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Virginia Karr: Summary 
Interviewed on 07 /06/00 

By James Squissato 

In 1972, Mrs. Karr moved to Crescent Spur from the United States. As an eight-year
old child, she went to Crescent Spur on a trip, and vowed that she would return. She has 
held several occupations, including some in the forest industry, such as picking cones and 
tree planting. However, her family's main stay was cattle ranching. 

During the interview, Mrs. Karr often spoke of the challenges of rural living. 
However, she stated that she could not have imagined living anywhere else. Living in 
Crescent Spur has been a time of growth and change for her. Mrs. Karr spoke of her 
problems with the private C.N. Railway crossings and the expense. However, she has a 
strong fondness for trains. 

Mrs. Karr educated her children at home from grades 1-3. Then they were sent to 
McBride. In the spring of 2000, she received a university degree that she completed 
mostly through open learning. Mrs. Karr stressed that her family and herself have been 
very self-sufficient, and rarely had to go into Prince George for supplies. She is also a 
strong environmentalist, and uses geo-thermal energy to heat her home. She spoke of a 
service that the Prince George Public Library offered to surrounding rural areas in which 
she could send away for library books (this was a free service, which is no longer 
running). 

She adopted two native children, and stated that in Crescent Spur her children had no 
problems. However, they encountered some racist issues when they had to commute to 
McBride to attend school. Overall, the interview went well as both Mrs. Karr and myself 
were very comfortable. 

Additional Contacts 

Gary Cowell in White Court Alta. 
Fredericksons just of HWY #16 before Goat River 
Bill Hushand in P.G. 
Liz Aubrey in Crescent Spur 553-2399 
Melva & Abe Phillips in Crescent Spur 553-2340 
Jim Ford in Crescent Spur 553-2317 
Mark Aubrey in Crescent Spur 553-2300 
Vern Adams in Crescent Spur 
Mrs. Finnerty in McBride 
Colleen Littlechild in McBride 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant:_y_, , ...... c ....... 6: ....... I ...... IV.:...........,I !) _ ___.)'---'~ ...... (7-' ....... £ ..... i=.-Z __ 

Place of interview: -~C~1i_r_[_s~c_f~1~V~L~-·S ........... 1:J_v_ 1_2 ______ _ 

Mailing Address of Participant 6-.Q 
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My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 
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Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is ~ ,'::?o w"::::.~(name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 
I..... 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mrs. Virginia Karr 
General Deli very 
Crescent Spur, B.C. 
VOJ 3EO 

Dear Mrs. Karr: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Crescent Spur with you. Thank-you for taking 
the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser 
Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, 
as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was particularly 
informative to hear your opinions about the problems with the C.N. railway crossings. 
The numerous additional contacts you provided for our project are greatly appreciated. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 



Interview #48 Virginia Karr July 6, 2000 

James: I'm here with Mrs. Virginia Karr. My name is James Squissato. 
We're in Crescent Spur. It is the sixth of July, 2000 and the consent form has 
been signed. What is the one thing you remember most about the time you 
spent in Crescent Spur? 

It's so beautiful. It's just such a gorgeous place. I just can't imagine living in a 
place that's not beautiful. And it's always changing. A friend asked me actually 
awhile ago, she said "I understand why you moved there but I can't understand 
why you stay". And I thought about that. I really thought about that seriously and 
my answer was finally that if it ever stops being astounding ... it's just 
astonishing, because ... I mean I've been here 28 years or something and if I can 
get up in the morning and look at the mountains and they'll look different than 
I've ever seen them before - I'll see a different bird, a different flower - it's just 
constantly amazing. 

James: So when did you move here? 

Well let's see, my son was born in '69. We bought the place, I guess, in the spring 
of '71. We moved up permanently in '72 but I was here in 1952. My mother was 
an astronomer at Harvard and she had to go to meetings in Victoria in 1952, 
astronomy meetings, and so she decided to make a holiday of it. And since she 
was a single parent she brought me too. And so we took the CP out from 
Montreal. We took the train from Boston, there was an overnight train, and then 
we took the CP out from Montreal, and then went to the meetings in Victoria, and 
then we took the ferry up to ... actually we went all the way to Ketchekan and then 
back to Rupert and then we took the north line to Jasper, and then the CN all the 
way back to Montreal. And I fell in love with the mountains and the country and 

James: So you remembered it when you came through ... 

Oh yeah, I mean I was 8 years old and I just fell in love. And my mother actually 
wrote letters about the trip and there's a book ... we kept a scrapbook of it and 
actually it's at Wheelers right now so you can ask Matthew for it if you see them. 
But the scrapbook had all the stuff, schedules and all kinds of stuff, but she also 
wrote letters home about the trip and she said that I was so totally taken with the 
country. I started dragging boyfriends here, and then when I got married I dragged 
my husband and son here, to central British Columbia, and then we started 
looking for land. And when we found this place, I said "I want it" and we bought 
it. 
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James: Is this it? 

Yeah. $7800, 209 acres. But you see land prices were a bit cheaper then because 
you couldn't borrow money. You had to have that much money in your pocket. 
Well that totally cleaned up our bank account. My husband was in working in the 
pulp mill so we had to go pick up his pay cheque. We didn't eat much for a couple 
of weeks there. We didn't pay our rent ... we paid our rent a bit late, but we got it 
paid off and ... because we couldn't borrow money for it, we had to pay for it. And 
then we couldn't move out for another year because ... well we needed money to 
start building and that. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

James: The reason I turned the tape off was just to make sure we were 
recording. I didn't want to lose any information. So the reason why you 
moved here was just ... 

Just wanted to live in the country. Also, our son was extremely hyperactive and he 
was ... when we lived in Prince George ... well people would say "well at least my 
kid isn't that bad". I just didn't want to live somewhere where my child would be 
hated. I wanted to live somewhere where he could get out and roam. And we had a 
big dog to keep an eye on him because we couldn't keep track of him, and he just 
took to it completely. And we kept him out of school for a long time because he 
couldn't sit down and he couldn't do all sorts of things that people are supposed to 
do in classrooms. He actually only went a couple of years, I think, in total to a real 
school and then in his twenties people would come up to me and say "how do you 
raise such a good worker?" We just didn't squelch him. Anyway, that was 
another reason we moved out as soon as possible was just to give our son some 
space that he needed. 

James: Do you remember what the approximate population was? 

No. the mill ... Highway 16 had just opened. A whole bunch of Mennonites had 
moved away. The mill had closed but the light plant was still running so there was 
still ... well just before we moved they closed the school. 

James: In Crescent Spur? 

Yeah, because when the light plant broke they bussed the kids and the teacher into 
McBride for the rest of the year and after that they closed the ... it was a portable 
and they pulled it away a few years later. 

James: So there's never been a school since ... 
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No, not since I've been here. We tried very hard to get a school and we almost got 
a school, but then the school board voted on it when a couple of the school board 
members were on vacation so the money got spent on something else. And then 
the portable got pulled away. And then all sorts of health regulations came in 
where the new school had to have running water, toilets, septic system, electricity 
- well I guess they could have had a plant - but the thing was to have .... it got a bit 
ridiculous. We got the feeling that the children were sent to ... so they'd learn how 
to flush a toilet because at that point, almost none of the children had had ... they 
all used outhouses. But they couldn't ... at that point they weren't allowed to open 
a school that didn't have plumbing and then they considered that re-opening the 
school was like opening a school and it was going to cost a lot of money to put in 
the septic system and all that stuff so it didn't happen. 

James: So your son ... was it son and daughter ... 

I raised 5 kids. 

James: Oh 5 kids, wow. That's a big family. 

Yeah, well we adopted 2 kids and then we had 2 more. 

James: So they all went to McBride to school? 

Well I kept them home through ... all of them home through Grade 3 and then 
some of them started school in Grade 4, and then some of them ... if things didn't 
work out in the school, then we had them home because we could give them much 
more one to one at home than they would get in the school. I mean with one boy 
the school said, "well, he does really well. Like we sort of lock him up like he's in 
a closet." I thought if he's going to be in a closet, why is he going 60 miles to sit 
in a closet. I mean the idea was sort of social life or something so we kept him for 
a couple of years so that they all graduated ... all but one graduated from 
highschool and they all can read now and they ... it seemed to be pretty good for 
these particular children. 

James: Now did they continue on to go to highschool in McBride? 

Yeah they went to ... some of them went to .... Well the oldest didn't but he went 
one year ... I guess he went one year to highschool in McBride. Then he went one 
year to Prince George and then the others went to highschool in McBride. 

James: So were they bussed then? 

Yeah, there's a bus. It used to go al1 the way to Loos, now it ... I think it just 
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comes down to the house on the hill. Because it was just one child ... the houses 
you passed as you're coming down here. I think there's just been Bren Aubrey on 
the bus. There might be another child who's going but I'm not sure. 

James: Do they think they'll lose the bus ever? 

Well it has to go to Dome Creek now so it goes right past. But they don't want to 
let the kids off on the highway so they'll probably come down the hill a ways to 
where ... especially in the winter where there can be phones and warmth and stuff 
like that. 

James: It's a good idea actually not to let them off on the highway. 

Well yeah, and where there's no phone, because well you never know what's 
going to happen. One time when I was ... when two of my kids went to school, in 
elementary school, at one point for a few months when I was having another one 
and they ... one day in December, a freak snowstorm blew in and we put them on 
the bus, they got into McBride, they got into McBride, hit the snowstorm and the 
bus driver said "we're going to tum around and take the kids home because this is 
... we don't think we'll be able to get them home if we don't". So they did and 
they dropped the kids off at their regular place and let's see, Bruce was Grade 5, 
Laura was Grade 2 I guess, yeah ... and so they started walking home the two miles 
and they blew in around 11 :00 and if Bruce hadn't had the energy and dragged his 
sister along the road ... that was when the road was on the other side of the tracks 
too so it was right in the blazing wind and snow. And I mean you had no idea that 
they were coming so we had no idea to go pick them up or anything. We had no 
phone, we had no .... and they just dropped them off 2 miles from home. And if it 
would have just been Laura, I'm sure we would have lost her in that snowstorm. I 
shook a whole bunch of cages after that. Poor children, they came up to the door 
and their mother was furious. But it took them hours to walk home. 

James: Good thing they made it, lucky. 

Just Bruce just dragged his sister along and brought them both home. But it was 
just terrible. 

James: So as far as rural living, would you find the school system is kind of a 
challenge for being out here? 

Well I loved doing correspondence as far as teaching the reading and the first few 
years. I thought that was great. Watching kids learn to read is really exciting. It's 
as exciting as helping kids learn to talk and I think parents lose a lot not doing 
that. And also then the kids have less of this social pressure and their haircuts 
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have to be just so, and clothes have to be just so and everything. I mean in those 
years, I remember one boy saying to me, "well if we had new clothes we'd have to 
take care of them". But they ... the school was a problem sometimes. I mean 
there's always problems with schools and teachers and you know, with some kids 
you want them to give them a kick, push them. Get them to do stuff and with 
some you want to say, "be gentle". Don't make it hard for this one. So if you have 
children who aren't average, in any direction or any way or have different gifts 
you know, it's difficult for everybody. If you find a kid that's easy going and 
average and fits in wonderfully to school, thinks they're the greatest kid and you 
think you've done a fabulous job and it really has more to do with what you've 
got in the way of a kid. 

James: I think so. I agree with that. So an idea of the population ... 

Well there were a lot of kids. As I said before, we used to export a whole school 
bus load of kids. Let's see, there was 3 Baldwin's, there was 3 Phillips, how 
many Thomas?, 4 maybe. 5 Arnolds. Oh, have you talked to Sylvia and Bill 
Arnold? 

James: No, I'll put that name down too. 

Yeah, they live in McBride. 

James: And they were originally in Crescent Spur? 

Well no,, they didn't grow up there but they spent a few years here. Bill ran the 
mill the last ... well the last time it really ran. And they lived down the hill there. 
Okay, so that's how many kids? And then there were other children that came 
through. I mean there was a lot of kids. Did I say the Arnolds? 

James: Yeah. 

There was 5 of them. All the families were 3, 4, 5 so .... Yeah and then it was a 
pretty vibrant community there but I don't think there ... there may not have been 
more actual families but they were bigger. I think Anson lived out here then. 

James: Did he? Okay. 

Yeah. 

James: I think you're right actually, if I recall. 

Well he lived various places but ... 
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James: Where did you come from? 

Well I started out in Massachusetts ... well I was born in Pennsylvania, went to 
Massachusetts, then I came out west to go to college and tried Los Angeles very 
briefly we did. Hated it, absolutely hated it, but we did carry away some money 
which gave us the money to buy the place. And ... because we both worked and 
we didn't do any of the California living stuff. And back then you could live 
reasonably cheap. It didn't seem reasonably cheap at the time but we were able to 
put my whole pay cheque and most of Bill's in the bank. Escape money and we 
escaped. 

James: We're you part of what they called the back-to-the-lander 
movement? 

Well, yeah I suppose so. I don't know. I never thought of it as a movement. Well 
for one thing, our son was born in Canada so I certainly didn't want to raise any 
children to become cannon fodder to what we used to call the military industrial 
complex in the States so there was certainly a political .... 

James: Certainly a more passive country, Canada. 

Yeah, and we came really ignorant. I mean we really didn't know that Canada was 
different. Like all Americans we didn't ... we were ignorant of that. It was just a 
haven and a beautiful place and a place that we really wanted to live, but we 
brought a lot of ignorance with us. 

James: It's nice that you acknowledge that. I think Canada often looks down 
their nose at Americans too. So it goes back and forth. 

Oh, I certainly look down my nose at Americans. I was talking to a friend who 
also came about the same time who lives in Vancouver and I said, "do find that 
when you go back to the States you keep telling people how they're doing 
everything wrong?" She said, "I can't control myself, I can't control myself'. 
We're always lecturing Americans. 

James: I do the same thing. I find myself doing it all the time. Not necessarily 
the Americans, just their government. 

Well some of it is their government... well some of it's like .. .like at this table 
we've had every politician for the last, I don't know, whether MP or MLA, who's 
come out here and we've talked to him. It doesn't matter what party, whatever. 
And I tell my American ... I've said to some of them, "tell your senator. Tell your 
member of Congress". And they go, "what?". I mean we're on a first name basis 
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with a lot of these people because they're your MP, you know. I mean we had 
Ken Harris out here, his secretaries, "well what particular thing would you like to 
talk about?" Well we said, "you're our MP". "Oh, okay". They come out here and 
people come by and we discuss stuff and what our needs are and what our wants 
are. 

James: Have you found the politicians have been fairly receptive to your 
needs? 

Well I'm not sure that they've been able to make big waves because they haven't 
been in a lot of power ... I mean Lois Boone did change the speed limit on the 
highway but we've been able to talk over various things with them. 

James: What was the speed limit on the highway? 

It was 90 clicks and now it's up to 100. 

James: So you guys wanted it a little faster? 

Well it was just that ... my car wouldn't run at 90. Some people wanted it faster, 
some people didn't and some people don't like it being faster. But anyway, we 
discussed that sort of thing with her. I think she started getting tickets caught 
running out here. But anyway, you can't know how much you really get done but 
at least you feel like if they really listened to you and you really discussed an issue 
with them, you feel like you have some input into the democratic processes, 
whereas Americans just complain. 

James: Now being in Crescent Spur, I guess, getting back to Crescent Spur, do 
you think you've been fairly represented out here? I guess over the years, are 
you satisfied that your concerns and your interests are being met? 

Well sometimes, sometimes not. The issue of the railroad crossing has definitely 
not been handled well. 

James: What is it? 

Well it used to be that for the private crossings ... now the difference between 
private and public crossings has totally to do with history. For instance in Loos 
there's a ... there's my train [sound of train in the background]. 

James: Is this after the interview you did for the CBC? 

