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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: __ ·\=....,, =="~--=\...1...../=-...._,-~---~--=-r\--o~"-~-=-\~ 

Place of interview: __ \?_....:;..__(""""'"->::::..__ _______________ _ 

Mailing Address of Participant 

Date: D (--=z ( (}_ ~( 0 U -~-~-......,...., ~------------------------

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

/fl(,, 
J ' ;xg 

1./ 
Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is ~ ?5:_ w_ "'S-S~,(name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Erwin Stoll: Summary 
Interviewed on 07 /26/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Stoll moved to Sinclair Mills in 1975. The population was roughly between 
55-60 people. He moved to Sinclair Mills because he was tired of life in the big city of 
Vancouver, where he owned a catering company. Upon making his decision to move to a 
rural setting, Mr. Stoll purchased the town site of Sinclair Mills, which included about 
600 acres. Once he had purchased the town site, Mr. Stoll turned the Sinclair Spruce 
Lumber Company's abandon bunkhouse into a restaurant, hotel and general store. Mr. 
Stoll also renovated many of the homes in Sinclair Mills, and provided relatively cheap 
rent. This drew in new residents to Sinclair Mills, resulting in a population increase of 50 
to 70 individuals. 

Mr. Stoll's restaurant and hotel received regular clientele from the surrounding 
communities including Prince George. However, when the establishment burned down in 
1989, he did not feel it would be economically advantageous to re-build it. At this 
establishment, Mr. Stoll also had a small pool hall for the local teenagers. Once a week 
he would have a free pool day. 

Mr. Stoll has been the Regional Director of the area between Prince George and 
Dome Creek since 1985. Mr. Stoll has not given up on Sinclair Mills, nor the surrounding 
areas. He feels that there are many great opportunities for tourism. After being built by 
the communities of the east line and its residents, he feels that the City of Prince George 
has forgotten and given up on keeping the east line communities alive. Mr. Stoll has 
played a strong, active, and admirable role in trying to keep the communities of the east 
line active. The interview with Mr. Stoll went very well as he is easy to speak with and 
comfortable with the interview process. 

Additional Contacts 

Louise Mueller in Sinclair Mills 
Thirsten and Ivy Berg in P.G. 
Ruth Cunningham in Willow River 
Carl Strome in P.G. (owned a sawmill in Willow River) 



Interview #34 Erwin Stoll July 26, 2000 

James: I'm with Mr. Erwin Stoll. My name is James Squissato. We're in 
Prince George, it is the 261

h of July, 2000 and the consent form has been 
signed. What is the thing you remember most about the time you spent in 
Sinclair Mills? 

I would say the peace and quiet. I do enjoy people but it's nice to just look out my 
window and see the mountains and not have to worry about meeting a lot of 
people. I did like the old part of the mill site, the old town site, and I tried to help 
as much as possible with it because there were so many small towns along the east 
lines and over the past 30 years they have pretty well all disappeared. And in 
Sinclair Mills, we were able to save some of the old homes. We have younger 
families living there, they do have children, but we have lost our school. But it's a 
regular community again whereas some of the other communities have died 
entirely. Like Longworth has a small population but they have no young families 
at all. Penny has pretty well all died. They only have a population of 10 or 12 
people right now. But they are both very pretty places but they haven't got the 
access and Sinclair Mills has access. Ahh ... it only takes an hour and ten minutes 
to drive into Prince George. 

James: When did you move to Sinclair Mills? 

I moved there in '75. 

James: And what brought you there? 

I was in the catering business in Vancouver, which was very hectic, and I wanted 
to get away from the fast life so I looked for a small hotel that I could operate in 
the countryside. So I read an ad in the newspaper, a town for sale. So being quite 
adventurous at times I thought why not follow that, so I ended up buying the 
whole townsite. It was about 600 acres of land, the old mill site. The town itself 
had about 40 homes in it at that time. 

James: How many acres? 

600. 

James: That's incredible. 

And it had the old bunkhouse which was a lodge that housed most of the mill 
workers. The mill had been closed at the time but I thought it had potentials to 
tum it into a hotel, so that's what I did. 
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James: You turned the old bunkhouse into a hotel? 

