yard yesterday. They're here everyday.
James: And never real problems?
Myra: Once in awhile we had one ... I had to shoot one one time because he
wouldn't stay out of the kid's sandbox and I had to get rid of him.
Glen: Kid's were losing candy.
Myra: And he fought with our dog all the time. And there was another one, our
son had to shoot him. He was tearing the meat house apart. But other than that, we
don't ...
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Glen: We don't bother them if they don't bother us.
Myra: For a couple 3 or 4 years here, we had a ... well it was a mother come with
her twins and then the twins grew up and the one twin kept bringing her little ones
back to see us all the time and they'd be here all the time and we could go ...
Glen: Go through the yard and never bothered us.
Myra: We'd be between her and her cubs and the little cubs would grab her front
legs all the time. They were so cute.
James: So were there any negative aspects about living in ...

Glen: Well the one we had ... 2 years ago, there was a bloody moose showed up
here, after them ticks were so bad. They were drinking out of that pool.
Myra: We couldn't get rid of it.
Glen: We couldn't get rid of that sucker. He chased me around this yard and we
chased him with the truck. We had a hell of a time with him.
James: So there have never been any bad times for you?

Myra: Yes, there's always bad times, like when our son drowned and we've had
the odd time when we've been ill.
Glen: Friends pass away and stuff.
James: Was the community always ...

Myra: But that's life.
James: Did the community always supplied you with what you needed?

Myra: Oh yes. One thing, if anybody had any trouble or anything.
Glen: Bum out or anything ...
Myra: Everybody was there to help. We supported one another.
James: Was there much difference between rich and poor residents ...

Myra: Oh no. Everybody was the same.
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James: Was there many people from say a different race or a different
ethnicity?

Myra: We had Puerto Ricans here. I taught one fellow here to get his English to
get his citizenship. And we had an East Indian teacher. We had a South American
teacher.
James: During what times were these around ... getting back to the dates
again.

Myra: Well about 30 years ago. We've had different nationalities for teachers. We
had one little Englishman and he was here for several years. And we went to
Europe that time, he went back to England that summer to be with his family and
we had to go and visit him. When he found out we were going he decided he was
going home. And one thing abut this school down here too, like there was one
family here had a retarded daughter, like she was deaf, blind and ... and there was
kids in the school and never once was there ever anything said. Never
[inaudible??] up to him or anything like that. Never had anything like that that
you'd get in the other schools.
James: And as far as people getting along who were different races and ...

Glen: [inaudible??] but very few. Anything happened, no matter if you did have a
few words with somebody, they'd always come and give you a hand ...
[end of interview]
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Myra and Glen Hooker: Summary
Interviewed on 06/16/00 in Dome Creek
By James Squissato
This interview begins part way through a conversation and ends somewhat abruptly.
This is because as I was changing tapes, the Hookers decided they were feeling a little
tired and would rather not proceed. However, they said that it would not be a problem to
come and interview them at a later date. Regardless, the interview with the Hookers went
well as they were very comfortable.
The Hookers are a wealth of information as they both have lived in many different
towns on the east line and have had several different occupations. This interview jumped
around somewhat, simply because the two of them had so much information to offer. It
was difficult to keep the interview structured. For example, Myra Hooker told me she
was the first female hunting guide in B.C.
Glen Hooker's family came to Dome Creek in 1912, and he was born in 1922. Mrs.
Hooker came to Dome Creek with her brother in 1947 from Creston. Glen Hooker's
father built the community hall in Dome Creek.
Glen Hooker is probably one of the gentlest men I have ever met. He is a really great
man, and I found him to be very captivating. There is an exciting story of him saving
another man from a grizzly bear attack on the tape (it is interrupted as Mrs. Hooker had
me kill a fly, and then resumes for the ending of the story). Myra Hooker has a great deal
of farming information for the areas between Dome Creek and Dunster, such as who
owned the farms, at what period, and what type of farm it was.
The tape is stopped for a few minutes because the mood was somewhat emotioP.21
after Glen informed me of the death of his brother, and also how the Hookers lost their 9
year old son in a drowning accident.
They have a beautiful property in which 1 mile stretches along the Fraser River. I had
a great time with the Hookers and spent another hour speaking with them after the
interview was completed. They made me feel right at home, and told me to drop by any
time. After speaking with the Humphreys and the Hookers that day (06/16/00) it was very
difficult to leave, owing to the people I had met and the beautiful scenery.
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