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Interview #52 John Broderick July 10, 2000 

James: I'm here with Mr. John Broderick. My name is James Squissato. 
We're in Prince George. It is the tenth of July, year 2000, and the consent 
form has been signed. What is the thing you remember most about living in 
Dome Creek? 

What is the most memorable thing? 

James: Yeah. 

I would say the peacefulness out there. In our particular case, in our family, there 
was always lots of love in our family so we were a very close family. I mean we 
didn't have any access to civilization. It was a small place, a very small place, so 
there were no roads in and out of Dome Creek at that time. In fact, the highway 
didn't go through Dome Creek until 1968 so most of our years that we spent there 
were pretty isolated. 

James: I can imagine. 

The only way you could get in and out of there was by rail. That's the only way, 
unless you happen to be able to afford a plane out of there. They could come in 
with a float plane or something like that, but it was very isolated. 

James: Did you see much of that? 

No, not very often. The odd time you might see somebody get air lifted out if 
there was a serious accident or something like that but most of the time they 
would take the people out by rail. 

James: Now you said you were born there? 

I was born there, yeah. 

James: And how many years did you live there? 

What was that question again? 

James: How many years did you live there? 

How many years did I live in Dome Creek? 

James: Yeah. 
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Oh, I was born in '43 and I lived there until 1966. And the only reason I probably 
left was for work. 

James: You left for work? 

Yeah, because I was working in a sawmill out there in the latter years after I got 
out of highschool. Actually what I did was [ got my scaler's license and I did a 
bunch of work with the logging industry and then I went in the sawmill industry 
and learned how to saw. And then a big company like Northwood Pulp came 
along and bought these little sawmills out and bought the sawmills basically for 
the timber, I think, and shut down the little mills. So we had to go and look for 
work so I came to Prince George then. 

James: Did you see more people leave at the same time, same as you? 

Yeah, well gee whiz. I know my brother, he stayed there for about a year and then 
he had to leave too for work. He ended up going to Kamloops. And my sister left 
earlier than that because she went to university in Victoria and became a teacher. 
And so Tony and I were the last of the family that actually had to leave and go 
look for work. 

James: And then you moved to Prince George? 

I moved to Prince George then. I actually started working at Northwood Pulp in 
April of 1966, 34 years ago, and I'm still there. 

James: Are you still there? That's good. You must be a good employee then? 

Well, I don't know about the good employee. It was a good place to work, I guess. 

James: Did you have a family at the time? 

No, when I moved to Prince George I was single which was in '66, and then I got 
married in '67. 

James: Now how did you feel about that? 

At the time, I think ... I liked doing what I did in Dome Creek at the time working 
in the sawmill. I enjoyed being a sawyer. But when the sawmill was shut down, I 
mean you didn't have much choice. You had to go. But the nice thing about it, I 
guess, was that my parents still lived in Dome Creek at the time, at the time when 
I left, and that was in '66. And then my father passed away in '68 so the farm was 
basically shut down, you might say, because we moved Mom into town. I think it 
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was in '68, right. So we moved Mom into town, but we've kept that fann, you 
see. We never ever did get rid of it. So I was very fortunate that I was able to hang 
on to this in our family. So I spend as much time out there as I do in Prince 
George. I've got basically two worlds, eh. Out in the country plus all the luxuries 
living in Prince George. So it was great, yeah. 

James: It is excellent. 

We still do that. We still have it. 

James: They ask you, if you'd like to draw a layout of the townsite of Dome 
Creek, just a hand sketch. 

Oh, okay. Oh, you want me to do a hand sketch? 

James: Yeah. Would you mind? 

Do you want it down now or do you want me to do it afterwards? 

James: Do you want to do it after? Sure, why not. 

Yeah, I can do a quick hand sketch of the townsite. 

James: That would be perfect, yeah. What was the name of the mill that you 
worked for? 

The name of the mill, it was called Red Rock Lumber. And at the time that mill 
was owned by a well known gentleman, his name was Herb Fichtner. So it didn't 
employ a lot of people. I think the mill itself employed only about 8 employees. It 
was a small operati9n but it was a close operation, you know. It was all local 
residents that worked in the mill so it was kind of nice. It was a good opportunity 
for anybody that wanted to learn ... to work in the sawmill. I mean I was very 
fortunate when I asked my boss if I could learn to saw and he said, "yeah, if the 
sawyer is willing to teach you". He said "I don't have a problem with that". And 
when I was scaling at the time, I had a lot of free time eh. You know, I would 
scale a couple of drags that came in out of the bush and then I'd have free time so 
I'd go in the sawmill and had ... Glen Hooker was the guy that taught me how to 
saw. And he's still lives out at Dome Creek today. 

James: We've actually spoke with him. 

Did you? Well I'll be damed. He's the man who taught me how to saw there in 
Dome Creek. 
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James: It was a great interview. 

That's excellent. You see, it's a good thing you actually had the opportunity to 
interview with Glen Hooker because he is the only original resident of Dome 
Creek to this very day. 

James: Now what about ... is it Blanshin'? 

Yeah, but they came after. But Glen Hooker, like he is the only original .... When 
his Mom and Dad came there, they came from f think it was Dakota, North 
Dakota if I'm correct. Came out there in a boxcar. You know all about it. 

James: Yeah, it's amazing. I was amazed. He was fulJ of stories. 

I forget what year. You probably got that when you interviewed him. In the 
middle '20's or something. 

James: Yeah, exactly. I think it was 1922. 

Because my father came out there in 1928. 

James: Where did your father come from? 

My father came from Yugoslavia. When he left Europe, he actually went to a 
small town in Saskatchewan called Outlook and he worked there on a farm and 
from Outlook, Saskatchewan I guess he was one of these guys that heard, "go 
west young man, go west" and so he came out this way. And actually, when he 
first came to BC, he started working at a place called Sinclair Mills. And I think 
... a lot of the people, the old-timers that worked along in these little sawmills and 
whatnot, logging camps, and them, we often talked about that. Whatever made 
him go to Dome Creek? I mean Dome Creek was the middle of nowhere. There 
was nothing there, you know. There was a school there and he ended up in Dome 
Creek and he bought a small piece of property, which was 80 acres at the time, 
you know. He started homesteading there. They started building a house and ... 
actually there's a lady that still lives out in Dome Creek, her name is Lena 
Schultz, okay, and her father, his name was John Gaskey, he actually lived with 
my father up on the homestead and they built the house that we still have when we 
go out to Dome Creek now. It's a log house and we've renovated it and fixed it up 
a bit. 

