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File Level Inventory 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS SERIES #1  
245 photographs: 2009.7.1.1 – 2009.7.1.245 (See database for item level descriptions) 

Location: Photo Room Box #1  

 

CORRESPONDENCE & WRITINGS SERIES #2 
Location: Box #2 

 

Accession No. Title 

2009.7.2.1 W.H. Collison Correspondence, 1873-1921 

Most correspondence is to Rev. W.H. Collison from the Church Missionary Society; 

however some letters in this file are also from individual parishioners, fellow 

clergymen, Massett councillors, and the American Geographical Society 

 

2009.7.2.2 Notes & Drafts 

This file contains handwritten and typed notes and drafts of First Nations legends, 

addresses and manuscripts. It is believed this material was authored by W.H. and 

W.E. Collison although none is signed or dated.  

 

2009.7.2.3 In the Wake of the War Canoe – Chapter XX Revisions 

File includes note from Jean Whiffin, donor on behalf of Joyce Collison regarding 

these revisions. 

 

2009.7.2.4 “In the Wake of the War Canoe” – Commentary and Questions 

File contains articles and a letter regarding this publication. 

 

2009.7.2.5 W.H. Collison Manuscript 

This unpublished manuscript, authored by W.H. Collison and handwritten by Joyce 

Collison is approximately 250 pages in length and comprises 29 identifiable chapters. 

Content of this manuscript appears to be focused upon the retelling of First Nations 

stories. The donor identified that this manuscript was intended for publication but 

was never completed. (dimensions: 4 ½ cm thick; 22 x 36cm)  

Location: Oversize Box #4 

2009.7.2.6 W.H. Collison’s speech booklet. 

Small booklet containing handwritten notes of what appears to be a speech prepared 

by W.H. Collison on the topic of traditions and events he’s been witness to along the 

North West Coast of B.C.  

(*very fragile, water damage, front cover stuck to a page.) 

Location: O/S 

2009.7.2.7 Journal of W.H. Collison, 1870-1879. (FRAGILE) 

*very fragile, much staining perhaps from oil – item has been digitized.* 

Location: 

Original – O/S; Access copy – O/S; Digital copy – W drive 

 

2009.7.2.8 W.H. Collison Notebook. (1) 

Notebook contains two stories: “The Finding of the Crystals” and “Tit for Tat or The 

Porcupine and the Beaver”. (Note: these stories are found in the Collison Manuscript) 
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2009.7.2.9 W.H. Collison Notebook. (2) 

Notebook contains Collison’s recollections of local history as he heard it, and of the 

events he encountered during some of his time in ministry. 

 

(*poor condition, acid in ink has created an imprint on the facing page.) 

 

2009.7.2.10 Linguistic Studies and Sermons  

This file contains linguistic notes prepared by W.H. Collison and sermons written by 

W.H. Collison in various First Nations languages.  

 

2009.7.2.11 Church Missionary Society Official Documents, 1877-1899 

File contains signed and sealed documents issued to W.H. Collison from the CMS. 

 

Location: Oversize Box #5 

 

2009.7.2.12 Miscellaneous 

File contains listing of items donated by Rose Margaret Davies to the Ridley Home 

Archives in 2008 that documented accomplishments of Margaret West; handwritten 

notes regarding place names along the North Pacific Coast and one page from an 

issue of the Monthly Reporter, No. 9, September 1873 published by the Church 

Missionary Society. 

 

2009.7.2.13 Newspaper Clippings Collected by W.H. Collison, ca. 1917 

 

2009.7.2.14 W.H. Collison Obituary File 

File contains obituaries for Collison as well as for his son Henry Alexander (H.A.) 

and granddaughter Katherine Clarke (nee Collison); various articles re: Collison’s 

many accomplishments; a letter of condolence from Councillors of the Haida Nation 

on the occasion of his death, a program from Collison’s memorial service at 

Metlakatla, and a typed biography.  

 

 
Location: Box #3 

 

Accession No. Title 

2009.7.2.15 Mrs. Marion Collison Obituary File 

File contains article on life and death of Marion Collison and an excerpt from an 

editorial by Joyce Collison in BC Bookworld (1996) regarding the need to write the 

biography of Marion Collison. 

 

2009.7.2.16 W.E. Collison – Article 

File contains 1 article identified as having been written by W.E. Collison on the topic 

of the development of First Nations peoples along the North Pacific Coast.  

 

2009.7.2.17 Newspaper Clippings Collected by W.E. Collison, ca. 1922-1939 

 

2009.7.2.18 W.E. Collison Correspondence, 1927-1935 

This file contains correspondence between W.E. Collison and Richard F. Van 

Valkenburgh; a letter and book listing from Francis Edwards, Ltd. (bookseller); a 

copy of a letter by W.E. Collison to the Prince Rupert Daily News; and three letters 
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from First Nations individuals to W.E. Collison in his capacity as Indian Agent.  

