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Interview #49 The Tricks June 25, 2000 

James: I'm here with Mr. and Mrs. John and Bernice Trick. We're at their 
home in Prince George, British Columbia. It's the sixth of June, 2000 and all 
of the consent forms have been signed. Just continue with what you were 
saying. That was perfect. 

John: Well anyway, the post office was at Aleza Lake in the general store. But my 
grandfather's mill was a mile and a quarter farther east down the line. 

James: And this was ... 

John: Hansard Lake. 

James: In Hansard Lake? 

Yeah. So then being that the post office was at Aleza Lake, they always referred to 
... "I worked at Aleza Lake" but actually they worked at Hansard Lake. That's 
where they worked. Like I say, it had to do with the post office and store was 
referred to ... but the mill was a mile and a quarter farther east, at about Mile 107, 
that's on the railway, they had all the mileage signs. And our mill was about close 
to being Mile 107 and the Upper Fraser sawmill was exactly at 104. That's why 
they referred to the Upper Fraser mill sometimes as 104 because the mile post was 
right smack where the mill was. So we were 3 miles west of Upper Fraser 
sawmill. 

James: So not too far down the road then. How big was the mill? 

John: Our mill? 

James: Yeah. 

John: It wasn't a really big mill. The first mill that they built was intended to be a 
big mill. 

James: This is your family? 

John: My grandfather built. And it was ... it burned down after 6 months. It had a 
double cut band saw in it and a gangsaw and all that. In fact it would pretty well 
be like a part of Giscome's mill. 

James: When did he build this mill? 
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John: Him and his partner Tom Gale came out in 1928 and started building it 
then. They came from Ontario. And my grandfather had a mill in northern 
Ontario, a small mill. 

James: Whereabouts from northern Ontario? 

John: I can't say exactly now. Up near Fenolyn Falls I think. But anyway, he 
wanted to expand. He'd done a lot of work for General Motors because of General 
Motors. We come from Oshawa, you see, and General Motors was the plant, the 
big plant in Oshawa. Well it was a company town actually. So he done a lot of 
work for General Motors, and keep in mind in those days they supplied a lot of 
wooden parts and stuff for cars and there was crates and things like that. So he 
wanted to expand so he was either going to go to Manitoba or BC so he decided 
then to come to BC. 

James: What do you think brought him to BC over Manitoba? 

John: Well I don't know. Never did know actually. Maybe more timber or 
whatever. So then he wound up at Hansard Lake, him and his partner Tom Gale. 
And they called the company Gale and Trick, started off with. Then after a 
period of time, shortly, he bought out Tom Gale and then they called it the S.B. 
Trick Lumber Company. 

James: What was the S.B. for? 

John: Samuel Bailey. 

James: And that's your grandfather's name? 

John: Yeah. 

James: Lumber Company? 

John: Yeah. So anyway, they built the big mill and it burned down though right 
after so he didn't have ... it was tough. He didn't have it fully insured, just partly. 
So he had to start from scratch. So the next mill was smaller. I have a picture of it 
here, great big one. 

[brief break to go look at picture] 

James: Wow! 

John: That's looking east. There's part of the lake there. That's the McGregor 
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Mountains actually and you can see the planer mill was there and part of the 
camp. It was on Hansard Lake. Not Aleza Lake. 

James: When did they built the second mill? 

John: Right afterwards. 

James: So within almost the same year, 1929? 

John: Yeah. I think they started building as soon as they cleared the debris away 
and started ... but it was then a smaller mill. And at that time things were getting 
tough with the 30s starting and the lumber market was not active. And they had to 
struggle pretty good. But anyway, he got it built and it prospered. 

James: Even in the 30s? 

John: Yeah. It was touch and go but they had to make every penny count. So in 
the meantime though, he bought out Tom Gale. I think that was probably after ... I 
don't know exactly when that happened, whether it was after the fire or what. And 
then my Dad and my uncle worked for him and so then my grandfather ... they 
went all through the 30s but he died in 19 ... I think 1941, my grandfather died. 
And then my uncle and my Dad took over. He left equal shares for them. 

James: And how long did they ... 

John: They ran it until about 1958 and sold out to a guy from Ontario. And I was 
there ... I stayed there til about '62 and then I left. 

James: You lived in Hansard Lake? 

John: Yeah, from Hansard Lake and I went to Giscome and worked for about a 
year and then I went all over the place, wound up here in Prince George. 

James: You lived there until 1960. What made you leave? 

John: Been there long enough and I could see that the guy that bought it out 
wasn't going to be successful and he did go broke actually, shortly after that. 

James: After he bought it? 

John: Yeah. He was a ... from Ontario. He was like a lumber salesman. He had a 
lumber selling business in Ontario but he wasn't like a mill manager or anything. 
You've got to be either one or the other. So that was his failure. 
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James: Then you went to Giscome? 

John: Yeah, I went to Giscome for about a year. And then I went from there to ... 

Bernice: Chetwynd. 

John: Yeah, I worked for Canfor, for Canadian Forest Products, at Chetwynd for 
about a year. 

Bernice: Just let me tell ... he was a planer man, you know what I mean. John, is 
very artistic. He makes all those chairs and all that rocking chair you see. He's a 
wood worker. 

James: That's beautiful. 

Bernice: Yeah, so what he liked to do was finish the lumber because that was the 
artistic part of it, so when he went to Giscome, he went there to learn the Stetson 
Ross planer in there. 

John: At that time they were starting to get the technology in mill machinery 
started to change then. They were getting more modem. Bigger planers, higher 
speed and everything else, so Giscome had just got two of them so I went there to 
learn the new equipment. 

James: And this was around '62? 

John: Yeah. I was there when President Kennedy got assassinated. That was '63 
but I was there before, a bit before that. So then I went from there to Canfor at 
Chetwynd, Canadian Forest Products, because they got another new planer, bigger 
and newer yet. So I was there '64-'65. 

Bernice: Yeah, we were there a year and a half, eh. '64-'66. 

John: Yeah, and then from there I went down to Mackenzie for BCFP because 
they built a brand new mill there, everything new, and they got another bigger 
machine bigger than the other one so I got on there. The reason I got on though ... 
because at Chetwynd for Canfor, and also at Mackenzie for BCFP because I had 
worked at Giscome. They had a very, very good reputation for specialized 
products. 

James: Canfor had? 

Bernice: No, Eagle Lake sawmills. 
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John: Eagle Lake sawmills. They called it Eagle Lake sawmills. 

Bernice: At Giscome. 

John: They had a good reputation for planing all kinds of variety of stock, a lot of 
pattern stock and other unique stuff. 

James: Oh so they were turning it ... maybe more trim and things like that, 
like turning out casings and things like that or baseboard? 

John: No, but it was a lot of finished material like they do on siding for houses 
and decking and all kinds of what they called pattern stock. They had a very good 
reputation for doing that and a very wide variety of this that a lot of the mills 
didn't put out because they had the equipment to do it. So I had the experience of 
working there and due to that experience I got onto the other mills because they 
said "hey, look at this guy. He was at Giscome". You know, "we have to take a 
look at that". 

Bernice: He got every job he applied for. 

John: So that's why actually I got on at Canfor in Chetwynd but also BCFP in 
Mackenzie. 

Bernice: That was when Mackenzie was a brand new instant town. It was cut right 
out of the forest and there was 30 houses when we went there. That's all. 

James: What year was this around? 

Bernice: 1966. 

John: They called it at first Alexandra Forest Products, was the first name. Box 
2700 wasn't it? 

Bernice: yeah. 

John: And then they changed it to Mackenzie. 

James: How long were you in Mackenzie for? 

John: 10 years. Right to the day. 

James: So what made you move from the different places to different places? 

Interview #49 The Tricks June 25, 2000 5 



John: Well after Mackenzie, they made a change in the mill I wouldn't like and it 
affected my position. 

James: In Giscome? 

John: Yeah, like I was head planer man .. . 

Bernice: At Mackenzie. 

John: Yeah, I was head planer man but then they wanted to break up that structure 
and have two of them and this and that and I thought that wouldn't work there. 
They were trying different things you know. So I'd been there 10 years so I 
thought "well that's long enough". So then I left there. I quit, and then I worked 
for Carrier Lumber who were situated at Mackenzie. They had a mill there. And 
they were going to set up a planer mill. They had a sawmill, brand new sawmill 
that Mr. Kordyban had built, and they were going to set up a planer but then after I 
started there, they changed their plans and decided to locate their planer mill in 
town and leave the sawmill there and ship lumber in. 

James: In Prince George? 

Bernice: Yeah, they called that Carrier Lumber. 

John: In Prince George yeah, which is situated right ... that's Carrier Lumber. 

James: Oh same company? 

John: Yeah same company. 

Bernice: So then he came to Prince George and he worked for Northwood, and 
that was in 1976 he came to Northwood. And that was like coming home because 
all of the guys from Giscome ... because Northwood had bought out Giscome and 
so all of the guys were ... a lot of them were working in Northwood. So for him it 
was like a coming home. 

James: When did Northwood buy out Giscome, do you know? 

Bernice: It would be in the '60s. 

