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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Jean May 
3137 Nechako Drive 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M3B2 

Dear Jean: 

August 16, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with Dan for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is always greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

---Name of Participant: __ ..J_i:;_-A:-_.J_H~8~'1~-------

Place of interview: ~ l 3 t ,.J EC!.J..14 1-<-0 7),e · __ ...;;._ _________________ _ 

Mailing Address of Participant 

-- - '1/ ' Date: JL.JJJ~ ~ 0 0 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

S~ ature of Participant f Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

/J 
ignature of Partici 

tJ~ ;26 "oo. 

/ Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is-------- (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Jean May 
3137 Nechako Drive 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M3B2 

Dear Jean: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Penny with you. Thank-you for taking the 
time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser 
Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, 
as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was particularly 
interesting to hear your recollections of the pool hall - a place where women did not go. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, Dan Watt 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Assistant Professor, History Project Interviewer 



Interview #23 Jean May Jone 26, 2000 

Dan: This is Dan Watt with Jean May at her home on June 26, 2000. What is 
the one thing you remember most about your time spent in ... 

Penny. 

Dan: Penny? 

The one thing? [affirmative response]. Well that's kind of a vague question. I 
think probably that ... because we'd come from Edmonton ... we came from 
Saskatchewan to Edmonton for 2 years and then to Penny ... how small it was. 
And as kids we were given a lot of freedom because it was a little community, by 
no means safe because there were bears and swamps and the river and all kinds of 
things, but we had a lot of freedom and it was a close knit community and 
everybody looked after the kids. I think I was probably 12 when I went there and I 
remember that, compared to city life. 

Dan: What year was that that your family came? 

I think we went in for 1946 and I left to come into the dorm to go to school in '48. 
Twelve of us came from Penny to stay in the dormitory in Prince George to get 
our schooling. So we went home for summers and things. 

Dan: So you moved to Penny in roughly '46 and you moved away ... 

Well I was gone long before my family because I went to school and then when I 
graduated, I worked a year in Prince George and then went to Kamloops to 
nurses' training. I actually had a short time in Penny, with very very fond 
memories. It had quite an effect on me because we always talk about the good 
times in Penny, all of us Penny people. 

Dan: I've heard. 

Yeah, I think we did go on and on about it. "Oh, he's a Penny person", you know. 
It's funny. 

Dan: What would the approximate population have been when you lived 
there? 

Well you know, it's like a fish story. I think it grows and grows and somebody 
said it was 1200 in its prime but I don't think it was that. It was probably 6 
[hundred]. 
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Dan: Would you say the population was mostly young, old, male, female? 

Fairly young. There were about ... there was a large component of families and 
there was a large component of single men. 

Dan: Right. Did people move in and out a lot? 

I would think so. The company had built company houses and then there was a 
section of the community that owned property, like they bought property. And 
eventually we went to a company house and then we went ... my Dad bought 
property close to the school and we moved there. But I think generally there was 
comings and goings. As it says in the Penny book, most of the people in that time 
that came in were so happy to have permanent work that they just stayed. 

Dan: What percentage of the population would you guess owned their own 
home or property? 

Maybe 50% because people farmed. Must have been tough but they farmed. And 
the rest worked in the mill. 

Dan: So what would the main reason have been for leaving, when people 
move out? 

I don't know. Well my Dad left ... my Dad and Mom went off to move to Dome 
Creek and bought the store there because the mill shut down and logging changed. 
In fact, there would be a great many people still there if there would have been 
jobs, I think, because people fell in love with Penny. 

Dan: It's a nice place to live. And you left for school and you moved to Prince 
George and then Kamloops? 

Well I had to go somewhere to pass Grade 8 so that's when we came to Prince 
George. Because Harold Moffat and Ray Williston built that dormitory for kids 
along the line and it was an immediate success and as I say, there were at least 12 
of us at one time that came in, and it served from Grade 9 to 12 so it was ... there 
were a lot of kids that were eligible to come in. 

Dan: Did you kids band together based on communities, or did east line kids 
stick together? 

No. Well we were the country kids right away because we lived in the dormitory. 
There were 25 boys and 25 girls and we were the country kids. But it didn't matter 
after awhile. 
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Dan: I guess. Were there kids from outlying communities in other directions 
like say I or ... 

Yup. And you know there were no roads and the roads that were here were 
awesome because there was a girl from Shelley that came and stayed in the 
dormitory because they couldn't get to Shelley all the time. I can imagine. Pretty 
crappy roads. 

Dan: How did your family feel about you up and leaving and how did you 
feel? That must have been difficult. 

I think when you're 13 years old it's tough for a family to let a child go away but 
Ray Williston, he went out there ... and the trains went one way one week, one day 
and the other way the other day and he got on that ... the train, and he went to 
Penny, which was the end of that school district, and he tromped through the bush 
like an evangelist and said "send me your kids" and everybody did but my Dad. 
And the first year I took correspondence because I don't think he could fathom 
that his daughter, at 13, would go away to school. But everybody came back safe 
and sound and the next year I went. And they knew that ... they had a year of me 
taking correspondence so he knew that would be the limit of my education if I had 
to go any farther. And so I went the next year and then .... I mean I was as happy 
as a clam because I was going where everybody else was going but I think my 
parents .... When I think of it, and they were all ... worked in the sawmill, or my 
Dad was the shipper from the planer mill, but on the weekends families would 
come in and they'd take all of us kids to lunch. And I said to my Dad afterwards, 
"that must have cost an awful lot". And he said it was a way for all of us keeping 
track of you and seeing how you were doing. And Mr. so and so or Mrs. so and so 
would be in town and we'd all go to the ... every food and eat and I think it must 
have been kind of a looking after the kids thing. 

Dan: Would there have been adults around in the dormitory to look after the 
kids? 