Oh I've known those guys forever but when I'm down in the garden, I wave at 
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them and they wave back. The train has actually even stopped to pick up seeds 
and stuff like that. 

James: No kidding? 

Oh, "I'm running fast. I'll stop and come in and look at the flowers", you know. 
They haven't done it yet but it's an old joke. But yeah he's a little bit ... he's 
supposed to be at Loos at 11:33. Oh no, he's right on time. Anyway, this a public 
crossing at Loos which serves one house, or two houses, whereas the one here 
which services the post office and two houses and the heh-hiking lodge is private, 
but that's because it came later. It has nothing to do with .... Okay, the private 
crossings ... 

James: Is it a footbridge or a drive across? 

It's just drive across crossings and an awful lot of people who need private 
crossings for fanning or for getting to their house. For us, we have one that gets to 
our lower fields. Anyway, originally when we first negotiated our private crossing 
anyway ... I can't remember how much we paid, maybe $35 a year, but that 
included a million dollars liability insurance in case we dropped a train, which 
seemed like a useful thing, plus the paper work and so on. It included no 
maintenance on the crossing. In other words, if they had to fix something, they'd 
fix something, so we would generally keep the snow off it because they didn't 
charge us for cleaning snow. They've changed that. There have been various 
permutations on that one. They dropped the insurance. We're supposed to hold the 
insurance ourselves, which is a real problem for some people who do not ... 
maybe this should be off tape. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

... so besides the problem with liability insurance there is a problem that they're 
now charging us $300 a year for what they call maintenance. And what 
maintenance means, as far as I can tell, nothing. Whenever we've gone to the 
press or gone and made a fuss over it, they send out this guy, James Feeney, who 
is the spokesman for CN, and he says a bunch of things that he says they do and 
then we say ... and then we prove that they don't do any of those things and then 
the next time he's asked, he says a whole bunch of other things. For instance we 
don't move snow anymore because they move snow. He says they daily inspect 
the crossings. Well at 65 miles an hour, good luck. And they don't replace ... if 
anything has to be done there, if they have to replace any of the boards or anything 
like that, then you pay ... I don't know ... it's a lot of money for them to replace 
the planks. And they charge vast amounts ... rumour has it now, at least that's 
what Vern Adams said when he put up this crossing just across from us, which 
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actually is put in a really dangerous place but I guess it's .. . now crossings are 
becoming a good enough money maker for CN that they don't care if they put 
them in dangerous places. 

James: So it's just a bit of a money grabber then? 

Yeah, he says that CN got $8000 for that crossing, just to put it in, and he did all 
the Cat work. The cat work is besides that. That's just putting in the planks and ... 
well they had to change some of the ties. They had to put wider ties underneath 
and then put in the planks. 

James: But it's still $300 a year? 

Plus $300 a year. 

James: And that's every year? 

Yeah, and then you pay $100 for the paper work to administer the crossing and 
then you pay GST on the works. 

James: Every year? 

Every year. 

James: So you're looking over $500. 

Well it's $400 and 7 % of that, $428. So we think that's a total and complete 
ripoff. 

James: Well considering they don't check it. Well how many times do you see 
people out here checking it? 

Never. Well very, very rarely. Besides, these communities were built around the 
railroad and also we're neighbours to those folks. If there's something wrong on 
the tracks, if there's something happening, we're the ones that tell them. We're 
the ones that call the cops or if there's a fire that gets away or whatever. And 
charging us like that is hardly neighbourly. Well they say there's 800 crossings in 
western Canada and we can't just take ... for that so we're going to charge what 
they cost us to .... Well it's just a money grab so we've tried to ... we talked to 
Harris about it and he really tried to do something but CN is so powerful, and 
now they're a private corporation and well "we're making a profit!" Well I mean 
profit off of us. So I don't know. I think that's ... we tried various things ... like 
there was a small piece of road that we own that they were using for getting to and 
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from the tracks with their machines, so we tried charging them the same amount 
for that and they just refuse to pay so we cut it off . So now they're not using it. 
But if we refused to pay, we lose the crossing and then we can't get our hay, so 
that means essentially we raise a steer every year for CN is what it means to us. 

James: And that's a lot. 

Yeah, just for the privilege of getting our hay from across the tracks. And so I 
don't feel that's fair at all and we've tried ... everybody ... various ways of fighting 
this one but we haven't won on that one. We've got hydro, we've got phones. 
They took a long time. I don't know. I mean, like we went to a meeting in Loos 
where the phone company said "if you can wait until 1984 ... ". I think this was in 
1982, just the beginning of '82, "if you can wait til 1984, we'll get your phones in 
for sure. Whether you get hydro or not, we'll bring you phones, because we're 
going to do this upgrading at the transmitter" .... da, da, da, da .... "We can get you 
phones then. No problem". And it was 1994 we got phones, I think. 

James: In Crescent Spur? 

Yeah. 

James: Did you use a radio phone before that? 

Well after ... my mother got Alzheimer's. She had moved to McBride. 

James: So your mother ended up out here too? 

Yeah, she came here too. She immigrated yeah, eventually, after her retirement. 

James: That's interesting. So getting back to that thing, when you first 
moved to the area, so obviously she wasn't against it or anything like that? 

Oh no. She thought it was a fine idea. Well, I think there were times she would 
have liked me to live closer. Then she decided to move closer herself. And she 
loved it up here too. So she moved up here and she lived in McBride. She lived 
first in Vancouver in the winters and she was coming in the summers to McBride, 
then she moved full time to McBride. Then she got Alzheimer's. She passed away 
about 7 years ago now, I guess. But we got a radio phone ... well they got cheap 
enough that we could afford one, for one thing. And we got one ... an outfit in 
Prince had hold of a bunch of surplus ones so we had one for ... I don't remember 
how many years we used the radio phone. Privacy, please. This is H424776. I 
would like .... There were funny things about the radio phones. We ... the first 
time ... I can't remember what it was, some sort of ... oh, there was an election and 
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I remember ... oh, I can't open the phone to find out who got elected in this riding. 
I had to wait until it goes through Prince George and all that, because we used to 
be able to just open the phones and listen in to the conversations. Or we'd hear 
something or other ... we didn't listen very much on ours because it didn't have a 
loudspeaker, plus that's so boring, I mean listening to who's got a broken skidder. 
Everybody has a broken skidder, always. It was just running to town for a new 
whatever. So I mean it got really boring listening to the conversations in any case. 

James: Was there ever a pub or a hotel here when you were here? 

No. 

James: General store? 

Well people tried the store thing from time to time. I guess Peg Walter tried a 
store but we didn't use it very much. For one thing, we have a piece of ... a roll of 
adding machine tape that we have on the wall and every time you run out of 
something or take the last box of salt out of the pantry or something, we'd just put 
that on the adding machine tape and whenever anybody goes to town, they grab it 
and buy whatever is on it. So we very rarely ran out. 

James: Is this just in your family or the community? 

Well this was our family but I think almost everybody had their own means of just 
not needing to go to stores. I mean we weren't used to ... "oh, we 're out of milk. 
Let's run to the store". We simply weren't used to it so when they started it, it was 
"oh, I should remember to go there". But we're so used to our old ways that I 
don't think people used it very much. But it wasn't fresh stuff either too. It was 
quite limited what she had. I think it was like dried beans and stuff like rice and 
things like .... I can't really remember but it didn't last very Jong. 

James: So anything you want as far as supplies it's either McBride or PG? 

Yeah. It tends to be Prince George because we go to the top of the hill and we can 
either tum right or left and if they don't have it at McBride, then we'll be going to 
Prince anyway so we do most everything in Prince. 

James: I guess Prince has really grown since you've been ... 

Oh yeah, for sure since we moved there. 

James: So have you found that sort of thing a challenge, living out here? 
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No. Not really. I mean we have some nightmare road stories of course. Everybody 
does. But generally I can cook stuff around .... I mean when the kids were little we 
were pretty well self sufficient. I mean you'd look at the table and almost nothing 
came from the store. We milked the goats, we had eggs, we had meat, we had 
veggies, we had potatoes, we had .... 

James: So you did milk your goats and things like that? 

Oh yeah, we milked goats for ... well this is the first summer we haven't milked 
goats. 

James: Oh really? Why? 

Well this year, well actually because we had two goats that we were going to ... 
we got bred and one didn't take and the other one had twins and then dropped 
dead ... because we got rid of most of the herd so these guys who were still 
hanging around, they're actually waiting to get in the freezer, plus the one that 
didn't take. So we had a fairly big herd last year and we decided that they were 
being too much of a nuisance so we got rid of most of them and then we didn't.. .. 

James: How often do you have to go to town now, or then? 

Well Bill tends to go once a week. He likes to go. He goes and visits. He goes to 
parts houses and buys some donuts. He's retired. He's 70 years old and he's 
decided ... so he goes to town and visits around and buys this or that. I go maybe 
once a month maybe. 

James: Bill's your ... 

My husband. And then when various sons are here they usually pick up stuff or 
whatever. Like right now we have one son living in McBride. Well he'll be home 
... he's home weekends. And he's working on a farm in McBride, Peterson's. 
And one of them is working down the valley now helping doing some sort of 
layouts and surveying and he's spending the summer with us. Our children don't 
seem to stay gone very long. 

James: Well you come back to a place like this, it is beautiful. I mean I can 
see why they come back. I certainly like it here, that's for sure. 

And the laundry gets washed. 

James: I don't have that luxury. My Mom is too far away. So you haven't 
necessarily found that living out here is much of a challenge at all? Well if 
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you can pinpoint the challenges? 

Well the challenges was the light plant, when we had that. Of course the thing was 
very noisy and cost a lot and it was a bit of a nuisance, but we didn't run it very 
often. We just ran it the odd afternoon to do laundry or to do whatever. And we 
hauled water for awhile. A couple of winters we had to haul water, bottled water, 
and stuff like that. 

James: Was the light plant just for your house or for the whole community? 

No, just our house. There was a community one but it gave out the first year we 
were here and then people ran their own plants or not as they decided. We had 
propane lights. You can see the propane line is still here. We still have propane 
lights over in the kitchen that we turn on if there's a hydro .... We had a freezer in 
town so we'd have to bring dripping meat in. I think the worst thing - and the 
thing we gave up first - was doing our own butchering. We still slaughter 
ourselves but we let other people cut the meat because they've got the right 
machines and stuff and they can do a better job. We found we were very bad at it. 
We'd get halfway through and have meat all over the place and some kid would 
say "what's for lunch?" "You must be kidding! We're not doing lunch today". 

James: So when you first moved out here, did you know much about living in 
rural areas or farming or anything? 

Well I'd always had a garden and my mother always had a garden and to keep me 
out of trouble. Wherever she worked she'd sort of say, "well you could have a 
garden here". So I'd had several gardens. I even had a garden in Harvard College 
observatory right up on the hill where there's now ... no, I guess it's not parking 
lot there. There's still grass there. But anyway, and then I'd had ... so I'd always 
had a garden and I had a garden in California. So the year I spent in Prince 
George, I went out to Vanderhoof. We had friends out there and I gardened with 
them and I learned how they gardened for this area, so I had a way of starting out. 
I don't garden the way they did at all now but I certainly learned. Got a good way 
of starting and I read a lot and did a bunch of experiments, try this, that and the 
other. 

James: Say things like the animals? 

The animals yeah, I read books and made mistakes and listened to people. We 
talked to people. We didn't sort of try and tell people how things were done by the 
books but we started out with goats because when we adopted our daughter, she 
was allergic to cow milk and so we milked goats for her. Then we just kept on. 

Interview #48 Virginia Karr July 6, 2000 13 



James: Can you eat goat meat? 

Oh yeah, it's delicious. You're Italian, you should know that. 

James: I never had the goat meat. 

No, Greeks like it a lot. 

James: Northern Italians too. I came from the south. A lot of chicken up 
there. Chicken, chicken, chicken. 

They make wonderful sausages and yeah it's pretty good meat. Barbecues really 
nicely. 

James: I have had goat cheese, goat milk, things like that. 

We've had mostly beef though because we ... for a long time we'd buy dairy 
calves, the steers ... or the little bull calves that were born on the dairy farms. And 
you could buy them quite cheaply and then we'd raise them up on goats milk and 
then butcher them. So we've had beef pretty much right along. We ate moose for 
awhile but I'd just as soon let the moose live their lives and it's just as easy to 
raise the beef. Then we started having our cattle after ... I guess we got a couple of 
heffers in with the steers and then we bred them and then we gradually built up a 
herd. One year we didn't make hay because of the terrible weather so we sold 
most of the herd and kept a few and then do it all over and grow them up again. 

James: What were you and your husband doing for work? What have you 
done to survive out here? 

Well he worked at the sawmill here and he's also gone back to work for the pulp 
mill in Prince George when they had ... he was the insulator so when they'd have 
layoffs he'd do that. 

James: Would he just commute back and forth? 

Yeah when they had ... well he'd stay there a week or two at a time to do that. 
And he worked for CN for awhile and let's see, we sold hay and we've ... I don't 
know. We've done all sorts of stuff. We sold veggies, sold eggs, sold goats, sold 
milk. 

James: Where would you sell your products? 

Neighbours and in town too. We used to haul stuff in town and go into the 
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hospital and the doctors and the doctors' wives would stick up their noses but the 
nurses would grab the stuff. We haven't done farmers' markets much. We usually 
just sold out of the truck. Go up there and say "I've got 20 dozen eggs and a 
whole car load of zucchini" and it would be zoop, gone. 

James: I guess, for fresh eggs, you know. What was the mill that your 
husband worked out here? 

There was a sawmill out here. 

James: Which one was it? I know there's probably been a couple in here? 

Silvalore it was called. 

James: How many years did he work there? 

I don't know. I can't remember. A few. 

James: Until they closed? 

Yeah, and then he worked for the trains for quite awhile. 

James: Do you know when the mill closed? 

You'll have to ask Bill Arnold. It was his mill. 

James: Was it a big mill, a small mill? How many people? 

Well you can drive past it, you can see it down .... It's right on the road. As you're 
heading toward Loos on the ... you know, you tum right. 

James: I turn right, yours is the first place I saw. 

Yeah, you follow our politics and tum right. And then when you tum left, there's 
a back channel and it's right by the back channel. There's the mill. Yeah, we have 
a small sawmill here. He cuts some wood for ourselves and we also sold trees. 
We've logged some and sold trees off our own place. 

James: And your role in the whole thing is keeping the farm and ... 

Yeah. 

James: When did beef come into play? Like what years around ... 

Interview #48 Virginia Karr July 6, 2000 15 



I don't know. I think maybe we were out here ... I sort of vaguely remember 
bringing the calf home in the Volvo. 

James: I noticed this. This is a Volvo dealership here I thought. When I 
drove in I thought, I think that's an old Volvo. That's a nice one. Hey, there's 
another old Volvo. Oh, there's another one over there. When I started 
looking around, there's one after the other. 

Yeah, my husband's kept '66 to '68 Volvos on the road. The first one we paid 
$1200 for and ran it for 10 years, so at $10 a year for transportation, [inaudible??] 
for transportation. 

James: [inaudible??] it's not computerized and you can fix it too. 

Yeah and he's a heck of a mechanic so he drags home these old ones and takes 
parts out of them. 

James: Do you still often go? 

Oh yeah, that's his town car. The one that's under the ... the British racing green 
one anyway. The first Volve, drive a calf home in the back seat. Oh, he was 
working at another mill. He was working at ... Oh Frederickson' s on the list? 

James: No. 

They're in ... in the gravel pit halfway between here and McBride. There's a 
gravel pit right between Goat River and Slim Creek and you drive in there and 
there's Frederickson's in there. There's a trailer in there. They've been there 
forever. Anyway, Bill worked for them at their saw ... they had a sawmill in there 
until it burned down. Bill worked for them for a winter and the river is stopping 
there ... 

James: Are they the place right at the top of the hill just before you get to 
Goat River? 

