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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: __ 'R_~'""'/,__W ......... , ..... ll .... i.s-.io,a..=..n __________ _ 
l 

Place of interview: _ __.._V ...... N ............. 6"""--C _______________ _ 

Mailing Address of Participant 

Date: J fb;J 0 0 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specifi6 information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me . 

. // 
/ 

/ /;~ 
Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

tion I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

/ 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may Jbe fOnJ~cted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here) . My name is \<" ~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the abov ofessor. 
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Date: Mon, 11 Sep 2000 09:41:48 +0100 
From: Gail Fondahl <gaf30@hermes.cam.ac.uk> 
To: Greg Halseth <halseth@unbc . ca> 
Subject: Re: Ray Williston (fwd) 

The following text is in the "IS0-8859-1" character set . 
Your display is set for the "US-ASCII" character set. 
Some characters may be displayed incorrectly. J 

Sorry - ignore first note - the attachment was still attached to your 
message. Here are the notes. 

Interview with Ray Williston, 3 August 2000 

Two good quotes before tape started [verbatim]: 
"Very few places were as isolated as this valley" [Upper Fraser] 
"More revolutionary changes took place here then anywhere else in BC" 

McGregor Dam - $50 m - engineering - would solve problems of Fraser flooding 

WAC Bennett Gov 1 t policy 3-fold: provide communication; provide energy; 
handle efficiency of resource utilization 
Book on WAC Bennet - Mitchell (author) 

Problem with legislation - things moving so fast that law-making can 1 t keep 
up. 
This dealt with for years by using order-in-Council - could thus change 
policy day-by-day, as needed 
[corollary here to ukazy/postanovlenie - able to modify in rapidly changing 
political-social-econ environment] 

All Ray 1 s speaches are in UNBC library, he thinks - or UVIC, if not here 
[have someone check] 

"Pulp Chips" - report by Industrial Forest Service. Best report done -[this 
is one we were give] 

Forest Rangers and Union 

Some of first mills -
Giscome - owned by Americans - one of bigger sawmills - even had a planer 
mill [identify this and other such attributes in data base/on web page] 
Sinclair 
Penny 
McBride - 7th Day Adventists - Lamming Mills - Lamming Family 
Loos/Crescent Spur - Liebo (sp?) - Burt was MP. Wilf still around - in 
Vernon. Some of boys - Barry - still in town. Kind of complex history -
Loos had a public school but Liebos built own school at Crescent Spur for 
proper indoctrination 
Dunster - seed potatoes grown - which required isolation . Pete Dubrowski 

Loggers/sawmills 
Farmers 
Trappers - Ruth Flyn grow up in trapper cabin in Hansard. Ferry from Hansard 
to Sinclair Mills 

WWII - 6th Canadian Division - need for lumber for barracks 

Public Working Circles - to control cut of big timber. 
Tom Wright - UBC - Chief forester for Canfor 

Article - "Mr. Williston 1 s education" - western Logging and Lumbering April 
1960 (Ray left us a copy) 
Ian Mahood - (now has Alzheimer 1 s) - had been chief forester for MacBlo -
then consultant 
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Scrag mill - 2 saws, 4" apart 
Pictures in archives of Tom Wright - and info on pulpmill - Ray has 
deposited here. 

Mintes [sp? Mentes?] family - Sinclair Mills 
Evelyn Rahorke [sp?] - Sinclair Mills - completed 12th grade via 
correspondence - mom coached, dad was a cook. Married John Poucette - ALCAN 
- Terrace 

Valemont - veneer 
McBride - plywood - then development here in PG - local kids - John Wasalic, 
Lloyd brothers, Ruth and Don Flynn (still around) 

Some ideas I had coming out of this interview: 

Part of web page - time line of industry innovations and technological 
introductions - and/or glossary? 
(e.g. close utilization; Public Working Circles; different saws, planers, 
Aibull-edger 1 , beehive burner, cats, weight scalingetc.) - with picture and 
sketches/diagrams of latter, and short discussions of rationales. All this 
could be linked with differet interviews, i.e., when Ray metions 
weight-scaling, hot link to note on when introduced 

Another part - or develop for curricular units - questions that one can 
answer by searching through web page 
e.g. - how is London (England), Ingersoll (Ontario) and Prince George 
related? (capital from Reeds/London, white spruce pulp fiber testing in labs 
of Ingersol from PG timber, to evaluate desirability of building pulp 
industry using such fiber) 
Student to do this - develop local history curricular unit based on web site 
- Education/Geog major? PDP-focused student? 

Workstudy History Student to go through Ray 1 s archives 

Find/digitize maps of pulpwood harvesting timber areas 

Develop list of suggested projects relating to Upper Fraser Research for 
classes 

Compare federal regulations vs provincial 

>From: Greg Halseth <halseth@unbc.ca> 
>To: Gail Fondahl <fondahlg@unbc.ca> 
>Subject: Ray Williston (fwd) 
>Date: Fri, Sep 8, 2000, 7:26 PM 
> 

> Gail, 
> I sent this note to Art, and neither he nor I could open a legible copy on 
> PC or Mac. If possible, try to resend or just fax it to me. Hope you're 
> settling in and that Gwynne is enjoying school. All the best for now. 
> 
> Greg Halseth 
> Geography Program 
> University of Northern British Columbia 
> Prince George, B.C. 
> CANADA V2N 4Z9 
> 

> tel: (250) 960-5826 fax : ( 2 5 0 ) 9 6 0 - 5 5 3 9 email: halseth@unbc.ca 



Interview 43a Ray Williston August 3, 2000 

Ray: I don't know where you want to start but I can think, from my standpoint, of 
going after ... looking at this, I thought it was a good idea for people to have some 
kind of an idea of what this area was, how it got started and why it was so 
isolated. And then start building on it, why it built in certain ways and why it 
didn't build in certain ways, and so on. 

Greg: And that's what we think as well, so let's ... 

Ray: Because as I said, I've moved up and down there for the last 55 years and a 
lot of the people I knew very intimately, like the Churches who are still here. You 
must have the Church family documented in Willow River, Percy and his wife. 

Greg: Let's just start that way then. It's the third of August and Laura Ryser 
is looking after the tape recorders. Greg Halseth and Gail Fondahl are here 
from the research team. It's a pleasure to be speaking with Ray Williston, 
former school inspector, minister of Forests, Lands and Water, and 
instrumental [inaudible??] in the region. So let's take that suggestion. Just 
give us some of the earliest thoughts about how this valley came to being and 
your first encounters with it? 

Ray: Originally of course, few people had any concept or idea of the Upper Fraser 
valley. Any time you spoke about the Fraser Valley in British Columbia, people 
assumed it was that area from Hope down to the sea. And hardly anyone realized 
that there was another ... not equally rich but rich Fraser River valley. And it was 
the Upper Fraser River valley that was remarkably isolated for many, many years 
and had no good reason for development because of really from communication. 
The first burst, I guess, that ever happened was the fact that when they put rail 
communication through, in the great rail surge that took place ... and at least 5 
railroad lines, I think, at one time went through Prince George, in the development 
stage; not in the development, in the exploratory stage. And of course one of those 
was along the Upper Fraser River from the area of Jasper today through to the 
Pacific Coast. And once that rail went through, it replaced the only kind of 
communication link that was in the Upper Fraser valley, which few people 
realized, was by boat, and by river boat, and so on. And you moved up and down 
by river boat right from Prince George almost to the headwaters of the Fraser 
River, you could move by boat. But the small river boats didn't induce very much 
in the way of development other than attract pioneering types of people who loved 
to live off the land and live by themselves and not be interfered with. And so that 
nucleus of people were in here when the rail actually got started. Once the rail 
started, you had to have divisional points and one of the divisional points of 
course was McBride, so that engineers and crews, when they started from Prince 
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George and going to Jasper, they went to McBride and they stayed over in 
McBride. So they built a station in McBride and they build a ... I guess the first 
eating facility in the Upper Fraser valley was in the CNR station house where they 
had to feed the crews and they fed anybody else that came along including school 
inspectors. So in latter days, many times I've eaten in the station house in 
McBride. But that's how things generally started. 

The second thing that happened after, in those years, was that the colonization of 
the prairies took place, and with the colonization of the prairies came the farms, 
and with the farms came the demand for building ... well your barns and houses 
and everything else that was required around a farm in those days. And the 
prairies did not have the lumber potential and so on, and so the lumber potential 
developed, started developing to the prairies. People in the prairies were interested 
in having lumber and having it reasonably. So what happened in BC initially was 
down in the Kootenay valley and where the CPR had initially gone through, others 
... Canadian National and the southern routing came through the Kettle Valley 
railroad. The initial thing that spurred those people on, particularly up and down 
from Cranbrook to Golden and so on, was the demand for lumber which 
developed fairly large sawmills in that part of British Columbia. And they 
produced practically all of their lumber went back to the prairie. Well obviously 
the prairie in those days wasn't very sophisticated. As long as they got lumber that 
fairly well met their demands, it didn't have to be very sophisticated either from 
the standpoint of size or finish or anything else, so you had all these rough cut 
sawmills and a few of them established planer mills and things of this nature. But 
you must realize in those days, when they sent the lumber out they loaded it inside 
of boxcars and they loaded every piece piece by piece. There was none of this 
lifting it up by forklifts and putting in a whole bunch of pieces. It was handling it 
out and they just cut the logs up as the size of the timber would determine. So they 
would have 2 x 4s and 2 x 6s and 2 x 8s and bigger things and then they'd have all 
kinds of little things and then they'd have scrap. But in those days they only cut 
the very large logs. They didn't cut any of the smaller logs. And so it was a very 
selective kind of a logging system but it was selective to make sure the other tree 
grew. It was selected to get the odd one that you could use and the rest were 
[inaudible??] as well. That development... the big mills that were around 
Cranbrook and Golden and so on, I guess other developers finally took a look 
along this northern valley of the Fraser River because the railroad was already in, 
and so they started in here. Also with the prairies but also it was coming to the 
time when there was ... the demand for lumber was getting a little bit stronger and 
there was eastern United States and eastern Canada. 

So some of our first mills in this Upper Fraser valley then got started. Giscome 
was owned by the Americans, as your research would have shown, and it was one 
of the bigger sawmills and they even had a planer mill. It started to have a degree 
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of development. And you had Sinclair Mills and you had Penny on this upper 
end. And then gradually you had the Seventh Day Adventist set in at McBride 
and you have the Lamming Mills, which was the major mill on that. And you had 
another semi -religious group that came in from the prairies and started a 
[inaudible??] Crescent Spur, which was the Leboe's who were around here. And 
you can get people who know them well, the Leboe family. Bert was a member 
for ... in Ottawa from this area and the Peace River. And Will is still around down 
in Vernon, I believe. He's still living. And I think Barry ... I think some of the 
Leboe boys are still living here in town. That was it. And gradually as the market 
went .... 

But you must realize that there was the odd farmer came in and took a look at the 
land and so on, and of course, because of the location, and to get out to market, 
there was no way of having any kind of ordinary type of production here if you're 
going to make enough money to survive and so on. There was no animal 
slaughtering facility or no nothing [inaudible??] certain amount of vegetables. 
And some of the vegetables that started were those that required isolation, one of 
which was the growing of seed potatoes around in Dunster and places in and 
around there. Pete Debrowski and so on who had a very good record of 
producing seed potatoes which could be sold for a far better price. Those kinds of 
things were relatively isolated. There was a few there and a few in Goat River but 
not that many more. 

The other types of people that gradually developed were trappers who came in 
with the odd situation and some of those are still around here now. If you've 
talked to Ruth Quinn and so on ... and Ruth grew up in a trapper's cabin in 
Hansard and her Dad trapped every which way and was well known in this 
country but he did all his travelling ... and they did their travelling in those days 
down to Prince George and back, and so on, in riverboats. That was the only way 
from that far up. They could get through [inaudible??] a little bit. [inaudible??] 
current ferry over at Hansard over to Sinclair Mills . That was the end of transport 
in those days, and if you could get by Aleza Lake, you were just dam lucky 
because I notice in some of your pictures, you show some of the logging trucks 
there on planks. In those days I can remember going [inaudible??] with people 
that didn't realize that you'd go in some places on the roads anywhere up to ... 
into the miles, and you'd be travelling on three inch planks and God help you if 
you ever slipped off into the [inaudible??]. 

So that's the kind of development that opened up. The logging was very, very 
wasteful. The selection of timber was ... well they only cut trees diameter breast 
height, which was up here, and they had to be 10 inches or more in diameter at the 
butt and they had to go up to an 8 inch top, and the rest of course was waste. But 
few people realized that even worse than that, from the standpoint of economics, 
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was the fact that nobody thought there should be any logging in the interior. And 
nobody thought that these trees in the interior had any economic value 
whatsoever. And even at the time when I started in forestry, the Chief Forrester in 
the province determined there should never be any tree planting in the interior of 
British Columbia because it was completely uneconomic. There were no 
economic trees in the interior. And they relate this in part to the utilization and to 
the information they got ... they did set up a first experimental station in forestry 
in this whole region. It was set up at Aleza Lake and it was under Larry ... the 
name ... I'll think of it. I'm at the age when names disappear in varying degrees. 
And he came up and started the first major industrial forest service in the whole 
north was set up here in Prince George. And he became really a power onto 
himself and his people are still around and they can give you more. I'll give you 
some of this information as it comes but this is how it really started. 

You must ... before you understand it all, these things and why nothing really 
mushroomed right from the later '20s and all through the '30s and then through 
much of the '40s, nothing very much could go on anywhere for the simple reason 
that you had a major depression in the '30s and there wasn't any money. If you 
had any money, the last place you were going to spend it was up here in the Upper 
Fraser. And then after that came the war and the able bodied fellows got out, so 
there weren't any able bodied people to do any of the development that came 
back. So nothing went on and so there's a whole long ... people, which people 
don't realize, when even after the railroad came in and right up until '45 and later, 
there was really ... in the whole region, there was really no stimulus to get very 
much other than a very meagre type. Nobody was really interested in developing 
anything other than one or two companies which I've indicated here. 

Greg: So would that quiet period have been the time when groups like the 
Seventh Day Adventists came into McBride? 

And those people and even the Leboe's, when they had a religious base to theirs, 
they were people ... both kind of people that looked for isolated spots to develop 
where they .... And the Lamming' s who were very good people and so on but 
they .... and working ... Seventh Day Adventists of course worked a different work 
week than everybody else and so the people that worked with them had to be 
pretty well there. And the Leboe's initially came in and they had a kind of a 
complex. When I first used to go in there they developed their own kind of ... they 
built their own kind of school and they had a ... rather than at Crescent Spur, we 
had a school at Loos and so on. But they built a school for their own 
indoctrination, if you will, right there at Crescent Spur. But that gradually, as I 
say, petered out. 

But there was still no road and still no way to move up and down. So you have to 
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really .. . in looking at the Upper Fraser valley, look at this as to what happened. 
And then suddenly, during the Second World War ... of course they put the Sixth 
Canadian Division was established in Prince George, and suddenly there was the 
Sixth Canadian Division and they had to build army camps and they had to do this 
and they had to do that. There's a stimulation of interest in forestry and other 
matters that emanated out of Prince George right here and got people into the 
business and so on. Well once the war was over and the fellows all started coming 
back, of course that was then, for the Upper Fraser valley, truly was the incentive. 
You had all these people coming back and looking for something to do and there 
wasn't very much to do except, initially in the Upper Fraser valley, was to get out 
and rough cut lumber. I mean you could do that because you could buy a saw with 
a great big saw curve from a quarter of inch type of thing and nobody cared 
whether [inaudible??] the thing. And you could go out in the bush and get a 
timber sale and get started. If you could get it in in those days, for going out east 
and other places in here, they used to bring in this rough cut lumber down onto 
this flat, right here in Prince George, because they called it Planer Mill Road, 
which was down here. And they'd all bring this rough lumber in and they'd plane 
it and get it up and start marketing it. It then, for the first time, became a business. 
But they weren't just shooting out rough cut lumber and no sizing and no 
dimension and no length. It was all random stuff and they stuck it in a boxcar and 
you had a whole row of boxcars down here would be lined up and these fellows 
just forking the stuff in. But gradually as the planer mills came in, bigger 
companies, like The Pas Lumber and so on established a plane plant down here 
and it started to become more sophisticated. 

Well right at that time, when it was becoming that, and getting started in that way 
... of course they only cut certain sized trees, as I said to you, 10 inches on the butt 
to 8 inches on the top. And pretty soon all those big trees just right in close, down 
the valley towards [Camill?] and out towards Giscome and Willow River and the 
Upper Fraser and up north, they started building the Hart Highway and things of 
that nature. All these places suddenly ... and nobody wanted to go any distance 
away from the rail line right or anything else to get the wood, and suddenly they 
ran out of timber all at once, I mean of this kind of timber. And that was the only 
kind of timber that they knew how to cut and these little teeny sawmills that were 
... I think there were about 640 in this district of those things, all over the place, 
piles of sawdust all over the place. In any event ... 

