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Interview #58 The Groenvelds June 12, 2000 

James: This is James Squissato. I'm with Mr. Groenveld and it's June 12, 
year 2000. You lived most of your time in Dunster? 

Yeah, I lived for 51 years in Du11ster. 

James: 'What's the thing you remember most about living in Dunster? 

Oh, I've got so many old memories. Let me say from the beginning, we came here 
in 1949. We were settled by the CN settlement and I ended up working for the 
post master of !rlcBride, which was George Long. He had a farm. He was living 
in !rlcBride with his three. His eldest ran [his farm for him??} for two years in 
Dunster. 

James: You ran the farm for him? 

No, just the elder ran the farm for him. So that was quite an experience coming 
from around Holland ... coming from a flat country right in the middle of the 
mountains was quite an experience for us. 

James: I can imagine. What was it like? 

In a way it was almost desolate that we couldn't handle it, how much desolate it 
was. 

Wife: There was no comparison. 

There was no comparison because for the simple reason, we had never seen a 
mountain in our life. The biggest mountain we saw was a mole hill. That was 
about all we saw. And then we come here right in the middle of the Rockies so we . 
didn't handle it well. But the life concerned, we were very lucky. We had very, 
very few neighbours but good neighbours. For example, at that time we didn't 
have no roads. We had a road from Lamming Mill to Tete Jeune. It was a hell of 
a road. We always travelled by train. 

James: Always by train? 

Always by train. We shipped for, I don't know how many years, all by railroad. It 
was quite a distance compared to what we did in Holland because again, let's say 
we were born with milk cows and probably die with them too. But I mean, it was 
a different life altogether because we didn't live our own life no more. Somebody 
lived your life. You did what you had to. But here you came and everything was 
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free. It was so much different, the freedom here compared to what we had in 
Holland. It was 100% different. So we really enjoyed it here. So then I worked for 
two years for Mr. Long. (We??] rented the place for two years. 

James: This was a dairy farm? 

No. There was no dairy yet. We owned a cow or two just for our own use. For 8 
years I worked in the mill in the winter time. And in the summer time, we spent 
the money we made in the winter time. 

James: \Vhat exactly did you do in the summer? You farmed'! 

Oh yeah, we had a farm. 

James: What type of ... what kind of agriculture? 

Well, what did we do on the farm? Oh, the first two years we raised a bit of grain 
and on our own place - well we had rented a place for two years - then we made 
[inaudible] 

James: What type of grain was it? 

[inaudible??] kind, oats or barley, maybe a little bit of wheat too. What we really 
enjoyed at that time, we learned our neighbours and we had good neighbours. And 
that was, for us, half the battle. 

James: Everyone was kind of working together. 

Yeah. I helped rebuild [inaudible??] houses for the neighbours and they helped 
me build my house and they helped me build a barn. 

James: Really? 

Oh yeah. 

Wife: There weren't very many people here then. 

There were very few people. 

James: In the Dunster area? 

In the Dunster area. Well for the whole ... from this end of McBride to Tete Jeune 
or Valemount, it was fairly sparsely ... how many there was I don't know. There 
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were very few people. 

James: Very few, like 180? 

Yeah, not even that. I would say there was probably, at the very most, 50 families 
from between McBride to Va/emo,mt. 

Wife: And bachelors. 

Mostly bachelors as a rule. 

James: There were a lot of bachelors eh'? 

Oh yeah. [inaudible??] 

James: What made you move from Holland? 

Well for the simple reason that it was right after the war, and the thing was we 
were right near the city of Rotterdam and the city of Rotterdam expanded so fast 
after the war, with already families and all kinds of industries and they took all the 
land that we had. They took all the land. So we have to go and work in the 
industry or go somewhere else and that's what we did. Now we moved to Canada. 

James: You sound happy about that. 

Yeah. 

James: In the area, did many people move in and out a lot? Was it more of a 
sort of transient population? 

No. I would say ... a transient population? Do you mean what came from Holland 
to ... 

James: Or any other place? 

No. There was quite a number of people from the one town and the next town 
where we were living. I mean quite a few people went ... they did go to Canada. In 
our family, most of them went to Alberta. As a matter of fact they all went to 
Alberta and we were the only ones because we were settled by the CN settlement 
and the other ones were sponsored by families that lived in Alberta. 

James: How did the CN settlement work? 

Interview #58 The Groenvelds June 12, 2000 3 



It was fine. They did a good job. They just looked after that you were settled and 
that you were making your living. 

James: Did you learn about the CN settlement ... was it something you heard 
about in Holland? 

No, we never had heard of it til one day we got a letter from Mr. Long from my 
brother - was our sponsor, that he had sponsored us. That's all we knew. So in 
April of '29, we went on the boat because they didn't have a plane.[inaudible??] 
on the boat. 

Wife: With two kids. 

We had two kids. One was 3 Vi and the other one was probably a year old. And we 
went on a boat on April 291

h and we landed in Quebec May 91
h and on May 141

h we 
landed in McBride. 

Wife: The boat ended up in Hull. From then on we took the train up this way. And 
the ship was a troop ship. 

James: Really? 

Wife: Yeah. they used it for the war for the soldiers, you see. Then they used the 
same boat to bring us over. And there was a lot of hang mats. There were no beds. 
There were hang mats until [inaudible]. It didn't matter that they used it for the 
soldiers. They used it for the soldiers. 

It was quite interesting, and then when we came from Quebec, we were on the old 
colonial train. I don't know if you've ever seen them. They're all wooden. Once 
you flatten them out at nights and slept on them and in the daytime you sat on it. 
And we rode that thing from all the way to Winnipeg. Then from Winnipeg on we 
went on the passenger train all the way to j,/cBride. 

James: I guess in the McBride or the Dunster area, because it sounds like you 
spent most of your time in the Dunster area ... was the population young or 
old? 

No, in Dunster it was an older generation and many old bachelors. 

James: What were they doing to earn a living? 

In winter time they worked in the bush and in the summer time, they did a bit of 
farming. 
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Wife: Maybe make a fence post, most of them. 

Yeah, make a fence post. 

Wife: Plank isn't it. And the trains were of course stoked with coal. 

The locomotive. 

Wife: Now the kids can hop in the open windows and they got the dust in the hair. 
[inaudible??] were drinking [inaudible??] was ice. As it melted, you could drink 
it. Most of it was gone before the next water tower. 

Yeah, it was an interesting trip I must s·ay. 

James: I can imagine. \Veil I mean you came a long ways there. Took a big 
chance. 

Yeah, it took 14 days and nights and finally we were here. Now when we go back 
to Holland, well let me say we drive to Edmonton, we step on a plane and in 8 
hours we're in Holland. 

James: A real change now. 

Yeah, it's changed so much. 

James: Were you nervous at all about leaving Holland? 

No. Because the fanning there, we saw the end of it. And there was no other way, 
so we had to come to work in industry or go work somewhere else, so we went to 
Canada and we've never ever regretted it. 

James: That's good. I guess when people did come and go, from the area, 
what do you think would be the main reason for them ... 

They all went fanning. All the people that I know that came from Holland at that 
time, say from '45-55, they all came to Canada and they all ended up fanning. 

Wife: That's what [inaudible??] mostly for, isn't it. For fanning. 

James: You stayed in this area the whole time since you've been here? 

Yeah. 
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Wife: We moved to different houses but not ... we're still in town. 

James: One of the things they ask people to do, if you want, is to try and 
draw a map of the Dunster townsite. It doesn't have to be exact. 

Wife: All there is is the Du11ster store and school. That's it. And the rest is on 
highway and across the creek, across the bridge. There are some other people 
there. 

But the townsite, there was the station and there was the store of Mr. Beau pin, 
and there was the school. That was the whole townsite and that is still the same 
yet. The station is dead, the store is dead and the school is dead. 

James: So for the people in Dunster, it was mostly farming? 

Yeah. [inaudible??] farming. In the winter time, in the bush. 

James: There was no mills or anything like that. 

No. 

Wife: Well there was private ones. 

The little ones - Five man, [inaudible??]. 

James: Owned by one person? 

Yeah, owned by one person. 

Wife: And all with horses. 

All horses. 

James: Did you ever do any of that? 

