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Aileen Espiritu, 
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Interview #33 Terry Johnson July 12, 2000 

James: I'm here with Mr. Terry Johnson. My name is James Squissato. 
We're in Prince George. It is the 121

h of July, 2000 and the consent form has 
been signed. Now I was just asking Mr. Johnson about where he spent his 
time along the east line. 

Let me see. I was born in Prince George and part of the history that I want to pass 
on to you is the fact that my grandfather, who came up into this area in 1909. It 
was in the mid 20s, he built a sawmill at a place called Hansard. He turned the 
sawmill over the my father and my uncle. 

James: In 1920 he built it? 

No, I would say it was probably in the mid 20s, 1925. I have in my possession 
some copies of the report to the District Forester for the various different 
production of these sawmills on the east line. I have it over there if it matters to 
you. These are just copies which were included in a supplement of the Prince 
George citizen. 

James: Yeah, we'd definitely be interested in something like that. 

Well getting back to your question of where have I lived on the east line. Okay, I 
was born in Prince George and the year, I think it was 1942. I moved to a place 
called Aleza Lo.ke and my stepfather owned the S.B. Trick Lumber Company at 
Aleza Lo.ke. He was in partnership with Ambrose Trick. The two of them owned 
this mill which wasn't located atAleza Lo.ke but it was located on Hansard Lo.ke 
and our post office was Aleza Lo.ke. 

James: And it was called S.B. Trick Lumber Company? 

Yeah. 

James: And what was your stepfather's name? 

Morrison, Harry Morrison. 

James: And so you lived in Aleza Lo.ke for ... 

It isn't true to say that I lived in Aleza Lo.ke. Aleza Lo.ke, like so many places on 
the east line, it was basically that's where the post office was. We lived where the 
sawmill was and the sawmill was located on Hansard Lo.ke and if you were to 
drive out there today, there's absolutely no evidence of that mill ... I don't think 
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there's any evidence of any of the outbuildings associated with it. But the mill, 
once it was established, they generated a little community of people who worked 
there. 

James: Now would that be east or west of Aleza Lake? 

That would be east of Aleza Lake. 

James: Hansard is east of Aleza Lake? 

Hansard Lake is east of Aleza Lake. The community of Hansard, it too is east 
but this is going to be confusing because I never spent any time at this mill at 
Hansard. That was before I was born. 

James: Hansard the town. 

Hansard the town. And this might be of interest for you to know that the sawmill 
that my grandfather built... and I can see where it gets a little confused here, 
maybe I should just stick to one .... 

James: So Hansard Lake though, where your mill was, was it east of Aleza 
Lake or west? 

East. And that's towards Hansard as well. And that was owned by my stepfather. 
This sawmill in Hansard was owned by my father and my grandfather. If we can 
get over this one right away ... 

James: Hansard the town I guess is what you're saying. You mean Hansard 
the town, where your father owned it? 

That's correct. 

James: Now what was the name of that mill? 

It was the Al Johnson Lumber Company. And it was as east line as you 
describe the history. It was known as the Fraser subdivision of the Canadian 
National Railway. And McBride is Mile O and Prince George is Mile 147. And 
this sawmill that my grandfather owned and my father owned was in Mile 98. 
That will put it into perspective as to location of these places. 

James: Mile 98 from McBride, right? 

Yes. The S.B. Trick Lumber Company was at 107. 
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James: So when you lived out there, what was the location of the mills? 

I lived at Hansard Lake. 

James: At the mill of your stepfather's? 

Right. I lived there for probably 20 years. 

James: Now was there a community there or was it just more ... 

Yes there was a community. It was a community comprised of the employees of 
the sawmill and the sawmill and that's the community of Hansard Lake. The 
little community of Aleza Lake which exists to this day, it was comprised of ... it 
had a store, it had a station, a CNR station, and there was also some of the 
employees of the mill that lived there. 

James: Do you know what the approximate population was of ... 

Of Aleza Lake? 

James: Yeah. 

I would say 150. 

James: And that was around 1940s? 

I'm guessing that but I'm not too sure. 

James: We can't expect you to be exact, that's for sure. So was it families, 
mostly young, mostly old people or ... 

It was a mixture. There was the odd little farm there, there's no great prosperity 
associated with farming. People were raising cattle and this type of thing. And 
Aleza Lake itself had quite a history of sawmills. There was sawmills way back 
into the 30s at Aleza Lake. 

