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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Mr. and Mrs. McNaughton 
General Delivery 
Dunster, B.C. 
VOJ lJO October 16th, 2002 

Subject: Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project Transcripts 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. McNaughton: 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of a transcript from your interview with the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. We apologize for the delay in getting this copy to you. There was a lack of 
funding that caused delays in the progress of this project. We appreciate your patience and we thank 
you again for your interest in this project. We have very much enjoyed meeting so many people with 
ties to communities along the upper Fraser River. It has been very interesting learning from the stories 
people have told us. We hope to stay working on the history of these communities for many years to 
come. 

If you have any questions, comments, or additional changes to this transcript, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at: (250) 960-5320 or by e-mail: halseth@unbc.ca. 

Greg Halseth, Ass r 
Geography Program 
University of North~rn British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Upper Fraser Historical Geography Website: http://web.unbc.ca/upperfraser 



The McNaughtons: Summary 
Interviewed on 06/26/00 

By J runes Squissato 

In 1920, Mr. McNaughton moved to Dunster with his family when he was 3 
months old. Mrs. McNaughton moved to Dunster in 1946, which was the year they got 
married. Mr. McNaughton stated that Dunster was very dependent upon the railway. He 
recalls making 'Pit Props' used in the Second World War. Mr. McNaughton owned a mill 
with his partner Mr. Haan from 1947-1960. After this, he becrune a dairy farmer. Mr. 
McNaughton stated that Sig Harstad, the owner of the largest mill in McBride area, kept 
the town going during tough times. 

The McNaughtons stated that the Dunster area is the most beautiful place they 
have ever seen and would not have lived anywhere else. The interview went well as both 
the McNaughtons and myself were relaxed. 

Additional Contacts 

Bob Beeson in V alemount 566-4277 
Dale Hauer 566-4608 in V alemount owned a mill in Tete J aune Cache 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry . The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the e w ryday lives of people who hcd and workeu in the!-ie communities. 

Name of Participant:"S\._-....- \-\.c-, \. );:............ cO~ ~ 

Place of interview: §)c,,,..,...D ~ ~ 

Mailing Address of Participant 
s 

Date : -----------------------

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project. my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio. 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps. calendars. timelines. genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

I. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings. transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 



.. 

perm1ss1on to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

·.: ... 

Signattifr.ot' Participant Date 

I agree to the use of infonnation I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature( s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-668-+ (correct extension will be inserted 

here). Mv name is "S, ':x. \..u..:'~'bJ..o (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be . ~ 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 429 

Mr. and Mrs. McNaughton 
General Deli very 
Dunster, B.C. 
VOJ lJO 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. McNaughton: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Dunster with you. Thank-you for taking the 
time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser 
Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, 
as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was particularly 
informative to hear recollections of owning the mill with Mr. Haan. Your additional 
contacts for this project are also greatly appreciated. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 



Interview #72 Mr. and Mrs. McNaughton June 26, 2000 

James: I'm here with Mr. and Mrs. McNaughton. My name is James 
Squissato. We are in Dunster. It is the 26th of June of the year 2000 and the 
consent forms have been signed. And I guess this question is for either one of 
you, what do you remember most about being in the Dunster area? 

Well to tell you the truth, I've been here since December 1920 and there wasn't 
much here at that time. 

Wife: He was only 2 months old when he came. 

Well the railroad was here. Everybody made their living in the bush, cedar fence 
posts and sawmills. There were some sawmills even then but mostly cedar fence 
posts and poles. 

James: And what were the cedar fence posts for? 

They went out to Alberta to the prairie for farmers' fence posts, fences. 

James: So you moved here in ... 

I was 3 months old. 

James: And you moved from where? 

From Irma, Alberta. That's where I was born. 

James: Where's Irma? 

It's 160 miles east of Edmonton, just near Wainwright. Just this side of 
Wainwright. 

James: So why did your family move here? 

Well, my mother's folks moved out here and employment was better out here than 
it was out there. 

Wife: You pretty well made fence posts. 

Dad made fence posts for the first year or two, and then he got a job on the section 
crew of the CN. So he was on there right through all the hard times. He was right 
here in Dunster until 1937 I guess it was. And then he moved west, still with the 
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CNR, but he moved west. 

James: Did you go with him or did you ... 

No, we stayed here. 

James: What made you stay? 

This was home. The school was just down here, and a store. So this is where we 
lived. 

James: What grades did the school go up to? 

To grade 8. 

James: And if you wanted to go to highschool? 

Well if you went up you went by correspondence or you could go to McBride. 

Wife: And this school was voluntarily made, like with volunteers. It was a Jog 
building. It was at that time. It burned down in ... 

... in '65. 

Wife: And everything was volunteer then, you know. 

James: Even the teachers? 

Wife: No, the teachers were hired. 

They were ... when I was going to school, they were younger teachers at that time. 
The one I had most of the time was from the Vancouver area. She just died there 
last year, down there somewhere. 

James: Down in Vancouver? 

Yup. 

James: If people wanted to go to highschool in McBride, did they have to 
commute back and forth or did they stay there? 

Well you stayed there. 
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Wife: At that time. 

And about ... oh, what year did they get the bus out here? 

Wife: Well Charlie took one year of correspondence and then the next year the 
bus came through so that would be about age 14, about '62-63. 

Yeah, somewhere about '62 they got the busses running through to McBride. 

James: Up until that time they would have to stay ... 

Stay right in McBride. 

Wife: In a dorm or else ... 

Private homes. 

Wife: Take correspondence. Our son took correspondence. That worked out really 
well. 

James: Well that way you can make sure he's doing his homework. When 
you first moved to the area, how many people were living here? 