Oh yeah. 

Wife: In the winter. 

[inaudible??] team skidding. 

Wife: canting 
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I enjoyed it. And canting, yeah. 

James: What's canting? 

That's what [inaudible??] mill like to say. You roll them in the morning and in the 
afternoon we saw them. And I was loading the logs on the mill then. 

Wife: You have to say [inaudible??] somewhere. We don't have one. You turned 
it by hand now. Now these things go all automatic. You know, they push a button 
and the log rolls by itself. When you have a hook and you hold it like this, you 
have to roll them by hand like that. That was hard work, manual, that canting. 

James: So I guess about the community layout, what were some of the best 
aspects of how the community was ... where the store was or did you really 
think about that sort of thing? 

Well as we say, still have the station but we don't use it no more because 
everything has changed. [inaudible] put the milk down and we came through 
[inaudible??] station in the winter time. [inaudible] pull it beside the train and 
load it on and away you go. And at that time we were the first ones in Dunster 
who was shipping out. And we shipped to Prince George. 

James: All the way to Prince George? 

Yeah, all went to Prince George. And we shipped to Northern Dairies. 

James: In Prince George? 

[inaudible??] we shipped [inaudible??] for the first few years. We only had a few 
cows. And then we shipped to ... 

Wife: Was it Five Roses? 

Yeah, Five Roses. That's the name of the outfit in Prince George. And then we 
started shipping milk and we shipped to Northern Dairies. And then in '62 when 
the roads came through, the milk truck came to pick up the milk, and now we ship 
to Fraser Milk. 

James: Which was in Prince George as well? 

That was in Prince George as well. 

James: Did you ever worry about the milk going bad on the way there or just 
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not long enough? 

No. The milk was quite well cooled. We had very little trouble with that 
concerned. 

James: Did it just cool on the train with ice? 

Yeah, in the summer time, sometimes they had ice but in the winter time, nothing. 
I mean .... 

James: You didn't have to worry about that. 

Wife: [inaudible??] freeze then. But you cooled it in the creek or in the coolers 
before. If you don't cool it right away, it's too late. You have to cool it right away. 
It has to be cooled quick. 

James: As soon as it comes out of the cow? 

Wife: Yeah. 

You cooled it right away. As soon as the milk went to the truck and the milk runs 
inside through pumps and the milk runs ... the milk runs on inside and the 
[inaudible??] on the outside and [inaudible??], so by the time you put it in the 
trough, by the time the [inaudible??] was cooled down. 

James: I see. Just because the cool water going through the ... 

... yeah, through the pipeline. The milk runs over the pipe. 

James: Did you get water just from the creeks? 

Yeah. Pumped it from the creek. 

James: Did you ever live right in the Dunster town itself or did you live 
outside? 

No, we were always on the ... well like you say, on the north side of the river. 

James: Of the Fraser River? 

Of the Fraser River. 

James: Did you have many neighbours close by? 
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Not close. Probably a mile on the next quarter section I guess. 

Wife: [inaudible] 

James: How had the town changed over the years? 

Somewhere over the 50 years, the buildings that changed ... the old school burned 
down I think in '62. I wouldn't say for sure. 

Wife: You better check that out. 

And so they built a new one. And at that time, we probably had 40 or 50 kids in 
the school. Now we have only 30 or 40 of them. 

James: When you said there was 40 or 50 kids, what year was that around'! 

Early '60s. 

Wife: When we first came here, they just had all grades for one teacher, when we 
first came here. How many kids would we have? 

Oh at that time, the year before they had [inaudible] the [Leage??] school, and it 
was on this side of the river, the north side of the river. So when ... I think in '50 
or '51, when they amalgamated the two schools. There was one on the north side 
and one on the south side. So then they amalgamated the one and that was right in 
the town of Dunster. 

James: What made them amalgamate the schools? 

Well at that time there were 14 kids on the north side of the river and 7 or 8 of 
them on the south side of the river, kids going to school. So they put them all in 
one school. 

Wife: Then they [bussed them??] 

And then later on they bussed them. Oh yes, they used to drive with a car. They 
didn't have no school bus. 

James: And they'd bus them from the outlying areas? 

Yeah, from this side [inaudible??] 

Wife: It was just a car because there were no more people than that anyway. 
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[inaudible??]. Just on this side of the river, on just this side of the bridge ... you 
know, over the bridge, there was the Du11ster community hall and that was a 
centre. And Christmas concerts were there and Saturday night dances. And the 
building caved in with one heavy winter of snow and then the school caved in. 
The hall caved in. 

James: Do you remember when that was around? 

I would say in the late '60s, '68 - '69. And I think they built a new hall in the early 
'70s, '71 I think. 

James: So they did build a new hall then'! 

Yeah. That's the one along the highway. 

Wife: Who knows all the dates of that stuff? There must be somebody who knows 
dates on that so you get it straight. 

[inaudible] Herb Dawson would. 

James: Who? 

Herb Dawson. 

James: See what we do is we take names down and we might go and 
interview these people now too. 

Wife: Yeah because I wouldn't be sure of the dates. Ifl don't have it down I 
won't even guess on it, because when the school burned down ... when did the 
school bum down? I don't know what year it was. We were still on the 
[inaudible??]. The kids then went to the hall, to the Dunster Hall for schooling, 
and Bill and Ken were quite young yet. 

James: What year was it when the school ... 

Wife: When the school burned down? I can't remember. I'm not good at dates. 

1961 or '62, in that area. 

Wife: Marion most likely knows. Some people can remember dates. I don't. 
[inaudible] 

James: I'll tell you, if I can remember 30 years from now roughly around 
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when the year was, I'll be doing pretty good. 

Wife: Like I said, if! don't have it down, I won't even try and guess on it. 

James: And then they rebuilt the school'! 

Wife: Yeah. 

And at that time there was ... what's his name? The Minister? Ray Williston. 

Wife: Oh yeah, Ray Williston it was. 

Ray '\-Villiston. He was [MLA for??] this area. He was in the Prince George area. 
He was representing the Prince George riding, and the area in the Robson Valley 
area. At that time we didn't have a name. The Robson Valley had no name yet. So 
Ray Williston (inaudible??] put power in. The power came as far as the Beaver 
[inaudible??] now. 

James: The Beaver? 

The Beaver River. And from there on, if the government was going to build 
[inaudible??], it would cost $164,000. 

Wife: power line. 

To put the power line in to Dunster Hall - that was 21.6 miles - but it cost 
$164,000. But he said "if you fellows can get organized and do it yourself, making 
the poles, dig the holes, and spread the poles and put the poles up, then the 
[inaudible??] comes off that $164,000". So by the time we had it all done ... 

James: You went and did it yourself then? 

Yeah, we did it ourselves, 21.6 miles. And I think we made 332 poles and dead 
heads or whatever they called it, pieces. And we made it all. We started in June 
and by November the 201

\ we had the power in there. At that time we had worked 
off $130 some thousand dollars off the bill. At any rate, every customer ... there 
were 17 customers, and we each had to pay ... I think $51 that was not accounted 
for. And then we had the power. That was a real deal. [inaudible??] take right off 
that [inaudible??] and did all the work for this, Ray Williston. He did a lot of 
work for us. 

Wife: The funny thing is it was haying time, but in the early morning you can't do 
anything about the hay anyway so they went making poles. Decked them - you 
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know what decking is? They stacked them all up. And then one morning there was 
a forest fire and the poles were in the way. Well the poles came out there so fast it 
couldn't be ... they got them out before the tire came. So they had the poles and so 
they could use them of course. Yeah but just for that reason and then you have a 
fire [inaudible??] poles in there. 

And then when all the poles were made, we hired Morris [inaudible??], from 
!rlcBride. You might have heard of [inaudible??] Lee. And we hired him with a 
back hoe and he dug t_he holes and we put the poles in it. 

Wife: And there's still some of them old poles standing up now. And they were 
bug treated, some sort of stuff to put on there and then brown paper around it. And 
some of them are still around. I can see where the old ones are because they're 
right next to the new ones. 