John: It was in the 60s yeah. I would say later ... later on in the 60s. Then they 
shut the mill down. Northwood was buying mills left and right. Northwood 
bought Sinclair Mills Upper Fraser Mills, and then Giscome. They bought all 
those three just like that. 
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Bernice: And they also took over what was left of the timber rights. 

John: Well there was some confusion there because it was Cattermole that done 
all the salvaging and the cleaning up. 

[brief break to fix microphone so as to get Bernice's voice in as well] 

Bernice: So anyways, he's kind of got your history now, where you went, but what 
he really wants was what the community was like on the eastern line. That's what 
he really wants. 

John: Well you could write a book on that. 

James: They have an opening question, what do you remember most about 
living there? 

John: Okay, well just finish this part. 

James: Okay. 

John: Northwood, I done it for 16 Yi years. That's the longest. 

James: Here in Prince George? 

John: Here in Prince George, yeah and then I left. 

Bernice: But this house by the way was Canfor's house. 

James: The house we're in right now? 

Bernice: Yeah. 

John: It was whose house? 

Bernice: It was Canadian Forest Products house. 

John: yeah. 

James: So they had places in town that they owned ... 

Bernice: No, we bought it. It was for sale and we bought it. But they bought this 
for their managers. When they first located here, you know the pulp mill and 
everything, Canfor pulpmills and Intercon, they built this house for their managers 
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but after ... we bought it in '84 so by then they decided that they couldn't afford it, 
I guess, to keep the managers. So we bought this house just because we liked it. 
And I had to barter with Canadian Forest Products to buy this house. 

James: How did you do? 

Bernice: We did good, yeah. Like John's story is probably a book in itself but 
that's for another book. 

John: When I think back, the days out there, one thing comes to my mind. 

James: What's that? 

John: Steam! 

James: Why is that? 

John: Well steam run everything. It ran the big engines that ran the mills. It ran the 
water pumps. It ran the conveyors. It ran the drag saws. It ran the generators that 
produced electricity. It was blasting and belching out everything. 

James: Oh, some generators were gas driven? 

Bernice: No, no. 

John: What's that? 

James: The generators weren't gas driven? 

John: No, everything was steam driven. Steam for this, steam for that. And the 
railway would be next on my mind because that was the main mode of 
transportation and also that they shipped lumber. All those mills now we're 
talking about on the eastern line were right smack on the railway, so they shipped 
the lumber of course by rail. And then there was steam again, the steam engines, 
you know, pulling the trains. Passenger trains, freight trains, you name it. 

James: Was it coal or wood they used on the trains? 

John: Oil. I think at that time they got into oil. I guess right from the early days it 
was wood, then they went to coal, then they went to oil. But by that time I'm 
pretty sure they were using oil, actually. So steam had to be the big thing. It's 
gone now. 
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James: When did that change, when did the steam change? 

John: Well when all the mills shut down. 

James: This was after you left? 

John: Yeah. And then the new modem mills are all electric driven, with 
modernized ... electric motorized machinery. So the steam mill though ... like our 
mill had one big huge steam engine run the whole mill. And then there was all 
kinds of ... underneath the mill was all kinds of belts and pulleys and counter 
shafts and everything else. It was going from one machine to the other. 

James: Pretty intricate. 

John: Yeah. 

James: Have you noticed a big change between electricity and steam? 

John: Oh yeah there was. 

James: Any advantages or disadvantages? 

John: Well there is advantages with electricity because everything was motorized 
and they'd eliminate all those belts and shafts and gears and everything else, that 
had to transfer power from one machine to another, you see what I mean. There's 
only one thing though the steam had was that nothing would freeze up. Nothing 
would freeze up. It was its own source of energy as well as its own heater, to 
combat maybe the cold weather. 

James: Keep it warm in the shop ... 

John: Yeah. But a lot of the mills will shut down in the winter time. 

James: Why was that? 

John: Well due to the transportation was water. Like at our mill we logged all 
around the lake and they would bring the logs from one end of the lake to the 
other in a boom of logs towed with a boat. But in the winter that would freeze, 
you see, and you couldn't bring the logs in then the way the set up was. But like at 
Giscome though, in the early days, they shut down too but then they kept their 
mill going in the winter time. But they had what they called a 'hot pond' and they 
kept the ice from melting by circulating air through the water, right in the water 
where the pond was, near the jackladder of the mill. And that air circulating in 
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there would prevent the ice from freezing. 

James: They could get the logs that you wanted. 

John; They could get the logs up the jackladder then. But they done that in the 
later years. They would shut down also in the winter. What they would do is they 
would shut the mill down in the winter and then concentrate on the logging in the 
winter time. Logs, some in the summer no doubt but not as on the biggest scale as 
in the winter. And that's when they built the plank roads. Like you see that picture 
of the truck on the plank roads? That would be from summer logging. 

James: This was from summer logging? 

John: Summer logging, yeah. Winter logging, they didn't use the plank road. They 
went right on the frozen ground due to the frost. 

James: How would they pull it out? Would there be a truck or just a ... would 
they drive a truck on the frost? 

John: Well they would have a road made in the winter time and it would be frozen 
though and there would be no holes or sinkholes or nothing. It would be hard. 

James: Right, just drive right on top. 

John: Yeah, just drive right on it. You've got to plough the snow, of course, when 
it snowed. 

James: What did you do in the winter? Did you go out and log as well? 

John: Yeah. In the winter time we would work with the logging and I'd drive a 
logging truck, and I used to be a top loader and stuff like that. 

James: What's a top loader? 

John: Well you've got to stand on the load. When they load a load oflogs, they'd 
have what they call ajarnmer and that sits over top of it, then they'd have a line 
come right to a donkey winch and then they'd bring the logs up and they'd put 
them on. You had to make sure the logs were in the right places. Keep in mind 
now, there's no high stakes like you see in logging trucks now. You know, you 
see them now, they have big high stakes to hold them in. In them days, there 
wasn't. There was just small stakes and you had to load your logs just perfectly 
otherwise they would fall out. 
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James: There was nothing tying them down or anything? 

John: Yeah, nothing tying them down, nothing. You had to make sure you got 
them damn logs in the right place otherwise the driver would loose half his load. 
So it was kind of hard to do that. 

James: When you left that area, either Hansard Lake or Giscome, how did 
you feel about that? 

John: Well I'd been there a long time so you felt like ... well I had my stay there 
and was kind of eager to go to other places. But now, after going through the 
whole bit and I think back, I wish I was back there. My heart has always been out 
there on the eastern line, even though we lived up north and that. But I always felt 
... like we were 10 years in Mackenzie but I have no longing to be there, like at 
Mackenzie. My heart is still on the eastern line, because I had the whole lake there 
and it was great for hunting ducks and geese and stuff like that, and fishing in the 
lake. 

James: Now you were actually born there, were you not? 

Bernice: No. He said where were you born? 

John: I was born in Oshawa, Ontario. We all were born in the east. We came out 
in 1936 actually was when we hit this country. We came out on the train and my 
mother and I and my sister ... my Dad was already out here. 

James: Now this was in Hansard or Hansard Lake? 

John: Hansard Lake. 

James: Now those are two different places that ... there was a Hansard and a 
Hansard Lake, right. 

John: Yeah, that's right. It's a good thing you brought that up. You can get 
confused. First of all running down the line ... we called this the eastern line and 
we start off with so on and so on, but we got down here. Now Aleza Lake ... and 
then between Aleza Lake and Upper Fraser was our mill, Hansard Lake, and 
then you go past Upper Fraser and then there's Hansard again, but just Hansard 
period. And that was right on the river bank and that was where the ferry was to 
cross the river to go to Sinclair Mills. Keep in mind, from there on you're on the 
other side of the river, from going all from the east. We had the ferry there. And 
so there's a difference between Hansard and Hansard Lake. 
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Bernice: So his mill, S.B. Trick Lumber, was right on the shores of Hansard 
Lake but Hansard was a little community wasn't it? 

John: Yeah, there was a mill there at one time. 

James: Was there a community at Hansard as well? 

John: There was in the early days, yeah. There was a trapper that settled there 
1912. I never thought he was here that early. His name was Oly Hanson. He 
settled there even before the railway come through. 

Bernice: This was in Hansard, in Hansard itself. 

John: In Hansard itself. Oly lived at Hansard. He raised a family there. He was a 
trapper. He's mentioned a lot in that book by Jack Boudreau 's, Crazy Man's 
Creek. Have you read that? 

James: No, I haven't read that yet. 

John: Well that gives you a lot of ... 

James: I heard it's really good. 

John: Yeah, it is. That will give you a lot of the history in that area there, because 
Jack grew up in Penny, his family, so he talks about all that place. Farther down 
there it tells you where we were. 

James: Now where did your family live, when you lived ... when you had the 
mill at Hansard Lake, where did your family live? 

John: We lived in that house. 

James: In Hansard Lake? 

John: Small house, yeah. There was houses. Some houses. 

Bernice. But you did live in Prince George too. 

John: Yeah, well when we first came there it was in the summer and I hadn't 
started school yet so we stayed out there for about a year and then we got a house 
in town here. And then we'd come into town and started school, my sister and I. 

James: And what year was this around? 
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John: Probably '37-38. 

James: So your family lived in Prince George? 

John: Yeah, but at first, for a short time, we lived out at the mill. 