Yeah, I had a pub and a store in there, a general store, plus 24 rooms. It was a 
rather fairly large building. I had to redo it. It was ... structurally it was in good 
shape but as it was, it was pretty well run down. I was able to save it but 
unfortunately it burned down in '89. But I did operate it as a pub and hotel for 
years. 

James: Until 1989? 

Yeah. 

James: How was business? 

I would say overall it was good. At times it was slow because I had to depend a lot 
on the logging industry and so when logging went down, my business went down. 
So it was tied to the logging industry. 

James: Now when you moved to Sinclair Mills, do you remember the 
approximate population? 

At that time I would say it was down to about 55 - 60, so I renovated some of the 
houses that were on the town site. I rented some. I subdivided and sold some of 
the houses. The population went back up to between 100 and 110. But since then 
it has gone down again. I would say we have about 65 right now. 

James: To get the families back into it ... when the population rose to 110 ... 

The housing I provided was relatively cheap so it encouraged people to move back 
into the area. A lot of them, they are commuting from Prince George area and 
they were living in camp at MacGregor or Upper Fraser so they preferred to 
bring their families, seeing they could rent houses or even buy some houses. So 
like I say, I really tried to get the community back in. We had a school in Sinclair 
Mills until '83. But then a lot of the young children grew up and entered high 
school or went to work, so consequently, the school had to close down. 

James: Now what grades did the school go to? 

It went to grade 7. 

James: When you first moved there, do you know what the population was 
like? Was it mostly young people or older people or families? 
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We had some older people, some retired people, but we had a lot more younger 
people than we have now. Like I say, some of the families are still there but the 
children are all grown up. They're in their 30s or 40s now. We have a lot of 
retired people actually up there now. 

James: Would you mind drawing, when you first moved there, would you 
mind drawing a rough sketch of the layout of the town? 

I'm certain we have some maps somewhere I can provide you with. Do you need 
it today? 

James: No, not today. It's something we can follow up on. Now do you 
remember what were the best aspects of the layout of the town or the worst 
aspects of the layout of the town? 

I mean it all depends. Things have changed so much. When the town was laid out, 
people didn't have vehicles. I mean there was no roads into Sinclair Mills until 
well into the 40s so people came in by railway and a lot of it centred around the 
railway line, station. The road and the houses faced the railway line. The front at 
that time was the railway line. 

James: Has that hindered the aspect ... 

Not really, but now the road has been built so the houses in the sense are 
backwards. Like I say ... 

James: Here do you want ... I can give you this piece of paper. 

The CN railway. Here was the railway station. There was the office, the general 
store was near the CN. The houses ... about 10 of them along here and there were 
another 8 there. But they were ... there was a little kind of service corridor along 
there but the houses all faced the railway station. Since then, the highway goes 
through here and driving along the highway, you look at the back of the houses. 
Like I say, I tore down pretty well all of these. There's only one left now but 10 
along here and there are a whole lot of houses along here. There's a driveway 
going up this way. There are about 3-4 houses along here. That's the house I'm 
living in now. That used to be the mill owner's house. It's kind of on the hillside 
overlooking the old townsite. There was a road going up here. There are 4 houses 
along here. 

James: And where is the river in relation ... 

The river is along there. And the old mill site was here. There are 4 houses along 
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here and the old Bunkhouse Pub was right there. There were 2 bunkhouses up 
here. But like I say, the layout was basically, at that time, for people that walked 
or people that came from the railway station, just walked down the road a little 
way and the houses were right there. They had little wagons to bring their supplies 
from the railway station to their houses because people didn't have the cars in the 
'40s. Like I say, the road didn't open up until '42, before they could drive into 
Prince George. A lady still lives up there, she said "the first time we drove into 
Prince George, we left here at 7:00 and we got to the bank just before it closed". 
In those days the banks closed at 3:00. It took them over 7 hours to drive those 60 
miles. And the roads were atrocious even when I first moved up there. During the 
break up in the spring, it would take us 2 Y2 hours to drive to town. The roads 
were in sad shape. I mean people complain about the roads now. Like I say, they 
should have seen them 35 years ago. And it reminds me of the times when I first 
when there and I complained about the road and the old-timers would say, "oh the 
roads are excellent. You should have seen it 30 years ago". Like I say, it took 
them 7 hours to drive into town but to them it was so great because before that 
they had to rely strictly on the railway. It was kind of difficult but at that time they 
used to have the passenger train one day and the weigh freight the next day. You 
probably have heard about it. That was a little train that just ran from Prince 
George to McBride and supplied all these small communities. So people did have 
an opportunity to go in one day with one train and go back the next day with 
another one. Now there's only one every two days so it's really inconvenient. 