Greg: Now the 8 inches at the top, that was at the top of the stump then that 
was left? That's where they cut it? 

No, no. The top of the stump was 10 inches and 8 inches was the top, where they 
cut off the top of the tree, so 8 inches of the thing was gone. And so to take you 
back historically, the young fellow who was interested in forestry came up from 
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the States, went to UBC to get his forestry ... this is how I really got evangalized 
and how I guess the biggest revolution that's taken place in the industry, certainly 
in British Columbia and Canada, took place right here. For many years all these 
people ... everything dove-tailed together because people were looking for work. 
You'd have people like Larry Degrace and so on who were interested in 
research, and they were running out of the timber that they had and they realized 
that if they didn't look out, they weren't going to have any timber for anything, 
you know. And so we established "public working circles" where they're only 
allowed to cut a certain amount of timber out of the area. So then we had to 
establish a new quota. Well right when this was going on, this fellow that I said 
that came up and took forestry went on and became Chief Forrester for Canadian 
Forest Products eventually - Tom Wright. And when he was going to UBC he 
used to ... he was in ... he had a room and my mother used to provide meals for 
some of these young fellows out near the university, so he along with the registrar 
at the university and a few of these used to have their suppers always at my 
mother's. That's Tom Wright. So I got to know him pretty well. He went on and 
became Chief Forrester of Canadian Forest Products. And one day, at my office in 
Victoria, he walked in and he said, "Ray.what percentage of the wood up there in 
Prince George gets into the boxcar off of the timber sales? What percentage of 
the wood gets in?" I said, "Oh God, I don't know. 50 or 55% of the wood gets in 
the boxcar." And he said, "would you believe it, 25%". The rest is waste in the 
bush and it's planer shavings and it's [inaudible??] blocks. I said, "Tom, you're 
out of your mind. You can't run the industry and use 25% of your resource and 
waste". I said, "you're crazy". Well he said, "that's what it is". So you hear about 
people getting religion. Well I got religion. I was [inaudible??] completely. You 
can't do it. Then I started talking around here for the first time, "God we have to 
use this waste". We shouldn't be cutting anything unless we started using the 
waste in Prince George or we shouldn't be letting them cut the stuff at all. And I 
talked and talked and talked. And I thought, we should develop pulp. We should 
develop pulp and use the waste. Of course everybody thought I was bleery eyed, 
didn't know what I was talking about. I sure didn't know what I was talking 
about, how we were going to do it and so on. And so Harold Moffat, who was 
still at Moffat Hardware was chairman of the industrial committee of the Prince 
George Board of Trade ... and I used to chat with Harold because he was actually 
in on my campaigns, glad I knew him. As a matter of fact he brought me to Prince 
George from the University of Toronto when I was made a supervising principal 
of the schools here. He was chairman of the school board. Brought me here 
initially. So I know him very well. Anyway, I kept talking to him. We had to find 
out. We had to use some of this ... well how much waste have we got? Nobody 
knows how much waste we've got and how much you can use and so on. And so 
he finally got the Board of Trade to [inaudible??] $200 to carry out a very serious 
investigation of how much waste there was in here for $200. And Larry Degrace 
and the Industrial Forest Service agreed to carry out this for $200 and they 
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produced this ... and I think there's another copy. I found it in my business ... how 
if they took all the waste all the way from Hinton and brought it in here, and all 
the waste from our own sawmills and so on, they would be able to produce a pulp 
mill ... or they would be able to feed a pulp mill that would produce over 100,000 
tons of pulp a day, just from the waste. 

I really thought this was how you were going to do it so that's when I started to 
think of how we could do this. Everything kind of fitted into a picture of how we 
could do it. And he had this report and I just got it before I had to make one of 
these speeches in the legislature so I made a speech in the legislature which took 
all this data out of this report, how we were going to have this waste and so on . 
To show you what - I couldn't find all of it - to show you what the people across 
Canada from the Timber Magazine in 1960, they all put out things about how 
stupid this guy was. 

Gail: "Mr. Williston gets an education". 

It goes on and I couldn't find the second page but it shows you. And these were all 
right across Canada when the Timber Magazine went out. Some time you can read 
it, you can find out that they thought I was completely divorced from reality. 
[inaudible??] you can have it when it was there. 

Greg: And like the line that you highlighted, "do I have to point out the 
obvious idiocy in all this?" 

That's right. In any event, out of that came that and we were just getting started 
and I'll tell you everything ... after all everything in those years was booming and 
unbeknown to anybody in British Columbia, when I was talking about this, the 
fibre and the wood in Prince George has special qualities and the people in 
Germany and England and so on were wanting the qualities in this spruce timber 
we have with ... because it's slow growth, it's long fibre, it's strong fibre and very 
valuable as an additive pulp, more use and more valuable as an additive pulp than 
it is in pulp and paper initially. And I learned this lesson the hard way right here in 
Prince George. In any event, we started talking about the need for this and how 
we were going to do it. MacMillan Bloedel had a Chief Forrester who was an 
academic Ian [inaudible??]. He's now got Alzeimer's and it's very serious, but he 
was interested in devices on how you could make this work in a practical sense, 
and that was when we had formed these public working circles, as I said, to 
control the cut of this big timber. But they finally decided if we ... an awful lot of 
the stands in the north here, when we measured them, didn't produce all this great 
big timber. It produced smaller stand timber, and even a lot of it that grew very 
old never did get to that big. So we had to stop all this way of manufacturing 
timber, that we had to do something about it because they used to have .... Even 
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initially when we started running out of the big logs they had what they called 
scrag mills. And then when these scrag mills used to set 2 saws up, maybe 4 
inches apart, they'd run the logs through, these small logs through, and it would 
take off enough for a 2 x 4 and all the side business went off as waste and the 
[inaudible??] was all on. And the tremendous beehive burners, we had them all 
over the country. It was just blazing stuff out and it was all mixed. So the first 
thing we had to determine was if we did make this work, we had to make sure that 
they marked all the trees first of all when they put them in, and after they marked 
them they had to grind up ... not grind up, but convert the other waste material 
back into chips. And then we had to direct these chips to a pulp mill. It all sound s 
pretty simple. None of this even had been developed, even the machinery or 
anything else, to do all this when we were talking this. And then I got out and 
started advocating to the industry, as you've seen in here, that they should come in 
and start developing pulp. 

Besides talking out, I went down to MacMillan Bloedel, which was our biggest 
company in BC and I decided they should be interested in what was going on in 
Prince George, in the area. Oh not in Prince George, Upper Fraser [inaudible??], 
through here and they should come up and take a look at it. So they had a man 
named Jack Prescott who looked over their developments and so on, he looked 
around here and he came back and they called me in and they told me it was a 
complete waste. It was a complete waste and that I was wasting their time and my 
time and everybody else's time and the stupidity [inaudible??]. 

Greg: So MacMillan Bloedel had first shot at the interior and walked away? 

And they had nothing to do with it. And I kept talking and I kept talking and 
eventually, this same Tom Wright ... and those pictures that I've put down here, 
you'll find them in the archives ... that we tried to figure out how we'd get these 
chips and everything else into one sawmill, into one pulp mill, and so that the pulp 
mill didn't compete with the sawmills in cutting up these small trees and just 
grinding them into pulp, you see. And that was a big thing. They didn't want these 
pulp ... if we got pulp mills, that scared the sawmill operators that they weren't 
going to have any more logs to cut and so on and so it wasn't an easy life we were 
living around here at that time trying to get everybody interested. But in any event, 
this same Tom Wright got going and with Larry Degrace, the same one that 
developed the report here, we went out the Mud River Road and out in places like 
this and put rings around and measured all the amount of wood that was in a given 
area besides the trees and arids and so on, and then figured out that if we .... You 
see, [inaudible??] is not coordinated. You have to take it out after. The big 
problem that we were faced with was that nobody put all the money into the pulp 
mill unless they knew where the wood was going to come from to get paid back, 
and everybody thought they were dreaming. Nobody's going to put hundreds of 
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millions of dollars into pulp mills if they didn't have any assured wood supply. So 
we had to get out in these areas and figure out how much wood supply there was 
out there for both the sawmill sized trees and the other sized trees. And if they 
used the other sized trees, they couldn't waste them. They had to use all of the 
trees. So we went out and measured all these things and out of that whole thing 
came the concept of a "public working circle". And the fellow that dreamed up 
how I'd make this work was David Mahood, who was interested in this kind of 
thing and had been a Chief Forrester for MacMillan Bloedel and he'd gone out as 
a consultant. 

To put you back in part of the story, how it goes here, the Northwood, Noranda, 
had mining interests around the area here and like I say, the background 
[inaudible??] they can give you but they watched this development and they 
listened to some of these things and some of their people thought it would be a 
good idea since there wasn't much mining activity here to get into the wood 
business. I'm just trying to think of this guy's name. Everybody knew him 
[inaudible??], eventually developed a mine near Summerland that's been closed. 
In any event, he closed up a big mine, one of Noranda's big mines, and when you 
close the mine up, they all had an accumulation of cash which you'd keep for 
running capital, but if you decide to close it off, that name off to knock it out, you 
see, they had to pay tax and all that. [inaudible??] instead of paying tax, they'd 
rather get into another resource business. So he came along and decided that he 
should get into the sawmill business and he was interested in buying the bigger 
mills in and around here and starting up, like Giscome and Upper Fraser and 
[inaudible??], if they could buy these out. And so when all these were formenting 
and he was starting in here ... because Ian Mahood developed a business we 
should have public working circles that included a number of these sustained yield 
units, which only had a certain cut. And if people changed their cutting practices 
to cut the small trees as well as the big trees, we could put them into what we 
called a pulpwood harvesting area, enough of them together so that when they 
came in, all the chips that came ... and this was [inaudible??] business because we 
only envisioned initially there'd be only one pulp mill ... the pulp chips had to be 
diverted to this one pulp .... So that created problems right off the bat because as 
we started to go this, Tom Wright along with Feld Beildy in Germany and a Dr. 
Klitas from Feld Beildy in Germany, he had been coming to Prince George -
this is how intrigue starts - Dr. Klitas from Feld Beildy in Germany kept coming 
in to Prince George and he came and came and came ... and he used to get down 
in the hotel and stuff and bring these guys together and say "God there's no 
potential here". This is when we were talking about potential. There's no potential 
for pulp around here. And then he'd listen to these guys that were giving him their 
... he was giving them the [inaudible??] so they'd tell him all the reasons why it 
would be good, "I'll write this up and take it back to Germany to tell Feld 
Beildy". His partners who were from Germany on this thing were greatly 
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interested in this. And this is how he started. Now Feld Beildy was joined up with 
Read of England at the time and Read of England were in Canada. But Read of 
England wanted more long fibre pulp for mixing purposes. You see, if you take a 
certain amount of our pulp from here and mix it up with the low grades from the 
tropics, you can get an evener blend coming out of that [inaudible??]. And he 
desperately wanted this kind of pulp and he ... with the Reads wanted it. Feld 
Beildy, they wanted it. And both of ... you know the Bentley's that are in 
Canadian Forest Products are all from mid-Europe and they're close to Feld 
Beildy ... got to [inaudible??] Bentley and these other people who are here with 
Canadian Forest Products, and Tom Wright was already in this group, and 
hearing what was going on in Prince George, and he convinced them. They were 
very reluctant but they convinced them that they'd better take a look at this, and 
they were going on. 

And so this thing all started to jell as they were taking a look at this and whether it 
made any sense. But they ran into a brick wall, as I told you before, because they 
couldn't finance the dam thing. They couldn't get an assured timber supply and 
the people in Europe between this and this and this were short of timber supply 
and they weren't going to do it and they had to have something in writing that 
gave them .... And this Ian Mahood then came in, he developed this pulp 
harvesting area where if people had any of the small wood ... and by this time 
they'd run out of, as I told you, the big wood. But they had to utilize that the same 
way because they used pulp. Now this small wood ... which people used to blame 
me ... but for twenty years, in the Forest Act, they would sell pulp wood size wood 
for 20 cents a thousand board feet. It's before we had cubic feet. But nobody 
picked it up because nobody was building a pulp mill just out of these small 
[inaudible??] and they didn't do it. So it was in the Forest Act. So as this came 
out, we said that in these areas, if they wanted to harvest in here to what we called 
a close utilization, in other words if anybody wanted to cut timber smaller than the 
big [inaudible??], either take it down to one foot above the ground, 8 inches to a 4 
inch top, instead of an 8 inch top, instead of a diameter breast height where it 
funnels up like this, they had to take it a foot off the ground if they wanted it. And 
if they wanted to cut ... if they had a quota in those days, then they had to 
constrain the cutting of the larger logs. And if they earned a quota which gave 
them so much cutting for a year, they could expand it automatically by going to 
what we called close utilization, the CU. You have to remember this all happened 
right here. Everybody in BC was kind of looking at us and wondering where we 
were coming from. But they got them to CU, so the word CU got into the 
vocabulary of forestry. They're on CU and if you were on CU, you had to be ... 
you got 30% more cut in the year but you had to bark all your timber and you had 
to convert all the waste into chips and you had to deliver all the chips 
[inaudible??]. Well this got going and first of all, with the revolution as I told you 
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[ end of side one] 

... if you had to build a sawmill that had a barker, and in the first place cut small 
logs, you couldn't cut them on one of these tables that ran [back of the room??], 
great big saws and great big curves in the saws, you couldn't do that and you had 
to put in barkers and chippers. Well then there is no way that this economy that 
we had here, that went on, all these little bush mills and cut rough lumber, there 
was absolutely no way they could go. So the other thing I had to devise at the 
same time to make all this possible was the only investment that these little guys 
had was these little sawmills. Well the little sawmills had no economic position in 
the world of tomorrow so what does the poor little guy have that he can sell. And 
it worked out that he could sell, and it worked out that all he could sell at that time 
was ... and he had a little bit of a quota. So he sold his quota. And so somebody 
that was trying to gather a number of these together so he had enough wood to cut 
to invest in the new types of equipment from the barkers and the chippers and the 
things of this nature, well he went out and he started buying these quotas from 4 
or 5 or 6 or 7 small sawmills and he put them all together. Then he had enough 
cutting business to be able to finance a barker and a chipper. 

Now when all this was happening, it was getting quite a bit of publicity coming 
out, you see. And we still didn't have any equipment or machinery, something that 
really did the job. And this fellow came up to my office in the Parliament 
Buildings in Victoria and his name is in that book. Some of this stuff translates 
out ... comes into this. You can put the things together. It's in with my wife when 
she did it... and that wasn't a created book ... she used to sit me down and talk 
because she was a wife. She wasn't [inaudible??]. And that's how this book came. 
And then after she died, the people that worked with her on the book decided 
they'd put the pieces together and publish a book, so that's how it's starts. It's not 
definitive. It doesn't indicate all this business. Anyway and that fellow's name is 
in here. But he came up from Oregon and he said, "I've got a machine that's just 
right for your small logs and I've just developed this machine". So I listened to 
him and saw it and I thought, "by God, he's got the machine". If that thing works 
the way you said, now I've got to get somebody to try it out, put some money into 
it and try it out. And the only people I had were these Canadian Forest Products 
here. They were getting into this business and they obviously had to have 
machines, so in their E-bum sawmill down at the coast, they decided to set up one 
of these ... this guy from Oregon to bring up his machine and they'd set it up in 
there and they'd get these small logs and see what they were going to do about 
what they were. And so help me, they finally decided that it would work but there 
was no way they were going to put their expertise on the line to try and put it into 
a mill to make it work. So that's when they decided they had to sell one of these 
machines to somebody out here in the business. 
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Believe it or not, they sold the first one to John Ernst in Quesnel, who was a little 
guy, and he didn't know anything about running these kinds of machines. And 
John really didn't have that much money to experiment with but he was willing to 
start and so he stuck it in. And to follow that story through a little bit further, he 
found out that if you dump these small logs in, well when each log came down 
towards the machine, the machine was running pretty fast, but they had to stop 
everything to figure out the size of the log and then make the adjustments in the 
machine before .... They do it all now by computer and everything else 
[inaudible??]. But in those days, they had to do it all by hand, so every time 
they're running a log, they had to stop and adjust it to the new size logs. To make 
a long story short, the first thing John had to fix up was to build bins and to size 
up all the logs. So he'd let a whole bin come through and they'd all go through at 
the same thing. But this all took time. I mean it sounds when you're talking about 
it, they had to figure this out and then build the stuff. Anyway, those things started 
to go, but just at the same time, I started to with Noranda and BC ... and Canfor 
was interested in going for a pulp harvesting. When they saw that it just might 
work, they were interested in going for a pulp harvesting license and ... that name 
will come to me in a minute. In any event, Noranda in Montreal... in Toronto, 
really weren't interested in getting in the forestry business at all but this guy 
convinced them that they should stick this money that they had in this thing into 
the business. And they finally decided, well if they came in, a company the size of 
Noranda, they weren't coming into a sawmill. They were coming into a pulp 
economy. So the first people that were hired that ran these sawmills and to do this 
... one of them was ... he has died, who was Doug Little. His wife's around. He 
came up from the south Okanagan. 