Yeah. 

James: I saw the light. I didn't know if there was anything there at all until 
last night I drove by and it was dark enough and I saw the lights up on the 
hill. I'd forget to ... 

Well there's another place that's a cabin back there too that a trapper lives in. 
That's, I think, closer to West Twin. This is in a gravel pit. 
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James: Would you have the phone number out there? 

I don't think ... I don't know. They might have a .... they're not on our phone 
system. 

James: Because I drove right by. 

Yeah, our phone system is ... we're the farthest east and then it goes to Bend and 
Dome Creek. Have you walked across the bridge at Bend? 

James: No I haven't done that yet but I would like to though. Last night it 
got too late and so much so that I drove right by the campground at Lasalle 
there. I thought oh, I'm at Goat River. I've gone to far now. I just turned 
around and I had to come back another 6 k because they have Lasalle 
campgrounds out there, the west side. Not the river there. 

Yeah, no at Bend you go Dome Creek, or you can take the train to Bend. That's 
another way you can get there. 

James: I think from what everyone is saying, like you said, I should probably 
hop on the train and go to Jasper. Start in PG and go ... 

Yeah, but it's really scary to walk across that trestle. Plus it's totally illegal. But 
it's really scary. I did that once doing a .... some sort of a survey for something or 
other. Oh yeah, and I've done various things. I forgot all about that. I've been a 
tree planter and I've done various jobs for forestry and I've done surveys and I've 
done ... 

James: So what type of jobs say for forestry have you done? 

Doing plots for various things and I picked cones. I did cone picking for several 
years. 

James: We should also maybe get on tape that you've gotten a university 
education out here as well. 

Oh yeah, I finished my ... this year, I finished my degree with Open Learning 
Institute in Vancouver. 

James: And it's primarily biology right? 

Yeah, but it's a general studies degree and I've only been working at it for 39 
years. 
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James: Anyway, you still have it. 

Yeah, it was kind of fun. 

James: That's good. Keep your brain working. 

Well I was taking a whole bunch of course so I finally wrote them and I said "if 
you can make sense of all these credits from here, there, and everywhere and what 
would I have to do to get a general studies degree?" And they said "finish the 
course that you're on and you're there". And like I said, well my biology ... it's 39 
years old. Is it really relevant and ... 

[end of side one] 

... we'll give you credit for that as biology one even though it is so old because 
obviously picked up the stuff in between that was really dam picky. 

James: So basically out here, to make a living, you've done everything you 
can plus ... 

Yeah, lots of different things and then of course, after my Mom died we did 
inherit some money. 

James: Have you found the cattle farming successful? 

Well we tend to butcher here and then ... for people so we make about ... we make 
2 or 3 times as much as if we shipped cattle by butchering ourselves. And then ... 
because there are a lot of people who prefer our beef to anybody else's .... 

James: Because you ... 

Because ... well I mean there's not the drugs, they haven't been living in an 
overpopulated feed lot, there's not hormones, there's no fertilizers on my hay, 
there's no grain. 

James: So organic beef in a sense. 

Yeah, and it's just grass fed beef and also there's not ... the animals haven't been 
through ... there's no adrenaline because nobody's come up to ... all we've done is 
walk up to them and shoot them in the head and they drop, so there's none of this 
running them around and putting them in trucks and driving them hundreds of 
miles and all this stuff that makes the animals so scared and so freaked. 
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James: I think that makes a big difference. 

Well when you want to buy beef, I know ... you'll have to get a hold of us. 

James: Yeah, I will for sure. 

Yeah, because we have to get hold of like four people together who all want 
quarters because we can only butcher four quarters at a time. 

James: I never thought of that, yeah. One quarter is not possible. 

So we get together and then we go butcher and then take it into town to a butcher 
that we know, or if people want to cut their meat themselves they can go for it. 
We try to butcher in like November because then there's a little bit of snow on the 
ground and the bugs are down. 

James: I don't know if I'd be any good at butchering. I have a hard time with 
a steak knife. 

Yeah, so it's better just to take it to the butcher and pay him so much. And he 
makes wonderful sausage too so if you want some made into sausage .... 

James: I'd like to try the goat too. That sounds interesting. 

Well there you go. 

James: Now as far as ... was there a community hall, was there a church? 

Well there was a church community. You could find out more about that from 
Aubrey's and there hasn't been any that we've had anything to do ... that was 
pretty much before our time. The community hall is sort of a library affair that 
used to be a part of the old mill and it's not really a hall. There was a bigger 
building but the roof collapsed on that, the snow. I think it was the dining room. 
But again, Elizabeth Aubrey can tell you all about that stuff. 

James: So electricity, you said '94. Telephone was? 

No, telephone was '94. Electricity was '80 something. I think it was a few years 
before. I'd have to look it up when we got power. 

James: So what did you do for entertainment? 

Kids! Well actually for awhile there was an old fellow called Scotty Murray who 

Interview #48 Virginia Karr July 6, 2000 19 



got himself a movie projector and he would get film board movies and show them 
at Aubrey's [inaudible??] or so. We had ... I don't know, was it a couple of 
winters that we watched movies down at the .... And we've had potlucks. And we 
gossipped. And let's see, what else for entertainment? 

James: Was there ever community get-togethers? Besides the films, was there 
ever dances or .... 

Well there was before my time but I mean, like the new community hall is far too 
small, but we've had potlucks and stuff like that. Now we fight [inaudible??]. 

James: The community? 

Yeah, the community is not real together right now. 

James: Do you mind me asking over what? 

Oh, it's ... I really think the problem is a whole bunch ... well some new people 
moved in who got loans for their land from banks or whoever, I don't know. They 
paid too much for it and now they can't really support it and so they're in a very 
bad position. And I think that really is the basis of the bad feelings. Because those 
of us who own our land and feel quite prosperous at this point ... 

James: After years of working hard at it though. 

Yeah, but still, I mean so many people say "you're so lucky to have such a nice 
house". Well I should have. I've used a lot of hammers. I mean we built this 
house. We started with a lot of the logs and they went through the sawmill and 
then we put them up. I mean this is a very slow way of building a house. 

James: It's certainly a nice home, that's for sure. 

Anyways, I think that that is probably the basis of it and there was a lot of feelings 
that somehow they were prevented from jobs. I don't really understand. I think 
also there's a certain amount of sitting around, drinking, and blowing out stories. 

James: So Crescent Spur nowadays, is it primarily a farming community? 

No. Well let's see. We run cattle and Pritchards run cattle. Abe has a lot of 
horses. There's a fair number of people who have a few horses. I think Grahams 
have some cows, I don't know. 

James: So are they selling bred horses and so on? 
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Oh Abe raises these horses for logging, horse Jogging. Great big horses. 

James: Is there a lot of horse loggers in the area still? 

There's some, yeah. And Abe himself does it. Hopefully there will be more. I 
mean, it's such a kind way of getting trees out. 

James: Did I write down Abe? 

Yeah, I think you've got Abe Phillips. Abe and Anson, his brother. 

James: Yes I do. Sorry, I put her name first. And he raises ... 

Horse logger. At one point, not long ago, he had a hundred head. 

James: Oh really? 

Yeah. 

James: Oh, okay. So it's pretty serious then. 

And Pritchards, I think, have about close to 80 cows. 

James: So he's selling his horses now for ... 

Well he's been selling some. What his wife told me was that he discovered that a 
hundred head have four hundred feet. 

James: A lot of shoeing I guess. 

Yeah, you have to trim hooves constantly. And of course you saw the sign, there's 
been swamp fever in the valley, or maybe they pulled the sign but last summer 
there was swamp fever in the valley. 

James: I was told about the sign, yeah. We were joking about it before it 
came in there. She says, "well good thing you're not a horse". I said 
"astrology wise I'm a Saggitarian, does that count?" Half horse. So now, just 
out of curiosity, about the horse logging thing, just out of my own curiosity, 
how many do you need to run a ... 

I don't know, talk to Abe. 

James: I'll make sure we get a hold of him. So as far as nurses, like health 
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services, doctor? 

Well there was a nurse here. I think the two people on the hill are learning 
ambulance stuff. They've been taking courses and stuff and I think they're 
working part time or full time or something for the ambulance service in 
McBride. 

James: What is it? 60 kilometres about? 

Something, yeah. 

James: Not that far of a commute. About an hour a day, depends on if you're 
breaking the law or not. 

Yeah, exactly. 

James: I'm about a 10-20 sort of person. 

Yeah. We've got that on tape. 

James: Exactly, maybe I should erase that. This nurse in the community, did 
she work ... 

I think she's just retired. No, no. She was working in the hospital. She was 
actually running the nursing service I believe. I think she was head nurse for 
awhile. But I think just the last little while, she's retired. Oh yeah, they've got 
some cows down at the place but I think they're boarding them for someone else. 

James: So if people would need medical assistance, was there something at 
home? 

I think Mark Aubrey has a first aid ticket and when he's running the heli-hiking, 
I mean he definitely has first aid folks there. Who else has a ticket now? I don't 
know if there's anybody else. 

James: Emergencies though, you'd go to McBride or Prince George? 

Well yeah, it depends because like ... well one of my sons cut his hand awhile ago, 
needed a couple of stitches, so I phoned up .... I heard that sometimes there 
weren't doctors on call, so I called up McBride and said" is there's a doctor on 
call?" They said, "oh yeah, there is". And I said "I'm bringing Dan in for a few 
stitches". They said, "you'll have to go to Valemount". "What?" 
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James: That's another what? 60 K? 

Yeah, so I said "forget it. We'll go into Prince". I mean it's 100 miles each way, 
we might as well go to Prince. 

James: And get some shopping done too. 

Well the thing was, I mean you didn't have to stay over or anything. Anyway, it 
just seemed .. . I mean we've always had the service that ... for stitches or 
something. I mean we've always had someone on call in McBride and there's a 
hospital and now it's an unserved hospital. It's so bizarre. And the people in 
Valemount, I mean I can see their point of view. Oh it's nice to have a doctor 
there but you know, they can go to Jasper. It's only that far. They can go to 
McBride. I mean for us it's 100 miles either way and that's pretty serious. 

James: It is, especially if someone's that seriously injured. 

Yeah, so that kind of ... and also that means that you have to phone ahead, which 
way am I going to go this time. The dam phone directory. You look under hospital 
and it says, look under McBride and District hospital. 

James: And you're in a hurry. 

And you're in a hurry. Come on, just tell me where the bloody hospital number is. 

James: Yeah, it's terrible. I have a hard time with the phone book. I think 
they were a little more simpler years ago. 

Why can't they just say hospital and then put the number. 

James: It's funny that you're saying this. I had the same conversation with 
my wife a little while ago. I said ... well we're reading it right here and they 
tell me to go see somewhere else, right? So they've got it printed twice in 
different spots. 

Well why can't they have it in two different spots and then have the number. 

James: Yeah exactly for the two people ... some one else might have thought 
of the other number. We got into this discussion. [inaudible??]. So as far as 
things like social life for younger people, for your sons? 

What did they do for social life? 
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James: Was there other young women to date? 

Well there don't seem to be any women. That's a real problem. There seems to be 
an awful lot of boys. Well partly they went to university for social life. At least 
Dan did. By the time ... let's see, Bruce went tree planting, started tree planting at 
16, so that was social life for sure. Well they've been working. There's a bar in 
McBride but .... and they did that for awhile but then they discovered it cost 
money. 

James: Is this the pub? 

Well no, there was the bar and they built the pub later. 

James: Good food at the pub. 

Yeah, it is pretty good. 

James: So where did most people work when they lived in Crescent Spur? Is 
it the same as you, everything. 

Well there used to be a section down at the railroad so there used to be a full 
section down there so people worked there some. And then they had boarding 
right there and there was a cook there at that time. And they closed the section. 
There used to be a section every 7 miles, I believe, when they originally started 
the railroad. 

James: I'm at a loss, I've heard of the thing 'section' a few times. I'm not 
sure exactly if I understand what .... What's the role of the people that work 
at the section, I guess? 

Well maintenance of the railroad. For instance in the winter, when the frost would 
get under the ties, and rails used to have to be shimmed up and down according to 
the frost to keep things level. Well now they have these rails that are welded and 
they go for, I don't know, a quarter of a mile or something, welded so that .. .. In 
the old days you used to go on a train, it goes, click, click, click, click. Well that 
was when you changed rails. Well now they have the long rails so it goes ... 

James: More click and then pause and then click. 

Yeah, so they don't have to do that shimmy thing. There's a lot of things they 
don't have to do anymore. They don't have to clean crossings and a lot of things 
are electronic and stuff. But again, they don't maintain ... I don't think they 
maintain the tracks as well as they ought to. Well, the two derails are down around 
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Valemount and Blue River just in the last few weeks. But there used to be derails 
here too so .... 

James: Was the weigh freight still running when you were ... 

Yeah. Oh yeah, loved the weigh freight. It went whenever it went and it would 
drop you wherever .. . like if you went through ... if they had to pick up some rock 
at Rock Pit, which is mile 47, I believe, or 48 was ... no, 46 maybe was Rock Pit. 
Bill could tell you more about this but he can't be bothered. Anyway, they just 
take the engine and go pick up the cars, or leave some cars at Rock Pit and then 
they'd leave their weigh freight car, you know, just sitting on the siding when you 
could get out and pick flowers or whatever. You could be sitting there an hour. 
And often, like if you were planning to take the train, you didn't go down to the 
tracks or anything, you'd just sort of hang around and listen for it and then you'd 
go down when you heard it. 

James: So when did the weigh freight stop? 

I don't know. I can't remember. 

James: 70s, 80s? 

Something yeah. Well, yeah and then they put VIA on. 

James: Passenger. 

Yeah. 

James: If you want to get on here, can you get on here? 

Not officially but yes. 

James: Right, you said this. I forgot about this. So some people in the 
community can. Some people have the privilege. 

Well it's just like ... I mean I phone ... I can either e-mail one of the guys on the 
trains or I can just phone the station and say I'm getting on. I've got a flag too to 
flag them down. Well I mean, if they have to stop somewhere in Crescent Spur, 
they might as well stop where it's convenient for me. I mean there's no siding at 
any of the places that it might stop [inaudible??] where it's supposed to stop. One 
time I cam home and VIA stopped three places in Crescent Spur, but that's been 
many years. It used to be a mail stop. But now Penny is the only mail stop. And 
sometimes the train stops ... if they're running early and they'd let everybody get 
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off and go look at the Penny post office, which is pretty small. 

James: Is there someone who has an in-home post office here? 

Yeah, that's at the heli-hiking lodge, the Aubreys. 

James: And how often is mail? 

Three times a week, delivered by van. 

James: You're probably not much faster than the rest of the people in the 
city. 

Well some things come fast, some things don't. Bills come fast, cheques don't. 

James: So when CN ... do you remember when the section crew closed down 
here? 

No, sorry. Liz Aubrey can tell you. She used to cook sometimes with them. I 
think she might have a better sense of timing than I do. 

James: So did most people do what you did, like a bit of everything, just to ... 

Well there was more logging. Well running the mill and logging were well before 
my time. When they ran the big mill, what was Leboe Lumber and stuff, there 
was I don't know how many jillions of people. 

James: It was huge. 

Huge, yeah. They sure didn't make in-roads into the forest that they're making 
today with way fewer people. 

James: More jobs too it seems like. 

Yeah, it was mostly selective cutting. They took what they wanted. I guess you'd 
say more high grading than selective cutting. 

James: High graded? 

Taking the best. 

James: Now as far as the future of Crescent Spur ... has the community gotten 
smaller or bigger? 
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It got smaller but then it's coming back. 

James: It is? 

Yeah, I think there's going to be people living out here who ... well for one thing, 
we can now support people who can work somewhere else and be ... by modem. 

James: Do you see that happening now? 