James: That's great. 

So it's kind of a memorial ... in fact I was born in that house that we use out at the 
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fann. 

James: Who delivered you? 

Who delivered me is a lady at Dome Creek, was Glen Hooker's mother. Which is 
Mrs. Hooker. She was the one that delivered me, and there was also a lady from 
Penny, her name was Mrs. Belzick, and she was actually called the ... like a 
godmother I guess. 

James: I heard Mrs. Humphreys ... 

Mrs. Humphrey's she did too and that was in her latter years eh. Like when we 
were living in Dome Creek, the Humphreys moved from Penny ·and they bought 
the store in Dome Creek and ran the store there. And Mrs. Humprhey she did a 
lot of the necessary nursing in Dome Creek and delivered a few babies ... on the 
train, in Dome Creek. 

James: On the train, that's amazing. 

Very interesting lady, she was. She was a super woman. 

James: Did you see many changes to the layout of the town over the years? 

Of the actual town? 

James: Yeah. 

Well you know, when we were young, being kids, I think the population of Dome 
Creek probably would have been around 200, which was a lot to us eh. I mean, 
being a kid, you figure that's a lot of people. But once you grow up and you think 
about it, well 200 people is nothing. But you know, there was a couple, 3 sawmills 
there and ... 

James: So what were the sawmills? 

Okay, there was another sawmill there that was ... it was called Nantz Lumber, 
and that was owned by an outfit out of Alberta but it was run by a guy by the 
name of Ralf Hart, and he ran the sawmill. So that was one of the sawmills, and 
it was about, oh I would say about 6 miles out of the actual Dome Creek townsite. 
And the sawmill that I worked at, which was Red Rock Lumber, that was right 
in Dome Creek. 

James: And were there any other ones? 
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There was another mill there and it was run by an outfit from Crescent Spur, his 
name was Wilf Levoe and he was the one that started the sawmill. It was down on 
the Fraser River, and then after he left, it was taken over by a couple of 
gentlemen, one guy's name was Jimmy Chambers, who was Glen Hooker's 
brother-in-law, and Al Therault was the other guy. And they ran that mill for a 
few years. In fact, Glen Hooker sawed for them. 

James: He did eh? 

Yeah, so that was kind of interesting. 

James: So were there things like a hotel or pub there or anything like that"? 

There was a local store there, and then in the latter years, when I started working 
in the sawmill, there was a sort of a rooming house that was built there. But never 
anything like a pub or things like that. People either purchased their own spirits, 
you know, their alcohol, from Prince George or McBride and a few of the Dome 
Creek residents actually made their own spirits too. I'm sure there was a bit.of 
moonshine, a bit of beer and wine made out there, yeah. 

James: Was there a graveyard in Dome Creek? 

No, there never was. There's talk now of ... they want to build a graveyard in 
Dome Creek. In fact I was approached by one of the residents in Dome Creek 
after they'd gone to a meeting, if we would be willing to donate some property for 
the graveyard and we said, ''by all means". But it's not a simple thing. I think 
there's a lot of formalities that they have to go through. 

James: I would imagine, yeah. 

So nothing has happened over that. So most of the residents that did pass on in the 
years were taken to McBride. My parents are both buried here in Prince George 
in the cemetery here. 

James: Now what about a church? 

Church? There was a church built at Dome Creek in 1964, I would think that 
would be very, very close. 

James: Now is that the one that's still standing there? 

The one that's still standing there, that is now owned by Morris and Lena 
Schultz. They've purchased it. But prior to that church being built there, there 
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used to be a priest that would come out to Dome Creek, maybe once a month, and 
they would have a service out there. See, I think most of the people out there were 
Catholic so it was always a Catholic priest that came out there. And I well 
remember ... my mother was very strong Catholic, and she sort of had a bed and 
breakfast at Dome Creek there all the years that they lived there. It would be 
referred to as a bed and breakfast in today's days eh. At that time it was room and 
board eh. People would come there, they would come off the train, they would 
stay overnight there, and she also would provide them with meals. The reason I 
mention that is the priest that would come out there, they always stayed at our 
house, and, as it turned out, they had mass at our place so we couldn't very well 
get away. We always had to go. And then in the latter years they built the church. 
In fact my sister ... I have a sister that lives out at Nukko Lake. They own the store 
at Nukko Lake. 

James: What is your sister's name? 

Her name is Clara Allen. And they got married in the Dome Creek church. 

James: How do you spell Nukko? 

N-U-K-K-0. 

James: And they got married at that church? 

Yeah, they got married in Dome Creek. 

James: It was a Roman Catholic church you said? 

It was a Catholic Church yeah. The minister came out from Prince George, or the 
Catholic priest, and he stayed at our house actually. And we got off early in the 
morning because he had to get out of there that same morning, and the only way 
you could get out, as I was telling you, was by rail. So he wanted to have the 
service early in the morning so he could catch the train, which was around noon or 
2:00 in the afternoon. So it was kind of neat. What we did is actually is the whole 
wedding party walked from our house to the church, which is approximately a 
quarter of a mile, and then they had the service there and then we all walked back 
to the house. And my father and my brother and I, my oldest brother ... I have two 
brothers eh ... and we built an actual building at the farm, and that's where we had 
the reception for the wedding. So it was really neat. 

