
Interviewer: 5~"",g_,._ 6G .,..i.e.,, 
Interviewee: /Jl "'1 y._ i, ...,.."'""'·~ 

Task 

Consent Form 

Thank-you Letter 

Interview Summary 

Interview Tapes Copied 

Transcript 

Proofed Transcript 

Maps 

Pictures 

Interview Check List 

Date Requested Date Received 

/ 

v 11/d /i,; -,~,,, 'ht, . 
(I (/ / 



UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

May Romanin and Kate Anderson 
1250 Burden Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M 214 October 16111

, 2002 

Subject: Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project Transcripts 

Dear May and Kate: 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of a transcript from your interview with the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. We apologize for the delay in getting this copy to you. There was a lack of 
funding that caused delays in the progress of this project. We appreciate your patience and we thank 
you again for your interest in this project. We have very much enjoyed meeting so many people with 
ties to communities along the upper Fraser River. It has been very interesting learning from the stories 
people have told us. We hope to stay working on the history of these communities for many years to 
come. At this time, we would like to request you to review this transcript and send us any changes that 
are required. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at: (250) 960-5320 or by 
e-mail: halseth@unbc.ca. 

Greg Halseth, ssociate Professor 
Geography Program 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Upper Fraser Historical Geography Website: http://web.unbc.ca/upperfraser 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 
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affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 
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My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images ( e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is~~:!oa..!~---===--,:,.~--r.:.... (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Interview #57 Kate Anderson and ~ manin May 2, 2000 

Sandra: My name is Sandra Baxter as you know, and we're in the home of 
Mae Romanin and we're discussing Giscome again. Now, Mae is drawing a 
map of Giscome. 

Mae: This is the highway. 

Sandra: One gal I interviewed drew Sinclair Mills and I think she used 3 
sheets. I thought it was the late '20s or early '30s that you moved to Giscome. 

Kate: '38 I went there. 

Sandra: '38? Maybe it was your husband you mentioned, was it during the 
depression? 

K:Yeah, he was there in the '20s. 

Sandra: I found that so fascinating the information that you gave us about 
his contracts, making the ties for the railway at 5 cents. You wonder how he 
could have made enough money to pay people at 5 cents a tie. 

K: You didn't hire anybody. They did it themselves. The only thing they did was 
to hire somebody to haul it to the railroad track. 

Sandra: They would load it all and ... 

K: He did. 

Sandra: So did they have to treat those railway ties as well? 

K:No. 

Sandra: They were all just cut? 

K: They were just cut. 

Sandra: To the dimensions and specifications. 

K: They were all done with one of those tie axes. 

Sandra: Oh, so there was a special ax? 
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K: Yeah. 

Sandra: Oh, a broad ax? 

K: Yeah, for the track, [inaudible??] people's [inaudibel??] across. You'll need 
another sheet of paper. 

Sandra: You know, we drove out to Giscome a few weeks ago. There's 
nothing there, compared to the photographs that you showed me. 

M: It's so sad. 

Sandra: I was stunned. 

K: That would have been nicer than Willow River. 

Sandra: It's prettier. It's a prettier setting. 

K: Well Willow wouldn't be bad if they cleaned up now. You know, there's all 
grass and brushes, cars and ... 

Sandra: It is pretty run down right now, isn't it? 

K: Yeah. 

Sandra: But it's almost too far from town for people to ... unless you're used 
to it. 

K: Oh you get used to it. Only about 45 minutes. 

M: A lot of people worked at Giscome and still commuted back and forth to 
Prince George to work. 

Sandra: Really? 

M: yes. 

Sandra: Like daily? 

M: Yeah, they did. 

K: The managers usually drove into town. 
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M: They lived in Prince George. 

Sandra: Oh is that right? Like the mill managers? 

[affirmative responses] 

Sandra: So what have you got there? 

M: Well I've got the hall, ball field ... 

Sandra: Is that's the road when you come into town here? 

M: Well you used to be able to go this way. This is the road to Upper Fraser. And 
you would come in this way or else you could .... This road came down here like 
this and it hooked up over here and went this way too, across the tracks to the 
mill, across the bridge and up. This was called the Top Street, remember? 

Sandra: What is this? 

M: That's the ice rink and that's the ball field, and this was our house. We had a 
great big huge spruce tree here. 

K: Where's the creek? 

M: Creek's right there. 

Sandra: So you were right next to the creek? 

M:Yes. 

K: The creek came over to [inaudible??] stores. It came this way between the mill. 

M: It had to cross there because that's the bridge. 

K: You have to get these other houses in here. 

M: There's lots of them. 

Sandra: There were a lot of people that lived there then. 

K: Truro's and Jim [inaudible??] was here. 

M: No, Jim [inaudible??] was up here. 
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Sandra: What's that? 

M: The ice rink. This was Jeff [inaudible??], and then there was [inaudible??], 
and then there was Sam Wry and Swatskey's and then McBride's. 

K: There was a beach right here. 

Sandra: That's the creek. And the river was ... 

M: No river. 

K: There's a road here. 

M: It was just a creek. 

Sandra: There's no river? And that's Eagle Lake? 

M: yes. 

Sandra: What a pretty lake. 

M: It is. Actually, it's called Eaglet then. Eaglet Lake and Eaglet Creek. 

K: And there's houses here, quite a few houses .... because they moved. People 
moved, you wouldn't be able to tell which is which. Let's see, how many houses 
would there have been? 

M: 1-2-3-4 ... 

K: Ours, Dan's, Madduc's, Keith [inaudible??], Sawyers. There's other people, 
there would be the Anderson's. 

M: Anderson's and Tommans, and Norvicks. And this is Mercer. There's 9 
there. And then Kathy and Archie were [inaudible??] too. 

Sandra: Kathy and Archie are my friends' parents. So she's in ... they just 
got back from Palm Springs. 

M: Arch and Kathy? 

Sandra: Yeah. 

M: How's Kathy feeling now? Somebody was asking about her arthritis. 
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Sandra: I don't know. 

K: Pam lives in town now. 

M: So I hear. 

K: I used to babysit her. 

Sandra: She said she lived there only 'til she was 2 or 3. 

K: Yeah, she was very small. They moved to Smithers wasn't it? 

Sandra: Burns Lake. 

K: Burns Lake, and then they moved back. 

Sandra: She lives out on the North Neckako road, up that way. 

K: Pam does? 

Sandra: Yes. 

M: 1-2-3-4, and then there's a little bit of a space. 

Sandra: Did you go to school in Giscome, Mae? 

M:Yes. 

Sandra: Until what grade? 

M: Eight. 

Sandra: I remember your Mom said that you were ... 

M: Stopped in Grade 8, and then we came to Prince George and we'd go home 
Friday night on the train and then Sunday we'd get a ride back with Mr. Dunn. 

Sandra: Who was he? 

M: He worked at the sawmill. He had a daughter my age. 

Sandra: This other gal, maybe you know her, Evelyn Reedman, from Willow 
River? 
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M: Mom knows her. 

K: She ... 

Sandra: You know Evelyn Reedman? 

K: Not Reedman, Redman. Oh yes, I know her. 

Sandra: She said she used to sometimes ride her bike. 

M: Oh always. 

Sandra: All the way back from Prince George. 

M: Oh from Prince George [inaudible??]. From Giscome we would go. We used 
to walk from Giscome to Willow River to play ball after school and then go back 
home at night. 

Sandra: My goodness. How far ... 

M: Five miles. 

Sandra: I was going to say it doesn't seem that far when you're driving but 
walking or biking would be. So you would bike over, play ball and ... 

M: Or walk. 

Sandra: Did you have a ... was it a competitive league? 

M: Oh yeah. Well it was just school, between schools, but it was quite 
competitive, yeah. 

K: Evelyn Redman is Karl Strom's sister and Karl Strom is Ruth 
Cunningham's stepson. 

Sandra: We interviewed Karl first and Evelyn came along for that interview, 
and then I took Evelyn out to Ruth and her daughter Lillian was there from 
Alberta. 

M: Oh is she out in Alberta now? 

[affirmative response] 
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K: They have a hotel. 

