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GARYRUNKA 

L. Popham: I rise today to ask the House to acknowledge the passing of Gary Runka, 
a dedicated British Columbian who made significant contributions to land use planning 
and natural resource management over several decades. Gary was the husband of our 

friend Joan Sawicki, former MLA for Burnaby-Willingdon, Speaker, and Minister of 

Environment, Lands and Parks. Gary died suddenly and unexpectedly last July near 
their home in Tweedsmuir Provincial Park. 

Gary is perhaps best known as the first general manager and, later, chair of the 

Agricultural Land Commission. As a professional agrologist, Gary guided the drawing 
of the original agricultural land reserve boundaries and remained a passionate defender 

of both agriculture and the ALR for the remainder of his life. 

After leaving the ALC, Gary established G.G. Runka Land Sense Ltd., with over 680 
clients, including all levels of government, corporations, NGOs, educational institutions 

and individuals. Gary was well known and greatly respected across a broad field. He 

was highly successful as a facilitator of land use planning round tables throughout the 
1990s, which resulted in the doubling of parks and protected areas in B.C. 

He was trusted for his incredible knowledge, sense of fairness, good humour and 
devotion to the public interest. At the time of his death, Gary was facilitating the central 

coast marine area planning partnership involving the province, First Nations and 
various other stakeholders. 

With Gary's passing, British Columbia has lost a true leader, who approached 

everything he did with passion, commitment and integrity. In addition to his wife, Joan, 
Gary leaves behind two daughters, Shaundehl Runka and Cayla Runka, and grandson 

MarekMaji. 

I ask the Speaker to send condolences to the family on behalf of this House. 

Madame Speaker: It shall be done. 