James: So the weigh freight still does ... 

No, the weigh freight was discontinued I think in '78. 

James: So just after you arrived? 

Yeah, shortly after. And a lot of people used to still use the train then because like 
I say, the roads were ... especially April/May, they were in bad shape. 

James: When did they pave the road? 

The road is not paved yet. It's only paved to Upper Fraser and it's seal coated 
from Upper Fraser to the Hansard Bridge, and from there it's gravel. 

James: When did they pave it to Upper Fraser? 

In '82. They started doing part of it in '80- '81 and finished it all the way to Upper 
Fraser in '82. 

James: That must have sped things up as well? 
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Right. Yes it did. I really fought for it to be paved. I thought it's easier for people 
to live in Prince George and commute so [inaudible??] get away because the 
bunkhouse in Upper Fraser ... they put busses on in '81. The school in Upper 
Fraser was quite small. They had 4 portables. They had 138 children but then 
when people thought "oh we can live in Prince George and commute", and so the 
enrolment of the school dropped 50% in the following year. And the school board 
had built a big addition and a full gymnasium the year before so .... And that 
school has closed down also now in the past years. 

James: It's still there though, isn't it? 

It's still there but we can't find any use for it. Like I say, that addition and the 
gymnasium was built in '81. 

James: It's brand new essentially. 

It's practically. 

James: Especially since it hasn't been used. 

It was unfortunate like I say. We did get a paved road but it really didn't help the 
small communities because then people thought "oh let's move to town because 
then we can have what we haven't had". Like a lot of the children, they couldn't 
participate in a lot of things. 

James: Like soccer and things like that. 

And soccer yes. 

James: Have you had any influence in any other communities, say between 
Sinclair and Prince George? It sounds like you have a great deal of 
knowledge ... 

Like I say, I have been the Director for the area since '85. I was very much 
involved with community affairs before that. 

James: Now when you say the area ... 

Between Prince George and Dome Creek. That's basically the area that is 
referred to as the Upper Fraser. 

James: And that's still ... 
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Yes, I'm still a representative for that area. So I know quite a bit about the history 
of the whole area all the way from Giscome, and I've been involved with heritage 
committees and so on and it always has been one of my pet peeves that the east 
line basically built Prince George but when it came to trying to improve roads or 
conditions on the east line, there was never any money. I've had a lot of 
discussion with provincial politicians and tried to put it out to them. I said this 
area supplied Prince George with tax dollars now because that whole area has 
been logged. 

James: What else have you done to kind of keep these communities alive? I 
mean what you did in Sinclair Mills is dramatic, I mean by buying up the 
townsite and ... 

I have always encouraged people to try and buy locally if possible. Like say when 
I first opened the store in Sinclair Mills, I tried to compete ... or at least similar 
and prices as what they had in the city, which was difficult at times, but it kept the 
people there. And at that time, I had quite a few families that did all their 
shopping there. But it has been difficult for any small business to exist up there 
because you can't compete with the big superstores. It's like Upper Fraser, for 
instance, used to have two general stores. Now they have one but they hardly carry 
merchandise except the necessities. Very little of it because they just can't 
compete and people may come in and buy one can of milk, but the store can't live 
on that. 

James: Every time I've driven through there, because I've driven down to 
Longworth and Sinclair Mills, I stop in the store when it's open and buy a 
can of pop or something. 

So you actually have been out ... 

James: Yeah, the farthest I drove was Longworth. 

Yeah it's difficult to Penny. 

James: Can you drive right through like Lindup and all the ... 