Oh that would be anybody's guess. Actually there was quite a few people 
scattered through the area but most of them were transient workers you might say. 

Wife: Farms were smaller then so a lot of people had small farms. 

They took up homesteads but they didn't depend on the homestead for a living. 
That was just a place to live. 

Wife: That made a difference. Like over they years now, farms have ... like 
everywhere else, we bought two different portions, you see, which means that 
family's not there anymore and the other family isn't there anymore. It cuts down 
on that but there's other directions where, mostly in the forestry business, where 
people have settled down to work here. 

James: So is the population in the area, young or old or families or 
male/female? 

It varies a Jot. There's a lot of people over the last few years moved in. And I 
don't know what you'd say the average age is ... 
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Wife: Actually the older people are kind of dying off and there's not as many 
older people. 

There's what, 39 kids in the school. They have a school down here. 

James: In the Dunster school? 

It goes to Grade 7. I think it was 39 they had last year. 

Wife: There's quite a number graduating this year from this size a community. 

It varies between 35 and 45. 

James: Now in the '30s and '40s was it ... 

Well the '30s and '40s were ... I suppose 25 maybe. 

Wife: That would be when you were going to school. 

James: The average age was around ... 

That's from grade one to seven. 

Wife: One to eight. 

Yeah, one to eight at that time. 

Wife: Eight grades. 

James: What was the population around that time? Was it families or more 
younger people? 

Wife: Well I think families mostly living ... like it wasn't until after the war that 
the young so called hippies moved in. 

James: So there were hippies that moved into the area for awhile? 

Oh yeah. There was quite an influx there for awhile. There was that smarten 
up, and the one's who didn't smarten up left. I don't know how they stayed. 

Wife: [comment inaudible] 

James: So some of them stayed after? This was around the Vietnam war? 
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Yeah. 

James: And some of them decided to stay and ... 

Some stayed and some left. 

James: Work on the land? 

Wife: They have to do that in the bush. 

James: When you were in your early '20s there, what was the thing that 
really employed people the most? 

Wife: Well some went to the war you know. There was quite a ... 

I was three years away in the war. And then when I came back, I went into the 
sawmill business because it was something to do. But timber was the main 
employment in the valley for years, all through the years, as far as that goes. 

James: It's always been the main employment? 

Wife: You took pit props out of there. 

Fence posts and right after the war there was pit props. 

James: What are pit props? 

Well they were .. . actually they were shipped to England for propping up in the_ 
mines. 

James: So the pit props were made here and ... 

Wife: Well they were just posts. 

They were just round material from 3 - 5 inches in diameter and if I remember 
right, they were 7 feet long but I wouldn't quote that for sure. Maybe 8 feet. But 
they didn't last too long. They were just a short period. And there's all the 
sawmills. 

James: What about the farming community? Was there ... 

Well there was nobody that actually made their Jiving on the farm. 
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Wife: We had no access to market. You see there was no roads. I suppose you 
could use the railway. 

Anything that went in or out went by rail until '68. 

Wife: So once the road was through there was more like beef farming and dairy 
farming and that type of thing. 

And hay went out by rail too in boxcars. Well they had cattle cars. The CN did. 

James: Would you say it was a big population of beef and dairy farmers? 

Not big but everybody had a few. There'd be maybe 2 or 3 cars a year at the most, 
whether it was a few of mine or three of somebody else's. Nobody had a big herd. 

James: Not enough to work in the farming business alone? 

Well it went with working in the bush. 

Wife: Yeah, very few were self-supporting a farm at that time. We went into the 
dairy in ... 

We were in the mill business from '47 until '60 and then I worked for Bob in his 
mill for four more years, and then we went into the dairy business. 

James: You owned a mill from '47-'60? 

Yeah. That's the three of us together, [inaudible??], Bobby and myself. 

James: What was the name of the mill? 

It went under Homme and McNaughton. 

James: And then you went and worked for ... 

Well he was keeping on in the mill business and I was going into the dairy but I 
still sawed for him for ... until '64. 

James: And then were you able to ... 

It was strictly dairy. 

Wife: Yeah we were able to live on dairy. At that time we had to ship our milk by 
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train which was a bit of a problem. 

They were shipped to Prince George by rail. 

James: Why was it a bit of a problem? 

Well there was ... they were 10 gallon cans and the train crew didn't like any of it. 

Wife: So you had to take them down to meet the train which was often most of the 
time in the middle of the night. 

Yeah. We didn't necessarily have to be there but in the summer you couldn't take 
it down early because it was too warm and in the winter you couldn't take it down 
early because it was too cold. But the train at that time ran in the middle of the 
night pret near always, and the train crews, they didn't like handling those 10 
gallon cans. 

James: How come? 

Too heavy. 

Wife: Yeah, they were pretty heavy. 

Some of them, it was no trouble at all and no others they'd belly ached. Didn't do 
them any good because .... 

James: How did they keep it in the summer time? Did they ... 

We had to keep it cool in the creek ourselves because we had no refrigeration at 
that time. 

Wife: No electricity yet. 

Just as cold as the creek water. And then, the first bit we would put right in the 
box in the creek and then we made a pit in the bunkhouse, let the water run in 
steady. 

James: From the creek? 

Yeah. And so it was in the pit with the milk cows there. 

James: And did the train have a cooler on it? 
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No. They just sat it in the baggage car and there it went. 

Wife: It's amazing really. Well actually we always got ... 

We never had any milk rejected but you had to be pretty careful here. You had to 
have it in perfect condition here. And then of course after we got power - that was 
in '61 - then we had refrigeration. 

James: You first got electrical power in 1961? 

Yup. 

James: Now someone else was telling me that the community built that? 

