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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Ralph Spoklie 
11045 High Plain Road 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2K 5E9 October l 6111, 2002 

Subject: Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project Transcripts 

Dear Mr. Spoklie: 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of a transcript from your interview with the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. We apologize for the delay in getting this copy to you. There was a lack of 
funding that caused delays in the progress of this project. We appreciate your patience and we thank 
you again for your interest in this project. We have very much enjoyed meeting so many people with 
ties to communities along the upper Fraser River. It has been very interesting learning from the stories 
people have told us. We hope to stay working on the history of these communities for many years to 
come. At this time, we would like to request you to review this transcript and send us any changes that 
are required. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at: (250) 960-5320 or by 
e-mail: halseth@unbc.ca. 

Greg Halseth, Asso iate rofessor 
Geography Program 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Upper Fraser Historical Geography Website: http://web.unbc.ca/upperfraser 



Upper Fra<.er Historic~li Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 Univerc; ity \V ;1 y 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 429 

Ralph Spoklic 
11045 Hi gh Plain Road 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2K 5ElJ 

Dear Mr. Spok lie: 

June 28, 2000 

It was a ple:1sure discuss ing the hi story of Sinclair Mills with you. Thank-you for taking the 
time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geogr:1phy Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, as well as 
contribute to the telli ng of an important local history. It was informative to hear your 
recol lect ion, nf huw the community changed after Northwood moved into the area. It was also 
intere~ti ng tu :1 ear your recollections of a boy holding a sail, while on skates, gliding down the 
frozen ri ver. 

If you h:1ve :111y questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary researchers or 
the Projl ..: t Coorcl in:1t or :1t the fol lowing numbers: 

Gail f on dal ' . Associ :1tc Professo r, Geography 
Greg J l: il,C'l1. 1\ :-i , ·i .1te Professor, Geography 
Aileen I·. p·· · ,, .' 1. t:111L Prol'c.)">Or, History 
Tracy St mu, 0 1i lk. 1\ssista nt l' rokssor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordi nato r 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Thank-you :1:':1 in , your hel p\\ ;1 s greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen J ·p, 1, 

Assis t:111· Prn .: s~ r. 1 listo ry 
Karen Andrews 
Project Interviewer 



Interview Summary 

Ralph Spokely 
High Plane Road Prince George, B.C. 
May 31/ 00 
Interviewed by Karen and James 

Ralph provided a very comfortable interview and really seemed to enjoy his life 

in Sinclair Mills. He worked in the logging industry during his life in the area and 

addressed some interesting issues. He noted at one point the enormous changes that 

began to occur in the community once Northwood moved in. In particular he believed 

that social relations between different stratas of society and various ethnic groups became 

tense, however he declined to elaborate further. He also mentioned that he enjoyed all 

the social events and the real sense of community. He had fond memories of ice skating, 

sledding and parties. He told a story of one boy holding a sail, while on skates, gliding 

down the frozen river completely out of control. 

Ralph had moved to Sinclair Mills as a young boy but did not attend school after 

grade 7. He had moved with his family from Saskatchewan. 

During the interview other family members were working in the kitchen and 

children and babies were moving about and crying-sorry. 

Possible Contact Names 
Thorsten Berg (Tuti Berg 564-4705 
Don Muller 
Mrs. Bill Hawes (Hutton) 
Ivan Anderson 
Bob Stewart 
Melvine Robinson 
Lucile Star (Musician who traveled through the area) 
Dean Shaw 
John and Bill Gaul 



The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 

Interview Questions 

Introduction 

Introduce project. 

Record at the beginning of the tape: 
• the name of the participant being interviewed, 
• the name of the interviewer(s), 
• place of interview 
• date, and 
• note that consent has been granted and the forms 

signed. 

Opening Question 

• What is the one thing you remember most about your time spent in __ ? 

Demographics 

• When did you move to __ ? 

• When did you move away from ? 
• Why did you move to ? 
• Do you know what the approximate population was when you lived there? 
• Would you say the population was mostly young, old, male, female or 

representative? 

• Did people move in and out of __ a lot, or was the population more permanent? 

• What was the main reason for people leaving __ ? 

• Why did you leave? 

• Where did you move? 

• How did you feel about the move? 

• How did other members of your family feel about the move? 

Townsite 
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• Can you draw [or felt map] the general layout of the townsite? What were the best 
aspects of the community's layout? 

• What were the worst aspects of the community's layout? 

• Where did you live? 

• Did you have neighbors close by? 

• Can you describe the changes in the layout of the town in the years you lived there? 

• Was there: a storea 
clubhouse 
a mill 
a graveyard 
a hotel 
a pub 
a church 
water 
electricity 
telephone 
plumbing 
entertainment 

• What types of social services (i.e. health services) were provided in ___ ? 

• Were these adequate for the community's needs? 
• If you needed to get services elsewhere, what community would you go to? 

• What was the shopping like in ___ ? 

• Did you make shopping trips outside of the community?food 
clothes other 

• Did ___ have any schools when you lived there?If not, where did children go? 

• How long did it take to commute each day? 

• Were there any after school activities? 

• Can you describe the social life of young people, such as dating, meeting people, 
parties, etc.? 

Employment 

• Where did most people work when you lived in ___ ? 
• How many mills were in at this time? 
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• What were the company names? 
• Who did you/your spouse/your parents/etc. work for? 

• What was your/your spouse's/your parent's/etc. position? 

• What skills were needed for this job? 

• Who did the hiring? 
• What equipment did you use? 
• Did this change over time? 
• What was the work regimen like (i.e. shift work, length of shift, etc.)? 

• What was the spatial extent of your work?(i.e.) How far away from the townsite did 
youlog? 

• Did your employment change according to the seasons?(i.e.) log in winter, saw in 
summer 

• Was your wage adequate compared to the cost of living in ? 

• Did you feel your job was secure? 

• What types of benefit packages did your employer provide? 
• Were these adequate? 
• Did you/your spouse/your parents/ etc. belong to a union? 

• What were the labour relations like? 
• For instance, do you remember any strikes, labour disputes, walk outs, etc.? 