James: Was it more of a permanent population or people moving in and out? 

I would say it was more of a permanent population. People, once they put roots 
down, they didn't move too often, despite the fact that the mill might close for a 
fairly extended period of time. For instance there wasn't all that much sawmilling 
done in the winter time during those years. Winter time was the time that you put 
your logs up and put them up adjacent to the Fraser River, you put them up 
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adjacent to the lakes, and then when the ice went out here, you boomed your logs 
over to your sawmill. 

James: What was the main reason for you leaving theAleza Lake area? 

Oh, I decided that sawmilling wasn't for my liking so I joined the BC Forest 
Service and I was stationed at ... my first posting was at Penny. I went from there 
to Dome Creek. 

James: Now what year did you go to Penny? 

1955. 

James: And you were with the BC Forest Service. 

That's correct. 

James: In 1955, do you remember what the town of Penny was like? 

Yeah, it was a bigger town than those that we've mentioned because I suppose it 
was true to say it was bigger because of the bigger sawmill that was located there. 
It was Penny Spruce Mills was one of the bigger mills on the east line. I guess 
it's true to say that Penny was an older community. There was a number of 
trappers there. Certainly there were those that were trying to grow hay for horses, 
and cattle and stuff like that. There's a post office there. There was a store. It was 
a ranger headquarters, and certainly there was CNR people there stationed, etc. So 
it probably had a population of say 200. 

James: How long did you stay in Penny for? 

One year. 

James: Just to jump back to Aleza Lake there, when you lived there, again 
was there things like stores or a church? 

Yes there was both. And there was also ... Aleza Lake had a ranger station, a BC 
Forest Service ranger station but it also had a huge experimental forest which is 
still being studied today. And there was people there, forest service people there, 
that were associated with this experimental forest. 

James: So when you were there in the 40s and early 50s, the experimental 
forest was actually functioning? 

Interview #33 Terry Johnson July 12, 2000 4 



Wel1, I think probably in the 40s it was but I think it was kind of dying out 
towards the 50s, and then there was interest shown again just a few years ago. 

James: Now was there ... in Aleza Lake, was there a hotel or ... 

No, not in my day there wasn't but I wouldn't doubt that in the 30s there might 
have been. There was a felJow there by the name of Warren Lyle. It seems to me 
he had some sort of a accommodation for travellers and stuff like that. 

James: Now what about a pub ... if someone wanted to go and get a drink? 

You're S-0-L. There was some quite well known stills there in the area. To the 
best of my knowledge there was no pub. 

James: One thing we'd like, if you can, is just a drawing, like sketch out a 
rough map of say Aleza Lake when you were there. Show me where the river 
is and where the railway line is. I'll give you a piece of paper. I'll give you 
another one to write on. Just put in things like where the post office was. 
Obviously all the houses, that's a bit of a difficult thing but the main areas in 
town. I'll just stop the tape for awhile. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

James: Well now we have a perfect map of Aleza Lake, well detailed. So 
where did you live on this map? Oh, you were down by ... you never lived out 
at Aleza Lake. 

I used to go to school there. 

James: So you went to school there. 

Yeah, I went in Grade 7 and 8 there I think it was. 

James: Now how far did you have to commute to get to ... 

It was approximately a mile. 

James: From the mill? 

Yeah. 

James: How long did that take you every day? 
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Oh I should tell you that the snow was 6 feet deep in the woods, uphill both ways 
and all I had to wear was my grandfather's nightgown. How long did it take? 45 
minutes. It was a long way. You wanted to maybe roll yourself a smoke, it took 
longer. Kids kids have ways of wasting a lot of time. 

James: You forgot to say chewing nails and walking backwards. 

Yes, that's right. 

James: Now there was a church there at one time in Aleza Lake? 

No, the church was halfways between Aleza Lake and the sawmill on Hansard 
Lake, the Trick mill. 

James: Do you know what denomination it was? 

Roman Catholic. 

James: Now when you were there, I guess things like telephone, plumbing, 
electricity ... 

Pretty primitive. In later years, we had a nice big house and it was plumbed ... 

James: Plumbed as in plumbing? 

Yeah. In later years. During the 40s there wasn't. And power was generated 
through diesel generators. And telephone, well you had to use the old CNR line. 
Go down to the office here. You had all these rings, one short, two longs, this type 
of thing. 