Oh yeah. When it started they hired Mrs. Youst and she was a retired nurse, 
Scottish, and I tell you, she was as stiff as starch and she had one ... it was an old 
army hut and there were 25 girls in this wing and there were 25 boys in this wing 
and the kitchen wing was in the middle, and there was this imaginary line and you 
didn't even go through the boys side of the door and she .... And I think that 
authority that she was, and the power she had, had a lot of comfort for the parents. 

Dan: You say they were old army huts? 

Yeah, they took them .... Years ago there was an army stationed in Prince George 
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with thousands of men and you can see the army huts all over town still. Like 
there's houses that look like renovated army huts and that big thing at Prince 
George exhibition, that big building is an army hangar and they hauled it down 
onto Wainwright, where Alward Place is now, near the school. 

Dan: So would that have been a purchase the city would have made? 

Nope. That was a very sneaky thing. We're not talking about the line now you 
know. 

Dan: No. I know. I'm interested in this. 

The story is that Harry Moffat was the chairman of the school board, and 
actually my Dad represented Penny on the school board, and Ray Williston was 
the principal and they decided one day over coffee that these kids along the line 
wouldn't get education if they didn't do something. So they didn't even tell 
Victoria, who still had the power even then. They got the Grade 12 and 13 
industrial arts boys and a bunch of men around town that hauled things and they 
moved these sites down ... these buildings down there and the boys learned how to 
wire and connect and plumb and they got it all going. It was running about a year 
before Victoria even knew, had kids in it. 

Dan: It was running with kids in the school? 

Yes. Before Victoria knew. And it was an incredible ... ran 30 years. 30 years, and 
it was an incredible thing for education in the north. It was an awesome thing you 
know, because ... when I think of my Mom and Dad, I don't know, I guess they 
would have shipped me off back to Swift Current or something, or I wouldn't 
have got educated. They were labourers, you know ... it cost $25 room and board a 
month. Now if a labourer had a ... it must have gone up, but the first ... I think in 
1948 it opened. And that was what the cost was then. Well if you had 3 kids, that 
would be $75. That was a lot of money. 

Dan: As people did in those days, often have big families. 

Yeah they did. 

Dan: What was your father's name? 

Humphreys. 

Dan: Oh right. I think I'm interviewing him tomorrow. 
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My Dad is dead. I think you're talking about another brother. 

Dan: I'm sorry. John Humphreys. 

John, yeah. 

Dan: You said he was a representative for the school district? 

Well no, the school board. 

Dan: School Board, sorry, right. 

I don't know whether they had one from each one along the line ... like Penny 
belonged to School District 57 and these ones belonged to McBride. So they 
went this way and we came this way. 

Dan: So that was sort of like a divider? 

Yeah, for the School District. And I don't know ... like Penny and Sinclair Mills 
and Giscome were the biggest, and maybe those were the only 3 that had 
representatives. I don't know much about the school board, but I know my Dad 
went to school board meetings. 

Dan: So initially he didn't want to send you into school and then he was gung 
ho, so much so that he got on the school board? 

Well maybe that's why he got on the school board, to see what was going on. 
Could be, you know. 

Dan: Okay. That's interesting. So do you think that you'd be able to draw a 
sketch map of the townsite of Penny, just real broad lines, like here's the 
river, here's the main road going up, sort of thing? 

No. 

Dan: Well maybe if I was ... 

But I can find one for you. When the tape is turned off, I'll go and get my Penny 
reunion stuff and I think there's something in there. 

Dan: Okay. Even better. So some general questions about the townsite. Was 
there a store? 
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Yes. A general ... one store with everything in it and it wasn't a company store. It 
was independently owned and it had the post office in it and that's where the 
library books came. Like there would be boxes of library books come and 
everybody went to the store and it was close to the station. So that was our 
[inaudible??] 

Dan: And who ran that? 

Arnie Mellows. 

Dan: Right. I met him a couple of weeks ago. And was there a clubhouse of 
any sort? 

We had a community hall. And in here, in this Penny for your Thoughts, it talks 
about when they built it and who contributed the money. And with that Penny 
reunion, we went out and we cleaned it up and shone it up and it's still a fine 
structure. It's actually beautiful wood. It's a shell of a thing but it's really quite a 
nice thing. 

Dan: So obviously there was a mill. What different kinds of mills would there 
have been? 

Just a sawmill and a planer mill. 

Dan: And is there a graveyard at Penny? 

Yes there is a little one. And there were funerals and a little graveyard and ... 

Dan: Where is that in relation to the rail line? 

I don't know. It probably was on somebody's private property, maybe somebody 
... maybe a family of the first person that went there. There's a ... you probably 
have talked to Chrissy Ward but they talked about an old ... she writes a little 
excerpt in this book about a little funeral of one of the real old timers who farmed 
there and they took his coffin there on the back of the wagon and had a little 
funeral. That's why I remember that there is one there. And at my Mom's funeral 
... my Mom was the only ... I think maybe there were other nurses but she was 
kind of the official ... she was the nurse and so she got into some interesting 
experiences and at her funeral, one of the fellows got up who was a bit of a 
character and he said ... and maybe this was a sign of what it was like in those 
days, "well I remember Jean Humphreys" he said. "She was the nurse you know, 
and old Ed Chambers died and she was called up to the house and she said 'yeah, 
he was dead' and we dug a hole and we buried him and he's there still". And I 
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thought there must have been more to the story than that because I'm sure you had 
to still declare that somebody had died, but it was a funny story. 

Dan: Or a matter of fact. 

You know that was such an eye opener for me because I know she was always 
tromping around the neighbourhood and sometimes you'd get up in the morning 
and she wouldn't be there. It was mostly babies and crupp and things but at her 
funeral, people got up who normally are very shy and said things about her that 
had a profound effect on me. I met a fellow in the parking lot who said "I couldn't 
get up and speak but my Mom and Dad and my whole family says I'm alive today 
because of Jean Humphrey". So you know there was that element, like if you had 
to wait for a train. Think about it, you know. We have problems with our health 
care today and think of what .... The mill had a first aid man, so there was this 
person who had first aid and that first aid criteria was still tough then. Like they 
knew a lot. And then my Mom happened to be a nurse. I think the only thing she 
had with her was a thermometer. You know, like ... 