[Brief interruption in interview - someone bringing something from Gloria in for 
Ray] 

Anyway, to get back where we were with Noranda coming in and they finally 
decided they were going in, well all these things came together. They came back 
to this report, and there was only enough waste in this whole area for one pulp 
mill. Canfor had already made application for having a pulp wood harvesting area 
in this region. We used to hold public hearings and all these things. Hell, this 
public hearing and this were small, everybody got in on the act and we had quite a 
time with it. Noranda then decided that if they were going to come in here at all, 
and Gord was the head of the whole Noranda coming in those days, he decided 
there was no way Canadian Forest Products should be allowed to get started with 
the pulp mill here because they were going to go get a pulp mill. And they were 
using this documentation there was only enough wood for one pulp mill in Prince 
George. Shows how all of us were completely baffled by what actually happened. 
In any event, they tried everything, every which way to stop me issuing a license 
to ... pulp wood harvesting license to Canadian Forest Products. But they'd been 
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working with me so I went through public hearing and I eventually issued one to 
them, but Noranda kept going and they devised a pulp wood harvesting area up ... 
mostly up the Fraser River valley, what you're talking about now. And going there 
and they devised that they would keep going, although they tried in every which 
way that they could to stop me issuing a license to Canfor. However, that license 
was issued and Northwood went on and Northwood also were issued. 

And they sent Ben Renall ,who's at the nursery they've got out there and named 
after Doug himself, he was up. But they came in here and Doug should tell you 
this here. Doug was such ... he was the forester and he didn't think they could 
operate with Canadian Forest Products and he was the greatest winer that I was 
[inaudible??] and he was whining about this all the time. But believe it or not, 
Noranda sent out a very well known forest person, Max Maclaga, from New 
Brunswick who was an expert at getting along with all people. And they brought 
him out here really not to do anything but to become the spokesman to Doug 
Little so they didn't get so much negative stuff. That's just internal as I suspect. 
And I came to know ... he came from Black River in New Brunswick. I was pretty 
close to him and then years later, when I went out to New Brunswick, I went in 
association there. 

Well anyway, getting back to this, we were all going and I finally issued the 
license to Canadian Forest Products and Noranda then started developing. I used 
to do a lot of talking and I said "when are you going to start this pulp mill in 
Prince George". They were going to start construction on the first of September. 
And you must realize, even when you're reading this stuff, that all the people on 
the coast thought these guys in the interior are completely out of their rocker 
because even my deputy minister, who was Orchard in those days, didn't believe 
that there should be any reforestation that ever took place because this was non
commercial timber. He didn't believe there should be even any reforestation up in 
the interior. And our whole concept ... and you must admit that about 80% of the 
production was on the coast and 20% was in the whole interior in that same time. 
Anyway, I got called into a meeting in the Empress Hotel in Victoria with all the 5 
major companies in BC and they said they were doing this for my own benefit. I 
was going to get egg on my face and look very, very stupid. Because they made it 
their business to contact every development firm in the world in pulp and paper to 
make sure who was designing the pulp plant for Prince George. There wasn't one 
line of paper in the world, in any designer's business or pulp mills, in the whole 
world that was building a pulp mill for Prince George. So come the first of 
September I was going to have egg on my face and they just thought I should be 
warned so I can protect myself when this came. So I said to them, "these people 
have done everything they said they were going to do at the time and I guess I'm 
going to get egg on my face because I'll stay with them and see what happens". 
And so on the first of September, a lot of these things got thrown out. If they're 
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out there, somebody can pick them up, put the things together. 

On the first of September out came the news that Read Company had joined with 
Canadian Forest Products and they were going to build this pulp mill in Prince 
George. And so then they had guts enough to tell me that of course they looked in 
all the consulting firms and so on and they hadn't looked in the offices of Read 
Company in London. And the Prince George pulp mill was designed in the 
offices of the Read Company in London. And Read had plants in Ontario in 
Ingersoll and now as they recalled, there was one room in the Ingersoll pulp mill 
in Ontario that had no admittance. There was something private and confidential 
and some of their people that they had contacted had said they always wondered 
why this pulp mill in Ingersoll had this private and confidential room. To keep 
everybody guessing, they cut this ... nobody had ever pulped this western white 
spruce we had in Prince George and they started cutting this western white spruce 
and sending it in devious ways so nobody knew where it came from down to 
Ingersoll, Ontario ... 

Greg: And they were testing it. 

And they tested it. They put it through all the tests for pulp in Ingersoll, Ontario 
for the pulp mill that was here in Prince George. 

Greg: That was being planned in England and they were testing the 
processes in Ingersoll. 

In any event ... I mean this is all the kind of intrigue. 

Greg: Especially since Noranda is looking over everybody's shoulders. 

That's right. And Noranda was doing everybody but they went ahead too and 
Noranda went ahead with development. You may remember with Noranda, and 
they got slowed up because all the technical staff that they brought from the east, 
plus one or two others, that they brought from the east to develop this pulp mill in 
Prince George were on the Canadian Pacific Airlines plane that went down in 
Dog Creek and they all got killed. And that put Noranda ... Northwood back. 

I should tell you another interesting story that's in there. After this mining 
promoter had convinced Noranda that they should go into the forestry business, 
they had a very young controller in the Noranda company that was named Adam 
Zimmerman and they named Adam Zimmerman - because he was just cutting 
his teeth with the company and he didn't have to learn anything about anything 
else, he might as well learn something about forestry - and so they put him in 
charge of Northwood, which they called their pulp venture out here. And I 
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remember the first time Adam came to my office in Victoria, mad as [inaudible??] 
that the company was giving him this kind of inferior position to come and 
develop this forestry business in British Columbia. But if you followed Adam 
Zimmerman's career as it came, he became the top forester in all of Canada and 
eventually was in the position when he brought MacMillan Bloedel and a few 
other things along. But Adam started out that way right here in Prince George. 
And finally, when I was ... this is off the beat a bit ... when I was off in the east, he 
used to make ... when the New Brunswick government took me over for awhile, 
and he was interested in expanding that from Toronto and he would get in touch 
with me and say he was coming back to look at any prospects in New Brunswick 
and so on, and so on, and so on. And I had a few ... I was working with the 
government... I had a few I was trying to sell myself so I was anxious to have him 
out there and took them all around including Doug Little [inaudible??], and 
others from New Brunswick, and then he finally went home this week with all his 
crew and he phoned me up and he said, "thanks Ray for showing me all around". 
The one I didn't show him around was Frasier's, the big one in New Brunswick. 
And he phoned me and he'd find out Monday morning whether I'd bought 
Frasier's and thanks for all the information ... 

Greg: A little scoop on the competition. 

In any event, on it went from there as it started. And once the thing went and once 
we got things rolling, all of BC then ... this fellow then from Oregon who I told 
you came up with his chip and saw, which they called the chip and saw when they 
got started .... It's unbelievable how coincidence played a part in all of this as it 
was going along. Just as he came up, within a matter of weeks, Canadian Car 
and Foundry came in from the east and said that development is taking place in 
British Columbia that they wanted to develop in BC and did I have any 
suggestions what they should do. I said, I sure do. I want to get this ... and get it 
and so on. So Canadian Car and Foundry again, if you noticed what happened, 
not one thing happened from coastal ... except the Canadian Forest Products, 
and they were ostracized pretty well by the rest of the companies on the coast 
which were the forest companies in BC. And bent their nose. They were pretty 
well ostracized from all the rest of them, at the time, for coming to Prince 
George. 

In any event, they went on and to put that story through, that went through and 
they became the biggest single development in the chip and saw in all of the .... 
Every time they computerized, they did everything with a chip and saw and so in 
the small wood handling, that became the big thing in the world. And they had 
world wide ... and before that, the Finns were world wide thing and then 
[Kockum's??] from Finland came over and bought Canadian Car and 
Foundry and they ran that. So they still have it but it was all development when 
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they came here. But those units went along and moved. Anyway, that's on pulping 
and as it went because once it started in Prince George, this is the biggest single 
centre for market craft pulp in the western world. It's right here. And the biggest 
expansion in pulp in the western world took place right as home as all that, in the 
backyard, right here in Prince George. And when we thought there was enough 
pulp mills for then, at last count there's two in Quesnel, there's three in Prince 
George and they've all followed well. Feld-Buely came in with Intercontinental 
here and they were in when Klidas ridas was in on the first one. As a matter of 
fact, when Klidas ... when we opened the Prince George pulp here, he came and 
put his arm around me and said "look at all the wonderful poplars around here and 
the next thing they have to be doing is with the poplar", he said. You have no idea 
of the colossal errors and so on. Everything ... people outside think that this ... 
people don't take a chance and it's awfully interesting. 

When I walked into ... after, in the design of the Prince George pulp mill, I 
walked up on the wood room deck ... you see, when they developed all this and 
they put in millions of dollars in wood rooms and so on, they still ... neither in 
Northwood nor Prince George pulp,did they believe they were going to get any 
chips. They didn't know they were going to get any chips so they built these huge 
wood rooms that would enable them to make chips themselves out of the small 
logs, you see. And this is all uncoordinated but they didn't take it out. The first 
thing we had to learn was how to pile chips. They went out and started a pile of 
chips and they didn't know anything about the piling of chips. Nobody had ever 
piled chips in BC, and particularly when you've got frost in the winter. In any 
event, they all went into heat and it went black. And Northwood had a little bit 
better ... they were able to throw away, or they had soggier ground over there. I'm 
not quite sure why but they had these immense piles of chips that all went black 
and deteriorated the quality of the pulp. But the Read people in England who paid 
for the chips and they made them, they put out lower grade pulp here for pret near 
the best part of the year until they used up all those others, and learned how to 
aerate and to transfer and to keep the pulp mills alive. But Northwood, right off 
the bat, said to hell with that and they bulldozed all of theirs off and made that as 
the base for where they stored the chips. Northwood's [inaudible??] individually. I 
mean all that ... everybody thinks it's easy but it all takes .... 

And the next thing we learned about handling chips ... in the winter time they all 
froze in the railcars and when you put them up in the dumpers, it froze to the side 
and they wouldn't come out of the dumpers. And they had to put heaters inside of 
these metal cars to squish the chips down and every one of these things slowed 
things up and cost money. 

Greg: A giant industrial experiment. 
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It was all carried out here and this is one thing I meant ... from Larry and this book 
that I'll give you then. For one pulp mill... there's the two in Quesnel, there 's the 
three in Prince George, there's the two in Mackenzie at the present time, plus 
there's another expansion in Hinton because he went all the way across to Hinton 
and then he went across this way. But these pulp mills this way either got 
absorbed into Kitimat or they became Prince George so they didn't develop. 
Even originally though we had some for Houston. And Consolidated Bathurst 
from New Brunswick came in there and they had to wait and that was finally 
taken over by Northwood. And it's still two of the best ... people don't realize, 
two of the best sawmills in British Columbia, even today, are in Houston: one's 
by Weldwood and the other is by Northwood. The two mills there are about the 
most efficient mills we've got. Anyway, but that's how that ended it. Now these 
started branching out. 

The other thing in forestry that again comes and started in this Upper Fraser valley 
in part was nobody noticed too much about .... and again I didn't come prepared 
and my memory is starting to go. Suddenly one day in Valemount, an elder man, 
well on his 50s, fellow landed in there on a railroad with a railroad car of 
machinery and unloaded the basics for a veneer plant and decided he'd look at all 
this timber. He hadn't talked anything about acquisitions or anything else, but 
that's .... And everybody thought he was from Mars anyway and he was going to 
cut veneer in Valemount. But he started one of the first veneer plants out in 
Valemount, and that interested people in Alberta who are in the plywood 
business. And they came out and established in McBride ... Alberta people in 
McBride. And then a bunch of kids I had in school, when I was in highschool, 
who all got into forestry in various ways, decided, by God, if these guys can cut ... 
make plywood and cut veneer and so on, then we can do it here. And the whole 
thing was developed down here on the flat with Don Flynn and the Winfield's 
and all these local kids. And the fellow who designed all the electrical gear and 
put it in this plywood was John Mossowick, one of the kids that had grown up 
with all these other kids in highschool. The Lloyd brothers were in it and Don 
Flynn was one of the top people in it. He's died and gone but I think Marie 
knows about as much anything. She's still around here. As a matter of fact she's 
quite interested in the university here. Not Marie. Marie is her older sister that I 
had in the school board office. Esther's the younger sister. These are the kids that 
grew up in Hansard. 

Gail: You mentioned Ruth before. Is it Ruth? 

Ruth. Ruth can likely tell you as much about this anyone because Don went into 
it. Then they sold out. She's got a little [inaudible??]. They sold out to 
Northwood. When they started, when those guys started, a lot of people thought 
the only place you could make plywood in BC was down at the coast and the only 
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wood you could make plywood with was with fir. As a matter of fact, Weldwood 
started ... interesting story about the [bank??]. Weldwood started and put that fir 
plywood plant in Quesnel originally and John Benny, he was the head of 
Weldwood in those days, finally came to me and said, "you know, if we' re going 
to keep this plant going, you've got to assign all the fir because the fir has to be 
assigned to the pulp mill and to the plywood plant in Quesnel or we can't 
operate". And I said, "well that's too bad. I guess you're not going to operate. 
There's no way I can assign you all this fir to your mill here. I can't do it". So he 
went away and then back in the research in the eastern United States, they worked 
out the problems of making plywood using spruce because it all had to do with the 
moisture content and the growing of panels and all this kind of stuff. And they 
resolved the problem back there and that became the biggest spruce plywood plant 
coming out from industrial plywood that was any place. As I say, these things 
were all new. Anyway, you haven't asked many questions but that's just some of 
the background. Some of the things you're interested in. Maybe you're doing the 
research, I've been doing the talking here. 

Greg: It's just fascinating listening to the story unfold, especially the thing 
that we're most interested in, in the way so many things have to come 
together at the same time and place. Sometimes by plan, sometimes by 
chance. 

There has to be enthusiasm and there has to be ... which has happened here, there 
has to be coordination and right at your provincial development. An interesting 
thing which I think has happened to forestry, which hasn't to do ... has something 
to do with here, is in all this time that this was going on ... I've never enunciated 
this before to anybody in my life, but all this time that there were still changes 
going on, whether it was pulp wood harvesting area, public working circles, and 
whether you do this or whether you cut your timber [inaudible??] size, another 
thing I had to do earlier ... I just have inserted in here earlier because it's all a part 
of this ... there was no way we could scale the timber properly because I think I 
started to tell you about up here in the Fraser, in your Fraser river watershed, 
where we had one of our greatest scandals was with Leboe sawmills. Up here it 
was on the scaling of the wood. And of course we used to make the cheque by 
taking the amount of timber they shipped by carloads against the amount of timber 
they'd scaled going into the sawmill, trying to figure out what was going on but 
because the coast controlled logging in BC. They ... and they had to scale ... in 
those days you scaled a log from one end and the scale tapers were all based on 
how trees grew on the coast. So Leboe's suddenly decided if you took ... our 
timber here has greater taper you see, and their timber has very narrow taper, and 
if you took the length of the log with a very narrow taper from a 4 inch top up 
here, you hardly had anything in the log, whereas ours was going like this and they 
had all that back end. And so when they finally got through the court case ... of 
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course the court case was ordered down, they just followed the thing of taking 
advantage of something that nobody knew anything about. And then so we had to 
change it all and the way to change it ... and you couldn't have guys going out 
because they ran up and down booms and they started using these small logs to ... 
they couldn't run up and down booms to do it. So that's when I dreamed up ... and 
I did have, with the help of Crown Zellerbach, a weight scale for logs. Then the 
next thing you had to do was when you're weight scaling, which people don't 
realize, if the timber grows in a wet boggy soil, you'd have far more water content 
than when it grows in the [inauadible??], so it's far heavier. So then we had to 
make it that every tenth load coming off had to be spread out on the ground and 
they detailed ... scaled every tenth load that came in, and then they related that 
scale to the weight of the wood that was coming off to keep a check. But that's 
when we put in all the scales that was all around the country. And that ended all 
the other fight which we had .... 

