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Chilliwack Chamber of Connnerce Luncheon, Empress Hotel, Chilliwack, 21 March 1978 

I would like today to share some thoughts with you regarding land-use planning 

and its impact on the
0
$ ood producer. I will try to be brief so as to leave 

time for questions on -.special particular interest to you. Some of what I 

have to say may appear self-evident, but I feel it is worth repeating anyway. 

How is the farmer and the agricultural industry affected by land-use planning 

decisions - federal, provincial, local government5J and private? 

Presently we are 43% self-sufficient in foodstuff provincially. The Ministry 

of Agriculture has announced a p~ovincial goal of 65% by 1986. Given the 

competing uses of land - we would like to increase the allowable cut on our 

forest lands, increase wildlife habitat protection areas, increase our open 
. transportation space for park, esthetic and recreation interests, neeas, and our 

everexpanding connnercial, industrial and residential needs. There just is 

not enough land to reach for at at ldberty without a collision of interests. 

My Commission's job is to attempt to maintain a land base within the province 

for agriculture. The demand for food products will remain strong. However, 

without major development initiatives, the provincial share of the B.C. food 

market will decline over time. 

To maintain the current inadequate share of the B.C. market, the volume of 

agricultural production will need to be increased by an average of 50% or 

more by 1986. If present production is maintained, it will account for only 

approximately one-third of the provincial requirements by 1986. This would 

result in a virtual doubling of the real value of farm cash receipts and 

increase even more substantially econoqri.¢ ~ activity in the off-farm sector. 

Producing food at a profit in B.C. is not a simple matter. We have a diverse 

agriculture, but lack large volumes of any specific types of production so 

that we might take advantage of the economics of scale common on the Canadian 

prairies or in the United States. Farming is more than growing, harvesting 

and offering a crop for sale; it is a complicated competitive business. Simi

larly, preserving the option for agriculture in B.C. is not a simple matter 

- preserving the land base alone will not do it. 

The business of agriculture is not unlike any other business - the basic com

ponents of land, capital and labour are essential. Prior to the Agricultural 

Land Connnission Act, the land base was slipping away at an increasing rate -

not the poorer capability agricultural lands, but the very best first. 

I said earlier we could not depend on large scale monoculture types of agri

culture because we lack>except for th~ e of the Rockie~ large uniform areas 

of land - therefore we must take advantage of our diversity. 
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Let's look at some basi · of land use planning for a moment and its relation to 

the rural environment. Fom many decades now, we have found the need to plan 

and zone for our urban needs in an attempt to protect the connnunity as a whole. 

The Agricultural Land Reserves established under the Agricultural Land Commis

sion Act is a recognition that we must take positive steps to protect by 

provincial zoning our very limited agricultural land base. Rural areas must 

be carefully planned to protect the food producer; not necessarily function 

as a storehouse for future urban development . 

The search for nature has recently brought about a new way of thinking in our 

urban society, one which stems from the realization that todays urban civili

zation seems to threaten and destroy those all important values that we linked 

to mankinds basic needs and long association with rural lifestyles. Most 

people support land-useplanning as a principal, but violently oppose a parti

cular control especially if it affects the land they own. Zoning, Agricul

tural Land Reserves, local or perhaps a federal regulation is based on the 

notion that losses to a few are offset by gains to many over the long run. 

Unlike the case with new hospitals or school houses, where public expendi

tures produce tangible and obvious outputs, the results of comprehensive 

land-use planning measures are difficult to pinpoint. The benefits are 

usually reduced future costs - admitedly a little hard to measure now. There 

always will be that very thin line - whether it be an industrial zoning boun

dary or an agricultural zone such as the Agricultural Land Reserve boundary 

- between who benefits and who pays. 

Now what does this have to do with the farme -2- a few examples of various 

planning initiatives that have or will have direct or indirect affect on the 

ecological, physical, economic or social well being of the food production 

unit in British Columbia: 

(Examples of multiple land-use pressures on the food producer) 

a) local zoning and subdivision bylaws affecting types of agriculture, 

buildings, etc., brought on by the concerns of adjacent urban commu

nities (car wrecking yard in the ALR, heavy industrial in connnercial). 

The more we spread the urban community (linear strip development) the more 

the linear interface of farm and urban uses; the greater the potential 

conflict (kids, dogs, motor bikes, snowmobiles and farm animals don't mix) 

- an attempt to resolve some of these conflicts is the Green Zone Committee 

work being carried out by the B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and the pilot 

project efforts meing attempted by the Township of Chilliwhack. 

b) a few examples of provincial legislation: 

Pollution Control (partially covered by B.C. Federation of Agriculture 

of Environmental Committees). 

Agricultural Land Reserves (provincial agricultural zoning on the 11 + 
million acres of land used or with potential for agricultural uses. 

the new Municipal Amendment Act 1977, urges the preparation of regional 

continued ••.• /3 



, • 

3 

plans, community plans and perq:aps the most important settlement plans 

for rural areas of the province . (The farm counnunity must be involved 

in this process to protect their interests . ) 

- Integrated resource use policies often may work to the detriment of the 

individual user such as the farmer (individual businessman) who is the 

only one with personnal dollars on the line. 

- Transportation planning (railways and highways) and their location 

can have a most serious impact on the food producer (vehicular access 

at inappropriate locations.) 

c) Federal legislation: 

- new Federal Fisheries legislation is the strongest environmental 

legislation in Canada and provides for the protection of fish habitat, 

streams, water sheds, etc., with wide implications for agricultural 

use - livestock watering, gravel removal, drainage, etc . 

- waterfowl habitat ("Farm & Stream") 

individual~ of residential areas, lack of buffers, 

drainage, effluent, etc. 

d) I can go on and on with various land-use initiatives by government and 

private land owners to protect wildlife habitat, open space for recrea

tion, protection of historic and archeological sites, ecological reserves, 

use of native peoples lands, taxation and assessment policy which relate 

directly to farmers and their businesses. 

The Agricultural Land Commission is always most concerned with the 

i mpact of changing uses near or within the farming community. (The 

farmer that remains must be given consideration.) 

Industrial strategies and types of industry which could have detri

mental impact; water drainage, air effluent, competition for water, 

etc. 

- New initiatives are being taken by Water Resources to protect by what

ever means community watersheds (restrictions on agricultural use and 

management) . 

Food producers, as other primary land users, must become positively involved 

in the land..-use planning process. The community, regional district, province 

and the nation has become too small and the competition for land too great and 

ever increasing. If land users, whatever their particular interests are not 

willing to participate in planning their own surroundings, someone else will 

do it for them, perhaps to their disadvantage. 

Involvement not only to pret ent their specific viewpoint, but also to increase 

the appreciation of how his activities whatever they may be, affect his 
......_ 

neighbours and other land resource users - "FoodJ and for the future is essen-

tial and must be given a high priority". 