Sandra: So that was really interesting. They were talking about skiing in the 
winter. They would cross-country ski to school. 

M: I don't remember that but we used to ski down the hills at Giscome. 
Remember we used to ... up at the hall here there was a great big hill. We'd get on 
cardboard boxes and we'd slide down. Somebody would stand at the bottom and 
listen for a car coming. 

Sandra: When we went ... I remember you telling me the hall was up on a 
hill, and when we took that drive out to Giscome, we looked around, I 
thought there should be some remnants of that but there's nothing at all. 

K: No, the hill is all taken down. 

M: The gravel. It's just to the left .. . 

Sandra: Oh, I was looking more ... maybe a little too far on then. So you 
would go sliding down right over the road. 

M: I don't think anybody ever got hurt. We came close some times. 

K: I don't know [inaudible??] 

M: That was a place to raise children. 

Sandra: Yes. You had lots of playmates and ... 

M: We didn't have a lot of toys or things. We made it. Like a cardboard box. 

Sandra: So how many kids do you think there would have been, say in your 
classes? 

M: There was 30 in a class at the most and we had 3 classes, so probably 90 I 
would think. About that. 

Sandra: So that's a lot of kids. 

M: You didn't have much to do in the winter time. 

Sandra: A new flock of babies every fall. 
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K: You forgot where the store was. 

Sandra: It's interesting what you remember as a kid. The ice rink ... 

M: This is the store down here. And the CN station. 

Sandra: Oh it was the CN was it? Not the BCR? 

M: No,CN. 

K: The water pump was over here, [inaudible??] CNR pumphouse. 

Sandra: Did you have to walk all that way for water? 

M: No, no. It was just for the trains. 

K: The pump was over here. Everybody went ... when they came from work, 
they'd bring home a bucket of water to drink eh. [inaudible??] clean. You could 
take water from that to wash clothes and things you know. Otherwise somebody 
might drown. 

M: The only thing is that the pump ... they had a great big barrel cut in half, the 
horse trough. The horses would come ... of course when they drank they do the 
other thing too and of course in those days, nobody thought about sanitation. 

K: No, because the sand point was down too deep. 

Sandra: I grew up on a farm and our well was right in the middle of the 
barnyard. You survived. 

K: I was brought up on a farm too. This is a mill. The [inaudible??] was over here. 

Sandra: In this area? 

K: South of Prince George. I Ii ved here all my life. 

Sandra: You grew up here in this area as well? 

K: Yes. 

M: That's a beehive burner. It used to spit out ash just before they closed it down. 

K: Have you got the highway here? 

Interview #57 K. Anderson and M. Romanin May 2, 2000 8 



M: This is the highway. 

K: This would be the highway here. 

M: This is the highway here. 

Sandra: You followed the tracks ... 

K: It follows the track. 

M: And then it goes this way. 

Sandra: I should have brought some paper along because ... 

K: Do you want to tape it? 

Sandra: Yeah, we probably should because it will be like a puzzle to put back 
together. 

M: Yes, if you can make out my drawing. 

Sandra: I think you're doing a great job. You have such nice printing. 

M: No I don't. I used to before my hands got sore. 

K: Have yourself some cookies. 

Sandra: I've had two. They're good cookies too. 

M: There's lots of houses up here. 

K: Spurr's house is up here. 

Sandra: And where is the school on there? 

K: Well we had two schools. 

M: This is the old school, it used to be down ... 

K: You'd better tape it. 

M: Down here, old school. 
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K: Put a box there. You've got to put the churches in there too now. 

M: Catholic Church. 

K: And there's houses in the church. 

Sandra: How many churches were there? 

M: Four. 

K: There was a Catholic Church, United Church, Pentecostal and ... 

M: Kingdom Hall. 

Sandra: Oh my goodness. So you have all faiths. All nationalities and all 
faiths. 

M: And some days we went from one to the other. 

Sandra: You know what Evelyn mentioned that I thought was so interesting? 
She said there was actually a concentration camp in that area. 

K: Between Willow River and Giscome. 

Sandra: I had no idea. Now how many people do you think were in there? 

K: But some of those people lived right in the townsite too. 

Sandra: So they didn't actually live ... were there many people that lived in 
the ... 

K: Well after the war they lived in the town and then they worked in the sawmills. 

Sandra: So how many people do you think would have been in the camp? 

K: Gosh I don't know. 

Sandra: It wasn't a very big camp? 

K: No, I don't think so. 

Sandra: I had no idea there was a concentration camp in this area. 
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M: I had heard a little bit about it but not that much but I do remember hearing 
about ... there was a German there and he committed suicide because he was ... 
people were so rough on him. 

K: I don't remember that. 

M: Sure. How about Sesaki's there? Across the road from Sesaki's. 

K: You mean the guy that worked for Tony Backus. 

M: I didn't know he worked there. 

K: Hung himself on the tree? 

M: Because of how he was persecuted because of the war. 

K: I don't know. I didn't know the man that well. 

Sandra: And that was because he was German. But the Sesaki's, they're one 
of the Japanese families that stayed after the war. 

M: Yes. There's the [inaudible??], Takita's, Kanashura, Sesido's. I think that's 
all I guess. 

K: [name inaudible] 

M: They were nice. I can't say that there was any racial prejudice out there. But 
you know, we never knew it. 

K: They all mixed with us. 

M: I'm going to tell you something. My aunt married a Chinaman and I didn't 
even realize he was Chinese. I just thought he was tanned because we just ... 

Sandra: Nothing you distinguished or talked about. 

M: No, I mean it was just a little bit different. We just never .... we were brought 
up like that. 

K: His name was Jay Sing. 

M: We weren't brought up to put a person down or ... 
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Sandra: That's good. And it wasn't something you heard much or? 

K: No, even the Japanese. They talked to you just like anybody else. 

M: Actually, the Japanese were very well liked at Christmas and New Years 
because they always cooked good food and people went around and .. . 

K: They'd go to this house and then they'd have a little party there. Then they all 
came, they'd go to the next house, and then to the next house. 

Sandra: They went to your house? 

K: Yes. 

Sandra: You mean they'd just go through all the whole town? 

M: Oh sure. As you went along, you gathered the next person and you'd have a 
big party. But they just loved to go to the Japanese because their food was 
different. 

K: And then they met up at the hall. 

M: I remember Mrs. Kikigawa. I can't remember why I was staying with her. For 
some reason I stayed a couple of days at her house. You, maybe Pa was sick or 
something. Anyhow, I was just learning to knit and I was making this sweater for 
my doll. I dropped a stitch and she said, "oh Mae look, you've made a pattern". 
She made me feel so good. Not that I'd done it wrong. I'd made a pattern. 

Sandra: I know Kenny Sesaki. 

M: Kenji? 

K: Kenny. 

Sandra: Kenny. I've been thinking, he's someone I need to call and see if I 
can talk to him. Are his family still alive, do you know? 

K: I don't know. She lives down in Vancouver. He died. 

Sandra: His [inaudible??] is still with it? 

K: Yeah. She's in Vancouver somewhere. 
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M: Sesaki [inaudible??] we used to call them. He always had the biggest smile. 
He was nice. 

Sandra: Kenny? 

M: No, his Dad. 

K: He'ss a little short guy eh. Well it's just like Kenny. 

Sandra: I think he must have brothers and sisters too. 

K: He has one sister. 

Sandra: Oh just one sister? 

K: No, no. I'm thinking of the Sesaki 's. Sesaki's had boys, three boys if I can 
remember. The girl used to work in the bank here. No, they had all boys. 

Sandra: I'll have to give him a call. I know where he works. 

K: 1-2-3-4 houses along here anyway. 

M: No, you're thinking Takahachi. We're talking about Sesaki. Sesaki lived out 
on the highway. 

K: Sesaki lived out on the highway yeah. 

M: He had a goldfish pond, remember. The goldfish, he carried them over the 
winter. And flowers you wouldn't believe. 

K: I'm sorry, I'm getting Takahachi's ... they're the ones that had the boys. 

M: Yeah, they had all boys. 

K: Sesaki had three boys and one girl. One of them is a weatherman. 