Of course there was always was the people got paid before on the board measure. 
In fact they had all the loads, you see, the scale of the board measure. Of course 
there was many fights about that. The poor old trucker got bilched by that. Often 
times he ... but once we put it all into weight, the truckers got paid by the weight 
so that problem disappeared. And then also when you're going on taking it to the 
4 inch top, we used to always cut the logs 16 feet or something out in the bush. 
With the saw logs you see sometimes 20 logs. Then they started going to tree 
length, then along with tree length logging and so on, and the small wood, you 
couldn't gather them together with all these fellows, much as you gathered them 
together and picked them up and set them on a truck. And then all wood 
developed up here were all these ... if you went through everybody, they 
developed a new kind of cutting device to cut these things off a foot from the 
ground. We had shears, we had chains, we had everything you could think of. 
Every company came out with a new device for a thing for that. And then you had 
to have projections put up the tree when you brought them down so they didn't 
break, when they had tree [inaudible??] logging. So that was another whole 
industry here that ... a lot of it was developed right here around Prince George, 
the change in the equipment. And all this machine [inaudible] 

Greg: All of a sudden the equipment ... they encountered the need for .... 

That's right. Many of it was developed here and we ... then they carried that all 
around because then instead of sawing on a carriage, even sawing big logs, sawing 
without a carriage, they started sawing all these ... with what they called a blue 
edger, up to about 10 or 12 inches on those saws and they just ran the thing 
through on precision. Another thing that developed here at this time, which people 
didn't realize, when we were on .... [close hue??] and got us into fights, there was 
a ... we used as a check basis, there's a number of ... when we changed over to 
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weight scaling, we had to change over to cubic feet. When we changed over to 
cubic feet, still an awful lot of the relationship is tied up with board foot measure 
at the same time so you had to establish your relationship between cubic and 
board foot measure and how good a sawmill it was, what they've got. So a lot of 
them were way down and they got 5 board feet from a cubic foot. That put the 
emphasis on saw blades and the firmness of holding the timber, cutting it straight 
and the lack of taking off excess amounts in shavings. So all that came together. 
Funny, the narrow curve high string, those band strungs, high string narrow curve 
band saw, and the guy perfected that down here at 100 Mile. They were brothers. 
And they finally came out with ... for getting eight to the cubic foot, 8 board feet to 
the cubic foot, in the conversion against people that had ... we used to had .... We 
used to look ... in charging them, I kept moving it up to 6 and then they had to get 
... if they didn't get ... on a cubic foot, if they didn't get 6 Y2, that's what it had to 
be, and I charged them on the basis of the stumpage to get that out of ... so they 
had to be running the plants. So we checked all plants to get it because if some 
guy was getting only 5, we charged him over. It was wasting timber, you see. But 
when MacMillan Brothers, at Lone Butte, when MacMillan Brothers at Lone 
Butte came up with a high test narrow curve band saws and precision cutting and 
they got that thing up to 8 and everybody was giving me such a bad time when 
they got out that it cost me $5000. I had to take one of the forestry professors from 
UBC and take him and scale every log up [inaudible] and all the board feet that 
came out of it relative ... confirmed that they could cut. But the big thing was that 
once everybody knew about what was going on and when they got it, we never 
had any fights or incrimination. If that was it and they could do it then we better 
change our thing here as it goes. 

Greg: Well there's money in efficiency. 

I'm going to have to take a moment. See a man about a horse. 

Greg: Sounds good. Let's pause. 

[Brief break in interview] 

... or it wouldn't have worked, in so far as this valley is concerned. And this was ... 

... we had as policy, when you're talking about policy in government, and both of 
these things affected this valley. Our policies were three-fold mostly up in here in 
the north. One, you had to provide communication. Two, you had to provide 
energy. And three, you had to handle the efficient utilization of the resources. And 
once you did your job, and from the government policy standpoint, get out of the 
road and let the other guys do it. And so the other element ... none of this even 
from the pulp mill because all of this was going on at the same time, they 
wouldn't have ... at that time, when we started, if they couldn't see a reasonable 
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cost electrical energy they wouldn't have started either. So when all this other 
stuff was going, when we were starting on the Peace River Power Development 
and the Peace River Power Development got to the stage of ... well all this was in 
the stage of being committed and going at that time and it was coming down 
through Prince George .. . and Prince George was made ... you've got the evidence 
of it up here in the hill. The first big break down for the transmission of power is 
up on the hill here in Prince George so it breaks it down so that you can utilize it 
in this area. It caused me a lot of embarrassment when I was in public life because 
that transformer station you know, up on top of the hill you know, all that they 
would say, you know Williston is out again and Williston's blown it [inaudible??] 
transformer station up here. But that, for going east and west and so on, and 
transferring it up and down ... and also, with the power development that's come 
with the Peace, enabled it to put the power connection all down the Upper Fraser 
River valley and had the power source behind it to make it go So if the Peace 
River hadn't have gone, you know, at that time the incentive ... right from the 
development of the demand for the product which was in Prince George with the 
pulp and with the other stuff and so on going, and then the communication with 
the road which is all ... the whole ... the building of the road, and that wasn't the 
easiest thing in the world. 

The first ... to get that major route through here, I remember the first thing ... they 
started locating roads through aerial surveys and map surveys and things of this 
nature. And one of the first detailed ones, the road surveys, ever done from aerial 
photography was done with this road through to .... They eventually had to get 
down because the big thing that you can't get from aerial photography was soil 
condition and you have to have the soil condition every step of the way. But in 
any event, it speeded up the process of getting the road. And then the next thing 
that speeded it up, we agreed ... you may not know, we'd build the whole road and 
we wouldn't put any ... I think it's the only road that's ever been built, major 
highway, that's ever been built without any bridges put in. We never put a bridge 
in that thing. We felled trees across it and people came up to the place where they 
had to have a bridge and they went down and got across on a pole bridge and 
came up the other side. And the reason behind that was the cost of the bridges. It 
meant that it would have slowed up the whole business of getting enough money 
so you can get it. So we finally sold the Department of Highways and the rest to 
stick these things and don't put any bridges in and let's get us a decent road 
through to McBride, and then as the years go on, stick the bridges in, and speed it 
up. So that speeded up the development of the ... 

Greg: So the current Yellowhead highway then, that's this process that 
you 're talking about? 

That's right. 
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[end of side two] 

Gail: What happened with the ... how did the decision to build it through 
here rather than through these communities that were already existing come 
to be? 

It's terrible soil conditions through here. God I used to get bogged. Aleza Llzke 
and up to Sinclair Mills and all through there and all down there and up to 
Hansard, boy, the soil conditions were such ... they were just terrible. 

Gail: Was there much pressure from the communities to do it that way? 

No, no pressure at all. They either came out and joined it or so .... They were just 
anxious to get something through because even from the ... I guess the bigger 
newer ... Upper Fraser was one of the newer sawmills and Cecil Claire who was 
in charge of that. But each ... well Sinclair Mills, some of your social and your 
other thing that you likely haven't got in there and you're in this and I didn't .... 
the cook at Sinclair Mills was John Rahorka at the sawmills there. And Mrs. 
Rahorka ... oh gosh, this is another thing that you should get in your .... Okay, I'll 
finish this one. She coached with correspondence school as well, her family, 
through and Evelyn got her Grade 12 out there at Sinclair Mills and then when 
we develpped senior matric here in the [inaudible??], Evelyn came in and Evelyn 
took the Lieutenant Governor medal or something here in Prince George and we 
just started our senior matric ... she took ... she and her brothers have been a part 
of Industrial Forest Services here in Prince George. But she finally married 
John Pousette and he was the land man initially for Akan when Akan was 
developing for Kitimat and all that thing, so they've been living in Terrace now 
for years, John ... and they're behind this [inaudible??] right there, there's 
something in this still to this day. But all the thing, when you talk about this 
valley, the prime people ... as soon as we came and really developed the 
highschool here after the war, right after '45- '46 and so on, then McGillvary was 
the manager of the sawmill at Penny and he wanted a place for his kids to stay in 
Prince George and so when McGillvary got going and the people in Sinclair 
Mills and all their families ... the Min ties are around here and they were in 
Sinclair Mills ... and their families, particularly Sinclair Mills and Penny, and to 
a lesser degree Aleza Llzke, they got behind me, really gave me a bad time. There 
was no place for kids to stay and that's where we developed the first school 
dormitories in BC, we developed as a result of this, your Upper Fraser river 
valley. 

Greg: Now where was that highschool in Prince George? 

Right where the administration ... that's when I came from Toronto and that was 
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my highschool. It was a brand new highschool. It had just ... as a matter of fact I 
came here ... again this is tied up with your Upper Fraser Valley. Willow River, the 
principal and with Harold Pennington of the highschool and Tom Carmichael 
was the principal of the elementary school in Prince George, and apparently ... I 
don't know this so much ... apparently the two of them didn't get along to well 
and they argued and bickered and so on and the poor old school board had to sit in 
between the two of them and resolve the problems they were having in 
administration. And it was just at the time when the big school districts were 
being ... Max Cameron was carrying out the Max Cameron report. When he 
came around here, in Prince George, he .... You see the mayor was on the school 
board and Bill Kriskie ... Kriskie had a sawmill just out the road here on the way 
to Shelley, and then there was another big mill at Shelley too in those days. 
Anyway, these people at Willow River, the sawmill there, and all those people got 
at me to put up this ... or get a school dormitory. So we had the first school 
dormitory in British Columbia right here in Prince George, to get the kids mostly 
.... And then they all came in from out here and came in and stayed in the dorm 
which was over here for years, which we brought in. We went out and 
commandeered the building out here at the army camp. If we could convert ... we 
had a maintenance department in those days, Harry Bailey, and so we went out 
and occupied the building and before we had received any approval from the 
federal government to take this thing over and anything else .... And then I decided 
that the people would go in, if they knew some of these buildings were going, then 
they'd steal the washbasins and the toilets and other things so we took all the 
senior highschool boys out on a weekend, on a Friday, and they all had to bring 
tools and they went in and removed all the toilets and all the removable equipment 
that was in these buildings and brought it in and put it in the rifle range. And this 
building, the administration building, the only rifle range built in a highschool, 
this is near upper Fraser, part of your history. It was built in the war time and it 
was the only highschool in British Columbia built with a rifle range in the 
basement. And the rifle range is still in the basement. If you want to go to that 
school one day and ask them to take you down to see the rifle range .... But I never 
used it. 

Getting back to Max Cameron ... to tie this story together, getting back to Max 
Cameron, they talked to him how to get over this and he kind of suggested to them 
and agreed with them that they should put some fellow in charge of all their 
schools and let him resolve all this because the mayor and sawmill operators like 
Kirski and all these fellows, they didn't have the time to iron out these problems. 
And they also had ... none of them got paid anything in those days and the school 
board secretary treasury, he just did the books and so on. That's when they 
determined they were going to have a supervising principal of schools, and that 
was another first that they had outside. And I happened to just get out of the air 
force and was in Vancouver when Max had just finished his ... Dr. Cameron had 
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just finished his report and the fellow I talked with before the war, with the 
superintendent of schools, and one day had a teacher's convention and he 
suggested that this position was coming up in Prince George, I'd better look at it. 
So I was thinking of going to the university of Toronto and taking some graduate 
studies and the advertisement came out and I applied there, and on the same day 
the advertisement came out for the principalship of the Penticton highschool, and 
I decided to take a wack at that one too. I used to teach in Princeton before the 
war. So I was pretty young and I went to the interviews and boy they were so 
tough on me, these interviewers, and I was so young, I couldn't handle all this and 
so I just packed it up and took off and went back to the University of Toronto, got 
back there, got all signed up, and I got both jobs on the same day. And everybody 
to this day thinks I had holes in the head for choosing Prince George instead of 
Penticton. But I had remembered teaching in Princeton and I knew quite a bit of 
the staff in Penticton, and I knew they wouldn't listen to me at my age and what 
their age was so I decided I'd go for Prince George, which was the best decision I 
made in my life. 

Greg: So as a superintendent then, you had opportunity then to visit all these 
towns long before the boom time started and you were ... 

Oh yeah, yeah, yeah, because I was largely instrumental in a large part of the 
boom that finally took place. But I knew all these people pretty intimately and I 
knew the situations that existed you know. 

Greg: So in terms of the towns now, before the changes started, there was the 
highschool in Prince George that the kids would go to, did most small places 
have a small school or some place for the children? 

Yeah they all had small one room schools except McBride. McBride had a 
highschool, a very limited highschool. But it was just in McBride and Prince 
George. There weren't any ... and most kids ended their school in Grade 8. There 
were very few in those days came in to Prince George to highschool. 

Greg: They'd do grade 8 in the small ... 

Yeah. And it used to ... in the old days, which you may not remember, they used 
to write provincial exams at the end of grade 8. They used to have provincial 
exams. But nobody .... we .... I think in all the people going to university, when I 
came up here in '45, God we had a handful, maybe 3 or 4, I could name 3 or 4 
kids from town that ever got in university. And that was after the war. 

Gail: And would most of these schools just have one teacher for the whole 
grades? 
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One teacher, yeah. 

Greg: And the teacher would have been trained as a teacher? 

Oh yeah. 

Greg: He or she would be accredited? 

Well some of them. Some of them weren't. Because my first job as a 
superintendent, I was up in the Peace and I had some in Grade 10 ... as a matter of 
fact, within the last week, they asked me to write up some things about them and I 
can remember one teacher had two daughters and I went up north of the Peace to 
examine the school and I got there at lunch time and asked where she was and she 
was out gathering wood. She needs it for where she's staying so she wasn't there 
and I went over to the log cabin with a dirt floor and one of these tin stoves in the 
middle and very rude things inside of it and when the teacher came on, I find 
they'd gone to normal 15 years ago and physically and mentally she had just 
evaporated. It was terrible. It was one of my worst experiences. But I had kids in 
Grade 10 up there that their education, to keep the school.. .. I had lots of 
experiences in that. I had one teacher down ... well we had ... nothing had 
happened and we had a teacher at Longworth, we had one at Penny, they didn't 
have one there. I had a teacher at Goat Creek, a teacher at Loos, and a teacher at 
... as a matter of fact when I was there, it was there at Loos and the kids walked 
from Crescent Spur to Loos. They didn't operate a public school there. And then I 
had the school at Lamming Mills and McBride and the senior kids from 
Lamming Mills went in to McBride, to the school there. And then we had some 
more down on this end of the ... 

Greg: Dunster? 

At Dunster, I had a school at Dunster. Things that went on ... this has nothing to 
do with this because this has intrigued me for .... When I got talked into going into 
public life up here I had no interest in politics, but it was our problems in 
schooling and all this, the people decided I couldn't do very much in Prince 
George. I'd better go down. So they finally talked me into letting my name go for 
nomination. I had never belonged to a political party or had any interest in politics 
and so on. Finally, when I was nominated, there was a very good socialist down 
here in Dunster. Everybody knew him. He was kind of a recluse but he was real 
special and he was very polite and he had to have a public meeting down here and 
I didn't know very much about what I was doing and so when I got to the end of 
the other questionings, then he got up to answer and he had all these papers. I 
guess everybody in the place knew except me that he could really steer me into a 
comer philosophically-wise and so on. So he just got started and the lights went 
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out and nobody could figure out what happened to the lights. And the light came 
from a farmer's place and he was in there at this same time. He had one of these 
old turbines on the creek you see, provided the light. Anyway, and the evening 
had got on, this guy waited quite awhile for the other things so all the rest of the 
people just got up and walked out. But I never knew in all the years who in the 
heck turned off the lights. I mentioned a name to you here that grew seed potatoes, 
Dobrowski from Dunster. And last Christmas he wrote me a Christmas card and 
admitted that he was the guy that shut off the power. 

Gail: Saved your bacon, eh? 

Anyway, I had some other ... in Tete Jeune Cache I had a ... 

Greg: Was there anything at Croydon? 

There was none at Croydon and at Tete Jeune Cache I had one ... and there was a 
one room school at Valemount in those days and that was the end of my ... 

Greg: So there was a highschool at McBride and Prince George? 

That's all. 

Gail: When the kids started coming into Prince George for their highschool, 
did the parents pay for that or how was that handled? 