James: You might want to tell someone the secret there. I'm just going to 
stop the tape for one second. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

Quite interesting, we have ... she has been ... what has it been? Janitor for the hall, 
chairman for the hall, chairman of the Farmer's Institute, chairman of the church. 
So altogether it's been quite an interesting life for us here. We have been members 
of the ... well I'm still a member of the Farmer's Institute in McBride but now I'm 
an honourable member because I think I've been for 50 years so you get put on an 
honour list. And for church, I've been a member of the church probably 50 years 
too. I have been right from the bottom right to chairman and what have you. And 
we were [inaudible??]. Well now I want to be free so we quit the hall association. 
We're still a member of the hall association but not what you call it ... we have no 
position of secretary or .... We quit them all in '65. Quit chairman business from 
the church, from the hall association ... except the Farmer's Institute. I kept that 
one on and I'm still a live member of it. 

Wife: Once a farmer, always a farmer, eh? 

James: As far as ... you talked about the schools. What grade did the schools 
go up to? 

Wife: They go on to eight. From one to eight. It was just one teacher and a janitor. 
He was just one of the neighbours who lit the fires. 

The school was [driving- inaudible???] 
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Wife: Well not at first. But you would have the janitor, he would sweep the floors 
and lit the fires, and haul the water from the creek for drinking. 

James: That's it eh? 

Wife: That's it. 

James: When did you bring the electrical power in? What year was that 
around? 

In 1962. November 201
h [inaudible??] we had power. 

Wife: Well the janitor didn't have too big a job because we had outhouses. He 
stoked the fire, kept the [inaudible??], and that's it. Of course you have to look 
after outhouses too once in awhile but not quite like [inaudible??] 

Well it was in the house the same. You carried the water in, you carried the water 
out. You ran to the creek with a pail of water and you use it [inaudible??] in the 
slop pail along with the sink. And in the evening, you dump the slop every day. 

Wife: If it's not full before that. Actually that was quite something really because 
we came out of a developed country you know. 

James: I never would have thought of that. 

Wife: Of course, you had electricity running and water out of the tap. We didn't 
have that here. 

James: Did you mind that much? 

Well there was no other way. 

Wife: That's because we lived out of town. Later on in town they would have 
power, because when we were kids, we lived out of town. We had also water in 
the ditches and [inaudible??] and things like that. So we were not strangers to it. 
[inaudible??] back to it when we came here. We knew how to work so it didn't 
matter. 

When the power came in, it didn't take long, we had a pump in the basement and 
we had a line to the creek and away ... 

James: That's it. You have running water. 
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Yeah, we had running water. Instead of ruMing with two pails in your hands, we 
had the running water. 

Wife: We heated all the water on the stove [inaudible??]. There was no other way. 
[inaudible??] caught fire on it. And you'd bake your own bread because 
sometimes [inaudible??] bake before the bread was because through the summer 
too eh. In the winter it was okay but r suppose ... this is 50 years ago so it was a 
long time ... not another world. Everything was different. The world is just the 
same but things were different. 50 years ago, that's a long time, that's for sure. 

I'll tell you what was really interesting too was we built all each other's houses. 
We had built houses here from ... 

Wife: Yeah, somebody was building a house and everybody helped. Or a barn or 
something. 

Or a barn, yeah. And they never would ask for money or .... 

Wife: Yeah, it was just like that. 

Build it for you this year and next year it was that farm and that's the way it went. 
That was really interesting. That was wonderful. 

James: Really caring. 

Wife: Yeah. As I said, there weren't very many people but they were all good 
people. We fitted in, I guess. 

We were the only Dutch people here. There was people from Sweden, Norwegian 
and there was Ukrainian and there was French, and two German families. And 
what else. 

Wife: And not a sole who spoke Dutch and we didn't know much. Oh my 
goodness, but you learn in a hurry. There wasn't anything else. You do it. 

James: Just getting back to the schools, if the kids wanted to go on past 
Grade 8, was there a place they could go? 

Well they went to McBride. You went to McBride and you were in the dormitory. 
Left them Monday, came home on Friday night. It worked quite well, at least for 
that time. 

Wife: By t he time our kids went then ... 
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[end of side one] 

But I do remember ... I wonder if it's still on the record ... the first year that we 
were in Canada, well we know how to seed oats and barley and one thing or 
another. So I asked Mr. Long where the fertilizer was. Well he'd never used 
fertilizer. So we said, we think you needed to [inaudible??]. We were born where 
they long used fertilizer. So we said, "well I'll bring some". It came from 
A-lcBride and people in Dunster said, "well now you 're going to see something. 
You know, they'll burn it all up". Well we had a beautiful crop that fall, and the 
next year, the Dunster Farmer's Institute hauled up a load of fertilizer. And that 
was the first fertilizer that came to Dunster. 

James: No kidding? 

[inaudible??] we used car loads ... truck loads and truck loads. 

James: So that was from your doing then? 

Yeah. 

Wife: Well now that they had proof that it didn't bum! 

Yeah, I'll always remember that. 

James: Now in the town itself, what type of places were there? Was there a 
hotel or a pub or ... 

Wife: In McBride? 

James: Or in Dunster. 

Wife: Nothing. 

There was nothing. 

Wife: There's the station and there's a store with a post office in it and that's all. 
And on this side, there was the hall and that was it. 

James: So there was a store? 

Wife: Yeah. And the post office was in there. 

James: So altogether? 
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Wife: Yup. 

James: What types of things did the store have in it? 

Wife: That was a good store because it was the only store ... unless you go to 
McBride. They had clothing, gas ... 

Groceries, feed, cattle feed. 

James: All in the store in Dunster? 

Wife: Yeah. that was a good store. And we had the mail three times a week on the 
train, and we had it much quicker than we do now. Because now it goes to 
Timbuktu first, I guess. I don't know. Really! You know because there was a post 
office on the train, [inaudible??] wagon and if you mailed it in McBride now, then 
you had it in a few hours here because they stamped it in the train. 

James: So they did the work right on the train then? 

Wife: Yeah. 

James: Pretty efficient. 

Wife: That's for sure. Yeah, that sure was. But that was good too because we 
didn't have neighbours to go ride up and down like they do now. 

James: That's true too. 

Wife: That's for sure. For a long time we didn't have wheels. Just the tractor, 
that's all. 

Go with the tractor to Dunster to [inaudible??] 

Wife: [inaudible??] mail. 

James: Now as far as health services, like a doctor or a nurse? 

Wife: Nothing here, all in McBride. It was an outpost ... a Red Cross outpost. 

James: In Dunster or McBride? 

Wife: In McBride. 
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James: And was there a doctor there? 

Wife: Yes. And he was a good doctor too. Because they did everything. They did 
hernias, [inaudible??] fingers off if they were lost, tonsilitis ... 

Pull your teeth. 

Wife: Yeah, they pulled your teeth. 

James: The doctor did? 

Wife: Oh yeah, definitely. 

All the babies were born there in 1l-lcBride. 

Wife: And ifthere was something really drastic, serious, then they would take 
them on the train to Prince or to Jasper. 

To Jasper. They went to Jasper. And our transportation was by train too. Ifwe had 
a dairy meeting, we stepped on the train in Dunster and went to the meeting in the 
evening and then came back the next day again, at night. And to Jasper it was the 
same thing. 

Wife: [ comment inaudible] 

Because we had no roads. 

James: Jasper is a little closer I guess then Prince George. 

Yeah, about 40 or 60 kilometres. 

Wife: But that's ... we took the kids to the dentist. Well you had to go on the train, 
stay that time in Jasper, see the dentist, and next day you go back. Always in the 
middle of the night too. So you went to the dentist, 24 hours. 

James: Was it cheaper in Jasper then than it is now? 

Wife: I have no idea ... oh, of course. 

We couldn't believe it ourselves. I mean, [inaudible??] the roads everywhere and 
there was no roads then. You have to think about that. No roads, no electricity, no 
telephone, no TV. There was nothing. But after we planted the poles, after we had 
electricity, a few years after that, we had telephone. And then came TV and 
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everything. And now we are just as well off as anywhere else. 

James: Did they just use the same poles for the phones? 

Yup. 

James: You should have charged the phone company. 

Wife: What else came after that ... people. A lot more people came in here. 

James: After you got electricity, it changed a lot of things. 

Wife: Yeah. 