James: I'd think so. So things like water, electricity, running water, things 
like that? 
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Right! We never did have running water when we lived on the fann. Like my 
parents never did have running water. Just to maybe go back a little bit, like my 
father, he lived out at Dome Creek for ... it was ... my father was married in 
Yugoslavia to my mother, and then he immigrated to Canada and it was 10 years 
before he could actually bring his wife over. So my Mom came over ... I think it 
was around 10 years, and they had a boy. That's our oldest brother. That's why 
he's quite a bit older than we are. Like my oldest brother is 75, and I have a 
brother in Williams Lake, Tony, who is 60, and then myself. So what had to be 
done is when he brought Mom over, the immigration laws then you were only 
allowed to sponsor one person, so she had to leave her son there and come over 
here, and he stayed with his aunt, and when Mom was here for one year, then Dad 
was able to apply to bring his son over. So it was tough. I remember talking to 
Mom about that. It was the toughest thing she ever did in her life was to leave Joe 
there and then come over here. It was tough for her to come here because when 
she came here, she never spoke a word of English eh. Came out to Dome Creek, 
which was the middle of nowhere, there was no lights anywhere. She came off the 
train, it was pitch black. Dad picked her up, took her out to this homestead that · 
was about a mile from the actual little townsite eh, middle of nowhere, out in the 
bush. It was tough, I guess, for her. But as far as you were asking about lights and 
water, Dad had a pump in the house, which is a driven sand point into the ground 
eh, so anytime you wanted water, they would pump water into a pail or whatever, 
a hand pump yeah. As far as power, he purchased a small light plant a number of 
years ago. I mean I would have to think it was probably in say the early '50s and it 
was a 32 volt system. Like all of our lighting here is 110 volt eh. Well this lighting 
plant that he purchased was a 32 volt system and that provided them with lights. 
And then as far as a washing machine ... he bought a washing machine and then he 
would purchase a 32 volt motor and exchange it with 110 volt motor so that they 
could use the washing machine. But it was a way of getting in lights eh, only. The 
couldn't run any power equipment at all, like power tools and stuff like that. And 
then in the latter years, he bought himself a small 110 volt generator to run the 
power tools and stuff like that. And that's the way they actually lived. And hydro 
never came into Dome Creek until ... you probably have that somewhere when 
you interviewed Glen because they would know exactly when it came in there. 
But I think we've had power in Dome Creek probably for a good dozen years 
now. Prior to that there never was any power in Dome Creek. So most people, 
they purchased little generators and they had their own plants to generate their 
own power. 

James: And what did you do for telephone? 

Telephone? There was no telephone in Dome Creek for years until.... When Red 
Rock Lumber, the sawmill that I worked at, they had a telephone in their office 
there, eh, and most people in Dome Creek, whenever they needed to use a 
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telephone, they would come over there and phone wherever they did. And 
actually, the telephone service only came into Dome Creek after the hydro came 
in. So it hasn't been that long. I would say that Dome Creek has had telephone 
service now for about, I'm only guessing, but say 6 - 7 years. 

James: Now what did you do for things like entertainment'? 

Entertainment, that's kind of interesting. Dome Creek always had dances. They 
had a dance usually once a month and everybody went, the Mom and Dad and the 
kids, everybody went. We would go to the hall with out parents and the parents 
would dance. We would dance with other kids our age and when we got tired, 
we'd all go to sleep on the benches until the dances were over and our parents 
would pick us up, lift us up, and take us home. And that was a bit of 
entertainment. In the latter years, Dome Creek, we started a movie in the hall once 
a week. Every Friday night we would have a movie there, you know, the old 
projector with the big reels. And I think Mr. Humphrey was the person that 
started that at Dome Creek, and then I took it over after and I would run the 
projector at the hall and get the reels of film in. I think we charged about 25 cents 
admission to come in and see the movie. And then other than that it was sports, 
you know. We played fastball. You made your own entertainment. When you live 
out in the country like that, I mean, there wasn't a lot there for you so you did your 
own thing, you know. We got together as kids, played hockey in the winter time. 
In the summer time we played ball. It was sort of a close community but not too 
much entertainment other than that you know. 

James: Was there a general store there? 

There was a general store there in Dome Creek. In fact, when my father came out 
there in '28, there was already a store in Dome Creek and that store stayed there 
until... I would say that store has been shut down for approximately 10 years now. 
So there's no store in Dome Creek now. 

James: It lasted a long time though. 

Yeah, it lasted quite a long time. There was a number of proprietors in the store. 
Two brothers who came from the States, originally. I think their name was Chris 
and Frank Gleason. They were the ones that originally started the store in Dome 
Creek and then over the years there was different proprietors. In fact there was a 
family that came all the way from ... a Mennonite family that came from 
Pennslyvania, I think, and bought the store in Dome Creek off the Humphreys, I 
think, and ran it for awhile, and then they sold it. The very last people that owned 
the store in Dome Creek, they still live in Dome Creek, was Mr. and Mrs. Howe. 
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James: We've been given their name. 

Yeah, and they still live out there. Very nice people. They came from California 
and bought the store in Dome Creek. Ran it for a number of years and finally, they 
just couldn't afford to keep it open eh. It's very difficult to run a store like that out 
in the country because it costs you money to get the produce out there, so naturally 
you have to charge more. And people, I mean, they can jump in their vehicle, go 
to /McBride or Pri11ce George, and do their shopping so it's very difficult to keep 
it open. 

James: Now when you were there, did the store.have everything from tools to 
clothes or ... 

They mainly had ... that store in Dome Creek was mainly food. You know, if you 
compare it to my sister's store in Nukko Lake, it's sort of a general mercantile 
store. You can buy hardware there, you know, and groceries. But the store in 
Dome Creek was mainly food. 

James: If you wanted things besides food, bow would you get it? 

You had to either get on a train and come into Prince George and do your own 
shopping, or else a lot of catalogue shopping was done there. You know, you dealt 
through Simpson Sears. You know, they would send out the annual catalogue and 
Eaton's at that time too. And most people did their shopping that way. 

James: Now as far as things like health services? 

Health Services, there was no health services. The closest health service for Dome 
Creek would be McBride. There was a hospital in McBride. 

James: So again, just on the train. 

On the train again, you know. If you got injured or anything like that, you know, 
you had to suffer it out until the first train came along and they would load you on 
the train. Like I mentioned to you earlier, if there was a serious accident, they 
would phone into Prince George and get a float plane and bring it out and land it 
on the Fraser River. We've had a few people taken out that way. But most of the 
time it was always by rail. And you would have Mrs. Humphrey as the local 
nurse in Dome Creek that tended to any cases like that. 

James: That's amazing. 

Yes. 
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James: Now did you go to school there? 

Yes, I went to public school in Dome Creek from grade l to grade 8, and then 
after grade 8, we went to McBride for grade 9, 10, 11 and 12, you had to go to the 
highschool at McBride. And the reason for that is Dome Creek was the splitting 
line between the two districts. Like the Pri11ce George was district 57, McBride 
was district 58, so anybody from Dome Creek and east went to lUcBride. 
Anybody from Dome Creek west came to Pri11ce George. 

