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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Sandra Trolian 
140 l Gorse Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2L 102 October 16111

, 2002 

Subject: Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project Transcripts 

Dear Sandra: 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of a transcript from your interview with the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. We apologize for the delay in getting this copy to you. There was a lack of 
funding that caused delays in the progress of this project. We appreciate your patience and we thank 
you again for your interest in this project. We have very much enjoyed meeting so many people with 
ties to communities along the upper Fraser River. It has been very interesting learning from the stories 
people have told us. We hope to stay working on the history of these communities for many years to 
come. At this time, we would like to request you to review this transcript and send us any changes that 
are required. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at: (250) 960-5320 or by 
e-mail: halseth@unbc.ca. 

Greg Halseth, A ociate Professor 
Geography Program 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Upper Fraser Historical Geography Website: http://web.unbc.ca/upperfraser 



July 4, 2000 

Sandra Trolian 

Upper Fraser Historical Geogxaphy Project 
Interview Summary 

Rhys Pugh 

I interviewed Sandra Trolian on June 22"d 2000 at Ron Brent Elementary School in 

Prince George. She lives at 1401 Gorse Street, Prince George, BC, V2L 1G2, 562-2737. 

The interview was comfortable throughout and there were no mechanical problems. I used 

two cassette recorders simultaneously, one of which was a walkman. There was at least one 

telephone interruption, during which I paused the tape. 

Sandra has two distinct experiences with the Upper Fraser region. Her first was 

when she moved to Penny in 1956 and grew up there with her family until the late 1960s. 

Her second experience was teaching at Upper Fraser in 1988 where she taught with another 

person I interviewed-Julie Fisher. They were the last group to live in the teacherage out 

there. She remembers Upper Fraser as being a very supportive community to teach in. Its 

only downside was the distance to the Prince George. Growing up in Penny, Sandra can 

recall doing most of her recreating outside. For shopping, her family would travel to PG, 

and for fun they would go out to McBride, which was almost as big as Prince George. 

Sandra suggested a lot of people as interview candidates. Erwin Stole lives out at 

Crescent Spur. Bill Bennett lives in Penny, and used to own a movie projector and show 

films. Jackie Boudrose should be interviewed, as should Alice Chambers, who is a scary 

and temperamental old woman with lots and lots of funny and interesting stories. She was a 

single mom because her husband committed suicide. Josie Fisher and Isabel Motiuk, 

both nee Boudrose would have good stories as would Yolanda Buljevicl and Bernard 

Sasdrich who came directly lwr from Italy and Germany, respectively. The last person we 

could interview is Esther Khometski. 

This was quite a fun interview to do and the transcriber shall be relieved to know 

that this was my last one for our project, at least for the time being. 
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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant:~5~ ..... ~~n~ ..... d~e2f:~ __ ]: __ r;.~o~/c_a:~n----

Place of interview: 

Mailing Address of Participant l'f:OI b or5.e S +: 

Date: ~.e~ 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant ~ I 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is {4t .() 1= (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Sandra Trolian 
1401 Gorse St. 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2L 102 

Dear Sandra: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Penny and Upper Fraser with you. Thank-you 
for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the 
Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the 
research project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was 
interesting to hear about your teaching experiences in the Upper Fraser. Your additional 
contacts are also greatly appreciated. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, Rhys Pugh 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Assistant Professor, History Project Interviewer 



Interview #60 Sandra Trollian June 22, 2000 

Rhys: Hello, this is Rhys Pugh. I'm interviewing Sandra Trollian today at 
Ron Brent and it's June 22, 2000. Okay, so when did you first move to the 
Upper Fraser region? 

As a child I moved there in 1956, moved into Penny anyways, which is fairly 
close. I was there ... we did Grade 2 to Grade 7 in a two room school. 

Rhys: Where did you move from? 

Saskatchewan 

Rhys: Why did so many people come from the prairies out to Penny? 

Economic reasons. They couldn't make a living out there. It was pretty bad. 
Nobody could find any work so everybody was heading off to BC to work in the 
mills. There was lots of mills along there. Every tiny little town had a mill next to 
it. 

Rhys: So your family moved for economic reasons? 

Yes. 

Rhys: Did your Dad get a job in the mill there? 

Sure did. We lived in a company house - two room house. Outhouse in the back, 
pump in the front. We had power though. 

Rhys: Hopefully they didn't connect. 

No. 

Rhys: You did have power? 

We had power, yeah. We used to listen to the radio in those days for 
entertainment. 

Rhys: Did you have power all the time or just 6 to 11? 

All the time. We had it all the time. We had lights - not too many plug-ins though. 

Rhys: How much do you think your Dad paid for rent? 
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I know, $18 a month. And that was a ... it was tough. Like we didn't have a lot of 
money and he wasn't making big money, so $18 was like, "wow, we've made it". 
I don't know how much he was making at that time. I remember the way we sort 
of had to scrimp and save, make sure we paid the rent. 

Rhys: Would the company fire you if you didn't pay the rent? 

Well they'd probably evict you out of the house, yeah. Like they controlled the 
housing. They were the landlord as well. So you got the job, they offered you a 
house, and then you paid rent to the mill. Some of the young guys, like the single 
guys, like yourself, if they were working in the mill, would live in the bunkhouse 
and be boarded there and that kind of thing. 

Rhys: Could single men get a house if they wanted to? 

I don't think so. It was just mainly families, couples and that. 

Rhys: I guess they assumed a couple would soon be a family. 

That's right, something like that. 

Rhys: What do you think the approximate population was in Penny when 
you moved there? 