James: I kind of noticed that because you said that at one time there was a lot 
less kids in the school and by the '60s there's quite a few more kids. So you 
think electricity really changed the ... 

Oh yes. Things had changed. 

James: So when more people came, what did they do? 

Wife: Well let's see now. 

Forestry, like you say. Forestry at that time there was probably like we say, oh 6 or 
8 people working in the forestry office in Jt,,f cBride. Well now there is 50 or 60 
people working in the office. So you know, we have that many more working in 
the bush as well compared to like 50 years ago. But it changed a lot, an awful lot. 

Wife: And then people ... some are teaching now. They came in and there's a lot 
from the States. Yeah, [inaudible??]. Some farmed and some had just ... this is not 
very nice. I call them scenery people, because it's so lovely to live here. 

James: I can understand that. 

Wife: And they didn't really have big farms or anything like that, no, not really. 

Yeah, people ... a lot of them came from California eh. '68, '69, '70, early '70s. 
There was quite an influx of ... 

James: In the late '60s? 

Oh yeah, the late '60s, early '70s, there was a big influx of ... there was a lot of 
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transient people as well. They dropped in for a half a year and then they were gone 
again. People that went too, like we say ... 

James: So they stayed for a only a year and then ... 

A year. Well there's still a number of them yet. 

Wife: Yeah, lots of them stayed. 

Yeah, quite a number of them stayed and quite a number of them, they went 
wherever they wanted to go. 

James: Now what did the people do'? Did they work in the lumber industry 
or ... 

Wife: Well some were in the forestry office, some were teaching, some are still 
just working in the winter or in the summer. I guess so eh? 

Oh yeah. they were all young people. Between 20 and 30 years old. 

Wife: We had people living here who worked in Hillto11 and things like that. 

But the majority here in Du11ster is all farming. I would say 80%. 

James: And still to this day? 

Yeah. Until this day. Like I say, in the forestry ... a lot more people worked in the 
forestry. 

Wife: And a lot more beef farming eh. 

James: So there's been a switch from agricultural farming to more beef 
farming? 

Wife: Yeah. More beef farmers now. 

And then like you say, we were shipping milk in the early '60s to middle '70s ... 
there were eleven milk shippers in this area. McBride and Dunster. 

James: Eleven farmers? 

Eleven farmers were shipping milk, and now there are only four left. But when we 
were shipping milk, like we say, that was in the northern area of this - Prince 
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George, Vanderhoof and Quesnel. And at that time there was 56 shippers and now 
there are only eleven left. 

Wife: But then they're much bigger ones. 

James: Yeah, they just got bigger. 

Yeah, the production is so high we get [inaudible??] with 50. 

Wife: Yeah, there's more milk but there's less people working on it. [something 
about getting old] 

James: I don't think you're much older than my parents actually. 

Wife: How old are your parents? 

James: ·wen I don't think you are older actually from what you said. I just 
put my foot in my mouth. I think my Dad just turned 80. 

I'm 82. 

James: I shouldn't say this but my Mom turns 80 this year too. If she knows I 
said that, I'll be in trouble. 

Wife: I'm working on it. That's okay. There's nothing wrong with that. 

James: We're all heading the same way. 

This has been an interesting life for us, because for the simple reason we didn't 
have any money when we came here. It was less than $100 when we came, with 
two kids. And we were working for the sponsor for $65 a month. And now they 
make it in an hour. By the time we bought land, we just bought it for less than 
nothing too. We bought a quarter of land for $600. 

James: A quarter is how many acres again? 

160 acres, for less than $600. That is the way we went and later on we bought 
another piece and another piece. 

James: How much did you end up with? 

Three quarters under dairy. 
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James: When you lived in the community ... and this is back to the health 
services again, did you feel that the doctor and the nurse ... like I guess those 
sort of needs in the community were met? 

Just like any other neighbour. It was no different. No matter if it was the teacher 
or the doctor or the minister, you were all in the same boat. 

James: So everyone was happy as far as ... 

Wife: We would never have complained like nowadays. 

James: Everyone was okay with the health services? 

Wife: Like I said, it was an outpost from the Red Cross that we had here. 

James: So it was pretty good then. 

Wife: Yes. It was fine and the doctor had been, early doctor I guess, they did all 
kinds of things because they learned it. Yes, we had no complaints about 
hospitals. We never had to get there very much. Not like now. I don't know, for 
some reason you never ended up in the hospital unless there was something 
senous. 

Yeah. You'd rather [inaudible??] before you went into the hospital. 

Wife: Yeah right. 

James: Now if you needed something else, like for shopping or anything like 
that, or something ... maybe tools or something for the home, did you go 
somewhere else? 

Wife: Ji,f cBride. McBride was supposed to be the big town. Here we had the 
grocery store, post office and the school and that's all we needed. Yeah, to 
McBride [inaudible??] store I guess. 

And another thing I would like to mention is when someone passed away, the 
neighbours carry him away. We all carry ... I think I've carried 20 people from 
neighbours. We always did. And I think that was really something because I've 
never seen it anywhere else, not in Holland, not wherever we went. 

Wife: Back home they didn't do that. 

And here you carry your neighbour away. And I think that was quite interesting 
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too. As a matter of fact, the first time that someone died here, the first lady that 
died, she was pretty young yet, and she was buried in McBride. There was also a 
graveyard in Croydo11. But from Dunster they went to McBride. And we were up 
at 7:00 in the morning, [inaudible??] and what have you because you get stuck in 
the road [inaudible??], in the spring, at the end of March or April. We got up at 
7:00 and at 2:00 we were by the church for the funeral and we brought the lady to 
the graveyard anq 7:30 in the evening we went home. This was the way the roads 
flood. 

James: \Vow, into McBride eh? 

And now we do it in 15 minutes. It was quite something. 

Wife: Yeah, there was a lot [inaudible?'?] in the early days. 

James: And you did this for everyone who passed away? 

Wife: Oh yeah. 

James: Always to McBride every time? 

Yup. During the 50 years, like I said, I think I carried them away 20 times. But 
now old neighbours. 

James: So no graveyard or church in Dunster? 

No. 

Wife: There's one in Croydon. 

James: In where? 

Croydon. Croydon is the next town. Well [inaudible??] in town. [inaudible -
something about Croydon] 

James: So did you have a priest or a pastor in ... 

No, in McBride. And it's still the same. We still go to church. We're still in 
McBride. 

James: Do you go every weekend into McBride? 

Yeah. 
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Wife: Well now we are retired, we go to ~lcBride three or four times in a week or 
maybe more. 

For an excursion or a meal or ... 

Wife: The roads were so bad in the early days. The roads were plowed but it was 
all plowed up on the side. Where else can they put it? Put it on the ditches so 
when it starts to melt, what's lowest? That's the road. So all your water ends up 
on the road, and it was a dirt road. So then we [inaudible??] those boards and try 
to drive through it. Some places are softer than others. That's why it took so long 
to get up there in spring. 

James: Just got stuck quite a bit. 

Wife: Yeah. Sometimes it was a [inaudible??] and they'd put corduroy in it. Do 
you know what corduroy is? That was a bad one though. 

I used to go to McBride to dairy [inaudible??]. That was one of the horse farm 
[inaudible??] 

Wife: You know corduroy road? 

James: When they laid ... 

Wife: You see, if it was an awful bad spot what took a long time to dry, then they 
put like trees in it, tree trunks, and then that was corduroy. At least you could get 
over it then. 

James: Get rid of the mess. 

Wife: Yes, get over on top of it anyway. 

Start out with four or five cars in Dunster and then four or five tractors, by the 
[inaudible??]. 

Wife: I know exactly this (inaudible??]. On the old road, you know. This is the 
new road. There's the old road too. 

James: Is the old road still there? 

Wife: Yeah. It's blacktopped too. 

James: So if I wanted to, I could get from Dunster to McBride, even right 
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now? 

Wife: You hit this road and then you hit the old road and then a piece of the new 
road and then you go on the old road again. Sometimes it takes the old road 
[inaudible??] and it's all new straight through. But then sometimes it can take 
[inaudible??] side and that's pieces of old road. That's where the telephone and 
electric ( .. . that??] comes through, what you call it? 

The poles. They're all on the old road. 

James: Maybe I should take it on the way back. 