James: It is kind of the halfway point almost. 

It is, it's just about the halfway point. 

James: A little closer to McBride but ... 

Whereas now, there's only one school district. It's district 58 I think it is, or 57. 
So we went to McBride and we lived in a dormitory in McBride. There was a 
dormitory there that had girls in one wing and the boys in one wing, and we stayed 
there for 4 years, for grade 9, 10, 11, and 12. 

James: Now would you stay there the whole week or .. 

Yeah, we would stay there the full week and then go back home on the weekends. 
It's kind of interesting. Like when I left Dome Creek, like I was only 13 years old. 
When you're in Grade 8, when I went to highschool, I was only 13 years old so I 
actually left Mom and Dad to go live on my own, you might say. And I'll tell you, 
I was never so homesick in my entire life and it was tough. I went to highschool 
for a half a year and I couldn't take it. I finally quit because I was so homesick. So 
I went home, back home, and I took correspondence and I finished my year in 
correspondence and it was the toughest thing because I had to start right from 
scratch. I had to do the whole course. So after doing a full year of correspondence, 
I'll tell you, I was glad to go back to school. So I went back for grade 9 and 10, 
and then 12 ... or grade 10, 11 and 12. 

James: Did your homesickness get better? 

Oh yeah, it got better. I got used to it but it was tough you know. Like we never 
left our parents. I mean we didn't go anywhere. I mean whenever we went to 
town, which was Prince George, we would go probably once a month to get 
staples. You know, your basic staples, your sugars, and your salt and stuff like 
that. And when we went into town with our parents, we stuck right with them. I 
mean, if they moved two feet, we were hanging on to them, and when I left to go 
to highschool, it was tough. And I had my brother and sister, who were already 
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going to highschool there. I had them there but it was a tough move. But it was 
quite an experience. I mean I learned a lot by leaving so early. I mean you learn to 
fend for yourself. So it was interesting, so ['ll tell you, the grade 10, 11 and 12, 
they were good years there. The dormitory was a good place to stay. We had a 
lady there that did all the cooking and everything and all the cleaning and it was 
good. 

James: How long did it take you to commute then? 

From Dome Creek then? 

James: Yeah, how long on the train? 

It would take the train approximately 2 Yz hours, I think it was, to go from Dome 
Creek to ~lcBride because usually when you ... it was called the weigh freight and 
that weigh freight ran Monday ... it would go east on Monday, it would go west on 
Tuesday, east on ... you know, back and forth. So, we would always end up 
missing half a day of school on Monday because the weigh freight would leave 
Dome Creek around 9:00 and it would get to ~/cBride around noon so then you 
would go to school for the other half a day. And at first ... I remember the first half 
a year that I was there, I came home every weekend but when I went in for grade 
10, 11 and 12, we would stay for two weeks. Come home every two weeks. 

James: Certainly enjoyed ... 

Yeah, it was a little easier. 

James: Now as far as social life for young people in Dome Creek? 

The social life, you know, was like I mentioned before. There wasn't a lot to do. 
What you did is you made your own activities. We had our own parties. I mean 
you worked in the sawmill there from Monday to Friday. Now when we talk 
social life, I'm talking about when I got out ofhighschool and started working 
there. 

James: Yeah, exactly, dating and things like that. 

So you made your own social life. You had a few parties, you went to dances, and 
when I started working there, I would come to Prince George every couple of 
weeks or something like that, a long weekend some time because there wasn't a 
lot to do. But there weren't a lot of girls out there either. I mean when the girls 
went to highschool, as soon as they finish highschool, they're not going to go back 
to Dome Creek. I mean once they're [inaudible??], so they all went to their own 
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places and went to work or whatever. So there wasn't a lot of young women out 
there then. 

James: Now where did most people work when they lived in Dome Creek? 

Most people that worked during like when I was out there was in the sawmills and 
some people worked on the railroad as well. You know, they had the section men 
who looked after the rail lines and repaired the switches and stuff like that, and 
then you had a few people that worked in the logging industry. I mean the 
sawmills required logs, timber, so you had x number of people that worked in the 
bush and did the logging. And there was a few farmers out there. Like my parents, 
that's what they did. They lived on a farm. When they first started out, it was 
basically mixed farming so they grew some vegetables and sold vegetables to 
some of the sawmills. They raised some beef, sold a bit of beef, and then what 
happened in the latter years, my Dad, he went out of the mixed farming and he 
started selling cream. Like he started into dairy, a few dairy cattle, and he would 
milk the cows, run it through a hand separator, generate the cream and we would 
ship the cream by rail to Pril,ce George. And that was a lot of work because you 
had to do all the separating by hand. So what he did in the latter years, he went to 
straight milk and he shipped milk into Prince George and he did that for about, I 
would say, until the latter 12 years, and then he went into straight beef. He started 
raising Black Angus and went into straight beef. 

James: Now the companies that you mentioned, Nantz ... 

Nantz Lumber and Red Rock Lumber. 

James: Were they all up and running at the same time? 

During the time that I was out there ... like from the time that I can remember as a 
kid, all three of these mills were running, and then when I got out ofhighschool, 
the only two mills that were still running was Nantz Lumber and Red Rock 
Lumber so I went to work for Red Rock Lumber. And they were basically shut 
down at the same time. Northwood came out there and bought out all of these 
little sawmills around 1964 or '65 so by about the end of 1966, both of those 
sawmills were shut down. 

James: That was it Now, was your wage adequate at these mills? 

At that time it was. I remember when I first started in the sawmill there in Dome 
Creek, I was getting $1.97 an hour and when I first started in the sawmill, I was 
driving a forklift and what I was doing was I was feeding logs into the sawmill, 
onto the deck. And that's all I did for 8 hours was just go out into a deck, pick up 
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a load of logs, take them up on to the sawmill and drop them on this deck up 
there. And that's what I started at was $1.97 an hour which was pretty good 
money then. 

James: You could save some money if you wanted to? 

Oh yeah. I mean, we were living at home. I mean we had free room and board, so 
any money that we made was our money so you could save yourself a little 
money. 

James: Was the mill far from your house? 

It was a stone's throw away. It was just across the creek from our house so my 
brother and I and my Dad, we built a small bridge across the creek and we used to 
go back and forth. 

James: Actually Dome Creek? 

