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Interview #63 Cox Interview April 9, 2000 

Vanessa: When did you move toAleza Lake? 

Soma: In 1961, October 7th - 19 years old, just married. 

Vanessa: How long did you stay there? 

Soma: Til 1974. 

Vanessa: And what did you do in Aleza Lake? 

Soma: What did we do in Aleza Lake? The first 13 years we didn't have running 
water. The first ... almost 5, we didn't have electricity. But that was fine. We 
didn't have any children for the first 5 years or so. We packed water from the 
creek across the road and chopped wood and did a lot of things like that. We 
actually had a lot of fun. We were just kids ourselves, newlyweds. TV wasn't 
available at the time of course, as we didn't have electricity, just radio. Reading 
was always much enjoyed, and still is. We were pretty involved with the people in 
the community and we had a lot of fun that way. Helped my sister-in-law and 
brother-in-law in their little general store and did a lot of babysitting. Fishing, 
hunting and shovelling snow took care of a lot of our time. When our children 
came along, many happy moments were spent in the great outdoors. 

Vanessa: Other than the general store job, did you have an actual job? 

Soma: No. 

Vanessa: But you moved to Aleza Lake because Bud had a job, is that right? 

Soma: Yes. He worked at Trick's mill, one mile down the road towards Upper 
Fraser. 

Geoffrey: I was just wondering how many people lived in the community? 

Soma: It was ... I can't remember the numbers. Bud may be able to but we had ... 
The BC Forest Service was quite active at the time just west of Aleza Lake. And 
at Trick's mill, there were a number of residents living there and it was a full 
crowd. A lot of young people ... lots of little children. The year I had my first one 
born, there were 13 ladies pregnant, including myself, all born within about a 3 
month period. That says something for the winters. 

Vanessa: Did people move out of Aleza Lake a lot or did they just stay? 
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Soma: They were, for the most part, pretty stable ... not too transient, no. 

Vanessa: And then if they left, did they leave because of the mill, like when it 
closed down? 

Soma: I'm sorry? 

Vanessa: When you guys left, did you leave because the mill closed or ... 

Soma: No, no. We bought a mobile home. We bought a little chunk of land in 
Aleza Lake and the day we were putting in our septic tank, it rained and it floated 
on top of the ground. So we got discouraged and thought, "that's it, we'll move it 
to Upper Fraser instead". And we did that in 1974. 

Vanessa: And other people in Aleza Lake, if they were moving back and 
forth, was it because of mill work, like they'd come and cycle through? 

Soma: No, I think in a lot of ways, there came a time for their children to go to 
highschool. A lot of them considered it at that time. Even though I didn't have a 
problem with living in the country, a lot of young gals found it quite difficult to 
live in an isolated area and I could understand that with them too. By then, I think 
some just wanted to move on. 

Vanessa: Were there any community events that ... like the women would get 
together and do? 

Soma: Yes, we basically made our own. We had little things like exercise groups 
and stitch and chatter ... the usual little things. Played cards. Because we had a lot 
of young children the same ages, we were involved in that quite a bit. 

Vanessa: What was the school like in Aleza Lake? 

Soma: Our two children didn't go to school at Aleza Lake by that time. It was 
Upper Fraser and so our oldest ended up busing when she started grade one, and 
then of course we moved up just in time for our son to start school right in Upper 
Fraser. 

Vanessa: 19 ... ? 

Soma: 1974. 

Vanessa: And was it a one-room school? 
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Soma: In Aleza Lake or Upper Fraser? 

Vanessa: Upper Fraser? 

Soma: Upper Fraser was from grade one to seven so it was a few portables and a 
small main school. It was renovated and enlarged in ... I believe it was the early 
1980s when we had a battle to put the gymnasium in, which we won, and did 
happen. 

Vanessa: Where did most people work when you lived in Aleza Lake? 

Soma: Trick's mill, the Forestry and Department of Highways were there. 

Bud: And Upper Fraser. 

Soma: And a few from Upper Fraser at the time. 

Bud: Fichtner' s Mill 

Soma: And Fichtner's mill. There was lots of little portable sawmills along the 
way too. 

Vanessa: Do you know how many? Just a guess. 

Soma: No, that can be Bud's department. 

Vanessa: What kind of house did you live in when you were in Aleza Lake? 

Soma: We lived in a little cozy framed home, just one level. Two bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, outhouse, and porches. 

Vanessa: When you said you didn't have electricity for the first five years, 
when you got electricity, was it given to you by the mill? 

Soma: No, actually BC Hydro finally came out at that time, When we were first 
married we were told to never, ever look for Hydro up that way because it just 
wouldn't happen but Bud and I were pretty optimistic. We just knew it would. 

Vanessa: And then your water obviously was town, lake water? Like you 
weren't the only house to get water. Like everyone else got it too? 

Soma: We never had running water until we moved to Upper Fraser but the 
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electricity part -- (from BC Hydro), we all got the same time. The odd person did 
have their wells and things like that of course, and there were a few private power 
plants but most of us didn't have it. We packed our water in buckets from a creek 
which ran between the road and the railway track -- from 1961 to 1974. Most of 
the other people did the same -- packed water from the creek. Some still do. In the 
winter time, we spent a lot of time chopping a hole through the ice large enough 
for our pails to go in. Winters were very harsh in those days. 

Vanessa: Would they just use a wood stove? 

Soma: Wood stove, yes and a coal oil lamp and candles. I was scared of the gas 
lamp. Propane stoves were used by a few people. 

Geoffrey: Was transportation in and out of the town, was it mainly private 
vehicle or was it train or ... 

Soma: We didn't have a vehicle for the first ... close to 5 years so we either ended 
up with a ride with our brother-in-law and sister-in-law or we went on the local 
train into Prince George and home again on the passenger was how we mostly did 
it. The roads were pretty bad in those days of course. 

Vanessa: Did you have to do most of your shopping in Prince George? 

Soma: Groceries we bought mostly at Aleza Lake general store, and anything else 
in Prince George. We also went to Prince George for other things -- appointments 
with doctors, dentists, etc. -- 100 mile round trip. We thought nothing of it, as we 
all did it. 

Vanessa: Did most people in Aleza Lake, did they own their own homes or 
were they rented from the mill? 

Soma: Most in Aleza Lake owned their homes -- we rented ours. The residents at 
Trick's mill rented from the company. 

Vanessa: Did the mill play a role in the community get-togethers, like your 
stitch and chat thing? I don't remember what you called it. 

Soma: In Aleza Lake we were involved with the surrounding areas. And once we 
were in Upper Fraser, the company was always very good at helping us along and 
backing us and was willing to do an awful lot for us, especially if we were actively 
trying to get things going. 

Vanessa: So like for fund-raising events, they would fund you ... 
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Soma: They would help with fund-raising events, plus they also provided the 
Upper Fraser community hall. The gymnasium, of course, when the school was 
enlarged, was very much thanks to Northwood at the time. Over the years, 
Northwood put on many Christmas dinners for the people, and supplied material 
and labour to help with some community projects. 

Vanessa: Did women work outside of the home? Like were women able to get 
jobs at the mill as a janitor or anything? 

Soma: Not a lot. In 1976 I worked in the mill for 6 months. Then again for 6 
months in 1978-1979. Then as a janitor in the mill and main office for 16 years 
casual work. Some of the women worked at the school -- janitor work, etc .. Also 
port office work and at the grocery stores. We planted trees in 1973 and 1974. 
Most of the women did not work outside their homes. There were not a lot of jobs 
available. 

Vanessa: Where did most people in the community come from? 

Soma: In Upper Fraser, they came from everywhere, all walks of life. Many from 
the Vancouver area even. A real variety everywhere. 

Vanessa: And in Aleza Lake, is that the same? 

Soma: In Aleza Lake, I can't say. People coming into the forestry from wherever 

Geoffrey: Railroad. 