Yeah. 

Wife: You know the Baker Creek, and then you go to the left. It's only a little 
piece and then you hit the highway again, and then on the left again. And then you 
come almost to McBride, not quite. And it's blacktopped so it's great. 

James: I don't have to worry about getting stuck then. So the kids, when they 
went to school, the school wasn't very far from where you lived? 

Wife: You mean the ... 

Du11ster School? 

James: Yeah. 

Wife: They were picked up by car and then by the bus. 

James: Oh so there was actually a community car going around and picking 
up all the kids? 

Wife: Yeah. That was enough, the car. We didn't need anymore than a car. 

James: I guess so. Not that many kids. 

Wife: That's right. 

James: Bigger cars then too maybe. 

Wife: Yeah. 

Big full size cars. 
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James: You said there was a couple of small mills but ... 

Wife: There were several of them. 

There were several of them. There was Norson's sawmill, Norton's sawmill. 

Wife: [inaudible??] 

Who else? Northam had a mill. 

Wife: Yeah. Don McBride too? 

[name inaudible] had a mill. 

Wife: Was that his mill? 

[inaudible??. So there's four of them in the Dunster area. And every mill there 
was working 5 or 6 men or whatever. 

James: You said you used to work in one. 

In the winter time. So the money that you made in the winter time, you spent it in 
the summer time on the farm. 

James: To keep the farm going. 

To keep the farm going. 

James: Now through all your years, did you continue to work for the mill? 

No. I did it for 8 years and by then we were in the dairy so then I was home year 
round. 

Wife: We had enough to do. 

James: And what year was that around then? 

Well I think we started shipping milk in about '58 ... '57-'58. And from there on, 
like I say, it was 8 years in the mill. I started that in '50 ... '58, yeah. and then 
from there on we bought a little more land so finally we ended up with 3 quarters 
and then we built a dairy barn and that was all we did, in the dairy. 

James: Did you ever do any logging or anything like that at all? 
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No. 

James: How far away from the mill were you ... to get to work? 

What would it be Mom? Probably 8- l O kilometres, about 6 miles out. Go in the 
morning with the bike for two miles. Get on the road with the neighbour. He had 
an old car, and then we went to the mill and then in the evening we went home 
again. We did the same thing. 

James: You got along pretty good in the winter I guess with a bike eh. 

Wife: [inaudible]. He had a lot of clothes on. If they fell over, the clothes held 
them in. 

But altogether it was an interesting life. 

James: You enjoyed it. 

Oh we enjoyed it. 

James: Now as far as working in the mill, was the wage a good wage? 

We started with 90 cents an hour. That was in probably '50 or '51. And by the 
time we had finished in '58, $11.15 an hour. 

James: So it had gone up a little bit. Why do you think ... 

That was good wages. 

James: It was good wages for that time. \Vas it a union then or ... 

No, no. Not that I know of anyway. 

Wife: You could .... 

Well I could[ ... pay hazard ... No, [inaudible] 

Wife: What was that now for? No, it was just their own private thing and 
everybody could ... 

And they were all neighbours. You know each other and you rode with each other. 

James: So there was no real, I guess, difference between rich or poor people 
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in town or ... 

No, there wasn't. 

Wife: Two families lived in the mill. Just for the winter too. Did you have meals 
there? 

Yeah, we ate there. 

Wife: Yeah, there was a cook shack. Well it was a cook shack. They lived there 
too. 

James: So as far as ... you never had a problem findi"ng work there? 

No. There was always something to do and [inaudible??] neighbours, well then 
the other one ... if it wasn't the one, then the other one. 

Wife: There wasn't that many people around anyway. 

James: I don't know if I should even bother asking this question, but were 
there benefit packages or ... 

No. No, we didn't pay any union dues and we didn't pay any worker's 
compensation board or nothing. If something happened, well it was just too bad. 

Wife: You just had to work for the neighbours, that's all. 

James: Now did all the other farmers in the area do the same thing, work for 
the ... 

Quite a number of them did. The older people didn't no more. They were quite 
well settled I would say. But the younger ones that were starting to farm, you 
didn't make it on the farm so you had to go somewhere to make a living. 

James: So it was just a matter of getting established and ... 

Yeah. 

James: So as far as for people working in the mill, was there housing for 
people in the mills or bunkhouses or ... 

Wife: They lived in a shack they used to call them in the early days. They were 
not shack shacks. They were nice. They lived there over the winter. They lived 
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then with the husband, and I guess they had two kids too, or something like that. 
[inaudible??], and then when that was finished, then you went home farming. 
Same thing as the guys who worked for them. That's right. Who hauled it, I don't 
know. I'm not sure how the lumber ... the timber ... 

Hauled it from [inaudible??]. 

Wife: The [Ments??] 

The mill. There was a good size mill in McBride probably bought most of the ... 
what we sawed like, It went to McBride and then went in the car and over rail. 
The rail was the only thing. 

James: So a pretty good {inaudible?'!} on the railway at that time. 

Oh, I think for [inaudible??], it was 100%. 

Wife: Cattle went ... 

[inaudible??] everything by rail. 

Wife: Everything. Groceries, everything. 

There was no other way. 

Wife: Cattle, we had to ship that. Everything on the train. 

The weigh freight, that came in once or twice in a week, with the groceries and ... 

James: So your groceries come in twice a week and whatever ... 

Yeah. On the train. 

Wife: Yeah, everything came by train. 

James: So if you wanted to get a specific tool for farming or something, could 
you just order it and then it would come in on the train? 

Well that came in by train. 

Wife: If it had to come in, it had to come in by train. That's the only thing. We 
didn't have very funny equipment. Most times you could fix it with a screwdriver 
or a hammer or something like that. The equipment wasn't that sophisticated as it 
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is now. 

They had a good hardware store in McBride. And what was it? Two grocery 
stores - [inaudible] 

Wife: And the men's wear and ladies wear ... two men's wear. And for the ladies 
there was a ladies wear and then much later ... I don't know how much later, we 
had a druggist there. 

James: In McBride? 

Wife: Right. I don't know what year that was. The roads were bad, you couldn't 
come m. 

And they hooked on them six times with the [inaudible??]. 

James: Really? 

Yeah. [inaudible??] came through the mud holes, over for about 10 miles or 
something. [inaudible??] there and [inaudible??] here. 

Wife: And then they got stuck, by the [inaudible?] house. [inaudible] take the 
tractor [inaudible] 

That was in '57. I got the tractor in '57. In '57, Cal came to [inaudible??] 

James: So people were even [inaudible??] on your doorstep even then? 

Wife: Yeah. Well that's what we did. If they got stuck, they had to go find 
somebody [inaudible??]. And if you were close to where they were stuck, then 
you'd find somebody if they could give you a hand. Or else [inaudible??]. 

In them years we were really dependent on each other. No matter what it was for, 
for [inaudible??] and everything. Never get paid. You have two children and 
[inaudible??] 

And we all helped. And they built his [inaudible??] 

James: Do you think that was because of isolation then? 

Wife: I suppose. Everybody had to do it so why be different. 

James: Does that happen as much nowadays do you think? 
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Wife: Oh, it's not quite like that. The older people are still ... 

The older people still do. 

Wife: And the young ones who are on the older people's places, they go but 
they're the same thing. But there's so many new people who are not used to that. 
And as a matter of fact, if you [inaudible?'?] some of them [inaudible??] because 
they were not raised up like that. It's not that they don't want to. They're just not 
raised that way. It's just different. 

James: Now you said there were quite a few agricultural farmers, the grain 
farmers. Is there many now? 

Wife: Not here. 

No, Jt,/cBride ... well when you're talking about the grain, that was more in the 
McBride area. Dunster had way less grain than McBride, and it still is. 

James: Probably because they're closer [inaudible??] up the valleys? 

Well, they have different soil than we have too. Grain grows good. And then 
people now, what do you say, in a way they are used to raising grain and they still 
do it. Now here in Dunster, there were more people in the dairy ... no, I won't say 
dairy. In the beef, so therefore we had quite a few in the beef years ago and they're 
still doing it. Well in McBride, they raised grain and they still raise grain. It's 
good beef. People in McBride too, there's no question about it [inaudible] 

Wife: Here it's mostly hay and silage, because they use it mostly for their own 
farms. 