Oh yeah, when they stayed in the .... oh yeah. I forget what it was. It was a very 
nominal amount, something like $20-25 a month, I think. And it was all run ... I 
mean the kids had to do all the dishes and the cleanup and it was run by an old 
Scottish lady, Mrs. Yost, and she ran it like a .... And Mrs. Houtaling, the 
Houtaling' s were around here, but they were the cooks and the whole thing but 
everybody had to make their own beds, do their own laundry and do all the dishes, 
and do the sweep ups, and [inaudible??]. All of us got in on it and if anything 
went wrong, either I had to go up there and fix it or the maintenance man or 
something. I always remember a kid from Willow River, no Giscome. A Japanese 
boy from Giscome and he came in and something had gone wrong with the 
furnace an d I got up and I tied a handkerchief with 4 knots and so it fit over my 
head and climbed inside the furnace and came around, I was just standing near the 
door and this Japanese boy ... I was standing there and he grabbed me and he's 
"Jiggers, Williston's here". Kidded him for years. Barbara Harkin's, the Bob 
Harkin's here, he went to the dorm. There's all kinds of kids from around here 
that went. And I said McGillvary, her father, was one of the .... and the 
Rahorka's from Sinclair Mills, were the people that applied the pressure and we 
went in. But we didn't have any approval ... when you're talking about 
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government approval. We didn't have any approval for this. I should tell you this 
story too. 

Greg: All interesting precedents for a man who went on to be ministers in 
subsequent elections. 

That's right. I'll tell you the rest of that story too. We did all this and we didn't 
have any approval so when I was over the top of the school board office and the 
whole thing ... you see we had to jiggle the books to pay for putting ... there wasn't 
an education ... to bring this dormitory in and to start it up and to start all this 
thing. But the rumours were getting around that something was happening up here 
so in due course, the minister and the superintendent of education decided to pay 
us a visit and they came up here. And the superintendent and the deputy minister 
was a former ... in the first world war, he was a colonel so he always maintained 
his interest. And as I told you before, this was the only highschool that was built 
with a rifle range and being a first world war veteran he had to see this, and down 
in the basement had all these damn toilets and basins and everything else. And no 
approval had been given for anything of this kind but he insisted he had to see the 
rifle range. And they came down and they walked in. If you ever get down there ... 
and they walked right through to the back end, there was an exit out the far end, 
and they never said a word. But in due course, they came to me and said, some 
months after, and said that I'd better apply to become an inspector of schools ... in 
those days, not a superintendent. Gosh we had so many things going and I had this 
half in the middle and half of the things ... there was no way I could pick up and 
become an inspector of schools. So I just took it as a grain of salt and so on. But 
in those days, I guess it was almost a word from God, if you get this admonition. 
So they went through all the process, preparing all the stuff for announcing my 
appointment as an inspector of schools, and at the last minute they woke up and 
found out I hadn't even applied for the job. They really raised Cain and said if I 
didn't apply the next year, I never would get into the Department of Education, so 
I decided I needed that experience. So the next year I did apply. 

Greg: An offer one couldn't refuse. 

And then I became an issue in BC civil service politics because I had to take a 
quite a severe salary cut to become an inspector of schools - from being the 
supervisory principal of schools around Prince George and being in charge of the 
office and so on. So that ... I benefitted all inspectors of schools in BC. Anyway, 
you better ask the questions. I'm doing the talking. 

Greg: One of the things that came up very near the beginning when you were 
talking about the small sawmills that individuals or families were setting up 
throughout the area, you mentioned that they had a quota or some kind of a 
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license for cutting the wood. How would they have gotten that and what 
would it involve? 

When they were started, and when we went ... as I indicated we were running out 
of larger size wood and we determined that we would have to put ... stop allowing 
that to be continued to be expanded. 

Greg: So that earlier cutting of the large trees, that just happened without 
any timber licensing or ... ? 

No, no, you bought a timber sale and then you cut that timber sale and then you 
bought another timber sale. That was the first time we took a look at the total 
inventory. As a matter of fact, we took the total inventory by photogrammetry of 
the province and worked it back as to what the cuts should be. And then once we 
had an idea, then we ... two or three things diverge here, but in any event, I learned 
a strict lesson very quickly. One of the first places we had to control was down 
around the 100 Mile House and the fellow down there who is very prominent 
today, Dave Ainsworth, of Ainsworth Sawmills - they got the oriented strand 
wood cuts, some of the best that are around - but Dave was around there at this 
time and I said to the people there, til we get this thing worked out, just hold your 
cut exactly where you are for this year because I'm trying to determine how we're 
going to regulate this. To make a long story short, everybody but Dave pret near 
expanded their cut and doubled it. In other words they cut the timber that they had 
on timber licenses for that year and they all doubled it except Dave and he ... and 
so when I came to the end of the year, and I figured out how much big timber 
there was, and took their actual cuts that they had for that year, because I had to 
bring it back to what we had, I cut them all 57% and what I did was cut Dave 
Ainsworth 57% for standing still because I had to cut them all the same and he 
was the only one that listened to me. Everybody else just about came out even 
because they'd doubled there ... like some that were from up here who were down 
there and so on. But be that as it may, that always bothered me. I did it to him 
twice. Well he didn't have enough wood to start, and in those days, which you 
may or may not know, anywhere around here ... and this has something to do with 
your ... nobody cut any lodgepole pine. Lodgepole pine wasn't even considered a 
commercial tree and so when you talked about forestry, if lodgepole pine was 
growing on the ground, it wasn't a forest product and it wasn't commercial. And 
the law of the land was you couldn't sell forest land in British Columbia, but if it 
had lodgepole pine on it, it wasn't forest land and it could be sold. I got into some 
awful terrible arguments about this years later but in any event, Dave decided he 
was going to try and cut lodgepole pine if there was nothing else. He didn't have 
anything else. He didn't have a quota and by this time I'd cut the [inaudible??] 
and they all had a quota and his quota had been cut 57% from his previous year, 
whereas the rest were back. And the quota was the amount they cut and then when 

Interview 43a Ray Williston August 3, 2000 28 



they got the quota, that was the amount they were allowed to cut and it was 
determined on performance. And that leads you back to something I was talking 
about a minute ago. When they moved from the saw logs to the small logs they 
were able to almost immediately move their quota up 30% when they went to 
smaller wood. And that was called CU. But then we've got lots of areas, that 
even after you cut off 30% on the small wood, there was some of our areas that 
grow some substantial small wood, that was already considerably more .... This has 
to tie in back because it makes some sense this thing. What happened before, or 
you don't understand it.. .. It's now about noon and [inaudible??] brought up with 
her this morning and I think I said I'd join her down in there at the lunch place and 
we'd have some lunch. So if you want to have lunch and see what it will take us 
after lunch or what you want to do about it, we could do that. Because I have to 
take you back through this or you don't understand. Unless you understand how 
something moves from point to point, you see, and Dave who has become one of 
the ... certainly one of the top oriented strand board producers I guess there is 
anywhere. But I've been with him on oriented strand board ever since he started. 
He was the only one that gave me any support on oriented strand board initially. 

Greg: So why don't we adjourn then and drop back. Would it be alright with 
you if we photocopied this ... 

I'll give you that. I know it's here. When you get to my age, you're not going to be 
pushing around very much longer. I'm coming on 87. So you can have that. I 
know it's here ifl need to know where it is. But you'll find this ... and as I say, for 
$200 I defy anybody that got any more out of $200 in forestry than that. 

Greg: There's an investment well made. 

Read that but that was tied into that and then if they've got my speeches, I 
elaborated on this and that was the reason for this. 

Greg: Yes, we're going to get your speeches. 

If they're not here, they're at the University of Victoria. But I have a hunch that I 
brought them up here. 

Gail: We'll have someone check on that. 

Well, we'll go down because she didn't know how long I was going to be, so we 
can go there and we can determine how much more you want this afternoon and 
we'll go from there. 

[Brief lunch interruption] 
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Gail: We were just starting to talk about the timber sales and ... 

Yeah, yeah. I needed to take ... on quotas and ... 

Gail: And I was also going to ask ... in the early period, with these timber 
sales, the other question I had was who was buying them? Was it the mills or 
were logging companies separate from the mills at that time? 

No, no, the mill was ... the mill owner generally bought the timber sale, or the 
company that had the sawmill bought the .... People didn't go out and just buy 
timber sales. 

Gail: Just didn't log and then sub-contract? 

No, no, no, no. 

Gail: And that would have been right from the '20s too? 

Right through there. It was all coordinated. I was talking about the development of 
quotas. Before we finish talking about the development of quotas and the fact that 
we related the quota ... you were asking where the quota came from and relating it 
really to the sawmill inventory which was available for cutting. And the sawmill 
inventory was as we classified 10 inches dbh to an 8 inch top, as against close 
utilization which was from 8 inches butt size one foot off the ground to a 10 inch 
top and so on, and that was called close utilization. And then as I was indicating 
the business of quota, you had a basic quota which was related to the sawmill 
capacity that you had been given and then you had close utilization which was 
30% more. And then there was still additional small wood available and then we 
allocated that on the basis of the established capacity of the mill on a two shift 
basis to utilize it. In other words, he could work into what we called the "third 
bend". There was the sawmill, the close utilization and the relationship between 
those two, and then there was some extra timber out here and it was called third 
bend. And I should go back, which I was telling you for your purposes in research 
in forestry, and I should get this down so I don't put it out but you people might 
have it for them, for research purposes or whatever you want to use it for. I never 
... and I see some of yours on administration ... and this is what I could be 
criticized strongly for, I never believed strongly in the administration through 
legislation. And from what you've been hearing this morning, you might get my 
own philosophy about it, was that once you get legislation it has to be all 
formulated into laws and things of this nature and placed before the legislature 
and debated by everybody in the legislature, whether they know anything about 
forestry or they don't know anything about forestry, or things of this nature. But 
you have to make changes back and forth before you get it finally passed. And 
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maybe if you grasp anything from after the war until the next few years, things 
were going so fast here and there was no precedent out there to put it into 
legislation. But I worked for years by orders-in-council. In other words, I'd get an 
order-in-council from the cabinet for a regulation and put the regulation in and I 
could change it almost from day to day as the need was. In other words when I 
would go, as I've talked to you now, what am I going to do with this wood that's 
on inventory that's over the amount of the quota plus the 30%, what am I going to 
do? Well I could make a regulation that if you had the capacity to cut and so on, 
then you could bid in according to the two shift capacity of your sawmill up to the 
amount of this timber that wasn't allocated, you see. Well of course, as time went 
on, such words as third bend fitted into regulations, which anybody that read the 
Forest Act had no concept about it. And one of the persons in British Columbia 
who disliked this very much besides the lawyers - because if it wasn't in 
legislation, the lawyers couldn't get at it you see. They'd give you a bad time - the 
other person who didn't like it was Peter Pearce. You may or may not have heard 
of him. 

Gail: Of the Pearce Commission? 

Yeah, Dr. Peter Pearce. And Peter and I used to ... he believed everything should 
be in legislation. And this is where I think ... because I think forestry was a vision 
that seriously lost its way with an advocate of where they're going so people can 
zero in, so I'll put this down which has not been put down. So Peter and I used to 
argue, not antagonistically or something. We were pretty good friends but we just 
didn't agree. So when I was finished in 1972, Peter convinced the NDP that they 
should have a royal commission. He convinced them, they didn't convince him. 
He convinced them that he could carry out a royal commission. I've always 
contended that Peter never even had to hold a public hearing because pret near 
everything he put down in his royal commission was things we argued about over 
the years. But be that as it may, Peter was also ... for some reason or another, he 
didn't condone forest rangers. He believed that everybody should be 
professionals, professional foresters, and not practical men like forest rangers. 
And in all my experience in British Columbia and New Brunswick, I found that 
the most valuable people they had in the whole organization were the forest 
rangers because I had a man in BC in charge of every forested acre and not on 
paper. He knew every forested acre or he could find it and I could get in touch 
with him on a daily basis. He was in communication with headquarters in Victoria 
and every day you could ... at a certain time, you could get in contact with your 
forest rangers. And if you had a problem , somebody came in with a problem of 
something in cutting or something was wrong, you immediately contacted that 
ranger to go out and take a look at it and see. And he gave the person an answer 
immediately. But for some reason, Peter didn't like the forest rangers. He thought 
they should either by all professionals or technicians or something of this nature. 
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So when he wrote his royal commission report, it reflected this view of 
administration. And also he put far more emphasis, if you'll get through, on the 
economics of the industry rather than the responsibility of the industry to be 
growing a sustainable forest crop economically. And a lot of places he thought 
should not be logged at all because the economic prospects were not that 
attractive, whereas I'd always believed that you should mix the good with the bad 
and let the good pay for the cost of taking out some of the non-productive or 
poorly productive forest and bringing it back into a proper growth cycle and so on. 
And we'd been moving gradually ... because you have to remember in my time, 
we came all the way from having no tree planting until we finally just got up 
where its really getting towards a sustainable business today. But you wouldn't 
believe the trouble I had in getting started with nursery production. As a matter of 
fact I went to the ... you have to go every year to get your allocations for funding 
before the treasury board and this particular year I went before them and said I had 
a plan to work up to planting 75 million trees a year in reforestation, which today 
is peanuts, but at that time it was starting from nothing. And I was going to 
inaugurate it 5 years. In other words I have 15 million trees a year. So whether 
they were listening or they weren't listening or something, I don't know, but I 
only asked for the funding for the first 15 million trees to get this going, so I got 
that through. And by the time the next year came, of course I wanted another 15 
million for that and I had to look after the 15 million I already had in the nurseries 
to plant. They looked at me and they said "Williston, you son of a bitch". 

Gail: Snuck that one on us. 

Gradually it worked out til we brought that up to 75 million but the point I'm 
trying to make on this, everybody thinks these kinds of things are so simple but 
they are not simple to put into your organized program. And they always keep 
expanding and expanding and demanding more funds. But that's the way that kind 
of thing goes. Well to get back to Peter Pearce again, the government, the NDP 
government that he' d talked into putting in this royal commission, had came to the 
end by the time he finished his report. So when he put his report out, Tom 
Waterland was then the Minister of Forests in the new .. . under Bill Bennett and 
the Social Credit government. And Tom Waterland was a mining engineer and 
had never had anything to do whatsoever with forestry so when he came in ... as I 
indicated before Peter was very, very adamant about the fact that I hadn't 
incorporated changes into legislation and so a big part of his report was that a lot 
of these things should be placed in legislative form. And so Tom didn't have the 
background of experience to guide this so he went to the Council of Forest 
Industries and he got Mike Apsey out of the Council of Forest Industries to come 
in and head the group that was translating the Pearce Report into legislation. And 
he brought with him Bob Wood who also came from the Council of Forest 
Industries, and then they had one representative out of the forest service but he 
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was subservient to these other two people. Well when they came, they reflected 
both Peter's ... nobody who was guiding a thing within the management had a 
vision as to what they were trying to achieve. They were coordinating what the 
industry was trying to achieve and what Peter was trying to achieve and put that 
into legislation. And so they went out... and you' 11 have a look around the 
province you'll find out that one of the things he decided to do was to decentralize 
... which in itself isn't bad, the Victoria central office of the forest service and to 
put regional headquarters all over British Columbia. Up until that 
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time there had only been 5 in all of British Columbia. But they put regional 
headquarters with professional talent in offices like in Bella Coola and down in 
Sechelt where we are and so on, and they put these people all in office jobs and 
not ranger jobs out patrolling the forest. Well they got about half way through 
making these changes and it proved so costly, and it wasn't providing the results, 
that they stopped. And what happened when they stopped was they neither had 
yesterday nor they had tomorrow. They didn't have what had been going and they 
didn't have what was coming and so they had nobody going down the center with 
a focus of what they were trying to achieve and the environmental movement 
walked right straight down the middle and they grabbed the focus of the business. 

