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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. Anson Phillips 
Box 451 
McBride, B.C. 
VOJ2EO 

Dear Mr. Phillips: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of New lands, Loos, Crescent Spur, Goat River, 
and McBride with you. Thank-you for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is 
an important component of the Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your 
memories will greatly enhance the research project, as well as contribute to the telling of 
an important local history. It was particularly informative to hear the information you 
provided about the mill your father owned with Noble Anderson in Goat River, as well as 
the mill the Leboe brothers built in Crescent Spur. Your numerous additional contacts 
and the map you drew of the area are greatly appreciated. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 



Anson Phillips: Summary 
Interviewed on 07 /04/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Phillips was born in New lands. He moved to Loos with his father when he 
was 8 years old in 1943 (his mother had died during his period in New lands). In 1943, the 
population of Loos was about 100 people. He stated that when the Leboe brothers built 
their mill in the Crescent Spur area, the townsite of Crescent Spur established itself 
around the mill. The Leboe brothers brought many Dutch immigrants to Crescent Spur to 
work in the mill. 

His father owned a mill with Noble Anderson in Goat River. He moved there in 
1947. Mr. Phillips' grandmother ran the post office in Crescent Spur. His foster mother, 
Ida Fuglem, who was trained in folk medicine, provided medical assistance to the town of 
Crescent Spur (stitching wounds to delivering babies). He started to work in his dad's 
mill when he was 13 years old. 

Mr. Phillips remembers buying his first chain saw when he was 15. He spent 15-
20 years as a logger. He remembers the importance of the Fraser River in regards to 
transportation. After moving in and out of Crescent Spur for many years, he left 
permanently in 1983. He now owns a home just outside of McBride. 

He has many photos of the different areas he lived, which he will allow to be 
reproduced. The interview with Mr. Phillips went well, as we were both relaxed. 

Additional Contacts 

Evelyn and Gerry Ploeger in P.G. 
Michauds in P.G. and were residents of Penny 
Ernest and Evelyn Leboes 563-8850 were residents of Loos 
Ronald and Linda Leboes 564-5766 were residents of Crescent Spur 
Thomas Leboes 564-1145 was resident of Loos 
Joe Sitoski 563-4076 
Arthur Olson 963-9900 
Lloyd Fuglem 963-9082 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 429 

Anson Phillips 
P.O. Box 451 
McBride, B.C. 
VOJ2EO 

Dear Mr. Phillips: 

January 10, 2001 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the revised transcript of your interview with James 
for your safekeeping. Thank you for taking the time to review your transcript and 
correcting the mistakes for us. If you have any other changes or comments to add after 
reading the revised transcript, please do not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Thank you again for taking the time to review your transcript. Your help is always 
greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Anson Phillips 
P.O. Box 451 
McBride, B.C. 
VOJ2EO 

Dear Mr. Phillips: 

September 24, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with James for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is always greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 
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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: :\\ "'$ !::, c:, ~ C \ ~ C \'s 

Place of interview: ~'--' Z? ~ "-c>l e..:____ 

Mailing Address of Participant 

VoS - ~ E O 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

lnate 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is:S::'-Sz'tu.. ( 5'$ccJC> (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Interview #30 Anson Phillips July 4, 2000 

James: I'm here in the home of Mr. Anson Phillips. My name is James 
Squissato. We're in McBride. It is the 4th of July, year 2000 and the consent 
forms have been signed. Mr. Phillips, what is the one thing you remember 
most about the time you spent in the Crescent Spur area? 

That's pretty hard to pick a specific thing. Yeah, many, many things. Well, yeah it 
was a really close knit community which is ... like really good community spirit. 
Pretty much everything that everyone did affected everyone else. I suppose that 
still happens but not very often. 

James: We're you born there or did ... 

I was born near Eaglet Lake. 

James: In Giscome area? 

In the area ... it's a dead sawmill town called New lands. 

James: Okay. I know Newlands. And when did you move to ... 

I lived out there until I was like 7 years old I guess, 8 years old. 8 years old, yeah. 
It should be 1943, and then my Dad was I guess a widower, is that what you call 
them? 

James: Right yeah. 

So he moved to Loos where his sister knew someone who would be willing to 
take care of my brother and I and then he started working there in the birch 
industry. 

James: The birch industry? 

Yeah, for the war they built a light plane out of birch veneer and he was logging 
birch for that purpose. That would save him from going to war actually. 

James: Really? 

Because that was a war industry. 

James: I didn't realize that. I always think that often when you're at one of 
the cuts that you see, there's just a lot of birch there just lying on the ground 
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and I didn't think they used it that much. I noticed your tables here as well 
too. 

Yeah, they had a plant in Quesnel, I guess, that did the veneer. 

James: Oh, okay. 

I remember as a kid that the buyer came from Quesnel. 

James: When you moved there to Loos, what was the population, do you 
remember? What was the size of it? 

I'd imagine it would be less than 100 people. 

James: This was at Loos or at Crescent Spur as well? 

Well when I first moved there, Crescent Spur didn't exist. That was a mill town 
and it became an instant kind of town one day when the Leboe Brothers built a 
sawmill there. 

James: In Crescent Spur? 

Yeah, about I think in 1943. Let's see, yeah, maybe '45, 1945. 

James: And that's when Crescent Spur sort of began? 

Yeah. It was a good place for a mill, I guess, because it was on the river and it had 
a pond that they could boom their logs in, so they set up there. Before that they 
had one ... like a portable sawmill and they had miles of plank roads that they ran 
trucks on to haul the logs. 