Dan: Who paid your mom? Who did she work for? 

Nobody. She didn't work. She was a Mom. There was no ... it was just a 
neighbourly thing. Ooh ... legally ooh. But there was a public ... like a public 
health system was in ... Mrs. Lattrell was the public health nurse and she lives 
over across town and she would come to Penny, and because my Mom was the 
nurse, she'd stay with us, and she'd inoculate the kids and do the health care, you 
know, the public health things, and visit the school. And then she would stay with 
us until the train came to take her back to Prince George. So there were things in 
place. 

Dan: Just informal. 

Yeah. Well public health has never been informal but the things that she did was 
informal. She was riding in the caboose of freight trains a lot with pregnant 
women. That was her main .. . And then she said .. . at the Penny reunion one 
woman came to me and said "I'm alive today because of your Mom". She got bit 
by a bee and she was allergic and like she obviously was profoundly allergic and it 
was probably the grace of God that she didn't die. Because every day my mother 
went and sponged her and she was unconscious for a long time, then she came out 
of it. But my Mom's sponging her and you see, she wouldn't have any adrenalin 
or anything for anaphylactic shock. Mind you, that would happen right away and 
she would have gone. But you think, my gracious, it's a wonder you went to sleep 
at night. 
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Dan: It's amazing. 

Yeah, it is. I'd be scared out of my wits. 

Dan: Was there a hotel or a pub in Penny? 

No. 

Dan: Was there more of an informal arrangement where travelers came to 
town, would there be somewhere for them to sleep? 

Yes. Right close to the store was Anna Mellos. Anna Mellos, she's still alive. 
That's another name that you might interview. And she had a big, big, big house 
and when we came - the trains always arrived in the middle of the night -our first 
night we spend in ... it was a boarding house I guess. But certainly now, it wasn't 
a long term boarding house. It was just for travelers. She didn't want anybody 
there for a week, like it was ... 

Dan: Was that the same family name as Arnie Mellows? 

No. 

Dan: No? 

Mellows, isn't that peculiar? but they weren't, I don't even think, related. Arnie 
Mellows is M-E-L-L-0-W-S and Anna is M-E-L-L-0-S. 

Dan: Okay. Was there a church in Penny? 

Well later on there was a great influx of French Canadians and they built a church. 
I can't remember the family name. Well I know the name but I can't remember 
exactly which of the French Canadian families ... or maybe they all built it ... and 
right beside that they had a pool hall, which we were never allowed to go near, not 
us girls anyway. 

Dan: What year would that have been that they built the church? 

I don't know. I just remember that it got there and maybe it was when I was ... I 
have no idea. 

Dan: Obviously Roman Catholic? 

Yeah. 
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Dan: Run by lay people or would they have had ... 

Well I guess the priest would come out. Like there was a lot of travel along the 
line, like the Anglican minister traveled back and forth endlessly and we had 
little services in the church ... in the school because the hall was big but there 
would never be that many so they would just use the school. 

Dan: Really? A town of 1000 people and they wouldn't have an Anglican 
church? That surprises me. 

Well I don't think there were churches along there. Well there were other 
religions, you see. 

Dan: I was just thinking that. Do you think that might have had something to 
do with the fact that the original intent was never to stay put in these towns, 
that they were seen as temporary? 

Yeah, I would think so. 

Dan: And fairly mixed population too, I guess. 

Yeah. 

Dan: So were there things like water, electricity or plumbing at any point? 

No. Well when we lived at the mill site in the company houses, there was a tap at 
the end of the road and everybody went down and used the one tap. And there 
were outhouses and you heated your house with heaters, space heaters, and burned 
wood. And you were also connected to the power of the mill until 10:00 at night 
and then they turned it off. 

Dan: And that's steam power I would imagine, usually? 

Yeah it was ... yeah I guess so, but it must have been powered by wood. 

Dan: Right. 

Because that's what we had. 

Dan: I'm trying to remember when BC Hydro came through. 

Oh no, there was no hydro. 
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Dan: Much later? 

Absolutely none. 

Dan: Wrong side of the river anyways I guess. 

You know, it still isn't there I bet. 

Dan: That's right. Clarence uses a generator doesn't he? 

Yeah. 

Dan: And propane. 

Yeah, that's right. 

Dan: So what would folks do for entertainment? 

Well my Mom and Dad, I think they were quite busy. They played cards a lot. The 
women, they had a social ... a ladies league or whatever it was, and they raised 
money for the hall and they had teas and they had ... I don't know, bazaars and all 
kinds of stuff. They were busy morning, noon and night raising money for the 
hall. And then there were dances. And then there were social things, like my Mom 
and Dad played bridge. And there were a great many people that played bridge. 
And so then they would have bridge nights and they would have whist ... and 
sometimes ... and endless nights to the bigger one, the bigger whist. Like not 
everybody played bridge so the bigger events were nights at the hall and they 
played badminton at the hall and they all took first aid. Somebody organized that. 
I remember everybody taking ... all the men and the women, taking first aid. And 
then there were traveling entertainment groups that came along, western singers, 
evangelist, and the Christian school spent two weeks in the summer doing kid 
things. We went to bible school. There were girl guides and boys scouts. I was a 
girl guide. My brother was a boy scout. And the girl guides went to camp, I don't 
know about the boys, out at Salmon Valley. There were a whole pile of us. So the 
parents must have run the ... they must have been the leaders, like the guide 
leaders and things. We had a little swimming pool ... hole. It was a little back 
thing, you know, that they kind of cleared out. And house parties. The 
Boudreau's were great musical people and boy they could tum it out. And there 
were sports days. It seems to me we were pretty busy. 

Dan: It sounds like it. 