 

2009.7.2.19 Paul Coze correspondence with the Rev. W.E. Collison, 1929-1933 

 Wakanda: Croquis de l’Auteur. Paul Coze. Paris, 1929. (*fragile condition, 

in french – signed by author to W.E. Collison in thanks for allowing Coze to 

photograph his mask)  

 Envelope from Paul Coze to Mr. and Mrs. Collison containing a happy new 

year postcard for 1933 “meilleurs voeux pour 1933.” Postcard features the 

face of a leopard drawn by Coze. 

 Signed postcard print of a seated leopard (no.49/300) containing a happy new 

year postcard for 1930 “meilleurs voeux pour 1933, Paul Coze, 50, Rue 

Saint-Georges, Paris.” 

 Envelope postdated 1933 from J. Ferenczi & Fils –Editeurs (presumably of 

Coze’s publication Wakanda) to Mr. Collison containing 1 sheet of magazine 

quality paper on one side of which is a biographical write-up of Coze (in 

French) and on the other is a photo of Coze wearing Plains (?) regalia. 

 

2009.7.2.20 W.E. Collison Obituary File 

File contains articles and obituaries regarding the life and death of W.E. Collison, as 

well as a letter of condolence from T.D. Patullo to Bertha Collison. Also contained 

within this file is an attestation to the baptism of Bertha Davies on 26 January 1897 

in Devon, England and a certified handwritten copy of the marriage register entry for 

the marriage of W.E. Collison and Bertha Davies in Metlakatla on 8 June 1900.  

 

2009.7.2.21 Joyce Collison Obituary File 

File contains letter to Miss Collison from Dr. Robert Sayson, UBC Department of 

Medicine regarding the post mortem study conducted on her sister Muriel (11 Oct. 

1988); program from the Celebration of Life held for Miss Collison on 29 April 

2006; an obituary re: the life and death of Miss Collison; and a newspaper article 

regarding the sale of W.E. Collison’s First Nations art collection to the UBC 

Museum of Anthropology by his daughters Joyce and Muriel in 1960. 

 

2009.7.2.22 Newspaper Clippings Collected by Joyce Collison, ca. 1950-1976 

 

2009.7.2.23 “Confederation” by Katy Collison 

File contains a prize-winning paper handwritten by Katy Collison, granddaughter of 

W.H. Collison, daughter of W.E. Collison re: the Confederation of Canada. 

 

2009.7.2.24 Notecard featuring photo of Metlakatla, B.C. 

Blank notecard featuring colour aerial photograph of Metlakatla, B.C. Photograper: 

Eugene Mah.  

 

2009.7.2.25 Collison Family Genealogy  

File contains a family tree created in 1986 which shows the Collison family tree from 

John Collison (ca. 1820) to the birth of the great-grandchildren of W.H. Collison (ca. 

1980’s); as well as, brief handwritten notes created by Joyce Collison on the lives of 

her father and grandfather.  
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CARTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS SERIES #3 
Location: Map Cabinet Drawer # 6 

 

Accession No. Title 

2009.7.3.1 Sketches of Harbours, Queen Charlotte Islands, 1878. Geological Survey of Canada. 

Drawn by Messrs. Bovey & Dawson. Scale: 2 nautical miles to 1 inch.  

Printed by The Burland Lithographic Co. Montreal.  

 

1 map : 23.5 x 41 cm 

 

Map contains some handrawn markings in pencil 

 

Map had been folded and creases are very weak; edges of map are torn; paper is 

yellowed and stained, some foxing is evident. Some paper reinforcement has already 

taken place. 

 

 

2009.7.3.2 Advance Copy of a Map of the Queen Charlotte Islands prepared by Dr. J.M. 

Dawson (?). Geological Survey of Canada. Montreal, May 31
st
 1879. (handwritten 

annotation on bottom left corner of recto of map.  “Q.C.I. Q.C.I.” written in inked 

block letters on verso of map.  

 

1 map : 45 x 61 cm ; mounted on linen 

 

Lithographed map mounted on linen. Scales in both nautical miles and statute miles.  

 

Linen mounting is very dirty and stained with some evidence of foxing. Linen edging 

is frayed. Paper map is torn along its centre creases. Some minor repairs along the 

paper edges have been completed.  

 

2009.7.3.3 Fig. 3. Map showing locations of placer streams in British Columbia south of 

latitude 54
O
N, with Queen Charlotte Islands inset in north east corner. To 

accompany B.C. Department of Mines Bulletin No. 28. 