At that time? Well trying to guess, I think it was around maybe 200 people, 2-300, 
something like that. 

Rhys: Did most of them live in company houses? 

There was all kinds ... there was forestry housing too there as well. There was CN 
housing. There was all different companies had housing. And then there was some 
private housing as well. But the bulk of the housing was the mill. It was the main 
industry. But the CN also offered housing. 

Rhys: The forestry office? 

Forestry had housing, yeah. They had about 4 or 5 houses along the river there. 

Rhys: Oh, you mean forestry companies, not the Ministry of Forests? 

Well, the Ministry of Forests. They had a forestry department or whatever. Yeah, 
they had forestry men living in Penny and then there was a couple of people 
working for the Forestry, I guess, that lived in the houses there too, because we all 
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went to school with them. 

Rhys: Do you think people moved in and out of Penny a lot? 

Yup. There was lots of movement. 

Rhys: Was it mostly the single men who were living there, or families? 

I don't know about that population as much but I know we had lots of immigrants 
from different countries living there. Like there was quite a number of those, like 
Italians and Portuguese and German. 

Rhys: Would a particular ethnic group usually come in in one year? Would it 
be like say Italians in '56 or something like this? 

No, I don't think so. I think it was just a mixture of them. 

Rhys: So there was no big wave? 

No. But I think a lot of immigrants did come into this part of the country at that 
time. 

Rhys: Oh definitely. Italians, Portuguese, Germans. Any Scandinavians as 
well? 

Not that I remember them. And lots of Slavics too. There was Polish, Ukrainian, 
or like that [inaudible??]. 

Rhys: Somebody mentioned there were lots of Scandinavians around Willow 
River, and Hungarians too. 

I didn't meet anybody. That's my heritage, Scandinavians. I'm not familiar with 
that but maybe somebody else knows. 

Rhys: What do you think was the main reason for people leaving? 

I think they just moved to like another little place along the way or a better job. 
People were always looking for something better, you know. If they were working 
at this kind of thing in the mill... but I can get a job over at Sinclair Mills and I can 
make 50 cents more an hour, whatever. So I think it was mainly ... it was the job 
market for most people. And people were looking to make money, because those 
were tough years in the '50s eh. 
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Rhys: They were really tough years eh? 

Yeah they were tough. They were tough in Saskatchewan. That's why a lot of 
people came out during that time to try and make a living. Economically, I think 
that's when the big influx happened in BC was in the '50s and '60s. Of course 
that's when all the pulp mills here started to happen and all that kind of stuff. And 
that really made this place boom. 

Rhys: My image of the '50s has always been Leave it to Beaver and the 
world's a happy place, really conservative. 

Definitely wasn't in the north. 

Rhys: So why did your family end up leaving Penny? 

Well I had to go to school, high school. My school ended in Grade 7 so we moved 
for that reason. 

Rhys: So the family moved for you? 

Yes. They used to board kids in this ... I don't know if anybody told you about the 
dorms here? 

Rhys: Yes. 

And my Dad didn't want that to happen where I'd live here Monday to Friday, 
take the train out on the weekend and back in. A lot of kids, I don't think they 
graduated from highschool. 

Rhys: So when you were growing up then, what did your family do for fun? 
You mentioned the ... 

Fun? We'd go down to the river and skip rocks. That was a big Sunday thing, skip 
rocks. That sounds just so mundane but it was a mile walk to the river. We'd skip 
rocks and that was a family thing. There was movies Thursday night. They were 
sent out on the train and we had a projectionist. He worked at the station. He was 
also the CN agent. And he'd show movies at the community hall. He heated it up 
during the day; a little wood heater, start a fire in the mornings so it would be 
warm at night. We'd make our popcorn, take it in paper bags. We walked to the 
show, about a mile and a half or two - it didn't matter what time of the year - so 
we could go to show. That was Thursday nights. And then there used to be 
dances, I think, for the adults and stuff, occasionally, like every couple of months 
or something because lots of them made home-made music, lots of musicians 
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Ii ved out there, tuba players and all that stuff. There was lots of music. House 
parties and I think there used to be dances. 

Rhys: Do you play an instrument at all? 

A little bit of accordion. Not serious though. It's mainly for my family because my 
family's musical. It was mainly walks. We took lots of walks. And as kids ... are 
you talking about kids or families? 

Rhys: I was actually asking about what your parents did next question. 

If they did something separate from us? 

Rhys: Yeah that's right. 

Not a Jot. They would go over to like a friend's house for a drink, but I mean 
nothing much. It would be more like visiting. We did tons of bike riding and 
fishing, like on our own and wade through all those creeks, and lots of 
tobogganing, like in the winter. Go up the hills and slide, tons of sliding. We did 
lots of that. We put miles on the thing, and ran across the road because there was 
no cars, you see. I think there was only one car or two so you knew when they 
were coming. We had total freedom that way. Did what we want. Build forts. 
We'd put up tree forts and we were all slamming nails and doing stuff like that. 

Rhys: What kind of movies would you get? Can you remember? 

Lots of dusters, old westerns and John Wayne and [inaudible??], that kind of 
stuff. I can remember watching lots of those. 

Rhys: Dusters? 

That's what I called them, like westerns. Bang, bang, your dead stuff. 

Rhys: Did you get news reels or cartoons? 

I don't know but I remember Phil Blankerman. I don't know if they used to have 
the whole series like that. They just showed a movie kind of thing. Like that was 
quite excit.ing. We looked forward to Thursday nights, boy. 

Rhys: How much did it cost to get in? 

I don't know if it was a quarter, something like that. Nothing in today's market. It 
didn't seem like very much. 
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Rhys: Did you buy gift certificates? 