James: Out of the bush? 

[affirmative response]. It was quite different than now. 

James: So was the mill in Loos strictly a birch mill or ... 

No they were selling spruce lumber, spruce and fir. Then when they built their 
mill at Crescent Spur they just started getting bigger and bigger. Then they had a 
planer and shipped finished lumber to .... In the 50s they were quite a big 
sawmill. 

James: This was the Leboe Brothers? [affirmative response]. So they owned 
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the mill in Loos as well? 

Yeah. They were pretty much the only sawmill people there, so everybody worked 
for them and they had a company store. Everybody bought groceries on credit and 
had it taken off their cheque. It was like they controlled pretty much the whole 
game. The whole population pretty much worked for the mill or ... pretty much. 
There was a little bit of farming but they didn't really contribute that much to the 
economy. 

James: What type of farming? 

Oh, it was mostly subsistence farming where people raised enough animals for 
themselves. It really wasn't a factor. I guess the CN employed a few people. Other 
than that it was pretty much sawmill. 

James: Then where did you move to after? Where did you move after Loos? 

Well, my Dad had a sawmill on the Goat River in partnership with a fellow name 
of Alderson, Noble Alderson. He was an old time member of that community as 
well. 

James: And this is in the Goat River community? 

Well, in the Loos community. His parents lived there. So they started with the 
sawmill in Goat River. They ran the sawmill there for a couple of years and made 
cedar poles and so on and there was enough of us in the two families to start a 
school. My stepmother was a school teacher. So we had our own little school. I 
think there were 8, 8 or 9 children in the school. 

James: That's interesting. Now this is in ... 

In Goat River. 

James: This is in Goat River so kind of [inaudible] little town. 

Well, it wasn't exactly Goat River but it was near, it was on the Goat River. The 
town of Goat River had already pretty well died, which is ... it was on the railroad. 
It was a couple of miles further west. 

James: I didn't realize that. 

There'd even been a hospital there at one time during the construction period of 
the railroad. 
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James: I didn't realize that either. 

But all that was left there then was a few old trappers in Goat River. 

James: So what grades was the school. 

One to seven. Or one to six. 

James: When did you move to that area? 

I guess one to six. That would be in 1947. 

James: And how long did you stay there for? 

I think two years is all we were there and then we moved back to .... my Dad sold 
his share of the sawmill business to his partner, traded it to him. His partner had a 
farm down at Snowshoe Creek which is a couple miles west of Loos and they 
came to an agreeable disagreement I guess you could call it. So I spent a couple of 
happy years there when I was finishing school and we were living right on the 
creek. It was good trout fishing, did lots of fishing and hunting. 

James: The school in Loos, now what grade did it go to? 

The school in Loos went from grade one to grade 8. Actually, I've got a picture ... 
I was flipping through last night, I found a picture that my stepmother had when 
she was teaching there and there were like between 25 and 30 kids in eight 
different grades. 

James: How many teachers? 

One teacher. She was the teacher. 

James: You've got quite a few photos here. 

Yeah, I've got lots of them here. You might want to look at them. 

James: That's quite the photographic history. 

I don't know if I will find that or not. It's quite a big picture. It might be in this 
envelope here. 

James: I'll turn this off for a second. 
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[brief interruption in interview] 

At the time that they lived there, the Michaud's lived there, Penny was quite a 
thriving community. 

James: [inaudible] 

I met them because these little communities along the railroads all had a ... most 
of them had a softball team, a fastball team. And McBride had two or three teams. 
We would have tournaments at the various different places. 

James: So did Loos have a team at the time? 

Oh yeah, Loos-Crescent Spur. 

James: Did you play for that team? 

Yeah. When I was about 18. 

James: How did you do? 

Well, I was just learning then. I went out to play in the Caribou league. 

James: Oh no kidding. 

Down south in McLeese Lake for several years but I was going to tell you about 
one of the McBride teams, the McBride hotel. The guy who owned the hotel was 
Louie Evyonne and he was going to a tournament in Penny, so they booked a 
train with a coach on a Sunday or a Saturday, on Saturday I guess it was. There 
was no train going on Saturday so they booked ... they arranged to have a train 
going with a coach and they took tub fulls of beer in ice and they picked our team 
up in Crescent Spur and then we all went to Penny for a couple of days playing 
ball. 

James: ... pretty seriously ... they took the ball games fairly seriously then. 

Oh yeah but it was all over in the evening, it was all forgotten. It was party time 
then. And there was a lot of French Canadian people at Penny. The Michaud' s 
and several other families there that were ... they were really a lot of fun. They 
really knew how to enjoy themselves, it seemed, like compared to the more 
reserved type of people that we were used to. 

James: When did you leave the Loos area? 
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Well I left there off and on but I worked around the Prince George area some. But 
I guess in about 1959, well in 1957 my folks left there and of course then a couple 
of years later I left. I guess I was gone for 12 years or so and then I came back 
there again. I lived there for another 10 years. 

James: What kept you moving out and moving back in? 

I don't know. Just being single I suppose, you tend to wander around. The last 
time that I came back there was in 1970. Well at that time there was an influx of 
'back to the landers' so it was like all these people started resettling these old 
vacant homesteads and setting up communes. 

James: In the Crescent Spur area? 

Well that kind of thing, you know, small ... 3 or 4 families Ii ving in one place on 
some old homestead. So it was quite a time. 