The time period should be considered before asking the following questions: 

• Do you know of any co-workers who commuted to the ___ mill from other 
towns? 

• Do you know of any people who lived in __ _, but commuted to work outside of 
? ---

• Where did you/your spouse/your parents/ etc. work after you moved from ___ ? 

• Was it difficult to find new employment? 

• How did the new job compare to the old job in ___ ? 

Housing 

• What housing types existed in __ when you lived there? (i.e.) apartments, 
multifamily, bunkhouses, duplex, single-detached, a variety? 
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• Were most houses similar to each other or were there a variety of designs in the 
community? 

• How would you describe the quality of housing? 

• Did the design of your house suit things like the climate and the size of your family? 

• Do you know who built the housing in ___ ? 

• Did most people rent or own their homes? 

• Did you rent or own your home? 

• Whom did you rent from and how would you describe the general maintenance of 
the house? 

• Was there an adequate supply of housing in ? 

• Were the houses expensive? 

Social Issues 

• What were the most pleasant aspects of living in ___ ? 

• What were the negative aspects of living in ? 
• Did you notice any separation between rich and poor residents, or separation 

between people of different race or ethnicity in ? 

• How would you describe your relationship with your neighbors? 

• Did the town have any community get-togethers like, for instance, an annual picnic? 

• What role did the town's sawmill play in community get-togethers? 

Gender Relations 

• Did women work outside the home, if so where? 
• Were there a large number of single men in the community? 

• Were there single-parent families in the community? 

• Were there any groups for women, like for instance a woman's support group? 

• Where did the women get together? 

• Where did the men get together? 

• Where did both sexes get together? 
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• Were there any daycares or babysitting services in ___ ? 

• Who provided these services? 

Ethnic Relations 

• Where did most people in the community come from? 
• What was the general ethnic make-up of ? 
• Were there any visible minorities in the community? 

• Did you know of any newly arrived foreign immigrants in ___ ? 

• Did different ethnic groups have different types of jobs? 

• Did different ethnic groups have different types of houses? 

• Did different ethnic groups live in any special part of town? 

• How did community members treat foreign immigrants? 

• Was there any racial or ethnic tension? 

Future Interviewees 
• We are putting together a list of people that we hope to interview in the future. 

• Do you have any contact names that you think should be added to the list? 

Closing 

• Is there anything else you would like to add? 

• Is there anything you would like to ask me? 

• May we contact you if there are any other questions I come up with? 

• Do you have any memorabilia that you would be willing to lend us? 
(i.e.) pictures, letters, diaries 

Conclusion 
Thank you 

5 



A.How would you rate the following services when you arrived? Good, Satisfactory, 
Poor, or n/a? 

1.Water supply to house Cir'' e ci. -+-
2.Sewage disposal ~ i 

1 

3.Garbage disposal \ l /r 
4.Road 1 
5.Street lighting ('11"' e. 
6.Educational facility: (,.__.,. .. / <7' 

Elementary, Junior Secondary, Senior Secondary / f<J 0 

7.Park and children's playground facilities: $"(_ Ao,,,/ 
8.Recreation facilities: )V./ /I e 
Indoor (like curling, skating, community hc!!l, gymnasium, hockey, etc.) ---
Outdoor (playing fields) 
9.Distance to shopping: 

() YL-<' 
f._c, .. 

10.Distance to medical facility ()_ <q,_ 
11.Bus service to city /I,; ,-i~ 

12.Public library facility \\. t/ 

13.Police ,, 1'/ 

14.Fire protection 
15.House mail 
16.T.V. reception i· JIV,,1 0 e. J. 
17.Radio reception 
18.Telephone facili , 

t,1 (~,. I C. ..t 

A.How would you rate the following services when you left? Good,Satisfactory, Poor, 
or n/a? 

1. Water supply to house: 
2.Sewage disposal 
3.Garbage disposal 
4.Road 
5.Street lighting 
6.Educational facility: 
Elementary 

Junior Secondary 

Senior Secondary 
7.Park and children's playground facilities: 
8.Recreation facilities: 
Indoor (like curling, skating, community hall, gymnasium, hockey, etc.) 