Yeah, Dome Creek. And after I was driving the forklift there, I was telling you, I 
took a license, a scaler's license, so then I was doing some scaling there and I 
would scale a couple of drags and then I'd go home and have coffee. So it was 
pretty handy. 

James: And then you became the ... 

And then I started to ... I learned to saw from Glen Hooker and I sawed for about 
4 years then. 

James: And then? 

And then I went into Northwood Pulp, came into town and applied at ... actually I 
applied at Prince George Pulp first and the reason I got a job there was I had a 
scaler's license. And they would do a lot of check scaling at the time because they 
process all of their chips, most of their chips, at PG Pulp. So a lot of wood came 
in and I was supposed to start at PG Pulp ... like I applied there and I got the job 
and I was supposed to start in a week. In the meantime, I went to Northwood and I 
applied there as well. And the following day I get a call from a guy at Northwood, 
and he said "would you come down for an interview?" So I went down for an 
interview and a guy from the steam plant, a chief from the steam plant ... I'd never 
heard of a steam plant in my life eh ... he was the guy that interviewed me and he 
said "would you be interested in working in the steam plant?" and I said, oh gee 
whiz, what am I going to do and I said "yeah, I would be interested". So I went 
home and I was only home for about an hour and I get a call, "would you start 

Interview #52 John Broderick July 10, 2000 14 



tomorrow at Northwood pulp?" So what am I going to do? I got two jobs. I was a 
little worried. What am I going to do? So I phoned the hiring person at PG Pulp 
and told him what happened. He said, "hey don't worry about it. Take the job at 
Northwood. We'll fill the job like that. There's a lot of people looking for work". 
He said "you can get into the steam plant, a complete new field for you, why not 
take it?" So I took the job and 34 years later, f'm still working there. 

James: In the steam plant? 

Yeah, I got my fourth class ticket and then my third class and then my second 
class. 

James: Now do you remember, I guess later, what relations were like, for 
Nantz and Red Rock and those sorts of places'? 

In there? I think they were excellent then. In those years, when you worked in 
those sawmills you were part of the organization. I mean, if you were a sawyer, in 
my case, when you were a sawyer there, you were basically the foreman. You 
weren't the foreman but everything sort ofrevolved around you. I mean if you 
slacked off, naturally everybody did eh. So you were hired to saw there and I'll 
tell you, we went to work at 7:00 in the morning, you stopped at 10:00 for coffee 
and it was 10 minutes. There was no if, ands or buts. Everybody had their coffee. 
Ten minutes you were at it again. You were stopped for dinner, coffee break in the 
afternoon. We worked 9 hours a day and straight time. There was no overtime 
then. And there was no ... nobody said anything. Nobody tried to go over 10 
minutes. Everybody worked together. It was really interesting and the relations, 
like the labour relations, were good. We didn't have ... we didn't belong to a 
union or anything then. There was no union at that time. In the latter years, those 
sawmills became I.WA but when we were working there, there were no unions. 

James: Both Nantz and Red Rock? 

No. It was non-union. 

James: But after that they become lW A? 

No, I'm talking about other sawmills that still are here today, like Upper Fraser 
and Canfor and stuff like that. But when we worked there, there was no union. 

James: Now as far as housing, was there bunkhouses for people who worked 
in the mills? 

Yes, like at Red Rock Lumber itself, there was a bunkhouse there and there were 
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some people that stayed there. But most people ... like in the sawmill at Red Rock 
Lumber, the people that lived there, in Dome Creek, were people that were 
employed at the sawmill. Up at Nantz Lumber, he had several bunkhouses there 
and a lot of people came from either Jl,/cBride or wherever and he had the 
bunkhouses there and then they had a cookhouse there and they provided food ... 
very good food. I mean you had to have a good bunkhouse because you would 
never bring people out into the middle of nowhere if you didn't have good 
accommodation. 

James: So that's the climate ... as far as temperature in the cold and things 
like that? 

Oh yeah, you got used to that. I mean we had ... I can remember when I was a kid 
out at Dome Creek, you had four very specific seasons. You had summer, fall, 
winter, and spring. And winter was winter. I mean you had lots of snow and lots 
of cold weather and I can remember when I started working, coming out of 
highschool, working in the sawmill there, you know, 35-40 below. I mean we 
didn't have anybody like the WCB to come out and say "hey, you can't work 
there" because it was too cold. I mean if it was too cold, we didn't work. Ifwe 
could still work and it was cold, we worked. 

James: So you'd say the bunkhouses then were fine in that weather? 

Yeah, they had all wood heat you know. They weren't what you would call the 
most comfortable bunkhouses in the world but people had lots of blankets then. I 
can even remember when we lived in our farmhouse in Dome Creek. When you 
crawled into bed and you had a foot of blankets on top of you, it would keep you 
warm. I mean we didn't have any fancy electrical heat like you have today. You 
would stoke the wood stove when you went to bed and when you woke up in the 
morning it was cold. I remember more than once when you'd crawl out of bed, 
your blankets would be frozen to the wall in the winter time. We survived. I mean 
we had lots of blankets. 

James: You don't seem any worse for wear, that's for sure. What were some 
of the most pleasant aspects, do you remember , of living in Dome Creek? 

I guess in our case, like in my case, I had a very, very close family. I mean we had 
great parents. I mean they were the best parents in the world. I mean we had lots 
oflove there. They would do anything for us. I mean we spent a lot of time as a 
family generating stuff to do and things like that. If I had the chance ... if! had to 
do it over again, I would do it over again. I mean we didn't have much but we had 
love, we had lots to eat, we had happiness. We didn't have any money. My parents 
never had any money. I mean my Dad ... let's see, I could probably just go back a 
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little bit. My Dad ... when Mom first come over to Canada, what he did was he 
worked in the bush. He had his own horses and he did logging, he did some 
logging, and he would sell this timber to a sawmill that was located at Pem,y. It 
was called Penny Spruce. So the wood would be dumped into the Fraser River 
and it was reared down the river to Pe1111y and that's the way he did his living, I 
would say, for probably no more than about 3 or 4 years. And then he went into 
the mixed farming and he never, ever went out and worked again off the farm. 
And he generated enough money to send the three of us kids through school. My 
sister went to university in Victoria as a teacher. Tony, my brother Tony from 
William's Lake, he took up diesel engineering. And I went to McBride highschool 
and then I went on and became a steam engineer. And they generated all that 
money strictly off the farm. 