I don't know about all the other things that we did. Oh yeah, the men ... everybody 
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played baseball. They had a baseball diamond. In the winter we had a funny little 
chunk of ice where we all played hockey. They took everybody to play hockey. 
Even if you didn't have a hockey stick, you had something. We had a communal 
bobsled that was lethal, I'll tell you. We had our moments on that thing. I can't 
think of anything else, except that it was a beehive of activity. 

Dan: What types of social services were provided in Penny beyond what 
you've told me about the community health nurse and that sort of thing? 

That was it I guess. I can't .. . you see everybody was employed or they left. And 
my Dad did say one thing about coming in and feeding all these kids. He said, 
"well you know, we didn't pay for anything". Like we got ... the mill looked after 
you. Like you went over and got your wood and the power was on when it was on, 
you didn't have any utilities to pay for. Everybody kind of ... so he said, "in a way, 
we had money". But the social services, I don't think that they existed in the way 
they do today. 

Dan: It sounds to me a little bit like they were more in the informal way that 
everybody agreed upon. Like your mother helped out when people needed 
help. 

Yeah. Well I think that if any one of them are in trouble, that the community 
would rise to it. Like right now. But you know, there was no social welfare. There 
were no cheques or anything even in Prince George. Like to be out of work in the 
late 40s was a disastrous thing because there was no buffer like there is today. Just 
go off and you know .... I guess maybe that's why families liked it. As long as you 
were a good producer, you were there. If you worked, you had a job. 

Dan: What would happen to a family who's husband say, might be injured in 
a mill accident? Who would provide for them? 

Well you know, that happened and I can't really remember why this man died. I 
was in school and my Dad came to the funeral and came and got me and it may be 
the first funeral that I've gone to. And that family had lived in a company house 
and then he was .. . he died and so she had to leave. And she came to Prince 
George. And widows were poor, and I think she rented a little house and took in 
boarders but we knew that they were poor. But I don't know how you would make 
ends meet. It must have been awful. 

Dan: So where would you have gone for food or clothing or other materials 
for that matter? 

Well the store had food and it was ... that's where you went for anything 
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perishable. Tuesday was meat day I think. That's when the new meat came in and 
everybody knew that. But people used to order large supplies from Prince George 
and they'd come out on the wayfreight and great loads of groceries would arrive. 
And people shopped in Prince George, big thing to come to Prince George to 
shop. And they used the catalogues endlessly. Great supplies came in from the 
catalogue, mail order. 

Dan: Which companies? 

Sears and Eatons. Both of them had great big fat catalogues and boy when the 
new catalogues arrived, that was big. 

Dan: So Penny, of course, had a fairly busy school? 

There were two rooms, from 1-4 were in the little room ... that was the little kids, 
and 4-8 in the other one. And there was a teacherage and there were two teachers. 

Dan: How long would a teacher last? 

Well, a lot of them met and married ... you know, there were a lot of single men in 
there and they were always interested in the teachers, and the teachers usually 
ended up staying in the north, or even in the community. 

Dan: They wouldn't be a teacher after they were married though? 

Nope. Not in those days. They went on to raise families and they'd get new 
teachers. 

Dan: So there was a fairly high turnover of teachers though is what I'm 
getting at? 

I would think so. Yeah, except eventually Mrs. Benton came. And she was a 
widow and she brought her family and she moved in. And she was stable because 
she stayed there forever, and a lot of the kids were taught by Mrs. Benton and so 
that was one ... I think she taught the little kids, for years and years and years. 

Dan: How long would you kids have walked to get to school? 

Well we lived quite close to the school so we didn't worry about that but there 
was a girl who lived at Lindup, no, on the other side. What the heck is the name? 
Not Bend. There was a little place in between Penny and Bend. It was about 2 
miles away, I think, and she walked all by herself. And you know, one day there 
was a ... up on a sandbank they spotted a cougar and I tell you , she never walked 
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alone until they got that cougar. When they spotted cougars around Penny, that 
galvanized a lot of people into action. I don't know what the ... well I know that 
they're lethal to people and they probably would eat a little kid but she didn't 
walk after that. Her Dad walked her down to the school and they walked her 
home, with a gun. Can you imagine that. Two mile walk, along the railway track. 

Dan: Was there a designated cougar hunter or would that just have been 
taken care of by the community? 

Well most of the people hunted. There were a lot of people lived out there also 
because they liked the bush, you know. 

Dan: There's no one person that stands out in your memory though? 

It wasn't in our family. My Dad didn't hunt. Well, I don't think we liked moose 
meat so I don't remember him going hunting. But he had guns. Everybody had 
guns. 

Dan: What for if you don't hunt? 

Don't ask me. You'd have to ask a man. We had a mile of road, we had a couple 
of cars too so. 

Dan: Would you have had after school activities or were there other 
responsibilities for children ... 

I think the farm kids had responsibilities. My brothers had to bring in the wood 
and I had to help in the kitchen. But we had a lot of spare time, in my family. 

Dan: So what would you have done with that spare time? 

We played a lot off games. We played a lot of card games, we played ... the family 
did a lot of things with cards and Sorry and Monopoly and we liked to read. We 
had a lot of books. Mind you there was a great ... I can still remember the big 
wooden boxes that the library sent out, you know. Like there was a lot of reading. 
And my Dad, he subscribed to endless things. Newspapers and magazines. It 
doesn't sound like much but we did a lot of family things. Of course, there's no 
TV. And we did listen to the radio. We listened to those ... the Lux Theatre on 
Sunday night. It was a little bit like things that you watch on TV, you know, and 
the Shadow and Mystery Theatre and everybody would hunker around, just like 
you do around the TV. It's funny. 

Dan: Would there have been an active social life for young kids, as far as 
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things like dating go? 