Yeah, right. 

Rhys: I want to look at the layout of the townsite here. So when you got there 
in the '50s, did you have ... I'll just go down the list here, a store? 

Yes. There was a store. Store and post office combined in one building. The post 
office was sort of off in the comer. The store was the main part of the building. 

Rhys: I interviewed Mr. Mellos? 

Yeah, yeah, okay. Well they ran the store. They'll have lots of good stuff. And 
then there was a rooming house because that's their relative too. I think they 
would take in people ... strangers who didn't have a place to stay. 

Rhys: So sort of like a hotel? 

Yeah. Well it was called a rooming house, it wasn't .... It would be like the 
modem bed and breakfast kind of deal. You know, homey like. Not as formal as a 
hotel. And the station of course, the CN station. You could buy your ticket and 
then it was a regular stop, of course. The trains always stopped there. 

Rhys: And I get that's where you would pick up telegraphs? 

Yeah, there was telegraphs there. There was a phone at the ... I think there was 
about 2 phones in the town, one in the store and one at the millwright's office. 
There wasn't like phones in everybody's houses. If you needed to use the phone 
you had to walk to the store. Like if the storekeeper said you could use the phone 
or whatever. 

Rhys: How did it work, who paid for the phones if you went to use the phone 
to phone say Prince George? 

I guess ... we used to run a bill up at the store. When your cheque came you went 
and paid for it, I think that's how it worked. People didn't use a lot of cash. 

Rhys: Was there a graveyard there? 

Yeah. I couldn't find it last time I was out there and looked but there was one. 

Rhys: What about a pub? 
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No. 

Rhys: A church? 

There was a Catholic church and we used to have travelling ministers come in for 
the rest of us Protestants and whatever. These travelling ministers used to come 
through all the time and they would do a sermon in the school. 

Rhys: Oh, they didn't use the Catholic church eh? 

No. That's not cool. They would use the school, but the Catholic church was 
really a happening place. There were a lot of Catholics. 

Rhys: Really? 

Yes. It was a nice building. 

Rhys: Still there-? 

I don't know if it's still ... I think it's still standing. See I went out for a reunion 
but I can't remember. It was really hard to find things because everything looks 
really different. 

Rhys: That's right. [comment inaudible] 

Oh yeah, all the old girls said [inaudible??] came to my place. [inaudible] 

Rhys: How about running water? 

Well some people had running water depending which house you were at. A few 
houses had running water, but we start it with a pump. 

Rhys: The system was connected. It wasn't each house had its own pumping 
system? 

No, I think we shared a pump between a few houses. like people would all come 
to like a community pump. I don't think every house had a pump. We didn't have 
a well in every yard, no. So people shared that. I'm not sure how the running 
water system worked but there was only running water in ... I don't know, when I 
was there about four of the company houses. They actually had flush toilets and 
bathtubs. That was really exotic was to get one of those houses. We eventually 
worked towards getting one of those houses by '62, in the 60's. 
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Rhys: So did you get one of those houses? 

Yeah we did. We actually had a wood furnace in it. 

Rhys: So that was sort of management or something, that you ended up 
getting it? 

Yeah, it was more and more rents. I think he was making better money at the time. 
He never went into management. He was just a labourer, faller [comment 
inaudible] 

Rhys: You mentioned electricity? 

Yeah, we had electricity when we first moved there. 

Rhys: Plumbing? 

I don't remember; I don't remember if there was a sink because we had to haul out 
all the bad water, whatever. So I'm not sure if it actually drained into the sink or if 
we had to have like a dishpan, like pour it into a bucket [inaudible??]. 

Rhys: What kind of health services were there? 

The first aid man at the mill, that's it. If there was a major accident, that's who 
fixed you up. Get you into town, like. So you had to get on a train or ... when my 
brother broke his leg, we had to hire an airplane. 

Rhys: Really? Which company did you hire? 

I don't remember. Two different ones. They wouldn't fit in one plane so they had 
to get another plane, so it was quite an adventure. That's in [Hansard??]. But 
when we were in school, when it came to vaccinations and stuff, the health nurse I 
think, came out from Prince George. They'd line us up and shoot us up with our 
vaccinations, and whatever, then leave. 

Rhys: Was there an airstrip out there? 

No, helicopters used to land on one. No, the planes landed on the river, pontoons. 

Rhys: I guess in the winter they'd just ... 

If they needed to. There wasn't an awful lot of planes. There was more air activity 
like in the summer when there were forest fires. You know, the forestry and 
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helicopters and that kind of stuff. Actually, I have pictures of that, standing beside 
a helicopter, the first time I saw a helicopter. 

Rhys: When was that? 

Probably about '57- '58. My Mom's got great photos from out there of some of the 
old buildings, the original ones and stuff. [inaudible??]. 

Rhys: So if you wanted to go shopping or something, I guess you'd go into 
Prince George? 

If you needed anything_ major, yeah. That was a major trip, coming on the train. 
We came in on the weigh freight like on a Saturday morning. We'd leave about 
10:00 or something like that in the morning and we'd be in town here and spend 
the whole day and take the ... called the VIA now, the CN back then at night, walk 
all the way back home. 

Rhys: How far would that be? 

Well maybe two miles. We came in at two or three in the morning. 

Rhys: That would be a fun family thing to do wasn't it? 

Yeah, except getting home was not because then you would have been snoozing 
on the train and then "oh it's time to get off', you know. So sometimes we did 
Prince George or McBride. You see, we're half way so we'd go to either place. I 
remember lots of fun times in McBride too. It was like a happening little place 
then. 