James: Was this a younger generation of people? 

Oh yeah. Most of them didn't last too long. 

James: How long usually? 

I don't think any of them stayed over past about 3 years and they were done. They 
worked long enough to get on unemployment insurance rolls and then they took 
summer off. 

James: Was there still a mill in Loos then? 

There was a small cedar mill in Crescent Spur at the time and they employed 
some .... Mind you, this sort of thing went on all through the valley, like at Ryder 
which is halfway between here and Crescent Spur. There was one place on the 
river there where there were 3 or 4 families living in a huge log house that they 
had bought from another starved out homesteader. 

James: And how did these people survive at the time? 

Not for long. I think they had internal problems. They certainly went their separate 
ways. 

James: Is there any of them still in the community at all staying out there? 

No. 
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James: Now I hear the term "Ryder" a lot. We've even got it on our map 
there. Is that ... someone else said they thought it was Rooney. Are Rooney 
and Ryder two different places do you know? 

Yeah, I never heard of Rooney before. 

James: That's what everyone says and it seems like they always put one ... till 
one fellow said "well Rooney was Ryder". I wonder if we got it right or 
wrong here. We should check into it. 

Yeah, I think so. There's really nothing there anymore except a name. I don't 
think it has a single resident. 

James: Now when you lived in Loos when you were around the age of 18, 
what was the population like? Older, younger, families, single people. 

It was a pretty even mix. There were a lot of kids that grew up there never really ... 
like there was no reason for them to leave. They had their family there. They 
could get work there. They would go away for a little while but as a rule, it must 
have been a pretty good place to live; although they didn't get a lot of exposure to 
the rest of the world. The railroad was the only way out of there at the time. It 
wasn't easy to just jump in your vehicle and go somewhere. 

James: So was the population more permanent then, I guess? 

It was pretty permanent, yeah. They had quite a few transient workers from 
Alberta that would come in the winter time when there was more logging to do 
and that sort of thing. 

James: Were these farmers usually? 

Yeah, I guess not much happening on the farm in Alberta or in the winter time in 
Saskatchewan. 

James: Now why did your parents decide to leave? 

Partly health reasons and partly my Dad was trying to ranch and he got ... he had a 
couple of bad years in a row where it rained the entire month of July and he was 
trying put his hay up, he'd get a nice bale and cut it down and then it would rain 
for three weeks and it would turn black in the fields. He said he was going to 
move to drier country and my stepmother had pain in her shoulders and stuff when 
it would get cold and oh yeah, so they moved them to Williams Lake and it was 
good for both of them. 
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James: A lot drier. 

That's for sure. So he bought a small ranch down there. 

James: Would you care to draw a general layout of the townsite of Loos if I 
gave you a piece of scrap here. It's just a rough sketch, it doesn't have to be 
to scale or anything. 

Sure. 

James: And I guess if you wanted to talk about what were the best aspects of 
the community layout or the worst aspects, if there was such a thing. 

The way we see it now I suppose it would be that you couldn't get anywhere. In 
the spring, what poor roads there were turned to mud. You couldn't get through 
them with anything so you were in for a lot of walking. I once walked about 16 
miles just to pick some apples. I was about 13 or 14 years old then. 

James: Were they worth it? 

Well, we didn't get a lot of apples, not right off the tree anyway, before that. 
Whatever happens you've got storage apples. So when did you want me to draw 
this map. 

James: I'll stop the tape and give you a few seconds to draw. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

James: It's a good map. [Something about being a cartographer] 

Oh, I used to do some mapping when I was laying out timber blocks and so on, or 
timber sales. 

James: In this area? 

I did a little bit yeah. Small business. Did some engineering work for forestry 
down at Williams Lake, 100 Mile House, some road construction. A little bit of 
everything. You do what you have to do. That's good I guess. 

James: You get to see the country a bit. 

You can usually handle what you come across if you have the past experience to 
draw on. 
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James: Did you have neighbours close by, where you lived, your family home 
I guess? 

You see the place way down by the river there. When we lived down there, we 
lived with the Fuglem Family. They were my foster parents and my Dad boarded 
with them. And we lived there for 3 or 4 years and then we'd walk up to school 
which was about 3/4 of a mile or so. We'd walk home for lunch. We lived there 
for say 3 years and then my Dad went away and bought ... we had that sawmill in 
Goat River and then when we came back, we lived down in this direction a couple 
of miles, Snowshoe Creek and we'd walk to school and back every day from there 
which is 2 miles one way. 

James: So were you coming home for lunch then? 

Not for lunch. It was like a wagon road eh, so there were times that it was so 
muddy that we would go down and walk down the railroad track rather than walk 
on the road. In winter, walk or ski to school. 

James: And what grade did that school go to? 

That went to grade 8. I took my grade 8, my grade 7 and 8. 

James: If you wanted to go to higher education, highschool, where would you 
have gone? 

Well some of the kids came to McBride. My stepsister and my stepbrother came 
to McBride. They were a little younger than I was. But that was the only 
opportunity was to go to McBride and stay in a dormitory for the week and then 
go home on the weekends. 

James: And just ride ... take the train I guess back. 

Yeah, like there was a train in the daytime, one coach on it called light freight. It 
was called the weigh freight. I guess really what it was was the weight freight but 
people called in the wait freight. You could spell 'weight' whichever way you 
liked. Sometimes it was 4 or 5 hours late. 

James: Why was that? 

