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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. Doug Frazier and Linda McFarlane 
Box 1897 
Mackenzie, B.C. 
VOJ2CO 

Dear Doug and Linda: 

July 31, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Dome Creek and Upper Fraser with you. 
Thank-you for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component 
of the Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance 
the research project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It 
was particularly informative to hear your recollections about the educational facilities, as 
well as the ethnic relationships that existed within Upper Fraser. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 
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The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communitie" along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry . The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday :ives of people who lived and w,>rk~<l in the,e co~munities. ~ 

Name of Participant:~'Cs ~ lf'-Q 21 e,,._J ~ \\I\ dez iyvtQ_ \o II'- { ~ €_ 

Place of interview: 1}leec. k. ~ '] 1 ~ 

Mailing Address of Participant ,1)0A 101 7 

Date ¢ Lf/c;-v 
My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at an> time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time . Within the research project. m> 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio. 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images ( e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines. genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes : 

I. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s). Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used b> other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

~"-"'-

Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth. Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be in~erted 

here). My name is ~'-Sq~ l>-\: .S~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Interview #38 Doug Frasier & Linda McFarlane July 24, 2000 

James: I'm with Mr. Doug Frasier and Linda McFarlane. It is the 241
h of 

July. My name is James Squissato. I'm in Mackenzie, British Columbia and 
the consent forms have been signed. What is the thing you remember most 
about the time you spent in Dome Creek? 

Doug: Well probably just the people and the isolation. To me it was just a brand 
new experience. I had originally come from the States, from Denver Colorado, so 
for me to find myself in the middle of British Columbia, the wilds of British 
Columbia was quite an experience. 

James: When did you move to Dome Creek? 

Doug: I believe it was about 1971. I was travelling through the area and sort of 
vaguely looking for some land to buy to built a cabin on and start a homestead sort 
of thing. Sort of back to the earth movement, the hippies and all that. And I met a 
couple of guys fishing at Slim Creek. They're in the highway. His name was Tom 
Asland , and I asked him if he knew of any land for sale and he said "oh sure, 
come on down. There's a place next to mine in Dome Creek", and I went into 
Dome Creek and met all these people and looked over this piece of land that 
happened to belong to a guy named Bobby Bradner and I finally got hooked up 
with him and he wanted $1500 for 40 acres. It had an old house on it. I gave him 
$1000 cash and a promise to pay the other $500. And I went back to the States to 
earn the money because I couldn't work in Canada and sent in the $500 and he 
sent me back the deed to the place. That really impressed me. I mean how many 
people ... shake their hands, give them $1000. 

James: Do you still own the land there? 

Doug: No, I sold it in about ... I guess it would have been in the '80s sometime. I 
think it sold for $30,000. So percentage wise it went up quite a bit. 

James: Why did you move there? 

Doug: I used to live in the States and I wasn't a draft dodger but I lived in the 
States and was in university during the Vietnam War and after the Vietnam war, 
sort of when I was - oh I guess it would have been in the '70s, it was at it's height 
- when they changed from purely draft system with deferrents to a lottery and they 
put everybody's birthday in the hopper and .... and my number came up 311 which 
meant that I would never have to go to Vietnam but by then I was so fed up with 
the politics in the States that I decided to move to Canada and look for the "land 
of the true north star". 
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James: And did you find it? 

Doug: And I think I found it in Dome Creek. 

James: When you first moved there do you remember the approximate 
population in Dome Creek? 

Doug: I would have to guess but I would say the approximate population would 
have been 100 people maybe. 

James: Was it mostly young people, old people, families? 

Doug: It was fairly .... I guess it would have been about ... and they would have 
overlapped a bit but basically it was the old-timers who had homesteaded and 
settled there, people like the Hookers and the Boudreaus that you've mentioned, 
and then there was sort of a transient group of railroad workers that might have 
lived in Dome Creek or they might just be coming through from some place else 
they worked. And there was also a highway camp. There was a few people there, I 
believe at that time. And then in about ... starting about 1970, and I'm sure you'll 
hear this from all the old-timers, there was an influx of what they called hippies 
that moved in and bought these old homesteads and they bought them for you 
know, $1500 an acre. And I can't remember the name ... if there was a guy, there 
was a real estate developer from Vancouver that came through there in the early 
'60s or mid '60s and he bought up every homestead that he could find and he was 
paying like $5-10-15 an acre for these things and he'd flip them. 

Linda: He'd tum them around and sell them again. 

Doug: And the hippies sort of discovered this market that he planned and bought 
it from him. 

Linda: In the promise of a job ... I mean it was just the whole self-sufficiency trip 
eh. And then they got richer and bought chainsaws and went to work in the forest 
and fell trees and they got richer again, they bought a car, and they started 
shopping in McBride, and they got richer again and they started working at the 
highways camp. They became more mobile. 

Doug: Buying skidders ... the Dome Creek guys. 

James: These were the hippies? 

Linda: The hippies yeah. Lots of ex-[inaudible??] Americans eh. 

Interview #38 Doug Frasier & Linda McFarlane July 24, 2000 2 



Doug: Well not a lot but there was a contingent. 

Linda: There was a guy who came from Prince George. His family grew up in 
Prince George and he was quite proud of that, Gary Cal. 

Doug: Actually there were 3 or 4 Prince George guys. Dan Nuery, Gary Cal, 
Jerry Sholtz. They were Dome Creek mountain boys. 

James: Did you live in Dome Creek as well? 

Linda: No. I'm just here for moral support. 

Doug: She met all my friends, all my hippie friends from Dome Creek. 

Linda: I've heard stories. 

James: So now why did you leave Dome Creek? 

Doug: Well, I lived there for 5 years and I guess the ... it mostly became economic 
reasons. I'd have to either work on the railroad, which was a fairly mind-numbing 
job being section hand on the railroad, and I mean I had a degree. I had 4 years of 
university and here I am swinging a spike hammer, which I mean I enjoyed it and 
I met some really interesting characters. Year after year it got a bit old. So it was 
either do that or I'd have to ... like I was also a carpenter. I'd have to go out and 
work someplace for 2-3 months and then come back. So it was mostly economic 
reasons. And I met a girl who wanted to become a hairdresser and she was from 
Toronto, Ontario so we moved back to Toronto so she could go to hairdressing 
school, and I could hopefully get my teaching degree. 