Bernice: And they always went back there for the summers. 

John: Oh yeah, we were going back and forth, you know, like summer holidays. 

James: So someone else would run the mill while you're ... 

Bernice: No, his Dad would stay out there and commute. 

James: Okay. 

Bernice: So he was kind of at the mill and the Mom was in town with the kids 
because the kids had to go to school 

James: How often did your Dad come in? 

John: Well he came in about every weekend. Keep in mind the roads weren't that 
good. But he'd come in on the train. They had a local train that would come in 
every second day. It was a freight train with a passenger car on it. And then they 
had a night passenger train that was about every second day and that would go at 
night time. Meeting a train was a big deal there in them days, on Saturday nights. 

James: Why was that? 

John: I don't know why but ... 

Bernice: Well it brought the ice cream. I wasn't there but I'd heard all the stories. 

John: Keep in mind that in them days, when the loggers and the lumberjacks 
wanted to .... They would come to town on their time off and that but if they 
wanted to go to the bright lights, Vancouver was unheard of. They went to 
Edmonton. Edmonton was the place to go because they could get right on the 
train at the mill and you'd get right off the train in the city of Edmonton. So 
Vancouver was unheard of. 

Bernice: The road was bad from here to Vancouver. It was like a trail, I guess, in 
those days. 
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John: Oh yeah, if you went down in the 30s or 40s to Vancouver, it was a 2 or 3 
day .... 

James: Oh no kidding! 

John: Oh yeah. It was a long drawn out ordeal and if you went through the canyon, 
it was narrow and if you met a truck, a freight truck, you had to pull over to let 
him by. I remember that, and you'd look out the window and you'd look down, 
you know, sheer drop 500 feet. There's lots of stories about going through that 
canyon. And so the thing was to go to Edmonton, and down at the railway station 
in town - it was a very, very main place at that time - there would be big posters of 
Jasper National Park, Calgary Stampede, Edmonton this, Edmonton that. 

James: And this was the railway station in ... 

Bernice: Right down on First. 

James: Oh, in Pri11ce George, okay. 

John: Prince George. It was a busy place then. And then papers, newspapers, there 
were three main papers. There was the Edmonton Journal of course, people would 
get. The guys would get that who work at the mill. And the Toronto Star. That 
was the main. And I don't know why, I could never figure out, but the Winnipeg 
Free Press. Geez, every place you went, everybody ordered by mail the Winnipeg 
Free Press. 

James: It must have been a good paper then. So when people worked for 
your Dad's mill, where did they live? 

John: Right in the mill, in the bunkhouse. 

James: They lived in the bunkhouses, eh. And how many people were 
working for ... 

John: Oh, there'd probably be ... after they built the second mill, there would 
probably be 45-50. 

James: Oh, so it was quite a big mill then? 

John: Yeah, but that includes the logging and the sawmill workers. 

James: And they would live in the bunkhouse? 
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John: Yeah. 

Bernice: But there were homes too. 

John: There were some homes, yeah. 

James: And these were in Hansard Lake? 

Bernice: These were at S.B. Trick Lumber. We're talking about the camp now. 

John: My grandfather ... another thing reminds me of those days too besides steam 
was horses. Horses were the thing. 

James: In what way? 

John: We had a big barn and we had ... they were used for logging and they used 
them around the mill for pulling this and pulling that and everything else. We had 
a big barn, we had lots of horses. 

James: Now what years were these around? 

Bernice: When you were a kid eh? 

John: Yeah, when we were a kid that was a big thing, you know. We'd give 
anything to maybe take the reins sometimes and drive them. 

James: When did they start phasing the horses out? When did they stop 
using them? 

John: In the 50s. We got our horses from Edmonton, sight unseen. We just trusted 
the guy that would ... they would want a team of draft horses eh, and they would 
trust the guy to send the team in. We got some good horses. Some weren't so 
good but most were good and we got our hay in McBride, from a farmer in 
McBride. They'd ship a whole car load of hay, boxcar full. I remember he would 
come with a bottle of whiskey before he'd ship his hay. McBride had some farms 
there you know. We got the horses from Edmonton and the hay from McBride and 
they'd ship a whole boxcar full of hay. And we'd have maybe, at times, probably 
at least 12-15 horses, big draft horses. We had a barn boss to look after them and 
the Yugoslavians had worked at our place. They were good horsemen. I think in 
the early days, in the old country, they were trained to look after horses. And one 
of them told me that they had to go in the army at that time, and of course in those 
days, the horse was the main thing in the army, and they learned how to look after 
them. But they could fix them up if they got sick or cut or whatever. 
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James: In the Yugoslavian army they'd learn how to ... 

John: Yeah, they were good horsemen. And we also raised pigs at the mill, for 
food. For the kitchen. And they would have the slop from the kitchen, it would be 
feed for them, and they would just buy a little bit of barley once in awhile. 

James: Feed for the horses? 

John: No, for the pigs. 

Bernice: So they always had their own pork, bacon and .... And they always ... 
those guys from Europe, you know, the Yugoslavians or whatever ... 

John: They were butchers too. 

Bernice: Yeah, they could do anything. 

John: They were good, yeah. 

James: And would they live in the bunkhouses? 

John: Yeah. 

Bernice: Well some would have their families there like Steve Gaul and them, 
they had their families. 

John: Yeah, there was a Hungarian ... two Hungarian brothers that lived there. 
They were good. One was a cook and one worked in the mill. But they were very 
good at butchering and things like that. Steve was a good cook. He made his own 
soap, you know, from the pig fat. He'd make soap. 

Bernice: Yeah. His grandfather grew a garden there too so they ... 

John: Oh, he grew a garden yeah. Yeah, he was very resourceful. 

James: And this was right near the ... 

Bernice: Right in the camp, yeah. 

John: He had a great big garden. He grew all the vegetables and strawberries and 
raspberries and gooseberries and raised the pigs. See in them days, it was tough in 
the 30s and you had to make every penny count. 
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James: Now were all these things, like the vegetable gardens, were they used 
to feed the guys at the mill? 

John: Yeah. The bull cook would look after the garden. 

Bernice: He probably doesn't know what a bull cook is. 

James: Yeah, that was my next question. 

John: They would get the fertilizer from the barn, like the manure from the barn. 

Bernice: Tell him what a bull cook is. 

John: He's the guy that packs the wood and water and stuff like that. 

Bernice: He does all the chores for the cookhouse. 

John: Sweeps out the bunkhouse and stuff like that. And we had guys that came 
from one mill to the other. In those days they never supplied blankets or anything 
so the workers would come from one mill to the other with their own blankets and 
the bunkhouse, in time, would get plagued with bedbugs so they'd have to 
fumigate the bunkhouses. And they would wait until the guys went to work and 
then they went into all their rooms and they put a bowl in each room and they put 
these 3 cyanide pellets in each bowl, about the size of an egg, and then they would 
pour acid into the bowl. The acid then would melt the pellets and create fumes and 
that would kill all the bed bugs. When the guys finished work they would have the 
place aired out by then. I remember when I was a kid and there were all these cots 
laid out, where they slept, you know. And I remember turning out this blanket 
from this bed and those god-damn bedbugs I'd see 3 or 4 of them. 

James: What were the bunkhouses like to live in? 

John: Fairly crude. They had just small cots and some of them would be double 
decker and some would be single. There'd be some private rooms, small rooms, 
where one would be by himself but most of them were one big room and all the 
cots strung all along the side. And then they would ... for recreation, they played 
cards was the biggest thing, and chess or checkers, where I learned how to play 
checkers then. There was very few radios. A lot of kids nowadays think, you 
know, there was TV forever and all that but at that time there wasn't that of 
course and there was very few radios because if you had a radio, you had to string 
out an aerial from one end of the room to another, and then you had to have a 
battery for it. So playing cards was the main thing. 
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Bernice: Probably a lot of poker, huh? 

John: Poker and blackjack in those days. And then the men in the bunkhouse, they 
always talked about the women so that when they went to town, they didn't talk 
about the women, they talked about the mill work. But anyway, seeing that ... they 
got along good though. 

James: The guys who worked at the mill? 

John: Yeah. they got along good. And I remember also on the trains, the guys 
riding the boxcars, going from one mill to the other. You'd see a train go by, all 
kinds of guys up on top of the boxcars. 

James: Just finding work? 

John: Just going God knows, finding work, and you often wondered, you know, 
where they're going and how far they're going to go. And then when the train 
would stop to switch cars, they would get off, some of them, and ask for work. 
And ifthere isn't any, they'd get back on the train again. 

James: Was there always quite a bit of work? 

John: Not always, no. The quite a bit of work started in the 50s and there was a 
shortage of men during the war years of course. There was lots of work for them 
then because a lot of guys were in the services. The army made a big ... the war 
made a big difference. 

James: Was there many women working in the mills during the war? 

John: None. 

James: Not during the war? 

John: It was strictly unheard of And our logging camp on the lake, one summer 
camp was on a float, sort of like a storybook I remember now when you think 
about it, because the bunkhouse was on a float, on a big raft,, and the cookhouse, 
and it was tied to the shore. 

James: Why would they put it out there? 

John: They could move it then from one location of the lake to the other. 