Sandra:Notherethough? 

K: I don't know where he is. He was in town here for awhile but I think he went. 

Sandra: I need to give them a call, or give Ken a call, and see if he has some 
information. 
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K: What about Takahachi's, him too. 

Sandra: I can't remember. Well Mae, is that the whole town? Are you 
finished drawing? 

M:No. 

Sandra: I'm keeping you on task here. 

K: The boarding house ... I don't think the boarding house ... the boarding house is 
between the railroad track and the townsite. 

M: Right here. My creek is a little bit too .. . I'm going to have to move it. 

Sandra: Did you say you cooked at the boarding ... was that the camp house 
or ... 

K: The bunkhouse. It was just such a short time. A few mornings. No, I was 
flunking, I guess you'd call it. 

Sandra: What is it? 

K: Flunking. I was setting tables, peeled potatoes, make salads, put pies ... Jay pies 
out. I never baked the pies, eh. They did. And you know we'd put the vegetables 
out, make salads. 

Sandra: So kind of prep work. 

K: Yeah. Put out the milk and when the groceries came in, you stacked them in 
the places so you knew where they are, and cleaned. Washed dishes. 

Sandra: How many men would be there? 

K: 85 sometimes. 

Sandra: And all men working out? 

K: All men. 

Sandra: And they were all working at the mill or were some of them out in 
the bush too? 

K: well there was some coming ... like the foreman, they'd drop in for coffee or 
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something like that, or supper and something like that. On and off eh. But 
otherwise it was usually 80 or something. Boy you were kept busy. You peeled 
onions, potatoes. I remember one time, I put the potatoes in the potato machine. I 
let it run too long. They were like little marbles. 

Sandra: So the machine would actually take the peel off? 

K: Yup. 

Sandra: But then you took like the whole potato off? 

K: Yeah. We had big sinks eh. I used to hate it though when they cooked lamb 
because you know that lamb, [inaudible??], it was just like [inaudible??]. 

Sandra: It is so thick, isn't it. It's just like ... you're right, it's almost like 
[inaudible??]. 

K: When you cleaned the table, you put the jam out and everything for pancakes 
and syrup and stuff like that. And then you had to take it all and store it away. 
Like even the table, like you had to clean eh. We had this bar, they helped 
themselves. All these salads and everything, you had to put them in the cooler. 
And then they had a steam table. You had to be there. There was 3 of us eh. One 
gave out the meat, one gave out the vegetables and gravy and whatnot, soup and 
whatever it was, you know. Because they'd come in and you had to hurry because 
they only had an hour eh. 

Sandra: So would they come in shifts? 

K: No, they all came at once pretty well. But like if somebody came in for coffee, 
you know, that was passing through going to the mill would go in and have coffee 
and then they'd go. 

Sandra: It must be a busy job. 

K: Yeah. You were busy all the time. 15 minutes break you would get. 

Sandra: And you worked there all day? 

K: No, I worked from morning til noon, and sometimes I had the afternoon shift to 
the night, change off. I liked it. 

Sandra: Did you like it? 
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K: Yeah, I liked it. 

Sandra: Yeah, Evelyn said some of those same things. She said she could 
remember as kids kind of exchanging, "oh I'm Swedish" and you're 
whatever. She said that there was never anything malicious that she 
remembers about the ... 

K: But they all knew that he was a Swede. He was something else, Norwegian. 
They all knew eh. 

M: Black Finn 

Sandra: What's a Black Finn? 

M: He was a dark haired Finlander. 

K: They had different names for different people. You got the Burden house in? 

M: Yeah. 

Sandra: When did you leave Giscome Mae? 

M: Probably '58. No! '55 to school, and then it was just weekends and the 
summers. 

Sandra: And you didn't go back as an adult to live in Giscome? 

M:No. 

K: She got a job from Kelly Douglas, kept on working. Well she did go to school 
in Vancouver where she took up her training. 

Sandra: So you went off to Vancouver and studied at the university? 

M: No, no. At Pittman's Business College. Well I met somebody first. I used to go 
with my [inaudible??]. We got married. 

K: Went to work, had kids, and went back to work. 

M: And now we're both retired, 9 years now I guess. 

Sandra: What was Kelly Douglas? 
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M: Wholesale Groceries. 

Sandra: The name sounded familiar but I couldn't place it. That's it. 

K: This is the highway. 

M: That's the highway. 

K: But then there's houses here. And the Garden Cafe was here. There was a gas 
station here. 

M: Oh yeah. 

K: There's an oil station here. 

Sandra: Didn't you say Kate that there were actually four different stores at 
one time? 

M: Aunt Ida's. I was thinking of putting Aunt Ida in there. 

K: Here, put Ida in here and Boisey's up here. 

M: Boisey' s are up here. Boisey's store. 

K: And [inaudible??]. That's on this side of the road. 

Sandra: [something about bootlegger]. Now why would you need a 
bootlegger? Wouldn't you be able to buy liquor? 

K: It's a long way to Prince George. 

M: This is Dunn who lived next door and Dad was out on the trap line and Mr. 
[inaudible??] was dead by then, I think. And Mom and Grandma Dunn used to 
like to dance on Friday nights so they cleared back the floor and turned the music 
on and danced. And one night, Mrs. Dunn, she said, "there's a bear under that 
tree". And so they looked and no, here was this guy drunk. So we had to drag him 
into our house, snoring like mad, brought him into the house. He broke the chair I 
remember. He took the bottle out of his pocket and he said "here have a drink" 
and it was ketchup. She sold him a bottle with ketchup. 

K: If we hadn't have taken him in, he would have froze. 

Sandra: He was drinking ketchup. 

Interview #57 K. Anderson and M. Romanin May 2, 200017 



M: Well he was probably drinking something else. 

K: Okay, you came across the railroad. Did you put that little road in here that 
goes to the ball field? You know, off the bridge. 

Sandra: Did you all play ball too? 

M: Oh, everybody played ball. 

Sandra: Evelyn mentioned that they loved to all play ball and played from 
town to town. 

M: There was a lot of competition. 

Sandra: You know who else mentioned it, it was that lady [inaudible??]. She 
said her husband loved to play ball and he would play all over the place. And 
I think hockey too. They played in McBride and then they would travel 
around a bit with the hockey. 

K: They went to Vanderhoof, Quesnel. They had some cups too. I don't know 
whatever happened to those cups. 

Sandra: Oh trophies? Like for the town? You mean the hockey team? 

K: Baseball. 

M: See the bridge should be right across from here. 

K: This road should be straight Mae, because when you come off the bridge you 
went straight. 

M: But this is the bridge. 

K: No, no, these are the houses Mae. It's here. 

M: I know, I know. That goes across there. 

Sandra: Don't worry about it, just connect it any old way. 

K: This is the one we came down right from the hall. 

M: This is the bridge. 
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Sandra: So Kate, you liked to go dancing? 

K: Used to like it, yeah. I don't go now though because I sit on the bench. I can sit 
at home. Because the men don't ask you. You know, it's not like it used to be. 
Like before you went to a dance and everybody mixed. They'd come ask you to 
dance. But now it's .. You have to go with a bunch. But you know, [inaudible??], 
because now if I would go, I would sit there. Nobody would ask me. I used to go 
down to the senior citizen thing there and I'd sit on the bench. And they ask me 
why don't I come. I said, I can sit at home and watch televison. I said what they 
should have, they should have tag two-step, circle two-step, or something where 
you change ... where everybody dances with everybody. This business of being 
cliquey, that you dance with one person all night long, that's for the birds, 
especially when you go .... We're all old-timers eh, and we all should mix eh. But 
they're so cliquey you know. I heard last week, somebody was saying, oh they're 
so jealous over some of those men, the women are, or the men are jealous over the 
women. I says I don't go. I told them, I said no. If you have circle two-step or tag, 
that when you dance the music stops or something and you get another partner or 
something and dance, so everybody mixes eh. But some of them figure oh, you 
dance ... there was a red-headed woman here the other day and we were talking 
and she said about this guy that she goes with ... it's not her husband. She just lives 
with him. And this one woman came and asked him for a dance so he got up and 
danced with her. And then she came again, and this woman didn't like it. So 
anyhow, the woman, she went to the washroom and she came back and they were 
up dancing again and she was so mad at this woman she said, "if you don't leave 
him along I'll pull your hair out". But don't put this in there for God's sake. 