Rhys: Was it quite a bit bigger than it is now? 

I think so. I think but I could be wrong. It just seemed as much fun as Prince 
George. So sometimes it was like we'd go to McBride but generally, like our 
doctor and dentist and stuff was in Prince George. So when we went to the 
dentist, we got a whole day off of school of course, and when we came into town 
we'd do our business. 

Rhys: Would you come to Prince George very often, like every weekend? 

Oh no, not every weekend. Maybe, I don't know, once a month or something like 
that, you know depending on what needed to be done. 

Rhys: So would you mainly go to Prince George or McBride? 
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No, no. Prince George had our main services but we did go to McBride just for 
fun. So Prince George had our doctor and as I said, the dentist and stuff like that. 

Rhys: Oh, and I guess the bank too? 

I don't know how they handled money. I don't remember. I don't know what they 
did because see, we didn't really own anything. I don't really know. I've never 
thought about this. I'll have to check with Mom. She'd be a good one to talk to. I 
can fill in the gaps with her information. I never thought of it. 

Rhys: So you had a school there? 

Yes, a two room School. That was grade 1 to 7. I think it was grade 1 to 3 or 4 in 
one room and then the rest of the grades in the other room. The little room and the 
big room we used to call them. 

Rhys: Did it change at all? Did they expand the school? Was there declining 
enrolment? 

Oh yeah. That's what happened over the years like after we left ... I think it got 
smaller and pretty soon it was down to like one room. They used the other room 
for ... 

Rhys: The big room or the small room? 

Well we just used it by the ages of the kids, like little room, big room. Just little 
guys and so sort of graduation getting into the big room, the teacher said. One was 
the head teacher, I guess. We didn't have a principal. But one sort of ran the 
whole show, make sure there was heat, light and all that sort of stuff. 

Rhys: Did you guys have monitors, like responsibilities? 

Filling ink wells. We had to fill the ink up and jobs like that. It was boring stuff. 
Same stuff we have now, cleaning boards. And we had outhouses there too. We 
didn't have flush toilets and so on. 

Rhys: So what about field trips? 

Field trips? We didn't do anything like that. 

Rhys: Can you tell me a little bit about the social life of young people, like 
dating, meeting people and [inaudible??]? 
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Well see, I was just 12 when I left there so I was just becoming interested in boys 
and stuff. There was nothing to do really other than your activities that you 
normally did, riding bikes. We all rode bikes together and hung out together kind 
of thing, or hang out at the store on Saturdays, go and have a pop and hope 
somebody would come by, you know. And again, we just spent lots of time just 
walking, walking along the tracks. That's where you'd meet lots of people was 
walking the tracks. 

Rhys: That was the big thing? 

Yeah. Like in the spring when it was really muddy, you jumped up on the tracks 
and walked on there because it was nice and dry. So if you'd be walking along 
you might meet people, but socially there wasn't an awful lot. 

Rhys: Do you think more people back then had pets, like domestic animals, 
like dog, cats ... 

Yeah. There was iots of dogs and cats and stuff like that, rabbits. 

Rhys: Rabbits? 

Oh yeah, we had a pet rabbit. It was in the house all the time. 

Rhys: Not for pie? 

Oh no, no, just for fun. We always had rabbits. 

Rhys: Do you think more people had pets back then than now? 

Well my street is pretty busy with pets too. Maybe not as exotic, just cats and dogs 
now. But we certainly had lots of rabbits. 

Rhys: That's neat, people kept rabbits? 

Well a lot of us did. 

Rhys: They just hopped around and didn't poop in the house? 

I don't know. He'd just come in and visit now and then. We never kept him in 
over night or anything but the doors were always open so he ran in and out. We 
made sure he was fed. 

Rhys: How old were you when your family started locking your doors? 
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Probably ... in Prince George, I think we locked our doors. I don't remember 
locking them. I think we used to lock them when Mom and Dad went somewhere. 
That was more in the city. You felt more self-conscious because we were so close 
to a lot of people. We didn't know who they were, right. 

Rhys: But if there were a lot of people were moving in and out of Penny, you 
must not have known them all. 

No. 

Rhys: You felt safer for some reason? 

Yes. Terribly safe. Yeah, really safe, I don't know why, to this day. It was a great 
childhood. 

Rhys: I'll move on to the employment category here? Where did most people 
work when you lived in Penny? 

I would say the bulk was at the mill. 

Rhys: How many mills were there? 

One. 

Rhys: Do you remember who owned it? 

No, I don't. I remember a couple of millwrights but I don't remember who 
actually owned the mill. 

Rhys: Do you know what it was called? 

I thought it was just called the Penny sawmill but I could be wrong. 

Rhys: Do you remember any strikes or labour disruptions? 

Yes. My Dad was involved in some kind of union action. I remember it was really 
intense. That's all I remember as a kid. It was real serious stuff. He had to go to 
Prince George to meetings and I think that was the 1W A. I could be wrong but I 
thought that was the union at that time [inaudible]. 

Rhys: What year was that? 

It was a few years after we arrived so I don't know ... was it '58 or '59 maybe? 
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Somewhere in there. 

Rhys: Late '50s? 

Yes. There was some kind of unrest so I don't know what had happened there. I 
don't recall but I know that it was a really intense situation. I'm not sure if there 
was any kind of strike action, or a threat of strike or something. I'm not sure. The 
whole town was involved in it. It was really intense and that's all I remember as a 
kid you know. 

Rhys: Did it happen in the winter or the summer? 

I don't remember. 

Rhys: Was your Dad a shop steward or anything? 