And then from that time on, the forest service became ... rather than having the 
focus of what should be achieved, they became the focus of fire fighters and 
putting out blazes that the environmentalists were starting all over the place. Well 
what a focus to take their place. So there wasn't that coordinated a view and if I 
can be so critical, they really haven't established that coordinated view of where 
forestry ... from the standpoint of forestry, is supposed to be going today. And that 
is one of the reasons that I have such a strong feeling for the development of 
coordinated forest policy which might be associated on a more independent 

[end of side three] 

basis with the university, such as the university of Northern British Columbia, 
because they' re still a half of the forest north of us here. There's still half of our 
forest north of ... it's relatively, by and large, relatively untouched. It's hardly been 
touched. And to make the best uses possible of that forest which is going to go. 
But that's one of my strongest, looking into the future, of where we need to go and 
where this university can take a stand because there's no place else. You know if 
someone would ask you today who is providing the leadership and so on and the 
focus and something, where we're going forest wise in British Columbia, they 
can't tell you. They don't know. Nobody knows and everybody's ... they're either 
putting out a fire or they're ... rather than establishing a goal and then modifying 
the goal, and again, as far as my own personal view is, by working with regulation 
instead of legislation, if you're working by regulation, you can establish a policy 
and keep amending it almost on a day to day, week to day basis so that it meets 
the objectives you have in mind. Whereas if you're just working on legislation, 
you can't do it. It takes a year or two years to get it in and then it might not work 
the day after it gets in, and you have to wait for another two years pretty well to 
get the thing straightened around again to do it properly. For better or for worse, 
other people can argue all they like with me, and that's what life's all about but 
that's why I think it lacks a focus of where they're trying to go. Let's coordinate it. 
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What they're doing is trying to satisfy a great number of people who, without the 
professional approach or a coordinated approach provincially as to what should be 
going on, are trying to focus attention on small little areas, such as down at the 
coast and stuff,. And right now what they're doing in the Eliho Valley and so on, 
and they concentrate on that matter and suddenly that matter is transcribed to 
evolve a policy. And I want to tell you, when you talk to people about old growth 
forest and you go up the coast of British Columbia today, there's less activity 
going on on the coast of British Columbia today than there was 50 years ago and 
there's far more forest, old growth forest, that's deteriorating every year down 
there. And somehow, it's not old growth forest. It's the type of forest, it's the 
growth pattern that's taking place in that and a lot of people just assume that when 
they shout old growth forest, because it's an easy term, and when they keep 
reciting this ought to be protected and that, and if they can't prove it for timber 
growth, it's for some burgher that needs to have that ... a merlot or something like 
this, you need to put it out rather than coordinate these things in some meaningful 
way as to what you're trying to achieve. For what it's worth, in my humble 
opinion, we just haven't got that vision, that sense of vision, as to where were 
going today and I think that the work that you people are doing and other kinds of 
things here in northern British Columbia might be able to grab that and give a 
sense of vision that's coordinated that isn't influenced by some pressure group 
that has a very narrow point of view rather than the final basis of what you're 
doing. When I see people that say you don't cut this and don't cut this ... and after 
I got out of public life, I was with the United Nations and you go over to 
Bangladesh and places like that where every stick of wood is treasured and has to 
be, and they need wood for pret near everything they do and have over there, and 
then you come to another area that has about the best wood growing potential in 
the whole world and the people are arguing they shouldn't cut the trees, to me it 
doesn't make sense totally in the business. But maybe a sense of vision .... And 
those are the things that the press loves to ... because they've become experts in 
doing this. Anyway, you didn't come to me for philosophy. 

Gail: No, but it's interesting. Now this is a little aside from what we're 
talking about but you look at the north as possibly being able to recreate 
direction ... 

And it's not going to be influenced by a small group sitting in Vancouver or some 
place like that because they don't get out and get a feel for the area and they won't 
come up here in the first place. So that's why there's a need here for a sense and a 
vision of direction. 

Gail: So what advice would you give to the university? Vision and regulatory 
approach rather than legislation? What else? 
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In there is suggesting what to do but an examination of an independent view of the 
situation when they put in a policy, it has to make environmental sense and 
economic sense, and realize that up here, if we've got this resource and we stand 
around ... as many are saying now, you don't cut this and you don't cut that, and 
things of this nature, if it's a resource and it's growing, we've got the best 
growing sites, some of the best growing sites in the world, and you've got people 
out there arguing don't let them grow because any way you develop this old 
growth forest, that old growth forest against a lively second growth forest, is not 
producing wood for the use of mankind. And if you let that get out of hand, 
certainly there are places or certain bits but it's not some group of people here 
deciding, some people group there deciding and some people over there deciding, 
you know, this should be a part of the thing. I' II tell you one of the ... well I won't 
get into this because they established also in our time the pitch for research 
purposes for all these different types ... we should have for laboratory purposes 
stands of timber that represent every facet that we have so we can study them on. 
Once we establish that we started with 100 and then ... I forget how far we got ... 
were these ecological reserves we called them and then when we got away from 
the sense of vision of what we're trying to do, initially with that, then people 
wanted to put up an ecological reserve for a beach or something ... not something 
that's growing or something that can be used for research, or something like that. 
And everybody had a little park that they wanted. If they didn't get it into park, 
they wanted it as an ecological reserve and it lost it's focus. And you don't hear 
about ecological reserves and we had them. I haven't followed it lately because ... 
but I became so thoroughly .... Anyway, I keep talking and you're researching. 

Gail: No, this is all the kind of stuff that we're interested in. I wanted to ask 
about ... in terms of policy, also getting back to the environmental issue, at 
one point someone noted that there were a whole bunch of different reasons 
why the Upper Fraser mills became ... I don't know, untenable or at least 
some of them had to close down. But someone also mentioned this idea of 
logging use of the river and that at some point, floating the logs down the 
river became ... I guess illegal so that also hurt the mills. Does that also have 
any reality? 

I don't think the ... well on the Fraser River obviously, you run into more 
problems between fish and detriment and so on on the River but I had charge of 
water and things too and in my time, it never really became an issue. But the 
Fraser River, the way it runs, the size of it and so on, and really the narrow area, it 
wasn't that good a means of assembling wood. And again, whether it had anything 
to do with it or not, again public opinion gets in whatever you do. I can give you 
one classical story about this where I moved in and I was even threatened by an 
RC:MP fellow that he would arrest me if he could. And this all happened up in 
Francois Lo.ke, up here, and for years, the people down at Fraser Lake, you know 
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from Francois Lake to Fraser Lake, there's a small stream down there that joins 
the two of them together and for donkey's years, federal fisheries ... nobody had 
said anything about coming down this small river into Fraser Lake from Francois 
Lake, and so the loggers used to log all winter and put their wood on ice and in the 
spring, went down. They'd assemble at the end and then when the high water was 
in, they made a run from Francois Lake down to Fraser Lake so they had the wood 
ready for the mill. Well, where I became incensed, the federal government gave 
no indication that they were bringing in regulations on the river that would 
prevent any kind of a log run that would come. This shows how dirty this business 
can become. So I moved in and they were very, very late so the people couldn't 
know if there's logging plans. They had the wood out there and the wood was 
already in the water and then they put in the regulation. And all they could do then 
was to pull the logs back out of the water and stick them on trucks and truck them 
down from wherever they were. And I just considered it was totally unfair and 
they said it was ... they put in this order against these people. If they didn't they 
would nail them. And so I went in and seized the logs and set my forestry officials 
up to run these logs down the river and if they wanted to put anybody in jail, 
they'd put myself and the forest service into jail when we ran them down. As soon 
as we got the logs down we turned them back to the other owners again, who 
owned them in the first place. And this went on and we didn't ... there was 
nothing more said about it in that year and we ... our forest service personnel came 
out and any serious areas there were with blockage on the stream or something 
that was going were removed to give a passage way for .... at very high water you 
could run those logs and so as a result of running the logs that year, they .... And 
to show how terrible they are ... and unbeknown to me at the time, they had 
photographers and official movie people and took this run and then at the end of 
the year, to blacken us as part of the [inaudible??] of what we had done to the 
river. We luckily knew quite a bit about the river because actually as I said before 
we made that run, we'd actually removed any impediments that were coming 
down and it was ready. And about a year later, out comes a film on the damage to 
this river and it was put out by federal fisheries. And oh, la-di-la, what had 
happened on this river? And they finally, it was released ... and they said they 
were going to release in the east and they finally released it in Victoria and I was 
watching it and I knew the area very .... And I took a look at this picture and I said 
"my God, the thing was never even taken ... much of it is not even in this river, 
where the problem had been". It had never been on this river. I became absolutely 
enraged about this thing and I said if that was ever shown publically out by the 
federal fisheries or by anybody, then they were going to be taken to court for 
straight plagiarism, that it wasn't fair. And some of the areas ... and some of our 
people were able to identify where it had been taken and put it into this thing. To 
make a long story short, we fought backwards and forwards. We stopped ... we 
started this with movement of logs and that may have ... because it was great news 
around the country here at the time it happened. But we never ran logs there. We 
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stopped running logs. That's alright, if you stopped them when they harvested and 
they're going to take them out some other way, well then they can take them out 
some other way. If you stop it in the middle of a situation .... But that's ... they 
thought we might go back and they ran this film. They never ran the film either, to 
my knowledge. It was never released publicly but that's how dirty they were going 
to get. When you get sides putting out a narrow point of view rather than a 
coordinated how can we best accommodate both sides of this thing. There's the 
point I'm trying to get across that a coordinated place, like coming from here, 
doesn't let one narrow band dominate the whole power thing. And I think that's 
so essential, particularly in the north, because we haven't got that much ... we 
have to make the best use of the resource base we've got and people have to have 
employment and there has to be revenue, and if we're going to enjoy things that 
are provided that way. Anyway that's a long story. It came from running of the 
nver. 

Gail: We can still see the old piles up at Upper Fraser ... or Sinclair Mills 
where they would bring the logs in and zip them up and so I was sort of 
curious about that. 

But remember, there were no laws ... no roads, unless you built them, and in those 
days we knew relatively ... it sounds stupid today, we knew relatively little about 
building roads. And that just goes ... if you want to know this from logging, from 
here to Vanderhoof ... from the Vanderhoof district, the best road builder we had 
in BC was Ferd Parks in Vanderhoof, and he built the best roads. And so when 
they finally decided to put blacktop on roads, Ferd Parks got all the ... he got the 
blacktop. We didn't have it from this end. You went in the Vanderhoof district 
and the road out there ... some day when you're driving to Vanderhoof, look off 
on the left hand side ... I think it's on the left hand side. Certainly around Clucutz 
Lake you can still see part of it there, and you can see the blacktop over there on 
the left hand side when it was going up and down you see. Well he had the 
blacktop. But what he didn't know, what none of us knew, including this, was 
when you run traffic all year round over the type of soil condition we have in this 
country, the blacktop which is sealed on the top acts as a pump. And it pumps the 
moisture right up into the grade and emulsifies the grade and pretty soon the 
whole road disappeared. And you wouldn't see it here but just on top of the ... 
coming up here towards the University of Northern British Columbia, and you get 
up on the rise just up a little bit further on that flat, I've seen a grader stuck right 
down to the flats on top of its ... above the wheels right in the middle of the road, 
and I've seen pret near 20 miles of road between here and Vanderhoof being on 
plank in the spring. And what came out of this ... and you look and wonder about 
the roads, they found that they had to have about 3 feet of gravel underneath the 
black top that sucked the water ... if it got sucked up in the water, it drained out 
and it didn't come up to the surface. 
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Gail: yeah, and you could see that on the way there. 

And if you look in all that thing, and that's all gravel on the top, all sand or gravel 
or stuff that the water won't keep coming up in. It's not that kind of silty stuff that 
acts as a pump, you see. Well, you asked this question, all the way up the sides of 
the Fraser River ... and when you built a road, there was so much of the year that 
you couldn't get into the ... well you could in the winter time when it was all 
frozen and stuff, but so much of the rest of the year, I couldn't even drive to my 
schools. I could get to Sinclair Mills but if I could get past Aleza Lake or if I 
could get past Longworth ... and I had to be finished before the end of June with 
my inspections, boy it was tough going. Lots of times I'd get off at say Penny, 
when I was inspecting the school at Longworth, and I'd go to the section man and 
get him to drive me down on his speeder to Longsworth and I'd get off there and 
get back. And then I used to ride the weigh freight, often times down there, and if 
I had some ... I had great friends and some of the conductors, they'd stop any 
place for me. As a matter of fact, at Penny, the conductor used to stop right 
outside the school. The school was beyond the station, it was up towards Prince 
George from the station, and there was a hole in the fence and he used to stop the 
freight out there when he came down and I'd crawl through the fence and climb 
into the caboose and go. But if I had to get Lyle, who was from Prince George 
here, and he was in a bad mood, if he wasn't stopping at the next station for 
another reason, I'd walk and that. If I wanted to stop at that next station for the 
school, I'd walk on the ties. I mean that's the kind ... 

Gail: I guess in general the train was a lot friendlier then, you could ride it 
from station to station and all that. 

You could ride the ... they generally had one passenger car along with the weigh 
freight. 

Gail: So you didn't need the road as badly? 

But you couldn't haul ... it wasn't any good for your lumber business or for your 
logging. But that communication of roads and handling there, it was a serious 
thing up in that valley. And all down in the McBride area, you know, their road ... 
until they had it, it was right down to Valemount. When I originally went there, in 
the spring of the year, it was dynamite getting there. So it would have quite a bit 
to do with it. 

Gail: This sustained yield units, they came in quite a bit later didn't they? Is 
that what they're called? 

Right after the war they decided to go into ... and we put sustained yield units in 
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and the fellow that started it here in the forest service was a fellow named Dennis 
Gould and they mapped out areas and determined how that sustained yield unit 
would be logged and which trees would come off first and how much would come 
out of this sustained yield unit in a given year, things of that nature. 

Gail: Now how do those articulate with the TFLs? Are they ... 

TFLs were completely independent of that. Tree farm licenses were the 
responsibility of the person to whom they were issued and they had to carry out 
these practices. A sustained yield unit was doing essentially the same thing as a 
tree farm license but it was administered by the government and the tree farm 
licenses were individual by the companies. 

Gail: So Upper Fraser or Sinclair Mills could go out and get a tree farm 
license? 

If there were a group of them ... they ended pretty well up here, as you know. I 
guess some of the last ones that were issued were issued up here on the Upper 
Fraser here that had tree farm licenses. 

Gail: That was a little bit later? That would have been about the same time 
they were consolidating ... Northwood was coming in? 

Well we farmed a lot more of that ... no they were done ... the tree farm licenses 
were actually done before the sustained yield units. The sustained yield units 
followed, and the reason for that was to get back ... you always have to reason 
why something happened. I mean things just don't happen. When they came back, 
right after the war, and determined that they had to put in sustainable forest 
management, and the way they would do it was by establishing tree farm licenses 
which were the responsibility of companies and so on. And they determined at 
that time if the companies put all their own holdings ... this was initially ... all their 
own private holdings and agreed to harvest them on a sustainable basis, they could 
add other areas of crown land around about it to make it ... well an intelligent unit 
for management and they'd just add the crown lands along with their private lands 
to make common sense. Well when they started doing this, they gradually moved 
out ... when they started giving more and more areas of crown land and that got to 
where the situation in British Columbia where the greatest problem in forestry 
developed - you may or may not have heard of it in the Summer's affair, where it 
was accused that he was bribed or so on, to issue tree farm licenses to private 
individuals or companies, you see. Well not to private individuals, to companies. 
He was influenced by those companies in the issuance of the tree farm licenses. 
And it so happened that a fellow, Charlie Schultz, was a forester who specialized 
in developing applications for tree farm licenses. He was a professional with his 
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whole group and they went in and prepared the whole thing to make the 
application for a tree farm license. It just became apparent to some people that 
some place between Charlie Schultz and the government and the rest ... there must 
have been some association because the applications that were put forward by 
Charlie Schultz always received ... seemed to receive some consideration. 
Although once they were in tree farm licenses they were called upon to carry on 
the same provisions of management and so on. There was nothing untoward there. 
And that got to such a stage that Bob Summers, who was the Minister of Forests 
at that time, was accused of either selling or improperly going in it. It became a 
very, very acrimonious and public issue. And if you read back in history some 
time, in the Summer's case, you'll find it in the book by what's his name? On 
WAC Bennett, on Bennett's life. 

Gail: I haven't read that one. 

If you haven't read it and you want to get on this, that I'm talking about now, this 
... well it's the authoritative ... I'll think of the fellow's name because he's still 
around and he still does commentaries. He was a liberal member and he resigned 
from the liberals. I forget his .... Anyway, he's written it up in the most detailed ... 
and I was in it and so if you want to know what happened in those days .... In any 
event, when a Minister's vote comes up in the legislature for your own salary and 
the operation of your own office, the opposition can ask you any question they 
like and you have to answer it. It's not constricted by anything, that the minister's 
vote is wide open. And when Bob Summers, on this occasion, his vote came up, 
we went for pret near two days just questioning and he wasn't answering any of 
the questions they were asking about these rollers, about what was going on with 
tree farm licenses. And finally the premier became agitated, to say the least, and 
he jumped up about 4:30 in the afternoon and dissolved the house for the day and 
told me to go down to the office and told Ken Cannon to go down to the office -
because Bob Summers had Lands, Forests and Mines - and he took Bob aside and 
said "I'll take your resignation until you get this thing straightened out and we can 
get on with things", you see. I went downstairs and we were taken up to 
Government House and without any more .... You hear all about this in political 
science, which they all take and what goes, and I knew nothing about this, and I 
got up there in the afternoon to sign in as the minister of lands and forests. I was 
already minister of education. And Ken Cannon got sworn in as minister of 
mines. And then the premier decided, some time after that, I didn't have any time 
to learn these estimates so we'd start them on this particular evening and we'd run 
them because I couldn't learn them anyway in the days we had before the end of 
the session. So about 8:00 the next morning I got all the estimates through for 
lands and forests, which normally took about a week. I had them before breakfast 
in the morning. And that's how I started chewing the sawdust, which I've been 
chewing ever since in there. That's how it started. And Ken ... to make it just an 
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amusing impact, they all decided ... we had a cabinet meeting the next morning 
and this had gone on and I was the only one who was on the front line. Nobody 
told me that they'd cancelled the cabinet meeting in the morning, so I went home 
and had a shower and breakfast and turned around and came back for the cabinet 
meeting and I was the only one that showed up. Anyway, that's politics as it runs. 

