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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Mr. and Mrs. Quinn 
Box 100 
Dome Creek, B.C. 
VOJ !HO October l 6t11, 2002 

Subject: Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project Transcripts 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Quinn: 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of a transcript from your interview with the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. We apologize for the delay in getting this copy to you. There was a lack of 
funding that caused delays in the progress of this project. We appreciate your patience and we thank 
you again for your interest in this project. We have very much enjoyed meeting so many people with 
ties to communities along the upper Fraser River. It has been very interesting learning from the stories 
people have told us. We hope to stay working on the history of these communities for many years to 
come. 

If you have any questions, comments, or additional changes to this transcript, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at: (250) 960-5320 or by e-mail: halseth@unbc.ca. 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor 
Geography Program 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 429 

Upper Fraser Historical Geography Website: http://web.unbc.ca/upperfraser 



Kendall & Donna Quinn: Summary 
Interviewed on 07 /05/00 

By James Squissato 

In 1973, Mr. and Mrs. Quinn moved to Dome Creek from Prince George. At this 
time, the population of Dome Creek was about 120 people. The Quinns were partially 
involved in the 'back to the lander' movement of the time. Mr. Quinn was a logger for 15 
years and now works for the highway department. Mrs. Quinn worked as a domestic 
worker in the community, and as a teacher's assistant and secretary at the local school. 
Mrs. Quinn started the kindergarten at the local school. 

They are both strong environmentalists. They are not happy with how the forest 
industry practices have changed in the last several years. They stated that not only has the 
new harvesting practices cost many jobs, but they have also caused a great deal of 
environmental degradation. 

They spoke of the great rewards of rural living as well as its challenges. They both 
spoke highly of the community strength in Dome Creek, as well as the great amount of 
rain. The interview went well as both the Quinns and myself were at ease. 

Additional Contacts 

Eva Blangy she is 80 years old and has lived in Dome Creek most of her life (The Quinns 
stressed that it was important that we spoke with her, because of her role in the 
community) 
Lena Schultz in Dome Creek 
Allan and Rusty Howe in Dome Creek 
Guy and Jan Norton in Dome Creek 553-2327 
Hugh Perkins in Dome Creek 553-2313 
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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: ~ l>+l-L ([,µ1.,u,V "'-- )o,uV4 cf)tv/.J!U 

Place of interview: _v_~_H<_c __ C_!ei_c_t5_k ___ ?_._c_. ______ _ 

Mailing Address of Participant : Box:. 100 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

~ ~2o0D 

6/ ~OOc) 

" 

Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is -:SL~v,-~~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. and Mrs. Quinn 
Box 100 
Dome Creek, B.C. 
VOJ lHO 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Quinn: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Dome Creek with you. Thank-you for taking 
the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser 
Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, 
as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was particularly 
interesting to hear your recollections of the community strength in Dome Creek, as well 
as your opinions of the new harvesting practices. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 
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Interview #61 Ken and Donna Quinn July 5, 2000 

James: I'm here with Ken and Donna Quinn. My name is James Squissato. 
We're in Dome Creek. It is the fifth of July, 2000 and the consent form has 
been signed. I'll start off with the opening question. What do you remember 
most about living in the Dome Creek area? 

Donna: The first one is a tough one isn't it? 

James: It's supposed to be the easy one too. 

Donna: The rain. 

Ken: It sure does rain out here. 

James: You notice that a lot? 

Ken: Oh yeah. It's a rain forest. You see the big cedars, the huge spruce. Some of 
those trees are 700 years old. They figure some of those cedar might be over 1000 
years old. 

James: I have a friend who's working at the university, he's the president of 
· the Interior Rain Forest Club and I've been told some of them are anywhere 
from 2000-3000 possibly. In some spots maybe. 

Ken: Isn't that amazing. 

James: Yeah, and I guess it's the only interior temperate rain forest ... or tbe 
only interior temperate rain forest in the world, I think, or of this kind, so 
hemlock, cedars. You get a lot of rain here? 

Ken: Oh it's fairly similar to the coast really, with vegetation and everything like 
that, the wildlife. Yeah, we get lots of rain, that's for sure. 

James: And anything that ... 

Donna: I don't know what we'd ... 

Ken: Well obviously the people because you live in a small community and you 
remember everybody who's come and gone and you know, like who said that ... 
that every driveway you get a different opinion, you know. You really do. I mean 
everyone is a real character. They stand out, they're individuals. And so yeah, you 
get to know them. They do stand out. 
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Donna: And you get along, you know, even though they don't think the same. We 
get along. 

James: Which is good I think. 

Donna: Really good. 

Ken: But, when something comes down and things are tough, everyone sticks 
together. In a small community like this way out in the middle of nowhere, really!, 
they all come to help. I had a kind of an emergency. I was walking a horse across 
the Fraser bridge there and he - poor old horse there - he had a blind side and he 
stepped off and got wedged in between the ties and one of the crossbeams on the 
bridge. And it wasn't 20 minutes and that whole community was there and we had 
ropes and everything and we had that horse just whipped right back up on the ties 
and that and had him moving down the tracks. 

Donna: That was a big horse. 

Ken: And he was a big horse. I mean they had walked horses over that bridge for 
years and it was a normal thing, the horse slips in the ties and away he goes. But 
this one horse had a blind side. Something scared him, spooked him. He stepped 
off the side. 

James: And everyone just came out to help? 

Ken: The whole community was there, just like that. 

James: I think that's a good thing. 

Ken: Oh yeah. 

James: I hope it stays that way. 

Ken: It would stilJ be the same. If there was a problem, it would still be the same. 

Donna: I would say it is the people, they kind of keep you here. And the quiet. 

James: Yeah, the quiet is a nice thing. Lack of ... no pollution out here and 
things like that. 

Ken: And the wildlife. Yeah and the lack of pollution, the clean air. 

James: Now when did you move to the area? 
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Ken: I think '73. 

Donna: July '73. 

James: And you both came at the same time? 

Ken: Yeah, from Prince George. 

Donna: Our kids were little and they were a year and a half and three or something 
when we came here. 

James: So why did you move to Dome Creek then? 

Ken: I didn't really have a job to go to. In those days you didn't worry about a job 
because you knew that you could always get something, and it wasn't a week later 
and I had a job with the Highways. 

Donna: We had friends here. Ken's old school buddy lived across the river there, 
Ben Eurie, and we came out to visit and then decided we'd just move out because 
it was a good place to raise kids. That's what I was thinking. 

Ken: It was beautiful. It was beautiful, the mountains. Dome Creek, the time of 
year that we came out, it was just crystal clear in July and it was just ... 

Donna: And there were lots of people here, like way more than now. Because 
there were so many people our age here at the time. 

Ken: Back to the land movement had already moved out and there were all kinq_s 
of people our age and there was lots going on and it just seemed like a great place. 

James: Now are a lot of the back to the land people still here or did they ... 

Donna: Not really. 

Ken: There's a few. There's Pete up the road. I mean Pete went up north first. He 
was from the States originally. Let's see, who else? Not too many. 

Donna: No. And a lot of the old houses have just gotten kind of old and falling 
down now too so ... 

James: I noticed a few from the drive in here. 

Donna: Yeah so there's ... when they left, things started falling apart and kept on ... 
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James: Was there a mill here? 

Donna: When we came? 

James: Yeah. 

Donna: No. 

Ken: Well Glen Hooker's mill. Everybody bought lumber off of Glen. You 
know, build their places here, but that's about all. Glen had that mill. Oh, Jim 
Humphrey had a small mill there for a little while. 

James: So how many people were here when you first came? 

Donna: I don't remember when we first came but I do remember taking a count 
when there was 120 here. So that was a nice amount because we'd have dances at 
the hall and all the kids would come and they'd sleep on the stage and everybody 
would bring cakes and dinner. There was lots of good times. 

James: It sounds like it, yeah. 

Ken: Food was always a big thing. That hall would be just filled with food. 

Donna: Yeah, everybody would bring something you know, and bird dance and 
crank up the tunes and ... 

Ken: And all the kids would be there. 

Donna: All the little kids were there. 

Ken: All the kids would be there, have a good time. 

Donna: Well because there were lots of little kids then. 

James: So what do you think why people left then? Work or ... 

Ken: Work might have been part of it. 

Donna: Probably. 

Ken: They were all renting of course. A few had bought their own piece of land 
and they stayed for awhile but they just seemed to drift back to the city. 
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Donna: A lot of times too it was highschool. You know the kids got a little older 

Ken: Well farther along the line. The kids had to go to highschool. 

Donna: So then they'd move rather than to bus them to McBride. That was a 
choice you had and then they'd move. 

James: So kids could be bussed? 

Donna: Yeah. 

James: To McBride? 

Donna: Yeah. 

James: Where did they pick the kids up at? 

Donna: At the Walker 48 road. 

James: I know that. 

Donna: That's where the bus comes to. 

James: So about 15 k down the road? 

Donna: Yeah, about that. It's a long bus drive though but for highschool, that's 
okay. 

Ken: That's how long it is because if they go on the bus, they have to get up at 
what? 