I don't know. I think we did a lot of things as a group. We'd have a weiner roast 
or we'd go and hike somewhere or we'd meet at somebody's house and ... I'm 
thinking particularly of when I was about ... I guess I was home from school, so as 
a teenager, and there were a couple of French kids in the mill and we didn't ... it 
was generally maybe frowned on by our family that we would even talk to 
anybody from the mill because we didn't know where they were from or what 
kind of people they were. But there were a couple of kids from France who kind 
of ... they just absolutely integrated themselves into the whole community and so 
[inaudible??] with them, and then Johnny and his ... well he was married to 
Margaret then so we would meet at their house - so they were young married, no 
kids. And then there were ... all of us kind of teenagers and we'd get down there 
and we'd eat and we'd entertain ourselves and these two French men were 
comedians and then we'd all ... one would sing and one would .... and we'd laugh 
wildly and none of us ... like there wasn't any drinking but it was a great social 
unit. Now there certainly was dating but there was a great free for all too, like a 
club. A lot of that. 

Dan: You're saying there wasn't any drinking ... what was the drinking age 
in those days? 

I don't know. Probably 21. And I'm sure that there was because another thing that 
happened, and I don't quite know the logistics of it, but on Saturday on the night 
of the dance, the train would come at 11 :00 and there'd be great crates of beer and 
all this stuff and the fellow, what do you call him? station master, would look 
after this and he would ... and people would be down there to get their beer for the 
party and there was no drinking in the hall and there were no cars so there must 
have been a lot of beer stashed around because people got more and more drunk. I 
personally was not allowed to go to those dances. My mother and father didn't 
dance and they were just ... like doom. When the town went wild on this beer or 
whatever other kind of drinking they did. But anyway, and fights. Like the 
Hookers from Dome Creek were coming to the dance, there was certainly going 
to be a fight, my mother said. And there usually was. 

Dan: Men fighting over them ... 

No, I think they just ... they probably nursed a whole bunch of old whatevers, got 
beaten the last time by somebody. But they were scrappers. Outside the hall. 

Dan: My goodness. Well it sounds like there was a fairly lively social life of 
one sort or another. 
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Yeah there was because there were all these different factions. I mean everybody 
was different. And you know when we were in the hall, at the Penny reunion, I 
kind of thought about that because when everybody was dancing, the floor kind of 
went up and down, you know. And somebody said, "Yeah, remember the dust 
coming through the floor boards when they danced at Penny?" And I thought, 
"can you imagine how dirty it was". Like [makes noise of moving boards], but 
didn't fall down. 

Dan: So would most people in Penny have worked at the mill? 

Yup. 

Dan: And those who didn't work at the mill would be employed directly in 
town, either at the store or the school ... 

Yup. Well the store was so small that it didn't have any employees. Arnie did it. 
And then ... like he closed for lunch time. Nobody came at lunch time anyway, 
went home and ate, came back. 

Dan: Was there just the one mill in town? 

Yeah. 

Dan: And what was the name of that company? 

I think it was Penny Spruce but it changed a lot. And I'm not sure of the owners. 

Dan: Your father worked for the mill, you said, as a shipper? 

Yeah. 

Dan: And what was your mother ... did she work in the ... 

All the women were just ... they were housewives. Except Mrs. Benton who 
taught. Women didn't work outside the home then. Not in Penny. There was 
nothing to do. 
Nobody to employ them. 

Dan: Do you know much about your father's job, what sort of skills he would 
have needed to do that job? 

No. Except he had to be a great mathematician, because you had to figure out the 
board feet and what went in the boxcar and all. He had many little books and he 

Interview #23 Jean May June 26, 2000 15 



wrote it all down. 

Dan: So he'd basically see the lumber from the planer mill on to the railway 
and then to wherever it was going? 

Yeah, they loaded there where he ... he had something to do with the loading. 
Johnny will tell you because he loaded boxcars. 

Dan: Okay. That's good to know. Do you know much about who would have 
done the hiring for the mill? 

No. 

Dan: It says who did the hiring, did this change over time? How far away 
from the townsite did you log? 

See these are things that somebody else will tell you. 

Dan: Do you know if your father belonged to a union? 

Off hand I'd say no, but you know, I can remember a union coming in. There was 
a strike .... there were union issues. And I only remember very short ... I can 
remember the fellow next door striding around town and somebody called him a 
scab. And I mean he was a big imposing man and he was highly offended. So 
there was something about unions but I don't remember anything. 

Dan: And of course there wasn't a homemakers union, even if there should 
have been. 

No. 

Dan: So do you know of any workers that would have commuted to the mill 
from other towns? 

No. 

Dan: How about people who lived in Penny but commuted to work outside? 

[negative response] 

Dan: Not that you're aware of anyways? 

Well they couldn't commute because the train's schedule was weird. I mean, we 
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were isolated. Just as isolated as they are today, being on the other side, but there 
was no road and the train system was ... the passenger left Prince George one 
night and went all the way to McBride and the next night it came back that way. 
We didn't even come home until Christmas because the schedules were not very 
good. And then there was this little local that chugged along during the day and 
went the opposite way. 

Dan: A local? Run by ... 

Yeah, like well they called it local because it went only from Prince George to 
McBride and back, so it was the local but the other was an extension of Prince 
Rupert going on to Jasper. 

Dan: Oh okay. So it still would have been run by CN? 

Yeah. 

Dan: So there would have been people that lived in Penny though that did 
jobs other than work in the mills that in a sense commuted, like trappers? Do 
you remember people who did that sort of work? Or maybe even 
prospectors? 

I don't know any. If they did it they did it kind of maybe part time. But you know, 
we did have little old bachelors who lived all alone out in the bush that kind of 
came in now and then but they weren't ... I don't know what their ... where they 
got their money or how they lived. Maybe they were old and got old age pensions, 
I don't know. But commuting was not an easy thing. 

Dan: Where did your parents, for instance, work when they moved from 
Penny? 

My Dad worked in a lumber yard and I don't know how he heard about Penny, I 
don't know. Because we moved from Edmonton .... 

[end of side one] 

Dan ... highschool and then you went to Kamloops, you were saying. 