I don't know. It had to do with unions and workloads, schedules. I remember one 
time catching the weigh freight to Prince George from Crescent Spur and it took 
us 8 hours. It's 100 miles. 
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James: Why was that? 

They had some kind of a dispute, I guess, at Giscome and they just parked the 
train and the passengers were at their mercy. There were only a few passengers on 
the ... fortunately my friend had a bottle of his mother's home made wine so we 
were able to survive. 

James: In the years that you were living, living in the town, what were the 
changes, or the out of town life? 

Like the difference between when you first came .... Well the first ... the biggest 
change I guess would be from having to walk or ski or ride a horse somewhere to 
jumping in a pickup truck and being able to drive the 4 miles from my Dad's 
ranch to the sawmill. 

James: So roads ... 

Yeah. The sawmill company, I think, I'm not sure but it may have been a joint 
venture with the Ministry of Highways .... 

James: Was this the Leboe Brothers? 

Yeah. I wouldn't be surprised if they did a lot of it on their own, just to make it 
more simple to get around. 

James: When did the Leboe Brothers mill close down? 

Well, I'm not sure. They sold it, I think, around 1960. You'd be able to find out 
from Ernest Leboe or from Barry Leboe, one of those fellows for sure but 
shortly after they sold it, it burned. It was a steam powered mill for awhile and 
steam mills had a lot of fires. It just seemed to go hand in hand. I think it had 
burned down 2 or 3 times in its history. 

James: Did anybody rebuild it after the last one? 

The last time they rebuilt it was probably the late 60s and I think it burned again. 
Maybe insurance was a cause of the fire, I don't know. And then it was sort of 
vacant for a long time there and then Bill Arnold started a cedar mill but that 
would be well into the 70s ... well probably 1971 or '72. 

James: Do you know when that mill closed down? 

Well it operated sporadically. It had several different owners, changed hands, and 
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somebody else would try it and it would fail. My brother owned it for awhile. I'm 
not just sure when it operated last but it would be in the early '80s I guess. 
Probably '82. 

James: Now in town was there a hotel or pub in Loos? 

No. Pretty strong Christian whatever you would call it. 

James: Faith I guess. 

Yeah, I guess. Like it run through the whole community from the Leboe's because 
they were quite religious so they discouraged anything like that from starting. 

James: Say a young male like yourself wanted to get liquor, I guess, or 
something, how would you go about it? 

There were a lot of ways, all the way from making it to bringing it in by mail. You 
could send ... like one fellow I knew, he would order 2 bottles of scotch every 
couple of weeks, every time he got a pay cheque. The liquor store would send it 
out there in the mail. He was an old Scotchman. But we'd sometimes catch a 
freight on Saturday to McBride here and then come back on the passenger train, 
with a supply of beer and wine. The young guys, you know, that's mostly what 
they done. That's different than young guys today [inaudible] 

James: Whatever is cheap usually. Now was there a church in the 
community? 

Oh yeah. A big church. Quite a big church in Crescent Spur which was built on 
company land. I don't know what happened to that, whether they tore it down or 
... when the community kind of fizzled out, I think they tore the church down. It 
was a church with a couple of residential suites in the basement so it was used for 
pretty much everything - social events and them sort of things, sort of like a 
community hall and a church. In Loos, in the earlier days, the school served that 
purpose. It would be like any kind of social event, it would be held at the school 
because it was the biggest building around. It's the only big public building. 

James: Do you know when electricity came to Loos or Crescent Spur? 

Well it was very recent. I don't think ... like I wasn't there. I think it would be 
about 15 years ago that they got electricity. 

James: So now things like phone ... 
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Telephone ... there was a public telephone. It was powered by some kind of remote 
power and it was like ... it was sort of tied in with CN's phone system and that 
came in in probably about 1980 when we got the first phone. Those were the days. 

James: And as far as plumbing and things like that? 

Well my grandmother's house had ... and our house had plumbing. It had hot 
water. My grandmother's house had steam heat. She had like a hot water heating 
system. 

James: Now is it gravity fed as well? 

No. My Dad's farm down at Snowshoe Creek was gravity fed water. That was 
originally the Lonsdale Homestead. The house might have been built in maybe 
1920, the log house. That was quite a luxurious house for those days. It was two 
storey and gravity water and everything. 

James: Now what did you do for entertainment in Loos or Crescent Spur? 

Well that's a good question. We never seemed to be bored though. In the summer 
time we played a lot of ball, a lot of fishing, some hunting. Every ... it was kind of 
traditional that once the haying was all done, that a lot of the people would go like 
a group, be it a family, two families or whatever, would go into the mountains for 
a week or two just on holiday and do a lot of hiking and sightseeing, hunting. And 
in the winter time of course, there's always snow and a shovel to get a skating 
rink. 

James: So were there actual community social events organized like 
community picnics or ... 

Oh yeah. I had on the map there, I showed a site ... my grandmother had a ... on the 
bottom end of her property she had what was always called a picnic site. It was 
right on the river and for as long as she lived there, they would have a picnic there 
on the 24th of May weekend, first of July weekend. Big community picnic. 

James: Who organized the picnic? 

It was everybody pitched in I guess, pretty much. It was always in the same place 
and it was a given that it was going to happen. One time we walked ... me and 
some of my brothers and sisters walked all the way from Goat River to the picnic. 

James: That's a good hike. 
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Well it's about 12 or 13 miles one way. 

James: Were there apple trees there? 