Donna: Well I think they've got to be there at the bus for like quarter to seven or 
something, so it's like leaving here about 6:30. And then they're not home until . 
4:30 so that's a long day. But when you're in highschool, it's not too bad. Our 
school here, it fluctuates. It will do Grade 8 and 9 as well if there's a need. 

James: Oh it will? 

Donna: Yeah, we've done that before which is great. The teacher will just take 
that on and do a correspondence course just with the basics and then fill in the 
rest. So that works because it saves for a family having to move if there's younger 
kids. It keeps those younger kids in the school. 
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James: So it's always been traditionally one to eight or one to nine? 

Donna: One to seven. Or K to 7. 

James: Now the years you've been here, is the population young, old, families 
or ... 

Ken: Young people. I mean, there was the young influx with families and 
everything, the back to the landers and they've just... after most of them left, there 
hasn't been ... there's been a few odd young people move in and then move out 
again. Not much ... it's dwindling. 

James: When did the back to lander movement start? 

Ken: Oh that would have been ... 

Donna: When we came in '73, it was already happening. It started about '71. 

Ken: Yeah, around '71. 

Donna: It seemed like people from Prince George, like Ken's buddy Ben, moved 
out here with a bunch of Prince George people and then a bunch from back east. 

Ken: From Montreal. 

Donna: From Montreal all came. 

Ken: Montreal, Toronto, some from the States. Just every .... What was the 
attraction? I don't know. I guess this is the land. 

Donna: Well and it was cheap to live out here. Our first house we paid $30 a 
month rent. 

Ken: Land was cheap to buy. 

James: Really? 

Donna: Yeah, we had [inaudible??], $30 a month rent and we rented for a few 
years there. 

James: I'd be embarrassed to tell you what I pay in Prince George. 

Donna: I know. That's probably why people .... And you could do your own thing 
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up here. 

Ken: It would certainly be nice if we'd attract a few families out here again 
somehow but is it jobs? Is that what it is? I guess people have to survive and I'm 
sure you can live to a certain extent off the land but then after that, you need a bit 
of cash money and where are you going to get that out here? There's just the 
highway and ... 

Donna: CN 

Ken: The Highways has been cut back. And the CN, CN's been cut back. 

Donna: Drastically. 

Ken: The logging now is centralized so that everyone sort of comes out from town 
and that sort of thing. 

James: What do you mean by centralized? In what sort of way? 

Ken: Well there used to be ... well I guess there still is a local ... I mean Jim 
Humphrey still works out of here, in Dome. But I don't know, they seemed to 
always come out to here to look for workers, if anyone was working in the area. 
Now if there's anyone working in the area logging around here, they don't come 
... they don't bother to come and ask anymore. They have their own crews and 
they come from town and they're just here one day, gone the next. 

James: Did they even bother staying or just commute back and forth? 

Donna: Commute. 

Ken: No. We don't benefit from any of the logging around here. 

James: So a little bit of the money doesn't stay in the community then? 

Ken: No. It's a shame. So there's maybe a few ... one person, I guess, who runs 
his business by fax. He's an accountant, so he can do that. But he has to travel 
back and forth to McBride. 

Donna: Yeah, Jim's is a big thing. 

Ken: Yeah, Jim still logs. And Steve Pleasant's Insurance thing out here. 

Donna: He goes to town like probably once or twice a week to ... 
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Ken: So you know, I mean you can live out here and with modem day 
communications and whatnot, it's possible. 

James: You might see more people out here eventually. 

Ken: I hope. 

Donna: I don't see why not. You know, your computer based businesses and stuff 
now. You could live anywhere and still get your income. 

Ken: I mean they've updated the road pretty good. It's pretty decent. I mean it 
used to be mud trail you could hardly get through here. 

James: The Highway? 

Ken: Yeah, the highway down to here. 

James: Oh you mean sort of the Dome Creek access road? 

Ken: Yeah. I mean it's still pretty rough in there but it's a lot better than it used to 
be. It would be a nice place to live, you know, if you get in a bit of income. 

Donna: I think too, like the stimulation. Like you have to kind of be your own 
motivator to live out in a place like this and if you have to go shopping every day 
or something, then it's not the place to be. So you have to like doing stuff like 
growing a garden and reading books, playing music, kind of entertain yourself a 
lot more than when you 're living in the city where you can just go out for dinner 
or go to a movie or whatever. Whereas out here, it's a long way to go for a playJn 
town and then drive all the way back home and stuff so you have to be more of 
your own kind of motivator out here. I think that has a lot to do with it too. 

Ken: I mean Du,zster still survives. 

Donna: It's doing really well. 

Ken: But it's closer to McBride, see so you get the stimulus in McBride . And it 
gives it kind of that extra edge. 

Donna: But they were right on the edge of being a dead town too and their school 
closing and then they got together and worked out some way to keep it all 
happening. 

Ken: 1 think they pushed pretty hard to make that survive out there. 
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Donna: Because now it's called the Dunster School of Fine Arts. 

James: Oh really? 

Donna: Yeah, it's not just a regular school. Everything they do is tied in with art, 
so we have to think of something like that for our school. 

James: How many kids go to this school now? 

Donna: Six. Well last year was 7 and next year enrolment is 6. It's really ... They 
said 9 they'd keep it open again for more years. 

Ken: When they say it's closing, it will be if they don't get any more kids. 

James: Is there like a length of time that they've given the community? 

Ken: Yeah, I think one more year and that's it. 

Donna: Yeah one more year. 

Ken: One more school year. 

James: I could make a joke here about, I guess, some people better hurry up 
and have more kids then, I guess. 

Donna: Yeah. But that's one of the little things I saw was there aren't any 
prospective siblings of the kids to ... otherwise they would ... it seems like the 
School Board wants to keep it open because ... 

Ken: No, they don't want to see it go. 

Donna: It is a unique place. There's not very many school s like it and they like 
Dome Creek. And one other thing too, like that school has never, in all the years 
it's been here, had any vandalism. So in a small place, they get found out right 
away. 

James: Yeah, I guess so. 

Donna: Yeah, so that's a good ... it's never been a problem to the school board 
and if the school closes, a few more families will move and there will be even less 
people here. 

James: How many people are in town now? 
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Donna: I'd say maybe ... 

Ken: 60 

Donna: Stretching it I would say 60. 

Ken: If that school shuts down, that's really going to be a blow, really going to be 
a blow that's going to change the place. I mean everything seems to function 
around the school. Parents take their kids ... I mean everything seems to run 
around it. 

James: So your son went there? 

Donna: Yeah, both our kids did. Right from kindergarten to grade 7. 

Ken: Right to Grade 7. 

James: Two boys, one boy and a girl or ... 

Ken: Boy and a girl. Yeah, they're both older now. Dion is just about 30. 

Donna: He just turned 30. And Mary is 28. She lives in Prince. 

Ken: Yeah, she does good. She works for Highways. 

James: Do they ever mention living out here? 

Donna: Oh yeah. 

Ken: Oh they loved it. They still ... 

Donna: Both aren't married though or settled or anything so maybe one day if they 
settle down, they might want to move back out here and raise kids or something. 
Right now they're doing their things. 

James: One thing you were saying, your son lives down on Slocan Creek 
there, you can tell him that you're in the same forest as he is. It's the same 
hemlock cedar down there. It stretches right down to the States. 

Ken: I guess it does, yeah. 

James: Yeah, it's the same. I tell my friend ... I've got some friends down in 
the Kootenays. It's pretty much the same ecosystem. 
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Ken: Same forest yeah. 

James: Right through to ... 

Ken: Yeah, BC is a nice place. 

James: It's amazing forest actually. 

Ken: Well that's what it is, for nothing better, forest. A lot of it forest, and 
everything else, the mountains ... 

Donna: And the animals. 

Ken: The alpine is actually, around here, is actually world class. It's unsurpassed. 

James: In what ways? 

Ken: It's just the beauty of it and the wildlife and the vegetation and the 
cleanliness. It's not developed. It's wild. It's untouched. You can go up the top of 
the mountain, you're not going to see anybody else up there. There's quite a few 
developed trails here and there. 

James: Even when I walked up the top of McBride peak there last week, I 
took my ... me and my wife went up there for a quick walk. She never 
submitted anywhere before. She really enjoyed it actually. Not to the lookout 
point but we went right up to the peak where the small antenna is so she 
could actually see, and she said it was both spooky and beautiful at the same 
time. She'd never been in alpine before. She loved it. 

Ken: You get used to it. 

James: I think the lack of trees and things like that, once you break out. 

Ken: On July ... well it's July now but it's a late year. A little later on, all the 
flowers, alpine flowers, it's just beautiful. 

Donna: Ken's been up quite a few of these mountains ... 

Ken: Lots of these mountains. 

Donna: ... him and his buddy. They would always go up Windy Mountain and 
then you guys went cross-country to try and get to the top of Dome, make your 
own trail, and then up Penny and all over. 
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James: Is the Windy fairly easy access to get up? 

Ken: Oh yeah, there's a developed trail. 