Yup. They brought it to this side of the Beaver. The power was just to this side of 
the Beaver. And the local farmers put it in. We built 21 miles of line. We started 
on the first of July and we turned the power on on the 23rd of November. 

James: That's pretty good. That's 21 miles. 

Wife: And in the meantime there was a forest fire that threatened to bum the ... 
they allowed them to get these poles up themselves and so of course they were all 
stacked in the bush and this forest fire came up. So they had to get out in their 
wagons and their tractors and haul these poles out of the bush. 

Scattered them all over. The only thing we couldn't do was hang the wire. 

James: You weren't allowed to ... 

No, we weren't allowed to hang the wire. We worked with them but they had to 
have a man to hang the power. But we had to clear the right of way, dig the holes, 
plant the poles. And then help them hang the wire. 

James: So did that save quite a bit of money then? 

Yeah we saved a fair bit because ... 

Wife: Well they wouldn't have been able to afford it. 

Well the Hydro outfit had to have a customer every half a mile if they were going 
to put it in. Well there was all that stretch between the Beaver and the Baker 
where there was nobody in between and they were ... between the Beaver and 
King Creek, it was reserved for forestry, the land was. So then that meant we had 
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no customers in there. So my brother, he was kind of the boss of it and he went to 
our MLA, which was Ray Williston, and he told him if they were going to hold 
that for forestry, they had to pay for a customer every half a mile. 

Wife: Just like anybody else. 

He didn't really go for it at first but he said, "alright, then open it up so somebody 
can buy the land". They didn't want to do that. So he allowed us ... I forget the 
figure but the amount for a customer every half mile from that certain distance. 

Wife: The same amount that a farmer would have to pay, you see. 

And we used that money to hire a backhoe to dig the holes and raise the poles. It 
worked out good. 

James: It was quite an achievement. 

Oh yeah. Oh we wouldn't have had power for years if we had to wait for the 
Hydro. 

James: Was there much change in the community when the power came in? 

Oh, quite a bit as far as convenience is concerned. 

Wife: For us especially with the dairy and the refrigeration, plus the road followed 
then. 

The power was '61 and then the road came through in '68. Then the trucks start.ed 
runnmg ... 

Wife: ... picking up the milk. 

To haul the milk, so that changed things quite a bit. 

James: When did the telephone come in? 

Wife: Pretty well the same time as the ... 

Not long after that. They put their line on the Hydro poles. 

Wife: They didn't to each house but they put a box, a telephone box, down at the 
store so at last we had a chance to ... 
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I don't remember just what year the telephone actually came in, but it was after 
the power was in for awhile. 

Wife: For several years we just did with the telephone booth down here. And 
finally we got it in the house. 

James: In Dunster itself, was there a hotel or anything like that? 

No, there was a store and a school and a post office. 

Wife: And the station. 

Yeah, the CN station yeah. It's still sitting down here. They moved it from beside 
the track over a little ways away from the track itself. 

James: I should maybe have a drive by. 

It's just as you go across the track here and tum right. It's only half a mile. 

James: I'll drive down there. There's a little store there? 

Wife: Right across the road. 

Right across from Hill's store. 

James: Was it a grocery store or ... 

General ... everything. Anything you wanted. If they didn't have it they'd orderjt. 
And he still does. It's still a general store. 

James: Is it Hills? 

Wife: It's Hill's now yeah. 

Claude and Lilly Hill. 

James: Have they always had your groceries and things like that? 

Yeah. 

Wife: There was one time Alberta Trading .. . that was for bigger stuff I guess? 

Oh early years. In the early years they used to ship in from Alberta Trading 
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Company but then there was a weigh freight that ran every once a week on the 
railroad and that. 

James: A weigh freight? 

Yeah, that was the one that stopped at every little stop. You could ship anything 
in. Anything that you could load, you could ship by [AOC??] they called it. The 
train was the centre of transportation for people and goods as far as that goes. 
Everything went by rail until the highway came through. 

James: And there was no little roads from town to town? 

To a certain extent. The road to McBride was opened up about 1927. 

Wife: From here? 

Yeah. 

Wife: Yeah but not through to Jasper. 

No, to Jasper, that was during the war. They opened that up actually. I worked on 
the highway at Mt Robson in the fall of '41. 

James: So there was a highway that went up to Robson? 

At that time you could get as far as Tete Jeune and then they were just opening up 
a road from Tete Jeune east. We were opening the old tote road actually. 

James: A tote road? 

That was the one they used on the major railroad, but all the culverts were out and 
all that so we were brushing it wider and putting in new culverts. We got as far as 
the Robson River, that's all. And then of course I was away for three years at war. 

James: What year was that around? 

I worked there in '41. And I didn't come back from the war until '46. So in 
between that time, they opened the road from there to Jasper which was cleaning 
up the old Grand Truck Railroad bedline. See when the railroad went through here 
first, the Grand Truck built a line and then the CN took over it from across 
Canada. And from Tete Jeune to Jasper, they still had the old Grand Trunk line 
that came from Prince Rupert east. But the CN took that over in '23 I think and 
they disbanded the Grand Trunk line. 
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Wife: The right of way ... they were sitting on a right of way they could work on. 

The right of way was still there but there was no bridges and the ties were still in 
there. No rails but most of the ties were still in, so they cleaned the ties out and 
put in some bridges. 

James: Kept some people employed. 

Yeah, and they opened the road from Tete Jeune to Jasper, that way. 

James: When did plumbing come to the area, the Dunster area? 

Wife: Plumbing? [laughter] It's not in everybody's house yet. 

You did your own. 

James: Is it gravity fed? 

Wife: We hauled water until about ... 