Sandra: Was this at the senior's centre? 

K: I guess it was a senior centre. So anyhow, we got talking the other day and 
something was brought up and this woman says, "you don't mean me do you?" I 
said no, nobody's name was mentioned. But it was that woman. No, when the 
senior citizens have a dance, they should all mix. One is no better than the other. 
Get going. 

Sandra: Get out there dancing. Now where would the new school be there 
Mae? 

M: The new school is right here. 

Sandra: Now when we came in, we would have come from town ... where 
would that be? 

M: As you're going into Giscome ... right from Prince George, probably the first 
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building you saw that was flat and long, just before the ... 

Sandra: We would have come in from this way. 

K: And you went this way. You didn't go this way because this is closed off. You 
go this way now. 

M: The road has changed. 

Sandra: And then the lake was over here? 

M: The lake was over here. 

Sandra: I don't think we saw any of this. 

K: Well there's nothing there. 

M: It's all been bull-dozed down. So sad. We had so much fun. 

K: Have you got Brown's cafe in there? 

Sandra: What about the cemetery? Did they move the cemetery? 

K: They didn't have one at Giscome. 

Sandra: There was no cemetery? 

K: Willow River had a few graves put in there. 

M: It's hard to do this because we're doing this in two different times: old time 
and new time. See, Brown's was old time. 

Sandra: You don't need to put the new stuff in if you don't want to. Maybe 
that would be better. 

K: Well Garnet's went way down here too before they moved there. 

M: Did they? Well I don't remember that. 

Sandra: I think most of these questions we already discussed Mae. 

M: This is the gas station. 
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Sandra: Like gender relations. I thought that was interesting too. 

K: It would have been closer to the railroad track. You can see the highway. No, 
the railroad station, the section houses. 

M: Yeah, they're in here. No, just a minute. 

K: This should be here, section houses here because the railroad track is here. 

M: Yeah. 

Sandra: l\'Iae? Do you remember any single parent families or ... 

M:No. 

Sandra: That's what I was thinking. Where did women get together? 

M: Church I think. 

K: The hall for showers and weddings because they all helped for that eh. That's 
one thing about Giscome I will say, you weren't afraid to ask anybody to help 
because they were all willing eh. Somebody would bring cake or sandwiches or 
milk or whatever you needed for the dance, coffee. There was always somebody 
that made the coffee there. And the clean up after. 

Sandra: So did you have regular dances or ... 

K: We used to have them once a month - maybe sometimes twice - usually once a 
month. Towards the last days, they kind of brushed out because there was other 
things doing in town so they'd go to town and do it. But at first, it was dances 
there. And we had a stage there. We had concerts. 

M: And a show. 

K: They'd have these concerts and they'd take them to Sinclair Mills or else take 
them to town. 

Sandra: Like your school concert or ... 

M: School concert but they'd have like Wilf Carter and magicians and things like 
that. 

Sandra: And they'd bring in entertainment? 
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K: Yeah, like Alice Neil and Mrs. McCloud and then they used to have a concert 
and they used to go. They'd dress up, do a little skit. It was nice. 

M: And there were a few there, they'd watch the show and everyone would go 
[sniffing sound], can you smell a rat and holler packrat! And everybody lifts up 
their feet during the show. You could smell the packrats. It was just everyday 
living. And at the dances there's always a fight. It was probably 50 steps up to the 
hall? 

K: Probably. 

M: And somebody would always end up down at the bottom. So Sunday morning 
after a dance, we'd go underneath the steps and walk up and you'd find watches 
and money and ... we always had money. 

Sandra: From somebody tumbling down the steps. Why were they fighting? 

M: Probably got drunk. Probably the two that started it would sit back and watch 
the rest of the fools doing that. 

K: Two would start it and two others come to help the two others and then the 
other ones that started it would go sit down. 

Sandra: So then they'd all be fighting. 

M: Oh yeah. 

Sandra: Would there be any hard feelings then? 

M:No. 

K: They were so drunk they didn't know they did it. 

M: There was never any hard feelings out at Giscome. 

K: They were always ready to go back to work on Monday morning. Oh yeah, 
they never missed Monday morning. 

M: It was good community spirit out there. 

Sandra: Now why dido 't the school go on beyond Grade 8? 

M: Because they had a dorm here so we came into the dorm. 
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K: Most of these little areas were the same. They'd bring them into town. 

Sandra: They probably just didn't have the budget or they weren't set up for 
a highschool maybe. 

K: Years ago they thought they'd never ... Grade 8 that's it. 

M: So the day they turned 15, a lot of kids at Giscome were pulled out of school 
and sent to the sawmill. I remember one boy, he left the day before his 151

h 

birthday. We had a teacher, Mrs. Adderson, she was quite big and she insisted on 
education. She went to the sawmill, hauled him out, took him back to school for 
one day. 

K: She was a good teacher. 

M: Oh excellent. 

Sandra: And was there one teacher for 30 kids? 

M: One for 30 yeah. we had 3 teachers usually. 

Sandra: She dragged him back? 

M: Yup, for one day. She said, "the law says until your 15 you go to school. 
You're not 15 until tomorrow so ... " 

Sandra: So those kids, a lot of them would just go until they were 15 and that 
would be it? 

M: Yes. 

Sandra: Was that more with the boys or the girls? 

M: No, the boys I think. I don't remember any girls. 

K: The girls they kept on going. 

M: Or else the girls would just stay home and look after their brothers and sisters. 
I don't remember. 

K: When I first came there, there was nobody, I don't think, went to highschool. 

M:No. 
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K: They all just got a job doing something else. 

M: Or else got married. 

Sandra: Right. And that was in the '30's? 

K : Yeah. 

M: Well even the '40s and '50s. 

K: You went to Grade 8 and that's it. 

Sandra: So there were probably lots of young men coming to town for work 
were there? 

K: The ones there, I think, had jobs out there. I don ' t think there was many came 
to town to work. 

Sandra: So new people coming into the town, were they usually families? 

M: Yup usually. Well, not always. There was lots of young ... 

K: They had a boarding house. The other men stayed at the boarding house. 

Sandra: The single men. 

K: Yup. Some of the married men did too. The wives ... the husbands went to 
work there and the wives were in town. They had no way of coming back and 
forth so they stayed out there. And on the weekend, they'd come to town. 

Sandra: So they caught the train going ... 

K: Did you put the boarding house in there? 

M:Yes. 

K: You've still got the [inaudible due to telephone call] to put in. Would you like 
another cup of coffee? 

Sandra: I would love more coffee. I'm a bit of a coffee hound. Did you have 
power there when you were ... 

K: Just the sawmill had power. 
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Sandra: So what did you do for lighting and ... 

K: We had a gas lamp. And some had a coal lamp. 

Sandra: You must have had the power then in your house before you left? 

K: Oh yes. It came in the '50s. 

Sandra: And the running water? Did you ever have running water in your ... 

K: Yes. we had running water. Not at first. 

M: Not at first. 

Sandra: I just had the idea. I expected Leah Gobbi's story to be a real sad 
story about this drole, you 're away from Italy with no one to talk to but she 
had such a positive time. 

K: I think a lot of Italians ... there were some Italians here. 

Sandra: Oh there were other Italians? 

K: Oh yeah. I think Leah was the only Italian lady outside of Mrs. Gullioti. She's 
in Vancouver now. 

Sandra: Was she about that age too? 

K: Yeah, everybody. 

Sandra: But she seems to have such good memories of Giscome. 

K:Yes. 

M: You know what else we forgot here was the annex. 

Sandra: What was the annex? 

K: Well I mentioned the annex before. It was alongside the bridge. 

M: This was the office. Oops, the office was here. 

Sandra: What was the annex? 
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M: Well they sort of looked after the bunkhouse. 

K: And I think at one time it was a hospital or something. 

M: There's a warehouse here too. 