James: Where at ... 

Ken: Well the hiking club, the Caledonia Ramblers, they have a little booklet 
they put together. It has all the different trails. 

James: I've heard about the Caledonia Ramblers. Someone else has 
mentioned this to me. 

Ken: Yeah, and they go out and they clean the trails out. 

Donna: But it's an easy walk on the trail, isn't it? 

Ken: Yeah. 

Donna: I've never been but it's an easy walk to the lake in a day and then you can 
go further, right? 

Ken: Yeah. 

Donna: I just see the pictures that he brings back, which is great. 

Ken: If you wanted to reaIJy enjoy it, you'd want to stay overnight up by the lake. 
Then you go to the very top and then go back the next day. It's two days I guess. 

Donna: And plus you've been up Dome Mountain in the last... when did you go 
up there? About 6 years ago, 5 years ago. 

Ken; When me and Mike went up? Something like that. Yeah, that Dome 
Mountain is beautiful. Dome Mountain in the '30s, the dirty '30s, when there was 
no money and the government paid people to work at menial jobs, they had people 
build the trial up Dome Mountain for horses, for a forestry lookout. Have you 
heard about that before? 

James: Well I heard that they used to pay people to do anything just to keep 
them from moving around. 

Ken: It was a beautiful trail up there too. 

Donna: And it's still good. Like the pictures are just like ... you know, you can see 
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where the horses went up. 

Ken: Because it's old growth forest, you're right in it, so nothing really changes. 
So there you have this beautiful trail and it still looks the same. Three feet wide, 
switchbacking all the way up the mountain. 

Donna: But it's hard to cross the creek to get there. There's a few hard things ... 

Ken: It's fallen into disrepair in places and it's hard to get across the creek. 

Donna: There was a lookout up there and ... 

Ken: Oh yeah and there was ... 

Donna: The guy who lived in Dome ... old what's his name? Used to go up there 
... in the little blue house. Every summer that was his job. He'd run the lookout up 
there. This is like way back before we came. 

Ken: Well there was Grant Longiman next door there, he did it for awhile and 
then there was Bert Forestman who ... he used to enjoy his whiskey or moonshine 
or whatever, but he lived in this little shack there and I guess he burnt up one 
night. The stove went and the place burned up and that was the end of him. But he 
developed a lot of that trail and worked up there. This is years, years back. 
Probably would have burned up back in the '50s, '60s. '50s, early '60s. 

Donna: I think just before we came actually, so late '60s. 

Ken: No, that would have been Longiman up in the late '60s. 

James: So when you moved here, you were going back to the land and all the 
back to the landers were moving out? 

Ken: No, they were still here and never did ... I mean for a Jot of them, it didn't 
last. So we moved in here, in '73 I guess it was, there probably was a few already 
on their way out. 

Donna: Probably for about 8 years there was a lot of back to the landers and then 
after that it started to dwindle. 

Ken: It was great. I mean there was a lot of activity. There was dances at the hall 
all the time and lots going on. There was lots of work around here. 

James: What were people doing for work? 
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Ken: Well there was work on the CN for one thing. 

Donna: It used to be like 6 or 8 men working there, a crew. 

Ken: Where now there's only ... 

Donna: And then a lady that would cook. 

Ken: Two. 

Donna: There was a cook there. Dean was the cook and her husband was what 
was called the operator, and there was 3 or 4 operators because they worked 24 
hours. 

Ken: Everything's centralized now. 

Donna: They were all working shifts. 

Ken: And the Highways, there was 6 or 8 working up on the Highways. Now 
there's 3. 

James: Now you work in Highways, right? 

Ken: Yes. 

James: The two other people that work for the Highways, do they live in 
Dome Creek? 

Ken: Yes. 

James: So they have stayed? 

Ken: Yes. 

James: Now the people that work for the railway, how many people work 
there now? 

Donna: Two, and they were born and raised in ... 

Ken: They're an old family, the Blangy, they've been here for ... 

Donna: When you came from Hookers' house and then you saw that farmhouse 
sitting in the field all by itself kind of? A little red one. That's the Blangy 
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homestead, and she came here when she was probably a young girl of about 
maybe 19 or 20. And she's been here ever since and she's 83 now. And she had 5 
boys. 

James: What we do is sometimes we ... 

Donna: Oh you should. 

James: What's her first name? 

Donna: Eva. 

James: And the last name is? 

Ken:B-L-A-N-G-Y. 

Donna: and a neat thing to note about them is that this next year when we have 
our school, it will only be Blangy children. They're the only ones who have kids 
anymore. They're her grandchildren. She's been here forever. 

James: So the last 6 kids are ... 

Donna: Are going to be Blangy kids. 

Ken: Yeah, so that's ... so the time that the back to the landers left, and no one's 
really moved in since then. No more young people moved in. 

James: So you've seen a steady decline? 

Donna: Yes. But you know, Sue Ellen Millar just moved in. You know that 
really nice new log house on the hill there? Now he was raised here ... 

Ken: And he's moved back. He's always been back and forth but he's definitely 
here to stay. 

Donna: Yeah. And now he has a wife and stuff and she's from McBride and now 
they've built this house and they're just really happy to be living out here you 
know. 

Ken: And they're both young. 

Donna: They're both young. 
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Ken: You never know! 

Donna: That's what she keeps saying, no, not me. 

Ken: A lot of young people now don't have kids you know. 

James: The more I think about it, I haven't had any yet. I plan on it but 
when school is done. 

Donna: It's a major commitment. 

Ken: In those days you didn't plan on kids. Really! I mean no kidding. You just 
had kids. But I mean there was work everywhere. You didn't worry so much 
about security. And now you pretty well have to plan it out a little bit. 

Donna: Even for us though, when we came we rented. We rented for 3 years in 
this log house next door and then we moved across the river and we lived over 
there for 3 years. We did buy property but with other people, and then finally we 
moved back over to here and bought this piece of land. But it did take awhile to 
buy something. Even then it was hard to buy. 

James: How much land do you have here? 

Ken: 90 acres. The land in Dome Creek is ... there's only so much of it and there's 
only so much available. Like even now, that's been ... 

Donna: There's only a couple of places for sale. 

Ken: That's been a bit of part of the problem is that there hasn't been any 
reasonable available land. 

Donna: Or houses that are rentable. When we came like 20 years ago, there were a 
lot more old shacks that could be fixed up and kept going and people would move 
into them and pay a cheap rent and be fine, but after awhile you need to have 
something a little more secure, and then there was really nothing ever to buy. 

James: So do you think that combined with lack of work out here, that's kind 
of made people move away? 

Ken: Yup. There isn't the places to rent or to live in, and the work. 

Donna: We need a condominium in Dome Creek. A condo complex. 
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James: One of the things they ask is if you'd care to sketch a general layout 
of what the townsite looked like when you first came here. 

Donna: Of Dome Creek? 

James: Yeah. This is where I hand my pen over to you if you want to show 
your artist skills, if you want. 

Donna: Geez, it's hard to remember. 

Ken: Has it changed much? 

Donna: What exactly do you want then? 

James: Just the townsite. Say maybe the church, school, where the 
community hall was, and I guess the railway and the river. 

Ken: It's still the same. 

Donna: You know that big building that is grey, that's the church but the steeple 
fell off ... oh I don't know, about 15-20 years ago. 

Ken: It never was used since we've been here. When the mills moved out of here 
... you know, like there used to be quite a few thousand people that lived here 
between Bend and Kidd and Dome Creek. There used to be ... 

Donna: Supposedly 1000 here in Dome ... 

Ken: 1000 people up there ... 

Donna: 1500 across the river in Bend and now in Bend there's 1-2-4 people. 

James: So there's people in Bend now? 

Donna: Yup. 

James: Can you drive across the bridge in your car? 

Donna: No. 

James: You'd just walk across? 

Ken: Yeah, just walk across. 
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Donna: Or get someone's boat. 

Ken: Most of them just live across so they use their boats. 

James: Same idea as Penny then? 

Ken: Yeah a lot the same. Well the bridge is handy. 

James: Are there still people in Kidd now? 

Donna: A couple. 

James: So when you moved here the church wasn't active? Was there a pub 
or a ... 

Ken: No. And there wasn't a store. We got here after the store ... 

James: There was no store? 

Donna: No. The store was closed. 

Ken: There had been in the '60s. 

Donna: And there used to be a Dine and Dance they called it because we used to 
go and get lumber, salvage lumber down there and stuff. So there used to be like a 
store and restaurant and a couple of stores and stuff, but not when we came. There 
was the post office and the school and the hall. 

James: Now is there still a post office? 

Donna: Yeah. we still have our post office and we've had to fight for that too to 
keep it here. They want us to have mailboxes on the highway of all places. 

James: It's a Jong way to go for mail. 

Donna: Yeah. We've had a few meetings with the post office clerk. 

Ken: It's in somebody's house. I guess they ... it's not common but in small places 
they do have that. It's just a part of a person's house. They've got a little section 
sectioned off there and we go get our mail. We have our little boxes there. 