No apple trees. It was a really hot day, I remember, and we were looking forward 
to the ice cream but by the time we got there all the ice cream was gone. We still 
had a lot of fun. It's always a good picnic and ball game. And there were ... in the 
winter time there were like school concerts, of course, like they always have even 
yet - Christmas concerts and so on, and box socials and pie socials. 

James: Box socials, is that like ... 

It's like a box lunch. 

James: Is this to raffle off? 

Auction off yeah and then you had ... the woman would have to sit with whoever 
bought her box lunch. 

James: Now did any families or marriages come out of these? 

Oh, I would imagine so. 

James: Was there a general store? 

There wasn't really a general ... there was off and on a small general store in Loos 
until ... until the lumber company started their company store in Crescent Spur 
there wasn't really a steady store, steady general store, where you could buy pretty 
well whatever you want. They sold everything from clothing to gasoline, 
kerosene. 

James: The company store did? 

Yeah. 

James: Were they fair prices? 

Well I suppose they were. 

James: Just the company store. Like you said there's only one way into town, 
the train. 

Well the prices were probably a little high on some of the things that weren't 
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staples. On staples, people always had the alternative of shipping in their own 
food daily. There were food companies that would ship orders out to you in bulk 
like. 

James: Perishables as well. 

No, mostly ... well I know my family used to buy 20 pound pails of jam and things 
like that. 

James: You liked jam. 

Oh you've got 11 kids . There were 9 kids I guess. That's more like it. A lot of 
families were big then. 

James: So if you wanted something anywhere from tools to 20 pound ... 

You had to order it through Eaton's catalogue, Simpson's catalog before Sears. 

James: Now as far as health services and social services, was there a nurse, 
doctor, that sort of thing? 

Actually there was very little but somehow we managed. My foster mother was 
untrained other than in folk medicine and she doctored the whole community for 
40 years. She delivered all the babies, sewed up all the cuts, anything that was an 
emergency. And bad things, I guess she would keep them alive until they got to a 
hospital in McBride. She was an amazing person. 

James: What was her name? 

Ida Fuglem. You've got to have Lloyd's name on that list there. That's his 
mother. 

James: Yeah I saw that. 

So he's sort of a foster brother of mine. I chopped my toes off in the bush when I 
was like 18 years old and at that time, I caught a ride out on one of the logging 
trucks down to the railroad and she patched it up as well as she could to keep it 
from bleeding too much. And then they phoned ahead and got a freight train to 
stop. The accident happened probably at 1:00 in the afternoon and then about 
8:00, 7 or 8 o'clock at night I arrived in hospital at McBride and that's only 35 
miles. They were able to save one of the toes. 

James: I've heard quite a bit about this doctor in McBride. 
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Dr. Cowburn. 

James: Oh, Dr. Cowburn, he's a different one. 

No. Ryall. He was the doctor then. 

James: Was he? He was quite the wizard, I heard. 

Yeah, he was. 

James: What were the different jobs you worked at in Loos, Crescent Spur 
area? 

Well my Dad made cedar poles, like for hydro poles. I started working with him 
after school when I was 13 or 14 years old, pulling a crosscut saw, my brother and 
I. And then we would get the job of peeling them on a contract basis. We'd get 2 
cents a lineal foot for peeling these hydro poles. That was probably my first job. 
And then I bought my first chainsaw in 1951 when I got out of school. There 
weren't a lot of chainsaws around at that time. 

James: Headed off into the bush? 

Well I got a job cutting ten cords of wood for the school, for the school board. By 
that time I was an experienced chainsaw operator so I went to work in the bush 
and I spent a good part of my life as a faller. 

James: How long? 

Off and on, you know, probably 15 or 20 years. 

James: When you were a faller, did you have a long commute to work? How 
long was your day? 

Well working as a faller then, you often just stayed in camp so you didn't have a 
problem with commuting. Now it's a whole different thing in travelling. Lots of 
times we travelled 50 miles one way, but at that time there were a lot of small 
logging camps and sawmill camps. 

James: All independent of each other? 

Yeah, and like the wood was close to the community. Quite often you'd be at 
work in 10 minutes. 
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[end of side one] 

James: As I asked just before the end of the tape, where did most of the 
people work that lived in the Crescent Spur/Loos area? 

Well if they didn't work at the mill, they probably didn't work. You know, there 
was like a garage ... maintenance garage, so there were several people that worked 
in there. And so there were a lot of different kinds of work but all working in the 
sawmill because they had to maintain all the equipment. They had welders. They 
had mechanics. We even had, for awhile, we even had a chainsaw shop in 
Crescent Spur. 

James: Oh you did? 

Yeah. 

James: But everything was pretty much forestry related? 

Oh yes. It was pretty much 100%. 

James: Now was there any other mills in the area as well? 

There were a lot of mills but not right there. There was no competition for timber 
like there is now. Probably the nearest mill would be maybe a small... there'd be 
the odd portable mill which would be able to go and do it maybe a year or two in 
the spot, get the best of the timber and then move. 

James: Mom and Pop shop sort of thing? 

Yeah. But quite often, well almost in all cases, they still had to sell their lumber to 
a bigger company because nobody bought rough lumber other than the planing 
mills. So eventually there weren't that many really big companies that exported 
the lumber. 

James: Did the company have housing or ... 

Oh yeah, they had a lot of houses there and there were probably 2 dozen houses, a 
lot of them were company owned and they paid rent. 

James: The person that lived there? 