Well there's a family in Dunster who makes French horns and they got an award 
from the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra for their horns. I mean they're world 
class. 

James: So as far as communications, communications could help? 

Yeah. Well we're on the fibre optic line so we've got an internet. I think there's a 
lot of people who want to take early retirement. Unfortunately the prices, I think, 
are too high out here for people to buy land. 

James: For 100 acres what would ... 

Well people were asking, I don't know, $164,000 for 18 acres and a house but 
that's ... I don't know, land is also sold on the basis of how many trees it has on it. 

James: So that would be 18 acres of woodlot? 

Bill would know the numbers better of what they paid for that place across from 
us, the summer home people who bought that. I think it's 70 some acres. 

James: Oh, it's a summer home for them? 

For them yeah. Apparently they have vast amounts of money. 

James: Vast amounts of money ... 

Well Lower Mainland folks are business sort, two or three generations of part of 
the family that's got a monopoly on selling plastic pipe or something. So any 
plastic pipe that goes through the province jingles some loonies into their pocket. 

James: I guess there's a summer family too, Edmonton, in the Dome Creek 
area. I was talking to Jim Humphrey, he was telling me that. Someone just 
bought their summer home. So get a few more people like that. 
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Yeah, but I think there's going to be early retirement sort of folks. 

James: Can you see people ... well, you have hard my idea of just commuting 
back and forth to McBride. 

Oh yeah, there's musicians and there's ... 

James: Oh really? 

Not here in Crescent Spur but there are in Dunster and there's artists and there's 
a lot of carpenters in McBride and Dunster. 

James: I interviewed someone down . I told him I did a lot of carpentry and 
he said "don't come here for a job then". "There's too much competition" 
they said. 

Do you know Ray Green? 

James: No. 

He used to build log buildings. 

James: In Dunster? 

No, actually down in the Kootenays. 

James: Is he still down there now? 

I think he's in Nelson, I'm not sure. 

James: What were the most pleasant aspects of living in Dome Creek? 

In Crescent Spur. 

James: I knew it would happened. At least it wasn't a name wrong. I just did 
two in Dome Creek yesterday. What are the most pleasant aspects of living in 
Crescent Spur? 

Just peace and quiet and scenery. Well as a friend said, I've managed to grind off 
all the smooth parts of my personality, all the smooth edges, she said. 

James: Any negative aspects? 
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Well the community hassles that are happening now, I guess. And you know, 
things like CN treating us that way without ... just blatantly trying to pull stuff. 
But you know, you're going to find stuff you don't like anywhere, I guess. I mean 
I'm sad to watch the clearcuts marching across the mountains. I mean that's a 
negative aspect. I think smarter forest policy. 

James: The Goat River ... obviously this last little cut in the Goat River area, 
is that something you're .. . 

No. I think that they shouldn't go into the Upper Goat. The Goat River trail is 
going to come out here and so actually the old La.salle Lake trail - that's an old 
trail that comes through here - and it's hopefully going to be part of the national 
hiking trail. 

James: Yeah the cross Canada. 

No, not the cross Canada trail. That's different. This is a hiking ... you can't 
skidoo or machines. This is just hiking. I guess possibly horses or biking but not 
motorized. So we're pretty excited about that. Going from Bella Coola on the 
Grease Trail and through Barkerville and then from Barkerville here on the Goat 
River Trail. 

James: That would be pretty cool. 

Yeah. I mean I believe in sharing the forests. They already took the Milk, which is 
one tributary of the Goat, and it's just cut to hell. And so leaving the Upper Goat, 
which has actually got less in it ... I mean if you look at the satellite pictures, 
there's just checkerboarding everywhere and I think that that's both the methods 
and ... I don't like to see what's happening with that. And I think that in some 
places they discovered that trees are more valuable up than down because the 
people who tend to move to communities and you know ... software people and 
people who are very easy to move around and want to be in sort of rural places, 
the more places where there's a really good lifestyle for hiking and canoeing ... 

James: Exactly. They don't want to be walking through clearcuts all the 
time. And certainly tourism ... it's not good for tourism that's for sure. 

Yeah, well this guy ... what's his name, I can't remember. But he was an 
economist and he was brought into the Yellowstone area to study the economy, 
how does the economy work in this area? This was actually all around 
Yellowstone, four States, I think it involved. And is it forestry, agriculture, mining 
or tourism, and how does the dynamic work? He discovered that it was none of 
the above. That what was making the economy go was all ... just a myriad of small 

Interview #48 Virginia Karr July 6, 2000 29 



businesses and small things that people were doing, and it wasn't the big things 
that everybody had always analyzed before. 

James: Much like the Kootenays, much like what it sounds like you've done 
your whole life, or since you've been to Crescent Spur. 

Yeah, and then he's done all sorts of studies since then about different things. And 
one area of eastern Washington, he discovered the same thing, that the trees in 
fact were more valuable up than down because they provided a community sort of 
place where people wanted to live and wanted to visit. And it wasn't just tourism. 
It was where people were doing things that spun the bucks. So I think that this 
tremendous emphasis on forestry is a mistake here, and extracted industries. 

James: I have a friend who started a club at the university, Dave Radies, 
Interior Forest ... 

Dave Radies? 

James: Do you know Dave Radies? 

He's married to ... 

James: He's not married. You're talking about Doug? That's his brother. 

Okay. I know Doug. I was thinking there was something wrong with that name. I 
got the Radies part. 

James: He's a really good friend of mine. He's probably the closest at 
university. He started the Interior Rainforest Club at the university. I'll give 
you his number, once we stop here, I'll give you a bunch of information. He's 
having something this September at the university and I'll let you know and 
I'll give you his number if you want and I'll give you mine too. 

Well especially this forest. The ICH definitely should not be logged the way its 
been logged. It's a natural disturbance type run which ... I think ... well it's the kind 
of natural disturbance where ... I think I've got the right number, where the whole 
forest is not renewed every so often, like by bugs or fires or whatever. Like the 
fire will hit, it'll bum a little place maybe as big as this room, maybe as big as the 
size of this house, but probably not a lot larger, and then stuff will come in and so 
on. And so the forests themselves are many times older than the trees in it. As a 
matter of fact there's one ... there's a lichenologist, Trevor Gower ... 

James: That was Dave's thesis actually. He spent the whole summer here last 
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summer. He's going to be down here for a couple of weeks this summer and 
he'll be back out here for the first two months next summer. He did an 
undergrad thesis and he's doing lichen. He loves lichen. 

Well Trevor figures that there's areas here that may well not be renewed since the 
glacial left, or at least 1000 years or something, so that doing this completely 
cutting it and then planting spruce ... plus the fact that there's more and more 
interest in specialty woods, and that's old growth products. I guess you get vast 
amounts of money for the blocks that they used to make cellos and violins and so 
on. 

James: Cedar? 

Yeah. 

James: I didn't realize that. I thought it would have been a harder wood. 

It might be some fir too. But the thing is ... and also, even some of the swamp 
spruce, apparently, I've heard is being used for carving some places because it 
grows so slowly that it's very, very dense. 

James: Probably the grain might be a little more dramatic I guess. 

Yeah, but it's very dense. We don't know anything about the second growth. It 
may be because they're trying to grow as fast as possible, the fibres will be not ... 
will be short fibres and our wood won't be able to .... Our wood here competes, 
as I understand it, well with American second growth wood because ours is old 
growth, so it's the long fibres, and then they can mix it with the short fibre stuff. 
But our second growth, if it's the same as the stuff in Georgia, it's going to be 
worthless because they can grow it at a ridiculous rate. They can cut it every 30 or 
40 years. 

James: Exactly. Northern climate, shorter growing season, cold. 

Yeah, so whether ... I mean we don't know a thing about markets. Markets have 
changed in the 30 years that I've seen it. I mean there's now a market for birch. 
There wasn't ... it was just firewood when I first moved here. The cottonwood was 
just cut and left. Now there's a tremendous market for it. People are using aspen 
for things. Now in 30 years, how can we say what we know what people are going 
to want in 100 or ... some of these are planning their 250 years, they say 12 
decades from now. I mean come on. 

James: Birch is getting very popular nowadays. 
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Or 25 decades from here. 

James: There's actually a couple of people down at ... I hear both in Dunster 
and McBride that are right into hardwood logging. Both poplar, cottonwood 
and primary a lot of birch too, and they're shipping all down to the States. 
And their doing a lot of both horse logging ... and two of the people I 
interviewed, both their sons were doing it. 

Have you done Marsh's? 

James: Yeah. That's it. You hit the nail on the head, Sarah and Jack yeah. 

They're great. 

James: Yeah, I had a lot of fun there. 

They're real characters. One of their sons I was talking to yesterday and boy does 
he act like his Mom now. He's just so funny and he's got the same mannerisms 
and stuff. 

James: I was really drawn to her. I had a hard time ... just the contact. She's 
a very ... 

Oh yeah, she's wonderful. 

James: That's for sure yeah. Getting back .... 

Sorry. 

James: No, don't be sorry because I mean ... I have a set of questions here. I 
go off pace. I mean you can't ... I mean not all these questions will pertain to 
you. Some of them are historical. Some are more of a human geography 
aspect. Environmental issues are important in the area too. This is a study of 
the people who live there. 

Well I have been on the LRMP. I represented our community there so I do feel 
like ... there's a fair amount I know about this. 

James: Can I ask one question then quick before I go on. Are there ... Dave 
has said he's heard there are trees in this forest - this is the same forest by the 
way that runs down the Kootenays, right down to northern States ... 

Yeah,just one thin tiny ... 
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James: Yeah, cedar hemlock, that are anywhere from 2000-3000 years old. 

Well I don't think we have any that are that old but they're still pretty old. There's 
some in the 5-600 years. And we had one tree here that unfortunately was in the 
middle of a field and had just no shell to it, but it was 27 feet around in 
circumference. So it might have been pretty old, or it might have been 2 together, 
but it was totally unsafe. 

James: Is there any real difference, or was there any difference between rich 
and poor residents? 

I think there is .... I think people feel there is now somewhat because now a lot of 
the land is held by not all that many people. When land values weren't particularly 
high, nobody cared if you had 10 acres or several hundred, I don't think. I didn't 
seem to matter so much. It was just "who was getting a bathroom!". I mean people 
bragged about their bathrooms and stuff like that. I mean the rich people had radio 
phones sooner and so one went and visited them and used them. Like baby clothes 
just went right through the community, children's clothes and stuff like that. 
There didn't seem to be any kind of ... it didn't seem anything like as class but I 
think there's hard feelings now among some of the newer residents who don't 
own very much land or something or equipment or something. And also there's a 
problem with trucks and equipment. I mean when we first moved here everybody 
could take care of everything but now with computer stuff, more things have to be 

James: That's why I still have an '86 Tempo. I can take care of most of the 
stuff on it. 

Yeah. I mean all our farm equipment just about is .... I mean Bill wants to buy a 
new tractor but he says "that's got computer stuff. I don't want that stuff', you 
know. So he patches up the old stuff and ... 

James: Keeps going. 

Keep on going, yeah. 

James: What about was there ever differences in race or ethnicity in Crescent 
Spur that you saw? 

Well two of my kids were native and pretty much they were treated like anybody 
else. They were not treated like everybody else at the school, I don't believe. 

James: In McBride? 
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In McBride. I really felt that nothing was expected of them and so nothing was 
gained. And my daughter went to CNC and got the cooks' certificate ... for 
cooking. And when she tried to get a job, sometimes people would say "you have 
to wash your hands?". Well she'd taken cook safe and all that stuff. You know, 
you have to take Foodsafe or whatever that program is, and that's a very difficult 
course there at CNC. It's 10 months. And she said, so and so was getting .... some 
boy right out of highschool was getting hired without a certificate and without 
anything at the same pay rate that she was at. She felt that was not fair. And I 
think my two native children have always been underpaid and often treated ... 
taken advantage of, because they're both nice and native. 

James: Do you know what nation? 

Well my son is Gitsaan, and my daughter is Lytton band. Lytton is by Lilloett. So 
she's Interior Salish. 

James: So over the years, well I guess you spoke about how relationship with 
your neighbours is. 

So now my son says he's Scottish. 

James: Is that what he says? 

He's quite comical. 

James: I guess you can either take it one way, you can get angry about those 
sorts of things, or you can change another way. There's different ways to 
attack. I guess it depends on your personality. 

Yeah, well you don't get bitter. I mean none of them do but I get bitter when 
they're treated shabbily and it hurts. I mean I don't think it's right. I mean first 
you blame people for being poor and then you keep them that way. I mean this 
sure makes sense. 

James: Well after you've taken away all their land and then said you've got 
to make a living, well how can we make a living because you've taken away 
our living. 

Exactly. Stockwell Day said that he's completely against the .... I won't go into 
that. 

James: I've got about 6 or 7 90 minute tapes. We can go on forever. 
Stockwell Day of the Alliance party, Reform party, whatever you want to call 
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that. 

Well but I thought that was terrible, him being so completely against the Nisga'a 
treaty because ... I mean what's he going to say. Like well okay, I can't ... he can't 
give anything to his children because that's ancient history that you own such and 
such. Right. Make everybody start from day 1. Sure! Well get off that one. 

James: I'm surprised there aren't two horns right out of the back of his 
head. 

Now, now! I've never even seen a picture of him but I just couldn't believe that he 
could be so completely .... He's saying it was going to be like South Africa 
because there was going to be two ... because everything was going to be based on 
race. No, everything is not based on race, it's based on rights. These people had 
this land and they never lost it. 

James: And he's also coming from ... not to diminish the rights of the First 
Nations in Alberta, but he's from Alberta. It's a different issue in Alberta. 
It's going to be different everywhere across ... especially when it falls under 
treaties and all the different treaty signings. You have to go a long way back, 
especially in places like Alberta, because of the treaties that were signed so 
many years ago. The fairness of those treaties is another story. There's 
different ... here in BC, there's all these small groups. 

In BC there weren't any treaties to speak of. 

James: And the lands were never ever ceded, except maybe up in the Peace 
River because the small ... 

And then for him to say it's a racist thing! Oh, I was hot. 

James: Same here. So as far as women working outside the home, were there 
many women who worked outside the home? 

We all worked outside the home. 

James: Yeah, that's a terrible question. 

Well some of us worked out from time to time ... 

James: Forestry and things like that. 

I mean a lot of people have had boarders. I've done that too. I've had tree planters 
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staying with me and charged them and that sort of thing too. There's all sorts of 
things. And various others have cooked and stuff. I don't think it's ... I don't know 
if it's been an issue or anything. I've never wanted to work out ... I wanted to 
work as little as possible. I mean I don't miss ... I've had jobs and I didn't like it. I 
found they cut into my life, 40 hours a week I didn't want to give up. I wanted to 
do other stuff and if I could possibly find somebody who wanted to support me .... 
Doesn't that sound terrible! 

James: No live to work or work to live, there's a difference. 

And he could always make three times what I could work so if I could save him as 
much as I would be making anyway, I'd much rather do that. I mean I made the 
kids clothes, I made my clothes. I mean the garden has saved us a vast amount not 
having to .... When a woman works out they often have to have clothes and they 
have to have hair and makeup and they have to have babysitting services. I mean 
it's just an unending hassle. So if I could save him as much money as I'd have 
made out... I never felt guilty about being kept or any of the rest of it. He got the 
food on the table and the dishes washed and the laundry washed and the kids 
looked after and the garden [inaudible??]. I put in a lot of time building this 
house, painted it just about all of it. I'm not real good with a hammer because I 
don't see all that well for distances but I sure can run a saw fine. 

James: Most of the people in the community, where did they come from? 

Let's see, Liz comes from Germany, Audrey comes from Romania. Zamoudo's 
and me come from the Boston area. Mark was born here. His Dad was here, he 
came from Wales but he's passed away. He left and then passed away. 
Pritchards are from New York State. Let's see, where's Barb born? Somewhere 
like Utah maybe, I don't know. Somewhere. 