K: There's a warehouse there. 

Sandra: Where did you have your children Kate? 

K: Giscome. 

Sandra: Right in Giscome? 

K: No, I had them here at the hospital. 

M: Not this one, not that one. It's not here anymore. In the parking lot. 

Sandra: It's now a parking lot? 

M: Yeah. 

Sandra: So did most of the women come into ... 

K: You stayed in town eh. 

Sandra: Oh you'd come in before. 

K: Yeah, a week or two before. 

M: You'd have to. 

Sandra: Would you stay in the hospital? 

K: No, there was a boarding house. 

[end of side one] 

K: ... until Leah Gobbi came in, and they had their children a day apart. 

M: Pat first and then Sharon. 

Sandra: Now Dorothy Gobbi, how is she related to Leah? 
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M: Their husbands were cousins. 

Sandra: I remember now, she had those photographs of the twins. 

K: One married Dorothy and one married Leah . 

M: And you know the twins are cousins of my mother-in-law. 

Sandra: So did your husband live in Giscome as well? 

M: For awhile, not very long though. Oh, I forgot Lester. 

K: He ended up there when he first came. He worked there and then he went to 
Penny to work. 

M: And the Anderson's had a store too, the meat market there. 

Sandra: It just sounds like such a thriving community, four stores. 

M: Not all at the same time though. 

Sandra: No? 

M: No, not all at once. 

Sandra: Were there restaurants or ... 

M: Yeah, Brown's Cafe. 

K: And Fina had the cafe. 

M: Yeah, down at the [inaudible??] 

K: Well the farm was over here but that was later on. Pretty late farms, dairy. I 
thought I glued this. You see that barn is still there. Put another piece of paper up 
there. You've got to put in the lake. 

M: This is the lake here. 

K: This is the railroad track? 

M: No, this is the railroad track here. Oh, I guess it comes right there. I don't 
know about proportions at all. Well Michelangelo was no relation you know. 
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K: Get somebody else to check it and they can straighten it out. Oh Spurr's house 
you've got to put. Spurr's house would be over here. 

Sandra: You know what I should get you to do too if you would, give us some 
more names. If you can think of people that we might be able to contact, in 
Prince George? I remember we talked about ... 

M : Pat Sawchuck. 

Sandr~: Mrs. Meeley but she ... 

M: She would know a lot. 

Sandra: She doesn't want to be interviewed. 

M: Oh doesn't she? 

Sandra: No. 

M: That's Pam's friend. 

K: Yeah, she just lives here. 

Sandra: Carney isn't it? She lives right on Carney? 

M: Yeah. 

Sandra: Yeah, I asked Pam if her Grandma would be interviewed. She said, 
''no, she doesn't know anything". So I thought "well, that's odd. She used to 
... ". Pam said that both her parents would be interested in telling their stories 
so they probably have lots to tell. 

M: I'll tell you a little story about Pam's Morn and Dad. 

K: Careful what you say. She's still got that tape running. 

M: That's okay. She was my Brownie Tawny Owl. 

Sandra: Which one? 

M: Kathy. She was my Brownie owl. Kathy and Arch got married. Kathy was 
about 19 years old or 18 or whatever. I lived down this side of the street and they 
lived down here. And every day as I went to school I had to walk by their house 
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and she would kiss him goodbye at the door. I thought, "poor Kathy, she's over 
the hill. She's over and done with". She was so old, and she was only 19. I felt so 
sorry for her because she was just about ready to die, she was so old and married. 

Sandra: That's funny. 

M: It is, especially when you're past 19. 

Sandra: That's a cute story. I should read these questions out to you and see 
what kind of answers you have. I don't know how relevant they are. Well the 
water supply to your house, we talked about that a bit. You had a well. When 
you did have water into your homes, was that a well that you were tapped 
into? 

K:No. 

M: It must have been. 

K: There was a big place up on the hill we had dug out and they had the water in 
that and then it went through and down and then it went through a filtering 
system. 

Sandra: So like a reservoir? 

K: Yeah, and then they filtered that and it came to the houses. 

Sandra: And that was enough water for all the houses? 

K: Yeah. And then after, at the last, I think they took it from the lake and they had 
· a filtering thing and they had some chemicals they had to _put in it. 

Sandra: To purify it? 

K: To purify it. 

Sandra: Could you drink that water? 

K: Oh yes. 

Sandra: Now the next question is sewage disposal. 

K: Everybody had a septic tank which they made themselves. They made a square 
hole and cribbed it up, then you'd run your sewer into the septic tank and that was 
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it. And it drained out. 

Sandra: So you didn't need to have them pumped much? 

K:No. 

M: Remember at Sharpens? They had a big family, real big family, and they used 
to just throw their empty garbage out in the backyard. And the bears would come 
down and in the summer we had to be a bit careful. 

Sandra: So they would just feed the bears? 

M: Yeah, more or less. And they'd come down from the hill. 

K: But you know then these people didn't have garbage like they have today. 

Sandra: Not as many containers I suppose. 

K: The containers, you know. Years ago they didn't have everything in cans. You 
bought it in bulk. Flour came in a hundred pound bag, sugar came in a hundred 
pound bag. Lard came in big barrels, you know. They didn't have much garbage. 
And then if you had anything, you burned it in the stove. 

M: Or else you dug a hole in the backyard and buried it. 

K: And these wood stoves you had, you had wood slabs. We had cut slabs brought 
in. We paid $5 a load, and cut it up and then you'd bring it in and you put it in the 
stove and you had a fire box with a water jacket in it. And that water went through 
the water jacket into your tank and heated your water. 

Sandra: How did that work? Like it was a wood burning fire box? 

K: Yes and you had a lining in that, it was called a water jacket. And the water 
came in and then went around ... 

Sandra: The fire? 

K: No. It's like a wall eh. And the water went through here and there's two pipes. 
One for the cold water and one for the hot eh, and they went into the tank. 

Sandra: And you'd have hot water? 

K: And you'd have hot water. 
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Sandra: Now isn't that slick. 

K: It would be brown, galvanized. 

Sandra: So would the water continue circulating to keep it hot? 

K; Well one was the cold water and then the hot eh. You had to be careful to put 
the hot water out. You didn't want it to get too hot, unless you had a bell on top. 
But we didn't have no bell on top. We used the water so much. And you don't 
have your stove on that often. Just for cooking. When you're finished cooking you 
don't .. . 

Sandra: So this is your cookstove that you're using? 

K: This is the cookstove. 

Sandra: That's interesting. 

K: A lot of stoves didn't have that. It was a special jacket that you had to get. And 
then lots of them had a wooden stove and it had that reservoir on it. You know, 
it's a square. 

Sandra: Yes. I've heard of those but I haven't heard about this jacket. 

K: And it would heat just from the stove. You had it next to the bake oven and it 
would heat there and you would just lift the thing up and take your water out. 

M: There isn't much water in there though. 

Sandra: No, I suppose. 

K: Well enough to do the dishes, and if you wanted a bath, you had a big ... what 
do they call it? Wash [inaudible??]. You filled that with water from the stove and 
stick your wood in there and get it going, get it hot. 

M: And you washed the little ones. Dad was always last. 

K: Or else you had that long tub eh. 

Sandra: So there wasn't anything you plugged in to wash clothes? 

K: No, there was basically no electricity. No electricity came in until later days. 
No it was all the washboard. 
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M: A gas. But you know my Mom had much more conveniences than my 
grandparents and I really wonder about them because ... 

K: I often wondered about my grandparents. 

M: We had to make everything. We had to knit, knit, knit. You probably knit in 
your sleep. 

K: My mother used to knit for 8 kids, socks and whatnot, by a coal lamp at night. 
And that doesn't give too much night. And you had to fill that every day. 

Sandra: For 8 kids? 

K: And then you take the glass globe off and take newspapers in there to get that 
black soot off there because it does corrode eh, and then wash it in soap and dry it 
all off. That was a daily chore. Just in the winter time though because you didn't 
have the lamp in the summer time. 

M: Yeah, because you were too tired by the time it got dark in the summer time, 
you just flopped into bed. 