Yeah, I think that they stayed there ... I'm just trying to remember where I was or 
what I was doing when they moved from Penny. Probably 10 years. They 
probably stayed there 10 years, and then they ... and I mean, it suited them so 
much. I think it was probably the most settled time of their life, that I remember 
having. I don't remember anything before that much but to the point that they 
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didn't move to Prince George. They moved to Dome Creek and bought the store 
there. So I think that they liked it along the line. 

Dan: Interesting. What types of housing existed in Penny? 

Well there was this row of ... I don't know, maybe ... I don't know, it's a little 
street of company houses. And I tell you, COW! Oh buddy, they were cold. They 
were just thrown up and I guess they were as sturdy as anything built in those 
days. It was the snow belt you know, and they had to have big peaks, like really a 
high angle so that the snow would slide off the roof, because I tell you, that place, 
can it snow in Penny! And then when these people moved that were beside the 
house, and they were all called the old so and so house, you know they had the 
original name, Dad and Mom bought that. There were no basements. I mean it 
was all kind of swampy. Ooh, it's pretty tough country. The mosquitos are as big 
as your thumb and then it was just a little kind of log ... it's gone. It apparently 
burned down. And then Dad built two bedrooms on the back and there sure wasn't 
anything fancy about those houses. 

Dan: But he built something out of logs as opposed to lumber? 

No, they used lumber. 

Dan: Okay. Would most of the houses, say the company houses for instance, 
have been all the same? 

Yup. They just started at one end and built them all the same. Or they looked the 
same on the outside. 

Dan: And people that built their own houses, would they have used a similar 
design? 

No. I think that there was a lot of various things but of course, it was a lumber 
town so it was all lumber. I don't know if there was a log house anywhere. 

Dan: All single family dwellings then? 

Yeah. 

Dan: Okay. How would you describe the quality of housing? 

Well are you going to compare that to today's standards or their standards of that 
time. 

Interview #23 Jean May June 26, 2000 18 



Dan: Well I guess how it met your needs at that time. You know, was it warm 
enough, dry enough? 

Well I suppose looking back, I think my gosh, it was cold but it was what 
everybody else had. There was no central heating. Well we had central heating in 
the dorm but that was steam heating, you know, and most of the houses in Prince 
George they had ... and this is what we had in Edmonton, we had this great ugly 
furnace in the basement with flues off to the ... the only place that was really 
warm was just above the furnace, and great flues going to each room. And I mean 
it was stoked. And I think that ... I don't know, if you had a Penny house 
compared to other houses in those days, it's probably pretty comparable. It had an 
upstairs. There were 2 bedrooms upstairs and one downstairs. These are the 
company houses. And a big kind of front room, living room. I don't know what 
the square feet would be. 

Dan: Would you have eaten in the kitchen? 

Sometimes. We had a ... sometimes we ate in the ... we had a dining room suite in 
the other room. Now when we moved to the house that they bought, we ate in the 
kitchen because we didn't have a ... it was a different kind of arrangement. 

Dan: What was my question here?, did the design of the house suit things 
like the climate and the size of your family? 

Well I suppose so because people built them so that the snow wouldn't stay on 
there, that's for sure. Nobody wanted to shovel roofs. 

Dan: I'm curious too about the thickness of the walls because I guess that 
would be a factor with the cold and what they would stuff them with. 

I don't know what was inside there. I would ... you know, in the old days I think 
they used sawdust as you mentioned, and they had lots of that. But you know, 
after 2 years the sawdust has probably settled. But I do remember cold. 

Dan: And that's where all your heat goes too. 

Yeah, you're right. 

Dan: So the company built the company houses and then individual people 
would have built their own houses if they'd wanted? Like did your father 
build his house? 

No, no. It was there. But he was a good carpenter and he added on to it to make it 
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... give a little more room. I'm sure they had some kind of maintenance crew at the 
mill and somebody must have built those houses. They were there when I got 
there, but there was Anna Mellos who had that little ... that big house by the store 
where people used to stay overnight, her husband Halvor when he was alive, he 
was our general person. If you wanted something done, you hired him to do it, and 
he built ... he was a carpenter and he knew about things like that, for people who 
didn't know how to do those things. People were pretty handy. Might you, they 
didn't have to build anything complicated. 

Dan: Did most folks ... you mentioned earlier you though about 50% owned 
their own homes? 

I would say so. There's a lot of property over there. You know, Mr. Fichtner, he 
came out for that Penny reunion and he said that his family came into Penny in 
'30 I think, and then all of a sudden ... and they lived there for quite awhile, and 
then all of a sudden, he said, we had to leave because the word came out from the 
government there'd be no more squatters. And so he said, "we left and we went up 
to Cranbrook Hill". So the people that were in and around Penny that didn't have 
... you know, that had property, owned. And I never thought anything like that but 
there were deeds and you purchased it. 

Dan: That makes sense. I'm curious how the government would have 
enforced something like that anyways? If you ever saw a government agent 
in your community, or an RC:MP or anything like that? 

Good question eh. 

Dan: Was there ever an RC:MP detachment there? 

No. 

Dan: Self-policed. 

Well, it really was. You know, like when I think of those years, there was a lot of 
unspoken rules, and they were quite comfortable. Like you didn't for instance, as 
a girl, say go to the pool hall. Like maybe they were spoken. Maybe somebody 
told me that, I don't know, but it was ... I think there were a lot of things you did 
or didn't do because of the times. And it probably made it a lot easier to be a kid 
because you didn't have to explain why you weren't going to do something. It 
certainly helped when you left home. 

Dan: You said that your father owned his own home, I'd forgotten. 
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Yeah eventually. 

Dan: And was there an adequate supply of housing in Penny. If any family 
moved into house, was there a house waiting or would they have had to 
build? 