James: So what made you go into dairy then? 

Well that was a good question. I was born in the dairy. Like we say, we hardly did 
know anything else but dairy and I figured the way the grass was growing, or the 
crops were going, it would be good dairy country, I figured, in my opinion. And it 
has turned out good for us. [inaudible] making hay. We made our own hay in this 
valley - good quality hay. 

James: Now I don't know if I understand this well enough, I heard dairy 
farming ... it's a busy farm. You can't ... 

Wife: Seven days a week. Twice a day for milk. 
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No holidays. 

Wife: We milk them twice a day seven days a week. 

James: Keep you busy. 

It was a busy life but we enjoyed it. 

Wife: He likes dairying so that's what he did, even if it is seven days a week. 

[end of tape one] 

James: So you were saying about the first hall'! 

Wife: When it was built. 

James: When the first one was built? 

Wife: What year it was built, the old hall? 

The old hall was built in 1937, the old hall was. It was built in 1937. 

Wife: And it held many, many, many dances. Saturday night dances. 

Every Saturday night. And they started about 8:00 til the next morning, 4:00, 5:00, 
6:00. 

James:'Oh really? 

Wife: Yes. [inaudible??] and everything because we could not dance after 1 :00 on 
Sunday morning, because it was Sunday. 

James: So they danced [inaudible??] night eh. 

Later on, we couldn't dance Saturday ... 

Wife: Especially in December, you see then until daylight and then most people 
weren't able to work in the garden because of course, the [inaudible??] that yet. 

James: Oh I see. So you'd come home after a dance and start milking the 
cows then? 

Yeah, and milking the cows. 
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James: So like you said before, the land wasn't that expensive at the time ... 
well for today's rates. 

By today's rates, yeah, it was a gift 50 years ago but we didn't have money either. 
It was the same thing what it is now. Only thing is, as I say, I bought the quarter 
land, the first one, for $600 a quarter. You couldn't ... you barely can buy a square 
meter now for the same amount of money. 

Wife: And there were no people. You know, when the people came in, then they 
could seil land because ifthere are no people here, you can't sell it [inaudible??] 
because they had their own. But when the power came through and things like 
that, well then they started selling the land. And all the [inaudible??], because you 
had to have land to live on. 

James: So there was quite a bit of land cleared for farming then too as well? 

Oh yeah. But as you say, we bought it for $600 a quarter and now you pay 
$60,000 for a quarter. But money goes far and at that time $600 was a hell of a lot 
of money too. 

Wife: And the milk wasn't worth that much. 

What we really profited by was when the Farm Credit Corporation came in, and 
that was ... the Farm Credit Corporation came in in the early '50s, and we made a 
deal with them in 1962. And now we built a new barn and bought a little more 
land, and from there on we had enough land and enough cattle to go on and make 
it a viable unit. Farm Credit Corporation made better money ... I think at 4 and 3/4 
percent... 

Wife: Over so many years. 

And you had 25 years to pay. And the only ... you paid so much a month, like you 
say, and that was taken out in the dairy in Prince George where we shipped the 
milk to. 

Wife: Northern. 

So we were never behind. And [inaudible??] was paid for and we never noticed 
that you were paying on it. That was a wonderful thing. And we cleared land 
through the BC government policy of 4 Yz percent for 50 years. So by the time it 
was cleared, we [inaudible??] the milk and everything. By the time you have paid 
for it, you have taken off 10 or 12 or 15 crops already so it didn't cost anything 
really, and that was really a benefit to the farmers. 
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James: So the government was pretty good for helping you? 

Oh they were excellent. 

James: Was there other community get-togethers besides the dances? \Vas 
there picnics and things like that? 

Wife: We had the Du11ster picnic. 

Oh yeah, the Dunster picnic on the picnic grounds. 

Wife: Yeah, but not ... l'r/cBride didn't come to the Dt111ster picnics. Of course, 
like I said, transport. [comment inaudible] 

They came with horse and buggy, or horse and wagon .. . 

Wife: We came from Holland and that was all developed country and then we 
come here and there's Model A's to drive in. You know what a Model A is? 

James: An old car, right? 

Wife: Yeah. 

That was in '49, those kind of cars. The model A's and the Model T's were from 
the early '20's. And the first car that I bought, well I traded it, it was an old Model 
T, a '27, 1927, and I traded for a '45 [inaudible??]. And we had that thing for 
years. Well you couldn't go any farther, you went to the store even. That's all you 
could go. 

Wife: And back home, you didn't see those things anymore. Everybody was 
advanced to cars and then we come here, [inaudible??] you didn't have a car, but 
with small wheels, and you didn't need the model A to go anywhere. They had big 
wheels on them, you see. 

We were going to old friends from Valemount and they owned the store in 
Valemount, and Valemount was all sand. It was all sand. And then [inaudible??] 
groceries to the mill and to people [inaudible??] and you get stuck in the sand 
there. In the winter time the road was good because it was still frozen. But in the 
summer time, in the sand ... we took the rim off and [inaudible??] on the spokes 
and the rim too. 

James: On the spokes? 
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On the spokes. 

James: You certainly didn't need snow chains then. 

I talk to people now about it, "well you don't know what you're talking about". 
But the sand, if you were stuck you'd sink [inaudible??], so they took the rim off, 
you know, on the spokes. 

Wife: We've talked to young people maybe [inaudible??], they think you come 
from another planet really. You know, all these things. You can't imagine because 
you weren't there. 

James: I've heard a lot from my parents, but I think ... I was a late birth so I 
think most people ... even my wife, she's younger than I am, and she never 
heard things like that. She wouldn't even know what a Model ... I shouldn't 
speak for her but I don't think she knows what a model A is or things like 
that. 

Wife: You have to take her to an old car show. Like our daughters, they're in 
Edmonton, and then these old people talk about this and "oh yeah, I can remember 
that". "You can remember that? How old are you?" "We were there when they 
used these things". Those kids ... it's a lot of kids that had been living in town or 
something like that, or in the city or something like that, and our kids ended up 
here, so we used all these old-fashioned things and we know how to do it. 

Yeah, on the train was the same thing. You knew all the conductors. You knew all 
the brakemen. So if you wanted to go on the train, ·then you lit a green lantern and 
an orange lantern, and then the train stopped for you. 

James: If you had a green one and an orange one? 

Yeah, that's the way they stopped the train. You could stick your hand out too but 
it was usually too late. 

James: I guess so. 

And they'd stop for you. 

James: And it would stop anywhere or ... 

Oh yeah, you stop anywhere, farmers all the way down the line. [inaudible??] the 
lantern and then they'd stop. 
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James: So you didn't have to worry about getting to the station to get picked 
up or anything? 

No. 

Wife: No, there would be the [inaudible??] between Dunster and !rlcBride. Some 
people lived in between there but they wouldn't have [inaudible??] 

And you [inaudible??] and they let you off too. 

James: Perfect. 

Well the bus badly does it now but I mean the bus still does it. But the train did it. 

James: Did it cost anything to ride the train? 

Wife: Yes. 

What did we pay, Mom? Was it $4 or something? 

Wife: I have no idea. We didn't go on the train very often. 

I think it was $4 or something. 

James: Was there ever any need for you to go right into Prince George? 

Well we went to dairy meetings. 

Wife: Oh yeah, before the road was through. 

We went on the train. 

Wife: And the fair. Because we showed cattle. 

We showed them in Prince George and we went on the train. 

James: How did you do? 

Wife: I think it was good. 

[inaudible??] it paid the freight for it. 

Wife: All the freight was paid. And the 4-H kids went there too, with the calves. 
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Later on they went by trucks. When the roads opened up, it was all over with. 

James: You said there was quite a few different types of people here, like 
different European backgrounds. Was there ever any problem between the 
different groups? 

No, that was the nicest thing there was. You were just like one family. 

Wife: Richard says, there was one old lady and they lived here for much longer 
than we did, and so you know, "I think this is God's country" she said. All kinds 
of people here and they live together just like the family. That's what she said. 

There was not one door locked. There was not even a lock on the doors. So if you 
go to the neighbours and you walk, and ifhe wasn't home, you'd walk out and ... 