Soma: Railroad, ja, wherever they were stationed before. That would be Bud's 
department too. 

Vanessa: Were there any foreign immigrants or anything, like French 
immigrants or ... 

Geoffrey: Chinese, Japanese ... 

Soma: Ja, there were many people ... different groups. 

Bud: You're talking to an immigrant. 

Soma: Ja, actually I was born in Denmark too. There were people from the 
Portuguese and Italian people, my dear old Yugoslavian friend and many French 
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Canadians. Also Swedes and Finns, Canadian Indians, German, East Indian, 
Dutch, and Bahamas. 

Bud: Hungarian 

Soma: Quite a mix. 

Vanessa: But there was no different treatment for those people? 

Soma: No. In lots of ways we were one big family. We got to know them well. 
That's the nicest thing about such an area, I think it's all the great people we met 
from all walks of life. Our children learned about many different cultures at an 
early age. I would often have East Indian food for lunch, followed by Portuguese 
wine and sweet bread at another friend's place. Of course there were always some 
people who kept to themselves. 

Geoffrey: So is a rural community a little bit different from today, I'd say. 

Soma: Ja, I loved it. That's why we stayed, I think. 

Vanessa: Was there ever any dances where both male and females got 
together? 

Soma: There were ... Bud can tell about the earlier years more, but in Upper 
Fraser, it was quite an active community. It went through spells where not as 
much was happening and then all of a sudden, really active. Lots of dancing and 
lots of different types of events there. Of course, some wild parties too. 

Vanessa: Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

Geoffrey: We could have her draw a sketch of Aleza Lake. 

Vanessa: Do you want to? 

Soma: Okay. Basically the outline of Aleza Lake and going into Upper Fraser. 

Vanessa: Yeah. 

Soma: That's Prince George and we're coming into Aleza Lake. We lived in a 
little home, the last one. It's been tom down since, but the last one on the east side 
of Aleza Lake. And then continue further down about another mile you come to 
Trick's mill where Bud worked. And then another 4 miles to Upper Fraser. It 
doesn't look quite right on my sketch. 
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Geoffrey: Were all the houses sort of situated together or were they fairly 
large lots or small lots? 

Soma: Through Aleza Lake, they were mostly small lots ... a half acre or 
whatever. Trick's mill there were half a dozen, 8 or so homes, I believe. Bud can 
clarify that. And then Upper Fraser, 19 ... to my memory, 1975, 10 of the newer 
houses were built at the time and the following year, the other ten right across 
from the trailer where we lived and then a smattering of mobile homes and houses 
through the years. Probably 128 children were the most I remember in the school 
the year we got the new gymnasium for the school. 

Geoffrey: Where was the store located? 

Soma: The store in Aleza Lake? 

Geoffrey: Yeah. 

Soma: Would be down just entering Aleza Lake. There were a number of homes 
in between here. 

Geoffrey: Was there a school there? 

Soma: That would have been somewhere ... 

Bud: Right where Gervais is living now, on top of the hill. 

Soma: Bud's memory of that would be better than mine. 

Vanessa: There's more homes that you mentioned were being made in Upper 
Fraser? 

Bud: Where are you at? Is this Upper Fraser or Aleza Lake? 

Soma: This is Aleza Lake here. 

Bud: Upper Fraser, yeah, that one's up on the backside. 

Soma: Ja. My proportion here is totally off, and then Upper Fraser, I don't have 
room for the rest of it here, but quite a few ... 

Bud: I can't remember all the places. Some people would. Johnny Trick would 
remember. And Bernice Trick writes for the citizen so she's not hard to find. 
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Johnny Trick's family owned the mill at Hansard Lake (Trick's Mill). 

Soma: But on both ... the sawmill on this side, the mill office, and a certain 
amount of homes. 

Bud: Pat Scully atAleza Lake would remember that too. He lives at Aleza Lake 
yet. 

Soma: And the school down here. 

Bud: He was my brother-in-law when I went out there. 

Vanessa: And that's the what? 

Soma: You see our home here, more houses in front here. We had a park. Mobile 
homes, the old complexes, more houses and the community hall. 

Bud: There's pictures of it. 

Soma: I do have a good picture of Upper Fraser, I'll show you after. 

Geoffrey: We didn't bring our digital camera. 

Vanessa: And these houses that were built in Upper Fraser, the first ten and 
the second ten, were those mill houses or were they people independently 
building ... 

Soma: Mill houses for rent. They were nice homes -- 3 bedroom, nice yards. 

Geoffrey: We can label some of these. 

Soma: These were houses. 

Vanessa: And so that's how people could work and live there·· because they 
were so close together? 

Soma: Ja. One mile to Trick's. Bud used to walk to and from work. We didn't 
have a car yet. 

Geoffrey: The roads, did they have planks on them? 

Bud: Yeah, along the Giscome straight stretch was one place they planked in 
between Upper Fraser and Aleza Lake. Some of the people that Ii ved in Aleza 
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La.ke still worked at Upper Fraser. And you had Sinclair Mills up past that. 

Vanessa: Were there houses at Trick's mill? 

Bud: Yup. 

Soma: Ja, until to late 1960's. 

Bud: Until they shut down. 

Soma: And then, one gentleman, Peter Podrapovich, until he passed away in 
1989. He lived alone there with a dog. We have some wonderful write-ups on him 
if you're interested in a picture of him. And he lived there since 1930 something I 
think. 

Vanessa: Was there a bunkhouse at the mill too? 

Soma: There was, ja. There was a bunkhouse and ... 

Bud: At both mills. All the mills had bunkhouses. A bunkhouse and a cookhouse. 

Soma: So the mill site is down here, the lake here - Hansard La.ke. And of course 
the railroad track went through everything. 

Vanessa: And you said that the train would come by twice a day, once in the 
morning and then you could come back on the passenger train? 

Soma: At that time ... I have no idea when it changed but at one time we used to 
be able to go in on the local and chug, chug, chug all the way and come home on 
the passenger, depending on the time of year that the time changed. Through the 
middle of the night or ten at night for awhile. Also many freight trains passed 
through. 

Bud: Ten, something like that, until it changed. 

Soma: And that was always quite a riot. We always had a few who would come 
home after a little bit of a toot. One old fellow always announced, as he boarded 
the train, that he was the "mayor" of Aleza La.ke. He always enjoyed his "one too 
many". 

Vanessa: And then the train brought the supplies for the general store and 
stuff like that? 
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Bud: Brought a lot of it and the mail. 

Soma: The store owners would be out to meet the passenger to take supplies in 
and then of course, during forest fire season, lots of special orders picked up 
because they ordered in for all the fires along the way. And it was nothing to see 
them busy through the night preparing orders to send out to the different fires and 
things. 

Vanessa: Were there a lot of fires? 

Soma: Ja. In the summer time, ja, there were. 

Vanessa: Did anything major in the town ever burn down, like the mill or 
anything? 

Bud: before our time. 

Soma: Ja, just the one house, the Cooks. 

Bud: In Aleza Lake there used to be a hotel. That was before my time though. 

Geoffrey: Was there a doctor in town? 

Bud: No. Prince George had 20,000 people, 10,000 people you knew. 

Soma: Everybody hoped they'd make it in time when it was time for the babies to 
be born. 

Vanessa: Do you want to say anything else that I maybe missed? 

Soma: No, I think I got it all. I enjoyed my life there. It was a chance to be where 
my husband worked and when we were in Upper Fraser we could walk to work, 
2 or 3 minutes and we'd be there. My favorite thing is all the wonderful people 
that we met over the years and we still have great contact with so many of them. 
There were a lot of people who were community club minded and all were very 
community minded. If anything happened they were all there, "what could they do 
to help?", that sort of thing. 

Bud: Don't forget about the little cliques and the little fights and the ... 