Well he must have been ... he must have had something to do with that. Now I 
don't know if they called them that at that time but he was some kind of a 
representative anyway. 

Rhys: How would you describe the quality of the housing at the time? 

Very poor. [inaudible??], like no insulation. Blankets used to freeze to the wall in 
the winter. Airtight heater to heat with was critical. 

Rhys: An airtight heater? 

An airtight heater in the living room and then we had like a cook stove in the 
kitchen. It was very cold. You know the airtight heaters, the little tin ones they 
have in cabins? You ever see one? It's just like a tin little can kind of thing with a 
lid on it so it doesn't hold the heat. Like you can have an instant fire but you can't 
put a Jog on it and have it go all night. It would bum out too much. 

Rhys: So someone would have to be up to light it at night? 

That's right. But usually we just piled on the covers and just hoped we wouldn't 
be cold in the morning. My Dad never let us get out of bed until he lit the fire and 
warmed the place up. So it was pretty awful. It's funny now but I remember 
ripping the covers off the wall and all the frost I was sleeping next to! 

Rhys: Did you have bugs in the summer at all? 

No, I don't remember bugs. Not as bad as now I don't think. I don't know. Maybe 
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we just ignored them all. 

Rhys: Or you smelled worse and the bugs didn't come near you. 

I don't recall beating off bugs. 

Rhys: Could you rent to own a house with the company? 

No, they owned them. 

Rhys: Were the houses to buy, were they expansive? 

I don't remember any houses to buy. As I say, all these different ... like those other 
forestry houses, the railway houses .... There was a few pieces of private property, I 
don't know how they even bought them. They must have had ... they must have 
built their own houses then. There wasn't actually a house that you could just go 
and buy. 

Rhys: So what were the most pleasant aspects of living in the community? 

Probably just nature itself. I mean we were right next to all kinds of running water 
and the mountains, phenomenal mountains. And the fish in the river! I mean we 
had all that natural stuff there just at our finger tips all the time. Even the little 
creek, when we came home from school, it would trinkle along there and we'd get 
a drink of fresh water out of the creek. 

Rhys: Someone was telling me a little bit about something called the green 
peak or something like that. 

[inaudible] 

Rhys: What were the negative aspects? 

Well the isolation. As I say, when my brother broke his leg, my Dad was really 
upset. We'd better get out of this place. And the lack of the services. And what do 
you do when you break your leg? It took so long to get him into the hospital. I 
think that was probably the scariest thing that happened to our family. I mean 
what do you do with this kid? It was broken up in the thigh bone so it was really, 
really serious. 

Rhys: What would women do if they were expecting? 

I don't know. I don't know how they handle that, probably try and get into town 
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earlier and stay with a friend or something in town here and wait. Because it was 
hard getting into town. A lot of people kept their vehicles like in Aleza Lake. 
When I cut my leg, that's how ... I went in a forestry speeder to Aleza Lake. Went 
down to the mill, got my leg bandaged up in a splint, and then the forestry speeder 
took me ... the forestry guy and my Dad, went to Aleza Lake, got in his car and 
drove the rest of the way to Prince George. It took 6 hours to go that whole 
distance. 

Rhys: 6 hours? 

Yeah, on a speeder, you know. 

Rhys: How slow do they go? 

Well they don't work very fast. You know those little bucket things on the 
railway, those working things. No, they don't go very fast. 

Rhys: They should be able to go a few kilometres an hour, at least as fast as a 
snowmobile right? 

No, they were slow. Well I have no idea. It took a long time and then I got my 
stitches and came out on the passenger. That was quite horrendous. So things like 
that bugged my Dad a lot. 

Rhys: So he had a car in Aleza Lake? 

No, the forestry guy had a car there so that's why we went with a speeder and all 
that. 

Rhys: Was there a parking lot for everyone who lives past Aleza Lake? 

I don't know where people kept their cars, probably just next to the tracks. It was 
not as formal as now, parking lots. Just leave your car there. 

Rhys: Did you notice any separation between rich and poor residents? 

No. There were some people that were better off but I think generally we were 
almost the same, we felt the same. I notice more nowadays, more distinction 
between them than there was in those days. Especially in those little towns. Like 
the millwright always had a little more but ... 

Rhys: But he had more pay too? 
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Yeah. 

Rhys: How about any like ethnic distinctions? 

No. Well that's where I learned to be so accepting. There were just awesome 
people. We mixed with all of them regardless of whether they spoke English. I 
learned a lot. 

Rhys: Did the town have community get-togethers for all community 
residents? 

Well generally it was through the school. Like we had a Christmas concert. It was 
a community event. There used to be ball ... people used to play ball. This was a 
more adult thing. That's another adult thing if you don't have that in as well, ball 
games in between these places. They used to come by boat, like Goat River and 
Crescent Spur, they'd come by boat up to Penny and play ball and that was a 
community thing. Everybody would sit down and watch the ball game and then 
they'd [inaudible??]. That was quite fun. 

Rhys: Do you remember the mill sponsoring community events? 

No. 

Rhys: So. now we're going to look at gender relations for a little bit. Did 
women work outside the home? 

Never. No, I don't remember women working, unless the camp cook might have 
been a woman. But I don't know if she lived there or if she lived .... I don't 
remember women working. 

Rhys: Were the teachers women? 