Outdoor (playing fields) 
9.Distance to shopping 
10.Distance to medical facility 
11.Bus service to city 
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12.Public library facility 
13.Police 
14.Fire protection 
15.House mail 
16.T.V. reception 
17.Radio reception 
18.Telephone facility: 
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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

~~~f :::::::y Iiv~:;zj;l~,in the~ communities. 

Place of interview: __ _,1,...../p+-"z?vrl~---c__~--------------

Mailing Address of Participant 

Date:_m....a...· "'--IC\.,~>-' ___..,'?,.,.._/ _/c____._..) ....... u...._· -------

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 



permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date f 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I ag#ormation I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

e contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is -,--l-----+<x:x.,Z.d.,j~~L- (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Interview #54 Ralph Spokie No date 

Karen: We'll start with the first question and it is, what is the one thing you 
remember most about your time spent in Sinclair? 

Well how we hated it. We came from the prairies to Sinclair Mills and you 
couldn't see across the bloody road, there was too many trees eh. 

Rhys: Where abouts in the prairies? 

Camrose, but there was no trees. Well there was some trees but nothing like here. 
It was just like a dense forest. But now of course you wouldn't trade it, but that's 
the way it was then. Just hated it there for a few months. 

Karen: And when did you move to Sinclair? 

'58. June '58 ... July '58. June ... end of June. 

Karen: And when did you move away from Sinclair? 

Oh in the early '60s I guess. No, maybe in the early '70s. I don't remember dates 
sometimes. 

Karen: Were you there for roughly ten years? 

Oh yeah. Ten years anyways, or more. 

Karen: And why did you guys move to Sinclair? 

They shut the mill down. Northwood bought them out and they ended up shutting 
it down. That's what happened to all them areas. Northwood bought up the timber 
or the mills and everybody had to vamoose or work for Northwood. So that's what 
they did, they took off. Some stayed. 

Karen: So did you work for Northwood there? 

Very little, some in the early days. I guess it was in the late '60s we moved, when 
they first started McGregor. 

Karen: Did you notice approximately what the population was when you 
lived there? 

No. It seemed big at the time but it's not. It was probably ... there would have 
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been 3-400 people maybe. There was lots going on there all the time. When they 
got older, there was a party every weekend so that was good. 

Karen: What would you say the population was, mostly young, old, male, 
female or pretty well ... 

Pretty much all. Because there was probably 60-70 kids at school when I was 
there until it was closed. It was a pretty thriving community actually. 

Karen: You went to school in Sinclair? 

Yup, for 3 years I guess. Then they had to go to town to the dormitory, to school 
there. 

Karen: Town? Here? Prince George? 

To Prince George yes. 

Rhys: Is that when you had to go and stay for a week in town? 

I never did but a lot of the others, they did. There was too much work in the 
country those days. 

Karen: Did people move in and out of Sinclair a lot or was the population 
permanent? 

No, pretty much permanent. Very few moved. There were some who moved 
before we got there but ... Kidders was one of them. I don't know which Kidders 
they were but they were there for a long time before we got there and they moved. 
I didn't know them. All the Robinsons, they were there for quite awhile before 
we got there. Mueller's of course were there all the time. Henderson's and 
Stewart's, they're still ... Ivan, and you've even interviewed them I'm sure ... 
Ivan Anderson and Bill Stewart. 

Rhys: You should write them down. 

The Sinclair group. 

Rhys: I'm just learning now as we go. 

They're up in their 80s. 

Karen: Ivan Anderson and who was it? 
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Bill Stewart ... Bob Stewart. Bill is the son. Bill Stewart is one of the sons and 
Ivan Anderson would be Keith Anderson which is running Lakeland now. He 
would be ... he's older than I am but they were born out there I think. And Bob 
Stewart there, when we first got there, I was 13 years old. So the kids, come 
winter, they said ... well he used to have to walk past the school every day to go 
home, well Bob did. So the kids said, "throw a snowball at him, throw a snowball 
at him". Finally I got enough guts up to do it. He came running right in the school 
and dragged me out. Boy, I thought he was going to ... he didn't quit finish 
washing my face until I quit kicking you know. You thought you were dead after 
awhile. 

Karen: Why did you leave? 

Just the economics of it, I guess. 

Karen: How old were you? 

Well Sinclair, after it shut down, it started to fall apart so .... I never left the area. I 
was always between there and Prince George, or Prince George and Bear Lake or 
some place. 

Karen: And you moved to Prince George here when you left there? 

No. I went to ... yeah I did move to Prince George and then to Bear Lake. Every 
once in awhile I went back and forth. 

Karen: Wherever the jobs were? 

Yeah, wherever there were jobs, probably a free meal. 

Karen: How did you feel about the move when you left there? 

It didn't matter then once you were there. 

Karen: How did other family members feel about the move? 

Well probably pretty good because I think that's when my parents moved to 
Willow River. That was the first house they owned in their lifetime. And they 
were in, way up in the 50s and early 60s at that time. 

Rhys: So that's something to be proud of, that's for sure. 

Karen: Can you draw a map about the general layout of the townsite and 
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what were the best aspects of the community's layout? 

There was just the one road through it and there was houses ... the road and the 
railroad and they were all built on one side of the railroad or the road. They were 
usually on the north side of the road. 

Rhys: I guess focussed around the railroad I guess. 

Road and railroad, yeah. There was very little ... there wasn't anything out of .... 
There was one house maybe that was Y2 mile from the railroad. 

Karen: And that was the owner's house or something ... the mill owners? 

No, no. They were just people who worked there. They had a wee tiny bit of a 
farm. I forget their name. Was it Braddles? I don't remember. 

Karen: What were the worst aspects of the community's layout? 

Mosquitos in the summer. You couldn't open your mouth. You couldn't go 
outside hardly. 

Rhys: Really! That bad? 

Oh, you've never seen it. You can't imagine just a wall ofmosquitos, that's all it 
was. 

Karen: And did you guys do anything about it? 

They sprayed then. They used to spray but then they cut that out in later years. 
With DDT they used to spray them. But there wasn't a bug to be seen after that, 
after the planes go over. But that was the worst. And after they came by, well then 
it was great after that. 

Rhys: Is it better now, do you find? 

Well the water doesn't get up as high now anymore. There used to be high water 
all the time. Everything would flood and then the mosquitos would be terrible. 

Karen: Did it flood into the townsite at all? I don't know how far the 
townsite is from the river. 