James: So a real mish-mash of people generally. 

Oh yeah, a fair number of ex-Americans but a long time ex-Americans mostly. 
Jim Ford came from the States as a kid, Florida I believe. Let's see, I think 
Grahams were always in Canada somewhere and the same with Mekecknie's. 

James: But for ethnic reasons, people always got along just fine? There was 
never a problem with ... 

Oh, I don't think so. I mean I make anti-American jokes because I am one, or I 
was one. But we took ... I mean most everybody's taken out citizenship pretty 
much right on. And there's a certain problem, like people who come from the 
prairies tend to be more right wing because they tend to have maybe Ukrainian 
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background or have heard more of the horror stories of what communism was like 
when it went wild. And people from the States tend to be, on the whole, a little bit 
more left wing because they've seen what capitalism will do when it goes wild. So 
I mean people ... it's from their backgrounds eh. 

James: I guess it all depends what part of the prairie provinces you're 
coming from, like from Saskatchewan is NDP. 

Yeah that's true. But I mean this is just ... not trusting the government. 

James: Just as a closing question then, is there anything else you'd like to 
add? It's going to go in the archives. 

Well, I don't know. I really enjoyed living here and I like the trains. I hope the 
trains, that VIA is able to do better and become a little bit more like .... Like now 
they're carrying the baggage by van and people can't bring skis and stop anywhere 
between ... 
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Interview #48 Virginia Karr July 6, 2000 

James: I'm here with Mrs. Virginia Karr. My name is James Squissato. 
We're in Crescent Spur. It is the sixth of July, 2000 and the consent form has 
been signed. What is the one thing you remember most about the time you 
spent in Crescent Spur? 

It's so beautiful. It's just such a gorgeous place. Ijust can't imagine living in a 
place that's not beautiful. And it's always changing. A friend asked me actually 
awhile ago, she said "I understand why you moved there but I can't understand 
why you stay". And I thought about that. I really thought about that seriously and 
my answer was finally that if it ever stops being astounding ... it's just 
astonishing, because ... I mean I've been here 28 years or something and if I can 
get up in the morning and look at the mountains and they'll look different than 
I've ever seen them before - I'll see a different bird, a different flower - it's just 
constantly amazing. 

James: So when did you move here? 

Well let's see, my son was born in '69. We bought the place, I guess, in the spring 
of '71. We moved up permanently in '72 but I was here in 1952. My mother was 
an astronomer at Harvard and she had to go to meetings in Victoria in 1952, 
astronomy meetings, and so she decided to make a holiday of it. And since she 
was a single parent she brought me too. And so we took the CP out from 
Montreal. We took the train from Boston, there was an overnight train, and then 
we took the CP out from Montreal, and then went to the meetings in Victoria, and 
then we took the ferry up to ... actually we went all the way to Ketchekan and then 
back to Rupert and then we took the north line to Jasper, and then the CN all the 
way back to Montreal. And I fell in love with the mountains and the country and 

James: So you remembered it when you came through ... 

Oh yeah, I mean I was 8 years old and I just fell in love. And my mother actually 
wrote letters about the trip and there's a book ... we kept a scrapbook of it and 
actually it's at Wheelers right now so you can ask Matthew for it if you see them. 
But the scrapbook had all the stuff, schedules and all kinds of stuff, but she also 
wrote letters home about the trip and she said that I was so totally taken with the 
country. I started dragging boyfriends here, and then when I got married I dragged 
my husband and son here, to central British Columbia, and then we started 
looking for land. And when we found this place, I said "I want it" and we bought 
it. 
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James: Is this it? 

Yeah. $7800, 209 acres. But you see land prices were a bit cheaper then because 
you couldn't borrow money. You had to have that much money in your pocket. 
Well that totally cleaned up our bank account. My husband was in working in the 
pulp mill so we had to go pick up his pay cheque. We didn't eat much for a couple 
of weeks there. We didn't pay our rent ... we paid our rent a bit late, but we got it 
paid off and ... because we couldn't borrow money for it, we had to pay for it. And 
then we couldn't move out for another year because ... well we needed money to 
start building and that. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

James: The reason I turned the tape off was just to make sure we were 
recording. I didn't want to lose any information. So the reason why you 
moved here was just ... 

Just wanted to live in the country. Also, our son was extremely hyperactive and he 
was ... when we lived in Prince George ... well people would say "well at least my 
kid isn't that bad". I just didn't want to live somewhere where my child would be 
hated. I wanted to live somewhere where he could get out and roam. And we had a 
big dog to keep an eye on him because we couldn't keep track of him, and he just 
took to it completely. And we kept him out of school for a long time because he 
couldn't sit down and he couldn't do all sorts of things that people are supposed to 
do in classrooms. He actually only went a couple of years, I think, in total to a real 
school and then in his twenties people would come up to me and say "how do you 
raise such a good worker?" We just didn't squelch him. Anyway, that was 
another reason we moved out as soon as possible was just to give our son some 
space that he needed. 

James: Do you remember what the approximate population was? 

No. the mill ... Highway 16 had just opened. A whole bunch of Mennonites had 
moved away. The mill had closed but the light plant was still running so there was 
still ... well just before we moved they closed the school. 

James: In Crescent Spur? 

Yeah, because when the light plant broke they bussed the kids and the teacher into 
McBride for the rest of the year and after that they closed the ... it was a portable 
and they pulled it away a few years later. 

James: So there's never been a school since ... 
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No, not since I've been here. We tried very hard to get a school and we almost got 
a school, but then the school board voted on it when a couple of the school board 
members were on vacation so the money got spent on something else. And then 
the portable got pulled away. And then all sorts of health regulations came in 
where the new school had to have running water, toilets, septic system, electricity 
- well I guess they could have had a plant - but the thing was to have .... it got a bit 
ridiculous. We got the feeling that the children were sent to ... so they'd learn how 
to flush a toilet because at that point, almost none of the children had had ... they 
all used outhouses. But they couldn't ... at that point they weren't allowed to open 
a school that didn't have plumbing and then they considered that re-opening the 
school was like opening a school and it was going to cost a lot of money to put in 
the septic system and all that stuff so it didn't happen. 

James: So your son ... was it son and daughter ... 

I raised 5 kids. 

James: Oh 5 kids, wow. That's a big family. 

Yeah, well we adopted 2 kids and then we had 2 more. 

James: So they all went to McBride to school? 

Well I kept them home through ... all of them home through Grade 3 and then 
some of them started school in Grade 4, and then some of them ... if things didn't 
work out in the school, then we had them home because we could give them much 
more one to one at home than they would get in the school. I mean with one boy 
the school said, "well, he does really well. Like we sort of lock him up like he's in 
a closet." I thought if he's going to be in a closet, why is he going 60 miles to sit 
in a closet. I mean the idea was sort of social life or something so we kept him for 
a couple of years so that they all graduated ... all but one graduated from 
highschool and they all can read now and they ... it seemed to be pretty good for 
these particular children. 

James: Now did they continue on to go to highschool in McBride? 

Yeah they went to ... some of them went to .... Well the oldest didn't but he went 
one year ... I guess he went one year to highschool in McBride. Then he went one 
year to Prince George and then the others went to highschool in McBride. 

James: So were they bussed then? 

Yeah, there's a bus. It used to go all the way to Loos, now it ... !think it just 
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comes down to the house on the hill. Because it was just one child ... the houses 
you passed as you're coming down here. I think there's just been Bren Aubrey on 
the bus. There might be another child who's going but I'm not sure. 

James: Do they think they'll lose the bus ever? 

Well it has to go to Dome Creek now so it goes right past. But they don't want to 
let the kids off on the highway so they'll probably come down the hill a ways to 
where ... especially in the winter where there can be phones and warmth and stuff 
like that. 

James: It's a good idea actually not to let them off on the highway. 

Well yeah, and where there's no phone, because well you never know what's 
going to happen. One time when I was ... when two of my kids went to school, in 
elementary school, at one point for a few months when I was having another one 
and they ... one day in December, a freak snowstorm blew in and we put them on 
the bus, they got into McBride, they got into McBride, hit the snowstorm and the 
bus driver said "we're going to tum around and take the kids home because this is 
... we don't think we'll be able to get them home if we don't". So they did and 
they dropped the kids off at their regular place and let's see, Bruce was Grade 5, 
Laura was Grade 2 I guess, yeah ... and so they started walking home the two miles 
and they blew in around 11 :00 and if Bruce hadn't had the energy and dragged his 
sister along the road ... that was when the road was on the other side of the tracks 
too so it was right in the blazing wind and snow. And I mean you had no idea that 
they were coming so we had no idea to go pick them up or anything. We had no 
phone, we had no .... and they just dropped them off 2 miles from home. And if it 
would have just been Laura, I'm sure we would have lost her in that snowstorm. I 
shook a whole bunch of cages after that. Poor children, they came up to the door 
and their mother was furious. But it took them hours to walk home. 

James: Good thing they made it, lucky. 

Just Bruce just dragged his sister along and brought them both home. But it was 
just terrible. 

James: So as far as rural living, would you find the school system is kind of a 
challenge for being out here? 

Well I loved doing correspondence as far as teaching the reading and the first few 
years. I thought that was great. Watching kids learn to read is really exciting. It's 
as exciting as helping kids learn to talk and I think parents lose a lot not doing 
that. And also then the kids have Jess of this social pressure and their haircuts 
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have to be just so, and clothes have to be just so and everything. I mean in those 
years, I remember one boy saying to me, "well if we had new clothes we'd have to 
take care of them". But they ... the school was a problem sometimes. I mean 
there's always problems with schools and teachers and you know, with some kids 
you want them to give them a kick, push them. Get them to do stuff and with 
some you want to say, "be gentle". Don't make it hard for this one. So if you have 
children who aren't average, in any direction or any way or have different gifts 
you know, it's difficult for everybody. If you find a kid that's easy going and 
average and fits in wonderfully to school, thinks they're the greatest kid and you 
think you've done a fabulous job and it really has more to do with what you've 
got in the way of a kid. 

James: I think so. I agree with that. So an idea of the population ... 

Well there were a lot of kids. As I said before, we used to export a whole school 
bus load of kids. Let's see, there was 3 Baldwin's, there was 3 Phillips, how 
many Thomas?, 4 maybe. 5 Arnolds. Oh, have you talked to Sylvia and Bill 
Arnold? 

James: No, I'll put that name down too. 

Yeah, they live in McBride. 

James: And they were originally in Crescent Spur? 

Well no,, they didn't grow up there but they spent a few years here. Bill ran the 
mill the last ... well the last time it really ran. And they lived down the hill there. 
Okay, so that's how many kids? And then there were other children that came 
through. I mean there was a lot of kids. Did I say the Arnolds? 

James: Yeah. 

There was 5 of them. All the families were 3, 4, 5 so .... Yeah and then it was a 
pretty vibrant community there but I don't think there ... there may not have been 
more actual families but they were bigger. I think Anson lived out here then. 

James: Did he? Okay. 

Yeah. 

James: I think you're right actually, if I recall. 

Well he lived various places but ... 
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James: Where did you come from? 

Well I started out in Massachusetts ... well I was born in Pennsylvania, went to 
Massachusetts, then I came out west to go to college and tried Los Angeles very 
briefly we did. Hated it, absolutely hated it, but we did carry away some money 
which gave us the money to buy the place. And ... because we both worked and 
we didn't do any of the California living stuff. And back then you could live 
reasonably cheap. It didn't seem reasonably cheap at the time but we were able to 
put my whole pay cheque and most of Bill's in the bank. Escape money and we 
escaped. 

James: We're you part of what they called the back-to-the-lander 
movement? 

Well, yeah I suppose so. I don't know. I never thought of it as a movement. Well 
for one thing, our son was born in Canada so I certainly didn't want to raise any 
children to become cannon fodder to what we used to call the military industrial 
complex in the States so there was certainly a political .... 

James: Certainly a more passive country, Canada. 

Yeah, and we came really ignorant. I mean we really didn't know that Canada was 
different. Like all Americans we didn't ... we were ignorant of that. It was just a 
haven and a beautiful place and a place that we really wanted to live, but we 
brought a lot of ignorance with us. 

James: It's nice that you acknowledge that. I think Canada often looks down 
their nose at Americans too. So it goes back and forth. 

Oh, I certainly look down my nose at Americans. I was talking to a friend who 
also came about the same time who lives in Vancouver and I said, "do find that 
when you go back to the States you keep telling people how they're doing 
everything wrong?" She said, "I can't control myself, I can't control myself'. 
We're always lecturing Americans. 

James: I do the same thing. I find myself doing it all the time. Not necessarily 
the Americans, just their government. 

Well some of it is their government... well some of it's like .. .like at this table 
we've had every politician for the last, I don't know, whether MP or MLA, who's 
come out here and we've talked to him. It doesn't matter what party, whatever. 
And I tell my American ... I've said to some of them, "tell your senator. Tell your 
member of Congress". And they go, "what?". I mean we're on a first name basis 
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with a lot of these people because they're your MP, you know. I mean we had 
Ken Harris out here, his secretaries, "well what particular thing would you like to 
talk about?" Well we said, "you're our MP". "Oh, okay". They come out here and 
people come by and we discuss stuff and what our needs are and what our wants 
are. 

James: Have you found the politicians have been fairly receptive to your 
needs? 

Well I'm not sure that they've been able to make big waves because they haven't 
been in a lot of power ... I mean Lois Boone did change the speed limit on the 
highway but we've been able to talk over various things with them. 

James: What was the speed limit on the highway? 

It was 90 clicks and now it's up to 100. 

James: So you guys wanted it a little faster? 

Well it was just that ... my car wouldn't run at 90. Some people wanted it faster, 
some people didn't and some people don't like it being faster. But anyway, we 
discussed that sort of thing with her. I think she started getting tickets caught 
running out here. But anyway, you can't know how much you really get done but 
at least you feel like if they really listened to you and you really discussed an issue 
with them, you feel like you have some input into the democratic processes, 
whereas Americans just complain. 

James: Now being in Crescent Spur, I guess, getting back to Crescent Spur, do 
you think you've been fairly represented out here? I guess over the years, are 
you satisfied that your concerns and your interests are being met? 

Well sometimes, sometimes not. The issue of the railroad crossing has definitely 
not been handled well. 

James:Whatisit? 

Well it used to be that for the private crossings ... now the difference between 
private and public crossings has totally to do with history. For instance in Loos 
there's a ... there's my train [sound of train in the background]. 

James: Is this after the interview you did for the CBC? 

Oh I've known those guys forever but when I'm down in the garden, I wave at 
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them and they wave back. The train has actually even stopped to pick up seeds 
and stuff like that. 

James: No kidding? 

Oh, "I'm running fast. I'll stop and come in and look at the flowers", you know. 
They haven't done it yet but it's an old joke. But yeah he's a little bit ... he's 
supposed to be at Loos at 11:33. Oh no, he's right on time. Anyway, this a public 
crossing at Loos which serves one house, or two houses, whereas the one here 
which services the post office and two houses and the heli-hiking lodge is private, 
but that's because it came later. It has nothing to do with .... Okay, the private 
crossings ... 

James: Is it a footbridge or a drive across? 