James: And that was it, simple as that. That's good. 

There's not as much now but still, the old people they still do it. 

Wife: [ comment inaudible] 

James: You said ... two sons or a boy and a ... 

Wife: We came with two kids, a girl and a boy. 

James: Now are they still in the area? 

Wife: No. none of them are in the area. And later on, we had another boy and a 
girl. We had two Dutch and two Canadians. And the girls are in Alberta and the 
boys are in Victoria. So they're not here. 

James: So none took up the dairy farming business? 

Wife: No. 

James: As far as women, were there many women working outside the 
home? 

No. There was enough to do at home. 

Wife: That only came when modem times came along. Of course, now they 
almost all do it. But when we came, no. What [inaudible??], they baked, they 
cooked, they looked after the kids, they looked after the gardens, and you had to 
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do canning, cooking ... you did your own canning. You had plenty of things to do, 
all manual work. 

I think the women worked just as hard as the men. 

Wife: Oh sure. 

They were no different. Mind you, [inaudible??] for years and years and years. 

Wife: Of course it was all manual, everything. 

James: It was a lot of hard labour and took longer I guess. 

Wife: No kidding. Not that it bothered us. It was just a matter of fact. 

James: You said there was quite a few single men in the community? 

Wife: Yeah, there were quite a few bachelors. 

James: Were they farmers or working in the mill? 

Yeah, they were all farmers. 

Wife: Some trappers. 

And a few trappers as well. 

James: Now I guess there weren't many single women I guess? 

Oh yeah, there were too. 

Wife: Which were single? Nellie. 

Nellie McFee. And Lee. 

Wife: What was her name then? 

I can't remember. 

Wife: Mrs. Nelson. 

Mrs. Nelson. Yeah, there were a few more like that. 
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James: Now what they have done in the community? 

Wife: They all had a guy doing the work. 

James: Oh they'd hire someone? 

Wife: Yeah. 

James: Oh okay. So they were property owners and then they'd ... 

Wife: That's right. [inaudible??], Mrs. Davis. 

[Comment inaudible] Dave Gustafsen's. 

Wife: Oh yeah, but he's not a lady. 

Yeah, he was a man. There was quite a few old men living there. 

James: Did many of the single people have kids? 

Wife: No. 

Some of them did. 

Wife: Yeah, some were widows or single women who had no men. But no, there 
was ... there were no kids with the single women. 

Mrs. Nelson, no. No, not Mrs. Nelson. Mrs. Davis. 

Wife: Mrs. Davis yeah. She had children at home I think. They were widows but 
they had kids. 

James: Were there places where women would get together, or places that 
just men would get together? 

Wife: There was a Women's Institute and there was the Farmer's Institute. 
That was there too. 

James: Now in the Women's Institute, did you go at all? 

Wife: Yeah, I went there. They bought Christmas presents for the school kids and 
... not just school kids, other kids too. Big kids. New babies got blankets. 

Interview #58 The Groenvelds June 12, 2000 38 



Monthly meeting. 

Wife: Monthly meeting. And they held dances to raise money. 

James: Did you have a specific position in the ... 

Wife: No, no. I was just a member. That was good enough for me. 

[Comment inaudible] 

Wife: That wasn't from the Women's Institute. ljanitored for a little while for $5 
for the clean-up after dances. 

James: And the men's was the Farmer's? 

Yup. 

James: And now obviously like you said, when both sexes got together, it was 
at the dances and the ... 

Yup. 

James: That's amazing. 

That's amazing. 

Wife: And even members or not, just anybody. 

James: Now did people come from other communities as well? 

Wife: Yeah, from McBride, Tete Jeune. 

James: I heard this one another time, you say Tete Jeune. Now is that east or 
west of here? 

It's east. 

James: That's not on the map. I don't think they've even shown Dunster on 
there. I feel bad about that. I'm actually in your home here and I'm talking 
and I want to write Dunster on the map there. 

Wife: There's the Goat River here. Rooney, I've never heard of Rooney. 
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I haven't either. 

Wife: Crescent Spur we know. Rooney we've never heard of, but the Goat River, 
yes. Erling, [inaudible??], Dome Creek, [inaudible??], Hutton, Sinclair. 

James: Quite a few there. 

Yeah. 

James: So 6:00 in the morning, I can't get over that, that you danced until 
that .... There's a new phenomena now. I probably shouldn't talk about this 
on the tape at all. It will take 2 seconds. They're called Raves. It's young kids 
dancing til early in the morning. And they think it's a new thing but you 
guys had them beat a long time ago. 

Wife: It was a really [inaudible??]. It was just amazing. 

James: I think that's it. It's a new generation thing. 

Wife: Yeah, that's for sure. 

James: I guess everybody who climbed a mountain once will say they're the 
first one to climb the mountain. 

Wife: That was funny. Nobody's [inaudible??]. On Saturdays you could only 
dance til 12:00 and then it was Sunday. And then came daylight savings, hey it's 
not 12:00 yet. 

James: He.re you go. Yeah, I never thought of that. 

And that was weekly too, every Saturday night dancing. People coming from 
McBride, from Tete Jeune, even sometimes from Valemount. 

James: How far is Valemount about? 

35 kilometres. Nope, miles. 35 miles. 

James: Now was there a more direct route than there is now, down 16 and 
then what is it? 93 is it? 

You could go down 5 to Vancouver and see the connection for Tete Jeune over 
the bridge and you connected there. 
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James: Now you said, people came from everywhere. 

That way you knew everyone. He was a lawyer, he was a sawyer, and he was a ... 

Wife: In those days [inaudible??] things like that. 

We knew each other. We all became friends. Even if you came in from 
Valemou11t, you still meet people what we met 50 years ago. In J}/cBride is the 
same thing. We were lucky that we were right in the middle of them. More like in 
the middle. Now we go to McBride and we always meet people. We go to 
Valemount, we always meet people. Because at that time, like we say, we raised 
quite a few potatoes or turnips or what have you, and it all went to the mill. So 
we raised a supply of potatoes that went to the mill and [inaudible??] 

James: Ob, for the people that worked in the mills? 

Yeah, like for the mill. We traded the potatoes for lumber so we had lumber to 
build a house. That's the way we did it. Oh we did a lot of things without 5 cents. 

Wife: We called that barter, isn't it? 

James: Barter, yeah, that's it exactly. Now was there any First Nations 
people or Asian people in the community at all? 

No. fu McBride I think there was two Indians. For the rest, I don't think there was 
a brown one or a black one or .... There was none. 

James: We're still doing lots of interviews. Are there any other names you 
could give to us? Or to me right now? 

Wife: Who would you interview if you interviewed anybody here? 

James: Are there any other names you could give to us that could be 
interviewed? 

I'm only a newcomer compared to some of them. This best friend of ours, he was 
3 years when he came to the valley and he will be 80 years in September. 

James: And what is his name? 

McNaughton, Don McNaughton. 

James: And he lives in Dunster? 
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He lives in Dunster. He lives on the other side of the river. 

James: I'll maybe just look him up in the phone book then. 

Wife: [inaudible] he used to have a triple bypass and he's quite weak. 

James: Maybe his wife would. 

Wife: She might. 

James: What is her name? 

Wife: Marion. 

[inaudible]. When did Tommy come in? 

Wife: After we had power. 

From '62 I would say. 

James: So you had the flushing toilets then and ... 

Wife: That's right. Not instantly but [inaudible] but no more freezing in the out 
can. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

[ comment inaudible] 

James: We've got all the time ... I'm in no hurry. 

I think you've got quite a list there. 

Wife: I have no idea what to think about now. You always [inaudible] 

James: Well if you do, do you have our number? 

No, I don't. 

James: What I can do is I can put down the number, if you have anything 
else at all, it's no problem coming back out here to do another interview. I 
like the drive. 
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Wife: You come from Prince. 

James: Yeah. I like the mountains. I really like them a lot. 

Wife: And the forest. Like I said, we came from a flat country and years 
... [inaudible] rows of mountains. When you go outside, you don't look like this, 
always [inaudible??]. Do you notice it? [inaudible??] mountains and your neck is 
getting stiff. Not very long though. Like when you go outside you always look up 
at the mountains, out of the window [inaudible??]. 