Yeah, it flooded. Well Moellers house, sometimes they'd have to tie it down so it 
didn't float away. Part of their house was sent down through the Fraser Canyon in 
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the early ... before we got there, in the early days. That's how they brought their 
part of the house ... I don't remember, probably Penny, Longworth, somewheres 
up there and then they floated it down to Sinclair through the canyon on a raft. 
They pulled up and then they cut it there. But then Muellers will be able to tell 
you that. They would be able to tell you. Or Bob Harkins would have told you 
about that too, I'm sure. 

Karen: Is there anything about the actual ... like the way the community was 
laid out that was good or bad, or the actual layout of the city? 

No, it was great. The school was in the middle of the community and we lived on 
one end and the railway was on the other, sort of deal. It was a real nice 
community in those days. 

Karen: And where did you live specifically? 

On the east end for awhile and then they got a company house which was right in 
... straight across from the mill, north of the mill. Oh, that's another family is 
l\'linties and there's some of them that are still alive. I don't know if the old folks 
are but .... 

Rhys: You'll keep us busy phoning people. 

Yeah, there's lots of ... they were there long before we were. Brown ... but I can't 
remember his name but if you get a hold of any Minties, you'll find out which 
Brown it is because he married one of the Mintie girls. But they were there a long 
time before. Melvin Robinson and he married Sandy, Doreen Sandy I guess it 
was. They live in Prince George and they were born ... pret near born and raised 
out there too. They would know a lot more. Their Dad was the guy there ... one of 
their little brothers drowned in the river, their father and another son drowned in 
the same lake there, died at the same lake, Dease Lake. One drowned and one 
heart attack. 

Rhys: Something like that must hit the community pretty hard I guess. 

Yeah. They had ... looking at this old road here, they were still using them when I 
got there, in '58. Then they had ... You've heard about that. There's Ivan 
Anderson, that's the guy. Somebody must have interviewed him already. 

Karen: Yeah, we got the pictures. Can you describe any changes in the layout 
of the town while you were there? 

Nothing really changed much. Well it got to be really big there for awhile. They 
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had to build some more bunkhouses and stuff because they couldn't house all the 
people that they needed, that worked there. 

Karen: They were working specifically in the mill? 

They're working in the mills, yeah. Then after the mill went down, well then there 
was ... there's only a few houses there nowadays. 

Karen: When did the mill go down? Do you remember? 

When did Northwood come in here? Have you heard? It was back in the ... 

Karen: 1960s. 

Late '60s yeah. That's about when the mill went down. No later than '70, I don't 
think. Because they didn't keep it very long. 

Rhys: I think the one in Giscome was in '74, something like that. I'm not 
sure. 

I would have thought they would have had them all at the same time. 

Rhys: You'd think. You're probably right. 

But my late ... well he's still alive too, my father-in-law, the first father-in-law 
there, he had a mill at Longworth and that's what shut him down was Northwood 
came in and bought up all the timber. They couldn't pay what Northwood could 
pay for the timber so then they had to shut their mills down. They didn't ... they 
consequently sell out or ... And then you were able to go to work for one outfit if 
you wanted to live in that area then. 

Rhys: They didn't have any choice. 

No, they didn't have any choice. 

Karen: Was there a store, clubhouse, mail, graveyard, hotel, club, church, 
water, electricity, telephone, plumbing and entertainment? 

They had fantastic water there. They had their own water system. They had a dam 
up on the mountain there. So they had water, power ... 

Karen: Did they have it all under dam? 
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Yeah, the water was. It had a lot of pressure. You couldn't hang onto one hose if 
you opened up the hydrant. I think Donny Mueller was washing off one of his 
logging ... his trucks one day and he wanted Doug to tum the water on on the fire 
hydrant. If you turned the water on too fast, that hose would just whip you around 
like a piece of fuzz in a wind storm. Well that's what happened to Donny, flying 
through the air there. That had a lot of power so you had to watch that. 

Karen: What about electricity and phone and plumbing? 

No phone. TV you could maybe see it a little bit the odd day there, around the late 
'60s, I guess. Some days were alright. We could pick out the figures of people but 
some days you couldn't. 

Karen: And you didn't have any phones or ... 

There was a phone ... let's see, probably there was a phone in the office. CN 
would have had a phone, I guess. But there was no phones, no. 

Karen: What about entertainment? 

Fishing, swimming. I guess when you got older there was parties. There was 
music. Somebody always played music of some kind of course. That's all they did 
then. It was nice. Just lots of things. Played ball, go swimming or whatever. 

Rhys: I guess the parties were something the whole community got into? 

Oh yeah. It would last all night or a day or two or whatever. It would be on the 
weekend. There's nothing to do on the weekends anyways. There was never 
hardly any trouble at all. 

Karen: Did they have a pub or a hotel? 

No. There was just a hall, community hall, school and store, clubhouse for the 
camp, that's about it. 

Rhys: How did get the liquor there? 

By train. You'd sit and wait for that train out at night or you could have it shipped 
in too. Somebody was going to town. You couldn't drive to town. We'd cross the 
ferry but you couldn't hardly go anywhere because ... In the early '60s they got the 
road so it was passable and then the ones that did drive to town by far, would take 
all day to get there. 70 miles, it's a long way. 
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Rhys: So were there any bootleggers in this town? I've heard there ... 

Oh yeah, there was. There was lots. A couple anyway. 

Karen: What types of social services were provided in Sinclair? 

Nothing. You looked after yourself. If you had to go to the doctor, you'd take the 
train in. You'd catch a freight train if you were bad enough. 

Rhys: So there was nothing in any of the surrounding towns around you? 

No, you didn't need anything. There was never ... any problems were handled 
amongst the people I suppose. I never seen any but if there were, that's how they 
would have been handled. People got along and solved their own problems. If 
there was problems, I don't remember any of course. Now it's not like today. 

Rhys: There's strength in the communities. 

Karen: People looked after each other. 

Oh sure. Everybody was trying to. 

Karen: It said if you needed services elsewhere, what community would you 
go to? 

Well Prince George, I guess, would be the closest. You'd go by train. 

Karen: How far was Hutton? 

Well there was nothing. There was ... at Hutton, when we got there in '58, there 
was a railway station there which they manned. They had railway stations pret 
near everywhere except ... I don't think they had one in Longworth. They had one 
in Sinclair, Hutton ... maybe they did have one out at Longworth because there 