Soma: Ja, but those were fun for the most part. They were just human things. 

Vanessa: Do you have anything else? 
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Geoffrey: No. Thanks very much. 

Soma: When it's off I'll get the picture and I'll show you. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

Geoffrey: we should say who we are so the transcriber knows what's going 
on. 

Bud: When did I first get there? In the 1950s. I moved out in 1950-51, somewhere 
in that area. If you ever talk to Scully, he'll tell you. My younger brother and I 
went out to live with my brother-in-law and my sister. That would be close to 
1951-52. 

Vanessa: And how old were you when you went there? 

Bud: That's a good question. How old was I? In 1952 would be ... yeah around 10, 
9 or 10 years old. 

Vanessa: When did you first get a job in the mill? What was your first job in 
the town? 

Bud: My first job where people actually paid me wages I think I was 14 years old. 

Vanessa: Where did you work? 

Bud: I worked in the sawmill, planer mill, for the summer months. 

Vanessa: And you went to school during the year? 

Bud: Yeah. 

Vanessa: In Aleza Lake or in Prince George? 

Bud: There was a school in Aleza Lake. 

Geoffrey: How big was the school? 

Bud: It had classes 1-7 in it and when we had a population explosion there, they 
actually built another one for the smaller kids. We had gas lights in it, propane I 
mean. As a matter of fact, a local realtor taught me out there. He met with one of 
the teachers, one of my teachers before I'd go to Prince George. Bernice Trick 
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was a teacher out there a long time too. I wasn't going to school then, at least not 
at Aleza Lake when she taught there. McGillvary, Gladwin, also Louis Matte, 
were some other teachers I can remember. 

Geoffrey: How many people were in your class? 

Bud: I can't remember. If I had to sit down and start naming names ... 

Geoffrey: Was it just a handful of people or ... 

Bud: No, there'd be 20 or 30 around there. Not in my class, in the school right? It 
was a single room school, multiple classes. 

Vanessa: And then you married Sorna when you were nineteen? 

Bud: That's right. 

Vanessa: And then you worked still in the mill then? 

Bud: I'd come to Prince George to go to school in Prince George for ... until I was 
19. And then I went back to work for the sawmill out there, planer mill. I think it 
was called Aleza Lake Planer Mill. We always referred to it as Trick's sawmill 
because that's what I grew up knowing it as, and it probably retained the name for 
awhile. We married when I was 19 and we moved back toAleza Lake, which was 
a culture shock for us, you know. I should tell you, if you ever interview Pat 
Scully, he was my brother-in-law there, but when we first moved out there they 
were still logging with horses in the 1950s. Things like caterpillars and chain 
powered saws. I can remember my brother-in-law coming home with a whole 
armload of crosscut saws because that's how they felled the trees. When they'd 
skid them out they'd have three men crews to skid them out on the landing and 
pull it across the lake. The sawmill was run by steam power. Here are the kids 
[looking at picture] 

Vanessa: Are you there? 

Bud: Yup. 

Geoffrey: It's pretty tough, I don't know which one though. 

Bud: I'm not sure where I am or which one. There's Louis Gaal. See my brother. 
There's my dog right out front. Coreen Gervais, that's another one. They've lived 
there all their lives, the Gervais's. She lives inAleza Lake still. Coreen and 
Robert Gervais. And some of the Gaal boys, I believe Andy Gaal still lives in 
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Prince George. I know Rose Gaal does and they lived right at the mill, at Trick's 
as did Johnny Trick too. I can't even see me there. Probably got a hood down. 
Don't matter anyway. I know I'm in it. That's why I have it. I haven't looked at 
this for many years. What else did you want to ask? 

Vanessa: Your job in the mill, what did you do? 

Bud: When I first started? 

Vanessa: Yes. 

Bud: Pile lumber just like any other .... I piled lumber when I started in the 
sawmill 

Vanessa: And then what did you eventually end up doing? 

Bud: When I moved to Upper Fraser? 

Vanessa: Yeah. 

Bud: I operated machines. Like I started out piling lumber and then I ran the edger 
and then I was a charge hand on the green chain - big important job there. I 
eventually become a sawmill foreman and a planer foreman. And then I went back 
operating machinery after 6 1/2 - 7 years. I did supervision and then I ended doing 
watchman, security. Quite frankly it was the best job I ever had. Made more 
money at it than I did as a supervisor. 

Vanessa: You said they used horses in the beginning. When did that stop? 

Bud: That would be in the mid '50s. They were already starting to go out in 1951-
52 there. They kept telling the men "well these machines will put more men to 
work", you know and then the power saws come in .... I remember my brother-in
law and a fellow by the name of Denny Ratcliff - I think it was Denny Ratcliff -
him and Pat bought one of the first power saws. I could be wrong on Pat's partner 
in that. Big two man McCullough, had a long bar in it. Like all machines, they 
found out that well if two men could operate it, one man could operate it better 
and make more money because he'd cut a man out. Technology. There was lots of 
communities up there, when you went along, you went to Newlands, you started 
all the way out, Eagle Lake. Eagle Lake sawmill was still there. And then you had 
Newlands, they had their little school. AndAleza Lake, and then you went to 
Upper Fraser, and then you went to Sinclair Mills, Penny, Dewey etc. 

Geoffrey: For the '50s, what were the wages like in the '50s? 
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Bud: Well I can tell you what they were more like in the '60s. In the '60s, I 
believe my take home pay for the month was about ... twice a month, I'd get less 
than $300 for the month. So figure it out. I started out there at under a dollar an 
hour, when I was working in the sawmill, and the wages were going up there. And 
when I finished I was making close to $25. 

Geoffrey: Big difference. 

Bud: Yeah. When I worked in the sawmill I worked in the filing room and I was at 
supervision and I sawed and lots of other .. . worked in portables doing the same 
thing. Yeah, there's a big difference there. When I could make $2 an hour, if I was 
living on what I was making, which was what? A buck, twenty-five when we got 
married. Was it that? 

Soma: Pretty close. 

Bud: Yeah, and that was in 1966 somewhere in there. I figured ifl could make 
over $2 an hour, I would be able to retire by the time I was 30. 

Geoffrey: The time period you see the biggest wage increases over the years? 

Bud: Probably 1980s when we started ... as the unions got stronger. You have to 
realize in the 1950s ... I think it was 1952 or something, they had a major strike in 
'52- '55 where they actually went back to 5 cents an hour cheaper, less than they 
were offering in the first place. But once the unions really got a little more control, 
all the people had a little more solidarity, then the wages and the working 
conditions really did improve lots. When I was in supervision I used to get in 
arguments with management and I said that management created unions, you 
know, just by treatment of the men. They could have saved themselves probably 
$10 an hour just by giving them 5 cents every year or two. And then of course, as 
the wages went up, the men went out because it applied more pressure, especially 
in the forest industry which is the primary industry here. It put more pressure on 
the interior mills to become more efficient so in lots of ways, we can thank the 
unions for efficiency because they were trying to save money, cut out a man, get a 
better machine, or cut out ten men. When I left Upper Fraser, when I retired, we 
were cutting probably more logs, more lumber, in a week than some of the 
sawmills along the line did in a whole year. We were processing more. At one 
time, I think, the Trick Lumber Company, a winter's logging would be close to 
7 million board feet. That would be their cutting because they only ran 6 months a 
year, and then everybody would go to the woods because it was all steam. Even in 
Upper Fraser and Eagle Lake, which were state of the art mills at that time, were 
probably only cutting around 100-120,000 a shift where now they can cut 500,000 
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a shift. 

Geoffrey: Quite a big difference. 

Bud: Yes. I know at Upper Fraser there, that they've had days with two shifts 
combined where they'd cut over a million board feet and if you go to the east and 
sawed there, that's probably a shift for the mills grouped in there. And they're 
doing it with less men. 