 

1 map : 41.5 x 55 cm  

 

Scale: 27 miles to 1 inch 

 

Printed map in good condition, some tears but have been repaired 

 

2009.7.3.4  

(a) & (b) 

Map showing Mining Properties in Vicinity of Stewart and Salmon River. Portland 

Canal Mining Division. British Columbia 

 

Scale: 1 inch = 1 mile 

Copyright, Canada, 1928 – Dalby B. Morkilll with additions and amendments to May 

1929 

 

2 maps : 55.5 x 86 cm 

Compiles from official surveys by: Dalby B. Morkill. British Columbia Land 

Surveyor Stewart, British Columbia.  
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Price single copies, one dollar. Quantity prices on application. Use of plates or cuts 

arranged on royalty basis.  

For sale by: Vancouver Map & Blue Print Co. 441 Seymour St. Vancouver, B.C.  

Vancouver Map & Blue Print col. 2 /29 

Map No. 13  

 

Maps in good condition. Some creasing and tearing along edges. One of the two 

maps also has a bit of staining on recto and verso.  

 

 

PUBLICATIONS SERIES #4 
Location: Box #6 

 

Accession No. Title 

 

Publications pre 1922 – most likely collected by and belonging to W.H. Collison 

 

2009.7.4.1 British Columbia Papers Relating to the Commission Appointed to Enquire into the 

Condition of the Indians of the North-West Coast. British Columbia. Commission on 

Condition of Indians of the North-West Coast. Victoria: 22 February 1888 

 

2009.7.4.2 A Grammar of the Haida Language. Reverend J. H. Keen, London: Missionary of the 

Church Missionary Society, 1906  

 

2009.7.4.3 Haida Grammar. Reverend C. Harrison. From the Transactions of the Royal Society 

of Canada. Volume I, Section II: 1895. 

 

2009.7.4.4 The Church Missionary Intelligencer. New Series.  1 September 1873 

(*very fragile – item has been conserved) 

Location: O/S 

 

2009.7.4.5 Report of Conferences Between the Provincial Government and Indian Delegates 

from Fort Simpson and Nass River. British Columbia. February 1887. 

 

2009.7.4.6 “North Pacific Mission” chapter from an unidentified book. (pages 219 – 224) 

 

2009.7.4.7 The Languages of the Pacific. J. MacMillan Brown. Honolulu: Bishop Museum 

Press, 1920.  

 

2009.7.4.8 “The Geography of the Tsimshian Indians.” G.A. Dorsey. Reprint from The 

American Antiquarian, October 1897. 

 

2009.7.4.9 “The Kitselas of British Columbia.” George T. Emmons. Reprint from the American 

Anthropologist (N.S.) Vol. XIV, No. 3, July-September, 1912. (*signed by author) 

 

2009.7.4.10 S. Barnabas’ Hove Parish Magazine. March 1902.  

(*missing front cover, rusty staples, annotations within)  

2009.7.4.11 Hagaga: Special Edition. Aiyansh: April 1895 (pages 1-4) 

(*very fragile; item has been conserved) 

Location: O/S 
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2009.7.4.12 The Caledonia Interchange, No. 5, Oct. 31, 1900. 

 

2009.7.4.13 North British Columbia News with which is incorporated Aiyansh Notes (2 editions)  

1. North British Columbia News with which is incorporated Aiyansh Notes: A 

Journal of Missionary Endeavor in the Diocese of Caledonia, British 

Columbia. Vol. 1, No. 8. October 1911. (*some annotations on cover) 

 

2. North British Columbia News with which is incorporated Aiyansh Notes: A 

Journal of Missionary Endeavor in the Diocese of Caledonia, British 

Columbia. No. 84 April 1931. 

 

2009.7.4.14 A Sketch of the Social Organization of the Nass River Indians. Edward Sapir. 

Museum Bulletin No. 19: Anthropological Series, No. 7. October 15, 1915. Ottawa: 

Government Printing Bureau, 1915. 

 

2009.7.4.15 The Letter Leaflet. Vol. XVIX, No. 4. February 1908. The Organ of the Woman’s 

Auxiliary to the Missionary Society of the Church of England in Canada. 

(*some annotations on cover) 

 

2009.7.4.16 The Whale House of the Chilkat. George T. Emmons. Anthropological Papers of the 

American Museum of Natural History, Vol. XIX, Part I. New York: 1916. 