James: So the whole time you were in Dome Creek you worked on the 
railroad? 

Doug: Either as a carpenter, mostly section hand on the railroad. I lived in a place 
called Bend, which is the next stop west of Dome Creek. I lived there and I'd 
walk up a mile and a half to work everyday to Dome Creek and get the skier, ski 
up and down the tracks, shovel snow, and pound spikes. 

James: So how did you feel about moving, when you left Dome Creek? 

Doug: It's probably ... well I hated Toronto. Toronto was one of the lowest spots 
in my life. I ended up living in a place in Scarborough. They used to call it 
Scarberia and it truly was. I was always sad to leave Dome Creek. It was probably 
one of the high points of my life and it was some of the best people I ever met in 
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my entire life lived there. You know, both the old-timers and the new guys, the 
hippies. 

James: Now when you lived there, was there a hotel or a pub and things like 
that? 

Doug: When I moved there, it was mostly the remnants. There was still a general 
store there. Do you remember who the girl's name? It was Kay. 

Linda: No. And I'm still thinking about the realtor that you talked about. 

Doug: Kay Howe. A man named Howe owned the general store. I think it hadn't 
been but a few years since what everyone called ... and I don't know the real name 
of it, but they called it the Dine and Dance. It was some kind of a hotel or a bar or 
something there. But the main employment, like I said, was either the railroad or 
the highways department or you were a logger and there was a bit of farming 
going on there. Remember that guy's name? The biggest farm was in Kidd and I'll 
probably think of his name in a minute. He was a stone mason and he did a lot of 
the monuments, like in Jasper, all the stone work, like going in the park or the ... 

Linda: Those pyramid shaped ... 

Doug: Yeah. And he had a farm that was a fairly sizeable farm, a couple of 
hundred acres and he had black angus cows, and I think he was probably the only 
really bonafide ... you know, big time ranch and farming area. Everybody had a 
few cows and chickens. 

James: Subsistence farming 

Doug: Yeah. Every hippie had a goat and chicken and a couple of cats. He had a 
actual farm there. 

Linda: But there was a community hall and a school. 

Doug: Yeah, there was a community hall and school. 

Linda: Post office. 

Doug: Post office, Jimmy Miller ran the post office. 

Linda: A little general store. 

Doug: Yeah. 
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Linda: Catholic Church was there too [inaudible??] 

Doug: Nope, not while I was there. 

Linda: Not while you were there? 

Doug: I don't think so. 

James: What about things like electricity or ... 

Doug: There was no electricity and I don't remember when electricity first came 
to Dome Creek but there was none there in the early '70s when I first got there. 
People would 'have generators. And I don't believe electricity ever came to Bend 
until maybe mid 80s. 

Linda: I don't know. Is the electricity there now? 

Doug: I'm not sure. 

Linda: I don't know if electricity is there. 

James: In Bend? I don't know either. What about things like health services? 

Doug: There's an interesting story. I lived in Bend and there were a couple of kids 
living there and they'd string up a great big huge rope swing and they got up in the 
tree and they got it up there and they wanted me to test it out. And being a gullible 
person, I started to test it out. They said, "no, no. Get up on the stump and give it a 
really good swing". And being gullible and stupid I got up on that tree stump and 
swung out over this hill and I swung out about 20 feet, the rope broke and I went 
out 20 feet and down 20 feet. And I was quite fortunate that somebody had started 
to fall the tree that I'd hit and hadn't finished it. They'd put in the back cut but 
they didn't do the front cut. So when I hit it, I snapped the tree in half. It was 
about ... I don't know, it was only 3 or 4 inches diameter. I hit the ground and I 
think ... I broke one arm. I cut one ... I don't know if it was an artery or not. There 
was a lot of blood. And I crushed the disc in my back. And of course there was no 
medical service there at all. 

Linda: Nothing at all. There was some guy who knew first aid from highschool 
somewhere. 

Doug: They hauled me up with a bag and one of my friends ran to get his 
chainsaw and started cutting up scrap from the outhouse and a couple of poles to 
build a stretcher and they strapped me to the stretcher. And the handles were too 
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long so he bent down with his chainsaw and cut the handles down and I thought 
he was going to amputate. I had a bit of a panic attack. They strapped me into it 
and started off to town and to get to town you had to go through ... there was a 
walkway through a swamp down to the railroad tracks. Well halfway down to the 
tracks, they're going along this wooden plank and two of them step off and the 
other two stay there, and the two that stepped off are on one side. So they go 
down, the stretcher flips and they plant me face down in the swamp. They pulled 
me back out of the swamp, take me down to the railroad tracks. And the 
mosquitos were just fierce in Dome Creek. So they set me down on the railroad 
tracks and they start swatting mosquitos. Meanwhile, I'm getting eaten alive. 
Finally I complained about that and they take me off the tracks, over to this guy's 
to a field. And somebody comes and gets a tractor with ... they called it stone 
boats. They were basically like a land raft or something. It was a wooden thing 
with no wheels on it. They put me on that, strapped me on that ... pulled me across 
the strap ... or the plowed field to the river and unloaded me from the stone boat 
into a riverboat. Took me across the river, out of the river boat into the back of 
somebody's pickup truck and from there to McBride. 

Linda: Can you imagine? And in all that, you think "thank god you were as young 
as you were". Imagine? 

James: That's kind of funny is ... do you know what the next question is on 
the list here, were these adequate for community needs? Were the services 
adequate for community needs? 

Doug: Well I'm still here. I think if there was anything real serious, if you could 
find somebody that had mobile radio, like if you could find a logger, they might 
have been able to call in a helicopter. I don't know. 

Linda: But nothing like that ever happened when you were there. Like no big 
medical emergency where ... 

Doug: They'd get themselves to McBride. 

James: I shouldn't be laughing at the story right. As far as things like 
shopping, could you get perishables or other dry goods in Dome Creek or did 
you have to leave? 

Doug: We'd have to leave. I think you could get canned goods and hardware 
basically at that little store. They might have had some frozen stuff there. 

Linda: I remember someone telling a story one time about what great excitement 
it was when they came home from some shopping spree, the people that owned 
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the little store, and they had disposable diapers. It was just like gold in that 
community. All the young ... you know the hippie girls now start having babies. 
Oh my goodness, they had disposable diapers. It was wonderful. And then there 
were those environmental types who said, "oh humbug, who cares about 
disposable diapers. You should be out there scrubbing and washing diapers". 