Well there was always the creeks but to be in the house, you carried it in the pail. 

James: And then when did you finally ... 

Over the years, this one would get it and that one would get it. And our water 
actually comes gravity from the creek. 

James: One felJow said that ... I asked him, did you have running water? He 
said, ''yeah, I ran back and forth to the creek". 

Wife: That's about it. 

James: He said "if I wanted it to run faster, I just ran a little faster". 

Wife: Probably about '48. No, we didn't have water in '48. 

We had the little pump in the plant house there. I would say it was after '48. 

James: And then for electricity, then were you just using ... 

Wife: To start with lamps, and then we got a little ... 

Coal oil lamps and then we got a 32 volt plant for lights. But you didn't have 
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much for motors at that time. 

James: And the whole community would use that generator? 

Very few had generators. They mostly just had gas lamps and coal oil lamps. 

James: Was there a church in the community at the time? 

Not through here. We had a travelling minister. 

Wife: Wasn't there a church at Tete Jeune? No, Croydon. 

They built one at Croydon. The Anglican Church built a church in about 1938 or 
so. It's not there now. Somebody asked me the other day what happened to it and I 
don't know. 

Wife: I can't even remember what happened to it either, whether it burned down 
or ... 

There was a travelling minister here too that used to go through and he'd stop and 
have services in the schools and stuff like that. 

James: Now Croydon is east or west? 

Croydon is east 7 miles. 

Wife: There's a station approximately 7 - 8 miles apart I think. 

When they put the railroad through, there was a station on the railroad 
approximately every 7 miles. And they had a section crew at every station. Their 
sections were only 7 miles. 

James: And where did this start? 

From ... well as far as we were concerned it started at Red Pass. 

James: Red Pass is ... 

East here about 40 miles. 

Wife: That's how all these little names came up. Like Du11ster is an English 
name, a town in England. 
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Croydon is too. 

Wife: And Croydon is also. 

It all depended on who was working on the railroad. 

Wife: They have a picture down in the store down here, if it's still there, of this 
little town of Dunster in England and these people were ... 

It's a suburb of London actually. 

Wife: Oh is it? 

James: The area could have been called McNaughton's then. 

Wife: One thing I thought was very interesting ... my father was ... actually he was 
an electrician in Prince George and he was putting up a power line for Prince 
George and to get the cedar poles ... 

1919. 

Wife: In 1919, he came down here to get cedar poles for the power line and it 
happened that he got them off this particular place. 

He bought them from the people that owned this property. 

James: The property that we're on today? 

Wife: Yeah, right now. And of course we had never even heard of this place. I had 
never even heard of this place. But he was telling us this after we got married, "I 
never thought I'd have a daughter down here". But he came to get those poles. 
Small world even then I guess. 

James: When did you move into the area? 

Wife: When we were married in 1946. 

I came home in February and we were married in September, from the war. 

Wife: You know the post office used to sit up here didn't it? 

Originally the post office was on this property. 
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James: On this property here? 

Yeah, originally. 

James: Would you want to draw a map of ... 

Wife: There's not much to draw. Everything was centred right there at the store. 
Have you been inside the store? 

James: No. One time I was passing through here on the way to Jasper and I 
thought Hill's store, I thought I'm going to go in there instead of going into 
McBride and I went into it. I was talking to the fellow ... me and my wife were 
probably talking to him for 20-25 minutes. I probably talk too much too. 

Wife: He likes to talk. 

James: Well that's probably the two of us together. 

Well they're good people for the business. 

Wife: He has the store there just across from the station, or right next to it is the 
school. So as far as Dunster goes, that's it. 

There is another building this side and there's two on the other side within a half 
mile. 

Wife: Our one side has property down ... well we actually have property and then the 
boys took over the dairy fann. And then our oldest son had an accident. He coulgn' t 
continue with the dairying so they divided it up a bit and he has a place just east of 
it. 

He's got the half section east of the store. Tim has got the dairy. 

Wife: And our other son has the home place but he kept the dairy because Charlie 
couldn't work on it. 

James: A half section ... about 320 acres then? 

Originally we had about 560 I guess altogether, between this quarter ... we've got a 
quarter west, we had a half section east ... over time. 

James: So what got you into dairy farming? 
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Wife: Just me I guess. 

I either had to go into something like that or go to work. 

Wife: And farming wise, we felt that that was the most secure because you've got a 
monthly cheque coming in with the dairy. 

We came out alright too. 

James: That's a busy ... seven days a week though. 

Wife: Yeah, it kept you busy. 

It's hard to get somebody to do that work too. We were pretty lucky. Most of the time 
we did it all ourselves. 

Wife: There's a lot of them right now and they've got ... they're making more money, 
they've got more machinery and they can afford to hire somebody. 

Now it's all together different. It's all done by machines now. 

James: All hand work? 

Yeah, to start with but then we got machines. When I first got the machines it was 
run with a gas pump. As I say, compressors but run with a gas motor. We had 
[inaudible??] motors. And over time we changed from milking in the stalls to parler. 
They've got a double tree now, parler. And the milk was right from the cow to the 
tank. It's quite different than it was to start with. B.ut that's why we went into di!iry 
because I could stay at home and it was a cheque regular. Not that I was personally 
anxious to milk cows. I'd rather make sawdust. 

James: Now for entertainment, was there a place to ... 

Wife: It just depended on their hall. They had dances and entertainment. 

In the early days they had lots of dances, some in the school and then they built a 
community hall down here. 

James: The early days, what time was that around about? 

Well the hall down here was first built in the early '30s. It's not there now. 

James: Was that down here at the bridge? 
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Yeah, right near the bridge. 

Wife: Just on the end of the bridge is a little field there and that's where the hall sat. 