Well I mean it was so hard to live, you know. You had to hand wash clothes and 
oh God, just living was ... I think it was usually men that worked. The 
storekeeper's wife, of course, worked at the store and they owned it. No, it was a 
man's working world and the women did the kid thing and the food and the bread, 
and baking bread and all that business, washing clothes, keeping the house 
together and gardening. Lots of gardens. They Ii ved on the gardens of course 
because the store never had a lot of stuff, so it was really posh in the summer -
lettuce and radishes and salads and all that kind of nice stuff. We never had that in 
the winter. Mainly potatoes and turnips and carrots. That basically ... cabbage. I 
don't remember much for vegetables. 
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Rhys: What did you think of seasoning as a kid? Did you have ketchup or ... 

Oh I loved ketchup. We had ketchup in those days. It must be ancient, ancient 
seasoning. What else have you got in gender there? Anything else? 

Rhys: Were there any single parent families in the community? 

I don't think there were a lot. They had at least two adults and I don't know if 
they're married or not. I think there was at least 2 adults living in the home. I 
think that was a survival thing too. I don't know if women could have survived in 
that kind of a setting on their own, compared to now anyway. 

Rhys: That's what other people have said to me before actually. 

But I don't know if that was the reason. I don't remember any single parent 
families. 

Rhys: Can you recall there be a women's support group or where just 
women would get together, Women's Auxiliary? 

No, they would do like baby showers and all that business, the social thing like 
that. There wasn't a structured .... 

Rhys: Any daycares or babysitter's services? 

No. Neighbours just used neighbours. 

Rhys: You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours? 

Yeah, that's right. It was more bartering. You watch my kids and I'll watch yours. 
We never had any money in a sense. You'd never hire office staff. 

Rhys: You mentioned ethnic groups for a little bit there, you mentioned First 
Nations ones. 

Yeah, we had a First Nations friend. 

Rhys: Any East Indians? 

No East Indians, no. But First Nations, we had that. 

Rhys: Just one family? 
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Yeah, just one family. They had a lot of kids. They had about 10 kids or 
something. Filled the school up, you know. One of my best friends and then they 
moved to Hixon. She's still living in town too. Do you need names of people? 

Rhys: Yes. 

I have to think what her last name is now but she's really involved in the Metis 
Organization here in town. I can't remember who she married. She was a 
[Quinn??] But she'd be a really good one to talk too. I know somebody else who 
knows the guy she married. 

Rhys: Do you remember any racism towards ... 

No. That was an awesome community to live in. It was totally inclusive. There 
was no ... I mean we had everybody from everywhere. I don't remember anything 
like that. I didn't even know what Indians were until I came to Prince George and 
people used to talk about these ... I'd ask my Mom, "is that like the Quinns", you 
know. Like I didrr't even know what people were talking about. 

Rhys: I think maybe we'll spend a little time looking at your Upper Fraser 
stuff. Because you sort of have the two periods. 

Yeah, that's right, I do. 

Rhys: This will be fast though. 

Yeah, because there's not as much information. 

Rhys: So when did you go to Upper Fraser? 

'88. 

Rhys: And you taught there right? 

Yes. 

Rhys: What do you think the approximate population was? 

Gee, I don't know. There was almost 3 classrooms, or two classrooms. Probably a 
couple of hundred people anyway. It's hard to know. 

Rhys: Why did you move up there? 
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Well I had just come back from Alberta so I was looking for work here in the 
district, and usually in Prince George it's all those outlying areas that nobody 
wants to work in. I said I'd teach there. When I heard it was Upper Fraser, I knew 
what the community would be like so I had no fears. 

Rhys: Did you enjoy teaching there? 

Yeah, I liked it. [comment inaudible] 

Rhys: Yeah. 

[comment inaudible - something about Julie] 

Rhys: It was you, Julie and ... 

Barb Austin. 

Rhys: That's right. She said she was in Upper Fraser. 

Yeah, that's right. 

Rhys: Why did enjoy teaching there? 

Well it was like going home because I knew Sinclair Mills and I knew the area 
kind of, I'd been there before. It was comfy - the Fraser River. Feel at home with 
the Fraser you know. Sort of a natural connection. 

Rhys: Were they difficult kids to teach? 

No. They were nice kids. 

Rhys: Is it more difficult teaching here? 

Oh yeah. This is a whole different environment. 

Rhys: Well this is sort of bushier. 

Yeah. 

Rhys: Perhaps more supportive? 

Very supportive. They came out in force to do stuff. Whenever you needed help or 
whatever, there was lots of parents. There was parents almost daily coming in to 
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see if there's something to do. How could they help or whatever. It's pretty 
[inaudible??]. Or if they're going into town, they'd slip by and say, "can we pick 
up anything for you?", if you need anything, or mail or whatever. 

Rhys: Well I guess you lived there. You're all part of the same community 
too, so it's pretty neat. 

Yeah. 

Rhys: That's what Julie mentioned as well. 

Yeah, very, very homey. You would quite often see parents sitting in the staff 
room having coffee in the morning. 

Rhys: What were some of the negatives of teaching in Upper Fraser? 

Not a lot. I guess there just wasn't a lot of access to ... maybe like sports, 
organized stuff. like kids didn't really learn a lot of recreational things maybe. 
There wouldn't be a lot of that. Like they couldn't go swimming. There was no 
pool, you know, all those kinds of fun things. I think some times some of the kids 
sort of [inaudible??] 

Rhys: How about for living ... like I just mean sort of personal? 

For kids or myself? 

Rhys: For yourself. 

Social life was really difficult as a teacher in a small community. You couldn't 
really have your own life. Everybody was sort of watching because you are one of 
the community leaders and that kind of thing. 

Rhys: Yeah, and they see where you live and they see who's parked in your 
driveway. 

Yeah, so a person had to be a little more discreet than living in town here. 

Rhys: Could you get to Prince George easily? 

Oh yeah. 