Doug: I remember somebody from McBride once saying, "yeah, them damn 
hippies. They come to town about once every six months, buy 50 pounds of 
chicken feed and a case of beer and then you don't see them for another 6 
months". 

Linda: You used to take the train into Prince George. And then there was that 
Royal Produce that [name inaudible??] owned. 

Doug: Yup, Yipps grocery. There used to be .. . it was called a weigh freight and 
basically what it was was a local passenger train that ran between McBride and 
Prince George and they'd have a couple of boxcars and one passenger train and it 
would stop at all those little places that you've got on that map. And you could get 
on it in the morning and ride to Prince George, and then I think you took the 
passenger, the regular Via train back home. Or you waited a day or two and then 
came back on the weigh freight. And it was great because you could get on it and 
if you had a loaf of bread, fresh baked bread or a dozen eggs, you'd just give it to 
the conductor and he'd say "okay, well hop on". "Yeah, you're from Dome Creek, 
got my bread, got a pie". 

Linda: And he'd stop at Bend too. That was one of the bonuses right, because 
Doug lived in Bend and a lot of his work centred in Dome Creek. That meant 
crossing this darn trestle bridge across the Fraser River ... and that's a story in 
itself about getting across there and people getting stuck and the train's coming. 

Doug: I bought a logging horse once, for $50 bucks. That was the first sort of 
labour saving device we had. And we bought him in Dome Creek and we couldn't 
figure out how we were ever going to get this horse over into Bend. We didn't 
know if he could swim across or whether we could get him in a boat to take him 
across. And one day, the Catholic priest ... that was it, the Catholic priest came to 
town. He travelled around. The Catholic priest said, "well my boys, I'll lead him 
across the bridge for you". So the Catholic priest takes the horse and halter and he 
walked him across the trestle. That's how we got our house. 

Linda: Led by a man of God. 

James: Was there a school there at the time? 
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Doug: There was a school. It was K to 7 I guess. Probably the most I ever heard of 
going there would be up around 20. And I know they'd all start panicking when it 
got down around 10. They were afraid they were going to close it, and I read just 
this year they have decided to close it. 

James: This is the last year unless they can get more people in here somehow. 

Doug: But they faced closure many, many times. Actually you could always tell 
when they were in trouble because they'd go ... they've got a kid in Bend and 
they'd start looking for all the hippies living way back in the bush and say, "could 
you just come and register your kids?" 

James: Now were there any mills in the town at the time? 

Doug: There were no mills. There was ... what was Hal's neighbour's name? The 
old guy that has all those sweaters. 

Linda: You're forgetting these names here Mr. Frasier. That was Mrs. Denetter. 
She used to make me these beautiful sweaters. 

Doug: Anyway he had ... there were a couple of one man mills. He had one for 
sure and he cut like ties or he'd cut lumber for local people. Wasn't Jack was it? It 
was ... 

Linda: Jack, yeah. 

James: What were some of the most pleasant aspects about living in Dome 
Creek? 

Doug: Just the freedom and the wilderness. And walking to work was always ... at 
least walking home from work was always a treat because you'd always see 
something, bears or moose or quite often the wolves would follow you home and 
you could hear them. They'd just be running circles around you. They didn't know 
what you were and they'd be running all around and howling at the moon and 
they'd get quite close. I remember one night I was walking home and the wolves 
were just all around me. It must have been a pack of 10-15 wolves and they were 
just howling and howling and I remember walking along - or skiing along - I 
remember skiing along and I kept telling myself "remember there's never been a 
proven wolf attack in British Columbia, so don't panic". And as I came across this 
field, I stepped on a ptarmigan underneath the snow. [makes sound imitating 
ptarmigan], blew up at my face and I thought I was dead. 

James: What about negative aspects of living out there? 
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Doug: I suppose the only negative aspect to me would be knowing that it was sort 
of a dream and you didn't have the tools to make it last forever. You know, I 
wasn't a logger and I wasn't a farmer and there was no like real industry there that 
you could sustain yourself with. To me it was always ... you know some place 
you'd like to live forever but you knew in your heart that it wouldn't last forever. 
There was always a bit of friction between the old-timers and the hippies, I guess, 
but I think it was more good natured than anything. The old-timers would bitch 
about the hippies and then they'd have a party at the community hall and you'd 
go outside and you'd see all the old-timers passing a bottle of whiskey one way 
and the young timers passing a joint the other way. Everybody would be just 
having a party. 

James: Did you notice much separation between rich and poor residents? 

Doug: No, I wouldn't say at all to me. Not in Dome Creek, no. 

Linda: Rich and poor in Dome Creek? You never noticed any difference between 
you and Collins, the acting mayor? 

Doug: I think the only ... probably the only difference would be that if you were 
poor you were drinking home brew and you rolled your own cigarettes and if you 
were rich, you had store bought beer and store bought cigarettes. 

James: At that time, did the town have any community get-togethers? 

Doug: Oh yeah, they'd have baseball games and community picnics. 

Linda: And dances. 

Doug: Dances, yeah. They'd have dances in the community hall. Christmas it was 
always a big, big celebration or a big event because the school would put on the 
Christmas play and people would walk for miles in snowshoes or whatever they 
had to do to get there to watch all the kids put on their Christmas play. 

James: Now at the time, were there many women who worked outside the 
home in Dome Creek? 

Doug: I don't know. I wouldn't say so. I don't know if I knew of any. There were 
... I believe someone told me once that Myra Hooker was the first certified big 
game guide or female big game guide in British Columbia. I'm not sure if that's 
true but I've heard that. 

James: She actually said that. She wasn't sure either. There might have been 
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someone before her so she doesn't really know. 

Doug: What did Dee do? 

Linda: Dee? Well Karen worked for the railroad. 

Doug: Yeah, sorry. Karen Birch worked for the railroad. She worked as a 
dispatcher. 

Linda: And the lady who bought your cabin worked as a nurse in McBride. 

Doug: Yeah, that's true. That was a little bit later but yeah. So as a general rule 
no, but there were some exceptions. 

James: Now were there things like women's groups in ... 

Doug: Oh they might have quilting bees or something, I suppose. 

Linda: The women? 

Doug: Yeah. They were informal and they'd get together and do like canning or 
baking or something. 