[end of side four] 

Gail: I wanted to get back to ... I'm not sure I understand the system with 
early on when the mills were buying these timber sales and later on they got 
the ... did they go out themselves and sort of survey and say this is what we 
want or were there any kind of governmental boundaries drawn or ... 

Yeah, they would ... no, the government didn't determine it. In those days they 
made application for a timber sale and they had a forester and the forester went 
out and determined what the area would be. Then they put that application in and 
then the forest service went out and they sent cruisers and other things and they 
looked and they either approved it or they didn't approve it, or they suggested 
where they'd change it, or they'd suggest why they turned it down and the fellow 
would start again in another business and so on. But the initiative was on the 
applicant to put in the application and then the application had to be approved and 
that was the clue in which we had all the forest rangers in charge. They were 
really operating in the area and they knew the area and they knew the area ... most 
of the time why this worked in those days, they knew the area and they wanted it 
logged for one reason or another, maybe from blow downs or it may have been for 
something, and they wanted an area and they'd even suggest to the mill owner that 
he put in a mill application ... put in a timber sale application in this area. And it 
was a very closed ... not closed but a close thing because the ranger knew the area 
and if he knew there was too much immature in the area that these people had 
applied for, he'd just cancel the timber sale and so on. That was getting back to 
what I said to you a little while ago. We had that control on the ground that the 
forest ranger knew his area and what he wanted, and he could literally handle that. 
Once you put everybody in an office and they just had maps or they just had 
something ... it might have been for road ground conditions or a thousand other 
reasons that the ranger wanted that thing ... or maybe for a fire break or something 
of this nature. But he wanted that logged and would suggest it and the mill owner 
... they'd sit down and discuss it or walk it over and then they'd run the line 
around and they cruised the area. They generally cruised the area to get an idea of 
how much timber of this bigger stuff there was on there and that was one of the 
methods of control that they had in those days is that the cruiser determined there 
was this much. And then if there came half that much or something else, then you 
had to get out and figure out what was the problem. 
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Gail: Okay. And the cruising was done by the government officials? 

The rangers were timber cruisers under the control of the forest ranger. 

Gail: And when you get to timber ... TFL, tree farm licenses, was there still 
suggestion about the boundaries from the mill owners or was that all done ... 
removed from the mill owners? 

That was all ... when they finally approved the tree farm license, it was approved 
at headquarters for an area and they might come back to a particular area and ask 
the ranger for some ideas about what they were doing, particularly ... I'd imagine 
that was true up in this area on Fraser because the mills that were up there ... it 
was almost Johnny come lately. The tree farm licenses were mostly deployed 
down at the coast and after the Summers affair, which I talked to you, they put a 
.... and that was the first group of tree farm licenses that had come out. Then 
Sloan went back and had a separate report. And when he came back on the 
separate report, he reported ... if you look back on his second report, [inaudible??] 
second tree farm licenses ... certain tree farm licences should be given 
consideration and then stop and so when I first came in of course, it was just at 
that time when I should give consideration to one or two tree farm licences and 
then stop them. And some of these were being given consideration at that time, 
before the stopping took place. When they were stopped, then it was accelerated 
by these sustained yield units and then they worked into ... from combination of 
sustained yield units and then they worked into ... what are they called? They had 
another name after that? Public working circles. One was ahead of the other. I'm 
not quite sure now. But that's the main ... they both were the same. Public 
working circles and sustained yield units were the same thing. 

Gail: So Summers was ... that got the Sloan Commission being down at '45 so 
Summers was sort of early 40s or ... 

Well Summers came in as ... That's when those things were started and they 
started to ... they were started under the old coalition government. And the first 
one that was issued was in Prince Rupert, for the pulp mill that started in Prince 
Rupert. That was the first one and Kenney. Kenney was the Minister of Forests 
out of Terrace and the first tree farm license was issued then. And then they issued 
.. . several of them were issued down on Vancouver Island and in the lower 
mainland there, principally because the owners had quite a bit of private timber in 
the first place that could be incorporated into the total package. And then they 
started to expand outside of that when the .. . as I tried to say, when they even 
didn't have any and they just grabbed a tree farm license for management 
purposes. And that was in Summers' time. See, he never came in until 1952. An 
interesting thing ... and I had his name ... just went in and out ... Mitchell. 
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Mitchell was the book on WAC Bennett. Mitchell. 

Gail: When did beehive burners come in because I remember reading 
someone's interviews and ... I guess it was Arne Mellos I think, and she 
mentioned something about "oh they must have been burning that in beehive 
burners", and he goes "oh no, this was way before. They just did pits". 

That's right, that's right. I mean beehive burners came ... they started becoming an 
environmental issue. Then there was beehive burners and so on but they just had 
... initially they didn't have anything. They just had a bunch of tin around or a hole 
in the ground or something like this. They Jet the sawdust pile there burn for 
donkey's years. 

Gail: Do you remember when that was that beehive burners started 
appearing? 

Well, it was in the early '50s and then it was in my time we finally got ... they had 
to develop these beehive burners until they became practically smokeless, you 
know, with techniques behind them. But in many, many cases they didn't even 
burn it. As I was telling you, like up on the line here, between here and McBride, 
the little small mill, not one of the bigger mills, they'd burn up their ... because of 
their production, they'd have mountains of waste. But the smaller mills still had 
mountains of cut off ends and things of this nature, just stacked up and just lying 
there right as you watched them as you went by on the railroad track. You know 
the mill was right there. That was something. 

The only other place I've seen the same amount of [inaudible??] was when I was 
in China, in Tiangin, in the mills in China. And different from here, the sawmills 
in China cut their timber to order. In other words, if you're going to buy some 
timber, you go in and put in an order for so many things and then they get out their 
logs and they cut this and the waste is all stuck out in the pile. And then on this 
great big pile of waste, the individual carpenters would come along, if they needed 
a piece of wood for a door frame or a window frame or something like this when 
they were building, then they bought this. And they had these little handcarts that 
they took and away they went. 

Gail: So it's really multiple use? 

But they didn't cut up wood ... you know I was sent over there to .... and 
everybody worried and the bureaucracy in China ... let's not get into this but they 
were buying all our best logs here on the BC coast, 40 ft. logs, and people were 
wondering what the heck they were doing with 40 ft. logs in China. And I went 
over there and I finally got permission to go into some of the mills. I was one of 
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the only ones that was allowed permission in and I still, to this day, don't know 
why. In any event, the first thing with these 40 ft. logs was cut them in half and 
then they had them kind of rigged on a slide like this so when they cut them in 
half, they didn't even cut them square in half. Because they only had carriages that 
would carry 20 ft. logs. And so they didn't need them so they were taking our best 
logs and that. And you say, well what was the reason for that? Well the reason 
was that the fellows that bought the logs had nothing to do with the manufacture 
of logs so they bought the best logs they could buy, and those that manufacture 
them were given the logs and told that these are the logs we bought for you, now 
you manufacture them. But they didn't talk to each other. 

Gail: Another thing that ... I don't know if you have any observations on any 
of this but we're interested in sort of the ethnic makeup of these communities 
when you were travelling around, especially as school superintendent. Were 
there strong ethnic components to these communities? 

No. I can't say that I ever once in those communities up and down ... there was an 
ethnic ... there was a little ... as I tried to say already today, a kind of cultish 
religion. 

Gail: What was Leboe's? What was his religion? 

Best if I know this day. I never did know. I never did know. They seemed to be all 
ministers or something. They had some kind of a ... I think some were tied up with 
some of those people in the middle of Alberta but I never did know that. They 
weren't like ... the Lamming's were Seventh Day Adventist and that was pretty 
well .... 

Gail: And Lamming was the actual last name too? Lamming Mills was 
named after ... 

After Lamming. And I think John Lamming is still up there. Isn't there a 
museum? Have you been there lately? 

Gail: I haven't been there. I haven't been up to the area. I'm looking forward 
to it. 

When you get up to ... you'll go through it here if you're going down to Dunster. 

Gail: Yeah, I'll be up there this weekend . 

... and it'll be interesting to see, if you go through ... which is just outside of 
McBride. I'm not sure whether John Lamming still has a museum just outside 
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of McBride, on this side of McBride. I don't know. I haven't seen it for years. But 
John used to have a museum and he was one of the ... Ernie was the going 
concern and Ernie Lamming was the real management type. Mrs. Lamming 
taught school. So they had no problem with the school situation. I mean she was a 
good teacher. Well they were good people, period. 

Gail: But other than that and the Seventh Day Adventist and stuff, there 
weren't strong German or Italian or Portuguese components to any of these 

None. None in that valley. The valley was ... I mean it didn't attract ... it would 
attract more people of say a common interest or wanting to be alone or something 
like this. Not having to do with ethnics. I can't spot any ethnic situation there at 
all. 

Gail: Interesting. 

I'd say that most strongly. The most trouble ... I never had trouble that way. 
Sometimes some undesirable characters got in. I remember on one occasion 
getting in touch with a teacher's mother and telling her to come back and take the 
teacher home. She'd moved in with a chap that had a very detrimental criminal 
record and she'd better get hold of her daughter and take her home right now. 
Which she came up and did. 

[end of side 4] 

And I had a ... we used to have trouble getting enough teachers but that was one of 
the few I didn't really employ. I got her out. She got teaching elsewhere. And 
another in Tete Jeune Cache I remember moving one from Pilot Mountain out 
here, that was on the road to Chief Lake. I don't know that Pilot Mountain school 
is likely not there anymore. But she was boarding with a family ... not a family but 
a man and a woman. They weren't married. He became very upset about her 
relationship with a taxi guy in Prince George and some evidences that he'd found, 
he didn't want her associated with him, even though they weren't married and so 
on. So I moved her out down to Tete Jeune Cache, because I didn't have a 
teacher down there. 

Gail: How did you go about recruiting teachers? How did you try and get 
people up here? 

By advertisements and any way you could to get in touch with them. Any way you 
could. 
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Gail: Was it mainly from the southern ... main ... Vancouver-Victoria area or 
would you go to Penticton or ... 

No, no. We related most things out of the city area. But because of the nature of 
our papers here, they pretty well dominated and if you advertised in those papers, 
the information got abroad. If the people were out that way, they came this way 
too. 

Gail: Did you find they were much different than your average teacher down 
in Vancouver? Were they sort of pioneer [inspired??] and those types too 
that came up? 

You found ... yes, particularly when I was working in the Peace River area. Other 
areas you found that teachers that were attracted to there were attracted to the out 
of doors and were happier in that situation than they were in a big city situation. 
Yes, you did find people that were there. On the other hand, you found people that 
came from the city that had never seen anything that was ... like for instance when 
I was inspecting the Peace River, north of the river they all had to have ice houses 
adjacent to the schools and in the winter time, off the river, off the Peace River, 
the men used to cut huge blocks of ice and take them up and build this hole inside 
and cover it with sawdust and put ice in here. And the janitor's first job in the 
morning was cut a big block of ice and stick it in a great big container and it 
thawed during the day and they got it. Well this girl came up from the coast and I 
guess they'd have this sawdust in here for 3 or 4 years and it had gone from light 
sawdust to very dark sawdust, and I guess the janitor wasn't that good at wasting 
water. As you're getting all the sawdust off, and of course as the water melted, the 
sawdust came [inaudible??]. The first day she got to the school and opened the lid 
of the water container, saw the black sawdust, she thought all her poor little pupils 
were going to be contaminated and she phoned me. I was in Fort St. John and I 
had to come out. It was a terrible, terrible situation. I had to go out to this school 
and she takes me down to the water house and opens it up. I said, "boy, you better 
get used to it". 

Gail: Can you think of anything else we should ask him? 

Aileen or Laura: Well I think ... I was kind of curious about some of the 
extent of the development of some of these communities. Maybe some of the 
other types of services, maybe from your recollections since you were able to 
visit some of them anyway. If you have a strong recollection that as the forest 
industry developed, the extent of the townsites including the development of 
hospital, medical services, libraries, community ... various things. 

To be honest, in this Upper Fraser valley, other than the ... here as you know, what 
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we had in many of the schools in those days was a library system that worked out 
of Prince George. It was run by Jean Sargeant for many, many, many years and 
she's still alive and she's rapidly approaching 100. She lives in Victoria. Her 
name is Jean Munroe now because she married Butch a few years, years ago. She 
ran ... all through the north here, she ran a regional library and she ran it ... she had 
a regional library headquarters, a building. I guess it's tom down now. It was right 
down ... it was one of the major buildings in town, the regional library 
[inaudible??] . And she had boxed books and she used to deliver them or send 
them out by freight and so on, and she had people in each of her communities and 
they ran the books and she provided a kind of a reference system right out of 
Prince George. But that all went right from the Alberta boundary right to ... 
certainly it must have gone through as far as Bum's Lake I guess. And the whole 
thing from a regional library. The North Central Regional Library. Apart from that 
and the library here in Prince George, I don't recall of any library services other 
than that that were available in the north up until that time. As a matter of fact I'm 
sure there weren't anything and certainly there were no real medical facilities. 
There was generally a woman who had first aid or was known in the community 
that could look after people if they got into trouble, before they moved them to the 
hospital. And then the hospital, well the only hospital services were in McBride 
and Prince George. There weren't any other medical services in any of these other 
communities. None. 

Gail: Was there requirements to have someone like that on hand at the mill 
or not? 

It wasn't such as it is today but they ... it gradually, after the war, became a 
requirement but when we all had these little bush mills around, no, no. There was 
generally for safety ... I mean just for personal interest, somebody that could bind 
up a wound but they didn't have people who had specific skills in this field in 
those days. I can never recall any that I know at that time. There's always 
somebody who had either an interest or an ability and so on that other people 
depended upon to look after them. It wasn't certainly a regimented service that 
was provided. Nothing. 

Gail: What changes did you see after the union got stronger in the ... 

I didn't deal with this section and I should have dealt with the unionization in the 
forest service. All the time ... and this gets back to what I was telling you before. 
The BC Government Employees union used to always say to me how terribly I 
treated the rangers. And none of the rangers ... they're generally an independent 
bunch of guys. They weren't unionized and the British Columbia government 
employees couldn't get them to unionize. They used to come to me and say how 
terribly I treated all my rangers and they worked 24 hours in a fire and they'd 
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work 20 hours in a fire or they'd go down to work on Saturday and sometimes 
they'd be working on Sunday. I said, "they're the boss. Nobody tells them they 
have to do that, they're the boss". If they want to take Monday off or Tuesday off, 
that's up to them and if they want to work 20 hours in a fire, well they can take the 
next week off if they feel like. Nobody else is bossing them, they're the boss. But 
we had less trouble anywhere with forest rangers. They were the boss and they ran 
the districts and were proud of it and kept their stations and so on. And so finally, 
the union gave me so much trouble about this that I said, "go out for the next 6 
months and bring me in a list, you don't have to identify people, bring me in a list 
of complaints that these people have lodged about it and we'll try and do 
something about it". So they came back at the end of 6 months and said, "those 
guys are impossible. You can't do anything with them" they said. So that was it. 
And as soon as I was out, the minister and the NDP government came in, they 
unionized the forest rangers and that was the start again, of what's happened in 
our forests today. Because they had a union official in each office then and made 
sure that they provided all the work requirements. Well if you have to be a forest 
ranger and you have to report at the office at 8:00 in the morning and go out on a 
timber cruise or something of this nature, and something, so help me and if the 
timber cruise is 20 miles away or 30 miles away and you have to walk a heck of a 
long way back into the bush, by the time it's noon, you've put in half the day and 
so you have to be back in the office at 5:00 at night and so you actually did 
nothing. It just stopped cold the activities. The office ... and people don't realize 
just how serious that happened to have been, for the on the spot, where most of 
the problems developed, where improper logging practices have been allowed to 
go and haven't been corrected and haven't been checked, and environmentalists 
have gone in and used that for the basis for their protest. And a lot of times that 
was a general protest that's been put in. But that was the start. 

The next thing they did ... and you won't believe this, on the whole coast of 
British Columbia where most of our logging activity went on, we had a marine 
division, one of the most efficient and responsible ... and we had marine stations 
all up the coast and they all had boats and they did all this stuff. Well you can't 
run a unionized marine division. If they were just sailors and that's all they had to 
do. You can run a union among sailors but you can't run a unionized business for 
forest rangers who are sailors when they're on their boat but they're forest rangers 
as soon as they get the boat to where it's going to go. They'd take off 
[inaudible??] and you couldn't run. So the whole marine division on the coast had 
to be abandoned. All the boats sold, the whole thing was a big division. And all 
those boats that sold, [inaudible??] interest today, is the people still keep in touch 
that bought them. And every year or every two years, they have a gathering where 
they get all their boats together, on Vancouver Island or some place else, but they 
have quite an association of these people. But if you believe it or not, how are you 
going to patrol that coast if you haven't got a marine division? So you don't patrol 

Interview #43b Ray Williston (con't) August 3, 2000 16 



it. 