Rhys: So you could just ... 
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Oh sure, yeah. I spent a lot of time in Prince George because my family lived here 
so on weekends and all that kind of stuff. Because that's the reason I came back to 
Prince George, because my parents were getting older and [inaudible??]. 

Rhys: Did most people work in the mill there? 

Yes. And then of course CN there. They hired several workers. 

Rhys: What did people in Upper Fraser do for fun, and I also mean the 
parents? 

Well again, like the small town things like house parties and visiting back and 
forth. And of course a lot of people came into town for a real social life when they 
wanted to go out to a movie or go out for dinner or something. So we would sort 
of combine like the shopping and go out for night life. 

Rhys: Was alcohol abuse a big problem in the community? 

I don't know. I wouldn't be able to say that. Well people did drink. I don't know 
if it was a .... but it was just as serious as a family here and there like we have too. 

Rhys: Do you think it's really changed much since you grew up in Penny 
become more or less of a problem? 

I don't know. Because it's hard to tell as a kid, you know, when your family ... we 
moved, it was doing it [inaudible??]. It seemed to be a bit of it in the end. 

Rhys: So you mentioned you lived in a teacherage. Is that a decent place to 
live? 

Well it was just like a single trailer. It was okay. 

Rhys: Did you have to pay rent on it? 

Yeah. I think it was $156 a month I paid, two bedrooms. It was furnished. 

Rhys: Did you have to live there? 

No, I chose that because I wasn't wild about winter driving. You know, ice on the 
roads and all that sort of stuff. During the days I was teaching anyway. 

Rhys: That's what Julie said too. I can understand. 
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Other people started commuting though, the ones later after us. We were the last 
breed that actually lived there. The last. Everybody else [inaudible??]. It was just 
awful. 

Rhys: But you were single at the time, right? 

Yes. And I'd just go out there and stay and come back. 

Rhys: Ethnic stuff in Upper Fraser. 

[inaudible??]. We had a few First Nations ... or maybe Metis families 
[inaudible??]. No, I don't remember any [inaudible??]. 

Rhys: Well is there anything else you can think of [inaudible??] 

About Upper Fraser? 

Rhys: Yeah, or whatever you want to tell me. 

Well no, if you look at services and something, there was a store at that time but 
that's about it. 

Rhys: Was there a liquor store? 

No, no, just a little general store. 

Rhys: Was there a cemetery? 

I think they had a [inaudible??]. No, it was pretty much an empty little town 
actually. But I think being so close to Prince George and people travelling ... of 
course it's a good road and stuff. It was totally a different era in '88 compared to 
... because the people did commute a lot to Prince George to do stuff. People 
hunted though, lots of hunting. Fair amount of fishing, whether it was fun or 
recreation or feeding the family or whatever. I mean you combine it, whatever. I 
don't know if people boated that much. And then Erwin of course is going to fill 
in all the gaps here. 

Rhys: So who is this guy? 

Erwin has lived there, I think, a long time. He bought I don't know how much 
land out there, I don't know what he owns out there actually. He owned the old 
bunkhouse in Crescent Spur and he turned it into a pub. That was kind of a little 
happening place and he did lots of stuff. He used to have like New Year's parties 
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and mother's day brunches and all kinds of stuff and we'd all go to them and he 
would invite everybody. He's quite a character. Of course, he's one of the 
Regional Directors, eh, for that area. He's a good guy, he's a real good guy. 

Rhys: He still lives out there? 

Yeah, he still lives out there. Oh no, he lives in Crescent Spur. He's in the phone 
book and you can find him. He's pretty accessible. He's a neat character and we 
had a lot of fun with him. 

Rhys: You're the third person to say that. 

Yeah. He's a real neat guy. As I say, he could probably give you an overview of 
more what happened between the '60s, '70s, and '80s. Whereas me, I'm sort of 
leaping from the '50s to the '80s. He could probably fill it a lot of good stuff for 
you. And he's seen lots of changes. 

Rhys: I know what I forgot to ask about. Any hippies out there? 

Not at that time. Of course that was the era. When I lived in Penny .... oh you 
mean in Upper Fraser? 

Rhys: Or both? 

Upper Fraser, there was some eccentric people living out there. 

Rhys: Oh, who worked in the mill? 

No, CN. CN workers. There was a lot of characters collecting in different places 
in there. And the era before me, before '88, there was a few colourful characters 
out there. And people coming [inaudible??]. 

Rhys: I was at an interview awhile ago, she was talking about this artist 
couple who lived in Penny and they were only known by their initial. 

Yeah, I know. I met them at the reunion. They are really funny. 

Rhys: What's with them? 

I have no idea. They're very weird. Yeah, that whole thing has happened to Penny 
since I left so that's real weird to even understand .... 

[end of side one] 
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... He could give you quite a history. I mean he's written a history, you know, 
Dead Man's Creek and all that stuff. Jackie is quite an historian. 

Rhys: So what's up with the people you see [inaudible??]. Tell me about that. 

I don't really know. As I say, I just met them at the reunion. It was just a social 
event for the weekend but I think people were just looking for a place away from 
all the hubbub. I think that's what happened to Penny. It became sort of like a 
little squatter neighborhood, and tree planters and all kinds of weird people lived 
out there. But I have no connections to that at all. I don't know any of the people 
there. It seems very strange to me. That's a '70s thing. That's what happened, I 
think, in the '70s okay. I don't even know if I have my years right. It was awhile 
after we were out of there that that happened. The townsite closed down. People 
took it over and made it their own place. So that's a whole other kind of history. 
It's totally different. 

Rhys: I'm sure Erwin's still living up in ... 