James: So the farm was fairly successful then? 

I wouldn't say it was successful. It's just that they knew how to use every bit of 
money that they got, you know. They didn't go on an annual vacation and stuff 
like that. Like when you're on a farm, you have to be there 365 days a year. So 
their main goal was to make sure that we had adequate clothing, that we got to 
school, got what we had to then. They did that. But memories were always good. 
We always had a good time. I mean as I mentioned to you before, we didn't have 
a lot of money but we had everything else. We had lots of love, we had lots of 
happiness, and we had lots of food. When you live on a farm, you were never out 
of food. We had a lot of good times there. We often sit right now as a family. I 
mean our parents are both gone. They've been gone for a long time, and we sit 
down, we reminisce. I mean we've got a lot to reminisce about. We had good 
times out there. 

James: Were there any negative aspects of living out there? 

Sure, you were isolated. I think of it now .... I mean, we have two daughters eh. 
Penny and I have two daughters. One girl is a teacher as we told you and the other 
girl is a nurse. And sure, I can look at what our kids had from the time they were 
born. I mean they had all their luxuries. They had access to sports of any type. 
Anything you wanted to do, they could do it. They had access to libraries and 
swimming pools and stuff like that. We did have all that but I don't regret it. Like 
I look back and we reminisce about that. I mean we had the creek to swim in. We 
had ice on the creek in the winter time, all you had to do was shovel the snow off 
and you had a skating rink. I mean we didn't [inaudible??]. I mean we didn't have 
different things. I guess we took advantage of the things that we had there and 
used them. 

James: Made the best of what's available. 
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Yeah, I would think probably the worst thing was access. If something ever 
happened to you, you couldn't get out of there freely, whereas now you've got a 
highway. You've got vehicles. Stuff like that. You didn't have a telephone. Power 
was another thing. You didn't have hydro but we still had our own lights. We had 
our own generators. We didn't have running ... We never had running water. We 
didn't have indoor plumbing. We had an outdoor toilet all the time. But that 
wasn't a hardship, I don't think. 

James: Do you mind talking about your accident [inaudible??] 

No. 

James: l\'lr. Broderick had an accident about 11 weeks ago. Were you in 
Dome Creek when that happened? 

Yes. 

[ end of side one] 

James: I was just asking Mr. Broderick about his accident. He bad an 
accident out on his farm on Dome Creek and I was asking how he did it and 
how be got out to the hospital. 

Okay, what we were doing was ... like we had spent a lot of time out at the farm. 
My Dad passed away in '68 as I told you earlier. We didn't let the farm go. I mean 
we kept it and my wife and I, because we're the closest of all the family, we sort 
of kept it up you know. So we actually custom baled out there for 20 years. What 
we would do is we would go out and we would hay the fields every year and we 
would sell the hay to horse farmers mainly. So we did that for 20 years. So we've 
always been out there so we kept the place up. We restored the house and stuff 
like that and what we were doing on Easter Monday here, which was 11 weeks 
ago, is we had a problem with the creek and it was doing a lot of washing out on 
some property and I'd been trying to prevent it from washing out. So what I did is 
I hauled in a bunch of big cottonwoods with a CAT ... we had a CAT out there. 
And Kim, my oldest daughter, she was helping me and when this washout too~ 
place last spring, a bunch of the trees were washed into the creek and they had 
floated down in the creek and we wanted to get them out of the creek. So what we 
were doing is Kim was on the CAT and I would walk down the creek, pull the 
cable all the way down the creek, and I'd hook onto these trees and we'd pull 
them out. And we'd been doing that and we were on the last pole and we had ... 
everything was going absolutely excellent eh, and I was standing off to the side ... 
which I always do ... I mean when you're working with cable, I mean it can break 
anytime. And for some reason, I turned around and I looked at the load that we 
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were pulling out of the creek and it looked like it was going to hook on to another 
tree. I didn't know it but it had already hooked and what I did is I made two steps 
to the left and I motioned Kim to stop and just as she stopped, the cable snapped. 
And I was in the bite they call it eh, in the line of fire, and I got hit by this cable. 
And when it hit my leg, it just blew it all out the front and just about severed it. 
The only thing that saved my life was I was wearing hip waders and the boot itself 
kept the foot intact even so it was hit so hard it blew the bone right out the front 
eh. But anyway, getting back to how did I get into the hospital. Well, fortunately 
enough, Holly and Betty ... Holly is a nurse eh, they were in the house, and Kim, 
she just ran over and got them right away. So Holly came over and she splinted 
my leg. Kim got the truck. They put a foam in the back of the truck. They were 
debating whether to call the ambulance but it would take the ambulance a couple 
of hours to get out there, an hour and a half to get out there, and it would be an 
hour and a halfback. So they decided at the time it would be better to just throw 
me in the truck and get me into Pri11ce George as fast as they could. So they put a 
foam in the back of the truck ... I had a canopy, and they packed me in there. And 
Holly said to Betty ... she said, "give me a sheet. I need a sheet." You know, a 
white sheet, and she had some equipment there, scissors and everything, and what 
she wanted to do was she was going to cut my boot off and re-splint my leg 
around the pants because she knew I was bleeding very bad. So Kim and Betty got 
in the truck and they headed for town and Kim got in here in one hour flat from 
Dome Creek, which is about 90 miles. And she was hoping, as she was driving in, 
that there would be a policeman on the highway and they could escort her in but 
there was no one on the highway. Got me in here, and Holly in the meantime 
worked on me in the truck. She re-splinted it and she put a tourniquet on my leg 
and stopped the bleeding every once in awhile, but she knew what to do. Kept me 
conscious all the way in. 

James: It's a good thing that your daughter was a nurse. It could have been 
different. 

Oh yeah, absolutely. 

James: I was just kind of curious too ... 

Absolutely, if it wasn't for her, it could have been very severe. 

James: And there's still no medical services in Dome Creek. 

No medical services, so you've got to get out of there. But everything's going 
good. 

James: Just on a different note, when you were living there, did you notice 
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much difference between rich and poor people? 