Donna: Three days a week. It's perfect. 
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James: You're not in a hurry yeah. I don't think the mail is much faster 
anyways. 

Donna: It works. 

James: You said there was a school. Was there a grave yard? 

Ken: No there's not but we've talked about it. 

James: So there's no ... for people who ... 

Ken: No. 

James: Where do they take their people? 

Donna: Either McBride or Prince George. But we just had a meeting last year to 
see if there was an interest and nobody really came so nobody was .... I'd love to 
see one. 

Ken: So all these years there's actually no one been buried in Dome Creek. 

Donna: Well Grant John always told me there were some people buried down by 
the bridge. 

Ken: Down by the bridge there but that's way back in the old days and we don't 
really know who that was. 

Donna: But there was a hospital ... 

Ken: There was a hospital there. 

Donna: At that CN bridge. 

James: Do you know when that was? No one's mentioned that yet. 

Ken: That's old. 

Donna: You know who would know, Lena might know more about the hospital 
but J don't know. 

James: I'm surprised the Hookers didn't bring it up. 

Donna: Well like the Hookers were raised on the other side of the river, right, and 

Interview #61 Ken and Donna Quinn July 5, 2000 19 



they were trained in the army over there too and so I would think that Glen would 
have known. 

Ken: I'm sure Glen would have known ... 

Donna: He just never thought of it. But yup, there used to be like a first aid 
hospital or something they called it and supposedly some people were buried 
there. 

Ken: You know it would have been in a very primitive sort of set-up I'm sure. 

James: But still an outpost of some sort, right. 

Ken: yeah. 

James: So when you wanted to get drugs either now or when you first came 
here, like groceries and things like that. .. 

Ken: Town. 

James: When you say town, McBride or Prince George? 

Ken: McBride or Prince George. 

James: Was there ever a preference for one place over the other, McBride or 
Prince George? 

Ken: Well for us it was always Prince George because I grew up in Prince so 
you'd see your friends, you knew the town. 

James: Oh you grew up in Prince? 

Ken: Yeah. 

James: Did you grow up in Prince as well? 

Donna: No. 

Ken : Vancouver. 

Donna: Vancouver, but I came to Prince George when I was 16 so it was like 
growing up there. The town was small then. 
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James: As far as ... was there ever a nurse or a doctor at all when you lived in 
the community? 

Donna: No. 

Ken: Just the health nurse for the school. 

Donna: She'd come out like once and do the shots for the kids. 

James: The public health nurse? 

Donna: Yeah. 

James: Still, nowadays? 

Donna: Yeah, she still comes. Does the kids, and if there's new babies, she'd go 
and see the mom and stuff like that but no, never a doctor or a nurse in Dome 
Creek. 

James: Is this the same one who does the whole Valemount ... 

Ken: I think that's it. 

Donna: Yeah, Mary Betkus. 

James: Yeah, she's all the way from Valemount up to here. 

Donna: She lives in Dunster. 

James: Some people have mentioned that. 

Donna: Yeah, she used to be the health nurse when my kids first started school 
and then she was it for quite a few years, and then she took time off and then she 
went bak to it. She's a pretty neat lady. 

James: There's the rain you're talking about? 

Donna: Yeah. 

Ken: Rain forest. 

James: Now when you came here was there electricity yet? 
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Ken: Oh no. Kerosene lamps and ... 

Donna: I think it was '86 when we got electricity in Dome. But right in there 
anyway. Myra got it. 

Ken: Yeah, we all lived for years without electricity. 

Donna: Kerosene lights and propane stove or the wood stove. 

James: No generator or a light house? 

Donna: Later we got a generator because of the wash machine. We needed to have 
that wash machine. 

James: Especially with kids too. Things like plumbing? 

Donna: A hand pump at the sink we used to have. 

James: Telephone? 

Donna: Oh no. 

Ken: Radio phone. 

James: So when did the telephone come? 

Donna: After the hydro. 

Ken: A couple of years after the hydro·. 

James: This always amazes me. When you think about it, it's not that long 
ago, and you look where you are, not too far from Prince George, not too far 
from McBride, you'd think .... I was really surprised when I did my first 
interview here and they said the timing of the electricity they weren't sure 
either but around the same time. But I was very surprised by that. But 
people seemed to make do. 

Ken: It wasn't that bad at all. If you didn't have it you didn't have it. 

James: You get used to it I guess. 

Ken; You get used to it and you work around it. 
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Donna: And you do your work in the day. 

Ken: You made your own entertainment. You didn't have a TV. 

Donna: I do remember that one time though, when we lived next door at the 
McDonald house there, there were 10 people in our living room all playing guitar 
at the same time and I think there was a flute and a mandolin, so like there was 
like 12 people. Everybody played an instrument because you made your own 
entertainment. 

Ken: It was great. 

Donna: All the kids would be around and stuff, it was great. 

James: So what else did you do for entertainment? 

Ken: Well we got together in the hall, had dances. 

Donna: And just the gardening and stuff, dinners. 

Ken: Because you don't have power and whatnot, there's a lot of extra work to do. 
So you did lots of gardening. 

Donna: But I do remember like every time it was like Thanksgiving or Easter or 
anything, it was always a big affair and it was always a big meal with lots of 
people. There was always like a big party because ... not like a party, party but it 
was always a big get-together because of the food and .... you'd raise your own 
turkey and then you'd butcher that at Thanksgiving and have everybody over 
because the turkeys were so huge, you couldn't eat it. 

Ken: And you butchered your own meat. 

Donna: Your own pigs. 

Ken: That takes time. You've got to grow it too. You've got to get feed 
somewhere, produce the feed. 

Donna: And we used to have turkey shoots all the time. Every year it was an 
annual thing. Everybody would come and we'd shoot at targets and then you'd 
win a turkey and a bottle of whiskey maybe, or a bottle of wine or something, and 
then you'd have everybody eat together. 

James: So now there's no more community get-togethers anymore or just the 
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odd one or ... 

Donna: Very rare. 

James: Have a dance or ... 

Donna: We haven't had a dance for ... 

Ken: Not for a long time. 

Donna: Not that we danced. 

James: But you'd still go and have fun. 

Donna: Yeah. 

James: Do people try at all? 

Ken: We haven't really ... it seems to me that there's a little bit of energy starting 
to come back. 

Donna: I think it is starting to come back. Like having that ... 

Ken: We're having that fun days and everyone seems to be really hepped up on 
that. 

James: This Saturday, right? 

Donna: We just spent the whole day down there. Somebody mowed the lawn and 
then we all washed the windows inside and out and cleaned the cupboards and got 
everything ready. And we're going to have hamburgers for sale and hot dogs and 
games for the kids and prizes. 

James: I'm going to try and get down actually. 

Donna: Yeah, if you can do it. 

James: Yeah, I think I'd like to. If I'm not doing interYiews, I'm going to 
come down for sure. 

Donna: Or interview at the same time. 

James: That might be a good idea. 
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Donna: And you would maybe catch a few other people that you wouldn't have. 

James: Maybe not interview on the spot. Get some more contacts, that's a 
good idea. So anything you needed basically you had to ... someone was sick 
you went out to town or ... 

Donna: Oh yeah, always to the ... 

Ken; Well of course, you weren't so dependent on the doctors. I mean we never 
were. We had all our own home remedies. We were pretty tough. I mean if we 
were sick, we didn't go to the doctor. You had to be hurt pretty bad before you'd 
go to the doctor. 

Donna: We had a good medical book. 

Ken: Everyone had a good medical book. Honie remedies and you'd go to the old
timers if you had problems. If you had problems with your animals or something 
like that, someone would know something. 

Donna: Especially if the animals .. . Lots of times they would have something 
happen and you wouldn't know so you'd go to somebody who ... to the old-timers. 
They'd always help you out. 

Ken: Well we did go out to ... take the kids to McBride a couple of times but not 
very ... I don't recall too many times. The kids just weren't sick. 

James: Did you have animals as well? 

Ken: Oh yeah. 

Donna: We had everything - cows and sheep and ... not now. 

Ken: All we've got is two little dogs and a horse. 

James: You've got a horse? 

Ken: Yeah, there's a horse up there. It was my daughter's horse. 

James: What stopped you from having animals? What changed? 

Donna : Kids grew up. 

Ken: Different priorities, you know. I've got an airplane now. So do I have time 
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for animals? 

James: Do you have a runway on your property? 

Ken: No, it's in Prince George. 

Donna: We'd like to put a runway in though. It will probably happen. 

James: Really? That would be great. I've always wanted to fly. 

Ken: Yeah it's great. 

James: Have you ever done any hang-gliding as well? 

Ken: No, that would be the ultimate I would say. 

James: I'd like to try it. There's a guy down in McBride who does it. 

Ken: I wonder if it's the same guy that ... 

James: I've got his name written down. Maybe I should give you a shout. .. 

Ken: Is it a guy about my age? 

James: I haven't met him but they said he was ... I don't know if he is your 
age. 

Ken: I met him years ago. I just forget what his name was. I kind of prefer 
something ... even though it's a motor I could ... I like that motor. 