Yeah, and Bill Bennett. I mean my God! He lives in Penny. And as I say, Jackie 
Boudreau, you've got to talk to him. He's a wild man. You'll love talking to him. 
He's got great stories. All the Boudreau clan. Jackie's easy to get a hold of. He's 
in the phone book too. And of course, he's a writer. Of course, Bob Harkins. 

Rhys: Someone's done him. It's good that we've done most of the neat people 
though. 

I'm trying to think if there are any of the teachers left, if any of the teachers are 
still around. 

Rhys: I'm still curious about the people with the initials. I'm going to find 
out about that. 

No, I can't help you with that. As I say, I only met them [inaudible??] 

Rhys: I know what I should ask you about too. Apparently there were some 
Japanese internment camps out there. Were there any Japanese families still 
living there? 

Not during my time. 

Rhys: Different people have different [inaudible??] 

I have no idea. That would be something to ask some of these old-timers. 
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Rhys: Okay. You might know about this. How about bootleggers? Were 
there any out there? 

Probably. There probably were but I wouldn't know who they were. But probably, 
if you really needed a drink you could probably find one from somebody. 

Rhys: I see. [inaudible??] to take the train into Prince George? 

Yeah, you could probably just go to .... Some guy might have stocked up a few 
extra bottles. There probably was. Jackie will know a lot about that kind of stuff, I 
think. I don't think people made their own liquor or anything but there might have 
been a bootlegger. I wouldn't be able to .... that's my childhood so it's real hard to 
know that kind of stuff. 

Rhys: It's hard when you're a kid to pick up that sort of stuff. 

That's right. My Mom might know. 

Rhys: Well thanks very much then. Can you think of any other people ... like 
we got Bill Bennett, Jackie Boudreau and Erwin Stoll. 

I'm just trying to think. Alice Chambers ... she's a mean old lady. Talk to Erwin 
about her. They'll recommend yeah or nay, but she's quite a character and I think 
she worked somewhere [inaudible??] but I'm not sure. She was a single mom for 
awhile because her husband committed suicide in the early '70s. She might have 
some interesting stories for you, or perceptions about the whole thing. I don't 
know. She's a mean old lady. It might be interesting, whether she would 
participate or not. But I would say the whole Boudreau family. I don't know if you 
know all the women too as well, like Josie Fisher. She lives in town here too. 
Isabelle Motine [inaudible??]. They're all part of the Boudreau family. 
[something about Isabel being older than Jackie and having more information ??]. 

Rhys: Jackie is a guy? 

Yeah. Jack actually. He's the author of the books that are out, you know, like 
Dead Man's Creek or whatever. He's written a lot about hunting and fishing and 
all that. I'm trying to think of someone else you can you interview. Well I would 
say those two women would be really fun to interview. They would be a lot of 
fun, and they would enjoy it too. Alice is really vicious. 

Rhys: She's vicious? What do you mean by that? 

She's a mean old lady. We were scared of her. It might be interesting. 
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Rhys: You're not the only person to say this ... 

If you want to talk to some European people that used to live out there? There's 
Asterinos. Do you know any Asterino's in town? Put down ... well Yolanda is 
my age. Are you interested in older or .... ? Like I'm not sure .... Put down 
Buljevic. She might be ... you tell her you interviewed me so that she knows more 
people were interviewed. I want to make sure that I got the right spelling here 
because she came straight from Italy there so she would be a good lady to talk to. 

Rhys: It's weird that they picked Penny. 

Yeah, I know. That would be real interesting to find out how they got there. Okay, 
B-U-L-J-E-V-I-C, and her name is Yolanda. And another one ... I know a German 
couple who never did have kids. Lovely people. I want to make sure I spell it 
right. 

[brief interruption in interview to deal with ringing telephone] 

Because we never knew them by their last names so we never knew the name. 
Here it is, Bernard Sasdrich. Bernard and Helen. Lovely German couple. They 
are so nice. They would be nice to talk to. They came, I believe, straight from 
Germany there too. And they'd be very nice. And then of course my Mom. She 
would give you a totally different version probably than a lot of this stuff too as 
well, and she would give you more of the adult side of it, if you want to talk to 
her. Now how long is the project going? Because she's not back til July. 

Rhys: For like 10 years. 

Oh okay. Then put down my Mom, Esther. And she's Chometsky. 

Rhys: Okay. 

I'm just trying to think of some other person but I don't know where they live. 
You've got some good people there. Alice is a wild one. It would be great to talk 
to her because she would give you a whole new thing on interviewing people. 
[comment inaudible]. I think it would be a good experience for you. [inaudible??] 
talk to one person. Just say ... well how about Alice? What do you think of me 
talking to Alice? But those other people are really heavy duty. They're lots of fun 
and they were our mentors, you see, us kids. Everybody was raising everybody 
else's kids as well. We were always hanging out with everyone. 

Rhys: Why did you decide to go into teaching? 
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When? 

Rhys: No, why? 

I was doing a French major at the time and then I switched. I was having an awful 
time doing a French major and so I heard about this program, the teaching, so I 
thought, oh I'll try it. I ended up going into it, so I switched. 

Rhys: So you went into teaching by default? 

Yeah, sort of, and then I got so I actually enjoyed it. I did my Master's in 
Education. 

Rhys: Well so many teachers go back now to do it through Consega or 
something like that, do those brutal night classes. 

I did the co-op thing at U.Vic and that was quite fun, you know, 6 months on 
campus, 6 months off. I never really pulled together but I went down and finished 
it off. 

Rhys: Okay. Thank you very much for the interview. 

[end of interview] 
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