James: Now at that time, what did you do for entertainment? 

Well that map will indicate a ball park, was one thing. We had horses. 

James: Your family had horses? 

Yeah. And it should be mentioned that in the early 40s they were dependent on 
horses for skidding their logs. That's not the kind of horses that we had but 
because of these logging horses, there was always a barn present and that made 
keeping riding horses fairly simple. And there was like walking down to meet the 
train at night. That was a popular pastime. The train used to come in about 8:00 in 
the evening so we'd walk down and meet the train, for no particular reason. I 
guess pick up the mail if there was any. But that would take up a couple of hours. 
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James: Now as far as things such as health services in Aleza Lake, was there a 
doctor or a nurse? 

No. Prince George. 

James: So if someone got hurt ... 

It was Prince George. 

James: Did people practice sort of folk medicine at all then? 

Not to the best of my knowledge. My mother was a nurse and she used to get calls 
for all kinds of things like accidents and pregnancies that had gone wrong and a 
whole mixture of things. 

James: So she would ... was she a paid nurse for the town or just ... 

No. 

James: She just helped out and ... 

That's right. 

James: Now you said there was a general store there at the time, now as far 
as general, did it have things ... anything from food to ... 

To clothes. 

James: Tools and things like that as well. 

Yup. 

James: If you needed something else? 

Something else being? 

James: Anything that the store didn't have? 

Well most general stores in those days were pretty well equipped and you 
certainly could get all the clothing requirements and hopefully you could get 
practically everything in the food line. And in many cases, they were in fact the 
post office. So young people like myself, you could always go down and get a 
bottle of pop or - this was during the war, chocolate bars were hard to come by -
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you'd probably wind up buying cough candies. Dr. Black's I think was the name 
of the cough candy we used to eat. 

James: For candies? 

Yeah. 

James: As far as you remember, do you think ... I guess the health services 
and the store, they met the needs of the community? 

Oh, I would say so, pretty well. 

James: Now did you ever have to go outside of town to get anything? 

Oh yeah, we used to have a train. In those days it was called the local. And it 
would pass through Aleza Lake about 12 noon on a Saturday on its way west to 
Prince George and we would all bail onto this train and come to Prince George. 
If you were a young fellow like myself, one of your prime functions was to load 
up on beer, or if you were an older person, you might want to do some shopping. 
Probably prices were better in Prince George. And then you would catch the train 
back at about 11 :00 at night. 

James: So you'd spend the day there in Prince? 

Yeah. 

James: Now as far as social life for young people in a place like Aleza Lake, 
dating and things like that ... 

There was some good looking females there. That was no problem. There's 
dances and all those type of things. 

James: So there would be regular dance in the community hall? 

Yeah. I put the community hall in there. 

James: Perfect. Now getting back to ... after changing the subject here, you 
worked and you lived in Penny for a year and after Penny you went to ... 

Dome Creek, and then back to Prince George. 

James: How long were you in Dome Creek for? 
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I spent a year in both places, probably 6 months. The following year I was 
stationed in Tete Jeune. 

James: Like 1957 you went to ... 

Yeah. 

James: How long were you in Tete Jeune for? 

Well basically as an assistant ranger you were stationed in a place like Tete Jeune 
for a season and you would come back to headquarters for ... Tete Jeune was in 
McBride [forest district] so I spent probably a year between the two places. 

James: Now when you lived in Aleza Lake, where did most people work? 

The major employer was the S.B. Trick Lumber Company. 

James: How many mills were in the area around that time, within 20 km, I 
would say? 

Well Upper Fraser always had a big mill. Upper Fraser had a big mill there. 

James: Who owned the mill? What was the mill called in Upper Fraser? 

Upper Fraser Spruce Mills. 

James: So it's been that the whole time? 

Yeah. 

James: So when Northwood bought it out, they never bothered changing the 
name? 

No. And of course now it's owned by Canfor, and it's still a big mill. So that was 
one. There used to be a good sized logging operation at Newlands which 
delivered ... the wood was delivered to Eagle Lake and then boomed down to 
Giscome. Giscome, of course, was the location of the biggest mill on the east line. 

James: What was the name of that mill? 

It was Eagle Lake Sawmills. So I can't remember any other sawmills. That was 
pretty well it. There was mills at Dewey, Cornell Mills, Sinclair Mills. That's all 
east. There was mills in Hutton. United Grain Growers had a mill at Hutton. 
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James: Was it called the United Grain Growers mills? 