It all depends on the weather condition. You have to have a good 4 x 4, but I have 
done it. I only have a small 4 x 4. I've got a Suburu but a friend of mine has a big 
one there and I make at least 2 visits by a boat every year. I try to get in and talk to 
people. In fact there's an application right now to put a small hiking/ski 
development in Penny. Some people are really in favour of it but some people are 
really fighting it. They want to keep it pristine. 
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James: Would this be alpine skiing? 

Yes. My concern is the all terrain vehicles, the damage they do to the alpine area. 
It's just unbelievable. I've been in to the [inaudible??] Park a few years ago and 
they had a lot of Albertans come and they just wrecked it. They are really 
controlling it a lot better now. And that's my concern is Penny. Some people are 
saying we are trying to keep it for yourselves. That's not the point. I would like to 
see a recreation develop but let's be sensible about it. 

James: Now what would they do about access? 

What they are hoping for is to have a road further developed to Penny and 
hopefully have it go all the way to Dome Creek so you'd have an alternate road. I 
certainly would like to see that happen too because it could be a tourist attraction. 
You could have a circle tour and it's beautiful country like. I find the drive to 
McBride now is so monotonous. The history of the valley is on the west side of 
the Fraser. I mean that's where all the communities were like ... I don't know how 
much you have seen of Penny but there's still the old hospital site. There are a 
couple of caches down by the river. There's a lot of history there. 

James: I haven't been into Penny actually. I'd like to go but there's no way 
really to get in unless I have a 4 x 4. 

It's unfortunate then you are leaving. If you would have come back with me a few 
weeks ago, I could have arranged to take you in. 

James: How about when I come back? 

Okay, let's try it for that. In fact, let's stay in touch. Because you have to see those 
things. Another one of my real concerns is the old townsite of Hutton. You must 
have run across that in your research. At one time it had a bigger population than 
Prince George and now it's pretty well wiped ... it's gone. There's one house, two 
houses left I guess. But it had a population of 1825. It had a hospital. 

James: What was the primary source of employment? 

Strictly logging. When the mill burned down in '26, they had a few smaller 
logging operations there up to the early '50s but it never amounted to much. They 
had a school, a post office, a small restaurant - two restaurants I think. So it's 
amazing, when you think of it, there was this thriving community there 70 years 
ago and now there's nothing. It's all bush. It's all overgrown. 

James: And that seems to be the case about so many places, Dome Creek, 
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Crescent Spur, Lambing Mills. 

Lambing Mills is another example. But then it wasn't encouraged to try and save 
those small communities. As far as the government was concerned, if they didn't 
have those communities, they didn't have to service them. It's costly to run graters 
and keep roads open and have those schools. Let's bring everybody into the city. 

James: It seems to be a common occurrence in many areas. 

Oh yes, of course. Sometimes I think it's a philosophy of government people, 
planners. I blame a lot on planners. 

James: There's less overhead and less ... 

Of course. Like I said early, when you think of the money that came out of that 
area and I feel there was no compassion there for anybody. They're just a bunch of 
old logging towns, let's not worry about them. But you have a history there. And 
they have lives. 

James: Well I interviewed people in Dome Creek ... a few of them, well 
everyone is kind of upset about the school being closed next year. 

And of course when you look at it from another angle, how can you justify it? I 
know at Sinclair Mills, when we were down to 8 children and I went to the school 
board and said "how can you justify keeping this open?", because Upper Fraser 
was only 14 miles away so it's not the same thing as Dome Creek where the 
children have no other opportunity. But there they did, so they did close it down. I 
mean there's always two sides to each story. 

James: And certainly 14 miles isn't as far as say McBride. 

Exactly. Now our children have to go to elementary school in Giscome. The 
highschool kids go all the way to town. 

James: How many children have to go to Giscome from Sinclair? 

Next year we'll have 10 children, I believe. That's a long way for them especially 
the little ones. We have one that will be going to kindergarten, that's a five year 
old so that's a long ways. 

James: Is it about 1/i hour on the bus? 

No, it's more than that. I would say ... 
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[brief interruption in interview due to arrival of someone] 

James: Schools ... so kids are still commuting to highschool. 

They are commuting to highschool. I think we have 5 or 6 this year that still 
commute to Prince George to go to highschool. 

James: It's a long ways. 

They leave home at 6:30 in the morning and they come back at twenty past 5 in 
the evening. So that's 11 hours. 