James: So when you first moved here, where were most people working? 

Ken: When I first came, I worked for the Highways for a couple of years. 

Donna: Three years. 

Ken: And then I went to the bush. I was a faller for years and years. 

James: When you first came here, it wasn't specific for a job, you just moved 
here? 

Ken: Yeah, I just moved here and I knew I would survive somehow and like I say, 
I had a job in a week. There was just lots going on, the logging and everything. In 
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those days, like I say, the companies always went to the local people. I don't know 
why. It was just tradition, I guess, to do that. Now they don't seem to do that. 

James: This is Northwood and companies like that you mean? 

Ken: Yeah, I worked for NCP which Northwood took over from that. 

Donna: North Central Plywood, NCP. They were a real good outfit. 

Ken: I worked for Jim as a contractor and he worked for Northwood and I worked 
for him and then I worked for NCP and then Northwood ... yup, we did a lot of 
work. They always used to come and get me, pick me up in the helicopter, take 
me somewhere. 

Donna: Like we had those pictures, there was you and Richard and Dave Powell. 

Ken: Yeah, I was a contractor working for them. 

Donna: Everybody out here did logging and had a power saw and they'd come in 
with their helicopter. 

Ken: There was a lot of logging going on. There was more jobs. Now, what's 
happened? All the bunchers have taken everybody's job away so now what 
happens, everything is going auto. I mean sure it spins off but how long does it 
take today with a half a million dollar machine? How many days to pay for that 
machine? 

James: It spins off too. The idea I got off of spin offs is a lot lower paying _ 
wages than the spin offs in a lot of ways. 

Ken: You talk to those guys working up there now ... I was talking to Glen 
Talkland. I was concerned about some logging up there around Tarwin so I'm 
talking to these guys, they're just crying the blues. They're not making it. They're 
going broke. 

James: And I think also that there's a lot less problems when you've got 
these faller bunchers and that sort of equipment out there and looking at 
environmental degradation too. There's a lot more I think. Pack head falling 
seemed to be a little bit better for the environment. There's no doubt about 
it. 

Ken: There's no doubt about it. That's where a lot of jobs came from. And of 
course, it was kind of a virgin territory. When we moved in here, they were just 
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starting to log and they were heading right down the valley, cutting all the valleys 
out. Now all the valleys are gone so now the top stuff is left and ... 

[end of side one] 

Interesting going back through all this old stuff again. I haven't thought about it 
for awhile. 

James: It brings back good memories. 

Ken: Yeah, it really does. Actually, some of our friends call and ask how 
is it going? People that used to live out here. We still keep in touch with a few of 
them. 

Donna: Yeah, and whenever they come, they always come over. 

Ken: Yeah, but they moved to Powell River or Vancouver, who knows where, 
back east again. 

Donna: Lots of them went to the coast and lots to back east. A couple to the 
Bahamas and stuff. Everywhere. 

James: Now how many years did you fall for? 

Ken: Let's see, probably from about '75 to '85, no even after '85 I guess. 

Donna: Oh yeah, even after '85. Probably up to about 90. 

Ken: Yeah, close to 15 years I guess. 

Donna: Maybe getting close to '90, because you went to school for those couple 
of years and then ... 

Ken: Fell down there. 

Donna: We were falling down there too. We'd have no money and then he'd have 
to get a falling job so we could all live down there. 

Ken: In Vancouver. 

Donna: You know, the student loan doesn't go that far. 

James: That's when you moved to Castlegar. 
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Ken: Yeah, so I just worked down there. Well actually I would go over to 
Cranbrook, work ... do some logging over there, then come back, go to school for 

Donna: Take a week off of school to make some more money so we could stay. 

Ken: Yeah, I'd really get behind in all my assignments. 

James: And then you'd get back. 

Ken: Yeah. 

James: Now I know we discussed this but just to have it on tape, you went to 
school at the Castlegar ... 

Ken: Selkirk College 

James: And it was for ... 

Ken: For graphics and communications so it was basic computer work, graphic 
design, photography, all that sort of thing. 

James: Did work come out of that for you? 

Ken: Yeah, I worked in Prince George for a couple of years for a couple of 
magazines doing photography and designing pages and stuff like that. 

James: Now when you did that, did you live in Dome Creek and commute _ 
back and forth? 

Ken: No, I lived right down there in town, and I don't know.just that 9-5 steady, 
peace and everybody wanted the job done yesterday. Three years of that and I just 
... we moved back out here. 

Donna: A Jot of circumstances. We always kept this place and we'd come and stay 
here the summer. Like we moved down there and Ken and the kids all went to 
school, then we'd come back here for the summer, and then after that we moved 
into Prince George so that the kids could continue highschool and then Ken did 
the magazine thing. And then after that, the kids were kind of out of school and 
we moved back to Dome Creek in 1990. 

James: Did you know you had the job working for Highways then? 
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Ken: No. I think I must have done some bush jobs. 

Donna: I think so. And then you started working part time at the Highways. 

Ken: Yeah, and then a job came up at the Highways and then I started part time ... 

Donna: For about 5 years. 

Ken: And then I got on full-time. So when I came back out here I didn't have 
anything specific to work at other than I knew I could do bush work. 

James: Now when did you see the drop off in local ... Dome Creek sort of 
fallers are people that worked in the bush. What year was that around? 

Ken: It's just sort of been dropping off since the '90s I guess. Maybe even before 
that really. I mean I had to really start scrounging there even in the· '80s. I mean it 
was ... after '85, it was tapering off. There just didn't seem to be the jobs around 
anywhere. 

James: Do you think you know why? 

Ken: Mechanization was a big part of it. Most of the valleys had been gutted out 
so the big surge of workers or whatever was gone. Now, all the valleys are gone 
now. I mean the only thing we can really look at now that's left for a valley ... and 
you talk about the Goat River, just to get into that last little bit, they've got to do 
some pretty expensive road works. 

James: Are they going for it, do you know? 

Ken: I would imagine. There's not much in there I'm sure. Sounds like they are 
gong to go for it. 

Donna: But I do remember, Ken, when you decided that you were going to go 
back to school. It was because you said there was no more future left in the bush. 

Ken; Well as a faller ... 

Donna: But he could see it then, really. 

Ken: Yeah, I could see it. 

Donna: It was starting to happen then. I mean you had ... 
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Ken: It was costing them more to work and I was getting paid less. 

Donna: And you had to go farther. 

Ken: I had to go farther. It just didn't seem to be the way to go. 

Donna: So that's when he decided to go back to school. 

Ken: And talking with a guy who's ... sure they're young and they're working 
their butts off and they're getting a reasonable amount of money, but when you 
figure it out, it's the same old show. In a year you're not doing very good. You 
might do good in a few months or something like that but average it out through 
the year, it's not much. 

James: When you are working and when you're not? 

Ken: A lot of guys in the bush now are pretty young and they work hard for their 
money. It's always been that way. 

James: Did you get fair/good wages when you were ... 

Ken: It was better back then because al] the falling jobs weren't taken away from 
you by machine since you were still down on flats, and now all the flats are gone 
and you're up on the side hill. It's not as good as was, that's for sure. 

James: Oh this is something I don't know. Logging the flats are not usually 
hand logged or ... 

-
Ken: Well in those days, you know, you didn't really have bunchers the way you 
do now. Bunchers couldn't harvest the bigger trees and stuff like that. They had 
snippers that wrecked the butts of the trees so the fallers had to cut it. Now 
they've got good bunchers. It's just a lot less guys working in the bush. 

Donna: Plus all the valleys were easier to get at so of course all that got logged 
first, and now that that's all gone .. . 

Ken: Now what about a sawmill? If you go look in a sawmill now, it's very 
mechanized, less guys working. Those jobs are gone. 

James: It's interesting to see actually. I wonder where the jobs are going to 
come from. 

Ken: Well they say to utilize the wood more and do more with it, which I agree 
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with. It still seems too be you don't see enough very small cottage industries 
getting established for the amount of wood we have. 

James: I was talking to one family down there and their son, he's gotten into 
hardwood logging. I guess there's no quotas on it and he's b~en ... I'm not 
sure. 
Ken: Where? 

James: Just down in McBride, and he's doing poplar and birch and things 
like that and I guess he's shipping it all down to the States. He's doing fairly 
well. He's making a living so I kind of found that interesting. It's good to see 
the [inaudible??] 

Ken: That's interesting. I always like to hear something like that. 

James: Considering that birch was often just left behind. It's such a nice 
wood. 

Ken: It's such a shame, what I've seen in my lifetime, the slashing down of 
cottonwood and birch and poplar, just thousands of those. 

James: I worked for a couple of tree planting companies, I couldn't believe 
some of the big cottonwood I was walking under, just left behind. 

Donna: That's probably ... the waste that's left in the ... 

James: I was a bit disturbed by that. I'd never seen that. I thought why 
couldn't they use the cottonwood? There must be something. And you loo~at 
birch, I mean it's a beautiful wood. 

Donna: That's this table. 