And now they've got ... there's a community hall on the other side across ... right 
where you come off the highway. 

James: That's where I turned left actually. That's where the directions took me 
so I was looking for a road up there and I had to ask someone. 

That hall is busy all the time. 

James: Is it still? 

Wife: It's about halfway between Valemount and McBride, and if there's anything 
that's going on for both places, this is usually where they have it. It cuts down on the 

James: Travel, yeah. It's perfect. It looks like a really nice building too. 

It's well built. 

Wife: It was made by volunteer pretty well. 

James: Years ago, was it a lot of volunteer, coming together ... 

Wife: Pretty well all the time. 

James: For building homes or ... 

Homes, barns, anything that was built, everybody worked on it. 

Wife: You didn't have any tradesmen, as you were trained then. Like I say, the 
farmer is the jack of all trades. 

James: My wife's father says, "the most important thing is I'm a mechanic". 
He's a farmer as well. 

Wife: That's great too. More so in the early days because everything was hung 
together with haywire you might say. 

James: That's what he said, yeah. So the community hall was sort of a focal 
point for people ... 
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Wife: Definitely. 

James: Did you ever have to leave the Dunster area to go and get anything at 
all? 

Oh there were some things, like buying machinery. You had to go ... I bought some 
in Edmonton, some in Kamloops, some in Prince George. 

James: So you'd go to quite a few different places then? 

Yeah. 

James: How did you get it back? 

At that time I had my own truck and most of it I'd truck myself. Now you can hire 
a truck but in those days you did it yourself. 

Wife: Building supplies too, you know, most of that stuff ... 

Building supplies, some of it was ... we used to deal a lot with UFA in Alberta, 
United Farmers'. We still do some but we've bought a lot of stuff from them and 
hauled it back. 

Wife: But now they do sell it locally. You can get it at Home Hardware, places like 
that. It's no problem now but in those days you'd do that. 

There was nobody helping us at that time. You did it yourself. 

James: And this was just for your dairy? 

Yeah. 

James: And before then did you ever have to ... I guess like maybe the '30s or 
'40s or '50s, did you have to travel out of town or did everything ... 

Wife: Mostly by train. 

Most things you ordered by train. Once the road opened to Prince, sure you'd go to 
Prince, there's things you'd pick up. But the general store here, he had pret near 
everything. as far as groceries and all that stuff. 

James: I got some fruit when I was there. 
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And he'd generally give just as good prices anyhow. So we mostly stay here. I 
wouldn't say 100% because if you go over to Prince or McBride or to Valemount 
and there's something you see, you get it but generally speaking, we buy our 
groceries here. 

Wife: You get more variety sometimes. 

James: Now as far as health services in Dunster ... 

Well McBride, we've always had a doctor in McBride. They had a Red Cross 
hospital first and then they built the one they've got now, and they used to do 
everything. Like now they send you to Prince George or some crazy place. 

Wife: Like appendicitis and all those ... They used to always do those things here. 

James: What year was the change around? 

Well I guess when Ryall left. I just went to Edmonton here last month because you 
couldn't get it in BC. They slit me down the middle of ... they gave me three by
passes. 

James: You'd never know it was a month ago. 

I'm feeling better but you couldn't do a thing like that in here. And as far as BC is 
concerned, well they told me I could maybe go to Vancouver but that's twice as far 
away and you'd have to wait 2 or 3 times as long, so I told them I'd rather go to 
Edmonton. It's closer. 

Wife: But now they don't set bones. He had his finger cut off when he worked in the 
mill. 

When I did [inaudible??] 

Wife: The doctor in town did that. He did a beautiful job. You can't even tell that it's 
been off. 

They wouldn't do anything like that in here. 

Wife: But it's because so many people see ... 

But there's still two doctors here and they do what you call a family ... 

Wife: They diagnose and do all that. 

Interview #72 McNaughton June 26, 2000 19 



He's a family doctor. As far as operations, they don't do anything, which is too bad 
when there's no reason why they couldn't. 

James: Why did they stop doing it? What year was it around that they stopped 
doing operations? 

Wife: It just gradually kind of ... 

It dwindled off, and when they only had one doctor, then they said you had to have 
two because there had to be an anesthetist and a doctor. In the old days, one doctor 
did it all but it's the changing time I guess, which is not good. 

Wife: And I suppose with special services, some things are pretty necessary, but 
some of those old-fashioned ... taking your tonsils out and things like that... 

James: So if you needed to do something like that you'd have to ... 

Wife: They still go to Prince George. 

Right now ... Andrew went to Kamloops didn't he? Somebody not long ago. 

Wife: You're thinking of my son in Prince going to Quesnel, I think, unless you're 
thinking of ... 

No, no, they came from McBride. They had to take him somewhere. But it's 
ridiculous. It's political as far as that goes. 

James: Back in the '40s or '50s, what did people ... what did young people doJor 
dating and things like that? 

They were so busy they didn't have time to do anything. 

Wife: Yeah, that's true enough. They didn't have the leisure time then that they do 
right now. 

Kids made their own fun. Our hill here was covered with skiers and tobogganers all 
the time in the winter time. But now they've got to go somewhere skidooing. So 
there's not much activity in the district. But the kids made their own fun in those 
days. 

Wife: Yeah, they couldn't afford any. They could never afford what they do now. 

You never thought of it. You had enough fun here. You were busy enough that when 
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it was bed time, you went to sleep. 

Wife: Well they didn't make skidoos and colour TVs. 

James: Was there many mills in the area at the time? 

There was always mills. Through the years they've been ... well that one at Croydon 
first, McDougall. And there's always a mill at Tete Jeune. Norm had a mill across 
here]. Albert Groen had a mill. We had a mill. Sig Harstad had two or three mills 
in McBride. 