It's just drive across crossings and an awful lot of people who need private 
crossings for fanning or for getting to their house. For us, we have one that gets to 
our lower fields. Anyway, originally when we first negotiated our private crossing 
anyway ... I can't remember how much we paid, maybe $35 a year, but that 
included a million dollars liability insurance in case we dropped a train, which 
seemed like a useful thing, plus the paper work and so on. It included no 
maintenance on the crossing. In other words, if they had to fix something, they'd 
fix something, so we would generally keep the snow off it because they didn't 
charge us for cleaning snow. They've changed that. There have been various 
permutations on that one. They dropped the insurance. We're supposed to hold the 
insurance ourselves, which is a real problem for some people who do not ... 
maybe this should be off tape. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

... so besides the problem with liability insurance there is a problem that they're 
now charging us $300 a year for what they call maintenance. And what 
maintenance means, as far as I can tell, nothing. Whenever we've gone to the 
press or gone and made a fuss over it, they send out this guy, James Feeney, who 
is the spokesman for CN, and he says a bunch of things that he says they do and 
then we say ... and then we prove that they don't do any of those things and then 
the next time he's asked, he says a whole bunch of other things. For instance we 
don't move snow anymore because they move snow. He says they daily inspect 
the crossings. Well at 65 miles an hour, good luck. And they don't replace ... if 
anything has to be done there, if they have to replace any of the boards or anything 
like that, then you pay ... I don't know ... it's a lot of money for them to replace 
the planks. And they charge vast amounts ... rumour has it now, at least that's 
what Vern Adams said when he put up this crossing just across from us, which 
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actually is put in a really dangerous place but I guess it's ... now crossings are 
becoming a good enough money maker for CN that they don't care if they put 
them in dangerous places. 

James: So it's just a bit of a money grabber then? 

Yeah, he says that CN got $8000 for that crossing, just to put it in, and he did all 
the Cat work. The cat work is besides that. That's just putting in the planks and ... 
well they had to change some of the ties. They had to put wider ties underneath 
and then put in the planks. 

James: But it's still $300 a year? 

Plus $300 a year. 

James: And that's every year? 

Yeah, and then you pay $100 for the paper work to administer the crossing and 
then you pay GST on the works. 

James: Every year? 

Every year. 

James: So you're looking over $500. 

Well it's $400 and 7 % of that, $428. So we think that's a total and complete 
ripoff. 

James: Well considering they don't check it. Well how many times do you see 
people out here checking it? 

Never. Well very, very rarely. Besides, these communities were built around the 
railroad and also we're neighbours to those folks. If there's something wrong on 
the tracks, if there's something happening, we're the ones that tell them. We're 
the ones that call the cops or if there's a fire that gets away or whatever. And 
charging us like that is hardly neighbourly. Well they say there's 800 crossings in 
western Canada and we can't just take ... for that so we're going to charge what 
they cost us to .... Well it's just a money grab so we've tried to ... we talked to 
Harris about it and he really tried to do something but CN is so powerful, and 
now they're a private corporation and well "we're making a profit!" Well I mean 
profit off of us. So I don't know. I think that's ... we tried various things ... like 
there was a small piece of road that we own that they were using for getting to and 
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from the tracks with their machines, so we tried charging them the same amount 
for that and they just refuse to pay so we cut it off. So now they're not using it. 
But if we refused to pay, we lose the crossing and then we can't get our hay, so 
that means essentially we raise a steer every year for CN is what it means to us. 

James: And that's a lot. 

Yeah, just for the privilege of getting our hay from across the tracks. And so I 
don't feel that's fair at all and we've tried ... everybody ... various ways of fighting 
this one but we haven't won on that one. We've got hydro, we've got phones. 
They took a long time. I don't know. I mean, like we went to a meeting in Loos 
where the phone company said "if you can wait until 1984 ... ". I think this was in 
1982, just the beginning of '82, "if you can wait til 1984, we'll get your phones in 
for sure. Whether you get hydro or not, we'll bring you phones, because we're 
going to do this upgrading at the transmitter" .... da, da, da, da .... "We can get you 
phones then. No problem". And it was 1994 we got phones, I think. 

James: In Crescent Spur? 

Yeah. 

James: Did you use a radio phone before that? 

Well after ... my mother got Alzheimer's. She had moved to McBride. 

James: So your mother ended up out here too? 

Yeah, she came here too. She immigrated yeah, eventually, after her retirement. 

James: That's interesting. So getting back to that thing, when you first 
moved to the area, so obviously she wasn't against it or anything like that? 

Oh no. She thought it was a fine idea. Well, I think there were times she would 
have liked me to live closer. Then she decided to move closer herself. And she 
loved it up here too. So she moved up here and she lived in McBride. She lived 
first in Vancouver in the winters and she was coming in the summers to McBride, 
then she moved full time to McBride. Then she got Alzheimer's. She passed away 
about 7 years ago now, I guess. But we got a radio phone ... well they got cheap 
enough that we could afford one, for one thing. And we got one ... an outfit in 
Prince had hold of a bunch of surplus ones so we had one for ... I don't remember 
how many years we used the radio phone. Privacy, please. This is H424776. I 
would like .... There were funny things about the radio phones. We ... the first 
time ... I can't remember what it was, some sort of ... oh, there was an election and 
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I remember ... oh, I can't open the phone to find out who got elected in this riding. 
I had to wait until it goes through Prince George and all that, because we used to 
be able to just open the phones and listen in to the conversations. Or we'd hear 
something or other ... we didn't listen very much on ours because it didn't have a 
loudspeaker, plus that's so boring, I mean listening to who's got a broken skidder. 
Everybody has a broken skidder, always. It was just running to town for a new 
whatever. So I mean it got really boring listening to the conversations in any case. 

James: Was there ever a pub or a hotel here when you were here? 

No. 

James: G-eneralstore? 

Well people tried the store thing from time to time. I guess Peg Walter tried a 
store but we didn't use it very much. For one thing, we have a piece of ... a roll of 
adding machine tape that we have on the wall and every time you run out of 
something or take the last box of salt out of the pantry or something, we'd just put 
that on the adding machine tape and whenever anybody goes to town, they grab it 
and buy whatever is on it. So we very rarely ran out. 

James: Is this just in your family or the community? 

Well this was our family but I think almost everybody had their own means of just 
not needing to go to stores. I mean we weren't used to ... "oh, we're out of milk. 
Let's run to the store". We simply weren't used to it so when they started it, it was 
"oh, I should remember to go there". But we're so used to our old ways that I 
don't think people used it very much. But it wasn't fresh stuff either too. It was 
quite limited what she had. I think it was like dried beans and stuff like rice and 
things like .... I can't really remember but it didn't last very long. 

James: So anything you want as far as supplies it's either McBride or PG? 

Yeah. It tends to be Prince George because we go to the top of the hill and we can 
either tum right or left and if they don't have it at McBride, then we'll be going to 
Prince anyway so we do most everything in Prince. 

James: I guess Prince has really grown since you've been ... 

Oh yeah, for sure since we moved there. 

James: So have you found that sort of thing a challenge, living out here? 
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No. Not really. I mean we have some nightmare road stories of course. Everybody 
does. But generally I can cook stuff around .... I mean when the kids were little we 
were pretty well self sufficient. I mean you'd look at the table and almost nothing 
came from the store. We milked the goats, we had eggs, we had meat, we had 
veggies, we had potatoes, we had .... 

James: So you did milk your goats and things like that? 

Oh yeah, we milked goats for ... well this is the first summer we haven't milked 
goats. 

James: Oh really? Why? 

Well this year, well actually because we had two goats that we were going to ... 
we got bred and one didn't take and the other one had twins and then dropped 
dead ... because we got rid of most of the herd so these guys who were still 
hanging around, they're actually waiting to get in the freezer, plus the one that 
didn't take. So we had a fairly big herd last year and we decided that they were 
being too much of a nuisance so we got rid of most of them and then we didn't.. .. 

James: How often do you have to go to town now, or then? 

Well Bill tends to go once a week. He likes to go. He goes and visits. He goes to 
parts houses and buys some donuts. He's retired. He's 70 years old and he's 
decided ... so he goes to town and visits around and buys this or that. I go maybe 
once a month maybe. 

James: Bill's your ... 

My husband. And then when various sons are here they usually pick up stuff or 
whatever. Like right now we have one son living in McBride. Well he'll be home 
... he's home weekends. And he's working on a farm in McBride, Peterson's. 
And one of them is working down the valley now helping doing some sort of 
layouts and surveying and he's spending the summer with us. Our children don't 
seem to stay gone very long. 

James: Well you come back to a place like this, it is beautiful. I mean I can 
see why they come back. I certainly like it here, that's for sure. 

And the laundry gets washed. 

James: I don't have that luxury. My Mom is too far away. So you haven't 
necessarily found that living out here is much of a challenge at all? Well if 
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you can pinpoint the challenges? 

Well the challenges was the light plant, when we had that. Of course the thing was 
very noisy and cost a lot and it was a bit of a nuisance, but we didn't run it very 
often. We just ran it the odd afternoon to do laundry or to do whatever. And we 
hauled water for awhile. A couple of winters we had to haul water, bottled water, 
and stuff like that. 

James: Was the light plant just for your house or for the whole community? 

No, just our house. There was a community one but it gave out the first year we 
were here and then people ran their own plants or not as they decided. We had 
propane lights. You can see the propane line is still here. We still have propane 
lights over in the kitchen that we turn on if there's a hydro .... We had a freezer in 
town so we'd have to bring dripping meat in. I think the worst thing - and the 
thing we gave up first - was doing our own butchering. We still slaughter 
ourselves but we let other people cut the meat because they've got the right 
machines and stuff and they can do a better job. We found we were very bad at it. 
We'd get halfway through and have meat all over the place and some kid would 
say "what's for lunch?" "You must be kidding! We're not doing lunch today". 

James: So when you first moved out here, did you know much about living in 
rural areas or farming or anything? 

Well I'd always had a garden and my mother always had a garden and to keep me 
out of trouble. Wherever she worked she'd sort of say, "well you could have a 
garden here" . So I'd had several gardens. I even had a garden in Harvard College 
observatory right up on the hill where there's now ... no, I guess it's not parking 
lot there. There's still grass there. But anyway, and then I'd had ... so I'd always 
had a garden and I had a garden in California. So the year I spent in Prince 
George, I went out to Vanderhoof. We had friends out there and I gardened with 
them and I learned how they gardened for this area, so I had a way of starting out. 
I don't garden the way they did at all now but I certainly learned. Got a good way 
of starting and I read a lot and did a bunch of experiments, try this, that and the 
other. 

James: Say things like the animals? 

The animals yeah, I read books and made mistakes and listened to people. We 
talked to people. We didn't sort of try and tell people how things were done by the 
books but we started out with goats because when we adopted our daughter, she 
was allergic to cow milk and so we milked goats for her. Then we just kept on. 
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James: Can you eat goat meat? 

Oh yeah, it's delicious. You're Italian, you should know that. 

James: I never had the goat meat. 

No, Greeks like it a lot. 

James: Northern Italians too. I came from the south. A lot of chicken up 
there. Chicken, chicken, chicken. 

They make wonderful sausages and yeah it's pretty good meat. Barbecues really 
nicely. 

James: I have had goat cheese, goat milk, things like that. 

We've had mostly beef though because we ... for a long time we'd buy dairy 
calves, the steers ... or the little bull calves that were born on the dairy farms. And 
you could buy them quite cheaply and then we'd raise them up on goats milk and 
then butcher them. So we've had beef pretty much right along. We ate moose for 
awhile but I'd just as soon let the moose live their lives and it's just as easy to 
raise the beef. Then we started having our cattle after ... I guess we got a couple of 
heffers in with the steers and then we bred them and then we gradually built up a 
herd. One year we didn't make hay because of the terrible weather so we sold 
most of the herd and kept a few and then do it all over and grow them up again. 

James: What were you and your husband doing for work? What have you 
done to survive out here? 

Well he worked at the sawmill here and he's also gone back to work for the pulp 
mill in Prince George when they had ... he was the insulator so when they'd have 
layoffs he'd do that. 

James: Would he just commute back and forth? 

Yeah when they had ... well he'd stay there a week or two at a time to do that. 
And he worked for CN for awhile and let's see, we sold hay and we've ... I don't 
know. We've done all sorts of stuff. We sold veggies, sold eggs, sold goats, sold 
milk. 

James: Where would you sell your products? 

Neighbours and in town too. We used to haul stuff in town and go into the 
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hospital and the doctors and the doctors' wives would stick up their noses but the 
nurses would grab the stuff. We haven't done farmers' markets much. We usually 
just sold out of the truck. Go up there and say "I've got 20 dozen eggs and a 
whole car load of zucchini" and it would be zoop, gone. 

James: I guess, for fresh eggs, you know. What was the mill that your 
husband worked out here? 

There was a sawmill out here. 

James: Which one was it? I know there's probably been a couple in here? 

Silvalore it was called. 

James: How many years did he work there? 

I don't know. I can't remember. A few. 

James: Until they closed? 

Yeah, and then he worked for the trains for quite awhile. 

James: Do you know when the mill closed? 

You'll have to ask Bill Arnold. It was his mill. 

James: Was it a big mill, a small mill? How many people? 

Well you can drive past it, you can see it down .... It's right on the road. As you're 
heading toward Loos on the ... you know, you tum right. 

James: I turn right, yours is the first place I saw. 

Yeah, you follow our politics and tum right. And then when you tum left, there's 
a back channel and it's right by the back channel. There's the mill. Yeah, we have 
a small sawmill here. He cuts some wood for ourselves and we also sold trees. 
We've logged some and sold trees off our own place. 

James: And your role in the whole thing is keeping the farm and ... 

Yeah. 

James: When did beef come into play? Like what years around ... 
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I don't know. I think maybe we were out here ... I sort of vaguely remember 
bringing the calf home in the Volvo. 

James: I noticed this. This is a Volvo dealership here I thought. When I 
drove in I thought, I think that's an old Volvo. That's a nice one. Hey, there's 
another old Volvo. Oh, there's another one over there. When I started 
looking around, there's one after the other. 

Yeah, my husband's kept '66 to '68 Volvos on the road. The first one we paid 
$1200 for and ran it for 10 years, so at $10 a year for transportation, [inaudible??] 
for transportation. 

James: [inaudible??] it's not computerized and you can fix it too. 

Yeah and he's a heck of a mechanic so he drags home these old ones and takes 
parts out of them. 

James: Do you still often go? 

Oh yeah, that's his town car. The one that's under the ... the British racing green 
one anyway. The first Volve, drive a calf home in the back seat. Oh, he was 
working at another mill. He was working at ... Oh Frederickson's on the list? 

James: No. 

They're in ... in the gravel pit halfway between here and McBride. There's a 
gravel pit right between Goat River and Slim Creek and you drive in there and 
there's Frederickson's in there. There's a trailer in there. They've been there 
forever. Anyway, Bill worked for them at their saw .. . they had a sawmill in there 
until it burned down. Bill worked for them for a winter and the river is stopping 
there .. . 

James: Are they the place right at the top of the hill just before you get to 
Goat River? 

Yeah. 

James: I saw the light. I didn't know if there was anything there at all until 
last night I drove by and it was dark enough and I saw the lights up on the 
hill. I'd forget to ... 

Well there's another place that's a cabin back there too that a trapper lives in. 
That's, I think, closer to West Twin. This is in a gravel pit. 
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James: Would you have the phone number out there? 

I don't think ... I don't know. They might have a .... they're not on our phone 
system. 

James: Because I drove right by. 

Yeah, our phone system is ... we're the farthest east and then it goes to Bend and 
Dome Creek. Have you walked across the bridge at Bend? 

James: No I haven't done that yet but I would like to though. Last night it 
got too late and so much so that I drove right by the campground at Lasalle 
there. I thought oh, Pm at Goat River. I've gone to far now. I just turned 
around and I had to come back another 6 k because they have Lasalle 
campgrounds out there, the west side. Not the river there. 

Yeah, no at Bend you go Dome Creek, or you can take the train to Bend. That's 
another way you can get there. 

James: I think from what everyone is saying, like you said, I should probably 
hop on the train and go to Jasper. Start in PG and go ... 

Yeah, but it's really scary to walk across that trestle. Plus it's totally illegal. But 
it's really scary. I did that once doing a .... some sort of a survey for something or 
other. Oh yeah, and I've done various things. I forgot all about that. I've been a 
tree planter and I've done various jobs for forestry and I've done surveys and I've 
done ... 