Gail: So there was nothing that replaced that? 

There's nothing that ... well to a degree if you were in a big business, they have a 
few planes but planes finally got too expensive, or helicopters, and they're up in 
the air anyway. They're not down on the ground where [inaudible??] and that just 
abandoned. And the whole coast, what's the matter? As I say before, before you 
could get in touch with that ranger on the coast, any place on the coast by radio, 
and he could be up if he needed to go to some other bay or someplace else to see 
what was going on, what the trouble was, or whether they're having trouble with 
the fishery or somebody had dammed up a creek. God he was up there. Today you 
can't. The unionization of that .... And to give you a practical example of this, 
when I was in New Brunswick and I came back here, and I agreed to come back to 
BC when they asked me to run Plateau Mills and Columbia Cellulose and 
Kootenay Forest Products and Ocean Falls. They'd all been taken over by 
government. They asked me to put them back into the private sector and when I 
came back, ... to take that over, the theme I was just moving in there, ... just 
missed it, I was moving in a theme and it just disappeared. Now I missed the 
point. Better get another one, I'll come back to it again. 

Gail: The Ocean Falls you were saying ... and privatization? 

Ocean Falls ... and privatization and bringing it back into the public sector and 
Kootenay Forest Products and PlateauMills and bring these all back. You see 
there's no place on the coast ... getting back in paper and so on. When I came back 
to Ocean Falls, there's no place on that coast ... I've got it now. Two things that 
happened. One was the development of the self-dumping log barge and that was 
with BC Forest Products who had a tree farm license on the west side of 
Vancouver Island and their mill, they built it at Crofton over on the east side of 
Vancouver Island. And to get the logs from one to the other, you had to put them 
in what they called Davis Rafts. And it used to cost them about $10 a thousand to 
wire these rafts up so they could tow them against the outside. And I stopped 
allowing them $10 a thousand in stumpage dues for making Davis rafts because I 
said they could haul those logs up the Alberni canal in a bag boom, just stick a 
bag around them and tow them up without building this at $10 a thousand for the 
logs. And they said, "but our mill isn't up the Alberni canal". I said "I know it 
isn't but the people in BC aren't going to pay you to take all your logs around 
Vancouver Island where you built the mill at Crofton". So they went away and 
they were quiet. Never said anything. By God off they came with this self loading, 
self- dumping log barge and the fellow put in charge of it was one of my old 
family relatives. I didn't know that, who had been a logger all his life and he was 
out and around that. And that self-dumping, self-loading log barge, as against the 
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old way of towing logs all up and down, revolutionized logging on the coast 
which many people don't realize. Completely revolutionized the whole business 
because before that the whole coast, along with the forest rangers and the gypos 
and everybody who had a littlle log booms around here, tugboats would come 
along and gather up these ... and put them into a big tow and then the tugboat 
would tow them down the coast and then another tugboat would come down. The 
little tugboats would work with the big tugboats and they could all get these 
together and the little gypo logger, he had a few logs, so many logs, and they'd 
buy them off him and pay him and he could pay his men and so on. Well then 
when the self-dumping log barge came along, before you could call it in, you 
needed a vast quantity of logs to make it .. . you had to assemble a whole pile of 
logs to make it efficient. To assemble that you had to have a pretty big camp and 
you had to have a lot of money to get all these logs out so all the gypos 
disappeared, almost. The small guys almost disappeared on the outside coast that 
were there. And working. And then once you had the big camps, you didn't have a 
community and so the companies had to fly them in every two weeks. So they'd 
be about 2 weeks on and 2 weeks off, or a week off or something like that. And 
the cost, both of the cookhouses to keep them up there and the flying them back 
and forth every two weeks meant that it had to be a pretty large, pretty efficient 
operation because there's no place for people to live. And so what happened, if 
you look at the coast today, from one end of Vancouver Island up to the north, like 
Port Hardy, there's all kinds of activity on the mainland side but it's only a few 
short ... and speedboats they have today, they can stick these speed boats on and 
get across there, so the families and stuff can live on Vancouver Island in those 
communities and they can speed them across to their logging sites. So they could 
handle all that area up to the end of Vancouver Island pretty efficiently. But from 
there on up, you either had to fly them in or forget about logging. There's much 
less ... as I said to you before, there's less activity there now than there was 50 
years ago. Okay, you put me back to Ocean Falls. When I went to Ocean Falls we 
already had a community, schools, hospital clinic, the whole thing, and I felt ... 
and also something else which I was trying to do and I couldn't get the 
government that was employing me to take any interest in it at all, but that forest 
up there, the Ocean Falls, has about 20% decadent cedar. 

Gail: What is that? Decadent cedar? 

Rotten, no good. Dead. It's still from cedar, as you know it preserves for a long 
time, but it's solid but the trees are dead. They're not growing. And it's about 
20% of your volume up there and so there's two things I was in that got washed 
out and have come to life some place else. One was, I looked at all this cedar and 
you can't have a timber sale unless they take everything off the thing. You can't 
just take off the good and leave 20% of old cedar up there. You have to take it all 
off. If you're taking that off on a timber sale. So I reasoned what am I going to do 
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with this old cedar. Well a lot of it you can take out and get solid chunks of cedar, 
and cedar is valuable, and you can use it for lumber, but there's an awful lot of 
waste in it. At the same time, what are you going to do with all this waste? And 
that believe it or not, that's when I first got into oriented strandboard. You know 
how we've been going with these boards, these formulated boards, with strands 
but they still didn't give you the strength, support, that you had with plywood. So 
with oriented strandboard ws to ... the theory when it came up was to lay down the 
strips, the bottom strip parallel to the length of the sheet and the middle at right 
angles and the top parallel to the length of the sheet, and then put them all 
together, and then you could get the strength component of plywood so it can be 
used for structural purposes and so on, which is pretty well dominating the market 
as you see any place you look these days. However, when it started, to try and get 
it here in BC ... and this is something else about forestry in BC ... the rest of the 
continent had become pretty well moved over, particularly from Manitoba and 
Ontario and the northern States, they had all moved into this kind of boarding. But 
in British Columbia we were dominated by the plywood manufactures and they 
used to say to me ... and they said this to the government who I was employed by 
at that time ... you know if Williston makes this go, you know what you're going 
to do with our plywood plant, you know, to all our plywood business. And they 
were able to keep any support I had. In any event, with this decadent cedar, I 
decided "my god, we can make oriented strandboard out of that stuff that will 
certainly be very, very popular at least in Japan" and it will be a lighter oriented 
strandboard than the stuff that's made from the heavier woods. And the worst 
thing about oriented strand board is it's so heavy compared to it's weight for 
shipping purposes. Anyway, I went through all that activity and I determined that 
we could use this 20% low grade cedar, or dead cedar, and be able to mill out the 
firm values that would give you a lumber component and would be able to use the 
waste in chip form the same we as we've done up in Prince George in the pulp 
mills. So I took this the whole way and I made some experimental boards of 
oriented strand board with cedar and I got the market established in Japan and 
then I got enough boards produced, and I had to do it down in Oregon ... Idaho, 
sorry. And I took the waste cedar for experimental purposes that floats down the 
river, the Fraser River, and is caught down at the mouth of the Fraser and they 
catch all these rotten cedar logs .... And what happens in the river there is there's 
70 cedar mills on the Fraser River and because of the environmental restriction 
and so on, cedar is toxic. You can't put it on the land and the burners were such 
that they didn't have any luck with those. So what happened when the people 
bought a cedar boom and it had a lot of waste in it, and it was all out of cedar and 
they were all on the Fraser and they're all out on the current, strangely at night, 
things happened and the boom got up and [the logs get down the thing??] and it 
would all accumulate down there at the mouth of the Fraser and then they're 
pulled up ... they had to pull them up and bum them and do whatever they're 
doing. Anyway, I went down there and got this cedar and I couldnt' get anybody 
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to work with me in British Columbia because for this oriented strand board you 
have to have fibres about that long [indicates length] or longer, so that meant I had 
to make a maxi chip ... . not just an ordinary chip. To get these fibres it had to be a 
big one so that when they worked them they could make a maxi chip. So in 
Wenatchee, in the aluminum plant in Wenatchee, they use also a maxi chip in part 
of their aluminum manufacture there,. And this fellow that made maxi chips, I 
was able to get him to bring his machine down to Everest, north of Seattle and 
they took loads of this cedar from the dump in the Fraser and I took it down and I 
got him to create these chips, maxi chips up there, and then I had to change the 
[inaudible??] through rotating machine with ... to cut the fibres ... cut these chips 
with the long fibres. Found out that steel gets immediately dulled with cedar. It 
takes the best steel you can get to cut cedar. So finally we found this steel ... two 
sets of knives in Sweden and Weyerhauser lent me one of these ... you can say the 
dirty things about Weyerhouser, they helped me more times enough. They lent me 
one of these rotational devices that cuts up the cedar and so we got it all ready to 
go to cut these fibres so I could take these fibres down to Potlatch to put them into 
boards, the first ones, and I got two sets of knives just to do these experimental 
ones, and that cost me enough, and I stuck the first set of knives into this sort 
[inaudible??] and for some reason, when they were washing the chips, when they 
floated them down, something plugged and some of the chips went over and 
didn't get washed but they got into this drum, refiner. And they started the darn 
thing up and almost immediately, and when these chips had gone over a certain 
amount of stones had gone in with it, the stones immediately dulled these knives 
and they wouldn't cut any. Geez I thought we were dead. We brought these all the 
way from Sweden. Anyway, I had two sets and we found out what the problem 
was and put the second set in and luckily with the second set, we didn't have any 
trouble with it. We worked off enough of these fibres to take down to make these 
boards in Potlatch, to get into the States. I got them all through .. . brought the 
barge back and got them all through for the standards ... for building standards, 
you know, before you can put the board on the market it has to be for strength and 
everything else. Got that all in and we're all ready to go. Got the land in New 
Westminster, not New Westminster, on the Fraser River, got the design for the 
plant to do this but I couldn't get the government to give me any backing 
whatsoever. I went through all these 70 mills and made arrangements where we'd 
install maxi chippers in all these mills and that would put out their beehive 
burners. All this was done. And Don Phillips was in Dawson Creek at the time 
and the United States' company, they financed .. . that company is up there in 
Dawson Creek right now making boards, up there, and they financed the 
Americans and the rest of that but they wouldn't give me [inaudible??]. We had 
everything, the design, everything done. But to show how things carry on, the only 
person in BC that was giving me any encouragement and followed all this was 
Dave Ainsworth in 100 Mile, down here. So when I got stopped, Dave kept 
going with all the material and the information we had and he put up the first OSB 
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plant in 100 Mile House. And that was the initial one. And since then, he's put 
another plant at the 100 which is a very, very modem facility, and then he's put 
one in Grand Prairie, and he's building one, the biggest plant in the world at 
Highview right now in Alberta. 

Gail: But he's not using cedar? 

No, no. He's using ... if you're going up and down the caribou, you notice that 
they're cutting this poplar down and he's not ... no he's not using neither the cedar 
nor the .... I mean he went on from there. He puts the whole log in now and the 
whole log ... which they never had before. They used to have small chip logs and 
they'd chip them this way but he's developed that skill enough so that he's got ... 
I gather that the one now in 100 ... the one in Grand Prairie is better and the one 
in Highview is going to be the most modem oriented strand board plant. But all 
I'm saying is it started from .... But he's using pret near anything. He'll take .... 
He's not segregating his species for this the way we did, but he's taking a lot of 
this poplar, and poplar has always been used for these [inaudible??] boards. And 
that was ... I started out here, with Dr. Klitas, came back from looking at the 
poplar and he thought we could use "wonderful poplar". I mean what goes around 
comes around. 

Gail: Did anything ever get done with the cedar? 

No, nothing and they completely closed down. And I wouldn't clean out. I 
designed Ocean Falls ... I didn't finish the story of what I was going to do with 
Ocean Falls and improve the whole culture on the coast. You can't afford 
nowadays to take the low grade wood from the upper coast all the way down to 
the lower coast and to redistribute it into mills down there that can utilize that ... 
the cost of handling, goes up and down and taking ... it's such that it's absolutely 
prohibitive. High grade logs will always pay their way but the low grade ones ... 
this is what I [inaudible??] before. I said you should mix up the good with the bad 
so the good can pay the way of the bad. And their sale should have done this and 
that could have accommodated this so that the cost of taking down the good stuff 
would help pay for the cost of taking down the bad stuff. Anyway, we had all the 
power at Ocean Falls in there, 28 megawatts most of the time, and it's perfect for 
chipping because if you run out and you have to stop for short periods of time, 
like when everything freezes up at Ocean Falls in the winter time, you don't get 
any water in the summer time, you can stop. If it was a chipping operation and you 
were just creating chips, it's not like pulp and paper, it wouldn't make any 
difference to you. They'd just have to lay people off. And so we had all these 
facilities all planned, all organized and so we were going to take down the low 
grade and do this other work in the chipping at Ocean Falls and coordinate the 
whole business. And that was the time ... I told you I'd been in China. I couldn't 
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figure out why the Chinese were just taking our good logs and so on so I went 
over, ostensibly to see what other grade of logs they could use and found they 
could use low grade logs for what they were doing, which we could segregate, like 
way up there on the upper coast. And we had a people place, where people could 
live. We had a place where gypo loggers could go out and come in on the 
weekends. We had schools. We had houses, we had power. We had everything. 
They just said no. As it happened ... well a funny thing ... I shouldn't be so 
detrimental about [inaudible??] even my old acquaintances with ... when I was on 
the executive management with BC Hydro for many years, 10 years, we tried to 
get BC Hydro to take over the power plant at Ocean Falls because when you close 
it down and that dam's there, you're not allowed to leave the dam. You have to 
destroy the dam if you're not going to use it anymore and it was going to cost 
about $3 million to destroy that dam and so we wanted to have power generated 
and used either for chipping or for anything else. It was there. Everything was 
provided. Anyway, when Hydro wouldn't do it, one of their young engineers said 
he'd take over the plant and run it and he'd build a line to Bella Bella himself. 
He'd build a power line to Bella Bella. Instead of running diesel plants at Bella 
Bella, he'd run it from the hydro plant at Ocean Falls. Again, you think this was 
easy. They had to force that through, through a friend of mine at the top of Hydro 
to get him a decent price for his power. He ran it through ... but Hydro still wanted 
to build more diesel plants and cut him off. And just recently, within the last 6 
months, they tried to cut the price. He'd run through his first contract. They tried 
to cut his price in half, which he couldn't operate then and they'd have to build a 
new plant. So it managed to get through enough on that with BC Hydro that he's 
had a new contract to keep him going. But a lot of people don't realize how 
difficult some of these relationships they're making ... common sense and 
everything else. 

Gail: And all the deals that have to go on to make it all work. 

And this fellow, he was an engineer. I mean he didn't build it himself but he hired 
people and put out the [inaudible??], ran the transmission lines, and he runs the 
plant. He's an engineer and he can run the plant. He has operators on duty there. 
What time did you say? 

Gail: Yeah, I guess you should probably wind up now. 

We're within 5 minutes of having to be out of here. You're supposed to be gone. 
Go. 

Gail: Thank you so much. This has been fascinating. 

Well I hope you got something out of it. 
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Gail: We've gotten an awful lot out of it and as I said, we'll process this and 
we'll send you the transcript and anything you want changed or amended or 
re-spelled or anything, when you get around to it, that's great. And then if 
you have any thoughts ... if you want to come back and talk to us more or if 
you want to talk to a tape and send it to us .... 

Well if you have something that comes up or you want something commented on, 
I don't mind doing it. 

Gail: That would be great. We might either send you ... or call you from time 
to time, if that's alright? 

That's alright. Well because I'm actually interested ... I think this place has a role 
to play and I don't think anybody ... you can't ... on the coast, their interests are 
entirely different, and the thing that appealed to me more than anything else now, 
and activated me more than anything else was the fact that the other day when I 
was at the 10th anniversary, they said 64% of your graduates are working in the 
north, and that was the thing that really [inaudible??] me. 

Gail: They also ... early on they did a survey that suggested that about ... I 
think it was about 60% of the students who were from the north said they 
wouldn't have gone south, so they wouldn't have gone to university if they 
had to go down to one of those. And that's a good thing too. 

And the combination of the two of them. You'd better get out of here. 

[ end of interview] 
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