James: That's all their fun time. 

Yes. It's tough on them and you have to give them credit for sticking to it. At one 
time they had a boarding house here in town and people would stay. Children 
would stay here and just go home on weekends, especially before the road was 
half decent. A dormitory that I think ... I think it was close to Duchess School. I 
mean kids all the way from Dome Creek would come in and stay at that dorm. 

James: Now when you moved to Sinclair Mills in '75, what was there as far 
as ... was there a general store there, was there ... 

When I moved there, there wasn't anything. Nothing at all. Because the people 
that had bought the townsite before I did I think bought it for the timber value and 
they had no interest in keeping the community really. Like I say, I renovated the 
whole town, put a general store in and eventually got the post office back. So it 
became a community again. 

James: Did you find that people were coming from other communities, like 
say Upper Fraser, to go to the restaurant for dinner ... 

Oh yes. I had people come all the way from Prince George to go to the restaurant. 
On Saturdays and Sundays I was always packed. 

James: Nice drive in the country and some dinner. 

Yes. I mean people from Upper Fraser and MacGregor they were there every 
Friday and Saturday and a lot of them used to come to the store also because I did 
have just about everything that a person needed. 

James: In the store? 
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Yes. 

James: As far as things like electricity and things like that ... were they ... 

Yes. I believe BC Hydro came in there in the early 60s. In '62 or '63. When I first 
moved there we had a very primitive telephone system, an old crank type but that 
was changed the same year that I moved. But we had party lines and very, very 
poor telephones until 4 months ago. We finally ... we had bought into the 20th 
century and the 2!51 century so we have to have phones now where we can have 
fax machines and computers and so on. Like I say, those are things ... I mean you 
want seclusion. You want to live away from the city. It's part of what you have to 
accept I suppose. 

James: Now you work here in Prince George. Do you commute every day? 

No, I only ... you see, being here on the District, I spent some time here. It's not a 
full time job or anything like that. I may come in 2 days a week. If I have late 
meetings, I may stay in town but otherwise I commute. We have 6 people living 
out there right now that commute to town every day. Like I say, it's just under 100 
kilometres. You can do it in an hour and ten minutes. 

James: An d it's a nice drive. 

It is. Mind you, in the winter time it can get hairy. One of my worst fears is with 
animals on the road, moose some year but moose are the biggest problem. 

James: Just off the topic there, have you tried the little animal whistles. 

No, I haven't but I'm thinking of it, might be helpful. 

James: Apparently they work well, if they're placed well on the vehicle. I 
don't know yet. I tried them ... this is way off topic, but they certainly ... I 
didn't see any animals. Now as far as health services in Sinclair ... I think I 
already know the answer by the look on your face there. 

There isn't any. If somebody gets sick, we have to go to Prince George. One of 
my pet peeves is that somebody gets released from hospital. It's fine in the city, a 
few minutes away if there are complications. Now they tell you well if you can't 
go home, go and stay at a hotel. And I really don't think that's fair for the 
population of ... 

James: I certainly think they might not be able to afford it. 
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Exactly. Some people can't afford it but I mean they release you as soon as you're 
capable of maybe walking now. But I think that's a big problem that has to be 
addressed by the health board. 

James: Now when you had the general store, you said as far as getting things 
like clothes ... did you carry things like that? 

Very little. 

James: It was more just groceries. 

Groceries, a few hardware items. I had produce, I had milk, I had bread, I had 
meat and of course canned stuff and so on. So I pretty well had everything that a 
person needed. Like I say, when I first moved there it wasn't that easy to whip into 
town. I mean nowadays people all... 'let's go to town'. Then it was a bigger trip. I 
think it's not the road conditions that have changed but it's people's mentality has 
changed. 

James: Now as far as when the school was running, did it play any role in say 
after school activities or did it play a role in the community itself? 

I would say yes. And then of course it depends on the teacher but we were very 
fortunate. We had a couple of excellent teachers that communicated ... play nights 
or whatever at the school. Maybe a few card games. So there was quite a bit of 
interaction between the school and the community. We got some money and 
raised some money and put in a nice playground, which was used by older 
children and younger children also. So yes, I would say the school did play a .... 
and more so in Upper Fraser school because there was a gymnasium so it was 
used for floor hockey and all those kinds of things. 