James: So what type of jobs say for forestry have you done? 

Doing plots for various things and I picked cones. I did cone picking for several 
years. 

James: We should also maybe get on tape that you've gotten a university 
education out here as well. 

Oh yeah, I finished my ... this year, I finished my degree with Open Leaming 
Institute in Vancouver. 

James: And it's primarily biology right? 

Yeah, but it's a general studies degree and I've only been working at it for 39 
years. 
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James: Anyway, you still have it. 

Yeah, it was kind of fun. 

James: That's good. Keep your brain working. 

Well I was taking a whole bunch of course so I finally wrote them and I said "if 
you can make sense of all these credits from here, there, and everywhere and what 
would I have to do to get a general studies degree?" And they said "finish the 
course that you're on and you're there". And like I said, well my biology ... it's 39 
years old. Is it really relevant and ... 

[end of side one] 

... we'll give you credit for that as biology one even though it is so old because 
obviously picked up the stuff in between that was really dam picky. 

James: So basically out here, to make a living, you've done everything you 
can plus ... 

Yeah, lots of different things and then of course, after my Mom died we did 
inherit some money. 

James: Have you found the cattle farming successful? 

Well we tend to butcher here and then ... for people so we make about ... we make 
2 or 3 times as much as if we shipped cattle by butchering ourselves. And then ... 
because there are a lot of people who prefer our beef to anybody else's .... 

James: Because you ... 

Because ... well I mean there's not the drugs, they haven't been living in an 
overpopulated feed lot, there's not hormones, there's no fertilizers on my hay, 
there's no grain. 

James: So organic beef in a sense. 

Yeah, and it's just grass fed beef and also there's not ... the animals haven't been 
through ... there's no adrenaline because nobody's come up to ... all we've done is 
walk up to them and shoot them in the head and they drop, so there's none of this 
running them around and putting them in trucks and driving them hundreds of 
miles and all this stuff that makes the animals so scared and so freaked. 
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James: I think that makes a big difference. 

Well when you want to buy beef, I know ... you'll have to get a hold of us. 

James: Yeah, I will for sure. 

Yeah, because we have to get hold of like four people together who all want 
quarters because we can only butcher four quarters at a time. 

James: I never thought of that, yeah. One quarter is not possible. 

So we get together and then we go butcher and then take it into town to a butcher 
that we know, or if people want to cut their meat themselves they can go for it. 
We try to butcher in like November because then there's a little bit of snow on the 
ground and the bugs are down. 

James: I don't know if I'd be any good at butchering. I have a hard time with 
a steak knife. 

Yeah, so it's better just to take it to the butcher and pay him so much. And he 
makes wonderful sausage too so if you want some made into sausage .... 

James: I'd like to try the goat too. That sounds interesting. 

Well there you go. 

James: Now as far as ... was there a community hall, was there a church? 

Well there was a church community. You could find out more about that from 
Aubrey's and there hasn't been any that we've had anything to do ... that was 
pretty much before our time. The community hall is sort of a library affair that 
used to be a part of the old mill and it's not really a hall. There was a bigger 
building but the roof collapsed on that, the snow. I think it was the dining room. 
But again, Elizabeth Aubrey can tell you all about that stuff. 

James: So electricity, you said '94. Telephone was? 

No, telephone was '94. Electricity was '80 something. I think it was a few years 
before. I'd have to look it up when we got power. 

James: So what did you do for entertainment? 

Kids! Well actually for awhile there was an old fellow called Scotty Murray who 
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got himself a movie projector and he would get film board movies and show them 
at Aubrey's [inaudible??] or so. We had ... I don't know, was it a couple of 
winters that we watched movies down at the .... And we've had potlucks. And we 
gossipped. And let's see, what else for entertainment? 

James: Was there ever community get-togethers? Besides the films, was there 
ever dances or .... 

Well there was before my time but I mean, like the new community hall is far too 
small, but we've had potlucks and stuff like that. Now we fight [inaudible??]. 

James: The community? 

Yeah, the community is not real together right now. 

James: Do you mind me asking over what? 

Oh, it's ... I really think the problem is a whole bunch ... well some new people 
moved in who got loans for their land from banks or whoever, I don't know. They 
paid too much for it and now they can't really support it and so they're in a very 
bad position. And I think that really is the basis of the bad feelings. Because those 
of us who own our land and feel quite prosperous at this point ... 

James: After years of working hard at it though. 

Yeah, but still, I mean so many people say "you're so lucky to have such a nice 
house". Well I should have. I've used a lot of hammers. I mean we built this 
house. We started with a lot of the logs and they went through the sawmill and 
then we put them up. I mean this is a very slow way of building a house. 

James: It's certainly a nice home, that's for sure. 

Anyways, I think that that is probably the basis of it and there was a lot of feelings 
that somehow they were prevented from jobs. I don't really understand. I think 
also there's a certain amount of sitting around, drinking, and blowing out stories. 

James: So Crescent Spur nowadays, is it primarily a farming community? 

No. Well let's see. We run cattle and Pritchards run cattle. Abe has a lot of 
horses. There's a fair number of people who have a few horses. I think Grahams 
have some cows, I don't know. 

James: So are they selling bred horses and so on? 
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Oh Abe raises these horses for logging, horse logging. Great big horses. 

James: Is there a lot of horse loggers in the area still? 

There's some, yeah. And Abe himself does it. Hopefully there will be more. I 
mean, it's such a kind way of getting trees out. 

James: Did I write down Abe? 

Yeah, I think you've got Abe Phillips. Abe and Anson, his brother. 

James: Yes I do. Sorry, I put her name first. And he raises ... 

Horse logger. At one point, not long ago, he had a hundred head. 

James: Oh really? 

Yeah. 

James: Oh, okay. So it's pretty serious then. 

And Pritchards, I think, have about close to 80 cows. 

James: So he's selling his horses now for ... 

Well he's been selling some. What his wife told me was that he discovered that a 
hundred head have four hundred feet. 

James: A lot of shoeing I guess. 

Yeah, you have to trim hooves constantly. And of course you saw the sign, there's 
been swamp fever in the valley, or maybe they pulled the sign but last summer 
there was swamp fever in the valley. 

James: I was told about the sign, yeah. We were joking about it before it 
came in there. She says, "well good thing you're not a horse". I said 
"astrology wise I'm a Saggitarian, does that count?" Half horse. So now, just 
out of curiosity, about the horse logging thing, just out of my own curiosity, 
how many do you need to run a ... 

I don't know, talk to Abe. 

James: I'll make sure we get a hold of him. So as far as nurses, like health 
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services, doctor? 

Well there was a nurse here. I think the two people on the hill are learning 
ambulance stuff. They've been taking courses and stuff and I think they're 
working part time or full time or something for the ambulance service in 
McBride. 

James: What is it? 60 kilometres about? 

Something, yeah. 

James: Not that far of a commute. About an hour a day, depends on if you're 
breaking the law or not. 

Yeah, exactly. 

James: I'm about a 10-20 sort of person. 

Yeah. We've got that on tape. 

James: Exactly, maybe I should erase that. This nurse in the community, did 
she work ... 

I think she's just retired. No, no. She was working in the hospital. She was 
actually running the nursing service I believe. I think she was head nurse for 
awhile. But I think just the last little while, she's retired. Oh yeah, they've got 
some cows down at the place but I think they're boarding them for someone else. 

James: So if people would need medical assistance, was there something at 
home? 

I think Mark Aubrey has a first aid ticket and when he's running the heli-hiking, 
I mean he definitely has first aid folks there. Who else has a ticket now? I don't 
know if there's anybody else. 

James: Emergencies though, you'd go to McBride or Prince George? 

Well yeah, it depends because like ... well one of my sons cut his hand awhile ago, 
needed a couple of stitches, so I phoned up .... I heard that sometimes there 
weren't doctors on call, so I called up McBride and said" is there's a doctor on 
call?" They said, "oh yeah, there is". And I said "I'm bringing Dan in for a few 
stitches". They said, "you'll have to go to Valemount". "What?" 

Interview #48 Virginia Karr July 6, 2000 22 



James: That's another what? 60 K? 

Yeah, so I said "forget it. We'll go into Prince". I mean it's 100 miles each way, 
we might as well go to Prince. 

James: And get some shopping done too. 

Well the thing was, I mean you didn't have to stay over or anything. Anyway, it 
just seemed ... I mean we've always had the service that ... for stitches or 
something. I mean we've always had someone on call in McBride and there's a 
hospital and now it's an unserved hospital. It's so bizarre. And the people in 
Valemount, I mean I can see their point of view. Oh it's nice to have a doctor 
there but you know, they can go to Jasper. It's only that far. They can go to 
McBride. I mean for us it's 100 miles either way and that's pretty serious. 

James: It is, especially if someone's that seriously injured. 

Yeah, so that kind of ... and also that means that you have to phone ahead, which 
way am I going to go this time. The darn phone directory. You look under hospital 
and it says, look under McBride and District hospital. 

James: And you're in a hurry. 

And you're in a hurry. Come on, just tell me where the bloody hospital number is. 

James: Yeah, it's terrible. I have a hard time with the phone book. I think 
they were a little more simpler years ago. 

Why can't they just say hospital and then put the number. 

James: It's funny that you're saying this. I had the same conversation with 
my wife a little while ago. I said ... well we're reading it right here and they 
tell me to go see somewhere else, right? So they've got it printed twice in 
different spots. 

Well why can't they have it in two different spots and then have the number. 

James: Yeah exactly for the two people ... some one else might have thought 
of the other number. We got into this discussion. [inaudible??]. So as far as 
things like social life for younger people, for your sons? 

What did they do for social life? 
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James: Was there other young women to date? 

Well there don't seem to be any women. That's a real problem. There seems to be 
an awful lot of boys. Well partly they went to university for social life. At least 
Dan did. By the time ... let's see, Bruce went tree planting, started tree planting at 
16, so that was social life for sure. Well they've been working. There's a bar in 
McBride but .... and they did that for awhile but then they discovered it cost 
money. 

James: Is this the pub? 

Well no, there was the bar and they built the pub later. 

James: Good food at the pub. 

Yeah, it is pretty good. 

James: So where did most people work when they lived in Crescent Spur? Is 
it the same as you, everything. 

Well there used to be a section down at the railroad so there used to be a full 
section down there so people worked there some. And then they had boarding 
right there and there was a cook there at that time. And they closed the section. 
There used to be a section every 7 miles, I believe, when they originally started 
the railroad. 

James: I'm at a loss, I've heard of the thing 'section' a few times. I'm not 
sure exactly if I understand what .... What's the role of the people that work 
at the section, I guess? 

Well maintenance of the railroad. For instance in the winter, when the frost would 
get under the ties, and rails used to have to be shimmed up and down according to 
the frost to keep things level. Well now they have these rails that are welded and 
they go for, I don't know, a quarter of a mile or something, welded so that .... In 
the old days you used to go on a train, it goes, click, click, click, click. Well that 
was when you changed rails. Well now they have the long rails so it goes ... 

James: More click and then pause and then click. 

Yeah, so they don't have to do that shimmy thing. There's a lot of things they 
don't have to do anymore. They don't have to clean crossings and a lot of things 
are electronic and stuff. But again, they don't maintain ... I don't think they 
maintain the tracks as well as they ought to. Well, the two derails are down around 

Interview #48 Virginia Karr July 6, 2000 24 



Valemount and Blue River just in the last few weeks. But there used to be derails 
here too so .. .. 

James: Was the weigh freight still running when you were ... 

Yeah. Oh yeah, loved the weigh freight. It went whenever it went and it would 
drop you wherever ... like if you went through ... if they had to pick up some rock 
at Rock Pit, which is mile 47, I believe, or 48 was ... no, 46 maybe was Rock Pit. 
Bill could tell you more about this but he can't be bothered. Anyway, they just 
take the engine and go pick up the cars, or leave some cars at Rock Pit and then 
they'd leave their weigh freight car, you know, just sitting on the siding when you 
could get out and pick flowers or whatever. You could be sitting there an hour. 
And often, like if you were planning to take the train, you didn't go down to the 
tracks or anything, you'd just sort of hang around and listen for it and then you'd 
go down when you heard it. 

James: So when did the weigh freight stop? 

I don't know. I can't remember. 

James: 70s, 80s? 

Something yeah. Well, yeah and then they put VIA on. 

James: Passenger. 

Yeah. 

James: If you want to get on here, can you get on here? 

Not officially but yes. 

James: Right, you said this. I forgot about this. So some people in the 
community can. Some people have the privilege. 

Well it's just like .. . I mean I phone ... I can either e-mail one of the guys on the 
trains or I can just phone the station and say I'm getting on. I've got a flag too to 
flag them down. Well I mean, if they have to stop somewhere in Crescent Spur, 
they might as well stop where it's convenient for me. I mean there's no siding at 
any of the places that it might stop [inaudible??] where it's supposed to stop. One 
time I cam home and VIA stopped three places in Crescent Spur, but that's been 
many years. It used to be a mail stop. But now Penny is the only mail stop. And 
sometimes the train stops ... if they're running early and they'd let everybody get 
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off and go look at the Penny post office, which is pretty small. 

James: Is there someone who has an in-home post office here? 

Yeah, that's at the heli-hiking lodge, the Aubreys. 

James: And how often is mail? 

Three times a week, delivered by van. 

James: You're probably not much faster than the rest of the people in the 
city. 

Well some things come fast, some things don't. Bills come fast, cheques don't. 

James: So when CN ... do you remember when the section crew closed down 
here? 

No, sorry. Liz Aubrey can tell you. She used to cook sometimes with them. I 
think she might have a better sense of timing than I do. 

James: So did most people do what you did, like a bit of everything, just to ... 

Well there was more logging. Well running the mill and logging were well before 
my time. When they ran the big mill, what was Leboe Lumber and stuff, there 
was I don't know how many jillions of people. 

James: It was huge. 

Huge, yeah. They sure didn't make in-roads into the forest that they're making 
today with way fewer people. 

James: More jobs too it seems like. 

Yeah, it was mostly selective cutting. They took what they wanted. I guess you'd 
say more high grading than selective cutting. 

James: High graded? 

Taking the best. 

James: Now as far as the future of Crescent Spur ... has the community gotten 
smaller or bigger? 
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It got smaller but then it's coming back. 

James: It is? 

Yeah, I think there's going to be people living out here who ... well for one thing, 
we can now support people who can work somewhere else and be ... by modem. 

James: Do you see that happening now? 

Well there's a family in Dunster who makes French horns and they got an award 
from the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra for their horns. I mean they're world 
class. 

James: So as far as communications, communications could help? 

Yeah. Well we're on the fibre optic line so we've got an internet. I think there's a 
lot of people who want to take early retirement. Unfortunately the prices, I think, 
are too high out here for people to buy land. 

James: For 100 acres what would ... 

Well people were asking, I don't know, $164,000 for 18 acres and a house but 
that's ... I don't know, land is also sold on the basis of how many trees it has on it. 

James: So that would be 18 acres of woodlot? 

Bill would know the numbers better of what they paid for that place across from 
us, the summer home people who bought that. I think it's 70 some acres. 

James: Oh, it's a summer home for them? 

For them yeah. Apparently they have vast amounts of money. 

James: Vast amounts of money ... 

Well Lower Mainland folks are business sort, two or three generations of part of 
the family that's got a monopoly on selling plastic pipe or something. So any 
plastic pipe that goes through the province jingles some loonies into their pocket. 

James: I guess there's a summer family too, Edmonton, in the Dome Creek 
area. I was talking to Jim Humphrey, he was telling me that. Someone just 
bought their summer home. So get a few more people like that. 
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Yeah, but I think there' s going to be early retirement sort of folks. 

James: Can you see people ... well, you have hard my idea of just commuting 
back and forth to McBride. 

Oh yeah, there's musicians and there's ... 

James: Oh really? 