James: So it was a fairly good size lake then? 
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John: Yeah, not really big but not really small. About maybe 2 miles long and 
about a mile wide. I remember one time there was a hell of a storm and the 
bunkhouse broke loose and the guys woke up in the middle of the lake. Stuff like 
that you know. 

James: You said there was houses there too, who were they for? 

John: For ... probably the key men that worked in the mill, like the sawyer was a 
key man, and the filer you know. People like that. 

James: Were the houses in a little better shape? 

John: Yeah, they would fix them up themselves. Some of them ... a lot of them 
had wallpaper on them and stuff like that. 

James: Was there any families living there? 

John: Yeah. 

Bernice: Yeah, because they went to school at Aleza Lake. There was a 2 room 
school there. 

James: So there was a couple of families living at Hansard Lake at that time? 

John: Oh yeah, probably 3 or 4. Some had little bit bigger houses than others and 
so on but they all had to pack their water. Yeah, no running water. There was a 
creek right at the mill where we got the water. 

James: And this is all before, I guess, the 50s. 

John: Yeah. And even at Giscome, in the early days, they had to pack their water. 

James: When you moved there? 

Bernice: No. 

John: No, they had running water by that time but before that they had a big well 
pump at the mill yard where you pump with a big crank like you know, you see 
them on the farms and that. And the guys would come in from their house to work 
would bring a water pail or two and then leave it at the well pump and you'd see a 
whole bunch of empty pails around there, and so then coming from work they 
would fill up their pails and take them home. 
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James: When did they get running water? 

John: Probably in the 50s, the 40s actually. And electric lights started coming in. 
Keep in mind though, for lights in the early days, they didn't have electric lights. 
They had just coil lamps and gas lamps. 

James: When did the electricity come in? 

John: Probably in the 40s, late 40s, 50s. 

James: And this was all run by steam? 

John: Yeah, a lot of them were run by steam, the generators, from the mill 
actually. 

James: And actual power lines, do you know when they came in around? 

John: All that didn't probably come til ... 

Bernice: Well they weren't there when we left. 

John: Never did have natural power at Giscome. It was all from the mill. 

Bernice: Yeah, and Aleza Lake too. So that all had to be in the 60s and 70s that 
they finally got the power out there. 

John: Yeah, right. That come later. 

Bernice: You should tell James a little bit about the community of Aleza Lake. 
They basically want to know about that community. 

John: Well one thing I remember was, you'd go down to the general store on a 
summer night - and that was sort of out of the storybook too - the whole area was 
sprinkled with homesteaders and trappers and bachelors. 

James: Do you know what time period this was around about? 

John: It would be in the 30s, 40s. And they would be all sitting outside on a bench 
you know, talking and chewing tobacco, stuff like that. They were single, you 
know. And then in the winter time they had a row of chairs in the store they would 
all sit. And there were trappers, homesteaders, single guys that worked in the mill. 

Bernice: And tell him about Aleza Lake. I mean I didn't see this but I've heard 
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this how it was a bit of a resort area at one time. 

John: It was. The community ... keep in mind now they had great community 
spirit amongst all those mills ... 

James: In all the towns along the east line? 

John: Yeah, and they would hold the dances and stuff to raise money and stuff 
like that. And at Aleza Lake they had a dance hall they all built and then they had 
a little park there. This is on Aleza Lake now, not Hansard Lake. 

James: And this is in the 30s and 40s. 

John: Yeah, and even in the 20s. And then they had the dance hall and a little park 
and it was right near the shore of Aleza Lake and they had a place to swim. But 
they had a float they made with a diving board and stuff like that and changing 
houses, where they could change, and then they had a little float that was sunken 
in the water a foot or so for the kids to swim in. 

James: Where did the people come from? 

John: They were living right at Aleza Lake. They worked in the mill. 

Bernice: They'd come from as far as Pri11ce George though, didn't they? 

John: Well yeah, they'd go there for a Sunday afternoon. They had picnic tables 
and stuff. They would come on a Sunday afternoon as far as Pri11ce George to 
spend an afternoon there. And there was ballgames. Ball game was the big thing. 

Bernice: Ball was big. Every mill had their own team. 

John: Yeah, one mill played against the other. 

James: Did your mill have a team? 

John: Yeah, we used to play against Upper Fraser, Si11clair and Giscome. 

Bernice: They were called the Trick Mill Tigers. 

James: Really? 

Bernice: Yeah. 
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John: And before that, there was another ball team before that and it was a 
baseball team. I don't know what the hell they called the baseball team but they 
would come in and play Prince George actually. They were very competitive. 
And then we would go down to Sinclair Mills. They'd have to cross the ferry and 
play Sinclair Mills on a Sunday afternoon. Sinclair Mills people were very, very 
great people. They would have lunches and all that you know, and sort oflike a 
festival. 

James: So it was a good way to get the community together? 

John: Yeah, they did that yeah. And then they would hold dances and you'd go 
from one place to the other and stuff like that. 

James: People would go to other people's dances? 

John: Oh yeah. If there was a dance we'd go to Giscome or Upper Fraser or 
Sinclair. And then there was the ball thing and the picnic thing, stuff like that. 

Bernice: You should tell James just a couple of stories about the characters. I 
mean I like the stories within the stories. Tell him for example about the man 
called Joe McKnight that came to work at the mill. 

John: Well we had a guy come at our mill, just got off the freight train, asked for a 
job and he spoke to my grandfather and he gave him a job and his name was Joe 
McKnight and he came all the way from Tennessee. 

James: Long ways. 

John: It was a long ways. There's a story to it. Apparently his Dad ... he never 
hardly told anybody for years later but his Dad ... he came from a wealthy family, 
and his Dad had a plantation there but there was a problem. Something happened. 
I don't know exactly what, but anyway, he just drove his car up to the station in 
Tennessee and got out and jumped on the train and wound up all the way at 
Edmonton. Didn't say anything to anybody back there. 

James: No kidding? 

John: Yeah. 

Bernice: So they never knew what happened to him. 

James: His family didn't know? 
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Bernice: His family did not know. 

John: No, his family didn't know anything. And so anyway, he stayed at our place 
for years. He worked and was a night watchman and a fireman, keep minding the 
boiler. We had to keep steam up all the time so they had to have a man on there. 
And he was big and he talked with a drawl and he was a kind, gentle person, and 
he had expressions ... like if you asked him where is so and so, instead of saying 
"he went over that way", he would say "he went over yonder". He liked turnips. 
He must have been raised on them. Anyway, years went by and he befriended 
someone out there pretty good. They used to listen to the radio, listen to ball 
games and stuff, and this guy told him. Finally he said ... 

Bernice: This is years later. 

John: Years later. He said "you should make contact .. . " 

[ end ofside one] 

James: We're part way through a story that Mr. Trick is talking about a 
gentleman named Joe McKnight and many years later he befriended 
someone you said? 

John: He befriended a person out there, Alec Daniluck. He was a sawyer, come 
from Alberta. But anyway they got to be pretty good friends so Alec ... Joe in the 
meantime had a girlfriend. He got to be pretty good ... he acquired a girlfriend 
anyway and then she left him for someone else and he was very distraught about 
it. So I remember, he never drank or anything. He always took care of himself 
good and when he went to town he dressed up good and everything. But I 
remember he came into our building one night and he was drunk and I was 
shocked, you know. So after he left ... he came in to see some guy but I could see 
he was lurching and staggering and that and I said to this fellow that he'd come in 
to see, I said, "what's going on with Joe?" So the guy said he lost his girlfriend. 
Anyway, this friend then talked him into contacting home so he did. I guess it was 
kind of a surprise that everything had happened. All of a sudden a big flood of 
letters come, wondering where he was and everything. And he had inherited all 
kinds of money. So after about a year he went back and I heard that he met 
someone else and settled down and he was ... 

Bernice: Independently wealthy. 

James: So he went back down to the States then? 

John: Yeah, he went back there and died there. He went back to Tennessee. 
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Bernice: And tell him about the man called Cariboo John because he's such a 
character. 

John: Yeah, he's mentioned quite a bit in Jack Boudreau's book. He was a 
trapper that lived at Aleza Lake and he was sort oflike a ... he was kind of portly, 
robust, Santa Claus type of guy and moved slow and didn't do anything in a hurry. 
And he trapped every winter and that's about it. And he lived in a little shack right 
by the store. Anyway, he would go in the winter time up his trapline out in the 
MacGregor River country and trapped and would come out in the spring with all 
his fur and then he would stay at Aleza Lake for the summer and fish and swim. 
And then he taught young kids how to swim and stuff like that. He would take 
them out on a boat fishing, like that, and very easy going type. And at that time in 
the 40s when it was hard to get men in the mill during the war, you had a hell of a 
time to get him to come down and work in the mill. He'd always take off. But he 
lived out there for years. 

Bernice: But very frugally. Like just a shack, you know what I mean. Just maybe 
patch it up once in awhile. Tell him about the rain coming down. 

John: Well he lived in this small shack and he read western magazines. He had 
big piles of the goddam things piled up. We used to go in there once in awhile. 
And one time the roof started leaking right above his bed, right on top of him. So 
instead of getting up and fixing the roof, he just rolled over a little bit. Instead of 
getting wood ahead of time, you know, stocking up in wood, he would just get 
enough to make a meal and then when that was gone and another meal was due, 
he would head up the hill behind his place and chop some more wood. 