James: How about men's groups? 

Doug: No there weren't any formal groups. 

James: Now was there ever a big migration in Dome Creek while you were 
there? 

Doug: The hippies coming was probably the biggest migration in Dome Creek. 

James: Do you remember how they were basically treated in the town? 

Doug: Well at first I guess, they were sorted treated as sort of a curiosity and then 
there was a little bit of antagonism, as I said, but nothing major. All their kids 
were leaving town and here were all these young people showed up. I mean they 
were young people and they were outsiders but they were never discriminated 
against eh. And later they went to work for all the old time loggers and they 
became the new work force for the forest industry, basically. 

James: Do you remember any racial or ethnic tension when you lived in 
Dome Creek? Or was there a lot of visible minorities at all? 
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Doug: Well there were a few natives that worked on the railroad. I guess that 
would be it. 

James: Do you know how they were treated in the town? 

Linda: I don't think they bothered them, they were just red neck old loggers .. 

Doug: They were just rednecks like everybody else. No there was no ... none that 
I'm aware of. 

James: You moved on to Upper Fraser then. I guess you can both participate 
in this one then. 

Doug: Actually you might want to check into this. There was a reunion. When 
was that Linda? '89, the Dome Creek Crossroads, reunion of '89. You might 
want to take copies. Actually this is the guy you should probably contact. His 
name was Ken Quinn and he's the one that organized this reunion. It was for 
everybody. It was like for the old-timers, the hippies, for everybody. 

Linda: And he was one of the hippies that came in and stayed. Now he's one of 
the established older young new families. 

James: Well I interviewed him and Donna actually. 

Linda: Did you? Yeah? They're fun eh? 

James: Are there many hippies still in the area? 

Linda: Well Quinns are still there and Kenny Strimer is still in Bend and that's 
[inaudible??] be out for two or three days. It went into Bend. 

Doug: Gary Cal who owned the Dome Diner moved to Alberta. Do you want to 
see any pictures? 

James: Sure, why not. I'd love to. I'll stop the tape for a second so you can 
show me some pictures. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

James: Round two of your east line life eh? What is the thing you remember 
most about the time you spent in Upper Fraser? 

Doug: Probably teaching school there. I started teaching there, I think it was in '80 
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or '81. I taught grades 3,4 and 5. The thing I probably remember most was 
teaching in a classroom that had a bank of windows about 30-40 feet long that 
looked out on the Fraser River and it wasn't the Cariboos ... I can't remember the 
name of that ... MacGregor's I guess it would have been. And all the kids loved it. 
We'd be doing our lessons and all of a sudden a kid would tum around and say, 
"Mr. Frasier, Mr. Frasier, there's a moose on the river", so we'd all stop our 
lessons and tum around and watch the moose walk up and down the river for 5 
minutes. Everybody would get a break and then we'd go back to reading, writing 
and arithmetic. It was excellent. 

James: It sounds like it. So now, you moved there. sorry when again? 

Doug: Probably would have been '80, '81. 

James: Now you moved there to work? 

Doug: Yeah, that was my .. .. Like I said, I'd been in Toronto and Linda and I 
moved from Toronto and she had a job in Alberta, stayed there for a year and then 
she got a job in Cold Lake, Alberta and they offered me a job in Upper Fraser, so 
we sort of split up for a year and she went to Cold Lake and I went to Upper 
Fraser. And then after a year she came to Upper Fraser to live. 

James: Now when you moved there, do you remember the approximate 
population? 

Doug: Again, that would be a guess but I guess 300, 3-400. 

Linda: Yeah, they had 125 kids at school at one time. 

Doug: Yeah, when I started there, there was 125 kids at the school. It was a big 
school. 

James: Was there a highschool there at the time? 

Doug: No, they had to take the bus to .... Well did they take the bus to town or did 
they take correspondence originally? 

Linda: They went to town. 

Doug: They rode a bus to town. 

James: At that time was the population mostly young, families? 
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Doug: Yeah, I would say young mill workers basically between 20 and 40. 

James: Single people or families? 

Linda: No, families. 

Doug: They had a bunkhouse there, I believe, for single guys. No I don't 
remember ... I think they just closed that bunkhouse as we got there. 

Linda: When we moved there. 

Doug: But originally they had a bunkhouse there ... 

Linda: With single guys and then families started moving in, right? They built 
those houses. 

Doug: Yeah, then they started building houses for families. 

Linda: And serviced lots for trailers to move into. So it got to be more ... 

James: So was it a transient population there? 

Linda: Yeah. 

Doug: There was a core of people who lived there for a long time but around ... 
but then most of it was fairly transient. If they owned a house, they were there for 
awhile, or a trailer, but if they lived in the bunkhouse or company house, they 
were transient. 

James: Now when did you leave? 

Doug: 1985 I believe. 

James: What brought you out? 

Linda: 1986. 

Doug: About 1986. Well there was several reasons. Linda was commuting from ... 

Linda: The teacherage ... 

Doug: Upper Fraser, the teacherage in Upper Fraser to College Heights. 
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James: Oh a long way. That's a long drive. 

Linda: Everyday. But I was getting all these temporary contracts. Sometimes I 
would have to go in only every other day. Oh it was just murderous. And the first 
year that I did it, the road, like the Upper Fraser Road off highway 16 into 
Upper Fraser wasn't paved. Then they paved it the second year and that was a big 
bonus. So then I did it 3 more years after that for a total of five. 

Doug: Right. And then a couple of things happened. I was teaching 2 grades at 
once. I didn't mind that at all, but then in '85 /'86, the population started 
dropping off drastically. And they were going to lay off a teacher and they said I'd 
have to start teaching 3 grades at a time. They said "who wants to be declared 
surplus" and I said "you can declare me surplus" and we figured well we'll move 
and I' 11 still have a contract and we could ... we'd look for a job for Linda, some 
place she could teach French and then I could just get a job ... because they owed 
me a job. 

Linda: Well it said in the contract that he had to keep the employment positions. 

James: So where did you move to? 

Doug: Mackenzie. 

James: How did you feel about the move to Mackenzie? 

Doug: Well believe it or not, the biggest sort of impression was culture shock. Oh 
it's a big city. 

Linda: In two days we were in the mall and two grocery stores. 

Doug: And a movie theatre and a laundromat. And I think there was a stop light. 