Wife: Sid Harstad kept that town going during hard times. 

He's dead now. He has one boy here in McBride yet. 

Wife: Leon. 

He's not in the mill business but he does cut wood and he has a gravel truck. 

Wife: He'd know about his father's mills. Yeah, he was a man that worked along 
with his men and he never made any more money than the men did, I don't think. 

James: He just wanted to keep McBride going. 

He kept the town going. 

Wife: He was a good man. He could see people were hard up. Helped them out. They 
always paid him back. In those days, you know, people didn't take out loans and sign 
a piece of paper. It was all word of mouth. They trusted everybody. 

Howard's was the same in Tete Jeune. They gave away more lumber locally than 
people even knew of. The old people that they knew and in fact when he was 
building a home over here, he would give material for that. Besides his crew 
working, he did a lot of good in the valley too. 

Wife: That's one place you do notice the difference. 

He's been dead for two or three years now I guess. That's the old man. Dale is still 
there but there was little sawmills all through the valley here. 

James: Did you have the mm right on your land? 

No. We had a timber limit, not quite halfway to McBride. I don't know if you've 
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noticed a hidden lake just the other side of the Baker here. We were between the road 
and the mountain. We had a timber license up in there. 

James: So how far did you have to go every day to work? 

About 10 miles. In the winter, we'd move right over to camp, before the kids had to 
go to school. 

James: And you stayed right in the camp? 

We stayed right in the camp yeah. 

Wife: And after the children went to school, I stayed here. They'd come home for the 
weekend. Load up a pile of hay on their sleigh and hook the horses up. 

The area here, it was all horses. By the time we were finished we were using Cats but 
in the earlier years it was all horses. 

James: To get back and forth and ... 

Yeah, and logging too. 

James: When did the Cats come in? 

We got our first Cat in '55 I think it was. 

Wife: I was just thinking, you said ... the first mill you had was on your own property. 

Well, when we set the mill up first we set it up here, built and operating yes. And 
then we moved over to the limits. 

James: How Jong of a day was it for a working day? 

We worked 8 hours in the bush, or in the mill, either one. But there's always things 
to do in between. Fixing and whatever. 

Wife: Milking the cow. We took our cow over with us. They had a little barn. 

We worked an 8 hour day in the bush. 

James: How many people were employed for you milJ? 

Let's see, when we had a full crew on it would be 8 I guess, 7 or 8. 
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James: Did everyone do everything then? Did everyone kind of work in the mill 
and everyone worked in the bush or ... 

Yes, we logged and sawed as a same crew. We'd log for a few days and then we'd 
saw for a few days. Henry Groen veld here that you met, he cantered for me for ... 

[end of side one] 

... [inaudible] 

James: Bob Hahn? 

That was the young Bob. Bob, my partner. 

James: I guess you never had to worry about the union or anything like that 
then? 

No. 

James: Now was there always enough work for everyone? 

Everybody worked. 

Wife: The wages weren't quite as high as ... 

Well the wages weren't high but that was the time. Everything was lower. Lumber 
was lower and wages were lower ... but we always paid union wage. Whatever the 
wage was, that's what it would be. 

James: If people wanted to put a little money aside though, they could? 

Oh yeah. But the thing was too, our crew was all farm boys, farm men, so they'd go 
home in the summer and work on the farm and they'd come back to the mill in the 
winter. 

James: So they'd go back to the prairies? 

No, they had their own places here. 

Wife: They were all local boys. 

James: So in the summer time, what would the mill do then? 
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We just sat there. We didn't do anything. We'd log or saw or whatever, then in the 
spring, we'd log the last two weeks and then we could saw during breakup and just 
stock pile the lumber, drag pile it right there in the mill yard. 

James: Break up is ... 

Well when the road was too soft to travel on. We didn't have paved roads like we do 
now. There was times when you didn't move from here to McBride. 

Wife: Too muddy. 

Too much mud. 

James: I wouldn't have made it here today then? 

No. 

Wife: Well on a day like today you might have. 

Yeah, right now it would be dry enough. 

James: Was there any really big mills in the area that had ... 

Not extreme big, not like today. 

Wife: I think Sig Harstad had the biggest mill at that time and then Lammings came 
in. 

Sig would saw ... just as a guess, maybe 30,000 a day. Maybe not even that. But on 
a good day he might get that high, but nothing like the volumes they put through 
now, no. 

James: Was it expensive to build a home in those days or did you just use the 
lumber from ... 

This house here, we used 2 x 4's as framing but the plywood I brought in from 
Edmonton and 3/8 fir plywood was $3.25 a sheet, wasn't it? 

James: No kidding? 

Actually we sheeted inside and out with 3/8 plywood. We started it in '67. 

James: Is that why it's so quiet in here? I noticed when the bike went by there ... 
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You don't hear much going on outside. 

James: I thought he's really got some good insulation here. 

Yeah, well there's 3/8 plywood inside and out, and insulation. 

Wife: But I don't know if you noticed when you came in, the log house up on the hill 
there? 

James: Yes I did. 

Wife: That's our son. That was our original house down here. It was built in '39. 

It sat down here. 

James: When was that built? 

I started building it when I was 19. Well we had a little frame house before that, a 
long time ago but it was getting beyond, so I started that one. But it sat down here 
then. I hewed the inside with the logs. They're all hewed in the inside with a broadax. 
And we weren't quite ready to move into it yet. Like when Dad left, my mother, my 
sister and my two brothers were home so I was supplying a home for them. But we 
weren't quite moved into that house when I left for the war, so they finished it 
enough that they lived in it while I was away. And then when I came home, when we 
got married, we changed it a little bit. And of course the kids crew up and they were 
gone. Mother lived with us for a little while and then she lived with my sister. But 
we had an upstairs in that house, no basement. But Marion's hip was going bad and 
the stairs were bothering here. It was built on cedar posts for a foundation and t;bey 
were rotting out so we just gave it up and we ... 