James: I was wondering. And there's a small company in Prince George now, 
I think they're ... maybe it was Vancouver they're really focussing on using ... 
everything is birch. Really nice birch. I don't know if it was Prince George. I 
was just reading the newspaper real quick. 

Donna: Most of the birch furniture you see comes from back east though. 

James: Oh? Really? 

Ken: I don't know. I've always heard that wood back east ... the birch is more 
stable, but I don't know. Birch is birch. 
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James: I know this fellow here, it's from BC, the birch that he's using is from 
BC. But that was the big thing. I guess they're saying let's not just leave the 
birch behind in the bush anymore. 

Donna: I mean gee, when a tree stood there all those years and then to just 
disrespect it by cutting it down. 

Ken: We're still wasting to death I'd say. Around here there's incredible waste 
there still. 

James: You see somebody going up those logging roads, you can see it just 
left behind or burning. 

Ken: There it is. I mean all you have to do is drive up Ptarmigan Creek and drive 
off the highway on each side there and you'll see all kinds of stuff just lying, 
decks left there, everything. And this is happening now, nowadays. 

James: Which is surprising because now they're saying they're using so 
much of it but you go in the woods and ... 

Donna: It's hard to believe it, isn't it, because you see so much laying down. 

Ken: I mean it is getting better utilized but still not as well as it should be. 

James: Now did you live in camp or did you just commute back to forth to 
work as a logger? 

Ken: Yeah. I worked all over the place. 

Donna: Sometimes he'd live in camp and sometimes ... 

Ken: Sometimes I could work out of here. When I was a contractor for NCP there, 
I usually ... I could drive to work, usual1y. But sometimes I went up to Fort 
Nelson, way up the Bowron. 

James: Quite a ways then. 

Ken: Yeah. that's when it got to be just too much. Just didn't seem to be as good 
as it was. It didn't take very long to gut these valleys out. The Bowron went in 10 
years. 

James: And it's one of the biggest one ... or second biggest in the world. 
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Ken: Yeah, it's a big one. 

James: Ten years and it was gone? 

Ken: Ten years gone. 

Donna: Didn't they say there was a logging truck coming out of there very 3 
minutes. 

Ken: Something like that. 

Donna: There was a picture in the Prince George Citizen showing them all. You 
could just see ... like it must have been every 3 minutes, another logging truck 
came out of that road onto the highway. It went fast. 

Ken: We're our own worst enemy. When we sell wood ... pour it out that much 
and that cheap and what have we got left for our future? 

James: Especially now in the forest too. It takes a lot longer to ... I don't 
know if they knew forestry management. You almost want to think that they 
were blind to it because it takes so much longer to grow trees up here and it's 
a shorter growing season, colder water and colder climate. I don't know if 
they were thinking that. 

Donna: Now th_ere's so many bugs in it all too. 

Ken: I mean every little ecosystem is different. You have to treat it different. 
Yeah, it's a real learning process. I mean the Bowron was a big bug kill and all_ 
that but that's been all over the place, this bug kill and everything. 

James: What do you mean by bug kill? 

Ken: Well around here for instance, like right now there's kind of a big push on 
getting rid of this wood that's been bug kill. The hemlock blooper went in and dug 
itself into the bark of a lot of trees, killed pretty good areas. They're logging it out. 
But they seem to be in great haste to get that wood out of there. When a lot of 
those old cedars, we could call them great ghosts - they're there for years once 
they're dead. What's the great hurry. 

Donna: And places where they've left all these dead cedars and hemlock and stuff, 
the trees surrounding ... the trees that are in between them, are growing better 
because now there's more light coming in. 
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James: Just natural ... 

Donna: Natural progression . . 

Ken: You have to balance things because you can't ... there's always the big thing 
of jobs versus the environment. We've always said out here, and we've been 
pretty strong about our concerns about the forests here, but our concern has 
always been ... what we've always said is it's how you log it. We've never been 
against logging. It's a good living. I did it myself. I enjoyed it. It was a good living 
but ... 

James: Striking a balance is another. 

Ken: Well it should look like a park out here and why shouldn't it? It doesn't cost 
hardly any more money to do it properly, to leave all streams intact, so why 
scourge everything. They're still doing it. 

James: Probably have more jobs too. 

Ken: I would say in the long run it would be better ... I mean you have to look at 
the whole kettle of fish now, you know, the tourism industry. I mean if you're 
going to leave everything look ugly, what good is that going to do? Leave it 
looking really nice and then everybody's happy, all around, the whole scale. 

Donna: And the animals too. 

Ken: We all know it can be done. We all know you can leave it looking like a 
park. Why leave snags all over the place and wood lying all over? 

James: Because people aren't fooled by this little border beside the highway 
anymore. Most people know about it now and they can see ... 

Donna: Beyond it. 

Ken: They're getting educated. They're starting to know. So that's all they should 
be doing. Sure you can still log in perfect perpetuity, perpetual. It should always 
go. There should be enough growing back up to replenish it. 

James: I should give you the number of my friend who's working for the 
Interior Rainforest. I don't know as much about forestry as he does and 
obviously nowhere near as much as you. He works pretty hard down 
in this area. I will give you his number. 
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Donna: It would be a nice contact. 

James: I'll give you his number before I leave here. 

Ken: That would be great. 

James: At the time you were a faller, did you feel secure in your job? There 
was always a lot of work? 

Ken: There was until ... 

Donna: Until the late '80s and then it was so far to go for work. 

Ken: That's what it seemed. There wasn't much going on around here so I had to 
go, and I wanted to stay around here. I would have had to go all over the place. As 
far as faller goes, it's a young man's game too. I see old guys doing it. I didn't 
want to do it all my life. I think I was about 47 when I shut it down. It was fun. 

Donna: But you did work with a couple of guys who were like 60 and 70. 

Ken: Oh yeah, they were as tough as nails and they were the best. 

James: Some people can work at that sort of thing a lot longer than others. 

Ken: Yeah. It was a great job. I really enjoyed it. I hated to see the bunchers and 
all that. 

James: I think a lot of people did. Now you worked ... Did you work in Do111e 
Creek? 

Donna: Yup, I've worked in Dome Creek lots. 

James: What were your ... 

Donna: I was the ... with the help of the teacher who was here, I was the first one 
who got a kindergarten in Dome Creek school, and that would have been when 
my kids were ready to go to kindergarten so in probably '76 or something, '77. I 
started at the school there, and so I sort of took over the kindergarten even though 
I wasn't trained as a teacher. With the help of the teacher who was there, I did ... 
and the kindergarten kids were my two kids and my niece ... or my nephew, and 
then a couple of kids. So there was about 4-5 kids ready for kindergarten. So I 
think I worked there for about, I don't know, about 3 or 4 years then. 
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James: And they still have the kindergarten? 

Donna: Yeah, and I still kind of run it. So then I did that for about 4 years and 
then I decided I needed a change because I was getting kind of ... being with my 
own kids at the school all the time, I thought it would be good to let them be in 
school by themselves without me for awhile. So then I did homemaker service, 
like for Jim Humphrey's Dad and Morn, the old-timers here, and a couple of 
other old-timers. I would go and clean their house and whatever they wanted, 
work in their garden, whatever. It was a service. And they still have it in McBride 
but they needed to have someone here in Dome and one day somebody came and 
asked me and I said "well sure". So I'd go and clean house and .... And I probably 
did that for about 3 or 4 days a week. And I did that for maybe a couple of years. 
And then I took a couple of years off and then we moved. When we were in 
Castlegar I didn't work at all. 

Ken: We were there for two years in Castlegar. 

Donna: And came back to Prince George and substitute taught in Prince George 
and worked at the airport bartending, and back to Dome Creek. And Bev was 
working at the school then so I had to wait my tum until she decided not to work 
then, and then got back in there and I've been there for 5 years now. 

James: And you're the teacher's assistant and ... 

Donna: And the secretary and the teacher on call when needed. I've put on lots of 
different hats for whatever the occasion might be. 

Ken: You've done a lot at that school though. 

Donna: Yeah, I've worked at that school a lot. 

James: So I guess it's important to you. 

Donna: Really important. 

James: Even now your kids aren't there anymore ,you want to see that it 
stays? 

Donna: Oh yeah, because it's just such a good education for the kids because it's 
so small. I mean if somebody is having a hard time in a certain area, you know it 
right away. In schools now, when there's 30 kids in a room, it's hard for a teacher 
to pick out who's doing what and ... 
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James: Lots of kids fall through the cracks. 

Donna: Whereas this is so unique. It's like a big family. They get all their morals 
there too. Like I said about no vandalism. And the nice thing too is that there's 
older kids and little kids and that's a real attribute because the older kids really 
tolerate the little kids, and they seem to grow up being those kind of people all 
along. They always like little kids because they've had to deal with them all alone, 
so that's good. 

James: So you don't think the rural education is ... 

Donna: Lacking? 

James: Yeah. 

Donna: Oh no. I think it's really rich. Very rich. We do things like go for walks in 
the bush and talk about trees, and we go cross-country skiing in the winter time all 
the time for PE. We've got lots of skis. 