K: And bread, she used to mix it at night, cover it up, like maybe 6 loaves at a 
time eh. And cover it up to keep it warm, and in the morning she'd take it and put 
it in the pans and bake it. Let it rise and bake it. 

Sandra: Did you make bread yourself? 

K: I didn't make bread yet. 

M: I still do once in awhile. 

Sandra: You make very good cookies. Well I guess we already talked about 
... the next question was garbage disposal. We kind of covered that, and 
roads. Now how did you find the roads getting in and out of Prince George? 

M: In the spring, terrible. Lots of frost boils. 

Sandra: Was there no pavement? 

M: Oh heavens no. 

K: Not even gravel on the thing. 
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M: Lots of waterboard and frost boils would be like that [demonstrates size with 
her hands]. 

Sandra: A frost boil? 

M: Well when the frost comes out of the ground, it looks like a boil. It just 
bubbles up and splits off. 

Sandra: I thought maybe you'd have a big hole when it was ... [inaudible] 

K: In some places it [inaudible??]. It was like that until 1960 I would say. Then 
the roads got a little better. That's when they started ... 

M: ... paving. Yeah, I think so. 

Sandra: It's hard to believe that that would bring such a big change. 

K: If anybody was coming to town with a car, which was very few - maybe a half 
a dozen cars - they'd go in groups so if one got stuck they'd help the other out. 

Sandra: Oh, they wouldn't just go with one car? 

K: Oh no, no. Because you'd be stranded. 

M: And in the winter you'd have a hard time getting up the hills so you had ... 

K: It's a long ways between the buildings, to the farms. Maybe there was ... let's 
see .. . 

M: There was nothing between Giscome and Willow River. 

K: Maybe a half a dozen between here and Willow River, if there was that. 

M: There wasn't that many. 

K: And there was nothing in between Giscome and Willow . 

Sandra: So you'd need a good reason to go to town? 

K: Yeah. But I mean there was no houses there. It was either you lived in Giscome 
or you lived in Willow. There was nothing in between. 

Sandra: And from Willow into Prince George there wasn't much? 
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K: No. Ferndale. Ferndale had a little school there. 

Sandra: Well let's see. We talked about schools and parks and recreation 
facilities. I guess that would be your rink and hall there. And shopping? So 
most of your shopping you did right in Giscome? 

K: No, I think most of it we came to town and done it. The old storekeeper used to 
come to town. It was funny. You'd ask him for a ride into town and you'd go and 
buy your groceries and go home with your groceries. 

Sandra: So what did the storekeeper supply? 

K: Oh, he had pretty well everything in them days. 

M: He had coal, coal oil. 

K: Coal they used to get shipped in. People ordered the coal. You burned it in the 
stove eh. 

M: They had the post office. 

K: And he had the post office. And the mail used to be brought out there by the 
train. He'd meet the train and take it off and put the other mail that was to go out, 
he'd take it and put it on the train. And all his meat came usually on a Tuesday. 
See the weigh freight used to go out to McBride on a Monday and come back on 
Tuesday, and Tuesday they'd bring the meat and stuff eh. And of course he had 
that big chopping block there about 3 feet across and he did all his cutting on that 
by hand. 

Sandra: Oh, so he was a butcher as well as a general store? 

K: Oh yeah. 

Sandra: And your clothing? Did you buy that at Prince George? 

K: Oh yeah. 

M: Sears Catalogue and Eaton's. 

K: You could buy a dress for 50 cents, or shoes for 50 cents. Can you do it now? 

Sandra: I don't think so. Even Value Village. My daughter came home with a 
pair of shoes from Value Village the other day and she was so pleased, she 
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got them for $10. I thought, "well okay". 

K: I hear this question. What people go down there? 

Sandra: The teenagers. They love that kind of old-fashioned stuff. A lot of 
my daughter's friends go there as well. 

K: I know grown ups that go there. They tell me ... I wasn't with them but they tell 
me that they got this from it and it seems like it's almost like new, some of that 
stuff. 

M: I've never gone here but I went in Vancouver. 

Sandra: I think you need to go at the right time. I think they have certain 
days or something like that when they have like shoes ... 

K: That hasn't been there that long. 

Sandra: A couple of years. What about ... was there any bus service? 

M: Oh there used to be. 

K: Not at first there wasn't, no. You had to take the train or else you went by car. 
Just the later years. 

Sandra: So most often if you came into town was it by train or was it by a 
car? 

K: Usually by train. You used to come in on the local. Maybe at 1 :00 it would 
come in and then you'd catch the passenger back at 7:00 at night. 

Sandra: So what's the local? 

K: It's the name of the train. It's a train that hauls freight. 

M: It's a freight train. 

Sandra: And there was seating for you? 

K: Oh yes, there was a passenger car on it. Sometimes there was 2 cars eh. You'd 
go down there, buy your ticket and go. It's not like today. Today you have to 
phone Edmonton or Vancouver or Winnipeg or someplace to get on. No, then it 
was nice. You'd just go down and pay for your ticket and get on. 
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Sandra: And the fare must have been pretty reasonable too? 

K: Oh yes, 50 cents from here to Willow or Giscome. Maybe $1.75 return, you 
know, if you bought a ticket return, go both ways. 

Sandra: And you could do your shopping and ... that's good. This is 
interesting. What about the police? Did you ever have any police protection 
or was there a regular patrol? 

K: At the last they had a policeman there but just for a sho1t time, maybe 6 
months or three months or something. 

Sandra: And he lived right in Giscome? 

K: Yeah, he had a trailer there. He stayed. It was when they sold ... when the 
Japanese people were there. 

Sandra: And before that, would you ... 

K: Not out there, no. 

Sandra: You didn't have any need? 

K: No, if there was any trouble out there, the police would come out there but 
there was no trouble. It's not like today. God, you left your house door open! You 
didn't lock it. It's not like today. Now you can't even leave anything outside. 

Sandra: Yeah, it can be bad. Yeah, that's interesting. I sort of had that 
impression from other people too, that it wasn't a really an issue. You didn't 
feel you needed the police so much. 

K: Yeah, nobody bothered you. 

M: In the early '60s you didn't need it here either. 

Sandra: In Prince George? 

M: Yeah. But when the pulp mill started coming in, then we got lots of trouble. 

Sandra: Probably a more transient population. What about fire protection? 
Was there any sort of volunteer fire service? 

K: Oh they had volunteer out there. 
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Sandra: Oh they did? And a fire truck? 

K: No, no fire truck. The horse would maybe pull the things if you needed it. 

M: They had the whistle if ... if the whistle blew, you knew there was somebody 
needing help. 

K: They had a whistle that they blew in the morning. 

Sandra: At the mill? 

K: At 10 to eight, to wake you up to go to work. 

M: At 8:00. 

K: And then at noon, they had a whistle, and then one for one o'clock, and then 
for 5 o'clock. And when there was a fire, the whistle would blow so many 
whistles and everybody went. You'd just get up and just go. 

M: Go fight the fire and help out. Everybody helped, everyone in those days. You 
never even questioned it. 

K: And you know that whistle, you could hear it in Newlands and you could hear 
it at Willow River. I don't know who has that whistle. 

M: You know another thing ... 

K: Ask ... maybe ask Gobbi. 

Sandra: Okay. 

K: ... if he knows anything about the whistle. Because Louie worked there. 

Sandra: Is he still here in Prince George? 

K: Oh yeah, Louie's here. You maybe ask Louie because he worked in the boiler 
room. 

Sandra: And that's where the whistle was, in the boiler room? 

K: Yeah. You would just pull a string, eh, just like on the train. 

M: One thing about Giscome too, you never did anything that would be offensive 
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to your parents because your next door neighbour would see it and they would go 
out there as if they were your parent. So you know, you were always on your toes 
because there was always so many parents around you. It didn't matter who you 
were. Everybody looked out after everybody else. 

Sandra: That's great. 

M: It was. It kept us going on the straight and narrow. 

Sandra: Yeah, because you knew you were being monitored. 

M: 1884 is it? 

Sandra: What's that? 

M: Orswell, Big Brother's Watching. 