were all section crews then and they looked after certain sections. 

Karen: So did you ever go to the hospital here? 

No, there was no hospital there when we got there. I don't know what year that 
was. That was before our time. 

Karen: Oh, I see. 

But there was quite a few houses there yet, when we got there. And that's where 
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Mrs. Hawsley was in Hutton and they were ... he worked on the section and I 
think they lived in the station for a lot of years. 

Karen: What was it like shopping in Sinclair? 

It was alright. They had a store there. There were some Chinese people there that 
had the store. Farmerton's was the people that had the store when we first got 
there and I think they're both dead now. If I remember properly, the one son shot 
himself in later years. But when they shut the store down, well it wasn't 
Farmerton's. Yes it was Farmerton's too. They used to have a show there once a 
week. Oh my god, they did.have 'entertainment come in there. There was Bob 
Reagan and [inaudible??] Baptiste farm. Kerry Reagan is still alive. I think he 
lives down south now. And Lucille Starr was married to Bob Reagan. They used 
to come out to Sinclair and Longworth and go on through those places once a 
year anyways. So that was fantastic if somebody came in and ... 

Karen: What did they do specifically, like singing or ... 

Played and sang. I got to know Kerry really well. I used to chum around with him 
afterwards in later years. And then Lucille Starr, I mean she's still alive. She 
married somebody else in Hollywood or Vegas or someplace down there. She 
went on ... I don't know if you remember western music but Lucille Starr was ... 
she had quite a few records out. She was Bob Reagan's wife. 

Rhys: My parents had a [inaudible??], I think. 

Probably, yeah. 

Rhys: It sou~ds familiar. 

Karen: Really? 

It's not that long ago but ... 

Karen: Well I didn't mean it that way. I mean it would be interesting to talk 
to her. 

[inaudible] by the ferries or a few [inaudible??] songs. Bob and Kerry did. 

Karen: So there was only like the one shopping so if you had to ... could you 
get clothes there and stuff? 

One store. Oh yeah, they had everything in there. 
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Karen: Did you make trips outside of the community for food or clothes? 

Yeah. Well when we were kids you didn't have to go to town unless you had to 
get a tooth pulled or some damn thing. But you didn't go to town. It was more fun 
out there. the only people who went to town was when they had to. 

Karen: How long was the commute? 

Probably about ... it was 70 miles by rail. 

Karen: Were there any after school activities? 

Just the normal things kids do. Then later, when we started working, we had 
badminton there, at the hall there. we got pretty good but we never went nowhere 
with it. 

Karen: Can you describe the social life of young people such as dating, 
meeting people, parties etc. 

Oh yeah, that was all done. 

Karen: Did you date other people from the communities or just your 
community or ... 

I guess if you could call it dating, we did. Not everybody was closely knit. 

Karen: Did you go to like other parties or events in other communities? 

Very rarely. I never anyway, until later years of course, when you could drive 
across ... go by car when you had your own car. You could go farther. No, you 
didn't go. 

Karen: Where did most people work when you lived in Sinclair? 

At Sinclair and in the bush for Sinclair. 

Karen: How many mills were there at this time? 

There was just one at Sinclair. There was one at Cornell, Hansard. That was 
interesting too in Hansard there, with the mill there too. Well [Dan??] Hanson 
used to freight fuel up and down the river. You could hear him coming for miles 
with those [inaudible??] and they'd haul 3-400 gallons of fuel, I guess, up to the 
logging camps along the river. 
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Rhys: [inaudible??] equipment. 

Yeah. that was neat. [inaudible??] out of that with a big boat, riverboat. But their 
motors were pretty big those days. A lot of noise. Dean Shaw, he'd be another 
one too if nobody's interviewed him. He logged up going along Longworth there. 
They used to freight the fuel from ... I guess from Hansard to Longworth by boat 
and you had to go through the canyon as well, you know. Haul fuel up there, and 
maybe to Penny too. They'd take it in by railroad or in ... they'd usually take it up 
by boat in the summer because it was right on the river they logged anyway. They 
had their camps there. 

Rhys: Through the canyon ... 

Is it Upper Fraser Canyon there? 

Rhys: Yes. 

That's pretty ... awhile ago it used to be a pretty rough canyon but there was one 
rock at the head of the canyon and they blew it out ... it's called Green's Rock. I'm 
sure it will be on ... somebody already would have said that. And the water would 
come in wide and then funnel in because of this one rock there. It made a hell of a 
swell there, eh. 

Rhys: I can imagine, yeah. And they just blew it out. 

And they blew it out later when they started driving logs down the river there 
because they had all the log jams there. They drove logs Sinclair down to Shelley 
here for Mueller's. I worked for them one summer. That was a neat job, working 
on the river. That was nice. Damn good money. It was $450 a month. 

Rhys: How did you do it? 

Just by boat and you had your fin booms and they' re tied to a tree and the river is 
running by you. You'd have the planks on the boom of course which would push 
them ... fin it out, so then it was like a fish bowl and then of course when the logs 
come, they'd shoot them. If they were going to hang up here, they would shoot 
them out in the middle of the river again. That was a nice job. 

Rhys: Did you ever have to get out and walk on them at all? 

Oh yeah. We had a lot of fun with that. [inaudible??] last one [inaudible??] 
logjam [inaudible??] on the river. I worked with Donohue mostly on that. 
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Karen: Who did your spouse or parents, etc. work for over there? 

Well my parents worked ... my Dad worked for Sinclair and then he went to 
Upper Fraser after they shut the mill down. Mom never worked. Very little 
anyway. They'd go picking cones or something like that the odd time. Then my 
father-in-law at that time, Thirsten Berg, he ... after when I did [inaudible??], he 
Jogged and I worked for him too. He was a nice man. 

Rhys: Picking cones? 

Yeah, they'd fall the tree down and then all the cones would fall on the ground. 
Now they pick them with a helicopter, I guess. 

Rhys: Why do you pick them? 

That's how they got the seeds to replant the tree. 

Rhys: Learn something new every day. 

Karen: Who did the hiring at Sinclair MiJJs? 

You mean individual hiring? Well it was Sinclair Mills which was ... who the 
hell owned the mill at that time? I know the name too. Ivan Anderson and Bob 
Stewart worked in the mill then. They would have probably have done the hiring. 
I'll think of it. Their kids, we went to school with their kids. 

Karen: I don't know if this will apply to you but it says, what equipment did 
you use? Did it change over time? What was your work regimen like? 

The equipment changed drastically over the years. They got some of that 
equipment in the railroad museum now. The saws that went up straight up and 
down like that. Man, it would shake the country for miles, those gang saws. The 
had them ... and that was pretty modern for those days, I think. But then that mill 