Linda: And no driving. That was my big thing because there was no driving. 

James: Now where did you live in proximity of say the mill in Upper Fraser? 

Doug: I lived right across ... when I was in Upper Fraser? 

James: Yeah. 

Doug: Yeah, I lived right across the street from it. You could look out of the 
window of the teacherage - which is right next to the school - you could look 
across the highway there ... or across the railroad and that was the log yard. 
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Linda: When it was really, really, full you could see the logs but most times we 
were enough at the end of the log yard, you couldn't see the logs. We could just 
see the river and the mills which was ... oh it was beautiful. It was really, really 
nice. Pretty little wooden teacherages. 

James: Did you have neighbours close by? 

Linda: Well we lived on the school yard and the neighbours are way ... no they 
were back in town. 

Doug: They were a block away. 

Linda: Yeah about a block ... well a block away was the community hall and about 
2 blocks away started the .... Well no, maybe a block. 

Doug: A block yeah. 

James: Now were there many changes in the layout of the town over the 
years you lived there? Did you see many changes? 

Linda: We did. Well I think I did. Yeah, the ... originally when we got there the 
school was small. We had 2 little portable classrooms. They took those away and 
they built an additional 2 classrooms and a full size gym onto the school. 

Doug: No, a half size gym. 

Linda: Yeah, onto the school. 

Doug: And Northwood paid for most of that [inaudible??]. They had a mutual 
disagreement. 

James: I'm going to stop the tape here. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

James: So now was there a hotel and a ... 

Doug: There was a post office, there was a general store again, and I believe that 
was the only businesses there, was that right? 

Linda: Yeah, post office and general store. 

Doug: So for entertainment, what we'd do is like Friday after school, well my first 
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year I didn't do anything but teach school. I'd be there til 11:00 at night, 7 days a 
week. But once I actually learned how to teach school, Friday night we'd all pile 
into the car and we'd go to Sinclair Mills. 

Linda: Oh it was [inaudible??] town now. 

Doug: In Sinclair Mills there was a German guy, Erwin Stoll who ... I think he's 
on the regional board for that area. 

Linda: Yeah, he's [inaudible??] to the regional district still. 

Doug: And he had bought a loghouse from I believe Northwood or from 
somebody but it was a bunkhouse. Not a loghouse but a bunkhouse. And he put a 
bar and a hotel in it so we'd all drive to Sinclair Mills, have dinner. 

Linda: Eat at Irwin's restaurant right there. 

Doug: If you called him up and say "we'll be there next Friday. I would like 2 
steaks medium rare", he'd go to town and buy them and get ready to cook them up 
for you. And he made just the most amazing onion soup in the world. We'd go 
there and have dinner and then I think he had ... no he didn't have a juke box. He 
had a tape recorder. You could bring your own music or listen to his and dance to 
it. 

Linda: Little dance floor there. 

Doug: Whoop it up in the Malamute Saloon there. 

James: You said there was a community hall in Upper Fraser? 

Linda: In Upper Fraser, yeah. They didn't use that hall much except dances and 
ah ... 

Doug: Dances also. We had a ball team and that was the big one. The ball team 
would throw a dance ... I guess a dance or a party, at the end of the ball season and 
then of course the school would always be there at Christmas to put on their 
Christmas pageant, before we got the gym. There might have been a couple of 
weddings there or receptions. 

James: Was there a church in Upper Fraser? 

Doug: No, but let us tell you. There's something UNBC should get involved in. 
There was a Catholic church in Aleza Lake and it was the most gorgeous little 
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building. It was just a little church maybe the size of ... oh I don't know, maybe 
twice the size of our living room here where we're sitting. You know, it's all 
made out of wood and it was sitting back and I think the railway museum at one 
time tried to save it but to my knowledge, nobody's pulled it out of the woods yet 
and it's a piece of history. 

James: It's still there. 

Doug: Is it? 

James: Yeah, I've passed it a few times. 

Doug: It's a piece of history and somebody should do something. 

James: With it and save it. So people, if they wanted to go to church, they'd 
go back to Aleza Lo.ke area? 

Doug: You'll have to ask someone because I was never in it. I'm not sure that they 
held regular services there. 

James: Now as far as things like health services again ... 

Doug: It was still drive to Prince George. 

James: Was there a general store? 

Doug: There was a general store and it was right at the entrance to the mill yard 
and I can't remember the name of the people that owned it but again, it was dry 
goods and hardware and stuff like that. 

James: Now you said there was the one school there ... 

Doug: Nope, I think her name might have been Missouran or something like that. 
I'm not sure. You'll have to ask someone else. I'm sorry. 

James: That's alright. You said there was one school there? 

Doug: Yeah, the elementary school was there and like Linda said, they had two 
portables and they had the main part of the school that had 4 classrooms in it and 
then in about mid ... around '83 there somewhere, they got rid of the two portables 
and built a new addition that had a library and a couple more classrooms and a 
half size gym. And the gym was paid for partially by Northwood. 
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James: Now did the school throw any activities for the children? 

Doug: Oh yeah. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

James: Do you remember any of the activities that the school would put on or 
the people in the town would put on for the kids? 

Linda: The Upper Fraser school? 

James: Yeah. 

Doug: Yeah, we used to have bingos. Do you remember the bingos we threw? 

Linda: Bingos yeah. 

Doug: And that was to raise money for the school. We had sports days and 
everybody would come for the sports days. We had ... we put on concerts, 
Christmas concerts and I think we put on a spring concert once. 

Linda: Did you get into, at the end, the parent appreciation teas and stuff like that? 

Doug: No, you tell about that. I forgot about that. 

Linda: That's what I thought they were. I did a stint as the kindergarten teacher in 
that school. 

James: At the Upper Fraser school? 

Doug: Yeah. 

Linda: I think it was what?, 3 months. It was about the scariest thing in my life. If 
you can imagine eh, highschool trained teaching kindergarten. Pretty wild eh. 

Doug: There's something I remember about teaching school in Upper Fraser. The 
mosquitos. They would come into the classroom and the height of mosquito 
season, there might be 100 mosquitos in your classroom. Just wild! 

Linda: Big tall windows too and it used to ... but beautiful big windows. 

Doug: And to try and teach a lesson when you hear this [slapping sound], slap, 
slap, slap. 

Interview #38 Doug Frasier & Linda McFarlane July 24, 2000 18 



Linda: There's 3 and 4 right there. 