Not here in Crescent Spur but there are in Dunster and there's artists and there's 
a lot of carpenters in McBride and Dunster. 

James: I interviewed someone down . I told him I did a lot of carpentry and 
he said "don't come here for a job then". "There's too much competition" 
they said. 

Do you know Ray Green? 

James: No. 

He used to build log buildings. 

James: In Dunster? 

No, actually down in the Kootenays. 

James: Is he still down there now? 

I think he's in Nelson, I'm not sure. 

James: What were the most pleasant aspects of living in Dome Creek? 

In Crescent Spur. 

James: I knew it would happened. At least it wasn't a name wrong. I just did 
two in Dome Creek yesterday. What are the most pleasant aspects of living in 
Crescent Spur? 

Just peace and quiet and scenery. Well as a friend said, I've managed to grind off 
all the smooth parts of my personality, all the smooth edges, she said. 

James: Any negative aspects? 
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Well the community hassles that are happening now, I guess. And you know, 
things like CN treating us that way without ... just blatantly trying to pull stuff. 
But you know, you ' re going to find stuff you don't like anywhere, I guess. I mean 
I'm sad to watch the clearcuts marching across the mountains. I mean that's a 
negative aspect. I think smarter forest policy. 

James: The Goat River ... obviously this last little cut in the Goat River area, 
is that something you're .. . 

No. I think that they shouldn't go into the Upper Goat. The Goat River trail is 
going to come out here and so actually the old Lasalle Lake trail - that's an old 
trail that comes through here - and it's hopefully going to be part of the national 
hiking trail. 

James: Yeah the cross Canada. 

No, not the cross Canada trail. That's different. This is a hiking ... you can't 
skidoo or machines. This is just hiking. I guess possibly horses or biking but not 
motorized. So we're pretty excited about that. Going from Bella Coola on the 
Grease Trail and through Barkerville and then from Barkerville here on the Goat 
River Trail. 

James: That would be pretty cool. 

Yeah. I mean I believe in sharing the forests . They already took the Milk, which is 
one tributary of the Goat, and it's just cut to hell. And so leaving the Upper Goat, 
which has actually got less in it ... I mean if you look at the satellite pictures, 
there's just checkerboarding everywhere and I think that that's both the methods 
and ... I don't like to see what's happening with that. And I think that in some 
places they discovered that trees are more valuable up than down because the 
people who tend to move to communities and you know .. . software people and 
people who are very easy to move around and want to be in sort of rural places, 
the more places where there's a really good lifestyle for hiking and canoeing ... 

James: Exactly. They don't want to be walking through clearcuts all the 
time. And certainly tourism ... it's not good for tourism that's for sure. 

Yeah, well this guy ... what's his name, I can't remember. But he was an 
economist and he was brought into the Yellowstone area to study the economy, 
how does the economy work in this area? This was actually all around 
Yellowstone, four States, I think it involved. And is it forestry, agriculture, mining 
or tourism, and how does the dynamic work? He discovered that it was none of 
the above. That what was making the economy go was all ... just a myriad of small 
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businesses and small things that people were doing, and it wasn't the big things 
that everybody had always analyzed before. 

James: Much like the Kootenays, much like what it sounds like you've done 
your whole life, or since you've been to Crescent Spur. 

Yeah, and then he's done all sorts of studies since then about different things. And 
one area of eastern Washington, he discovered the same thing, that the trees in 
fact were more valuable up than down because they provided a community sort of 
place where people wanted to live and wanted to visit. And it wasn't just tourism. 
It was where people were doing things that spun the bucks. So I think that this 
tremendous emphasis on forestry is a mistake here, and extracted industries. 

James: I have a friend who started a club at the university, Dave Radies, 
Interior Forest ... 

Dave Radies? 

James: Do you know Dave Radies? 

He's married to ... 

James: He's not married. You're talking about Doug? That's his brother. 

Okay. I know Doug. I was thinking there was something wrong with that name. I 
got the Radies part. 

James: He's a really good friend of mine. He's probably the closest at 
university. He started the Interior Rainforest Club at the university. I'll give 
you his number, once we stop here, I'll give you a bunch of information. He's 
having something this September at the university and I'll let you know and 
I'll give you his number if you want and I'll give you mine too. 

Well especially this forest. The ICH definitely should not be logged the way its 
been logged. It's a natural disturbance type run which ... I think ... well it's the kind 
of natural disturbance where ... I think I've got the right number, where the whole 
forest is not renewed every so often, like by bugs or fires or whatever. Like the 
fire will hit, it'll bum a little place maybe as big as this room, maybe as big as the 
size of this house, but probably not a lot larger, and then stuff will come in and so 
on. And so the forests themselves are many times older than the trees in it. As a 
matter of fact there's one ... there's a lichenologist, Trevor Gower ... 

James: That was Dave's thesis actually. He spent the whole summer here last 
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summer. He,s going to be down here for a couple of weeks this summer and 
he,11 be back out here for the first two months next summer. He did an 
undergrad thesis and he,s doing lichen. He loves lichen. 

Well Trevor figures that there's areas here that may well not be renewed since the 
glacial left, or at least 1000 years or something, so that doing this completely 
cutting it and then planting spruce ... plus the fact that there's more and more 
interest in specialty woods, and that's old growth products. I guess you get vast 
amounts of money for the blocks that they used to make cellos and violins and so 
on. 

James: Cedar? 

Yeah. 

James: I didn,t realize that. I thought it would have been a harder wood. 

It might be some fir too. But the thing is ... and also, even some of the swamp 
spruce, apparently, I've heard is being used for carving some places because it 
grows so slowly that it's very, very dense. 

James: Probably the grain might be a little more dramatic I guess. 

Yeah, but it's very dense. We don't know anything about the second growth. It 
may be because they're trying to grow as fast as possible, the fibres will be not ... 
will be short fibres and our wood won't be able to .... Our wood here competes, 
as I understand it, well with American second growth wood because ours is old 
growth, so it's the long fibres, and then they can mix it with the short fibre stuff. 
But our second growth, if it's the same as the stuff in Georgia, it's going to be 
worthless because they can grow it at a ridiculous rate. They can cut it every 30 or 
40 years. 

James: Exactly. Northern climate, shorter growing season, cold. 

Yeah, so whether ... I mean we don't know a thing about markets. Markets have 
changed in the 30 years that I've seen it. I mean there's now a market for birch. 
There wasn't ... it was just firewood when I first moved here. The cottonwood was 
just cut and left. Now there's a tremendous market for it. People are using aspen 
for things. Now in 30 years, how can we say what we know what people are going 
to want in 100 or ... some of these are planning their 250 years, they say 12 
decades from now. I mean come on. 

James: Birch is getting very popular nowadays. 
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Or 25 decades from here. 

James: There's actually a couple of people down at ... I hear both in Dunster 
and McBride that are right into hardwood logging. Both poplar, cottonwood 
and primary a lot of birch too, and they're shipping all down to the States. 
And their doing a lot of both horse logging ... and two of the people I 
interviewed, both their sons were doing it. 

Have you done Marsh's? 

James: Yeah. That's it. You hit the nail on the head, Sarah and Jack yeah. 

They're great. 

James: Yeah, I had a lot of fun there. 

They're real characters. One of their sons I was talking to yesterday and boy does 
he act like his Mom now. He's just so funny and he's got the same mannerisms 
and stuff. 

James: I was really drawn to her. I had a hard time ... just the contact. She's 
a very ... 

Oh yeah, she's wonderful. 

James: That's for sure yeah. Getting back .... 

Sorry. 

James: No, don't be sorry because I mean ... I have a set of questions here. I 
go off pace. I mean you can't ... I mean not all these questions will pertain to 
you. Some of them are historical. Some are more of a human geography 
aspect. Environmental issues are important in the area too. This is a study of 
the people who live there. 

Well I have been on the LRMP. I represented our community there so I do feel 
like ... there's a fair amount I know about this. 

James: Can I ask one question then quick before I go on. Are there ... Dave 
has said he's heard there are trees in this forest - this is the same forest by the 
way that runs down the Kootenays, right down to northern States ... 

Yeah, just one thin tiny ... 
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James: Yeah, cedar hemlock, that are anywhere from 2000-3000 years old. 

Well I don't think we have any that are that old but they're still pretty old. There's 
some in the 5-600 years. And we had one tree here that unfortunately was in the 
middle of a field and had just no shell to it, but it was 27 feet around in 
circumference. So it might have been pretty old, or it might have been 2 together, 
but it was totally unsafe. 

James: Is there any real difference, or was there any difference between rich 
and poor residents? 

I think there is .... I think people feel there is now somewhat because now a lot of 
the land is held by not all that many people. When land values weren't particularly 
high, nobody cared if you had 10 acres or several hundred, I don't think. I didn't 
seem to matter so much. It was just "who was getting a bathroom!". I mean people 
bragged about their bathrooms and stuff like that. I mean the rich people had radio 
phones sooner and so one went and visited them and used them. Like baby clothes 
just went right through the community, children's clothes and stuff like that. 
There didn't seem to be any kind of ... it didn't seem anything like as class but I 
think there's hard feelings now among some of the newer residents who don't 
own very much land or something or equipment or something. And also there's a 
problem with trucks and equipment. I mean when we first moved here everybody 
could take care of everything but now with computer stuff, more things have to be 

James: That's why I still have an '86 Tempo. I can take care of most of the 
stuff on it. 

Yeah. I mean all our farm equipment just about is .... I mean Bill wants to buy a 
new tractor but he says "that's got computer stuff. I don't want that stuff', you 
know. So he patches up the old stuff and ... 

James: Keeps going. 

Keep on going, yeah. 

James: What about was there ever differences in race or ethnicity in Crescent 
Spur that you saw? 

Well two of my kids were native and pretty much they were treated like anybody 
else. They were not treated like everybody else at the school, I don't believe. 

James: In McBride? 
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In McBride. I really felt that nothing was expected of them and so nothing was 
gained. And my daughter went to CNC and got the cooks' certificate ... for 
cooking. And when she tried to get a job, sometimes people would say "you have 
to wash your hands?". Well she'd taken cook safe and all that stuff. You know, 
you have to take Foodsafe or whatever that program is, and that's a very difficult 
course there at CNC. It's 10 months. And she said, so and so was getting .... some 
boy right out of highschool was getting hired without a certificate and without 
anything at the same pay rate that she was at. She felt that was not fair. And I 
think my two native children have always been underpaid and often treated ... 
taken advantage of, because they're both nice and native. 

James: Do you know what nation? 

Well my son is Gitsaan, and my daughter is Lytton band. Lytton is by Lilloett. So 
she's Interior Salish. 

James: So over the years, well I guess you spoke about how relationship with 
your neighbours is. 

So now my son says he's Scottish. 

James: Is that what he says? 

He's quite comical. 

James: I guess you can either take it one way, you can get angry about those 
sorts of things, or you can change another way. There's different ways to 
attack. I guess it depends on your personality. 

Yeah, well you don't get bitter. I mean none of them do but I get bitter when 
they're treated shabbily and it hurts. I mean I don't think it's right. I mean first 
you blame people for being poor and then you keep them that way. I mean this 
sure makes sense. 

James: Well after you've taken away all their land and then said you've got 
to make a living, well how can we make a living because you've taken away 
our living. 

Exactly. Stockwell Day said that he's completely against the .... I won't go into 
that. 

James: I've got about 6 or 7 90 minute tapes. We can go on forever. 
Stockwell Day of the Alliance party, Reform party, whatever you want to call 
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that. 

Well but I thought that was terrible, him being so completely against the Nisga'a 
treaty because ... I mean what's he going to say. Like well okay, I can't ... he can't 
give anything to his children because that's ancient history that you own such and 
such. Right. Make everybody start from day 1. Sure! Well get off that one. 

James: I'm surprised there aren't two horns right out of the back of his 
head. 

Now, now! I've never even seen a picture of him but I just couldn't believe that he 
could be so completely .... He's saying it was going to be like South Africa 
because there was going to be two ... because everything was going to be based on 
race. No, everything is not based on race, it's based on rights. These people had 
this land and they never lost it. 

James: And he's also coming from ... not to diminish the rights of the First 
Nations in Alberta, but he's from Alberta. It's a different issue in Alberta. 
It's going to be different everywhere across ... especially when it falls under 
treaties and all the different treaty signings. You have to go a long way back, 
especially in places like Alberta, because of the treaties that were signed so 
many years ago. The fairness of those treaties is another story. There's 
different ... here in BC, there's all these small groups. 

In BC there weren't any treaties to speak of. 

James: And the lands were never ever ceded, except maybe up in the Peace 
River because the small ... 

And then for him to say it's a racist thing! Oh, I was hot. 

James: Same here. So as far as women working outside the home, were there 
many women who worked outside the home? 

We all worked outside the home. 

James: Yeah, that's a terrible question. 

Well some of us worked out from time to time ... 

James: Forestry and things like that. 

I mean a lot of people have had boarders. I've done that too. I've had tree planters 
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staying with me and charged them and that sort of thing too. There's all sorts of 
things. And various others have cooked and stuff. I don't think it's ... I don't know 
if it's been an issue or anything. I've never wanted to work out ... I wanted to 
work as little as possible. I mean I don't miss ... I've had jobs and I didn't like it. I 
found they cut into my life, 40 hours a week I didn't want to give up. I wanted to 
do other stuff and if I could possibly find somebody who wanted to support me .... 
Doesn't that sound terrible! 

James: No live to work or work to live, there's a difference. 

And he could always make three times what I could work so if I could save him as 
much as I would be making anyway, I'd much rather do that. I mean I made the 
kids clothes, I made my clothes. I mean the garden has saved us a vast amount not 
having to .... When a woman works out they often have to have clothes and they 
have to have hair and makeup and they have to have babysitting services. I mean 
it's just an unending hassle. So if I could save him as much money as I'd have 
made out... I never felt guilty about being kept or any of the rest of it. He got the 
food on the table and the dishes washed and the laundry washed and the kids 
looked after and the garden [inaudible??]. I put in a lot of time building this 
house, painted it just about all of it. I'm not real good with a hammer because I 
don't see all that well for distances but I sure can run a saw fine. 

James: Most of the people in the community, where did they come from? 

Let's see, Liz comes from Germany, Audrey comes from Romania. Zamoudo's 
and me come from the Boston area. Mark was born here. His Dad was here, he 
came from Wales but he's passed away. He left and then passed away. 
Pritchards are from New York State. Let's see, where's Barb born? Somewhere 
like Utah maybe, I don't know. Somewhere. 

James: So a real mish-mash of people generally. 

Oh yeah, a fair number of ex-Americans but a long time ex-Americans mostly. 
Jim Ford came from the States as a kid, Florida I believe. Let's see, I think 
Grahams were always in Canada somewhere and the same with Mekecknie's. 

James: But for ethnic reasons, people always got along just fine? There was 
never a problem with ... 

Oh, I don't think so. I mean I make anti-American jokes because I am one, or I 
was one. But we took ... I mean most everybody's taken out citizenship pretty 
much right on. And there's a certain problem, like people who come from the 
prairies tend to be more right wing because they tend to have maybe Ukrainian 
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background or have heard more of the horror stories of what communism was like 
when it went wild. And people from the States tend to be, on the whole, a little bit 
more left wing because they've seen what capitalism will do when it goes wild. So 
I mean people ... it's from their backgrounds eh. 

James: I guess it all depends what part of the prairie provinces you're 
coming from, like from Saskatchewan is NOP. 

Yeah that's true. But I mean this is just ... not trusting the government. 

James: Just as a closing question then, is there anything else you'd like to 
add? It's going to go in the archives. 

Well, I don't know. I really enjoyed living here and I like the trains. I hope the 
trains, that VIA is able to do better and become a little bit more like .... Like now 
they're carrying the baggage by van and people can't bring skis and stop anywhere 
between ... 

[end of transcript] 
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