didn't change so much new, maybe because they shut the mill down, but Upper 
Fraser got updated drastically. 

Karen: And what about your work regimen? Did you work shift ... 

Two weeks and two weeks off, days and nights. We worked 5 days a week. I don't 
remember working on the weekend. 

Karen: Two weeks on and two weeks off? 
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Days and nights. If you worked in the mill it was two weeks night shift or two 
weeks day shift. And if you worked in the bush, well it was always day shifts but 
just 5 days a week. 

Karen: What was the spatial extent of your work? How far away from the 
townsite did you work? 

In logging, you could go anywhere from 10-30 miles I guess. 

Karen: How would you get there? 

By vehicle, by road. 

Karen: So the company would come pick you up? 

One guy rode a motorcycle. He rode the damn thing and it was 65 below one 
morning but he wouldn't take the ride. He was bundled up. He got to McGregor 
and of course they told him there there was no work. [inaudible??] by phone. I 
don't know, he didn't freeze. He still lives out there. 

Karen: Did your employment change according to the seasons? 

No, not really. Summer logging and winter logging, but they used to log 
[inaudible??] down in the winter and try to do the drag down in the summer. Of 
course nowadays they just log wherever they want, seems like, and they've logged 
... for many years they logged off all the good gravel ground and good hard ground 
and in the winter they took the swamps. In the summer time it was [inaudible??]. 
But that's the way forestry went. They did some silly things. So it's kind of no 
wonder that we're in the state that we're in now because of this. That was even in 
the '70s they did that, '80s. 

Rhys: So you think the current problems are closely related to the old 
logging practices then? 

Well it started it because it was pretty crude at one time. But it's certainly cleaned 
up now. Great now. I don't see what anybody could complain about now. They're 
pretty conscientious nowadays. 

Karen: Was your wage adequate compared to the cost of living in Sinclair? 

Oh yeah, way better. Much, much better. 

Karen: That's very important. 

Interview #54 Ralph Spokie 13 



Well if you went to work and you made $100 in two weeks you couldn't ... you 
always had, even if you were a thrift spender, you could still have money left over 
for the nest egg. You can't do that nowadays. 

Karen: Did a lot of people own their own houses there? 

No, nobody did hardly. Northwood had kind of encouraged people to build their 
own houses and they'd give them their lumber and so on at a good price and blah, 
blah, blah. One guy did build a house and then they shut the mill down so it 
wouldn't have worked out very well if everybody built a house. One guy fell for 
it. I mean he still lives there but I think he was the only one. 

Karen: Just my own question, when they were building the houses, like the 
Northwood houses, did they build them so that they could move them or they 
didn't have that in mind when they built them? Because you know in Upper 
Fraser ... 

Like Upper Fraser, I don't really know if they ever built anything to move. I kind 
of doubt they thought about moving them. I lived in one years ago too there and 
they're scattered all over now. It was a good deal for the people that bought them 
now. But I don't think they ever built them to move. Before my time, they built 
them on skids and I guess that was meant to be moved. If they had to move them 
they could. Especially the camps. 

Karen: Did you feel like your job was secure? 

We did then, yeah. And I guess it was in the end in a round about way because 
you could have went to work from ... when they shut the mill down and went into 
logging, which you did anyway before they shut it down. But some of them just 
stayed with the mill and kept on with the mill. That's how my father ended ... he 
ended up in Northwood eh. 

Karen: Is that what you did after? Did you just continue logging? 

I stayed with logging yeah. I was a diehard. 

[end of side one] 

Karen: What kind of benefit package did your employer provide and were 
they adequate? 

I doubt there was any benefit. That didn't come until the early '70s I guess. There 
was no benefits. The only benefit you had was a job, and then you could get 
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unemployment which was $25 every couple of weeks or something if you got it. 

Karen: Was that through the employer? 

Unemployment office. Unemployment insurance. So what they did ... UI, EI or UI 
or whatever they call it. 

Karen: Did they give any kind of benefits or packages to your relatives that 
worked there too? So if you got ... 

They did have, I guess, a severance package for some of them when they shut the 
mill down. Don McFee ... that's who owned the mill, Mcfee at that time. I don't 
even know ... I think Ivan Anderson, Bob Stewart and Ray Mueller, as far as I 
know ... if it is true, I think it is ... but they received a fair chunk of money for 
those days, like that time they worked there. God, I don't even know how long 
they worked there. They were there for quite awhile. So there was a benefit 
package that way. 

Karen: Did you or anyone you know belong to a union at that time? 

We did. That would have been ... when the hell was that? I don't know. We did 
belong to 1W A but I don't remember. I guess maybe it was there when we started 
working. I don't know. 

Karen: What were labour relations like? Do you remember any strikes, 
labour disputes, walkouts ... 

Oh God, no. Like I said, as far as I can remember, everybody got along. 

Karen: Well it sounds like they paid good wages and everyone was happy. 

Yeah, the employers were part of the people. 

Rhys: So there wasn't really any separations between employers and the 
community? 

No, no. Not that I know of and they would have all gotten along. And if there was 
a problem, then they would have probably discussed it amongst themselves and 
sorted it out that way. Because I never heard of anything. Of course, I didn't pay 
any attention anyway. But the atmosphere was great. Of course, a few of them that 
you'll probably ... if you get a hold of Kenny Irving and Ivan and Bill, you'll 
probably end up finding out a lot more about it than I do. But everybody was 
happy anyways, that I could see out there. And I imagine it was the same in all 
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communities. I didn't go to any other ones until later days. We were always happy 
when we went up river because we brought a bottle of Cat and Wagon rum and 
away you go, through the canyon. 

Karen: Do you know of any co-workers who commuted to other mills, to 
other employers? 

Well we all did from Sinclair to Upper Fraser when it shut down. We worked at 
Upper Fraser after Sinclair was down. But they didn't commute very far. 

Karen: Was it difficult to find new employment? 

No. The farther you could walk ... well from one mill to the next you had a job. It 
didn't matter where you went. There was always somebody that needed 
somebody. Or even when you could drive. You could drive to every one of them, 
you probably could have gotten a job every day, from any one of them, any time 
you would have drove there. 

Rhys: No scarcity of employment then, I guess. 

Yeah, lots of employment. 

Karen: What housing types existed in Sinclair when you lived there, 
apartments, multi-family, bunkhouses, duplex ... 

Just the company houses and then they had bunkhouses. Single homes and 
bunkhouses. 