Wife: We [inaudible??] brother, we put in a basement and fixed it and finally decided 
no, we'd ... 

It would be better to start over again so we went and got this one. So we moved into 
this one in '70. And then our old house sat there and we used it for camping and all 
this kind of stuff but then when Ken and Kim were married, they wanted to restore 
the old house. 

James: This is your son and ... 

My son and his wife. He's the one that owns the dairy here now. They put it on skids, 
cleaned the hill off up there and pulled it up there. 
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Wife: Actually they took the floor off. 

The old floor was ... the bottom log was rotting so they took the floor out and put 
skids under as a rest. We had an old D8 Cat and we pulled it up there. When we 
found out that it wouldn't move without falling apart, and they built a basement right 
beside and moved the house on it. 

James: You'd never know it was built in 1939. 

Wife: Yeah, it looks good doesn't it. 

James: Oh it looks great. It's amazing. 

They made a good job of restoring the inside too. 

Wife: I never imagined it would tum out like this. 

James: So houses were just up for you to build at the time? 

Yeah, you built it yourself. 

James: What were some of the pleasant aspects of living in the Dunster area? 

Well I saw a lot of the country and I never saw any I liked any better. 

Wife: I guess we'd go swimming anywhere we wanted to go. You were just free to 
do what you wanted to do. 

James: You said you went swimming, did you say? 

Wife: Yeah, they had odd little spots you could swim in the river once in awhile. 

Backwaters in every river. 

James: Is there a small lake in the area? 

Not much for lakes. There's one here at Hidden Lake but that 's privately owned now. 
We did use to swim in it. 

Wife: What about this other one up here? 

Sheer lake. Yeah, it's another lake but it's ... well I used to know some people swim 
in it too. 
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Wife: You couldn't put a lot of people in there. It would be too much. 

It's not what you call a real great resource. 

Wife: But there's a nice backwater up at Tete Jeune. 

But certain levels of the river, there's backwaters we used to swim in. 

James: I was in the Beaver this morning. I was in and I was out. 

Wife: I betcha that was cold. 

That comes off the glaciers. 

Wife: Ken has made a little swimming pool just this side of the house. All it is is he's 
got that black patch plastic like. 

That's just up here, just this end of the house. 

Wife: Those kids have more fun in that than anything you can imagine. And the 
freshwater is going ... you can drive in or out... 

James: So it keeps it clean. So living in the environment was the nicest part 
about being here? 

Oh yeah. It's such a nice valley. 

Wife: I imagine so. Yeah, they used to go hunting whenever they wanted to_go 
hunting. 

We used to swim in the river too as far as that goes but it was kind of cool. Three 
o'clock in the afternoon was the warmest. 

James: Which river was that? 

In the Fraser. 

James: So it's a little bit warmer than the Beaver that's for sure. 

I'd say, generally speaking, by 3:00 in the afternoon it would be warmer than the 
Beaver all right. 

James: Was there negative aspects about living in the area? 
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Not really, no. 

Wife: I guess you'd call it a negative now. But they weren't negatives then. 

In the old days you didn't worry about getting out on the highway. But there was 
always the railroad. 

Wife: Heating was a job to keep things warm and things like that. 

James: How did you heat? With wood? 

Wife: We heated with wood yeah. 

We've got a wood furnace now. For years it was all wood. 

Wife: It's just kind of part of life. You'd never even think of that side of it. 

We had bigger heaters. Ones that in extreme cold, I'd maybe stoke it once during the 
night but in ordinary weather, you never stoked during the night. 

James: Now was there a difference between ... like was there rich or poor people 
or was everyone ... 

Oh, there's always been a little difference but not that it showed amongst you. 
There's always some that had a little more money than others but I couldn't say that 
anybody actually suffered from lack of money. Now in the Dirty '30s, like the 
prairies, they had their hard times and hard times sluffed off in here. But there was 
a certain amount of relief at that time. But nobody ever suffered as far as being short. 
Actually in here you could grow your own vegetables and shoot your own moose and 
all the rest of it. So that's better than in the cities too. 

James: A lot of people would do that in the '30s and ... 

Oh yeah. 

Wife: And deer and moose. 

You had your own gardens and you'd shoot a moose or a deer, whatever you wanted, 
so you always had enough to eat. 

James: That would see a lot of people through the hard times then? 

Oh yeah. Not like a city where there's no garden and you can't get out and shoot 
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moose and alJ the rest of it. 

James: Now for people of different ethnicity, was it kind of a melting pot or was 
it ... as far as different types of European people or different types of people 
from different backgrounds? 

Well there was ... in the early days there was quite a few Swedish and Norwegian 
people went through as transient labour. And on the railroad, there was lots of 
Italians and Portuguese and stuff like that. 

Wife: Well when you stop and think about it, like Ponds came from England, [name 
inaudible??] came from Finland, and different countries like that. [comment 
inaudible] 

James: Was there any First Nation's people, native people, working in the area? 

Very, very few. 

Wife: Hardly any at all. The first we saw of them was when they started making 
so much of it. 

It's not really Indian country because there's not enough lakes and the river is too fast 
for easy travel, and not enough open space. So now the Indians used to come up the 
river trading. There was kind of a trading post at Tete Jeune. 

James: Was this in your ... 

Not in my time but before my time. But the Indians never lived in here. They'd come 
up to trade. 