Geoffrey: How's the safety at the mills? 

Bud: Actually the companies found out that it was ... in the early days, it wasn't 
really that great but the companies found out that it was more cost effective to 
have a safe working environment. Some places ... I believe the unions and WCB 
pointed that out to them. But not taking away from the companies, once they got 
really involved in it, they ... I'm not trying to be politically correct there because I 
don't really care because I'm not working for anybody anymore but the ... once 
they got involved in it and set up for it, they did it. That's one thing about sawmill 
people, they're very efficient, whether it's management or the guy who cleans up 
the floor, they generally found the best way and then when they decide to do 
something, they do it well. For the most part, there were safety committees 
between the union and the company because it's actually to their benefit, along 
with the WCB. There's safety in both. It's growing by leaps and bounds. At one 
time there, it was a funny word. When I started out, you didn't wear hearing 
protection in the sawmills. "Huh?" When you worked in the planer mill, that's 
what you heard all year long. Even when you went home, you cranked the radio 
up. I know my wife would be, "tum that radio down". I couldn't hear it because 
you'd have that [imitates buzzing sound]. 

Vanessa: Did you have any side jobs like ... or did you just work at the mill 
all year round? 

Bud: When you lived in that area, you worked in the sawmill or in the woods. 
You can differentiate because the people that worked in the woods industry, in the 
timber cutting and hauling the logs and whatnot, their jobs were quite a bit 
different than in a sawmill environment. In a sawmill environment, you went to 
work, you started when the whistle blew, you quit when the whistle blew. Your 
job didn't change, but when you worked cutting logs and hauling them, your 
location changed all the time and you were faced ... you were out in the elements, 
obviously. At the time that they were out in the deep snow or the bugs ... the bugs 
were the kicker. 

Vanessa: So you moved to Upper Fraser because you got a better job then? Is 
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that why you moved from Aleza Lake? 

Bud: Well actually the company we were working for was ... had shut down the 
sawmill and was just sort of doing [reman??] and at that time I had a very bad 
temper and I got mad and I quit. Which was the first time my temper ever did me 
any good. So that's why I went to Upper Fraser. We just had a ... my daughter 
was just born. It was about 32 years ago, 33. 

Soma: Ja, in 1966. 

Bud: I had an argument with a supervisor. I didn't really need the job anyway. 
That's when I went to Upper Fraser. 

Vanessa: If there's no electricity in town, there's obviously electricity at the 
mill, right? 

Bud: There obviously was, yeah. They generated their own. They had a big steam 
generating plant and that's what they'd bum sawdust or shavings in it. And then 
some people had their own little diesel generators but then they didn't run that 
year round either. 

Vanessa; What kind of technology was at the mill? Like did you have a 
beehive burner or ... 

Bud: You had beehive and open burners, yeah. At Trick's, it wasn't even a true 
beehive. It was just open towards the lake. At Upper Fraser they had a beehive 
burner. Most of them had beehive type burners. And then we upgraded to the ... 
actually a high tech burner which was the olivine burner which you see in the 
picture there [inaudible]. There wasn't too many people up there to disturb you. 

Vanessa: How does a beehive burner work? I've seen one ... like an old one at 
Sinclair Mills but I. .. 

Bud: They have a ... you know what a conveyor is? It hauls the debris up, drops it 
in it, and then you light it on fire, but it has air forced up from the bottom. You see 
they have openings called pots which allow forced air up through the bottom . 

Geoffrey: Kind of like a blacksmith's fire? 

Bud: Yeah, almost. Because you have more ... yeah because it's a wider area on 
the bottom. Where the olivine burner was an advantage when they actually started 
... they had air forced from the outside, then it runs off temperatures. It would bum 
at the most efficient temperature. Beehive burners did always bum ... there was so 
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many different types and quite frankly, I didn't really care how they burned it. So 
I'm just seeing it from looking in. But generally you forced air from the bottom 
and it burnt. [Re-Olivine Burner - Air was circulated from the walls as well as the 
bottom (computer controlled)] 

Geoffrey: How many people worked at the mill in Aleza Lake? 

Bud: AtAleza Lake? I can't ... to tell you the truth, I couldn't really remember. 
Including supervisors and everything, I would doubt whether it would be over 75 
maximum. That's in the planer, sawmill, two shifts, and then the sawmill would 
go down in the winter time because the lake would freeze over, and we took out 
of the pond there. The people that worked there would go to the portable sawmills 
and to the woods. Some of them would go logging, some of them stayed with the 
sawmills. There's actually a ... see the running list, you can't count them. 

Soma: 295 on that one. 

Bud: That probably gives you a pretty accurate count on it. That was later on. That 
was after we were married, wasn't it? That one time? 

Soma: That was 1964. 

Vanessa: So when you got a new job, your position raised and stuff, did you 
have to apply for it or did they just say, you have the skills, do this now? 

Bud: Before the union and seniority got to be really strong there, they paid lip 
service to advancement there. If you wanted to train as a saw filer ... at one time 
you realize, when you went to train with a saw filer or something, you paid the 
head filer to train you. This is before 1950, probably early in the '50s. You 
actually paid ... you went up there and you swept the floor. If you wanted to learn 
how to fit a handsaw or a headsaw or whatever, you actually paid the round saw 
man, which most of them were round saws at that time. And a lot of the trades, if 
you were handy, there was no real certification. You went and you trained under 
the person ... the millwright or the blacksmith or .... when I first moved to Aleza 
Lake, as a kid, they still had a blacksmith working there of course, because they 
had horses. And that wasn't that long ago. At least not long ago to me. Maybe to 
you. That's how we used to get logs here too. You will see the decks down there 
on the lake. That was at Trick's. They'd haul them down ... this is when they 
started actually getting more trucks hauling and then they'd pull them out. I think 
we've got pictures of the jammer and whatnot. 

Vanessa: You floated the logs down the river right? 
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Bud: Not here, that's a lake. This is Trick's sawmill. That's right on the lake. At 
Upper Fraser they would haul logs down to parts of the river, yeah, and dump 
them in, and we'd bale them out in the spring. But then after they developed the 
log decks, the moving log decks, you've been in sawmills? 

Geoffrey: Yeah. 

Bud: All the log deck is is a series of chains running like this. So now they can 
take a machine, they dump the logs on here, and they have buckets here and logs 
come here and it comes to an infeed here. So they don't need to put logs in water 
anymore. At one time there, you had a pond and you had actually a deal like that. 
It was actually a ... if you looked at it from the top, it was a trough, okay ... with 
the chains in here with little spikes in it and the log would travel up this out of the 
water. One end would be in the water here and then you'd just feed it in and pull 
the log up into the sawmill out of the water. And there would be a ... some places 
had a cut off saw down here to cut them away. This type of outfit ... some have 
saws up here, like if you went to Carrier, and then in Upper Fraser, they have a 
big cut off saw. Some saws come out this way. The one in Upper Fraser sort of 
drops down on it. And you have stoppers so that when it comes out, the log butts 
up, they bring the saw down, cut the log and then it's kicked to one barker or the 
other. 

Vanessa: Did they develop this kind of ... 

Bud: I believe that Mr. Carrier was one of the first ... or Bill Kordyban, I think he 
was one of the first in this part of the country that developed actually the moving 
log bit. I'm not sure on that. See then the logs would come up, then they'd run 
into a trough and then a machine brings them in, they're cut to length and kicked 
off. 

Vanessa: Were there any kind of pollution problems with the river because 
of the sawmills? Like did the government ever say like you can't use the river 
anymore or anything like that? 

Bud: Like? 

Vanessa: I don't know. Because like nowadays, are you still allowed to use 
the rivers and lakes? 

Bud: I don't think there's too many people floating logs down the river. 