James: For the younger generation, when you were living out there, for say 
teenagers, could you describe the social life for them? 

Before I moved there I would suggest there was very little. After I moved there 
and redid the hotel, I had a pool room so a lot of teenagers used to spend time in 
there. I used to have one ... one day a week actually that they could come in and 
play pool for free so they could have something to do. And I think kids in those 
days could amuse themselves a lot easier than they do now. They used to fish and 
hike and do a lot of things to keep themselves occupied. And now you listen to 
kids and all you can hear is "I'm bored". But there again, now they have a 
different mentality. 

James: When you first moved to the area, and I guess now, where did most 
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people work? 

I would say the highest percentage at that time was in the logging industry so they 
were loggers. And eventually quite a few went to work in the sawmill which is 
still a logging industry, but there used to be a distinct difference between the 
loggers and the sawmill workers. There used to be quite a few small logging 
contractors and they're pretty well all gone now because a small contractor can't 
compete. It's all the big contractors. We have very few people working in the 
logging industry as such. We still have a few that work at the sawmill and there 
are a few that go out and plant trees and do some spacing and so on, logging 
related. Like I said, there are a few that commute to town. We have a couple of 
fairly big ranching operations. 

James: Right, the Moellers there. 

The Moellers. 

James: Were there any other mills besides the one in Upper Fraser? 

No, that was the only one. The one at Sinclair had closed down in '66. There was 
one at Dewey which closed down in the 50s. There was one in MacGregor which 
closed down in the 50s. There was one at Hansard that closed down at ... 

James: There was one right where the MacGregor camp was? 

Yup. It wasn't that long, I think maybe 15-20 years but it closed down, I believe, 
in the late '50s some time. 

James: On a different sort of aspect now, what have been the most pleasant 
aspects of living in Sinclair Mills? 

I would say it was the association with people, because in a small community you 
have a different relationship with your neighbours. Like you live in the city you 
might not even speak to your neighbours. You may not know them. Living in a 
small community, people help each other. They are there for each other. You drop 
in and have coffee and you drop in and cry on somebody's shoulder. I believe I 
really enjoyed that is the contact with people. 

James: What, if any, were the negative aspects of living there? 

Oh, there have been some negative aspects. Like I say, lack of reliable telephone 
used to worry me because sometimes the whole community would be here 
without telephone service so you wonder if something serious happens. Road 
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conditions. But those are negatives you learn to live with I suppose. That's just 
about it. I mean it was my choice to move to a secluded area so that's one of the 
things you have to expect. 

James: Any regrets from the move from Vancouver? 

No, not at all. I really enjoyed living out there. Like I say, I might even stay 
indefinitely but I feel that I have to have a challenge so I may move. 

James: Challenge in what way? 

Doing something. I mean you can do so much volunteer work. I really would like 
to get involved in something else. 

James: So you might move closer to Prince George? 

I may. Like I enjoy it out there. I love gardening. I enjoy having animals but the 
problem is they tie you down and I try to travel and those things. So you have 
animals, you are tied down. 

James: All the years you've lived there, have you noticed much difference 
between say the rich and the poor residents of the area? 

I would say yes. You always do have some class distinctions but I don't think it's 
any different than it always was. I think maybe people are becoming a little more 
private now where I definitely feel at one time that it was one big community. But 
that has changed by people moving in. I wouldn't say so much between rich and 
poor but I would say people with different interests. So I think yes, possibly it is 

[end of side one] 

James: Obviously when your hotel and the general store were up and 
running, and the restaurant as well, was there more a sense of community 
than ... 

Yes. People met each other there. There was more of a sense of a community. 
Like I have a post office in my house now. People still sit down and drink coffee 
and talk but it's not the same anymore. I would say before it was a business, so 
people dropped in and sat around and had coffee. Now people come pick up their 
mail, I mean I have to invite them to sit down and have a coffee I suppose. But 
still there is still some contact but it has changed over the years, I would say. 
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James: What prevented you from rebuilding? 