Sandra: Oh, 1884. Another question is mail. You mentioned that the mail 
came on the train. And was it sorted then at the ... 

K: At the store, the general store. 

Sandra: Did you find the delivery time was ... 

K: You went and picked it up yourself. 

Sandra: But as far as say if you sent a letter somewhere, did it take long to 
get there? 

K: No, about 3 or 4 days. 

M: Better than now. 

K: You could go to Winnipeg or somewhere, they'd get it in no time. 

Sandra: Is that right? 

M: And they had that little post office bank here too. You'd deposit your money in 
the post office in a bank account. 

Sandra: That's something I haven't asked you is how you would do your 
banking or where you would cash your cheque. 
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K: Come to town and cash it, or a lot of people went to this lady that is a 
bootlegger. 

M: Aunt Ida or Shirley [inaudible??] 

K: Aunt Ida, oh yeah. She'd take ... 

M: ... the money handler too. 

K: Yeah, but you'd give her a little bit. She'd charge you so much to cash it. 

Sandra: Oh really? 

K: Oh yeah, you don't do it for nothing. 

M: And she kept all her money in a catalogue. In the Sears or Eaton's catalogue. 

Sandra: And everyone knew it was in a catalogue? 

M: Oh I guess so. I did. But then we used to go over there quite a bit because she 
had a ... Warren [inaudible??] is her grandson? I think so. We used to chum 
around with him. 

K: Yeah, she used to sell... 

M: She was a nice little old lady. 

K: She used to get me ... see I worked at the General Store. She used to get me to 
bottle this here apple cider. I figured it was apple cider eh. 

M: Or tomato juice. 

K: She [inaudible??] at the cupboard. She had a chimney and the chimney was 
built ... you know a little cupboard first and then a chimney on top eh. They didn't 
have the chimney right from the floor, cement eh. They had this kind of a 
cupboard and on top of that was a chimney, and underneath this was a cupboard. 
Well this is where she had it. And here she got me to bottle it, eh, those beer 
bottles you know. Put the cap on there. And I thought it was apple cider. It wasn't. 

Sandra: That's what you were told. 

K: Yeah. And people would come in and buy it. 
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M: My brother's from Tennessee. 

K: And vanilla! They had to hide the vanilla or shoe polish because they'd buy 
that and drink it, some of them. 

M: Oh yeah. Poor Mrs. Mercer. 

Sandra: So some people, were there many people with drinking problems? 

K: No, maybe half a dozen that was like that eh. But it was more or less when they 
got their pay cheque. It wasn't an every day occurrence. 

M: Except for Mrs. Mercer. She really did have a problem. 

K: Oh she'd walk to every house and ask if they had any. 

M: And kids too. After awhile we weren't allowed to buy vanilla at the store 
unless our Mom's gave us a letter. We didn't realize. 

Sandra: Some kids were drinking it. 

M: No, no. We were buying it for her. She'd stop us and say would you buy me a 
bottle of vanilla? 

Sandra: And so that had to be stopped I guess. So it wasn't the kids? 

M: No. It was her, she needed it. Poor thing. 

K: No, there wasn't too many that did that. No, they'd go and cash their cheque 
there and you had to pay to have it cashed. She wouldn't just give you the money. 
And once in awhile she'd say to me, "you take it to the bank. I don't want them to 
know that I'm taking it eh". You know, on certain days eh, because you figure a 
big amount of money eh, maybe $1500 or something like that. You know, you 
don't want to carry that around eh. But they knew what day she was going to town 
but they didn't know when I was going to town. So you had to work it like that eh. 

Sandra: So you were the deliverer? 

K: Not always. We changed about eh. 

Sandra: So you worked in the store, and the bunkhouse. Did you have other 
jobs as well? 
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K: Jack of all trades. 

M: Mom always helped everybody. If somebody needed something, she was 
always there to help. It didn't matter if it was painting the wall or giving them a 
perm or babysitting or whatever. No, she was always there. You didn't have to ask 
twice. 

K: [inaudible??] before I was married. 

Sandra: So you lived out there even before you were married? 

K: A year. I was out there a year. And I got tired of working there so I just quit. In 
them days you could quit. You could just pack up and go. Give them 10 days 
notice that you're going and that's it. Of course you know, you worked your head 
off there. $5 a month. Sure, I worked for Mrs. Turner up here. She had 5 kids. I 
didn't know she was going to have one. My sister says you go out there and help 
her. So I went out ... $5 a month and I had to scrub from morning ... with the 
baby's clothes and all that ... on a Monday. You had to go get the water, put it on 
the stove, get it hot, chip that P and G soap and snap the soap in that there and a 
little lye to it and then take that and put it in the tub and start washing eh. Oh my 
hands used to be so sore. 

Sandra: You must have been just a girl? 

K: Seventeen. 

Sandra: I can't imagine my seventeen year old scrubbing anything. 

K: The kids couldn't do it today. I could. Then you had to rinse it and then you 
had that wringer you turned. And then you go outside and shovel your path 
because there was snow - in the winter time, not the summer time - so you'd have 
a path so you can go and hang the clothes out with these wooden pins. Just a 
clothesline, not a pulley on it. Not one that you can stretch out eh. So you go along 
and pin these and leave them overnight. Next day you go, they're stiff eh. So you 
take your fingers and you kind of hold it like that to soften the ice, to get the pin 
off. Sometimes you had to either break the pin or ... because they were wooden eh. 
Wood snaps eh. Or else you take a piece of cloth and it breaks. Then you'd have 
those big Stanfield underwear, you bring them in and they could walk, because 
they were froze stiff. So you stand them up until they get a little soft. 

M: Oh they smelled so nice when you brought them in. 

K: You had a clothesline from one comer of the room to the other and you hung it 
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on that, and if they didn't dry enough, they'd drip. Because frost eh. 

Sandra: And you did that once a week? 

K: Once a week. 

Sandra: A two day job. 

K: But it took a week to get those cracks all healed. I used to put vaseline on it, I 
had mitts on it so they'd get better eh. And then in them days you had to iron 
everything eh. Everything! I used to hate that. And then the tablecloth, because it 
was one of these with kind of a grape pattern on it, big long things. She didn't 
only use it when she had company. But it was linen. You know you had to iron 
with that flat iron off the stove. Have you seen those irons? 

Sandra: Yeah. 

K: So you wet it first. You wrap it up so it's moist. Then you start ironing. Oh my 
God. And you ironed everything. Towels, pillow cases, sheets. I said to her, "I'm 
not going to iron the sheets. I'll just fold them and put them on the table" ... 
because I ironed on the table eh. And by ironing, it flattened the sheets good 
enough. Hankies you had to. And in them days they starched everything, you 
know, made starch and you know what that's like to iron starch clothes? You had 
to wipe them because otherwise the crease won't come out. 

Sandra: So you'd have to make the starch? 

K: Oh yeah, you make it with cornstarch. 

M: Thank God for washers and dryers, electric stoves. 

Sandra: You think about it, a three day job. 

K: In them days the men had those bachelor buttons on their pants you know. 
They're like buttons and you squeeze them together and they stay. The men had 
those braces. And for five kids. 

Sandra: And for $5. 

K: $5 a month. 

Sandra: And that was you worked for her two days a week? 
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K: I worked for her, by the month. I was there for a year I think. Til I was married. 
She didn't want me to get married because she didn't want me to leave. 

Sandra: And you were working every day for her? 

K: Every day except Sunday. And I used to walk into town 7 miles, Saturday 
night. I'd come in and go back Sunday. That's up North Nechako there. It's up 
that hill you know. 

M: Old Summit Lake Road. 

Sandra: Okay. Way out there? 

K: You couldn't get a taxi to go out there because you didn't have the money to 
pay for it. And if you don't pay for it you don't ride. 

Sandra: So you were walking? 

K: I walked. 

Sandra: Even in the winter? 

K: Yeah, in the winter time too. But I didn't come in so much in the winter time. 
Summer time wasn't bad. But you know, the road was narrow them days. It's like 
it had brush on both sides you know and it wasn't paved or anything. There wasn't 
too many bear around. Not like now eh. 