Geoffrey: It's trucked. 
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Bud; It's trucked in. Because at one time ... even at Upper Fraser, they used to 
truck it to one side, dump it in the river here, but then they'd bale out on this side 
eh. Like they'd be up here and they'd have decks along the river bank and they'd 
push them in and they'd come down and then they'd take them out. Yeah that's 
stopped because of environmental policies. And it wasn't really cost effective. 
And you're handling the logs a lot more too and you're going to lose some. You 
ever see what's coming down the Fraser River? Don't worry about throwing a log 
in it. That's a pretty big river. 

Geoffrey: Have we covered most of those questions yet? 

Vanessa: Yeah, because we covered all the ... 

[comment inaudible] 

Vanessa: Well housing we did with Sorna, the social issues we did with 
Sorna. I guess we could do the ... 

Bud: They used to ... a lot of people used to go in together and bring coal out too, 
like a boxcar full of coal for the winter days. Barrels of diesel. 

Geoffrey: They brought them in by ... 

Bud: They bring them in by train. When someone ... like Aleza Lake there, when 
we first lived out there, 4 or 5 families would go together and they'd order so 
much coal so they'd bring a coal car out, put it on the siding, the men would go 
down and unload it. The storekeeper, Lorne Lyle, would weigh out the amount 
we ordered. I think one of his [Lome Lyle's] daughters wrote a book about some 
of her memories of Aleza Lake. Another thing that Soma probably never 
mentioned ... did you mention about that's the oldest research forest at Aleza Lake 
in BC, with complete records? There's a fellow, he used to work with the Forests 
and his name was Ralf Hellenious. He was a Finn -- ran the Scout Troup as well 
as being keeper of the tree nursery. 

[ end of side one] 

... recorded research stations in BC and the interior for sure. I think there's a write 
up in the Citizen. 

Geoffrey: How many years does it go back? 

Bud: It goes back to when I was a kid anyway. It goes back before I was a kid. I 
remember when I was small we used to go down there and there was a creek 
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flowing at the bottom. We used to go up there and catch fish and we'd see them 
out there drilling holes in trees. Soma actually planted up there for the Forestry. 

Soma: In 1962 for a number of months. 

Bud: I forget a lot of the names. Like I say, if you can get a hold of Scully and get 
him to talk to you, his memory goes back before mine and he was involved as a 
faller and a supervisor right in the woods. I spent most of my time in a sawmill. 

Geoffrey: Do you have his number? 

Bud: Yeah, it's 966-2328. 

Soma: That's Betty and Pat. 

Bud: Are you making coffee or something? 

Soma: I've got it made, ja. And Coreen, like the Gervais', Coreen McDowell. 

Bud: Yeah, Coreen McDowell would be another one. Coreen's husband Ernie, 
his dad was one of the homesteaders out there and they actually had a homestead 
out there and ... 

Soma: M-c-D-o-w-e-1-1. That's Coreen and Ernie. 

Bud: It's hard to believe in the 1950s, 1960s people in there ... when you were 
running water, you ran to the creek and got a bucket. Outhouses. 

Vanessa: Did you use a lot of coal in the winter, like for a family? 

Bud: No, because the wood was so readily available. Do you realize you can't get 
trim blocks from a planer mills. At one time you could get trim blocks. Do you 
know what they do with them now? They actually sort them, grade them ... the 
ones that are no good for ... they will save for hog fuel. But the trim blocks are 
sorted and they're finger jointed. They're sent to a finger jointing plant. They 
actually take these two and one foot pieces and you see it fingered right to the 
wood. Yup, they sell the trim blocks. So you can't get .... At one time you used to 
be able to go to the sawmill and get all the trim blocks. 

Soma: And Robert Gervais is Coreen's brother because Coreen was a Gervais 
too. 

Vanessa: I can give you the phone numbers again. 
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Geoffrey: Great. 

Soma: Robert and Shirley is 966-2377. And Coreen and Ernie is 966-2483. 

Bud: Even now in the sawmill, you know the slabs? Slabs was the outside portion 
of the log. So if you had a log and the bark's around ... okay, this is the bark side, 
eh. They take the bark off now too and then you cut here, that was a slab. And 
then when you had your boards, it might be like this so when you edged it, you'd 
make say a 2x8 or a 2x4, the piece on the outside were slabs. But that's all chip 
now. That's all utilized. They actually had what they called a slabber head on the 
head saw, which is just a band saw, and they have a chipper head which takes that 
and chips it off, so your first cut is a board. So you don't have any waste on the 
outside. The only thing you're wasting now is the bark and sawdust. The 
environmentalists in Prince George, they managed to make sure that they couldn't 
get a fibre board plant in town so a lot this stuff could have been utilized. People 
move next to a railroad track and then bitch because a train goes by, it's too noisy. 
Well when you move next to an industrial site, there's going to be a certain type 
of noise or some type of pollution. However, that's in the past and like I say, I 
don't have to be politically correct because I don't work for anybody. 

Geoffrey: Could you draw us a layout of Upper Fraser, when you were there? 

Bud: Of the townsite or the sawmill? The sawmill changed three times. 

Geoffrey: How about the townsite? 

Bud: The townsite ... that picture is probably just as good .... When we first moved 
there, they were building ... I can't remember just how it went. See the building 
here, the sawmill here, and when I first started there, there'd be a green chain 
coming out there. Later on they got advances like the drop sorter here. The river 
was here. When you come into town ... 

Geoffrey: We need some labelling there. 

Bud: I'm just trying to sort this out. The best thing to do would be is that some 
people have ... Scully might even have a picture of ... I think if you got in contact 
with ... it would be Canfor now or Northwood Upper Fraser, if you really want to 
... and they're generally pretty good so they may give you ... I believe there was 
aerial photographs taken of it which would probably be the best way to go. 

Geoffrey: They have an archive in Montreal which might ... 
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Vanessa: Well we have some Northwood photographs. 

Bud: Soma, those pictures that I have ... the big one Jim gave me, do you know 
where they are? 

Soma: [inaudible??] gladly if you ever want to go through what we have. This is 
that old gentleman in Trick's Mill, that old-timer. 

Bud: There's another one around ... Mr. Purdue's son, he's quite a bit older than 
me. How old is Allan now, is he in the 70s. 

Soma: That's Coreen's brother-in-law. 

Bud: Yeah, Corinne's brother-in-law, she could tell you. Allan Purdue and he 
lives in Prince George somewhere and I couldn't tell you his number but he grew 
up in ... actually in Trick's sawmill townsite and worked there also in the forest 
and sawmill end of it. 

Geoffrey: And he lives in Prince George now? 

Bud: Yeah, he lives around Prince George some place, if you look up Allan 
Purdue. There's lots of Purdues in there. They're probably all related. There's a 
Richard Purdue and Randy Purdue, but if you look for Allan Purdue, that 
would be Richard's and Randy's dad. These are some of the things you'd see. 
That's actually a trailer and he's probably just dumped logs in from the lake. 
That's probably at Eagle Lake. I don't know. It looks like Eagle Lake. You see 
the old type of logging trucks they had when they started hauling with trucks. 
Quite a difference from now. Here's a picture of logging horses. 

Vanessa: They're not like riding horses. They're like big work horses, right? 

Bud: Yeah, they'd be like ... 

Vanessa: Like Belgiums or ... 

Bud: Yeah, they'd be Belgiums or Clydes or a mixture. And they used to run on a 
lot of plank roads when they were logging in Newland too you know. 

Geoffrey: These are real nice pictures. 

Bud: This will give you some sort of idea. This would be at Eagle Lake I believe. 
My brother got me these pictures and I don't know where. He could tell you a lot 
about it too because he worked with this. 
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Geoffrey: That's a good example of a plank road too. 