Economics. Because the area ... logging industry had gone down and it was 
becoming a lot more seasonal. I'd be very busy in the winter months and I'd have 
some real slow months in March/ April/May, and it would pick up again in the 
summer. Weekends still would be relatively good but during the week it would be 
really slow. And I had no insurance on the building so to go out and borrow a lot 
of money to go and build a business, I just couldn't see the pay back on it. 

James: When you lived there, were there many people of different race or 
ethnicity ... was there separation between these ... 

No, I don't think that ever came into the picture. As you noticed, I have an accent 
and people didn't dislike me because of that. There may be a few people that 
called me a Jew but anybody that runs a business gets accused of being inclined to 
be a good business person. 

James: Are you from Israel? 

No, but it's just this [inaudible??]. That's what I'm saying. 

James: Sorry, where is your accent from? 

German. 

James: So have you found any problems about living in the place? 

No, not at all. 

James: How would you describe your relationship with your neighbours 
throughout the years? 

Excellent mostly. You always have some problems but I would say the closeness 
isn't there in the last few years that used to be there. I think at one time people 
were a lot more open, a lot more trusting. Now people are a lot more cautious so 
those things have changed a bit over the years. 

James: Why do you think people have changed that way? 

I guess it's society in general. I mean, we are not as trusting of each other anymore 
as what we used to be. You know, at one time, I look at somebody, he's a decent 
person, fine. But now you have to kind of wait and see. 
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James: Did the town ... was there a community hall? 

There was a community hall. Of course it was on my property also but it was very 
badly run down. At the time we could have gotten a grant to try and fix it up but I 
was worried about the operating of it, that it might become a burden to a small 
community like that so we decided to tear it down. After that we used the school a 
little more and for special functions, Christmas parties and so on, we always used 
my facilities. In fact, after the hotel burned down, we had all our community 
Christmas dinners at my house, which became difficult. So in '82 we built a new 
community hall. You probably have seen it? 

James: Where the telephone is, yeah. 

It wasn't easy but we borrowed the money through the Regional District and at 
that time, the province contributed 1/3 of the cost so we built the hall. We're still 
paying on it but all the taxpayers have to pay for it. 

James: Just to make sure, your establishment burned down in 1989, you 
said? 

Yeah, and we built the community hall in '92. 

James: Does the community still have get-togethers, say an annual picnic ... 

Yeah, we have a Christmas dinner every year because I started that when I first 
came and we still have it. We have a Mother's Day ... we usually have an early 
spring barbecue or function. We have some activities pretty well all the time but 
as I say, being down to 60 some people, we do not get the crowds anymore that 
we used to get. On our Christmas dinners, we still get 67 people. 

James: So most of the community turns out at Christmas time? 

Yeah, pretty well all of the community turns out and then we bring some our 
children, our grandchildren, that moved away but still like to come out every 
Christmas. So it's being used not as extensively as I would like to see it used but I 
think that's happening in a lot of communities now. People have different 
interests. 

James: Now when you lived there ... I don't know whether this question 
really pertains to when you lived there but did many women work outside 
the home? Did you see ... did people, say MacGregor camp ... 

At one time very few worked out of the home. When I first moved there, there 
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would be hardly any women that worked out of the home and now it's a different 
situation. Quite a few commute to Prince George. Two women that work at the 
mill in Upper Fraser. I would say it's just like any city or society in general, that 
you have two people working in the family. 

James: Was there ever a woman's group or support ... 

No. 

James: How about a men's group? 

What do you call a men's group? I mean maybe boys going out having a drink 
together but as an organized group, no. There never was. 

James: Now where do most people from the community come from, or still 
come from? 

I would say 20 years ago at Sinclair Mills they were all people that were 2°d, 3rd 
generation from this particular area and they came from the prairie provinces. In 
Sinclair we had a few Yugoslavs, Slavish, Eastern ... we have 2 - 3 families. I 
think there are 3-4 of German descent that immigrated here from Germany. But I 
would say predominantly they were Canadians and that came out here in the '20s 
or so from the prairies. When you go along that whole east line, that's where they 
originally came from - Saskatchewan, Alberta, Edmonton. 

James: Was there or is there now any visible minorities in the community, 
First Nations people or Asian people? 

No. 