James: And he lived right in Aleza Lake? 

Bernice: Yeah, right beside the store. 

James: In Aleza Lake, was there like a hotel there or a pub there ... 

John: There was, in the early days, a hotel there. A skating rink and a pool hall. 

James: What were the early days? Like what years around? 

Bernice: We're talking probably 30s. 

John: In the 30s and 20s. But they burned down. A lot of buildings in those days 
succumbed to fire. 

James: Why do you think? 
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John: Due to I think two things, coal oil lamps and gas lamps, and inadequate 
chimneys. 

Bernice: And probably the heating, you know, they'd be heating with wood and 
they'd probably overheat the heater. And they probably had one of those, you 
know, airtight heaters and it would just get red. 

John: Yeah, and it would huff and puff away, you know. Geez it's a wonder a lot 
more places didn't bum down. First time we lit a gas lamp when we were kids and 
it flared up you know. Jesus! There were a lot of fires. I went down to Aleza Lake 
one time in the summer time. I was just young and it was a sunny Sunday morning 
like this, and I went down ... walked down from the mill... 

Bernice: It was about a mile and a half, eh? 

James: To Aleza Lake? 

Bernice: Yeah, from the mill to Aleza Lake. 

James: The mill in Hansard Lake? 

John: Yeah. I come to the store. And I walked down there Sunday morning. I used 
to go down there because there were kids there that I used to play with and stuff 
like that, and so I went down there and I noticed a lot of people out in front of the 
store and they all had white shirts on and everything, you know, and I couldn't 
figure out what was going on. So there's a wagon there with a horse and 
apparently someone had died, a woman. An old woman had died. And they were 
all set to bury her. They had a graveyard there, you know. 

James: Oh they did have a graveyard in Aleza Lake? 

John: Oh yeah. 

Bernice: It's still there. It's not registered or anything but it's still there. 

John: So anyway, they all got together and they loaded the box on the wagon and 
we all took off following the wagon down the road to the graveyard. They went in 
to the graveyard and they come around to it, when they come around and it's on a 
hill called Birch Hill and then I was there and when I got there I remember they 
were still digging the grave but just about finished. 

James: And this is when you're a young boy? 
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Jolm: Yeah, this would be in the 30s. So they buried here just like you see in the 
movies and someone said a few words you know, and then they lowered her in, 
and then shoveled dirt in. 

James: So when did you move to Prince George then as a child? 

John: Well right after we had come. We were going out there a lot. 

James: Oh I see. You'd go out and visit still. 

John: Yeah, we'd go to the mill and back to town. A lot of times we spent all our 
summer holidays out there and go out there some weekends. 

Bernice: Tell him the story that you just told me because it shows the difference of 
today and yesteryear when the sawyer, when you and Mary Pat, your sister, had 
to take him his coffee. I mean I can't believe this. 

John: Well the sawyer was Emil Thorne. They were a Swedish family that lived 
there, right at the mill. They had come from Manitoba. But anyway they landed at 
our mill and Emil Thome was a sawyer who was a head man at the mill, no doubt 
about it. The sawyer was the king of the whole crew. He was above everybody. 

Bernice: And you know what a sawyer is? He saws. 

James: Right. 

Bernice: He saws the lumber. 

John: Yeah, he had to run the carriage back and forth, and two levers like that you 
know and he would ... with the other level, he would turn the logs with the turning 
bar, we called it the nigger bar. I wonder why they called it the nigger bar, never 
did know. The carriage would whiz back and forth you know, like you see in this 
picture here. Here's the head rig there you see. He's the sawyer. Here's the <logger 
and setter. This is at Giscome. [looking at a picture]. This is the sawyer there. He 
runs it back and forth. There's the band saw. The band saw ... we had a circular 
there. This is called the setter. That's called the <logger. A two man carriage. 
Anyway, it would zing back and forth like crazy. Anyway, the Thome family, 
being Swedish, they had to have their coffee. Jesus, I'm telling you. If they didn't 
have their coffee they would die. And Mrs. Thome, I remember, she cranked the 
coffee machine and she would put beans in it, you know, and crank the goddam 
thing to grind the grounds up. So anyway, he had to have his coffee right at a 
certain time of the morning. See in those days they never got coffee breaks. 
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James: Oh they didn't? 

John: No, no. They went steady. 

James: Lunch and all? 

John: They had to stop for lunch but no stops in between. But a lot of the guys got 
spelled off anyway as far as I could see. So Mrs. Thorne's job was to ... at a 
certain time, to come down to the mill with a tray, covered with a cloth and there 
would be ... I would have thought about that story later, there would be a small pot 
and then a bun, one bun in a dish. She baked all of her bakery, a lot of these 
special Swedish like buns and then the cup and some milk and sugar, but it was 
always on a tray covered with a cloth. So she would take that up behind him and 
he'd be right there working away to beat hell, then she would pour the coffee into 
the cup. She kept it in the pot so it would stay hot. Then she'd set the cup on the 
little shelf right there, then in between this and that, he would grab it and take a 
sip and then a bite from his bun. See now you're standing behind it, you see, 
watching all this. Sometimes she couldn't get down to do that so myself or my 
sister had to ... she asked us to go down and we'd do that ritual. 

Bernice: Right in the bloody mill, right in the mill while he's sawing. Can you 
imagine? 

John: Sawdust and steam flying all over, hell of a racket. 

Bernice: So they'd have to wait there til he finished and then take the tray home. 
And today it would be unheard of. 

John: Well we thought nothing of it. I remember that. She had everything just so 
she baked those Swedish buns and they were curly on top, you know, it was real 
Swedish. And then they were shiny. She never put icing on them but she'd shine 
them with some kind of syrup or sugar stuff Anyway, that was the ritual every 
morning. Geez, God help ifhe didn't get his cup of coffee. 

James: Did she have the bakery in town? 

Bernice: No, this was just a housewife, looking after her husband. 

John: I remember in her house, they had a little pantry. You ever see them? 

James: Yeah, I know what a pantry is. 

John: Yeah, a little room where they would do nothing but the bakery. She would 
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bake .... And then she had a washroom also in a shed outside that they wash 
clothes. It was different from the house where she washed. Well anyway, our job 
anyway was to ... if she couldn't do it some days, she was tied up, was to do that, 
take that down in a little pot, a cup, the bun on a saucer, and everything was just 
so. And we had to pour it then. She had it in a pot, you see, to keep it hot. 

James: Was there a church in Aleza Lake at all? 

John: Later on they built a church about halfway between Aleza Lake and 
Hansard Lake. 

James: Is it the little one that's still out there now, the same one? 

John: Yeah. 

Bernice: It's the same old church. 

John: Same one, still standing. They built that probably in the early 50s. We had a 
bunch come from St. Paul Alberta, French people. First the Hanley Family come 
and then you know, they've got lots ofrelatives and they would send word and 
then the Girards come and the Poulins come and the Blanchetts come and the 
Robsons come, and them being staunch Catholics, they built this church. And the 
Catholic priest lived in Giscome and he would come down every Sunday and they 
would have their services. But that was the only church. 

James: Now you said there's people from Yugoslavia there and French 
Canadians. Now was there quite a mixed community of people? 

John: Yeah. 

Bernice: Hungarian. 

John: The Yugoslavians all come over to Canada in the 20s and then they filtered 
out here and there, but a lot of them come to the Prince George area. Here's one 
right here. 

Bernice: That gives him an idea of Pete's picture up at the top. 

John: Here's one there. His name was Pete Pedropovich. 

James: And he was from ... 

John: Yugoslavia. They were interesting people. They left ... they were married 
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you know, they were young when they left Yugoslavia and they just left their 
wives and everything and come over and that was it. 

Bernice: And never went back. They always sent money home. 

James: They wouldn't send their wives over? 

Bernice: No. 

John: But during the war years everything was frozen as far as mail and that was 
concerned, but then after the war, the mail started coming through. And then 
they'd start sending ... the mail would come through, the wife is still there, kids 
growing, and they would send money home then. 

James: And never go back and visit? 

John: Well a lot of them did, after they retired. I would say a dozen I know went 
back but some of them didn't. Pete never went back. I don't know why. 

James: That's really unique eh? 

John: Yeah. 

James: Imagine spending your life away from your ... 

John: Yeah. 

James: I'd be sad. 

John: As far as I know there was no problems when they left or anything. 

James: How long would they stay in Canada for then? 

John: They would come over in the 20s and a lot of them went back late 40s and 
early 50s and died there. 

James: They spent quite a long time here then? 

John: Oh yeah, 20 years. When they went back ... I found out though from this 
guy saying and that guy saying, that they lived like kings. They went back with a 
pretty good bankroll and the money was ... the dollar would buy a lot. 

James: There was lots of different types of people in the community, how did 
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everyone get along as far as different .... 