Yeah, I think so, UGO. Hutton was quite a size community and there had to be 
one in Longworth. I can't remember. Certainly there was one at Lindup. There 
was definitely a big mill in Penny. Penny Spruce Mills. There was a big mill at 
Bend. 

James: Do you know the name of the one in Bend? 

I'm guessing but I think it was Bend Sawmills and I think that it was a fellow by 
the name of Earl Jack was the ... probably he owned it. 

James: Is this the same ... is it Jack ... 

Jack. It would be Jeck. 

James: He's the same one I met in McBride. 

Somehow I don't think so but I might be wrong. I realize there's Jeck's out there. 
I'm not sure about Dome Creek. I was stationed with the Forest Service. There 
might have been a mill at Kidd, if I'm not mistaken. I don't think there was a mill 
in my day at Erling but I'm sure there was one at one time. Loos - I don't think 
there was a sawmill but there definitely was a mill owned by the Levoe's at 
Crescent Spur. 

James: Do you know the name of that? 

Levoe Lumber I think. There's still many Levoe's in the area. One of them was 
our MP for many years here, Bert. 

James: We've got a few other names actually. One of the other fellows here is 
.. Part of the Levoes , we're going to speak to them sooner or later. 

Yeah, one of them is the manager of the dealerships here, car dealerships. And 
Tom Levoe is a superintendent with the brewery. They're all interrelated, I'm not 
sure just how. He sells Hyundi or he sells Mazda. One of the Levoe brothers is the 
manager/owner I guess, I think it's Mazda. 

James: Now for your job, what was the spatial extent of your work. I guess, 
extent of your work, how far did you have to travel outside of the townsites? 

We're talking now when I was with the Forestry Service? 
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James: Yeah. 

We had two modes of transportation. We either went by speeder or by riverboat. 
How far did we go? 

James: Yeah 

Well we went ... my territory out of Dome Creek, it extended to Goat River. And 
at Goat River there was another assistant ranger station there. And then Dome 
Creek I liked best, too funny. 

James: Now when you say speeder, that's a really fast train I guess? 

This young guy doesn't know what a speeder is. 

James: I've heard it a few times so I should figure out what it is. 

Well you get into this museum here, this railway museum, and they have a 
number of speeders there. They're little motorcars which ... 1-2-3 people could 
probably ride, with a little motor there and away you go. Neat mode of 
transportation. 

James: I should go down there and have a look at them. I've always been told 
I should take the quick train from here to Jasper to really see what the 
country looks like. 

Just as an aside, I'll show you something. [goes off to get something] I'm a pretty 
highly qualified forester was in those days to make that. If you don't know what a 
speeder is you sure as hell don't know what a velosopede is. 

James: Yeah, what's a velosopede. I'm looking at, I guess, a permit or a 
license of some sort of Mr. Johnson's that says he's licensed to operate a 
velosopede. 

A handcar. 

James: Track motor cars or velosopedes. So what are they? 

Have you seen the velosopedes in old movies there, the ones ... they had two 
wheels on one rail, then they had an arm with a wheel that leads across to the 
second rail and they were powered by your arms and your feet. 

James: This is when you were working for the Forestry Service, right? 

Interview #33 Terry Johnson July 12, 2000 11 



Correct. It's my pilot's license. 

James: Not everyone has a license to operate a velosopede. Come to think of 
it, not everyone knows what a velosopede is. 

There's a pay stub from 1947, 96 hours ... 80 hours, $76.80. How do you like that 
for .... Like 80 cents, 90 cents. 

Wife: 80 cents an hour, yeah. And then they took $18 board of it. 

James: So you worked for the Trick Mill for quite awhile then? 

Probably the best part of 20 years. 

James: And this is before you went to the Forestry? 

No, that's after. 

James: So you went ... and just what year was that? 

This is 1947. 

James: So you worked in the mill .. 

About 1942 til end of the 50s. 

James: Now what was your job there in the mill? 

Oh I had every job. This is the kind of thing my sisters used to send me. That's 
kind of getting off the subject. 

James: Nice birthday card. When you worked at the Trick Mill in '42 til 
early 50s, what was your job? 

I started out as a flunky and I worked probably in the neighborhood of 12 hours a 
day. If I remember correctly, I used to pick up a pay cheque for $48 every two 
weeks. I didn't know what the hell to do with it all. I soon found out. There's a 
good picture. There's an old steam mill. That's the S.B. Trick Lumber 
Company at Aleza Lake. 