The person that lived there and worked for the company would pay rent and I 
think the rent was pretty low if I remember right. 
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James: What were the houses like? 

They were ... some of them had water, some of them didn't have water. They all 
had ... they pretty well all had electricity, later on anyway. 

James: This is by generator, I guess? 

By the mid 50s there was like a generator running around the clock, so they all 
had refrigeration and they all had electric lights. So it wasn't a bad ... it was quite 
a step up from what they had before. 

James: Now did they have bunkhouses as well, the company? 

Yeah, they had a huge bunkhouse. Must have had about 15-16 rooms, 2 men to a 
room. It had a huge cookhouse as well. 

James: There was quite a few people that worked for the Leboe mill then I 
guess. 

Oh yeah, there must have been 50 or so. 

James: Now was it pretty much the same throughout the years? 

Somewhere in that neighborhood, from 35 to 50 I would say. Yeah, it stayed that 
way for pretty much until they sold. 

James: Now was there ever trouble finding work? 

Well no, I don't think. There were a lot of life time employees. They were there 
right until the mill sold. Some of them even stayed after that. 

James: Were there any sort of benefit packages that the Leboe mill offered? 

I don't really think so. 

James: I get the same response every time I ask that question about these 
smaller mills. 

Benefit packages was that if you did your job, you kept your job. 

James: Was the money good enough if you wanted to put a little money aside 
to save you could afford to? 
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I think so, yeah. I think quite a few people saved money then and were able to sort 
of get their first little nest egg saved up. 

James: So there was no real desire ... was there a desire for people to leave 
and go to another community because another community's mill was offering 
more money or was it pretty much the same everywhere? 

Pretty much the same. They pretty well had to. 

James: Was there ever a union in the area? 

I don't think the union ever tried to sign anybody up there, not in Crescent Spur. 
There were a few union shop jobs or places down the line. Like I think Eagle 
Lake, like Giscome Lumber, I think it was a union mill. 

James: It was. 

I think so, yeah. The union didn't really play too big a role up this way. As a rule 
people maybe benefitted from the union like they usually do. 

James: Did your employment change throughout the seasons, like between 
winter or summer? 

Oh yeah. Logging was strictly winter time in those days because people logged 
with cats. So generally the mill workers, they were steady mill workers and I don't 
think the planing mill ran in the winter time, so that in the winter time some of the 
men would work in the bush and then summer time when there was no work in 
the bush, well those men would work in the mill, in the planer mill. And maybe 
they'd put on another shift in the mill or whatever. Logging was really seasonal. 
There just wasn't any summer logging to speak of. 

James: So what did people do in the summer time usually? 

Well they would ... if they couldn't get on at the mill, they would fight forest fires 
or go to Alberta and work on a farm. Single guys often do that. 

James: So there were people that migrated back east as well to work on the 
farms? 

Yeah, I did that some. We went up to the Grand Prairie area, work up there some. 
The wages were terrible but there were a lot of side benefits. 

James: And what were the side benefits? 
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Well lots of farmers daughters and lots of roads and automobiles. 

James: Were there any disputes between the mill or the workers, walkouts or 
strikes or anything like that? 

I don't think so. I don't think we had any problems like that. Not that I know of 
anyway. 

James: Now if you wanted to buy a house in the area or build a house, 
expensive or ... ? I often hear that the couple ... I guess was Lamming Mills, 
Lamming Lumber, they would supply the lumber for free to the person that 
wanted to build the house in the area. I was wondering if that was the case 
with the Leboe's? 

I don't think it was free but I think they would supply it at a pretty good price, 
pretty low price. They owned most of the property that was available, that had 
access to hydro and so on. If you had your own place, well then it was your 
problem. So there really wasn't ... for just the working man, unless he was going 
to do a small scale farm anywhere, it wasn't worth building a house. My Dad 
never had hydro power on his farm. He lived there until '57 and we never had 
hydro power. And the only phone then, of course, was the CN phone. You could 
phone one CN station to the other. You could phone all the way to Prince George 
I suppose, but you'd still only get a CN station. 

James: So what were some of the most pleasant aspects, I guess, of living in 
the area? 

Well, it was like ... it was kind of like a family. It was a communal... which is an 
ideal way to live. You don't have any problems generally with the outside 
influence at all. 

James: So you would see what some people see as isolation as being a positive 
aspect then? 

Well sure, you're only isolated from the masses. 

James: I guess also as much as you subjectively think you're isolated as well? 

Yeah, right. 

James: Was there any negative aspects to living in the area that you can 
think of? 

Interview #30 Anson Phillips July 4, 2000 19 



It's probably better for people to grow up in a broader ... as people become adults, 
it's probably better for them to be exposed to a broader cross-section of life. 

James: But it's certainly something ... now, I guess because you've moved in 
and out I don't see that you lack any of that sort of. 

No. 

James: Do you contribute that to your moving out of town, do you think? 

Yeah, there are a lot of people that really never did leave. They have a pretty 
different outlook on life than I do. It'd be hard to say there was anything really 
negative about the lifestyle. 

James: Was there a real separation between rich and poor people? 

No. There weren't really too many rich people. Like the owners of the sawmills 
and that, they partied with the working people always and so on. It's pretty good 
that way. 

James: What about, I guess, as far as people of different race or ethnicity? 
Was there, say, a First Nation's community or an Asian community in the 
area or ... 

[brief telephone interruption] 

James: I just asked Mr. Phillips if there was any First Nation's people in the 
community or Asian people in the community ... 