In Dome Creek, there wasn't such a thing as the rich and the poor. Everybody was 
about the same. We weren't classified as poor people but we were middle class 
people. Everybody out there worked. No, we didn't have the rich or the poor. I 
mean naturally there were some people probably didn't have as much as other 
people but everybody worked out there, everybody had a fann, everybody had 
their own vegetables, their own garden. Most people had their own animals for 
beef, they had their own chickens so they had their own eggs. So as far as that, no, 
there wasn't the rich or the poor. 

James: What was your relationship like with your neighbours? 

Neighbours, it was always good. I think especially in those years when we were 
out there, it was a community eh. Very good eh. Everybody got along extremely 
well. I mean you had your monthly dances. Everybody went to the dances. When 
it came to Christmas, the school kids would always have their Christmas concert 
eh, and prior to the Christmas concert, they would have a dance. They would call 
it the Box Social. All the wives would make an actual lunchbox eh. And you 
would go to the dance and then they would have what they called a Box Social 
and the men would bid on these boxes. And the money that was raised from that 
purchased presents for the kids for the Christmas concert. So it was absolutely 
fantastic. And that still goes on today, I do believe. Very similar thing like that. 

James: I know last week they were having a bit of a community get-together. 

They did. We didn't know about it. We were out there and we found out about it 
late. Mind you, when we got out there, it was a real nice day and you like to get 
the things done on your farm, you know. Like Betty was busy cultivating the 
potatoes and weeding here. So apparently it turned out really good. We heard 
about it. It was very good. So there's still community spirit out there. 

James: Yeah, it sounds like it. They're trying very hard. 

Trying very, very hard. Like going back a little bit there, we had the hippie 
movement out there in the early '70s eh. And we used to always go out there all 
the time and we'd go to the dances. And it was very interesting because you'd see 
the hippie generation on the one side of the hall, and the local residents on the 
other side of the hall, and there was always a little bit of friction there during that 
time because of the older generation and then you had all this new generation. But 
we were very fortunate because we weren't part of either so when we went out 
there we socialized with everybody. So we became good friends with the hippies, 
plus we were always good friends with the local residents. And as the years went 
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by, the transients were slowly weeded out, and people settled there. The ones that 
decided to settle stayed. And there's still a few of the original hippies that still live 
out there and became ... bought property out there, built houses and are part of the 
community now. So it's great. 

James: Now are they accepted in the community too? 

Oh absolutely. And most of the community out at Dome Creek is of new 
generation. Like you know there's not too many older ... Glen and Myra Hooker, 
as I told you earlier, are the only original people from Dome Creek. So Mr. and 
Mrs. Howe who own the store, they're still out there. But most of your people 
that live out there now are of the newer generation. 

James: When you were there, did women work outside of the home at all? 

Not very much. No, most of your women, they looked after the house, they looked 
after the kids. They did the cooking and stayed at home and were housewives. 

James: Was there a large number of single men in the comm unity? Did you 
notice that? 

Most of your community, I think, oh, I shouldn't say that ... there were still a fair 
number of single people out there because they came to work in the sawmills, and 
then you had your people that worked in the bush ... the loggers, a lot of them were 
single. 

James: What about single parent families? 

Single parent families, there weren't hardly any then. Now you see it. Maybe not 
as much out at Dome Creek but you see more single parent families now than we 
ever did before. Before it seemed like ... I don't know if I should say this but it 
seemed like in the olden days, people worked to remain as families. Nowadays, if 
something happens in a family, the easiest way is just "hey, I'm gone". 

James: Yeah, it's kind of unfortunate. 

It's very unfortunate whereas in the older days, I think people worked at it much 
harder to make it go. 

James: And often very successful at it. 

Very successful, yeah. 
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James: Now as far as ... were there groups for women? Like were there 
women's support groups or a place where women could get together? 

No, there was nothing like that out there. I mean women ... very seldom ... like 
when I lived out there, and as a kid, women didn't get together for anything. I 
mean the only function you had was the dances where everybody went. When you 
had the movie on Fridays, everybody went there. So there were no individual 
functions like women's groups or something like that. No. 

James: So was there a men's group then or .. . 

No. Not at all. 

James: Where did most of the people come from that lived in the 
community? 

Okay, a lot of people that came to Dome Creek came from Saskatchewan. I don't 
know why. When I think back of the people that came to the sawmills that came 
to work in the bush, the loggers and stuff like that, a lot of them came from 
Saskatchewan ... and Alberta too. A lot of them came from Saskatchewan. 

James: Do you know what the general ethnic makeup would be like? 

It was a good variety. There was Ukrainian, German, Yugoslavian, Irish .. . there 
was a pretty good mix of people around there. 

James: When you were out there, was there ever an influx of new ... like 
foreign immigrants? 

No, there never was an influx. 

James: What about anything like visible minorities or anything like that? 

No, there were no minorities there. We only had, I think, one native family that 
lived out there. They were just the same as anybody else out there. They weren't a 
minority at all. They were part of the community. Excellent. 

James: We're putting a list together of other interviews. Do you know of 
anybody else that we should interview? People who lived anywhere 
between ... 

You already have Glen Hooker's name eh. 
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James: We do. We have his. 

Let me see, other Dome Creek. 

James: We did Mr. Humphreys as well and Mrs .... 

Diane and Jim Humphreys? 

James: Yeah we did. I was out there. 

See Jim is becoming one of the older residents out of Dome Creek too. Like Jim's 
60 and he didn't live at Dome Creek all the time. He lived at Pen11y for a number 
of years, but he's one of the original. 

James: We did the Quinns. 

You did Donna and Kenny Quinn? 

James: Yeah. This is one more down for you and this is the other, the 
Westerlund's as well. 

Okay, Ivan and Bev Westerlund. You see, he, Ivan Westerlund was born in 
Dome Creek so he would be a very, very good guy and you've already done that 
which is excellent. And Mr. and J.\ilrs. Howe. They were the last owners of the 
store and they've been in Dome Creek for a number of years. They came from 
California. Their son still lives in Dome Creek. His name is David and his wife's 
name is Wendy and they run the post office in Dome Creek presently. But you've 
probably got the people that will probably give you the most history because 
they've been there the longest. Now you're not going to go to McBride or 
anything like that? · 

James: No, if you know people in ... if you know anyone anywhere from I'd 
say first place Shelley down to Valemount 

You see the reason I mentioned McBride is Ed Hale. He lives in McBride and he 
lives in the senior citizen's and he is an original Dome Creek resident too and he 
might be of interest. 