James: And this is in 1942. 

Yeah. 
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James: Look at that. 

It was a junk heap the place I worked at. 

James: So that's your first job. 

I just told you the first job I had with this organization, the S.B. Trick Lumber 
Company, was in the cookhouse. The second job was feeding logs up the 
jackladder. That's what it's called, the jackladder. 

James: And then the jackladder would what ... 

Carry the logs up into the mill where they went down onto a carriage. There's 
probably one of the first cats that came into the [inaudible??] 

James: 1947. 

That's a D7. This is the good size wood that we got out there in that [inaudible??]. 
That's in California. 

James: It is eh. 

Pretty high class lumber is right there. 

James: We're looking at a bunch of pictures here of Mr. Johnson's days 
when he worked in the mill and the loggers here. 

There's what's called the carriage, when the logs came up. 

James: And that's at the Hansard Mill then? 

That's at Hansard Lake mill. These logs rolled down the roll-way and they went 
onto a carriage which was powered by steam, and it took two men to hold these 
logs on, to take instructions from the sawyer who would tell the loggers what 
width of planking wanted by the hand sawyers. There's a logging effort on 
Hansard Lake and as I mentioned to you, the sawmill in the earliest days only ran 
in the summer time. All the effort was put into putting logs up into decks at the 
end of the lake in the winter time, and then in the summer time when the ice went, 
they'd take the logs to the sawmill. Are we getting off the track here? 

James: No, no. The technical information is just as important. 

There's Dome Creek. There's the speeder train. That's the old speeder at Dome 

Interview #33 Terry Johnson July 12, 2000 13 



Creek. This is the old service lookout at Dome Mountain. 

James: Can you still get up there fairly easily, up Dome Mountain? 

Oh God, I don't know. I'm pretty sure they built more lookouts there. We could 
go on here forever so just ... 

James: Well you've got a lot of photos there, yeah. I was going to ask you, 
would you mind them being reproduced? 

No. 

James: It would just be a matter of how you would want to do that but when 
the tape's done here we'll talk about that because I know keepsakes are 
important. 

I value these but I value them to the point where I would let somebody reproduce 
them. 

James: What we'll do is that one of the things that the photos will be used 
for ... like I said these community days and also scanning into the computer so 
we can get them on the website, and also for creating the sort of mock towns 
like I said. Now when you were working for S.B. Trick, were you worried 
about jobs? Was there always work? 

There was for me because I was the stepson of one of the owners. That gave me 
an advantage. I would get wanderlust every once in awhile and take off and I 
would then come back. I invariably was able to work. 

James: How many people worked at the S.B. Trick, in your time? 

Well it was quite a crew because it was an old-fashioned mill, very highly people 
oriented. People all over the place. To answer your question, probably 40 or 50. 

James: So it was a fairly large mill for the day? 

It was capable of producing 50,000 board feet. 

James: In a day? 

In a day. 

James: That's a lot for that time. 
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Yeah, and it was probably the third largest on the east line, third or fourth, with 
Eagle Lake being the largest, probably capable of producing 100,000 a day, 
Sinclair Spruce was another big mill and I think they would probably produce 
upwards to 75,000. Penny Spruce Mills ... 

James: Was a big one as well. So it wasn't just rough cut then, the S.B. 
Trick? 

No, they had a planer mill. All the lumber in those days was air dried. There was 
no dry kiln. Well it wasn't long afterwards that people started to ... 

James: No dry kiln. At that time, well I guess for you, it's going to be kind of 
a tough question. But what were ... do you think the wages were fair ... for 
yourself and the other employees? 

Yeah. 

James: If someone wanted to put aside a little bit of money, save some money, 
could they do that? 

I could pick you up a schedule of wages for about that time, if that was of interest 
to you. 

James: Very much so. 

But here, I've showed you a wage slip there indicating that the year was '47, I was 
working for 80 cents an hour. 

James: That's right. Do you remember things like what the labour relations 
were like between say the owners and the people that worked there? 

In this particular case they were excellent because the stepfather of mine and this 
guy Trick were easy to get along with. They were human and labour relations 
were great. Both of them were the type of fellow that you'd go and have a drink 
with and this type of thing. But there was other mills in the area where labour 
relations weren't that good. 