There would be no ... I don't think they could come until ... like the man .. . it 
mentions in this book about a man coming to work and then eventually his family 
coming, and his family would only come if there was a house because I don't 
think that anybody ... I think you were right in saying that it was a temporary 
thing, that people presumed that they would go and earn money and the town 
wouldn't last. Or maybe they didn't think that. Maybe they just thought "this is 
good and here I am", you know. Who thinks about the future too much maybe. I 
don't know, but I don't honestly think. .. I can't remember anybody saying, "I have 
all this money, I'm going to go in there and build a house and then I'll get a job". 
It didn't work that way. You got a job, and your family didn't go there. Like 
families came later and probably when there was room. 

Dan: Oh, I see. Do you know what rents would have been like for the 
company houses? 

No. I wonder if there even was. I'm not sure. 

Dan: As far as social issues go, what would be the most pleasant or negative 
aspects of living in Penny? 

Well the pleasant, I suppose, is what I think of now, is the networking and the way 
the community was together. Like the kids were all one big family and as I say, 
one parent came in to check up on the kids and take them to lunch so they could 
see them all. And for a kid then, there was this freedom, because we were so 
isolated. That's the good ... for a kid. And then the downside, I think, for parents 
would be the isolation and then the fear when something happened, like health 
wise, right? You know? And I think there must have been, for the older people, a 
great fear of fire. In here they talk about people ... fire, a forest fire, just burning 
down the town, and there was a lady on her way to that town to join her husband 
and it was gone, like the whole countryside was gone, and I think that fire would 
be ... I can't remember a house burning, but you know, they lit their stoves and 
they lit their lamps. And then there were kids drowned in the river. Like I felt safe 
but there were certainly things we weren't supposed to do. We weren't supposed 
to go play by the river. And then we had a bottomless lake. We used to go up and 
pick cranberries. Well we weren't supposed to be around it because ... well it was 
an eerie looking hole anyway. And then I guess there were cougars and I don't 
know ... 
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Dan: What was the name of that lake? 

I don't know. It's just a little hole. I don't even think it was a lake but we called it 
bottomless lake. And maybe they called it bottomless lake so the kids ... see, it 
was a swampy thing where the moss had grown over, so maybe if you stepped on 
the moss, you'd kind of ... 

Dan: Just filling in at the edges. 

Yeah. And maybe that's ... There was nothing ... there were no stories about it 
except that I think that you would have a hard time getting out of it, if you could. 

Dan: That must have been hard on the community when a child would 
drown? 

Yes. They ... I think that must have been awful. It happened once to one of the 
families there, their boy was gone. And Johnny will talk about the river because I 
said something about it one time and he said "well we didn't go up and down the 
river because we didn't have boats". There were not many toys, as we see like big 
boats ... there were not many toys in Penny. There was baseballs and bats and 
mitts, you know, but there were no skidoos or ... they weren't even invented, I 
don't think. 

Dan: Going up the river would be quite a chore anyways, especially for a 
younger person, I would imagine. Cross current and dangerous to boot. 

Yup. 

Dan: Did you notice any separation in Penny between rich and poor 
residents, or people of different ethnicities? 

Well Barbara's Dad was the manager of the mill and I don't think that there was 
... well if they were going to separate themselves from the community, they would 
have been isolated because there was only one manager and they weren't that kind 
of people anyway. Maybe they were ... maybe he was the manager of the mill out 
there because they were just ordinary folk. He was a little ... he looked very 
imposing, but Elizabeth McGilvrey, Barb's Mom, I think she was raised out 
there and they got married in Longworth so she was from along the line anyway, 
you know .. And now, I do not remember any native people out there. And then 
there were the French Canadians and I think that I was not allowed to go up to 
their house because they lived at the pool hall. Even if it was close to a church, 
that doesn't cut anything with my mother and I think it was the pool hall thing. I 
don't know, we all played ball together, we all .... There was a wider range of 
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friends because ... like Barbara ... when you think about it ... like I was ... if I was 
12 when I went there, she was 10. If I'd had a wider range of 12 year olds, I 
probably would have had a friend that was 12 but she lived next door to us and 
she was my buddy and that persisted even in highschool. Like we were still close, 
and I think that was a good thing. Like you had more varied friends and that. I'm 
sure there was discrimination because I'm sure that not everybody likes everybody 
in this day but it would be a personality, it wouldn't be an ethnic thing. I don't 
know. 

Dan: What about people coming back from World War II or new 
immigrants from countries like Italy or Germany? Would there have been 
tension in town around issues like that? 

Nah. I'm 12 years old. I don't remember anything like that. 

Dan: Do you remember epithets like DP or Crout or this sort of thing? 
Would that have been a term that people would have used? 

Well, I don't know because my Mom ... we didn't do that at our house. Like I 
don't know. Like I guess I'm not the one to ask. I have no idea. 

Dan: Okay. How would you describe your relationship with your 
neighbours? 

I think they all just ... they had a heck of a good time. I think that they really 
enjoyed each other. They were friends long after they'd all separated. 

Dan: And you've already talked about community get togethers like annual 
picnics and that. Did the sawmill play a part in that? Would the company 
have sponsored an event? 

I don't think so. And right now, you know there was a great thing ... and I don't 
know whether that's a thing that they do along the north, but people would raise 
money all year and they would buy the kids great big Christmas presents and then 
we would have this Christmas concert and a Christmas party and Santa, and I 
would presume that the ... I don't know if any funding came from the mill or the 
company but I would presume that it would. And then I can remember on sports 
day, large things of ice cream coming, and I presume that... I don't know where 
that came from but I presume it did. And I'm sure that they donated the wood for 
the hall and ... I mean, I don't know. 

Dan: We already talked a little bit about women and you said that they did 
not work outside the home. 
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No. 

Dan: Except for those two instances. Or was it only one? 

The teacher. 

Dan: Just the teacher. Where did women get together? 