Karen: Were they all the same or kind of a variety or did they kind of build 
them all the same? 

I guess they were a little bit different, each one of them. 

Karen: How would you describe the quality? 

It was good. 

Karen: Did you have washrooms inside? 

Yeah. We had running water and washrooms. Wood heat or oil heat. 

Karen: Were you in charge of the upkeep or was Northwood, or was the 
company? 
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Well the company would look after them. And then yeah, you certainly looked 
after them. You couldn't let them run down. Nobody did anyway. 

Karen: But just if something broke down? 

Well if something broke, the company would probably buy it I would imagine. 
I'm sure they'd [inaudible??]. 

Rhys: That's pretty good. No wonder people got along well with their 
employers then. 

Oh yeah, everybody got along then, big party together. We didn't have problems 
when we partied together. You wouldn't argue with your boss. You'd just joke 
along like everyone else. It was always fun. 

Karen: Do you think that the housing suited the climate and the size of the 
families? 

Oh yeah. We came from Alberta. We lived in a little two-room shack there and we 
come out here and everybody had their own bedroom and running water. You had 
to pump it up into the house but then we had running water in the bathroom. We 
couldn't believe it. You can imagine coming ... like say I was coming off the desert 
into the forest. It was sort of devastating. Everybody was upset. We didn't like it 
at all. We weren't raised into it, but you wouldn't trade it now. 

Karen: Do you remember who built the housing in Sinclair? 

Probably McFee himself. He would have funded it I'm sure but I don't know who 
built it. Oh, there's some more. There's Johnny Gaul, Billy Gaul. There's Bill 
there. they were raised out there too I think. 

Karen: G-A-U-L. 

Yup. 

Karen: And then it says were houses expensive but it sounds like you just 
kind of rented. 

I don't think they bought them. I certainly couldn't tell you because I was only 13 
when we came there and the price of the house didn't ... it wasn't much to me. 
Although when we started going to Prince George in the early '70s there ... oh 
God yeah, the early '70s, late '60s I guess, houses were $8-9000 then. Brand new 
houses you know. And you had to pay $90-$100 a month payment on it but you 
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only made $200 a month. Who the hell was going to give $100 for a house? 
Asking a month's wages, well just how stupid you were. It didn't last long like 
that. Things got better but the payments didn't change. I know my brother-in-law, 
he left his house payment. He had a big house up behind Spruceland there and he 
was paying $114 and $124 a month until it was paid for. There was no sense 
paying it off for $100 or $125 a month. It had two bedrooms upstairs and two 
downstairs, two fireplaces and all that you know. Try and buy that now for $124. 

Karen: What were the most pleasant aspects of living in Sinclair? You kind 
of talked a bit about that? 

It was always pleasant there. It was never no bad times there that I remember. 
There were some sad times of course. There was a helicopter accident there when 
some ... I don't remember who it was but a couple of them drowned up in the 
canyon. But for the most part it was just good times. 

Karen: Were there any negative aspects of living there, besides the ... 

No, there wasn't. Nobody travelled a lot in them days anyway. You were just 
happy ... 

Karen: [comment inaudible] 

We kind of did because we'd go home ... or back to Alberta every summer by 
train. 

Karen: Your whole family or just ... 

Pretty much. Dad always stayed and worked, made some money I guess. That's 
the only picture of Mom and Dad there. I don't have anything ... 

Karen: How long did you go to Alberta for? A couple of months or ... 

A couple of weeks probably or something like that. I started to go to school there, 
I got a day and a half and I quit, come back and I went to work. It was a pretty 
scary ... 

Karen: Did you notice any separation between rich and poor residents or 
separation between people of different race or ethnicity? 

You certainly didn't notice it then but you do now. 

Karen: Like it existed but you didn't notice it at the time? 
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I didn't matter what colour they were. I had friends of all ... we used to go hunting 
salmon in the river up there ... shoot them with a rifle you know. There's one 
Japanese fellow ... my brother taught him English when he came over from Japan 
... tutored him I guess. Dennis did. But he dove in the water and the salmon was 
about half in the water. Of course he wasn't very big and he would have had a 
hunting knife and he'd stab that salmon right in the back of the neck there. Well 
there's a lot of power in those fish. He was [inaudible??]. But he really thought 
he'd come up with fish . I don't think the Game department would like to hear 
about that now. 

Rhys: So race wasn't a problem then at all. That's good. 

It started to build after Northwood came in, about that time. I don't know if it was 
because of them or what but it started to get that way then. 

Rhys: When Northwood came in, did the relationship between the employers 
and the people work good? 

Terrible. Northwood was told ... when they had the bush bosses out there, they 
were only told to give their orders and then leave the men alone. No 
communication. So that's what they did. They'd get a good foreman in there then 
and if he stuck up for the men at all, they'd fire him and move him on or 
something. But they came from the coast and those guys didn't know anything 
about this country up here. And they shot every damn animal that would move up 
there. The caribou, they cleaned them out. And the moose, they pret near cleared 
them out. It got so bad that they were even shooting them and leaving them. They 
wouldn't even touch them. They got the two-way radio and they'd be talking back 
and forth where the game was and they'd roar down and shoot it. And that's 
[inaudible??] habit, they would take it home. One year they shot... I think they had 
7 moose or animals hanging on this thing they built in the McGregor yard there 
and they gave a ... a couple of cops and a couple of game wardens came out there 
and I think they gave them .. . if my memory serves me right, I think it was 24 
hours or more to tag these animals eh. Well they went around to everyone of us, 
wanted to get our tags to hang on these animals. Well we weren't going to give 
them our tags to hang on the illegal animals. So they sent ... phoned Vancouver, 
and got tags from down there and sent them up, tagged them. Nothing in the paper 
about that, but at the same time, a guy ... an Indian ... he was married to a native 
woman, had a big family. He worked at the mill at Sinclair. He shot a cow and a 
calf, the game wardens came out, took it away from him and threw it in the burner 
and these other guys were allowed to tag theirs and take it home. 

Karen: So there was something going on. 
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Rhys: That's too bad. 

I remember Johnny Gaul, Wayne Ewart and my brother, myself, they were all 
after ... [inaudible??] has to give them our moose tags eh, to these Northwood 
bosses but we weren't going to do that. 

Rhys: So did a lot of people used to hunt for food then I guess. 

Yeah, hunting was always hunting, no matter what. Some needed it for food. The 
fellow that I said ... he needed it for food. I don't know, it was two families living 