Bud: Yeah, well this actually goes up. This is a dump. You see the logs how they 
laid on the side there? So they'd trip this, slow it down. Here's an example of a 
plank road ... old Pete, the guy that used to live in this house, right? He actually 
built the plank road. I know another person ... if you did phone Johnny Trick and 
he was willing to cooperate and he probably has pictures and I can't see why he 
wouldn't ... but he'd have pictures. There's [inaudible??] at Aleza Lake. 

Soma: And that's Aleza Lake ... 

Bud: or part of it. This is the part coming in. This guy owns the store there. 
Gervais, he used to live over here. Cook's used to live in that house, and 
Belcher's, Boomhower's, Hamels, oh God, I can't remember everybody's name. 

Geoffrey: I can see why you had to have plank roads ... the mud bog. 

Bud: The first time we went out there, with my brother, they had to push us 
through 3 or 4 holes on the end, the first time we went out there. When you went 
around Eagle Lake in the spring, it would flood so bad that when the guys got on 
a big drunk, they'd miss the road because they didn't see the water there. So 
they'd get on top, you'd see them with their bottles. In the winter there, it took 
them something like 10 hours to get to town. 

Soma: In those days too, the roads were so bad that seasonal layoffs, in early 
years, were laid off twice a year maybe, spring and fall, to bring logs in. 

Geoffrey: I'm not sure if our archives has pictures of Aleza Lake or not. 

Vanessa: I think we have a couple. 

Geoffrey: You've seen it more than I have. 

Bud: Here's the west end [Mr. Purdue's house]. Allan Purdue may have some 
pictures. (like this fellow's son). McDowells probably have some. I'm not sure 
how many Scully has. 

Soma: Otherwise, just give a holler and we'll dig up what we have. 

Bud: Johnny Trick for sure would have some of Trick's sawmill. I don't know if 
Bob Toplis has ... he's in Prince George. His dad was a sawyer in Upper Fraser 
for ... even my brother, when they first ... they used to run the carriages which they 
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load the logs on. They have a lot different equipment now, but they used to have a 
setter and a dagger who would actually ride on the carriage and it was run by 
steam with a big piston and it would push the carriage down and it would come 
back. The sawyer would give the signals and they'd move whichever leavers they 
had ... it was a pretty rough ride because ... especially Mondays eh. Now they have 
it where if you were to go into Lakeland and they call him a sawyer but it's 
automated and loads the logs and it pulls it through 3 chipping heads there and the 
person that's supposed to be operating it, I think he pushes the start button and the 
stop. He would have a manual override. Even at Upper Fraser, they have a 
machine type that ... it's got to be over 100 yards long. And a log goes through 
there and is scanned all along here. It's all enclosed. Take snapshots, they call it. It 
travels ... the frame, the operator sits up here and this is enclosed. As I said, a 
roller is here to start it feeding in and it takes snapshots all along here of your log. 
By the time it gets to here, they space them out here, the computers will set the 
chipping heads. Chipping heads are on the side. And yet in behind, they have 4 
handsaws, if you've seen a handsaw? The computer tells it what to do and these 
chipping heads set the exact size and dimension to get everything they need out of 
it. When it goes through here, either one - two- or three- or all four saws will take 
a cut depending what size of cant they want, what the cutting wood is there. And 
then it will go out, go to what they call a circular saw, gang saw. There's a man 
sitting way up above. He looks like an airplane pilot. He makes the set. Then 
when it goes through, at one time you used to have to make sets manually for the 
edger. They still call them edger. You don't get waste off now, you get chips. But 
now when it goes through a scanner ... there'd be a scanner set up here and as the 
boards pass through here, the chipping heads are set in the saws. So it goes 
through here and it says, okay, if you don't have a board shaped like that, it'll 
decide ... maybe it wants a 2 x 4 here, 6 feet long, because we don't take anything 
else. This will be waste, that will be chip stock or wood. This will be trimmed off 
and will go to the chipper, and then you might want, depending on the orders - if 
it's alpine fir or balsam, they don't make it any wider than 8 inches - well you'd 
have an 8 inch and you might have a 6 inch here. And the scanner tells it to do 
that. 

Geoffrey: A lot faster. 

Bud: Well yes, and the machine isn't going to say, well you have all these boards 
piled behind you, so maybe I'll just make everything a 10 inch here and waste all 
this eh. It's going to make exactly what's put into it. It don't matter how many 
boards are behind it. Where a man would say, all these I can get 8 inch so I've got 
to get going and whip them through eh. It's not very clear but I've always said the 
machines are getting so much smarter than me that I did not want to even do it 
anymore. 
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Geoffrey: They're only as good as what people put into them though, what 
the input was. Garbage in, garbage out. 

Bud: Oh yeah. You've got to remember there's a program that's smarter than you 
because he put it in there. It don't matter what the degree of difficulty is. One 
thing you'll find in the workforce now and when I first started out, I went ... I took 
a lot of these jobs with actually very little education and now you can't get a job 
doing clean-up ... or theoretically you can't get a job and clean up in the sawmill, 
unless you have your Grade 12. Some of these kids I see using these brooms need 
their Grade 12 too so they know which end to put on the floor. Everybody goes in 
with a degree if they're going to advance. That's why they want more education 
out of them. Every kid that I've seen come in the sawmill, "oh yeah, there's lots of 
opportunity in there", but there's only opportunity for the more aggressive. The 
rest is just a pipe dream. 

Soma: And jobs are scarce. People keep them longer than they used to. 

Bud: At one time, when I first started at Upper Fraser, I used to go to work and 
looked back across the road to check the name on the road and make sure I was in 
the right place because I didn't recognize anyone .... we used to say we had a 
group coming, a crew working and a crew leaving, so you never knew who was 
going to be working next to you. But now when you look at seniority lists, they're 
getting quite long. I know if you're on the coast and you went into a sawmill, I've 
seen 3 generations on the seniority board. And now it's, it don't matter how much 
you know or how good you do .... At one time you could ... when I started at the 
sawmill, you could start with that sawmill and probably do better and work right 
through. It might change hands but you're pretty well assured of a job now. We 
used to have about 3 or 4 people pile a thousand board feet of lumber. Now they 
can do that in an hour with two people including strip laying and everything. It's 
all automated. The lumber is all sorted, it goes down what they call a J-bar or sort 
system. They have 72 bins at Upper Fraser. Some of them are larger, some of 
them are smaller. They drop into bins and then an operator drops them down to a 
chain and they go to what they call a sticker stacker. There's two people standing 
there and they bring the load up, and it's piled automatically. So two people ... 2-3 
people can handle ... they figure if there's 500,000 board feet or 104 big kiln 
loads, or 120, they can do that in an 8 hour shift. 

Geoffrey: Takes the fun out of the job. 

Bud: What they found is that WCB is running into - and the sawmills were 
running into - a lot of different problems. You hear the old timers laugh - carpel 
tunnel syndrome is a big one. Nobody had ever heard of carpel tunnel syndrome 
before. Depression has become more prevalent in sawmills because you're stuck 
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at a machine. You're not really moving around. You're probably sitting down for 
the most part, and even if you are moving, it's one part of you moving and you're 
doing the same thing. 

Geoffrey: Are you able to talk to anybody else during the shift? 

Bud: Well one thing about the safety and whatnot and for efficiency, most people 
in the sawmills, the larger sawmills, they all have ... they work on a system of a 
radio because they don't want to call for a millwright and have him walk up, look 
around for the problem. You call the millright on the radio or if there's a problem, 
you call the supervisor and the saw filers, if there's an unscheduled saw change or 
something like this. So they all pack radios now. Another thing they did, I was a 
first aid attendant for how many years there? I forget how many. 

Soma: Quite a few, probably 15 or something. 