They had grand tea parties, I'll tell you. They were in each others' homes all the 
time. And then of course they had free run of the hall because they had that ladies 
league to raise things ... raise funds for the hall. And as a matter of fact, 
somewhere ... Oh, Jackie Boudreau, he went down to the library and collected all 
this stuff from the Citizen when he was writing his book and they even sent little 
social ... a little social column in from Penny to the Citizen and it talked about 
them having these high teas. They had elegant food. They were extremely good 
cooks and they had fine sandwiches and they had silver served ... Like they did the 
whole nine yards but that's of course all they had to do. They went to tea, I bet, 
once a week, somebody's house. It was a circuit thing, and they also played Whist 
and Bridge. There were two things. You either played Whist, then the Whist club 
joined the bridge because there were only a few that played bridge. And they had a 
grand time. 

Dan: Where would men have gotten together? 

I don't know. 

Dan: You already mentioned the pool hall. Was that more of a French 
Canadian enclave or was ... 

I guess ... I don't know. It was a time when women stayed home and men earned 
the bacon and the women cooked it, and I think my Dad, he stayed home. He was 
a great gardener, great reader. I don't think he did any male things. Now if you 
were a young fellow, you might get a different answer, you know, what they did. 

Dan: Or where both sexes would have gotten together? 

Well those social evenings in the hall, the men and women went together. 

Dan: Were there any daycares or babysitting services provided in Penny? 

No. 

Dan: So what about Mrs. Benton? 
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Her kids were in school when she was. And they were older too. 

Dan: Where did most people in the community come from? 

Saskatchewan I suppose, Quebec. 

Dan: What was the general ethnic makeup? The same? 

Yeah. 

Dan: You mentioned some ... 

There was a whole common .. .. Like actually, my neighbour over here, her Dad 
was from ... and he was in Penny. We found him in this book and I didn't even 
know that. And he' s ... I don't know, Ukrainian or something. I think there was 
everything. 

Dan: Was there visible minorities? 

Oh boy. These are sure funny questions. This is the past. Like these are for today. 
This is a funny, funny interview. Okay, visible minorities? We were all visible 
minorities. 

Dan: How so? 

Because there was a dab of Scotch or a dab of ... like what are you talking about? 
No there were none then. 

Dan: Okay, to me, I wouldn't think of a Scotchman as standing out from the 
crowd in a sea of white faces. 

Oh, white as opposed to ... 

Dan: I guess. Was there anyone from India that wore a turban or if there was 
a Scotchman that stood out, was it because he wore a kilt? 

No, there were none. 

Dan: I guess I'm not explaining myself very well. 

Like these ... social services and babysitting services and daycare centres ... 

Dan: I agree. I feel silly asking that question. 
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They don't even ... let's go on. 

Dan: Sure. Different ethnic groups, yes, but you don't remember too many 
visible minorities as far as skin colour or anything? 

None. 

Dan: Would there have been like a French Canadian part of town, or if there 
was only one family, would they have been at all segregated? 

No. 

Dan: So do you remember any racial or ethnic tension? We sort of touched 
on that before a little bit. 

No. I don't know. 

Dan: So we're putting together a list of people that we hope to interview in 
the future. Do you have any contact names that you think should be added to 
the list? 

I gave you Jane, Ruth Flynn. She lived at Hansard. And her Dad was a trapper. 

Dan: Okay. 

And that's how he made his livelihood and that would certainly be another aspect 
and from her you'll get other names, because I'm sure you want people from all 
along the line. 

Dan: [affirmative] and different aspects too. 

And different aspects. But I think her life is really interesting because her Dad 
went up into the MacGregor and that's how he made his living and of course 
now, that's such a hot topic you know. Her grandsons say to her, "what do you 
mean grandpa killed teddy bears?" It's kind of a funny thing, like people are going 
to say, "what do you mean you're Dad cut down trees?" Like things are really, 
really changing. 

Dan: Does she still live locally? 

Yeah, she lives at ... actually she lives over in Delhaven. And I asked her if she 
was interested in this and she would certainly do that. 
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Dan: Super. 

Now I should just go and see if I can find a map of the townsite. 

Dan: Well I'll stop the tapes then. Thanks very much. 

[ end of interview] 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Jean May 
3137 Nechako Drive 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M3B2 

Dear Jean: 

October 18, 2000 

This letter is concerning the interview you did with Dan Watt for the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project in March of 2000. While reviewing our files we noticed that you have signed 
both approval A and B on the consent form. In order for us to use the information you provided, 
we need you to sign only one of these approvals. Enclosed is a new consent form for you to 
review. If you could please sign either approval A or approval Bit would be greatly appreciated. 
You can return the consent form to Greg Halseth, Associate Professor Geography Department, 
care of the address at the top of this page. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary researchers or 
the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Tara Specker, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you for your time and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Greg Halseth 
Associate Professor Geography 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: de(p..{] ~ 

Place of interview: ----------------------

Mailing Address of Participant Ncc:mto Oc 

Date: ----------------------

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specifit information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

S(/ f p .. 1gnature o art1c1pant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

/ 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is-------- (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
Dan Watt 

Interview Summary 
Jean May, June 26, 2000 

I spoke with Jean on June 26, 2000 at her home in Prince George. Right off the 
bat she was disappointed that James was unable to return. This put a little downer on the 
interview initially. 

Jean lived at Penny in the 40's and was able to leave to go to high school and later 
nursing school in Kamloops. She lived in the dormitories in Prince George. She admits 
that she would have been the exception, being able to achieve higher education. 

Jean talked about Ann~ ellos' rooming house where ovemighter's could spend 
the night, the French Canadia0.uilding their church and also a pool hall. This stuck out 
in her memory because it was a place where women didn't go. 

Jean drew a sketch map of Penny with rail lines and buildings. One person she 
thought we should get ahold of is Ruth Flynn, whose father was a trapper in Hansard. 
Jean told a fascinating story about young girl named Kay Wagner who used to walk two 
miles to school, but had to be accompanied by her father for a time because a cougar was 
in the area! The girl lived upriver in a by then defunct mill town called Guildford, and is 
apparently still alive and living in Eugene, Oregon. 