James: Which mills were they? 

Upper Fraser would be a classic. It used to be said of Upper Fraser, they had 3 
crews - one on the job, one coming to the job, and one leaving the job. It was not a 
good ... and it had a reputation as such. 
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James: Now do you think that was because of working conditions or .. . 

The manager. The union came in ... the 1W A came into the east line about ... I 
think it was probably the late 40s. And shortly thereafter there was a strike. The 
strike resulted certainly in some increased wages but it was like prior to this strike, 
which I think took place in '48, prior to this strike, people were working ... I think 
44 hours a week, and as a result of this strike, a 40 hour week came into being. 

James: And this was at the Upper Fraser? 

No this was at the S.B. Trick. 

James: So there was a strike there? 

All the mills on this line, all the big mills were unionized by that time. And this 
strike, to the best of my knowledge as I remember it, it affected all of them. 

James: So the strike was in the late 40s? 

I think so. There was a strike in later years which was very, very bitter up here, 
and I think that was about 1952. 

James: Were you still working there at the time? 

I think I was. And that shut down pretty well the entire east line as far as those big 
mills was concerned. And by that time, which I think was 1952, there was 
considerable activity here in Prince George. Planer mills were located on the 
CNR down where the Pas is today, Lakeland. There's two or three other planing 
mills in there. They were shut down and the strike was very bitter. There's been 
much printed about it. You'd probably be able to search it out. 

James: How long did the S.B. Trick Lumber company stayed up and 
running? 

Well it was sold in ... here again, to the best of my knowledge, in 1958. And I 
think it's probably true to say it was sold to some eastern interests. 

James: Eastern? Eastern Canada? 

Right. It was managed by a fellow ... I can't remember his name but he was from 
Edmonton. I think they were Hungarians or something. They took over and 
bought this mill out in 1958 I think it was. And it continued to run through ... I 
would say 1962- '63, somewheres in there. 
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James: Now you said there was housing at S.B. Trick for people that worked 
there. Do you remember what the housing was like as far as ... 

It was, I think, reasonably acceptable. By the standards of the day, I think it was 
pretty good. I could show you .... it was acceptable and it was all company owned. 

James: So the company built it? 

That's right and because, as I mentioned earlier, the people that owned the mill ... 
they were human. If you needed something, you could get it. 

James: Were these bunkhouses as well as ... 

Yes, there was bunkhouses for the single people and there was homes for married 
people. 

James: And they're both right in that ... right on the Hansard Lake mill? 

That's correct. 

James: So how many people were at the Hansard Lake mill at the time? 

Well, you asked me the population of Aleza Lake, I said whatever, 150. I would 
think that probably there would be ... there might be 50 of those people living 
either in bunkhouses or in company supplied homes. 

James: By the lake or in Aleza Lake, sorry Hansard Lake? 

By the sawmill. 

James: And so the company house was adequate, it met your needs? 

I think it's fair to say that it did. 

James: Do you remember what the places were rented for? 

I don't know but I would think $25 a month, that's a guess. 

James: So now if people wanted to buy one of the homes, was that an option? 

I don't think so and that would have been a silly question with the lumber 
business the way it was. They never really ... you didn't have a high degree of 
permanency around the place. 
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James: I always check to make sure that [inaudible??] terrible thing. What 
were some of the most pleasant aspects of living in the Aleza La,ke area? 

Well, I was a young man in those days, lots of pleasant aspects. Fishing was good, 
hunting. I used to enjoy hunting up in the MacGregor. I always had a riverboat 
and we had easy access to Upper Fraser. Upper Fraser being right on the river, 
you could launch a riverboat there and had access to just about wherever you 
wanted to go, way off on the MacGregor. 

James: So you'd take the boat up the MacGregor? 

Not all the way up on the MacGregor but on the Harrop, long ways up there. 

James: Pretty rough stuff up there isn't it? 

Yeah. I was a young man. 

James: A good pastime. 

And you know the road slowly improved. If you wanted to go to town on a 
Saturday, drink a few beers, that was another young man's pastime. 

James: Do you remember negative aspects of the time? 

Well, of the town or of the mill? 

James: Of living in the town or at the mill or both? 

Well I recall horrible road conditions. That was horrible conditions. 

James: Was there a road in Prince George at that time? 

Yes. 