Bud: They started paying ... just when I left there, they were giving me a really 
good wage extra. That's why I liked watchman. I worked for a base rate and then I 
got so much for working graveyard all the time and I got so much for a grading 
ticket and then I got so much for a first aid ticket. And then I got guaranteed 18 
hours overtime. So I worked for less money, made more. I made better than a lot 
of the tradesmen. I used to laugh at the watchmen and after I found out how much 
money you could make, Christmas, New Year's, Easter ... big money days. But the 
biggest thing about working in a sawmill was that you go to a sawmill and you 
work a swing shift. That's where they're running into a lot of their problems too 
with health problems, mentally and physically, because a person with a young 
family that's working a graveyard shift, obviously his wife is home ... or an 
afternoon shift. He goes to work 3-4 o'clock. His kids are just coming home. He 
works until 1-2 o'clock, comes home, well his wife and kids are in bed. If you're 
working the graveyard shift, which I worked for about 6-7 years, and all the rest of 
the time I worked a swing shift, never had a steady day. Two weeks on day shift, 
you just get acclimatized to it, and then you're two weeks on night shift. 

Geoffrey: Hard on the body. 

Bud: It's hard on the body and it's hard on the family there and that's where you 
see a ... and then when they go in the woods because of the environmental 
concerns now, a lot of them were unrealistic ... and you go into the woods and 
these guys are going, they get up at 2:00 in the morning a lot of them, come home 
at 11 :00 the next day, night. By the time they get to bed they get 3 hours of sleep 
and they go back. Then a trucker comes down the road with his weights caught 
and they've got the DOT (Department of Transportation) standing out there, and 
his load is 4 inches over height. Maybe one break could screw up on the way 
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through so he's got a $400 fine, or he's overweight. It puts a lot of stress. It's easy 
for people working in the cities to forget that. I went into a store one time and we 
had put these little stickers ... (this dollar was made in the forest industry). One 
lady says, "wrecking the forest and all this. My boyfriend works for the Forestry 
and he says you're doing this and that, it shouldn't be allowed to have this". And 
she made such a stink about it, and I thought well how foolish of you. It says that 
this was made in the forest industry, this is where I work. I mean I'm trying to 
spend a dollar to keep you employed. I'm not really down on environmentalists 
except they have to realize that these are people's lives and they've pointed out a 
lot of wrongs but everything is not wrong, you know. It's like this park thing. 
What good is it to bum it? Why not take the trees out? For one thing, it's spread to 
this side because a bug doesn't care if it's a park. It's not going to say, I'm just 
going to destroy the trees in here naturally. It don't matter which way you do, 
[inaudible??]. 

Geoffrey: That's the beetle infestation. 

Bud: Sooner or later there will be a forest fire and if you go up in here, that place 
was all in fire up in behind the lake, out past the Bowron River up in the 
mountains. I thought there was a fire on these here. There were so many fires and 
so many men working on it, they didn't even have blankets for you. I'm not 
kidding. You see what fire does and the stuff is just devastating and you still have 
to go and plant it. This is one thing the environmentalists have helped and the 
companies are realizing yes, this is another way in government .. . if you go up in 
this area, even up in the Bowron clearcut where there was such a big fire there, 
you go up in there, that's beautiful. You can see it from the mill. A tree grows, it 
grows big and it dies. People say, don't shoot a white tailed bear or moose there 
for people to enjoy. Well I've lived in here all my life and I'm pushing 60 and I 
did see a white bear one time there, and I've seen a half white moose. Now, I 
don't think for other people to enjoy it.. .. What people to enjoy? There may be one 
person who will see that moose before it dies. There's got to be common sense. It 
was the loggers up in that area, they put the roads in, and with the practices they 
have now, with the way they log, I've seen areas where you look at it and .... I hate 
clearcuts, looking at them, but I went back 15-20 years after a clearcut and looked 
in an area and you can't recognize it. It's gorgeous. The trees are growing nice and 
straight, they're growing faster than what it would grow in a fire. Actually with 
the way they log now, take a clearcut here and leave a barrier and whatnot, it's .... 
I've seen a hell of a lot more damage done by fires. It looks horrible. I don't care 
if it is natural. Anyhow.... I didn't tell you the story my brother told. You were 
asking about dances there. At one time there was Russell Rollander and all the 
young fellows were there. They had a party there. Actually the Gervais family 
owned the hall. 
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Soma: This is Aleza Lake now. 

Bud: And it was back and there was a little bit of a swamp. There was never much 
money but there was always a bottle of wine there. Everybody brought their own 
bottle of something. Whether they made it or bought it, it didn't matter. When 
they thought the dance was too quiet Russell said to this fellow named Ike. Told 
this big Ike, it's too quiet in here. I'm going to give you my bottle and you go in 
the hall there and I will come in and start calling you names and say, "you stole 
my bottle, I'm going to have to give you a licking for this", and we'll start a fight 
and get some excitement here, okay? He said, "okay". He took the bottle and then 
went in there and he's sitting down there and he's drinking his bottle. And they 
passed it along there. There were no police or anything out there. They probably 
couldn't have drove out there or if they did, they'd probably sit down and enjoy 
the party and the fights. 10 minutes later, Ike had been talking and 'bs-ing' and 
getting everybody a drink out of Russell's bottle and Russell came in and said 
"Ike, you so and so, you stole my bottle". Big Ike, he looks and says "oh, I'm 
sorry, is this your bottle?". Russell, he's standing there "Ike, you stupid!, we're 
supposed to fight over this". Ike had forgot about the fight. It's funny because 
there used to be a creek running between the two lakes. There still is a creek 
running between the lakes. We call it the dam. It was actually people lived back 
there. There's homesteads all over in there, back in the bush, you wouldn't believe 
it. Old homesteads and old houses, fields and whatnot. I think they must have 
come out with snowshoes and stuff to go to school. That was before my time. A 
couple of places I know they used snowshoes and sleighs because they were still 
living there when I was a kid. I forgot what I was going to talk about. What did I 
start out saying? 

Geoffrey: The little river between the two lakes. 

Bud: Oh yeah, the creek was called a dam, eh? When we were kids, we sat on this 
little bridge across here. We went down there, caught Dolly Varden and whatnot. 
When I moved away and we came back to Prince George, this was the greatest 
thing you ever had. When I got married and when my brother asked ... so when I 
moved back up there, I was kind of looking forward to going there and I went 
there ... and you should never go back because there's this dinky little creek and 
lots of bugs around. It just wasn't the same. So your memories ... it's a hell of a lot 
better in your memory than what you have in reality. There was just this dirty little 
town and this dirty little creek and that's what was there. It wasn't all this stuff 
that I remembered. 

Soma: Like our kids still talk about packing buckets of water in the morning 
before Pam caught the school bus. Often there would be fish in the water. 
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Bud: Yeah, a couple of times I did too. Got a bucket of water, chopped a hole in 
the ice in the creek, got down with the bucket, got up to the house and looked in 
there and there was a little trout swimming around in there, believe it or not. 

Geoffrey: Easy fishing. 

Bud: In those days too, you used to have moose walking right through the centre 
of the village. I got up one morning, there were 7 moose right in our yard and 
you'd come and hit them with sticks. The game department, one time, I remember 
come out ... there was lots of wolves in the area for some reason. There was a big 
pack of wolves and they brought in a bunch of horse meat and injected it with 
strychnine or something, I bet you they got rid of 300 dogs between ... they must 
have been throwing chunks of meat at all the villages they went by because 
everybody owned 2or 3 dogs and they all roamed free there. I bet you there was 
300 dogs died between Prince George and Upper Fraser at that time. And then 
they put it on the lake and the eagles ate it and the coyotes ate it, and the wolves 
were too smart, when they see all these other dead animals. There's still quite a 
few wolves out in that area. 

Geoffrey: I haven't seen one. I've seen coyotes and moose. 

Bud: Oh coyotes, my brother has a farm. He just opened a golf course up in there, 
over near Shelley, and he's got ... him and his kid got two and a half sections of 
land there. You go out there and you'll see 30 coyotes out there. It makes him 
mad. He's seen a couple of wolves. 