James: Do you know the name of the senior citizen's centre? 

No, I don't. There's only one in McBride, and I'm sure if you asked anybody in 
McBride about Ed Hale, they would be able to tell you. You know everybody 
knows everybody in McBride too. And another person that would be interesting in 
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McBride to interview is Paula Taphorn, and she's one of these people that came 
from Saskatchewan and lived in Dome Creek a number of years. Like they 
probably came there in the early 50s so they've been there for a number of years. 
And she's the only one left. Her husband passed away here a couple, few years 
ago. But she would probably be very interested in an interview. 

James: Okay, perfect. Is there anything else you'd like to add about living in 
Dome Creek? 

I guess I've already mentioned that we're very fortunate we still have the farm in 
Dome Creek and it will stay in the family. I mean we'll never sell it because our 
kids, I mean they've been out there since they were born. I mean they've spent as 
much time on the farm as they have in our own house in Prince George. So they 
go out there all the time. And my brother from William's Lake, he's got three kids 
that will always go out there. My sister has three kids and they ... so this farm will 
stay in the family .... When I'm gone, I hope it stays in the kids' families too. It's a 
place where we always go out and we get together and we've had lots of fun. We 
put up a volleyball net out there. We have horseshoes. We have bocce ball. It's a 
great place to get together for our families. Great memories of fishing out at Dome 
Creek. And great memories of hunting. My oldest brother Joe from Kamloops, my 
brother Tony and I, we've hunted together every single year. This will be our 36th 
year. Like I said, we're a very, very close family. And Richard Allen, who's my 
sister's husband, he is part of our group now. I mean when he married into the 
family, they married in '65, he became a part of our family right away so he's just 
like another brother. Very, very close family, so we've got a lot of excellent 
memories out there and we still do a lot of great things out there now. 

James: Is there anything you'd like to ask me? 

What I'd like to say is it's kind of interesting to find someone, like yourself, who 
is interested in doing research on the history of the Robson Valley, or the Upper 
Fraser valley, whatever you want to call it, because what happens now is a lot of 
this stuff is going to get out to people who have never really experienced anything 
like that. A lot of people nowadays, young people ... I mean our kids too. I mean, 
they don't understand what it was like to live in an isolated place like that years 
ago, even though we didn't find it a hardship because we didn't know different. 
We didn't have anything else. But for the newer generation, it will be interesting 
for them to pick up a book or whatever and sit down and read about it. I mean I 
find that very interesting myself to pick up a book and read about the people that 
came out there in the early ... 

James: It's amazing. 
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It's fantastic. So it's interesting to see someone like yourself doing research like 
this. 

James: There's several of us. 

I know that. One of the people actually interviewed Clare and Richard Allen out at 
Nukko Lake and did a thing about that Nukko Lake country. The reason I know 
that is my wife and I, what we do is we go out and look after their store to allow 
them to get away once in awhile and see their kids in Vancouver. 

. . 

James: I didn't know much about the area until my professors, who are 
running the project, spoke to me about it. I knew a little bit about it but now 
I'm just fascinated about the area. I can't seem to get enough. 

The lady that called me was Laura. 

James: Laura Ryser, yeah. 

Yeah, Laura Ryser, she's the one that contacted us. 

James: There's three other professors that are involved in it. Aileen Espiritu 
and Greg Halseth and Gail Fondahl. Two of them are human geographer 
professors, both Greg and Gail are, and Aileen is history. 

So you go to UNBC? 

James: Yeah. It's a wonderful school and all my profs are great. 

We 're so fortunate that we have that university here in Prince George, I'll tell you, 
and it's good to see. My sister-in-law, she works up at the university. She's the 
buyer up there, Sheila Johnson ... or Sheila Keith I mean. It's great. 

James: I'm going to turn this off now but thanks very much. 

You 're very welcome. 
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The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is e.,amining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday li ves of people who lived and \\ Orked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: ~n1,.) ~ LJ"",<"1c.<:: 

Place of interview: __ _,_z4--'-~__._V __ e,s __ c_rf:!J __ c::.. __ ~ __ e-_--___ _ 

Mailing Address of Participant t,,Je.~ ~C:::<J£qs ~-C 

Date: n /1 /0~ -----,p-~~c....-,,~_.,,,--=--------

My participation in th is research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information· from the project at any time. Within the research project. my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio. 

video, or photographic. and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars. timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 



.. . . 

permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Panicip.ml Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-668-+ (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is 'S°'l?,.~'s -e.J--c.::,, (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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John Broderick: Summary 
Interviewed on 07/10/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Broderick was born in Dome Creek in 1943. His father and mother were 
originally from Yugoslavia, and came to Dome Creek in 1928. His father worked as a 
logger, dairy farmer, and eventually a beef farmer. During his late teenage years and 
early twenties, Mr. Broderick worked for the Red Rock mill, owned by Herb Fichtner at 
the time. 

Mr. Broderick lived in Dome Creek until 1966. He moved to Prince George after 
Northwood bought out Red Rock and continued to work for Northwood. He moved his 
way up through the hierarchy of Northwood and eventually became a steam engineer. 

Mr. Broderick recalls that when it came time for him to commute to McBride to 
complete his high school education, he became quite home sick. The first semester was 
quite difficult for him. He remembers his life in Dome Creek as being very peaceful. Mr. 
Broderick still owns the farm that his parents owned and operated when he was growing 
up. He and his family continued farm operations for twenties years, while at the same 
time he was working full time for Northwood. He feels it is important for his family to 
keep this farm, and will leave it for his two daughters. Mr. Broderick hopes the farm will 
stay in his family permanently. The interview went well as Mr. Broderick and myself 
were at ease. 

Additional Contacts 

Clara Allen at Nukko Lake 
Mr. and Mrs. Howe in Dome Creek 
David Howe (son of the above) and his wife Wendy run the post office currently in Dome 
Creek 
Ed Hale in McBride (he lives in the only senior citizens home in McBride) 
Paula Taphorn in McBride 



Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N4Z9 

Mr. John Broderick 
4544 Cascade A venue 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M6J5 

Dear Mr. Broderick: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Dome Creek with you. Thank-you for taking 
the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser 
Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, 
as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was particularly 
informative to hear your experiences with Northwood, as well as your commitment to the 
family farm. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 