Ken: They have four computers in the school so it's really well rounded. 

Donna: We"ve got lots of computers. 

James: So you've got everything? 

Ken: Everything. 

James: You think about the kids in the city that might not get out as much_ 
probably into the bush and things like that. 

Donna: The only thing that they lack is the social contact with a big group of kids 
and we take them on field trips. Like we take them into McBride and they join in 
there and stuff like that, or ice skating in Prince George at the rinks and then they 
get to be ... we'll book it with another school so there will be lots of other kids 
there that they get to .... And they all have a horse or a 4 wheeler or something. 
It's great. 

James: Certainly the Westerlund's daughter, she didn't lack at all. I think 
her essay won an award. I guess she went down to Vancouver there. I guess 
the essay she wrote was talking about living in Dome Cree~ and going to 
school in McBride and she won a big award for it and they got to go down to 
Vancouver. So obviously the education isn't a ... 
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Donna: No, it's not like you're losing out at all. 

James: Now you're getting a new teacher this year? 

Donna: Yeah. A new old one. She used to teach here before and she's a Hooker. 
Her last name is Hooker. And she moved into McBride. I think her and her 
husband split up and she moved into McBride and her kids have gone to school 
there. Her youngest one is just graduated this year. And so the job opened up and 
she bid on it and now she's coming back to teach in Dome Creek. 

James: Is she going to commute do you think? 

Donna: No, she'll stay at the teacherage. There's a little teacherage there. 

James: It's a place for the teachers to stay? 

Donna: Yeah. 

Ken: I guess she could commute though if she wanted to. 

Donna: She could even ride on the school bus if she wanted not to drive. That 
would be .... 

James: It's nice here. Pd want to live up here. 

Donna: She's looking forward to coming back and being with the kids. Nice lady. 

James: Now the other teacher, did she retire? 

Ken: No, she's just taking a ... what do you call it? 

James: Sabbatical? 

Donna: Like a leave. A year's leave. 

James: Teachers can ... 

Ken: Do that, yeah. Save up their money. 

Donna: Yeah for two years ... a deferred salary. 

Ken: Deferred salary, that's it. 

Interview #61 Ken and Donna Quinn July 5, 2000 39 



James: It's five years and ... 

Donna: Two years of deferred salary and then the next year off. 

James: So every ... shouldn't tell a guy like me that. 

Donna: You can do it every three years. You can only do it so often. 

Ken: [inaudible??] into a good teacher. 

Donna: And she was here for 5 years and is from Penny. Lives in Penny kind of, 
but only in the last few years she's lived in Penny. Before that she came from 
Hixon which is a pretty rural school too. 

James: Was she concerned about losing her job, do you know? 

Donna: No, I don't think so. She's been a teacher forever so she's getting to that 
point where she probably even might consider retiring. 

James: I guess if she wanted to come back she probably could come back 
anyway. I don't think with the way the Board of Education ... I don't think 
you'd lose your job altogether. I wouldn't think. 

Donna: If this school closed ... no, they would have to offer her a position 
somewhere else and then it would be up to her to take it. I'm pretty sure that's 
what she would say. They do have to offer her something if they close the school 
so she's not worried about it. I think she's probably ready to maybe take a break 
from teaching too. She's been doing it a long time, 20 years or something like _ 
that. 

James: That's a long time. 

Donna: And also the lady who cleans the school, she's been cleaning our school 
for 30 years. Same lady. 

James: Now does she Jive in Dome Creek as well? 

Donna: Yup, right close to the ... two doors down from the community hall. And 
she was born here too. Lena Schultz. 

James: Lena Schultz? I'll write that down too. 

Donna: Yeah, she's an interesting lady. 
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Ken: Well yeah, her Dad was certainly ... he built the nice frum there where the 
log house is. That was his homestead there. 

Donna: He homesteaded that. 

James: The one just ... next one ... 

Donna: Right. 

James: Yeah, I like that. They look like they have some sort of greenhouse 
too. There's something with a wack of windows in it. It's a very short 
structure off the ground. Maybe it's just a small garden or something like 
that. It's wood and has a bunch of what looks like skylights. 

Donna: Well you see, we look at everything so often we don't notice anything 
anymore. 

James: What were some of the most pleasant aspects of living in Dome 
Creek? 

Ken: Well for me it was the ... work came easy for me out here. I always did enjoy 
working in the bush. I really enjoyed that, as a faller. It came easy for me. The 
money was not ... wasn't that great but it was ... 

Donna: No, we were never rich. 

Ken: No. Made a living and we've always liked to grow a garden so ... 

Donna: Yeah, we've grown a garden every since we lived here. 

Ken: Every year. 

Donna: Almost everyone grows a garden. It's a big thing. We all talk gardening. 

Ken: Yeah, we all talk gardening. 

James: So everyone I've interviewed here has a good garden. 

Donna: Yeah. 

Ken: The freedom from regulation. I mean it's pretty open out here, isn't it? I 
mean yeah, we've built our house to the code and everything and we did pay the ... 
it's our place. They don't really worry about it too much or anything like that. If 
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you put an outhouse up, I mean you're right in the midd.1e of 90 acres, who cares? 
It's sure nice to see a moose go through the yard. 

Donna: Yeah, or a deer eating right ... like when you're having breakfast, they're 
in the front yard. And it's nice ... like the Westerlund's too are really into animals. 
Like we're all into animals and so ... 

Ken: This lynx, that was right in the yard here. 

James: You took that? 

Ken: Yeah, just right in the yard. 

James: That's awesome. Look at that shot. He's showing me a picture of a 
lynx right now that he took. 

Donna: It's out in a Dome Creek calendar. We made a Dome Creek calendar. 

James: You have a Dome Creek calendar? 

Donna: Not this year. A few years ago we did. 

Ken: Yeah, we had it in there. Got a picture of him. 

Donna: But the lynx stayed here for ... actually the very first sighting of it was at 
the school and it was at the edge of the school yard and the kids were ... "ah" and 
then it kind of got freaked out and it went to the Howe's, the house next door, and 
they have a dog and then for some reason it came up here. We didn't have a dog at 
the time. It came and it stayed for ... oh how long Ken? A month? 

Ken: No, it wasn't a month but it was quite awhile. 

Donna: Three weeks? And it would hunt mice and stuff in the hedge and we'd just 
kind of watch it and oh it was really neat. 

James: Oh I can imagine. Now were there any negative aspects of living in 
the area? 

Ken: We lived without power. It didn't seem to bother us. Being far away from 
the doctor never seemed to bother us. 

James: It sounds like everyone made do. 
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Ken: We always seemed to make do. All our neighbours were ... like they're all 
different and everyone's got a different opinion but all in all, they've been really 
decent people. Out of everything you probably remember the people the most, all 
your friends over the years. They've been good. 

Donna: And it's a good place to raise kids. That's one of the good things. Being a 
young mom coming here, you didn't have to worry about traffic or you know, the 
kids could go and play in the mud and you wouldn't worry about them. They grew 
up outside all the time playing. In a city it's harder to do and I know that was a big 
concern for me when we moved out here was that it was so quiet that the kids 
could ... and there were other kids to play with. 

James: It sounds good. 

Donna: Yeah, it's good for kids. 

James: You don't have to worry about all [inaudible??] that aren't part of 
the greatest thing to come with the city as well either. 

Donna: Yeah, really. You wouldn't worry about them being molested or someone 
stealing them or something. A lot of that stuff just isn't there. 

Ken: I mean the only negative thing, I guess, would be the lack of jobs. I don't 
think really that that's necessary. I think there should be lots of jobs. We're living 
right in a resource rich place but with the way things are, with the way industry is, 
the way it's set up, the size of it, it just doesn't seem to be conducive to many 
jobs. Now there's a few outfits and certainly not in our town. They come from 
another town. 

James: That must be hard to see, that they're coming here and ... like you 
said, they're not spending the money in the town. 

Ken: Well they're basically coming here and making money and leaving. Sure 
they're doing it legally what they're supposed to do but we're the ones who care 
for the land and really we 're the ones who should be ... by profiting, I say earning a 
decent living. We're the ones who should make the decent living out here and 
there should be enough of a decent living to encourage a few people to move into 
this place and keep it alive. But the only way that's going to be is if it would be 
small business. There's just not enough of it. 

James: I hope there's a return to it. 

Ken: I hope so. 
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James: Do you see a future for Dome Creek then at all? Do you see any sort 
of resurgence? 

Ken: It's possible with the right minds and putting things together the proper way, 
you know, like this value added that we're talking about. It is, like it says, wood 
country. If we could look into value added small business setups, maybe possibly. 
There's the tourism angle. It's a beautiful country. 

Donna: And if we don't lose our services here in Dome Creek. There could be 
more come if Dome Creek ... when we first moved here, another thing that was 
really an advantage was the train. There was like the passenger ... there was 
always, like it was a really ... every day, that the passenger went so if you needed 
to go ... and then there was the weigh freight, so we could take either the passenger 
or the weigh freight to go into town because the weigh freight always had a car on 
it for passengers, and you could go into McBride or Prince George on the train. 