Geoffrey: I've never had the opportunity to see a wolf. 

Bud: They're like a big dog eh. They're wolf but if you see a really big Malamute, 
it's roughly that size. A little leggier. There' s no doubt, a wolf in the wild and a 
wolf behind a fence are two different things. It gives you quite a thrill. I've seen 
lots of grizzlies out there too. There's still more grizzlies than people realize. 

Geoffrey: There aren't that many ... [inaudible??] quite a likely area. Not 
that many people around there. 

Bud: Well just outside of here, we've even seen elk, half an hour from here, not 
even a half an hour, a big elk herd around. In fact you can go out and see them. 

Geoffrey: People will pay money to go. 

Bud: Well the thing is they're an animal and you can't guarantee they're going to 
see them. Well like Alex Dunbar there, he lived in this country all his life, living 

Interview #63 Cox Interviews April 9, 2000 29 



• 

in Prince George. I don't know how many could see ... and the first bear he seen, I 
took him along this old road. 

Soma: And he was in his 90s at the time. 

Bud: He'd never seen a bear. He wasted all his time working. We used to have 
him come all this way to our house. 

Soma: The kids laughed because I took the broom one time (before I developed 
any fear) and chased a bear went away down the road. 

Bud: It was a fun place there. We all lived. Like I say, I started out making less 
than a dollar an hour and I ended up, by the time I quit, was close to $25 an hour. I 
never lived high ... the more you've got the more you spend. Everything else goes 
up accordingly. You can make ... this is where I laugh at unions now. They say I 
want a substantial increase in wages, and this is because they have to show 
something with that. What they should do is get say a government type pension -
like where if I was an MLA for 9 years, I could get $41,000 a year or something 
like that. That's what they should be going after, not wages. That's another thing 
with the union, you hear a lot ... and I was in management, but you hear a lot of 
crap about unions but unions were insisting on a pension plan, which people say 
"well I'll take care of myself', but they don't. People don't take care of 
themselves, very few. And even the companies themselves, their staff had pension 
plans. When I first went into the company pension plan, I paid so much and they 
matched it and then the last year or so I was in there, they took the full brunt. 
When I was talking with my sister-in-law, and she said ... "oh, we've worked but I 
don't have no pension plan. Don't I get a pension and whatnot?" No, you have to 
pay into it. That's one thing unions did, along with working conditions. Because 
in the long run, it saved them money. In the long run, unions have saved 
companies money by forcing them to be more efficient. But they've also done 
themselves out of a lot of work though. At one time the forest industry the 
manager knew you, either liked you or disliked you. At that time he could fire you 
if he didn't like you, or if his son needed the job or his brother-in-law. That's 
another area where unions have helped in saying look, if you want to fire someone 
.... I know there were some guys that I would have fired because I just couldn't 
stand the bastards. We had lots of excellent men for 3 days of the week but you 
need them for 5. Oh, but he's a good man! The unions kept them guys on. They 
helped the bad as well as the good. 

Geoffrey: Its' a two way street. 

Bud: It's always been confrontational in the woods industry. It started out that 
way, but in BC especially. But sooner or later they're all going to have to sit down 
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together because they're all sitting on the same pot, you know. We'd better be a 
little more cooperative or else what's going to happen is the companies are either 
going to break the unions, which is more likely than the unions breaking the 
companies, because who owns the wealth owns the power. There's nothing saying 
that a company has to operate at a loss so they can shut it down. There's no law 
saying that you've got to run this. So it's to everybody's benefit to cooperate ... 
that they do this where they actually have union people sitting on company's 
boards. 

Geoffrey: Germany I guess, half the board has ... 

Bud: If the people don't realize this and think that, no I need more wages or I need 
more of this, we're going to go back to square one. I know when my brothers and 
I were working in the sawmill when they first started out, unions were starting out. 
The manager or foreman would come and say, you're working tomorrow. It didn't 
matter if it was a weekend or what. We've got to do this and you don't have the 
option of saying no. Pulp mills can't shut down so they're going to run 365 days a 
year except for maintenance shut down. Stores are open 7 days a week. The whole 
scene is changing. What did you make as a cashier up in the Royal Produce? 

Soma: About the same. 

Bud: When you worked in the store, yeah. I worked for 50-60 cents an hour or 
something, 75 cents an hour. 

Soma: No, I got 90. 

Bud: Because you got a raise. 

Soma: You worked harder. 

Bud: Yeah, but I went up to a dollar an hour, and working part time. I was going 
to school. And I tried working in the planer mills but I had to work night shift and 
lots of times it was too hard ... 

Geoffrey: At a dollar an hour, what would your rent be like back then? 

Bud: Oh it was cheap. I rented off my brother-in-law. I don't remember, $30 a 
month. 

Soma: Some were paying more even in those days. 

Bud: I'll tell you something funny there, when the company had a townsite out 
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there, some of the older houses that people were living in, even in 1998, there 
were still some people paying $40 a month for it. The person across the street 
from them was paying $300, which was still cheap compared to living in Prince 
George. It's probably around 6-700 for an apartment. I don't know what it is for a 
house. 

Geoffrey: $500 for an apartment, depending on how many rooms you've got. 

Bud: I used to rent this out for about $300. 

Geoffrey: In residence, you guys paid ... 

Vanessa: $470 a month 

Geoffrey: And there's four people in it. That's $1600. 

Bud: You get all the utilities. 

Vanessa: Yep, all that included. 

Bud: I'm not rich, it's obvious I'm not rich but I own everything ... or we own 
everything, sorry! And we can't afford a lot of trips. We went to Denmark once in 
1993, and she went another time. All depends on what you want to do, how you 
want to live. 

Geoffrey: It's a different generation. The generation now ... 

Bud: My brother has a ... my younger brother has a really big house and he doesn't 
want a car unless it's brand new. He's retired too but he had a business. And 
things have changed that way too because when he went in as a ... he quit in Grade 
9. I said, what do you want to do? He said, "you can make lots of money if you 
want". "You're not going to make a million dollars". He said, "yeah, oh yeah". So 
he started out digging ditches and then he bought himself a truck, and then he sold 
that and he bought three or four houses and he sold the truck and he said he 
wasn't going to do that anymore. Went working for Esso driving truck for them 
and then he went back into business again, and then he had a hardware store, 
finally quit. Bought a big house in Penticton and just travels around now. He says, 
"you don't need to be that smart. There's lots of people going to school, I'll hire 
one of them". Someone's got to look after him, I says. "Well I'm going to marry a 
woman who's got an education so she'll keep her eye out because she'll have a 
vested interest". But like he said, all it takes is you get an idea and then 
perseverance. He couldn't do anything in school there. When we were young, 
even in the 1950s, if you were left-handed, that was a no-no so what they did was 
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. .. he was born left-handed so they'd take everything out of his left hand and put it 
into his right hand and he got his wires crossed, so when he went to school, he'd 
write b, c, d ... like that. It took him a long time to get him going from this side of 
the page. That was just because at that time, most people were right-handed so 
you had to write right-handed. It's helped him in lots of ways, he's ambidextrous 
now. It don't matter if he has right handed golf clubs or left handed golf clubs, if 
he's renting. 

Geoffrey: So have we covered that list there. 

Vanessa: Yeah, we have. 

Bud: I'm not going to swear the accuracy of this because I can remember events, 
but I can't remember time. I remembered one date in my life and that was 1066 
which happened to be the Battle of Hastings. That was the biggest disappointment 
of my life realizing it was just a little brige. You can spit across it. And the only 
reason I can remember that day was because [inaudible??]. I thought that was a 
really good vivid shot and that really impressed me. I forget my birthday, I forget 
our anniversary, as far as dates goes, but 1066 ... 

Geoffrey: Thanks very much. 

Bud: You're welcome. Hope it helps. 

[end of transcript] 
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