[end of side one] 

James: I just asked Mr. Johnson if there was a road going into Prince George 
at that time and he was telling me about the conditions of the road. 

It was in the spring of the year, it was considered impassable. The mud would be 
such that you wouldn't drive. As you progressed during the summer, it would dry 
out. And there was a period in the fall when it was just started to freeze up ... by 
the time you played hockey again. 
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James: How long would it take you ... if you wanted to drive into Prince 
George at that time? 

2 '12 hours I guess would be close. 

James: And what about the train? How long would that ... 

It probably would take equally as long I think. And in those days there was a train 
... I think a train daily. It was a mixed train ... like mixed freight and passengers. 

James: Was this the weigh freight? 

The weigh freight or you could call it the local. Many people referred to it as 
being the local. There's a picture of the bunkhouses. 

James: Are those the bunkhouses there? 

Yeah. 

James: They're nice. 

They're not all that bad. 

James: They look nice anyhow. I don't know what the inside is like but ... 

They were ... in some cases there was 4 men to a room, in other cases there was 2 
men to a room. 

James: You've got a lot of photos here. Once again I'm looking at some of 
Mr. Johnson's photos of the bunkhouse and that's the S.B. Trick Lumber 
company again? 

This is the mill itself. Those are stacks, boilers. It was a steam mill. 

James: That's right, one other fellow said all I could remember ... I asked 
him what he remembered most about living there and he said "steam". He 
said steam ran everything. 

That's right. 

James: Do you remember a real separation between rich and poor residents? 

Well I think it existed in other mills but I don't think it did at the S.B. Trick 
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Lumber company. I have said repeatedly that these two owners of this mi1l were 
human. There wasn't anything they wouldn't do for you and while yes they drove 
nice big cars ... they had a history of coming from Oshawa Ontario. The S.B. 
Trick Lumber Company was started through monies supplied by General 
Motors. In answer to your question, I don't think there was. The fact that you 
drove a big car indicated some degree of wealth but it didn't imply that the guy 
who was driving wouldn't pick you up. Of course, us younger types we ... as soon 
as we started to get some money, we were driving some pretty fancy cars too. 

James: How would you describe your relationship with your neighbours? 

Generally pretty good. It was a very tight knit community. I think the neighbours 
were good. 

James: Did the town have community get-togethers like an annual picnic ... 

Yup, it did. 

James: Socials? 

Yes. I think genera1ly speaking it was pretty good. 

James: Did the sawmill play any role in the community get-togethers? 

Yup it did. I think they probably supplied the ball equipment at that time. 

James: At the time when you were in Aleza Lake, did you see ... was there any 
women who worked outside the home at all there? 

I would say no but certainly the store owner, his wife would be seen at the post 
office. But women working outside the home, I don't think so. I wasn't aware of 
any. 

James: So was there a large number of single men in the community? 

Yes there was. There was a large number of single men and many of them came 
out to work from places in Alberta, and I'm thinking of places like St. Paul, 
Alberta. They would come out and work in the summer time. The sawmill would 
shut down in the fall and then they'd go back to wherever in Alberta. 

James: Now things like single parent families? 

You know they were there but I wasn't aware of them. 
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James: Now do you remember the women in the time, like I guess was there a 
women's group or women just got together by themselves, support groups or 
anything like that? 

I don't think so. People would visit but groups as such, I don't think so. 

James: So was there a men's group then? 

No, I don't think so. 

James: Where did most people come from who lived in the community? 

Well, the sawmill had many people from Yugoslavia and Slavic countries. These 
were ... they were people that paid their own way out here and generally speaking, 
they were excellent workers. They were people that once employed, once hired, 
they tended to stay and they tended to do a good job. 

James: How were they treated when they came into the community? 

Oh there was some of that bull hackey thing but I don't recall it as being a really 
serious thing. 

James: Were there visible minorities in Aleza Lake at the time? Say native 
people or Asian people or ... 

We're talking ... some of the period here covers the first ... second world war, and 
there was ... we didn't have any oriental types in Aleza Lake area to the best of my 
knowledge, but Upper Fraser did. Upper Fraser had some of the displaced 
Japanese people that the government decreed were a hazard and moved up from 
the BC coast into internment camps. And I don't know for what reasons but some 
of them wound up in this place called Upper Fraser. 

James: Did they work for the mill do you remember? 

Yes. 

James: Did they do separate jobs in the mill or they just worked with 
everybody else in the mill, do you remember? 