James: I've just got a quick question · this is kind of off of my question list. 
What do you feel about the future of Sinclair Mills and do you see anything 
that can prevent it from ... 

Dying? 

James: Exactly. 

I don't think it's going to happen because I believe it's close enough to Prince 
George and we have a few relatively new homes. We have some older homes that 
have been renovated and a lot of money spent on to bring them up to date. I think 
it will be there. I can't see it going ... 
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[brief interruption - someone arriving] 

James: How do you feel about the skiing and hiking area in Penny? And 
before I forget this question, I forgot last time, what would stop someone ... 
instead of building a road extending to Upper Fraser, through paving that 
right through, what would stop someone to say invest in the ski hill in Penny 
from just paving the Penny access road and putting a bridge across. Because 
certainly going the other way and extending the Upper Fraser would be a 
benefit. And who knows what other road could come of it. 

Like I said, I am in favour of economic development but I really am against all 
terrain vehicles and the damage they can do. I would love to see a development. In 
1980, I was planning to put a big development into Sinclair Mills, building this 
type of holidays. I had a big German company backing me. I had the capital in 
place and it took me a year and a half to get an agreement-in-principle from the 
Regional District. And my backers left their hands in disgust and said there's no 
way we can work with anything like that. If it takes a year and a half to get an 
agreement-in-principle, how can we go ahead? 

James: Out of curiosity, what was it? 

It was a lot of standard tie cabins but nice cabins, two bedrooms, three bedrooms. 

James: A holiday get-away? 

That's right, holiday so those people were going to buy them outright, turning 
them back over to us for us to operate. I had planned in putting a small ski hill in, 
cross-country skiing, boating and a lot of things that can be done, hiking. 

James: So you would need access to one of the lakes there to build it? 

No, right at Sinclair, on the hillside. I don't know how familiar you are with ... 

James: Fairly not. Not as good as probably I should be. 

It had excellent potential. Like we had planned on building 38 cabins and 22 of 
them were basically promised or sold. Like I say, it was unfortunate that it 
happened. 

James: What is preventing you is the same thing that's preventing you in 
1980 then? 

What is preventing me from doing it now is age. 
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James: I just knew the challenges ... you still like to be challenged. 

Right. I think the potentials are still there but in the '80s for instance, there was a 
real incentive for Germans to have a second home. It was a tax write-off. That's 
how come we thought we would be so successful in selling these starter type old 
cabins. But I really feel that potential is there. Tourism is huge and that's what we 
have to look at. As long as tourism doesn't hurt environment that way. 

James: There certainly is lots of options towards eco-tourism. 

Right exactly. I mean, I was involved with a committee that looked at tourism for 
the whole area. There again, we can do a lot of studies but we have to have the 
driving force for people to go out and do it. So I hate to discourage anybody that 
has ideas for development but we have to consider people's concern about nature. 

James: We're putting a list together of other people to interview along the 
east line. Do you have any names that you could suggest? 

Yes. Clarence Boudreau at Penny. 

James: Is he still in Penny? 

Yes, he still is in Penny. One person that knows ... she has lived there since '38, is 
Louisa Mueller. I think she was interviewed by somebody from your department. 

James: I think she was yeah. 

Because I know somebody called me and asked me for names. 

James: I'll write it down just in case. I'm pretty sure she was interviewed. 

Another one that has a lot of knowledge is Thirsten and Ivy Berg. He lives in 
Prince George now. 

James: Anybody else? 

Those are the only old-timers from that area that ... the Berg's they were there in 
the late '80s so don't waste any time. Have you interviewed anybody in the 
Giscome, the whole area. 

James: I haven't myself. A few people, Mr. Ralph Spoklie. That was the only 
person. That was one of my first interviews. But if you have other names for 
that area. 
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Ruth Cunningham, Edward[??], Cal Strom. He lives in Prince George now 
but he used to have a sawmill in the ville over there. He was on the museum board 
for years. He has a lot of knowledge of the area. And I'm sure you have worked 
with the museum, have you? 

James: I haven't myself but I spent actually just the last little while down at 
the railway museum. Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

No, I think that's just about it. 

James: Thanks for your time. 

So give me a call in the fall when you come back. Maybe we can get together. 

James: That's sounds perfect. 

[end of interview] 
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