John: Good. They would all sit playing poker and they would talk a foreign 
language, whether they talked Yugoslavian or Ukrainian or what, but they all 
seemed to understand one another. I'll tell you, a key man also in the mill in them 
days, like I mentioned, the sawyer was a key man. He was top man. Another key 
man you never hear of nowadays is the blacksmith. The blacksmith was a key man 
because not only did he shoe the horses and done stuff in that nature, but if there 
was a breakdown in the mill, he was there to fix ... help the millwright fix ... like 
the babbit bearings and replace shaftings and stuff like that. And the blacksmith is 
a completely dying, died out trade. But I remember we had a blacksmith shop and 
I'd be down there in the blacksmith shop, turning the blower for him and watching 
him make bolts and everything else. We had one blacksmith, he was right out of a 
story book. His name was Stanley Hubinsky. He was big, and his arms were so 
big, I remember that he couldn't do his shirt cuff up. He had to have a string, an 
extension. He was powerful. 

James: I can imagine, just from pounding iron. 

John: But they would make everything, they would make anything in the 
blacksmith shop. 

James: So you wouldn't have to ... as far as getting your groceries and things 
like that ... 

John: We got them in Prince George, or in the little store at Aleza Lake. At 
Lorne Lyle's store. 

James: Getting back to the blacksmith then, if you wanted tools and things 
like that, would he make them or ... 

John: He'd make his own tools, oh yeah. He'd make his hammer and tongs and 
everything. He'd buy the odd thing. We had one blacksmith there that was named 
Mike somebody, he would make all his tools and he made his toolbox, and then 
he even made the padlock. He wouldn't buy nothing. I remember the guys getting 
married. A lot of the guys that worked in the mill were single and they'd get 
married and they would order them through the company, all the essentials they 
needed for their house. And the train would come and they would load the stuff 
off the train, and there would be a stove, a table ... and you always seen the same 
thing, a washtub and a scrub board. 

James: Where would it come from? 
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John: From Prince George, from Marshall Wells. Marshall Wells and Mac and 
Mac were the two big wholesalers. And the mills all done business with them, 
buying all kinds of hardware and stuff for the mills. 

James: Now the guys in the community who got married and stayed out on 
the east line, where would they meet the women to get married? 

John: They would meet them mainly in the community. Or else in Prince George. 
Most of them would meet them out there. I met her out there. 

James: What were single women doing out there at the time? 

Bernice: Well I was a school teacher. I went out there to teach. 

James: In Aleza Lake? 

John: Yeah. 

Bernice: I taught there for 4 years. 

James: What time period did you come out to Aleza Lake? 

Bernice: That would be late 50s. 

John: A lot of them were daughters from families that homesteaded there, 
actually. 

Bernice: And then you know, there'd be families in the mill, families in the mills, 
the daughters and the sons would marry. 

James: Did you live long in Aleza Lake yourself? 

Bernice: We left there in '62 so I wasn't there very long. When I came there, my 
father-in-law, John's Dad, whose name by the way was Ambrose Joseph, A.J. 
Trick, he was in the process of selling the mill at that time, you know, so I wasn't 
really in on all that early stuff, you know what I mean. But it was a very close knit 
community and everybody helped everybody. If somebody was sick, well we'd be 
there to look after them. It was very close knit. 

James: How many grades did you have then? 

Bernice: I had grades 1-4. And another school ... and that was the grades 5-8 or 5-
7. 
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James: Oh, so there was two schools in Aleza Lake at the time? 

Bernice: Yeah. 

John: For years though there was just the one and then they added another one as 
the town got a little bigger. 

James: And the one was right through 1 - 8? 

John: Yeah. Aleza Lake kind of went in two phases. There's a book onAleza 
Lake you know? 

James: What was the name of the book, do you know? 

John: It's called They Way it Was, by Ethel MacCarther. And there's a lot of 
information in there how that town grew up and thrived. 

Bernice: I've got the book. It's by Ethel... 

John: I've got the book if you'd like to borrow it and go through it. 

James: That would be great, yeah. 

John: Yeah, you'd get a lot from that on the living here. 

James: Do you think it would be in the library? 

John: No, they were selling it out the museum. Of course that's closed now. It 
might be in the library. 

Bernice: It could be. Ethel MacCarther lives right in town. 

James: Oh she's still ... 

Bernice: Yeah. 

James: Is it Mc ... 

Bernice: Ar ... big A, r, t, h, u, r. What's his first name? 

John: Neil. 

Bernice: Neil McArthur. 
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John: He worked for my Dad. 

James: In the mill too? 

Bernice: Yeah. 

James: Are they still here in ... 

Bernice: Yeah they moved ... 

John: That's how they met. Now he come as a truck driver, Neil did, from Alberta 
and Ethel grew up inAleza Lake. She was part of the Lyle Family. 

Bernice: Her Dad had the general store. 

John: Her Dad had the general store. 

James: In Aleza Lake? 

Bernice: Yeah. They live on 6th A venue, that new apartment there. 

John: Yeah, 6th and Vancouver. 

James: Nice place. I walk down there quite a bit. I live down near that end. 

John: Anyway she grew up there. Anyway, what was I going to say? About 
meeting people. Oh yeah, there's one person that was more popular ... she was a 
woman, more popular than anybody. All the loggers and lumber jacks talked 
about her continuously. And this is the person right here [ shows another picture]. 

Bernice: But she lived in Prince George. 

John: She lived in Prince George, but her name was Carmen Elliot and she ran 
the biggest bawdy house in the north here. 

Bernice: Like a brothel, like a ... 

John: Yeah, it was right in town here. Everybody knew Carmen and that's why I 
put her picture up here because she fits in with all those lumberjacks and all that 
you know. But everybody knew Carmen. 

Bernice: Tell ... there was two other stories I wanted you to tell him. Tell him the 
story about what the roads were like coming to town and the story your Dad told 
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you about the ... 

John: Coming to town was an ordeal because ... 

James: This was by road or by train? 

Bernice: By road. 

John: It was a gravel road, not much gravel and if it rained you could get stuck or 
just slide off it. 

James: In the winter was it closed? 

John: Winter in the early days, it was closed. They didn't plow it. Later on they 
started to plow it. 

James: When did they start plowing around? 

John: Probably in the 40s some time. But in the 30s they didn't. But they had the 
train anyway. We had the train. We had the night passengers and the weigh 
freights and all that so there was no real sweat. 

James: Was there a need to come to town that often? 

John: No. 

James: Everything was out in the community? 

John: Yeah, and a lot of people didn't have cars actually. But anyway, when you 
did come to town, it would be hot and dusty. The road would be dusty in the 
summer time and you couldn't open your window because the dust would get in 
the car. And then we were kids, we'd get car sick and we'd have to stop and throw 
up. And Dad would be smoking in there. You talk about smoking nowadays, 
Christ if they ever went through that, they'd really have something to talk about. 
They'd all be dead for sure. Then anyway, then the real hazard was floods in the 
spring time. The water would come up in various places and flood the highway. 

James: From the Fraser? 

John: No. From Eagle Lake, was bad. The end of Eagle Lake, the road went along 
... skirted along the lake and the lake would rise up and flood the road. 

Bernice: That's where the Giscome mill is. 
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James: How close is the road to where it used to be at Eagle Lake. 

John: It's the same road. 

Bernice: But they've changed it a bit. 

John: Except they've got it paved and they've got it ditched. When they put the 
ditches in it took care of a lot of the water. The water would flood also on the 
New/ands flats because they didn't have the ditching proper. 

James: On the east end of the lake then? 

John: Yeah. New/ands is ... there's Eagle Lake and then you come to New/ands is 
the next little community. There's nothing there now actually. But anyway, in the 
spring time was the worst though because the frost boils would come through and 
it would be all soupy. And you'd get stuck, I'm telling you, sometimes, Jesus. 

James: How did you get out? 

John: Well guys would come along and push and pull or if you're close to a guy 
with a team of horses, you'd get him to hitch his team up and pull you out and 
stuff like that. No one ever died of starvation, I don't think. But anyway, after 
going through years like that, and especially going through those frost boils, you'd 
get hung up on them if you didn't have the proper clearance. So after going 
through years of that, we'd come to town and we'd see new cars come on the 
market and we wouldn't bother looking at what colour the car was or how big the 
motor was or anything else, the first thing we'd look at was to see how much 
clearance it had. If it had lots of clearance, that was it. But one obstacle was the 
willow river hill and that thing was winding and long but it had a curve on the 
bottom, you couldn't get a run at it. When you went around that curve, well you'd 
spin out, like in the winter time. You'd spin out and have to back down and try 
again, or else put your chains on. So anyway, my Dad was coming ... he had the 
story, he was coming to town in the early morning and he went around the curved 
hill and went up but he spun out and backed all the way down. So as he was 
coming down he was wondering whether he should put the chains on or not and 
this model T come along with two guys in it and they said, "having trouble?" He 
said, "yeah, I spun out". "Well they said not with us, just watch us". So the model 
T took off [inaudible??] with a roar around the curve and he could hear it, you 
know, and then there was nothing. Silence. So then he'd heard this scraping, 
scrunching sound and he couldn't figure out what the hell was going on. So he 
was watching, around the curve a car comes sliding down, but upside down. He 
slid down the hill. Probably went up and went sideways and come down sideways 
but then tipped over, you know, on the way down. 
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Bernice: The guys were still in it, eh. 

John: Yeah, the guys were still in it. It looked like one guy was still steering. 

Bernice: And then I wanted you tell him one more story and that's all I can think 
of about when you were a kid you used to go and visit that old trapper, but I forget 
his name. 