Doug: You couldn't get mad because you were slapping too. 

James: Now do you remember what social life was like for say, the teenagers 
in the town? 

Doug: Pretty destitute for the teenagers in town. 

Linda: Teenagers tended to go into ... like they'd begged their parents to go into 
Prince George. People used Prince George for their centre a lot, Friday nights ... 
they'd be paid every two weeks. They'd go to Prince George, shop at the 
Overwaitee, used Prince George a lot. 

Doug: In the summer time there was always Amenito Lake. There'd be picnics up 
there. It was a little forestry campground park and the community association, I 
believe, built a wharf there and some picnic tables. So they had a bit of a social 
life there, but not a lot. 

James: Now where did most people work when you lived in Upper Fraser? 

Linda: Right behind the town at the mill. Was that a sawmill? 

Doug: A few people worked on the railroad. 

Linda: Mostly Aleza Lake people worked on the railroad. Yeah, they were 
sawmill workers there. 

James: Was it the one mill there in town? 

Linda: Yeah. 

James: And that was Northwood who owned it? 

Linda: Northwood, yeah. 

James: And you said there was some bunkhouses there at one time. Now this 
was for the men and women who worked in the mill? 

Linda: Just the men. 

Doug: It started off. .. it was for single men. They'd get a job in the mill, get on the 
green chain, sort of bottom rung of the ladder and they'd move into the bunkhouse 
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and live there. And then either leave and go someplace else to work or sometimes 
they'd work their way up in the company and then they'd meet a girl or something 
and buy a house. 

James: So this was a company owned bunkhouse then? 

Doug: Yeah. 

James: Do you know what the quality was like in them? 

Doug: I don't think I was ever in ... 

Linda: I don't think we were ever in there. It was either the year we came or the 
year after, they demolished them. 

Doug: But the whole town was company owned. I'm not sure that there was any 
private property in Upper Fraser. Maybe the store, maybe a couple of people 
owned their own lots, but mostly it was company owned. 

James: Do you remember what the company houses were like? 

Doug: Well they had 2 genres of company housing. Right up on the very top of 
the hill, along the hill, there were these new bungalows they built and there was 
what?, probably a dozen of them. They were on both sides of the street though 
weren't they? Maybe a dozen. 

James: Three bedroom did you say? 

Linda: Three bedroom bungalows. Oh that was high class living eh. They called it 
living on the top row. 

Doug: And about the white hats. Remember, the white hats lived up on the top. 

Linda: And they were split between management and worker. 

Doug: And the workers all lived in ... and these are old, old, company houses. Old 
wooden company houses or trailers. 

James: So obviously there was a real division between rich and poor then? 

Doug: Well they all mixed but ... 

Linda: No, not much. 
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Doug: They all knew each other, let's put it that way. And they'd probably mix at 
community functions. But you were always aware of who lived on the top row. 

Linda: And nobody associated with the school teachers because school teachers 
just came and left and they were very pretentious. 

Doug: They were transient. 

Linda: Yeah, they were different from the sawmill workers or the management. 

Doug: White collar. We got to be fairly famous because we stayed there five years 
or so. After 5 years we pretty well could go anywhere in the town. 

James: So you were accepted in the community then? 

Doug: Oh yeah. 

James: Now when you were there, do you remember any strikes and things 
like that? 

Doug: No, I don't recall any strikes. I think there was one but I don't have any 
memories of that. 

Linda: See it never affected us. 

Doug: Well my first year of teaching there, like I said, I'd start at 8 in the morning 
and stay in the school and work until 5, go home and eat, come back at 6, stay 
there til 11 :00 at night and do that 7 days a week. The first year I knew nothing 
when I went on into that town. Second year was a little bit better and by the third 
year, I could work reasonable hours and have a social life. I got to know a lot of 
the people. 

James: So what were some of the most pleasant aspects, for the two of you, 
living in Upper Fraser? 

Linda: The isolation. 

James: Did you like the isolation? 

Linda: I loved the isolation, I did. And I liked being the very last residents in the 
whole ... 

[end of side one] 
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Linda: ... as I was driving back and forth. 

Doug: I thought you were much more socially active back then. 

James: What about the negative aspects of living in Upper Fraser? 

Linda: The fly ash. 

Doug: The fly ash. 

Linda: The fly ash was horrible. 

Doug: I remember when I was living in Dome Creek ... 

Linda: From that burner cone, you know. He showed you that picture of the 
burner cone, oh .... 

Doug: I lived in Dome Creek and I'd take the weigh freight and as it would go by, 
you'd see where people had ridden skidoos afterwards and there'd just be these 
black tracks on the snow. I don't know what happened, whether it pressed the fly 
ash into the snow and it stayed there or what. And the people that owned houses 
across from that burner, in the spring they'd get out their shovels and literally 
shovel the fly ash off their front yard. 

James: No kidding. That's definitely a negative aspect. 

Linda: Yeah, the fly ash was horrible. 

James: Did many women work outside the home in ... 

Doug: Yeah, they worked in the mill. 

Linda: Some of them worked in the mill, but not many Doug, I don't think. Do 
you? 

Doug: Probably not a lot. 

Linda: A lot of them were housewives. They raised their kids and ... 

Doug: Housewives or they worked in the mill. 

Linda: I remember they went for coffee - ing a lot. Like that was the kind of 
community where the ladies went to coffee - ing to this house with their kids. 
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James: I thought you said coughing. It's so strange eh. I guess my mind's still 
in the fly ash there. Did the sawmill play any roles in the community's get
togethers at all? 

Doug: They'd throw a party once a year. They threw a Christmas bash too. 

Linda: They had Christmas and didn't they have a picnic or something in the 
summer? 

Doug: Yeah, I think so. 

Linda: That Northwood put on. 

Doug: And like we said, they supplied money to build the gym and they probably 
supplied the money to build the dock in Amenito Lake. They supplied ... I don't 
know if they supplied the money to put in that satellite system or not. I would 
guess they had to. 

Linda: Yes. That was the community association and Northwood shared the 
project. 

Doug: They bought a satellite receiving dish and cable and piped HBO in 
everybody's house. 

Linda: Do you think it was a fairly tight community or not? Like if you look at it 
in retrospect and someone asked you, was that a close knit community? 