James: I do, that's for sure. 

[inaudible??] quite a [inaudible??], like we say, coming from Holland [inaudible]. 
Now we see grizzly bear, black bear, moose, deer, cougar. We've got everything 
here. 

James: And when you first came there wasn't ... 

Wife: [inaudible??] 

[inaudible??] but when we came from Holland, as I say, just the rabbit, that's all 
we saw. We came here and it was just a zoo. 

Wife: Lots of wild animals. 

The deer come right here. The moose come right here. The bear come right here. 

James: You get grizzlies down that far? 

Oh yeah. We've had grizzlies here for over 20 years. 

James: No kidding? Do you still see them? 

Wife: Yes, every year. 

Like last year was the first time we didn't see them. But before that we saw them 
every year. They come in the field. 

Wife: Lyle did. 

Yeah, [inaudible??] saw them but we didn't see them last year. That was quite a 
treat for us too. The deer they come right here and they stand there by the gate and 
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James: And no problem with the wildlife and the livestock and things like 
that? 

We have had trouble with black bears. The black bear, we lost a cow or two and 
we lost a few calves but the grizzlies, we never lost an animal. 

James: The funny thing is everyone is more afraid of the grizzly and it turns 
out the black bear is often the worst. 

Wife: Of course there are more of them. 

James: Good point. 

Wife: We even saw two wolverines last spring. 

[ comment inaudible] 

Wife: These were pretty sad things but we saw them. 

We've seen the cougar. We've seen the cougar right at the yard. [comment 
inaudible]. Now as I saw, over the 50 years that's not much but ... 

Wife: Those are beautiful animals too. 

Beautiful animals, oh beautiful animals. And the bobcat and the lynx. 

James: So they weren't too much of a problem with the livestock though? 
Just the one that ... 

Very seldom. Well [inaudible??] cow and a calf. Or a [inaudible??] and calf. The 
day you [smell??] and then you lose a cal£ 

Wife: Not too often. 

And sometimes they take a [ cow out??] too but not often. Very few we've lost 
with them. So over the 50 years it has been an interesting life. 

James: It sounds like a good life. 

Wife: We've had ups and downs but everybody's got them. 

James: You've got a nice beautiful home and a nice piece of property. 
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We're sitting comfortable like we say. 

James: I noticed the [inaudible??] behind. Did someone in the community do 
that? 

Wife: No, that is just somebody brought in here. We liked it so it's up there. 
Funny, we look at mountains all the time and they bring more mountains in. 

James: Well is there anything you'd like to ask me at all? 

No. Like we say now, what is the purpose really of having this interview? Will 
you share that with other organizations? 

James: I think what they're going to do is to look at anything from what 
housing was like. What they'll do is they'll take a lot of the interviews and see 
if they can get a theme. Like would yours be similar to other people's or did 
certain things stand out What was women's roles in the community and 
what was the man's role? Just things like that. And a lot of the people 
[inaudible??] are west of here, will be a lot of people worked for the mills. So 
a lot of the ideas will talk about what were work relations like at the time and 
just a look back and study the area. Because I guess a lot of these towns are 
starting to disappear, or already have. 

Well the same as here. In the '50s we had 4 mills here. There's none left. That has 
happened probably all over. 

James: Well this is it and once Northwood came in, I think the only mill 
really left now is the one in Upper Fraser. I think what they want to do is ... 
this is important and they want to speak to people like yourself and other 
people and make sure that it doesn't go unrecorded. I think that's the most 
important thing. 

Wife: As long as the government doesn't "oh well, not much money making there, 
let's shut that town up". 

James: See this is it. I shouldn't speak too much here because I don't know 
that much about it. I'm just learning as I go along here and I guess when 
Northwood came in, they bought a lot of the mills that weren't making 
enough money. 

Or shut them. 

James: So they centralized things in Upper Fraser up to Prince George. I 
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think that's when the towns really started to disappear pretty fast But from 
the few interviews that I've done, that's what most people have said. 

Wife: As long as they don't do us in, okay. 

James: Oh no. they won't do that. You don't have to worry about that at all. 

Wife: It's always what the government will do that. 

James: There's no people here looking to go out and do that sort of thing. I 
know these things are hard to part with, and I don't expect you to in any 
way, but if there's anything like pictures or memorabilia you want to part 
with. But if not, then I understand because I don't like parting with my stuff 
that easily. 

Wife: Well you can take pictures from pictures. 

James: Exactly. 

Wife: I wouldn't know where to find them now. This morning, [inaudible??] said 
"[inaudible??]". "I don't know. I know it's in the house but I don't know where". 
Maybe some time I'll find something. 

James: What I'll do is I'll leave you with Laura Ryser's number. She's the 
young woman that spoke to you and I'll leave you with that Is there 
anything else you want to talk ... or if you want me to come back because you 
want to add anything to the interview, I have no problem coming out It's no 
problem for me to drive down the mountains. It's nice. I'm going to stop the 
tape now. Ob, what was the best thing about living in the community? That's 
always my last question. 

Wife: We just love it here, that's all. This is the best part of Canada I think. Oh, 
don't tell anybody. They'll come. 

James: That's it. I think you've got me talked into coming. 

What really struck us right from the beginning up til today, the neighbours. Good 
neighbours. 

Wife: You need them. 

That is all you need. That is the most important thing. IfI need help, they're here. 
If you need help, I'm here. I don't think you can find that anywhere better than in 
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[end of interview] 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University or Northern British Columbia 
3333 University \Vay 
Prince Geor~ ·, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. and Mrs. Groeneveld 
7122 E McBride Hi ghway 16 
Dunster, B.C. 
VOJ lJO 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Groeneveld: 

June 28, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Dunster with you. Thank-you for taking the time to be 
interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser Historical Geography 
Project. You, memories wi 11 greatly enhance the research project, as well as contribute to the 
telling of an i rnportant local history. It was particularly interesting to hear your recollections of 
significant c, ents such as the introduction of power lines bringing electricity to your community 
in 1962. It ,,··1s also interesting to hear your memories of community cohesiveness as 
community members helped others build their homes. 

If you have :111 y questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary researchers or 
the Project Cl'ord i11 ator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fonclahl .. \ssoc iarc Proressor, Geography 
Greg Halseth , Associ :1tc Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espir it u, Assi stant Proressor. History 
Tracy Summ ' rvill c, Ass ist: 11 1t Pror ,ssor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser. Project ( o-o rd i nator 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Thank-you :1_::1in, your hel p was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espi 1··· u, 
Assistant Pr0 ·2ssor. l-Iisto r:-

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 



The Groenevelds: Summary 

Interviewed on 06/12/00 in Dunster 
By James Squissato 

The interview with the Groenevelds went very well. They were very comfortable and 
easy to speak with. The Groenevelds came to the Dunster area in 1949 from Holland. 
They felt that this move was one of the best decisions they had made in their lives. They 
felt they had much more freedom in Canada than they had in Holland. 

A significant event for them occurred when the community of Dunster installed th~ 
power lines bringing electricity to their community in 1962. This seemed to be a point of 
pride. Mr. Groeneveld repeatedly stressed the importance of community strength and 
cohesiveness in achieving both large and small tasks, such as helping to build each 
other's homes. One thing I found particularly interesting was the fact that the community 
would attend dances at the community hall that lasted until 6 or 7 in the morning. They 
also spoke highly of a politician from Prince George named Williston who was a great 
help to the community. 

Throughout this interview I often felt that I had missed out on living in wonderful 
community and era regardless of the hard work it would have involved. I felt extremely 
welcome in their home, as the Groenevelds told to me to feel free to visit anytime when I 
am passing through. 

Additional Contacts 

Don and Marian McNaughton (best friends with the Groenevelds) 



.. . 

CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: Jte "'E ~ C. e 12 ll ,z i;. ,L et. rz 

Place of interview: S)s: ,>,.,e,. ~"i:r.s::: 

Mailing Address of Participant 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 

l 



permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

;:;b7 t:::::::~--~~~--------'""~\.-c)........,I Q._li __ ... _~-
Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I~ation I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is '"S:,_,..._,e .. ::, ~ ~ ;s,?cc!o (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 
L 

reached through the above professor. 

2 