John: Yeah, there was a trapper that trapped on the end of Hansard Lake ... there 
was a creek, you see, goes from Hansard Lake .... To begin with there's a creek 
that goes from Aleza Lake to Hansard Lake, then to Fraser River. 

James: Still there? 

John: Still there now. And then there's a creek that goes from Hansard Lake to the 
river, the Fraser River. And he trapped at the east end of Hansard Lake on that 
creek, but he lived close to Upper Fraser mill on the riverbank. His name was 
Herb Tiffany and he had come from Lake of the Woods in Ontario, probably 
back in the 20s. And he was a big towering guy, with a big hat and hip waders on, 
you know. And I was just a young kid. I used to look up at him and think he was 
just something. Jesus, he'd always have a packsack and those hip waders and talk 
slowly you know, in a gruff. So I used to go down to his cabin. Well there'd be 
carcasses of this and that out there. So I used to follow him to go on his trap line so 
we used to walk out to the creek and get on his boat and paddle up the creek. I 
would help him paddle and he would pick up muskrats and mink and stuff like 
that. He lost one hand years ago and he had a hook there so they called him 
Rookie. His real name was Herb but they called him Rookie anyway. But anyway, 
he was a real character. But he lived there for years but he packed it up one day 
and moved back to Ontario. 

Bernice: But tell him about when you'd have your ... he'd feed you. 

John: Well he would cook ... when we came back from the trap line, he would 
cook something. He would cook bannock and fried potatoes and stuff like that, 
and beaver meat. 

James: What does that taste like? 

John: Fatty pork. But being young, you'd eat anything. But one time though, he 
came down to the mill one time and they had a skunk in the barn that was bugging 
everybody. The damn thing was up in the loft and every time the barn boss went 
in there, the skunk would come and then the barn boss would get excited and 
everything else. So anyway, Herb showed up, Rookie showed up, and my Dad 
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was there and my uncle and they said "lookit", he said to Herb. "We've got a 
problem with a skunk in the barn. Can you shoot the skunk without the stinking?" 
and he said "well I'm the only guy that can do that. You asked the right man". So 
they walked over to the barn and opened the door and sure enough the skunk 
pokes a head out from way up in the loft so he ups with his gun, takes a careful 
aim and bang, the skunk tumbles down and falls right in the oat bin, a huge big 
oat bin, you know, with all kinds of oats in there. And stink, I'm telling you. It 
stunk. But anyway, just for spite, he walks in ... and that goddamn skunk was 
smelling. You ever been up close to a skunk that smelled? 

James: Yeah. 

John: Just to show them that it didn't stink, he walks in, picks it up by its tail ... it 
was dead, puts it in his packsack and walks down the track. Those guys couldn't 
get within 50 feet of it. They had to shovel out all the oats. 

Bernice: As far as he was concerned it didn't stink. 

John: Threw out all the oats and .... I used to be fascinated by him. I used to go 
down there and a lot of the .... there was Herb Tiffany and Billy Yost and 
Cariboo John and the Phillips homestead and all that, they were all sprinkled 
here and there. All around they had their cabins, amongst others. And Ernie 
Gardner. So they would visit one another. 

James: This was in the Aleza Lake area? 

John: Yeah in the Aleza Lake area. They would visit one another and they would 
take off to visit so and so for a few days and they would always have a gunny sack 
... like they grew their vegetables you know, potatoes, the basics. 

James: Did most people do that? 

John: Oh yeah. Everybody had a potato patch for one thing. Even the old trappers 
and homesteaders. They grew all their basic things like turnips and potatoes and 
that and they would have that in the sack to go to this other guy. And also, another 
thing though, a bottle of moonshine. They all made moonshine. 

Bernice: No wonder they stayed for a few days. 

John: Yeah, they all made moonshine. You see, they didn't have to go to town to 
buy liquor because they had it actually. Yeah, they all had moonshine. That stuff 
was powerful. When we first came to ... 
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James: So there was no buying liquor from the grocery store? They'd all just 

John: Yeah, they would get the odd bottle from town no doubt but a lot of them 
had their moonshine. And it was strong. My Dad and I, when we first came into ... 
in the early years, in the 30s, we went down ... he took me down one time to 
Hansard. Now this is Hansard, and there's an old homesteader there, his name 
was Joe Gaunier, he lived right there by the ferry and he used to run the ferry 
back and forth. Joe was ... he's French. 

James: The ferry across the river? 

John: Yeah. His job ... he was paid by the government to run the ferry back and 
forth, but he had his homestead right there and he had his barns, his shack and 
everything else. But he was very primitive. But anyway, he was quite a character 
so he would be living by himself and kind of got paranoid. He'd watch anybody 
coming and this sort of thing. But anyway he was good friends with my Dad so 
my Dad and I went to his shack and my Dad and him got into the moonshine. So 
as young as I was, when my Dad came out, I was wondering how the hell we were 
going to get home. But luckily the road going down there was a very ... just half a 
trail and half a road, but it had two ruts in it from the previous rain but he didn't 
have to steer. All he had to do is get in the ruts and it would steer by itself. But 
Joe Gaunier was quite a guy. He bragged two things, that he was a cook in his 
early day. Not a camp cook but he was a chef in the best hotels. No camp cooking 
for him. This is like back east. And Rocket Richard was his nephew. That's what 
he would say anyway. 

Bernice: Maybe he was. 

John: Maybe he was. I don't know. But anyway, I was wondering how we were 
going to get home, and like I say, with those ruts in the road, my Dad didn't have 
to steer anyway. All he had to do was step on the gas. But the mosquitos were bad 
down there. 

Bernice: Yeah, black flies. 

John: Terrible. 

Bernice: The little noseeums. Oh geez. 

John: Oh the mosquitos at Hansard, you wouldn't believe. Joe of course would 
have no screens but you know what he'd do, he'd light a smudge right in the 
shack, a big smudge, the smoke would billow out. People not knowing would 
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drive by and see the smoke pouring out and think his place was on fire. Many a 
guy would run there yelling "fire!" 

James: What was he using to smudge? What was he burning? 

John: Grass, he'd burn green grass. 

James: And that would get rid of them? 

John: It would help yeah. They burned green grass and maybe a little bit of dry to 
keep the fire going but mostly green grass. 

James: Was there like richer and poor people in the community, in the Aleza 
Lake community? Was there a difference between rich and poor people in 
Aleza Lake. 

John: No. 

Bernice: No, because they all worked ... pretty well all worked at the mill so they 
were pretty well blue collar workers. Everybody was equal. 

John: The store owner probably was regarded as ... 

Bernice: Prominent. 

John: Prominent, yeah. Because he had some land there also. He had a barn and 
things like that and he had a fairly big store with a lot of buildings built on it 
actually. And he was quite a character too. He had a museum in the store, he had 
an Elephants tooth. 

James: A museum? 

Bernice: A little one. 

John: Little one. Just a small cabinet in the store. 

Bernice: Elephants tooth. 

John: Special shaped rocks and stuff. And if you started talking about jack knives, 
he'd whip into the back and come out with a bunch of jackknives that he'd saved. 
And if you'd start on about watches, he'd whip in the back and come back with a 
whole bunch of watches, you know. 
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James: And this was right in Aleza Lake? 

Bernice: Right in the community. 

James: Was any women working outside of the home at all then, or was it all 

John: All men. 

Bernice: Except us school teachers. 

John: When he had the store, he sold everything at the general store, clothes and 
groceries and canned goods and every damn thing. Once in awhile he'd get ice 
cream in, which was a big treat. But if a woman came in and wanted women's 
wear, like underwear, which they would have to buy, he would get his wife then. 

Bernice: See this is before my time. 

John: Yeah, he would get his wife to come out and wait on her if she was getting 
something intimate like that. 

James: That's good. 

Bernice: Personal items. 

John: Yeah, he would get his wife, or his daughter. He had three daughters. 

Bernice: And one of them is Ethel, that wrote that book. 

John: She was adopted. He had three daughters by the family but she was adopted. 
Her parents died young and they adopted her so he had 4 altogether then. 

James: Was there a place for women to get together ... like was there a 
woman's group or ... 

John: Yeah, they would have coffee together but not a real organization. 

Bernice: Not much organizations that I remember. 

John: They would get together with the men if they had what they called a box 
social where they would have a dance. Each woman would bring like a shoe box 
full oflunch and they would raffle all that off to collect money. 
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Bernice: Yeah, it actually stems from the prairies I guess. 

John: It probably did, yeah. 

James: Someone else was saying the same thing about this. 

Bernice: Or maybe a pie walk, you know. 

James: What's a pie walk? 

Bernice: You walk around a circle with numbers on it and when the music stops, 
then they draw the number and whoever got that number gets the pie. 

John: And there would be fights at the dance too you know. They would drink the 
goddam liquor. Most places ... you didn't dare take any whiskey in the dance hall. 
That was a no-no. But the guys would come and they would have a bottle of 
whiskey and they would duck in the bushes outside the hall and each guy knew 
where he ducked his particular bottle so after dancing they'd go out there, then 
he'd have his friends and they'd all take a swig of it, but no mix, no nothing. I 
remember one time there was a fight, some guy from Aleza Lake got in a fight 
with a guy from Giscome ... kind of territorial too you know, got in a fight from 
Giscome and he punched .... I was standing there just small you know and of 
course that was to me a big thing. So he punched this guy and this guy fell 
backwards and hit me and I fell down too. 