There was one family that had taken up a homestead on the other side of the river 
from the community of Loos, down the river. Well they ... I think their mother 
died from small pox so those native kids were sort of assimilated into the white 
community to sort of ... they were almost adopted into the family ... into the Leboe 
family. So they interacted socially all the time. And actually, when they were 
adults, they would take kids fishing and hunting and that sort of thing and teach 
them things about the bush. So that's where we learned a lot of our wood lore, I 
guess you'd call it. A lot of the parents were just too busy making a living. They 
always seemed to find time. Well the one fellow, his family had already grown up. 
He was really good at that. And the other guy was single, one of the other fellows 
was single, so he had a lot of time on his hands. He would teach kids everything 
from how to fish for a certain kind of fish to boxing and wrestling. He was just 
like one of those kind of people that seemed to attract kids. He had a little store 
too and he sold candy bars and pop and that sort of thing. 

Interview #30 Anson Phillips July 4, 2000 20 



James: So he owned one of the few general stores there? 

He had set up a little store. He worked for the CN. Both of these ... all three of 
these brothers actually worked for the CN on the section. 

James: Do you know what nation they were? Were they Carrier? 

No, I don't know where they came from but probably Tete Jeune area would be 
my guess. 

James: Was there at one time, historically, many First Nation's people in the 
Tete Jeune area? 

I think they were there but as far as farther down the river in the area, I don't think 
they were. 

James: Now what about women? Did many of the women work outside the 
home at all? 

No. My stepmother was a school teacher. My Dad married a .... but she didn't 
teach, only out of necessity afterwards. He would have preferred her not to teach 
at all but when they had the sawmill at Goat River, it was the only way for the 
kids to get an education so she had to go back to teaching for a couple of years 
there. 

James: Now was there a large number of single men in the community? 

I wouldn't think you'd call it a large number. It was pretty even ... pretty well 
distributed as far as age goes. 

James: What about single parent families? 

No, there wasn't much of that. 

James: Was there women's groups, or women's support groups, where 
women could get together ... 

Oh yeah. They had a ladies aid society like. They would all get together so often, 
regular, do a lot of ... they had quilting bees and that sort of thing. 

James: As far as men's ... was there a men's group? 

No, I don't think so, other than maybe sport's teams. 
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James: So I guess things like daycare services or babysitting services, there 
wasn't things like that? 

Anson: No. 

James: Now where did most people in the community come from, I guess, at 
one time? Was it just a mish-mash? 

Well the Leboe's came from North Dakota to Alberta and then they moved from 
Alberta out here. Well everybody else was moving west and the railroad was 
moving west, right. People would go out ... 

James: As far as the railroad went? 

Yeah, and stake out a homestead and then later on, as they built their sawmill 
business up, they had relatives from Alberta, and friends and relatives and so on 
who would come out and look for a job, you know, up to the golden west. A lot of 
those people never left. They would stay for the rest of their life out here. 

James: Was there many, I guess, foreign immigrants that would come to the 
community? Did you see a lot of that during your years there? 

Well actually yeah, the Leboe sawmill brought a lot of Dutch people over on sort 
of a sponsor kind of program. Ernest Leboe's wife was an immigrant. 

James: From Holland? 

Yeah. 

James: Now were the Dutch people welcomed into the community ... single 
men or women or ... 

It was families. They were ... I guess they were a novelty when they first came. It 
was really good for the community because a lot of people could see that even 
though they talked different and talked a different language and had different 
customs, that they were just basically human beings trying to make a go of it. 
Yeah, they fit in quite well and they were admired for their work ethic. 

James: They had a strong work ethic? 

Oh yeah. That turned out quite well, I guess, for the sawmill and for the 
immigrants. 
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James: So things like racial or ethnic tension, was that ever present? 

There was some of that. There's always some of that. 

James: Really? 

There was ... you know, for the younger people, I guess. I remember a certain 
amount of it but basically it was pretty good. Like Jerry Ploeger who went on to 
own Pinedale Auto Wrecking in Prince George, when he came over he was like 
18 years old. He came over as a single male but his .... I think he had a cousin or 
something that was already here when he came. He came over from Holland and 
he was 17 or 18 when he came and he started working in the sawmill and he was 
working right next to me. He learned .... basically learned a lot of his English ... of 
course you learned to swear first when you work in a sawmill. But he was very 
popular with the other young guys around there. He was accepted into the peer 
group quite well. He soon became very popular. It wasn't all that many years until 
he married one of the local girls and went on to be a successful businessman. He 
worked hard for what he got. 

James: You've already given me a list of names of people we could further 
contact. Any others popped up in your head at all now? 

Well you could write his name down I guess, and his wife's name. You might 
want to talk to his wife or her mother because she was born in Crescent Spur. 

James: His wife was? 

Evelyn Ploeger, nee Alderson. 

James: And his name was? 

Jerry. 

James: And they live in Prince George? 

They're retired now because his sons run Pinedale Auto Wrecking now. 

James: I've gotten some parts from there actually. I got my last alternator 
from there. 

They live right ... you know the intersection where that... I guess that's Boeing 
Road that comes out from say Pinedale Auto Wrecking, comes off of Highway 16. 
If you look straight ahead there, there's a house right beside the highway, it would 
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be just on the left side of the intersection, that's his house there. So he's easy to 
find, if he's not in his motorhome somewhere. 

James: Likes to travel around a bit. Is there anything you'd like to add, that 
you can think of. 