Doug: Well compared to Mackenzie, yes. Compared to ... yeah I think it was a 
little more close knit than Dome Creek. There's a lot of cliques in Dome Creek. I 
sort of remember Upper Fraser as one big happy family, but then I was sort of at 
the nexus of all of it. By the time ... after 5 years, I probably could have ran for 
mayor for the place. 

Linda: Have you been there to Upper Fraser? 

James: Yeah. 

Linda: I was there just a couple of weeks ago and it was the first time I'd been 
there since ... 

James: They closed down the townsite. 

Linda: It was just wild. 
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James: I'd never saw it before so I had no real ... first time I went through, I 
went down to Longworth in the spring and that's as far as my car would go, 
let me get down there. 

Doug: Upper Fraser, you should probably talk to Ray and Della Lee. 

Linda: And they Ii ve in Aleza La.ke. 

James: Oh Raymond Lee? Sorry. We interviewed him. 

Doug: Peterson. I don't know if he's still around or not. 

Linda: I think he's in Prince George. 

Doug: He had 4 girls that I taught. 

James: Do you know his first name? 

Linda: Her name was Glenda Peterson and I don't even know what his was. 

Doug: I can't remember his name and she was killed in the sawmill. 

James: She was killed in the sawmill? 

Linda: The wife. 

Doug: The wife. 

James: Glenda? 

Linda: No, Shirley Peterson was her name. What was his name, the man, Mr. 
Peterson. 

Doug: The daughter's were Glenda and Linda and [inaudible??]. She was killed 
in ... actually that was part of the last time I was in Upper Fraser, when would 
that have been Linda? 

Linda: I know an Upper Fraser name for you, if you're looking for some, is Ken 
Howse. 

Doug: Yeah, he'd know a lot of stories. 

James: Now he lives ... 
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Linda: He lives in Prince George. 

Doug: Anyway, that was the last time I was there, was sort of the late '80s and 
Shirley Peterson was killed in the sawmill and I went there for a service or a 
wake. And the other person you should talk to was a lady who was a principal 
there and she's still in Prince George and her name is Barb Osten. 

Linda: And it's 0-s-t-e-n. 

James: And she's teaching now? 

Linda: Yeah. She's at Shady Valley Elementary. 

Doug: And she sort of knows the latter half of the history or the closing parts of 
the school history. She wasn't the last principal but I think she was there when 
they were down to 20 or 30 kids and she would know all the names of all the 
pupils. 

James: Now when you were there, was there a large number of single men in 
the community? 

Doug: No, I would say by the time we were there that it was mostly married 
couples because they closed down the bunkhouse. I guess they'd automated to the 
point where they didn't need a whole lot of single men. Now there was another ... 
I think there was another bunkhouse in MacGregor wasn't there? For their woods 
division. It was all the guys that were actually all cutting down trees. 

Linda: Yeah, there was a big bunkhouse in MacGregor, yes. 

Doug: It was probably lots of single guys. 

Linda: Yeah, that's where the single guys go. There he is, Ken Howse, 2384 
Jasper. 

James: Now were there many single parent families in the community? 

Doug: No. 

James: Was there a woman's group or support group or a place where 
women got together? 

Linda: Each other's houses, every weekday morning. 
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James: So this is the coffee-ing. 

Doug: Yeah the coffee club. 

James: Was there a place where men would get together, or a men's club? 

Doug: No. Sinclair Mills. 

Linda: Because of the social life. 

James: Now were there babysitting services or daycares in the town of Upper 
Fraser at all? 

Linda and Doug: No. 

James: Where did most people come from who lived in Upper Fraser? 

Linda: Typically they were Albertan, Saskatchewan labourers. That's what I 
remember. Either Alberta, Saskatchewan. 

Doug: Weren't there a couple of places where they went back and forth from other 
mills? 

Linda: And do you remember there was awhile there, there was about 2 or 3 East 
Indian families that were there. That didn't last very long. They lived there quite 
short and then moved on to Prince George. 

James: How were they accepted in the community? 

Linda: It was my first time I think I really came up against people openly 
prejudiced. I think that's my own naivety. They'd say "All those Hindus". I'd say 
"Oh my goodness, I didn't think there were ... They appear to me ... " as a 
Torontonian urbanite, you know," ... they appear to be Sikhs to me". "Oh they're 
just Hindus". And they wouldn't call them by their name. They'd just call them 
the Hindus. I was quite shocked by that. But anyway, it was okay for me to be 
shocked because I was a school teacher that just sort of bounced in and out and I 
lived with Doug. 

James: Did they have a separate place in the community that they lived? In a 
separate spot in the community? 

Linda: Yup. 
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James: Oh really? 

Linda: Well they lived in their own homes, and I think there were 3 of them 
together. They were very close in their little enclave. Like their homes were close 
together. Maybe 2 or 3 of them that were ... 

Doug: I don't remember teaching any of their children. 

Linda: No, I think they were just young .... Maybe they had 2 boys but there was ... 
babies, but never any children at the school. There may have been kids. 

Doug: As soon as they made their money, they'd move on to Prince George. It 
was a little bit too isolated or something, or maybe it was the prejudice. I don't 
know. I would guess it was the isolation. 

James: There was visible sort of aggression towards them? 

Doug: I don't know if I'd go so far as say aggression but there was verbal... 

Linda: There was a lot of verbal aggression towards them, even from the men that 
worked in the mill. They always made sort of slight comments about them when 
they would work. And "gee how can they hardly ... ". Like I said, it was the first 
time I really met with open hostility against another people. "How can they hire 
this guy, they can't even speak English. They just speak in Hindu". 

Doug: And fear they're going to take our jobs, or take the jobs that our kids would 
like or something like that. 

James: Were there any other visible minorities in the community? 

Doug: Well there were a few natives. Ken Howse was a native. He could tell you 
part of that. 

James: Do you remember any of the names of the Sikh people at all? 

Doug: Bakar [inaudible??] 

Linda: I remember was ... Barb will also tell you, wasn't Pamar, wasn't there 
another Pamar in Upper Fraser? Barb Osten would know. 

Doug: Because some of them did eventually go to the school didn't they, or not? 

Linda: I can't remember. 
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Doug: She would know. 

James: Now was there any other foreign groups, immigrant groups that came 
into Upper Fraser while you were there? 