I guess they had the same work that everybody else had. 

James: And the same with the community? 
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I would say so. Native Indians were rare, seldom did you see Native Indians. 

James: And if you did, were they working for the mills? 

I can't recall any native Indian working in this sawmill. Now I could be wrong 
there but they were very, very scarce. 

James: As far as things as racial/ethnic tension, did you see any amount of 
that? 

No. Another racial minority would have been the Swedes. There was quite a few 
Swedes in those days in these logging camps and sawmills. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

No, I can't think of anything. 

James: Anything you want to ask me, I hope I can answer? 

Yeah, is this to be considered to be the conclusion of this exercise. 

James: If you want it to be, if not we can keep right on going? 

Well we've zeroed in on one period of time, it was that period of time that I 
worked at Aleza La.ke. I think that any history of the east line or any history of 
Prince George itself, has to include some facts with regards to my grandfather. 
And at the beginning of this interview I told you about how he came up into this 
area and he walked up the Blackwater Road and he was a hotel man by profession, 
trade, call it what you like. He walked up here, in as near as I can recall, was 1909 
and he built the Northern Hotel and sooner or later in your deliberations ... there 
is Prince George. There's the Northern Hotel. 

James: Right now we're looking at a photo of his grandfather's hotel that he 
owned here in Prince George. It's called the Northern Hotel. The Hotel 
Northern. 

There, if that's of interest to you. 

James: World's longest bar, 28 bartenders. It must have been a real boom at 
this time. 

Booming because construction of the railway, construction of this bridge here. 
Booming because of the trapping industry and it was just a new area and it opened 
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up. Here are some of the photos from there. Anyway, he had two hotels. Hotel 
Northern, which burned to the ground in ... I forgot what year, but he rebuilt and 
it's still called the Hotel Northern. I can find you the address. Both of them were 
in South Fort George. My grandfather had two sons who were educated in the 
University of Oregon and when they were educated, they came back up into this 
country and I think that in an attempt to give them something to do, he built this 
sawmill in Hansard. It's starting to fit in to place here now. Anyhow, they ran this 
sawmill at Hansard up into the 30s ... 

James: And this is the sawmill ... 

Hansard the town, not Hansard Lake. 

James: Just making sure we've got that. 

Now there's ... if you have any questions with regards to did they drink, was there 
a pub ... there's the empties down in the hotel and ... 

James: 1912 . 

... and they're ready to be shipped out I guess. 

James: Now I forgot the name of the mill in Hansard that's called ... 

The Al Johnson Lumber Company. If you ever decide to do a thing on logging, 
I've got lots of logging pictures. But anyhow, there's the Hotel Northern. And 
there's 1914 and 1910, and 1911. 

James: So your family's got a lot of history here? 

That's right and a whole lot of it has never been looked at because no one has 
taken the time ... no ancestor of my grandfather has ever stood up and spent time 
recounting the history. 

James: What you might find with the schools, if someone was going to read 
your transcript, transcript of this tape, you might find more than likely 
someone who may want to do another interview because of your length and 
your family's length in the area, like the time in the area. I'm going to turn 
the tape off. 

[end of transcript] 

Transcribed by: Regine Halseth Date: August 2, 2000 

Interview #33 Terry Johnson July 12, 2000 23 



Corrected by: James Squissato Date: September 28, 2000 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. Terry Johnson 
305-2055 Ingledew Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2L 5Sl 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

November 6, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with James for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 
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Terry Johnson: Summary 
Interviewed on 07/12/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Johnson was born in Prince George. He moved to the Aleza Lake area in 
1942, and stayed there until 1956. In 1942, the population of Aleza Lake was roughly 150 
people. While working for BC Forestry, he lived in Penny for one year, and the McBride 
area for another year before returning to live in Prince George. His father owned a mill at 
Hansard called the L. Johnson Lumber Co. His stepfather was part owner of a mill at 
Hansard Lake called SB Trick. Terry's mother was a nurse called on quite often for 
emergencies. 

Mr. Johnson worked at SB Trick between 1942 and 1955. He recalls that in the 
late forties and early fifties, there were two large strikes that occurred. The latter strike 
shut down several mills along the east line. The interview with Mr. Johnson went well as 
we were both at ease. 

Additional Contacts 

The Leboes, several of them live in P.O. 
Oliver Prather does not have phone but can be contacted through Mr. Johnson 