I probably neglected to tell you that the railroad was really important for 
transportation. Almost everybody had a boat. Not in the early days. In the earlier 
days, there was a cable across the river and they would run on like a reaction ... 
just a small boat if you wanted to get across the river. Just go across on that boat. 
Sort of belonged to the family and then later on, people got power boats. 

James: What would bring people back and forth across the river? 

Just the current on the river. 

James: No, why would people want to? 

Well, you'd head across the river in order to get into the Rockies, so that would be 
one reason. Berry picking, hunting. The women did a lot of berry picking in those 
days. 

James: Oh they did? 

Oh yeah. It was essential. They'd pick hundreds of pounds of like blueberries and 
can. Raspberries, that sort of thing. 

James: So there's blueberries in the area then? 

Yeah, they come all the way ... like from Crescent Spur they come by train up to 
Le Grand, real good blueberry patch there. The women would come there, camp 
for a couple of days, maybe bring one or two guys along, some of the older guys 
maybe, just because bears like blueberries as well. They had to bring one of the 
old hunters along to kind of protect them. 

James: So what else ... the river was a main use of transportation? 

The river was used to transport logs to the mill. A lot of the timber that was taken 
off the valley was all put in the river and floated down to a mill, and Leboe's were 
no exception. They had a couple of riverboats. They had river drives down 
Morkill River and that was some of the summer work that we would get. 

James: That's the river you got on the map you drew, coming out of the 
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Rockies? 

Yeah. 

James: To get back to the topic of the women there, did they do other things 
like that besides picking blueberries? That's quite an interesting thing, you 
leave town for a couple of days ... 

No, I think that was pretty much it. It was sort of a social event as well as an 
economic necessity. There were several farms like across the other side of the 
river, so these people would have to have a motor boat and they would come for 
their mail in the summer time with their boat, come up the river a few miles and 
down the river. It was quite different. 

James: And this ... the farms would be on the north side of the river? 

Yeah. There were times when we would go to work by boat as well, like 
[inaudible??]. 

James: Anything else you can think of? 

Oh, not off hand. 

James: I'm certainly not in a hurry. We have lots of tape left. 

It's hard to remember all the things that might interest you. 

James: What was the best part about living there? 

Well right up until the time that I left there in 1980, the last time, the last time I 
was there I was there for 10 years and the thing that I really enjoyed a lot was the 
river. I had a boat. I used to boat a lot. My brother had a guiding business and I 
was a guide as well. Sometimes I'd guide moose hunters and there was a lot of 
travel on the river. It was really the most enjoyable thing about living there was 
that you could go down and get in your boat and be gone in 5 minutes by the time 
you left your house. It was pretty simple. Like you could be in wilderness just like 
that. Wilderness, it's getting a little harder to access all the time. 

James: When you say wilderness, I guess your perspective is probably 
different from mine, that's for sure. What would you define as wilderness? 

Well wilderness would be some place you could go for a couple of days without 
seeing anybody, without hearing anything except maybe a train whistle, other than 
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the natural sounds. 

James: In 1980, you said you lived there for 10 years, the last time. What 
were you doing there? 

Logging and working on my brother's ranch. Actually I lived there from 1970 to 
1983. Well once my girls finished school and graduated, then we moved to the 
Okanagan for a couple of years. The mid 80s were pretty tough economic times, 
especially for a 50 year old guy looking for a job. It wasn't a good time to move 
but I didn't want to move because my oldest girl wanted to graduate here so we 
waited a couple of extra years. By that time it was tough economic times so we 
spent ... so I think we spent one year in Vernon and one or two years in 100 Mile 
House and in all that time, I probably only had 6 months work out of 3 years. It 
was pretty hard on the savings. So economics brought me back here. You could 
always get a job here because I knew everybody. I knew the kind of work that 
was here. 

James: As far as living in this area, do you prefer to live up here? 

Oh yeah. I found the Okanagan to be pretty noisy. It was terrible actually. The 
only time you could enjoy the Okanagan is if you could get out of the Okanagan 
Valley and go over to the Kettle Valley or somewhere where it was a little quieter. 
This tourist thing is just unbelievable. 

James: Is there anything you'd like to ask me? 

Yeah, how many people have you interviewed around McBride so far? 

James: Myself, I don't know about other people ... I don't think there's been 
many other ones in McBride other than me. I'd have to verify that, I'm not 
sure. But myself, I've done most of my interviews down here. I'm certainly 
not an experienced interviewer. I've done ... this is probably my 15th or 16th 
interview. I've only done 2 in Prince George. I've had at least 8 - 10 in this 
area now because there was 5 at one time, that's in the McBride area. I'm 
probably up there around my 9th or 10th one and I've got a few others here. 
I've got another one today, and then two more in Crescent Spur, or one more 
in Crescent Spur and two in Dome Creek tomorrow. 

Do you find that a lot of people are kind of nervous of the mike and so on. 

James: Some are and some aren't. Some are hesitant and some aren't. I think 
it's often ... an interview can go either way, how the interviewer feels or how 
the interviewee feels. You seem comfortable. 
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Not too bad. I was talking to my sister in law last night in Vancouver, and she's a 
writer and she's interviewed a lot of people including Earl Bernie and Al Purdy. 

James: Al Purdy is a favorite of mine actually. 

Yeah, me too. I met him a couple of years before he died. 

James: I'll stop the tape here. Well thanks very much. 

[end of transcript] 
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