in the same house and they had lots of kids and they couldn't keep their meat. 

Rhys: Was it illegal? 

Yeah, but I mean ... so they killed I don't know how many every year by train and 
they still didn't. 

Rhys: [inaudible??] rot, I guess. 

Yeah, but these other guys were just killing them to ... well sometimes the guys I 
worked there with would end up taking the meat home if they'd just shoot it and 
leave it. On one occasion I know that ... so I was sad. And that's when it started to 
go bad ... or go different. I shouldn't say bad but different. 

Rhys: Not as good that's for sure. 

Yeah, not as good. You get big concerns and it never gets better. You look 
awfully familiar. Who are your parents. 

Karen: [inaudible??] Anderson. 

From Prince here? 

Rhys: Maybe it's from your horses. 

Maybe but you look familiar anyways. 

Karen: See, I kind of thought you were familiar but I thought maybe it's 
because you look like your brother. 

Well I do. [inaudible??] these other guys get mixed up. They see us apart they 
don't know which one is which. 
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Karen: Are you twins? 

No. He's older than I am. 

Karen: There's a little bit about community get-togethers and stuff, like 
annual things or like how was the company involved .. . 

Well I suppose ... they had New Year's dances out there .... just get-togethers I 
guess, just normal get-togethers. I don't know if communities ... the travel 
between them was 2 hours but there would be some that would come by train or 
whatever and stay overnight at somebody's place and go back on the next day 
after the party or visit or whatever. 

Rhys: And everyone would contribute and bring food and whatnot, I guess. 

I suppose. I don't remember that. I don't know if there was any need for it. I know 
they brought their groceries in from Royal Produce by train from Prince to 
Sinclair. Dad was making about $95 or $98 every two weeks. They'd spend that 
on ... well you'd get boxes and boxes of groceries and there was a feast when the 
train came in, I'll tell you. 

Karen: Did women work outside the home? 

No, they didn't. Like I said, picking [inaudible] 

Karen: [inaudible] 

Gardening, everybody gardened although women mostly gardened and they did a 
lot of work. Women always work harder than the men anyways. Always did and 
probably always will. 

Karen: Were there any single parent families? 

You know, I don't remember one. I suppose if there was there would have had to 
have been a death in the family. I don't remember one. I'm sure they must have 
had separations at that time too but I just didn't remember. 

Karen: Were there any groups for women? Specifically targeted towards 
them? 

I don't know. I suppose they had their ... whatever they did. I don't know. They 
might have. Probably didn't have time for one thing. 
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Rhys: Right. Sounds like a busy life. 

Karen: Where did women and men get together if they wanted separate 
spaces ... or all went together? 

She probably didn't or if they did, it would be all in the same place. The school 
had things happen and the community hall sometimes. 

Karen: Were there any daycares or babysitting services? 

No. 

Karen: I didn't think so. Where did most people in the community come 
from? 

Boy, I don't know. Everywhere. A lot of them came from Yugoslavia. But they'd 
have their brother marry their wives for them and they'd send her over here and 
they had never ever seen the women. Of course then she'd come over here as his 
wife. That's how they did it. 

Rhys: It worked out okay? 

Yeah. [inaudible??] the brother would send the wrong woman or something like 
this, there'd be a family conflict. But that was funny. Some of the things that 
happened I'm not going to tell you on that tape. 

Karen: What was the general ethnic makeup of Sinclair? 

Just about everything. You had natives and Japanese, Chinese. Whatever the 
white people were, they were all different nationalities I suppose. 

Karen: Did you know of any newly arrived foreign immigrants there? 

Oh yeah. The one fellow that lives there, well they were Ulmsteaders. They came 
from Germany. One family, they stayed with us when they first came over here. 
They're both dead too now. She died quite young and he just died here recently. 
Ulmsteader, but then his brother still lives at Sinclair and the wife lives in ... 
Eric's wife lives here in town. I don't know what street that would be but it would 
be between 10th and 15th there. You want somebody to talk, you should talk to 
Eric. 

Karen: Did different ethnic groups have different jobs or everybody just 
kind of ... 
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Just fit in wherever. There wasn't discrimination. I just can't imagine any 
discrimination those days. 

Rhys: It sounds like everyone needed each other to get by. 

It started to come after ... not because of Northwood but because of the times and 
it started to come in later on, and it's getting quite bad now. Of course everybody 
[inaudible??], and that's brought on by our government too. They tell you not to 
discriminate but yet they'll ... know how they hand out to the ones they don't want 
to get discriminated against. But that's just the way it is. 

Karen: Okay, that's pretty much it. So do you think there's anything else 
you'd like to add or ... 

Well not that I want to put on that tape. 

Karen: Is there anything you want to ask us? 

Is it going into a book is it? 

Karen: I think they'll just pick out certain pieces of information and use 
them in certain categories, doing different ... 

Do something like the Jack book ... the type of book that Jack wrote I would 
imagine. 

Rhys: I guess the [inaudible] is from 15-20 years so it's going to be awhile 
too. 

But there's a lot of other people that were there that were there quite a bit longer. I 
don't know about the oldest ones that would have been there ... well Jack lived in 
Penny. He wasn't in Sinclair. Mueller's and Ivan, if you get a hold of Don 
Mueller, he lives in Prince George and Wayne lives out at Sinclair Mills. He's 
my age. But if you were to get a hold of them. Donny's a little older so he would 
know more. His mother is still alive. I guess she'd be out at Sinclair right now, 
Louise Mueller. And then Ivy Berg ... or Thirsten Berg. Ivy was his wife. They 
live in Manson Crescent there right now. I don't know their number. 

Karen: Thirsten Berg. 

Thirsten Berg yeah. He's about 86-88. 

Karen: And they live on which street? On Manson? 
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Manson Crescent. Judy Berg is 564-4705 and that's her daughter. And they live 
right beside them. Thirsten, he would know ... he was everything. He was the 
mortician, doctor. He just did everything for whoever needed what. Like at 
Longworth and so on. But he would know everything about everything that went 
on in the country there. 

Rhys: I just want to ask one more question. What was the best part about 
living there? The funniest part anyhow. 

Of course the parties were always a lot of fun because we always had a lot of fun 
there. but everybody got along and everybody was friendly. Nothing much 
changed there because there was only the one mill and it never got updated ... or 
very little. It was always fun to work there. We would get fired every once in 
awhile and they'd hire us back .... miss a day's work or something but I guess that 
was the way it was. 

[end of interview] 
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