Doug: No, like I said, the East Indians and the Canadian Indians. John 
Massouran who's now at Cold Lake or some place in Saskatchewan. Ken 
Howse. Raymond Lee. 

Linda: And what were the boys that ... 

Doug: The Boise's. I think their last name was Boise. 

Linda: Yeah, and the ones that started with "s". 

James: The Boise, they live in Prince George now? 

Doug: Oh Bear Lake. There's one at Bear Lake. Upper Fraser moved them back 
and forth. 

Linda: Was there? 

Doug: I think so. That's where the Boises were from. I don't know where they 
moved to. I think they moved back to Bear Lake. Now where they went from 
there .... 

Linda: There's this little native kid. His last name started with an S. He was the 
cutest little thing. 

Doug: The one who was in my Christmas play that was the dog in the family. 
Terry something. And I think that was a single parent family, wasn't it? Did he 
have a Dad? I don't remember that? 

Linda: There were native Indians that ... yeah, native Indians, East Indians and 
then the prairie people. That's my recollection of it, yeah. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add about either living ... the both 
of you in Upper Fraser or Dome Creek, to put in the archives? Well you 
missed the first question, what is your most memorable experience of living 
in Upper Fraser? 

Linda: Leaving. 
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James: Really, why? 

Linda: Well my most memorable experience of living there was where I lived. It 
was an outrageous place living in that little wooden teacherage on the Upper 
Fraser River, it was ... 

Doug: It was a gorgeous teacherage. I'd get up in the morning and I'd walk to the 
living room and I'd pour myself a cup of coffee and I'd stand in front of a picture 
window, looking out on the Fraser River and the MacGregors. And then I'd get 
dressed and walk 10 steps and go to work. 

James: Perfect. 

Doug: But she'd get in the car and drive 100 miles. A little strain there especially 
when supper was done when she got home. 

Linda: Yeah, or when he got home. 

Doug: Some things never change. 

James: Is there anything you'd like to ask me? 

Doug: Yeah, can you let us know when this all gets put together in some sort of 
combined form. Let us know how we can get it. 

James: Okay. 

Doug: All our old friends are in there and we've lost track of lots of them. 

Linda: It's neat to know that some of the people that we've mentioned that you're 
talking to, that you're in contact with. There's different fellows doing different 
areas then, is there? 

James: Well they've got me going right through. I've been in Sinclair Mills. 
I've been in Upper Fraser. I've been in Aleza Lake, Newlands, Giscome, 
Shelley. Yeah, I've been right through. 

Doug: There's somebody else you should talk to. Shelly Mann from New/ands. 

James: And she lives ... 

Linda: She lives in Prince George. She's an old old time New/ands person. 
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Doug: Her grandfather was one of the original loggers in all of the whole Prince 
George area, for certainly that whole Giscome area, and they named that Harold 
Mann park, right on Eaglet Lake. That's named after him, and she could 
probably tell you some stories about that. 

James: I stopped there a couple of times. 

Linda: It's pretty there too. 

Doug: And she was a school teacher. I taught with her. 

Linda: She was at Blackbum ... the last time we heard from her, she was at 
Blackbum Elementary. But you know, I wanted to say to you that a couple of 
weeks ago, when I went, I just made it my mission to go to Upper Fraser. It was 
one of the weirdest experiences of my life to be in there. They didn't leave a stick 
there. It's nothing. 

James: The ball diamond, that's it. Yeah, the ball diamond fence is still up. 

Linda: And the school, it's boarded up. Some of the windows were broken. My 
brother was with me and he works at Lakewood Junior and he said, "oh my God, 
there's a book cart in there. You can't get book carts there. I want that book cart. 
Let's go, let's go". 

Doug: That was a wonderful school because when we started out, it was built to 
have supplies and everything for 130 kids. Well after the first year, it dropped 
down to maybe 80, first year I was there, so if you wanted it, it was there. A class 
set of snowshoes, a class set of microscopes, a class set of this, whatever. It was in 
that school. It was the best school I ever taught in in my life. And it had windows 
in it and it was the best teaching experience of my life, I think. 

Linda: Best teaching experience of my life. Oh my God, I feel like I should take 
out the pipe and slippers. 

James: I'll turn the tape off. 

[end of interview] 

Transcribed by: 
Corrected by: 

Interview #38 

Regine Halseth 
James Squissato 

Date: August 8, 2000 
Date: September 26, 2000 

Doug Frasier & Linda McFarlane July 24, 2000 30 



Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Doug Frasier and Linda McFarlane 
Box 1897 
Mackenzie, B.C. 
VOJ 2CO 

Dear Doug and Linda: 

October 4, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with James for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



Doug Frazier and Linda Mcfarlane: Summary 
Interviewed on 07 /24/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Frazier moved from Denver, Colorado to Dome Creek in 1971, and remained in 
Dome Creek until 1976. The population of Dome Creek was approximately 100 people. 
During his time in Dome Creek, he worked for the CNR, as well as a position as a part
time carpenter. Mr. Frazier considers himself to be part of the 'back to the lander' 
movement that took place during the late 60s and early 70s in Dome Creek. What he 
remembers most about living in Dome Creek was the isolation, not for what it lacked, but 
rather because it offered freedom and peace by living in the wilderness. 

Mr. Frazier lived in Toronto between 1977-1980 before returning to B.C. to live in 
Upper Fraser in 1980. He remained in the Upper Fraser until 1986. The population of 
Upper Fraser was roughly between 300-400 people. During his time in Upper Fraser, he 
was employed as a teacher. The school enrolment was about 120 children. Mr. Frazier 
stated that the Upper Fraser school was an excellent facility. While living in Upper 
Fraser, Mrs. Mcfarlane and Mr. Frazier enjoyed the freedom of living in a rural setting 
surrounded by wilderness. 

Mrs. Mcfarlane is Mr. Frazier's partner, and consequently lived in Upper Fraser 
during the same time period. She worked in Prince George as a teacher, and made the 
hour commute each day. She stated that this became quite difficult after a while. 

They couple stated that the only negative aspect of living in Upper Fraser was the fly 
ash from the beehive burner. They also mentioned that there was some racist tension 
directed towards the small Sikh population in Upper Fraser. This interview went well as 
both participants were easy to speak with. 

Additional Contacts 

Ken Howse in P.G. 
Barb Osten in P. G 
Shelly Mann in P.G. 
Lawrence Mann in P.G. 