Sandra: You didn't think about the bears too much? 

K: No, no. You just watch what's coming around this comer and what's coming 
around the other corner. 

Sandra: What a life! Lots of memories. This is something I should ask you. 
Did you have a telephone or TV ... 

K:No. 

M: TV at the end. 

K: Oh yeah, at the end there but not at first. 

Sandra: And no phone? 
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K: No phone, no. You had to go to the store or CNR station to find a phone. But 
later on, some of them had phones. Like the office people that worked for the 
office, they had them. You could go to the office. But like the houses didn't have 
any. It all went from mouth you know. This one told this one, this one told this 
one. 

Sandra: Probably just about as fast. 

K: Telephone! 

Sandra: Well I think we've pretty well covered everything. Do you have 
anything else that you can think of? 

K: And you know when the dances were, it was local music eh. People with 
accordions would play. My good friend Pete Marvin, he died eh. He used to play 
the accordion. And Pete Stranberg played accordion too eh. $2.50 a night to play. 

Sandra: That's how much they would get paid each? 

K: $2.50. I don't know if it was together or if it was each. I know it was $2.50. 

Sandra: That's just about what you made in a month working your fingers to 
the bone. 

K: Yeah. In them days, what could you do? The people couldn't afford to pay it. 

Sandra: Well I guess that lady needed help. 

K: They lived on a farm. They made a living off the farm in them days. He hauled 
a few logs to town. He had a team of horses. And he had some cows. It wasn't like 
today that you work at the pulp mill. There was no pulp mill here at that time. 
And I don't think he worked in the ... he didn't work in a sawmill while I was 
there. 

Sandra: Just the farm. So how would they have farmed? Because there was 
not a lot of open land. 

K: Probably hay. They made hay enough to feed their cows. If they had an extra 
cow they sold that. And if they had a pig, they sold that. And that money they'd 
take to buy groceries and stuff. Money wasn't plentiful them days. I remember my 
Dad ... there used to be people coming to the house and they said, "could you give 
me something to eat. I'll chop wood for you". There was no money. 
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Sandra: So it was more an exchange of ... 

M: yeah. 

K: Sometimes they'd work it this way. Some fa1mer would say, "you come help 
me build my barn and I'll help you with something else". There was no money 
paid. You had no money and if you wanted to build, a bunch of people would go 
together and build. 

Sandra: So was your Dad a farmer? 

K: My Dad was a farmer yeah. In a small way, but he made a living on it. But it 
was tough. 

Sandra: I'll bet. 

K: My Dad, he had to work on the highway to pay his taxes off otherwise he'd 
lose his farm, in 1928. And he worked with a team of horses, hauled gravel to fix 
the roads. And they had wooden culverts on those roads in them days. And then 
when the telephone line went from Prince George to Quesnel, my Dad helped 
build those telephone poles, put them up. He didn't put up the wire. Mr. West put 
them up because he was an electrician eh. My Dad had ... I remember those holes 
that they dug to put the poles in. Us kids used to go down there in the early 
morning because you'd see a toad down there, a frog eh. So you'd go down there 
... you were small at that time eh. If I went now I'd stay down there because I 
could never get out. Them days there wasn't much of a road eh. 

Sandra: We'll you're probably talking in the '20s eh? 

K: Yeah in the twenties. 1928. But this has nothing to do with Giscome. 

Sandra: No. I understand that. 

K: There used to be a boat going down called the BX. It used to go down to 
Clinton or somewhere, bring up the mail and take the passengers down, because 
there was not road much eh. 

Sandra: That must have been a motorized ... 

M: A steamboat. 

K: A paddleboat. And then when they went down, there's three big cottonwood 
trees about like that [shows size], and when that thing came in, there's a guy on 
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there, he went out on the platform to get to shore eh, he'd throw a big cable out 
about that big eh [shows size]. Somebody on the shore there would grab it and 
wrap it around the train to hold it so it wouldn't go away. Then you'd unload, put 
a plank down, people get off ... or if they were going to get on, take the mail and 
whatever they had to take off. 

Sandra: That was your transportation. 

K: Yeah. 

Sandra: Now that was close to ... 

K: That's at Stone Creek. You know where Stone Creek comes in, into the river? 

Sandra: Yes. 

K: There's a big hill on the side there. We lived just above that, between the 
railroad track and the highway. In them days it looked big but now it looks small. 
You would never think there was a house and a farm there and a big potato patch 
there. But that creek at that time was not rough like it is now. It was not as wide. It 
was more of a quiet ... not big borders like you see now because they had some 
big dam broke up there you know, with the trees being across the creek. And I 
guess they all came loose and they all went down and caused all that trouble. Then 
after that, Cap Foster, he had a team of horses and Al Young, they used to go to 
Quesnel with a buggy in the summer time and they'd bring the mail up that way 
and whatever you wanted to bring back, eh. Then that boat was not used anymore. 

Sandra: The BX? 

K: The BX. And I think it was ... I don't know if it was once or twice a week, they 
went. 

Sandra: Did that road they used, did it sort of follow the river as well. 

K: Yeah. 

Sandra: The road down to Quesnel? 

K: Yes, some places eh. Not all over. But right by Stone Creek there, that is right 
by the river. Quite close eh. But otherwise it's not. And the road was very narrow. 
You could touch the willows on each side if you wanted to. He had four horses on 
it, light horses eh, like ponies. They could go fast. 
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Sandra: Not a working horse. 

K: If some people wanted to go to town, they'd get on and go with him. 

Sandra: So how far to Prince George was that? How far out of Prince George 
did you live? 

K: 25 miles. 

Sandra: So that would take you awhile. 

K: Oh we lived at Stone Creek. That's 25 miles out there. And then we lived at 
Woodpecker too, that's 28 miles out, by the Collings road, taking off there by the 
railroad track. 

Sandra: I don't know where that is but I have an idea. Well Mae, have you 
got that all? 

M:No. 

K: I know Stone Creek, there's lots of snakes. That hot sand, they'd be there and 
you could see the marks going across that. 

Sandra: Were they all like the garter snakes? 

K: Yeah, and then some time in the summer time you'd see the skin just la yin g 
there. They'd crawl out eh. We never seen them crawl out of it then. Lots of 
raspberries eh. 

Sandra: We used to go out to Francois Lake and there was one area, in the 
campsite we'd stay in ... 

M: Which campsite? 

Sandra: The Birch Bay. 

M: Is it nice there? 

Sandra: It's lovely up there. And there was one hill that was cut open and it 
was very sandy and there's all sorts of snakes out there too. 

K: Because it's hot. 
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Sandra: Yeah, and it seemed to be ... it was on an angle and I guess it would 
have faced the... most day or sun would be on it. 

K: They love to be on a railroad track against the hot iron. The sun hits that and 
makes it hot. Or in the spring time .... the PGE, it used to be going down to ... they 
started from Prince George going out. They laid the track going to Red Rock but 
they tore it all up. This is years ago. And the people used to go ... they'd get on the 
speeder and they'd go with those handcars. If they weren't working they'd just go 
swipe it and go to Prince George eh. Our cows used to go on this railroad track 
and we had to go and get the cows eh, so we'd have to walk on this railroad track. 
There's no trains or anything because they only took it to Red Rock eh, and after 
that they just quit. We used to go in the spring time and God, there would be 
snakes in bunches like that.just wound up. And then they'd go and we'd have to 
jump those ties. Maybe we'd take 3 ties at a time. 

Sandra: Get away from the snakes. 

K: We'd scoot all over. 

Sandra: My kids used to pick them up and ... 

K: I can't stand the snake. Now if I see one I just kind of fall back. 

Sandra: Well ladies, that has been a pleasure. 

M: It was nice talking to you to but I wouldn't go by this map. 

Sandra: I think we should put it in a brochure. Don't you think we should do 
that Kate? 

K: I think so. 

Sandra: Put Mae's map right in there in the brochure. You can keep that if 
you like. I think we've covered all this material. 

K: This looks like the old plank road. It is. Yeah, I walked on that many times. 

Sandra: We'll I'll shut the tape off now because we're done. 

[end of interview] 
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