James: Was there many visible minorities there, like First Nations people or 
Asian people? 

Bernice: There weren't many Indian people, were there? 

John: No. They moved on. They were there from day one at Aleza Lake. They 
were there but being like Indian people were, they kind of moved from place to 
place. That's the way they were. 

James: Would they work for the mills or where did they live? 

John: At that time they just kind of homesteaded there, but the name Aleza Lake 
was named after a chiefs daughter, Aleza. It explains that in the book. But they 
were there from the start but then they moved on. But towards the 50s they came 
back and some of them settled in Hansard ferry site and Upper Fraser. 

Bernice: I don't remember ever seeing an East Indian person there. 
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James: Now was this the Carrier people, do you think? 

Bernice: I don't know. I presume they would be Carrier. They could have been 
from the prairies too, who knows. I don't know because I can't remember as far as 
visible minorities. The only one I remember in school, like teaching, was a family 
came from Portugal and they still live in town in fact. 

James: Do you know their name? 

Bernice: Yeah, their names are Joe Amarel, and I remember the little guy came to 
school and he couldn't speak one word of English. And now that kid is of course 
all grown up and has a jewellery store in Williams Lake, Joe. 

James: You said there was some ... 

Bernice: The Indian people. Tell him about the Indian people. 

James: Who moved to Hansard? Is this Canadian Indian or ... 

John: The Indian people, there were some there when Lome Lyle came right in the 
early 20s. There was some Indian families there. 

Bernice: Do you think they were Carrier Indian? 

John: Probably were, yeah. 

James: Canadian Indian then. And then what did they do there? 

John: I don't know what they did there but they helped Lome Lyle built the store. 
There's a picture of that in the book. Lome never talked about them actually. 

James: And this was in Hansard? 

John: No this is Aleza Lake, but later on during the 50s, during the early 50s, 
some moved into Hansard, some of them. And a couple lived at Upper Fraser at 
the sawmill. Keep in mind the mill, Upper Fraser sawmills, had a community 
there too. They had people living there too. Not many but ... 

James: Did they work in the mill? The Indian people that came to Hansard 
worked for the mill? 

John: yeah. They worked there but ... 
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James: How were they excepted in the community? Like was there ... 

John: I don't know. Well .... they were accepted, actually. They kind of stuck to 
themselves too. 

James: But no problems. 

John: No. They had a group of ... you see at Upper Fraser, they used to get all 
their workers from Edmonton. And they had a group of Ukrainians there that 
stayed there for quite a few years on and on. There was the Kostenecks, the ... I 
can't think. What's Nick's ... 

Bernice: Kaychucks. 

John: Kaychucks, the Boueys. They were Edmonton people. 

Bernice: But they were just part of the community. There was no problems. 

John: No there was nothing racial. 

James: That's good. I guess everyone had to work together in a way. 

Bernice: Yeah, well the point is if they lived in those little communities, they 
worked at a mill. 

John: I'll tell you something that's interesting. During the war years when it was 
hard to get workers, during the war, they got Japanese, some Japanese workers. 
Also at Giscome and at Upper Fraser. These Japanese ... 

James: This was during the war? 

John: Yeah. That's right. And they stayed on for quite awhile but they were from 
... when the war started with Japan, they rounded all the ... you heard of when they 
rounded them all up and everything? 

James: Yeah. 

John: And there were some of these displaced Japanese people. I think originally 
they were all from the coast you see. They took all their fishing boats. They were 
from Prince Rupert. They took all their fishing boats away and then they put them 
in internment camps. But I think they displaced some of them in the mills to help 
the labour. And also the mill.... We had people come from Alberta to work at our 
mill. The sawyer was one, some mill workers were others, and during the war 
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years, they had German prisoners working in the mill. They went to Alberta. 

James: In Alberta? 

John: Yeah, and Etter McDougall Lumber were there, they had German 
prisoners actually. 

James: Did many of the people, the Japanese people, did they stay in the 
community after? 

John: Yeah, I think a lot of them stayed on. Yeah, there was 2 or 3 I know stayed 
on after the war at Upper Fraser. 

Bernice: And some at Giscome. 

John: And some at Giscome. In fact, when we lived at Giscome, there was a 
Japanese family from that same cause lived right across the street from us and the 
young girl used to come over and Nellie, her mother, used to come over and look 
after our kids. 

Bernice: She'd babysit for me. 

John: They were from that same cause. I remember the Japanese kid came over 
and she had a Japanese funny book with her. And it was all in Japan but you could 
tell by the pictures and they showed Japanese planes shooting down American 
planes in the funny book. 

Bernice: I don't remember that. 

John: I remember that. 

James: I think they might want to come out and interview again. You've got 
a lot of information so you might be getting another phone call if that's okay. 

John: That's okay, yeah. 

James: Is there anything that you really want to say about living out there or 
your places ... about being out ... 

John: Compared to now. 

James: Yeah, that sticks out or something that you feel is ... 
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John: Like I say, the heart is still out there as far as that goes because I had the 
whole lake as my backyard to do the hunting and the fishing and that. Also, that 
area ... of Hansard Lake and Aleza Lake and that, that area had a natural duck 
flyway. You know how the birds migrate, and they all stick to their roots, and that 
one had a flyway and that was kind of unique because the other places we went to, 
like Chetwynd and Mackenzie and that, never had no flyway. Because out there in 
the fall, we'd be out on the lake hunting local ducks but if the sky was clear and 
there was a sunset coming, you would see big flocks way high that would come 
from the north and go barreling right through, you know what I mean. 

Bernice: Actually I remember once, well of course when we were just married and 
I was just really young, I used to go with him in the boat. He had a river boat and 
he'd go out in the evening and this one time, the actual sky was brilliant orange. It 
was just brilliant and it was just filled with dark ducks. Like you couldn't even ... 
if you painted a picture like that, you would think it was not real. It was unreal. 
I've never forgotten that. 

John: Yeah, it was good. All the places we went to after that never had that same 
thing actually. And then if you left Hansard and went down to Upper Fraser, 
where that community was with the mill, there was nothing there. The mill was 
down the riverbank. The town and that was on the other side of the track but there 
was a big rough hill behind it. There was no .... like we had the lake and the 
mountains and everything, you know. But there it was kind of shut in like. But 
Sinclair wasn't bad. 

Bernice: The 104 wasn't as good as. 

James: Is there anything you want to ask me about the project? 

John: Well will that be compiled in a ... when you've got all your information .... 

Bernice: What are you going to do with it? 

James: I think this is what they're still wondering, there's going to be so 
much. I think there's going to be quite a few things they want to do with it. 

[ end of interview] 

Transcribed by: Regine Halseth Date: October 19, 2000 
Corrected by: James Squissato Date: December 15, 2000. 
Proofed by the Tricks and corrected, October 11, 2002 by Regine Halseth 

Interview #49 The Tricks June 25, 2000 45 



;_,~ 

~ 
:t_ 
b 

~ 
~ ~\ 

~ 
\J\ 

~ 

/ 

\} I 

I 



John and Bernice Trick: Summary 
Interviewed on 06/25/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Trick was born in Oshawa, Ont., and moved to Hansard Lake in 1936. He 
lived at Hansard Lake until 1962. Hansard Lake is between Upper Fraser and Aleza 
Lake. His father owned a mill with Tom Gale on Hansard Lake in 1928 called Gale and 
Trick. Mr. Trick's uncle and father took this mill over in 1958. Mrs. Trick came to Aleza 
Lake in the late 50s. 

Mr. Trick was a skilled planer creating different types of molding. He remembers 
that steam ran everything. He stated that during the 50s Aleza Lake was a resort area for 
people from Prince George. He had many comical and interesting stories to tell, such as 
one about a gentleman named Caribou John. 

Mr. Trick states that his heart is still out on the east line. Mr. Trick has a lot more 
information to offer, including the introduction of unions into some of the mills on the 
east line. The interview went well as the Tricks and myself were comfortable. 

Additional Contacts 

Ethel McArthur lives in P.G., and wrote a book entitled "The Way it Was" about Aleza 
Lake 
Joe Amarel lives in P.G. 
Ernie and Correen McDowell live in Aleza Lake 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: -S c:Y>,__ \--~ ~, /\.1..' c.. ~ \ ,1...-c:.J{ 

Place of interview: -~\o"--\---~.........._--~- ~--=--=--\_(_~-'--f-_____ ct~ ...... S::-~~ ? '- C,- , 

Mailing Address of Participant 

Date:_--=-C)__;:Co=..:.{-=-~ ____;;S"iac..\-(-=D~D:::;_ ___ _ 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is'S, ~ y.,\..~S~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 
\... 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser llistorical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. and Mrs. Trick 
618 Radcliffe Drive 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M3N7 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Trick: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Hansard Lake and Aleza Lake with you. 
Thank-you for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component 
of the Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance 
the research project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It 
was particularly interesting to hear your recollections of the mill your father owned called 
Gale and Trick. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, llistory 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 