(*poor condition)  

 

2009.7.4.17 The New Era (2 editions)  

1. The New Era: the official magazine of the Missionary Society of the Church 

of England in Canada. Vol. II, No. 4. Toronto: April 1904. (*some 

annotations) 

 

2. The New Era: the official magazine of the Missionary Society of the Church 

of England in Canada. Vol. III, No. 4. Toronto: April 1905. (*some 

annotations) 

2009.7.4.18 Religion and Family Among the Haidas (Queen Charlotte Islands). Rev. Charles 

Harrison. London: Harrison and Sons, 1891. (*poor condition) 

 

2009.7.4.19 A Fragment of Primitive Speech: A study of the roots of the language of the Nisga 

Indians of British Columbia. Rev. J.B. McCullagh. March 1916. (*annotations 

within)  

 

2009.7.4.20 The Man’s Knife Among the North American Indians: A study in the collections of 

the U.S. National Museum. Otis Tufton Mason. Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 

1899. (*annotation on front cover) 

 

2009.7.4.21 A Cruise Among Haida and Tlingit Villages About Dixon’s Entrance. George A. 

Dorsey. Reprinted from Appletons’ Popular Science Monthly for June 1898.  

 

2009.7.4.22 “The Indians of Northern British Columbia” J. H. Keen. Chapter taken from an 

unidentified book, pages 409-414 

 

2009.7.4.23 The Sailor - Bishop, or The Life of Bishop William Ridley. Church Missionary 

Society. 1913. (*annotations within)  
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2009.7.4.24 Metlakatlah Inquiry 1884: Report of the Commissioners, together with evidence. 

British Columbia. Victoria: Government Printing Office, 1885.  

 

(*Handwritten annotation in pencil on book cover: “To be returned to Matt B. 

Begbie”; very fragile and binding gone) 

 

 
 

Location: Box #7 

 

Accession No. Title 

 

Publications post 1922 – most likely collected by and belonging to W.E. Collison and Joyce Collison 

 

2009.7.4.25 The Pacific Salmon. John Pease Babcock. Victoria: The Province of British 

Columbia, Provincial Fisheries Dept., 1931. 

 

2009.7.4.26 Canadian Geographic Journal, Vol. VII., No. 5. Montreal: The Canadian 

Geographical Society, May 1934. 

  

2009.7.4.27 Report of the Provincial Museum of Natural History for the Year 1930. Province of 

British Columbia. Victoria: 1931.  

 

2009.7.4.28 American Anthropologist, Vol. 31, No. 1. January-March 1929. Menasha, Wis.: 

American Anthropological Association, 1929. (*fragile) 

 

2009.7.4.29 The Modern Growth of the Totem Pole on the Northwest Coast. Marius Barbeau. 

Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1940. (*signed by author, gift to W.E. 

Collison)  

 

2009.7.4.30 Totem Lore. W. Nicholson. (souvenir pamphlet, ca. 1950) 

 

2009.7.4.31 “Asiatic Survivals in Indian Songs” Dr. Marius Barbeau. Reprinted from The 

Scientific Monthly, April 1942, Vol. LIV, pages 303-307. (*signed by author, gift to 

Rev. Collison) 

 

2009.7.4.32 “The Haidas of British Columbia” - Chapter IX from an unidentified book, pages 

221-263. (ca. 1933)  

 

2009.7.4.33 Haida Totems in Wood and Argillite. S.W.A. Gunn. Vancouver: J.J. Douglas, 1967. 

 

2009.7.4.34 Journal of The Royal Society of Arts, Vol. LXXXIII, No. 4320, 6 September 1935. 

London: G. Bell & Sons, 1935.  

 

2009.7.4.35 Museum Notes (3 editions) 

1. Museum Notes, Vol. III., No. 2, June 1928. Vancouver: Art, Historical and 

Scientific Association of Vancouver, BC, 1928.  

 

2. Museum Notes, Vol. III., No. 3, September 1928. Vancouver: Art, Historical 

and Scientific Association of Vancouver, BC, 1928.  
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3. Museum and Art Notes, Vol. II., No. 1, June 1932. Vancouver: Art, 

Historical and Scientific Association of Vancouver, BC, 1932. 

 

2009.7.4.36 The Washington Archaeologist Vol. III, No. 12, December 1959 (newsletter) 

 

2009.7.4.37 The Indian Background of Canadian History. Bulletin No. 86, Anthropological 

Series No. 21. Diamond Jenness. Ottawa: Department of Mines and Resources, 1937. 

 

2009.7.4.38 Totem Poles of the Gitksan, Upper Skeena River, British Columbia. Bulletin No. 61, 

Anthropological Series No. 12. Marius Barbeau. Ottawa: Department of Mines, 

1929. 

 

2009.7.4.39 Indian Notes and Monographs (2 editions) 

1. Slate Mirrors of the Tsimshian: Indian Notes and Monographs – A series of 

publications relating to the American Aborigines. George T. Emmons. New 

York: Museum of the American Indian, 1921. (*signed by author as gift to 

W.E. Collison) 

 

2. Jade in British Columbia and Alaska, and its Use by the Natives: Indian 

Notes and Monographs – A series of publications relating to the American 

Aborigines. George T. Emmons. New York: Museum of the American 

Indian, 1923. (*fair condition) 

 

 
 