James: And now not at all? 

Donna: The passenger does go but ... 

Ken: Weigh freight is gone. 

Donna: And the train, like it's pretty expensive too. Like for a family of four to go 
in it would be like over $100 bucks one way. 

James: To Prince George? 

Donna: Yeah. 

James: And that would buy new clothes and gas, not even close. 

Donna: Yeah, and things like that probably killed little communities too, you 
know, that the services aren't there. Like the train used to be there and it would 
haul out all your goods. Like if you needed a barrel of gas and if you didn't have a 
vehicle, you could have it shipped out and stuff like that. Or have things shipped 
back. 

James: When you were here in Dome Creek, did you see any differences ... I 
guess race or visible minorities in Dome Creek at alJ, that sort of thing? 

Ken: I guess we never did really ... other than friends of friends passing through 
Dome Creek. No we never did have any visible minority staying here. 
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Donna: Oh there's been the odd native peopJe but. .. 

Ken: The odd native person. You know growing up in Prince George, we never 
considered them a visible minority but I guess they are. 

James: It's a weird thing concerning they were first here. 

Ken: Yeah, that's right. 

James: A bit of an oxymoron. 

Ken: Yeah it is. 

James: It's kind of a weird question to ask when you really look at it. This 
visible minority that belongs. 

Ken: Yeah. No Dome Creek has pretty welJ been anglicized. 

James: Were there many other women who worked outside the home over 
the years? 

Donna: I don't think so. WeIJ Dean was a cook for the CN. There was Eva 
Ault?? ran the post office. There was a few but I'd say a Jot of the ... 

Ken: A Jot of the girls were home bodies. Their husbands worked, they stayed 
home, raised the kids. 

James: There's a lot of work to do out here too. 

Ken: Lots of work for women. 

Donna: WeJI you'd have to bake bread and if you've got kids, like you wouldn't 
be baking like one loaf. You'd have to make like 6 loaves, and that's every few 
days you know, because kids eat lots of bread. 

Ken: A woman with kids out here is ... 

Donna: Cook it in the wood stove, split the kindling. 

James: Gardens and ... 

Donna: Yeah, and canning. Like there were no freezers so we used to even can 
our meat, like pork chops in the jar and chicken and everything. It's all summer 
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long you were canning. It was good food. No fridge. But after awhi]e we did get a 
propane fridge because we had a milk cow, so then you'd have Jots of milk and 
you'd sell milk, stuff Jike that. Well not sell milk, trade milk to the neighbours 
and stuff for eggs or whatever. So everything was here, Jike you'd stock up and ... 
wouldn't go to town very often. 

James: You didn't have to I guess. 

Donna: Well you'd just go and get a bunch of stuff and then you'd be good for 
awhile. Like making bread and jam and canning. You were busy. 

Ken: But now I'd say most people out here are pretty tied to town. 

Donna: Oh yeah, we are. Every week. 

Ken: Definite]y. 

Donna: Every week you ran in for something, quart of miJk or ... 

Ken: Yeah, tied to town. 

James: Now was there ever a woman's group I guess, or a woman's support 
group in the town, or a place where women could ... 

Donna: We'd quilt a litt]e bit but that would be about it I think. 

Ken: I guess you'd call that ... 

Donna: Oh yeah, we11 you'd sit around and talk about things. We'd do a 
community quilt usua11y, I don't know, every once in awhile. Not very often, but 
other than that, no, there was no women's ... 

Ken: There's never the usual city clubs in a place like this. There's just no time. 
We're too busy working. 

Donna: And truly, there was never any ... in all the years I've been here, I've never 
heard of any women getting beaten up by their husbands or anything like that so 
it's pretty clean living. 

Ken: Hardly any crime, you know. Like the odd little kid thing. It's been amazing. 
It's been good. 

James: Like you said, it's a small town. You'd find out who it is. 
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Ken: Oh that's right. You can't get away with anything. 

James: Exactly. How about men? 

Donna: Men's support groups? No, probably just sit around, get a bottle and have 
a good visit. 

James: So as far as racial or ethnic tension, or just community tension 
because I guess that doesn't really apply since it was a white Anglo-Saxon, 
but was there ever any sort of tension in the town at all? 

Ken: No, there was never any. That little bit we mentioned about the back to the 
landers and the old-timers but there was never ... because Dome Creek's always 
been so tight eh, because of the geographical layout of it. It's not spread all over 
the place. It's tight. It's away from everything. 

Donna: It's away from any other place. 

Ken: Everyone is very independent but yet like I say, if something happens, 
they're all together. 

James: Is it still that way? 

Ken: It's still that way. 

James: That's good. 

Ken: Very definitely. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

Donna: There's some really neat people here actually. You know I'm thinking 
about the old Howe's. They came up from the States and ran the store. 

James: Are they still here? 

Donna: Yeah, right next door. The place before ours. 

James: What is their ... 

Donna: Howe. 

James: And the first name? 
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Donna: It would be Allen and Rusty Howe. Like he's probably 80. I think he's 
the same age as Eva now. And they moved here, I think it was in '67 they said, or 
'65, and the store was still going then. They took over the store. They're people 
that are very interesting. 

Ken: Allen has been very active in the community over the years. 

Donna: Rusty too. 

Ken: Really neat people. 

James: Is there anybody else you think we should maybe interview here? 

Ken: Well definitely them, Allen and Rusty. 

Donna: Have you been down the 48 Road at all. 

Ken: You have Eva's name. 

James: Yeah. 

Donna: Eva for sure, the Blange's you know. 

Ken: her voice is a little bit cracked. It might be hard but her memory is amazing. 

James: So maybe we should interview her? 

Donna: Oh she's really sharp. 

Ken: I mean if there's any particular points going way back when, she's pretty 
good that way. 

Donna: And if we forget anything, we ask her and she remembers. Because I 
couldn't remember the first year we moved here, what year it was and I asked her 
and she said, "oh yeah, it was July '73". When I went through all the pictures, yes 
it was. 

James: While you're on tape here, you're going in the archives, is there 
anything else you'd like to say? 

Ken: I'll probably think of something here. 

Donna: I hope Dcime Creek can still hang in there, not just become a ghost town 
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like a lot of places. You know, like Upper Fraser, they just lost their school and 
everyone has to move to town. 

James: Places like Longworth and Sinclair Mills, the list goes on. 

Ken: It's a shame, you know. We had everything here. We have electricity, we 
have telephone, we have good water ... 

Donna: Internet, everything. 

Ken: The internet, it's all here you know but it's a shame that we can't get 
together and attract more people, especia11y young people, who could maybe 
experience life the way we did. And now it would be even better with the 
conveniences of power and phone eh. The potential there is amazing. 

James: And certainly the highway to commute to either Prince George or 
McBride if you want to. 

Ken: Yeah. It would be a shame to lose that school, that's for sure. 

Donna: And another neat thing too is when you live here you get to know ... like 
say the people in Longworth or the people inPenny and stuff like that, without 
even knowing them you hear about them and then when you do meet them, you 
feel like you know them. 

James: This is why I'm really surprised. People in McBride know people in 
Sinclair Mills and people in Sinclair Mills know people in Dunster. You 
mention one name, "oh I know them. I've known them for years". You dol_!'t 
get that in many other places. It's not that far apart, we're talking 100 kin 
some spots, or 200 k in some spots, they know each other. I'm amazed by 
that. 

Donna: It's the railroad that they know. 

James: I think that's it. And certainly the mills too, all the small mills, 
everyone working for them. 

Ken: Yeah, when you talk about Dome Creek, you do almost have to talk about 
the whole valley really. That is neat! 

James: I look at this from me going back and forth, this is kind of the 
halfway point to Dunster or McBride, it's between here and PG it's about 
halfway. A little bit farther to the east but not .... 
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... 

Donna: Yeah. 

James: Well is there anything you'd like to ask me, that I hope I can answer? 
I say that almost every time. 

Donna: What do you mean, this is going in the archives? How will it be in the 
archives? Will it be a book? 

Ken: In what form? 

James: I think there might be quite a few things that will come out of it. For 
me, I should probably turn off the tape here .... I will at sometime do my 
Master's, maybe a part time thing or a full time, I haven't decided yet. But 
for me I'd like to study the farming of the communities, pretty much from 
Dome Creek down to say Dunster or Tete Jeune or maybe right down to 
Valemount. I find it fascinating, the people that carved out a living in this 
sort of environment. That's amazing. 

Donna: We could use a little publicity, good publicity. 

James: Exactly yeah, but I think it's going to go from anything from 
historical research on the area, because there's so much to offer when you 
look at the area of settlement, even before the railway came out, the few 
places, and the development of the railway, and the CN was really big and 
then the mills that came through and falling. I guess from an economical ... 
from an economy point of view, it drove a lot of the economy of this area. I 
think from that point of view ... human geography aspect, they'll look at it 
from many different reasons. Rural living, I think that sort of idea. Also _ 
what has happened to the towns, also social issues, say ... 

[ end of side two] 

[ end of interview] 

Ken: 
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