Wife: [inaudible] 

But there's no Indian like lakes and open spaces. 

Wife: I would imagine those days were colder, but there wasn't open water. 

James: Was there any visible minorities at all? 

Not really. 

James: What was your relationship like with your neighbours? 

It was great. 

Interview #72 McNaughton June 26, 2000 29 



Wife: Very good relationship. 

It's a good area for neighbours. 

Wife: It's changing, and mostly I guess because people are so busy now you know. 
Like Mary, she had lots of time to go and visit in the evenings but now it's more 
people moving in and different ways of life. 

People are busier and all this stuff. There's always been a good feeling between the 
local people. 

Wife: Yeah, real good community. 

James: Is it still here then? 

Largely, yes. There's a few that have moved in that kind oflook at you cross-eyed but 

Wife: I don't think there's quite the community ... 

Not quite the community spirit as far as helping that they used to. 

Wife: Yeah, volunteer work and stuff like that. 

James: What do you think changed all that? 

Just time. 

Wife: And people getting busier. I mean you didn't have the cars and things like that. 
We had an old car, sure, but things didn't cost as much then you know and now 
people have to earn more money to get more things and they're just so busy adding 
to their possessions that they don't take time to live. 

James: So for community get-togethers, you said there was a picnic or ... 

Oh yeah, they always had a picnic every summer. They had -~ lot of dances too. 

Wife: They still have one or two things every year. Like they have what they call an 
ice-cream social which has always been on the first of July but unfortunately this year 
the graduation is that day, so they postponed that for a week. But there was up to 
1000 people here at one of those one year. It's just amazing. And when we had our 
reunion, we had registered over 800 people that had come in and then of course, 
there's a lot of people that just drop in. 
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James: For the Dunster reunion? 

Wife: Yeah, to the hall. That was really nice because people came from all over ... that 
were here before the 1920s even. 

James: When was the reunion? 

'87- '88, what was it? 

Wife: It was the same year as ... I think it must have been around '88. 

In '87 I think it was. 

James: This is more a question for you. Did many women work outside of the 
home at the time? 

Wife: No, not from the valley. There was no jobs. You worked outside the home in 
the garden. I would say absolutely none if you got married. 

Very few married women worked. 

Wife: Because there was no jobs. 

James: Was there many single men in the community? 

Not an overload. There was always some but not an overload. 

James: And things like single parent families? 

Pret near unheard of in those days. 

Wife: Not in the early days. You hear of it now, of course but not in those days. 

James: Was there a place just for women to get together or did the women do 
a special ... 

Wife: The Women's Institute, like the Farmer's Institute. If there were things to do, 
they got together and did their things. 

James: What were some of the functions? 

Wife: Well there was always a Thanksgiving Dinner they put on. 
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Community deals, whatever came up. 

James: Now was there a men's group as well? 

The Farmer's Institute. Still is, in McBride, but that covers this area too. 

James: Were you ever a part of the Farmer's Institute? 

Oh yeah, I have been all through the years. 

Wife: He's what they call ... after you get so old ... 

Honorary member, after a certain age. 

James: What type of things did the Farmer's Institute do? 

Well they even had a little feed store business and shipping in dynamite for clearing 
lands, and materials, fencing materials. They ran that for a few years. 

Wife: One of their functions is to connect with the government, when they get certain 
things that they figure ... 

Well they were the connection between the farmers and the government. You take 
like this Hydro deal, that was based with the Farmers' Institute. 

Wife: Certain road work sometimes. 

Improvements to roads that they figured they needed, they'd go after it. 

James: So they'd bring in the power in and ... 

Yeah. Anything that we needed that the government didn't want to give us, we either 
got it ourselves or forced them to do it, one of the two. 

James: Where did most people in the community come from, do you think ... as 
they moved in? 

Well a lot from the prairies. There were quite a few from the States when the war 
came up. Campbells were from the States originally. My grandparents were from the 
States originally. 

Wife: And then after the war, during the war, we had a lot of Americans come in. 

Interview #72 McNaughton June 26, 2000 32 



James: Now when new people came in, were they accepted pretty easily in the 
community? 

Yeah, as long as they behaved themselves. If they didn't, they either conformed to 
the valley or got out, one of the two. 

Wife: They got tired of us old folks and left. 

My Dad was brought up in Ontario, in Cornwall. But there was a lot of people like 
the Camp bells and a bunch of them, they came up from down in the States, into the 
prairies and then they moved here years later. 

Wife: That was way back in the days of the horse and wagon and caravan. 

James: I guess that's pretty much all. Is there anything else you'd like to add, 
anything you think is important, anything you think about what you liked about 
living out here, anything that you think we should hear? 

It's just a good place to live, that's all. 

James: That's a heck of a view from your front window there. 

Wife: They used to go goat hunting up there, and things like that. You wonder what 
they did but they went way up the mountain. 

James: For food, goat hunting? 

We grew up on it. It was a yearly trip. We'd go up one day, hunt a day, and come 
back the next. 

James: Was this the bighorn sheep or the ... 

No, no, just the mountain goats. 

James: Are there many around still? 

There's still some on the other side of the hill here. There's some up here. 

Wife: They're restricted now. 

There's not as many as there used to be, but the cougars and the wolves and stuff like 
that, [inaudible??]. There's still some. There's not many hunted now. Not 
many go up there. 
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James: Is there anything that you'd like to ask me? 

Not that I can think of. I'll probably think of something after you're gone. 

James: I'll leave a number for you. Give us a shout. Well thank you very much 
sir. 

The history is the thing that will disappear. 

James: Unless we record it. That's why we want to do this. 

[end of transcript] 
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