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University of Northern British Columbia
3333 University Way,
Prince George, B. C.
V2L4Z9

December 4, 1999

Mr. Bob Harkins
9590 Chilcotin Rd .
Prince George, B. C.
V2N SB
Dear Mr. Harkins:
It was a pleasure discussing the history of Penny with you on November 26th. Thank-you for
taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser
Research Project. Your memories and the photo of the Penny mill will greatly enhance the
research project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. We enjoyed the
discussion immensely.
If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary researchers at
the following numbers:
Gail F ondahl
Greg Halseth
Aileen Expiritu
Tracy Summerville

(250) 960-5856
(250) 960-5826
(250) 960-6684
(250) 960-663 7

Thank you again, your help was greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

~L
Shelley Rennick
(Tracy Summerville student)
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CONSENT FORM

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history
of the communities along the Upper Fraser river, and how they have
changed over time, especially with changes in the forest industry. The
purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations
affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these
communities.
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My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at
any time and withdraw my information from the project at any time. The information
that I provide to the project will be confidential. This means that my name will not appear
on any research products unless I indicated otherwise. My participation in the research
may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information.
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The recordings resulting from my participation in this community based research project
whether they are audio, video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/ or
transcriptions and/or images (e.g. maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used
for the following purposes:

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/ or Presentations about the Project

2. Project Reports
3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s)

I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/ or images may be used by other scholars
and/ or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. Transcripts
of this interview will only be made available to public archives after a ten year period has
elapsed from the time of completion of the project.

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings at the appropriate
archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me.

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above.

Signature of Participant
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Interview #4

Bob Harkins

November 26, 1999

Shelley: So again, just so that we have it on record, on tape, the interview, this is
an interview with Bob Harkins, and it's being conducted by Shelley Rennick and
Aileen Espiritu, and I'm sorry, Vanessa. And we'll be going through the history of
Penny as Bob remembers it, in the time that he was there and what he knows
about the time on the Upper Fraser between then and now. So, I guess we can start
really broadly Bob by saying what's the one thing that you remember most about
your time spent in Penny?
Bob: Well, some of the activities that I was involved in, and the sorts of interests
that I developed there, and the friendships that I developed there are those things
that stand out in my mind. Those are the lasting things.
Shelley: Was there anything that changed the way people lived, the way ... what
were the major events that took place in Penny while you were there? Were there
any new mills that started up? Was there any major activity around mills that shut
down? Was there any controversy?
Bob: Well there was, basically, there'd been a lot of changes in Penny but while I
was there, there hadn't been any really large change in terms of the mill is still
there and it was always operating. There had been a change of ownership that
didn't affect things too much. It went from Standard Tie and Timber, the name of
the company, to the company which was owned by [inaudible??] Moore from
Vancouver Island who had a logging business around Courtney called Tobin Pile,
I think his name was Thurston. That was the only change. So there was a
corporate change but that didn't affect me too much because I was just [inaudible]
so it really didn't affect our lives too much.
Shelley: It didn't make any major changes in the mill and the community?
Bob: Oh, there was changes in the operational approach perhaps. They brought
ideas, and they always change ways of doing things and that sort of thing but they
usually found out that the right way to do things was just probably the way
experience dictated it and [inaudible ??], and sort of came around. I mean, the
experience of the people that lived there, if they were wise they would kind of use
that experience. You couldn't come up from Vancouver Island and apply the same
harvesting techniques and the same attitudes to what they found at Penny because
the logging approach and everything depended on the size of the timber and trees,
and all these things dictated the approach to how you do things.
Shelley: Bob, when was Penny first incorporated as a townsite community place
to ...
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Bob: Oh, it goes way, way back, I guess, to the first trappers that came there and
that was probably in the early ... around the turn of the century, a little after that.
There was some old timers there and came in and started trapping. And then really
it started to develop after the coming of the railroad, the Grand Trunk Pacific, and
that probably opened up the country as it did the whole East Line because it made
it possible to transport lumber. The trees were there and then they had a railway to
take the lumber product out so that was an opportunity that developed the
industry. Because all of the East Line communities, and I consider the East Line
communities as communities on the CN line between Prince George and
McBride, and they were basically lumber communities, small communities in the
main, but they were the real economic life blood of Prince George because most
of the money was spent in Prince George, and the payrolls eventually found their
way into Prince George businesses to a large extent.
Shelley: You made some mention of the railway being the way they transported ...
they finally had a way to transport the lumber out. Did they have any other means
of transportation for the logs or the finished product? The lumber?
Bob: No.
Shelley: They didn't use the river to float the logs?
Bob: Oh yeah, but that was part of the process. But to move the finished product,
they didn't move on the river [freight??]. They moved the logs, which was the raw
material, down the river, floated them down to the sawmill, where they were
manufactured into lumber and then they were loaded onto boxcars and shipped
out on the railroad. But certainly the river was an important part of the process in
getting the lumber to the mill.
Shelley: Do you recall them stopping that transportation of raw materials and
when was that? I don't think they do that anymore, do they?
Bob: No, I think they probably would if they could but what happened was they
cut the ... if this was the accessible timber that was cut along the riverbanks, I
mean that's where the large timber was, the best timber was, and that's what fed
those early mills was the accessible timber which was usually close to the river.
So they logged in the winter time and then they [pulled??] the logs ... Of course the
river was frozen in the winter time so they couldn't use it for transportation but
they decked all the logs on the side of the river. And for instance Penny, there was
a number of logging camps upriver. They were always upstream so the water
could ... so the current could bring them on down. They didn't bring them upriver
because they didn't have the power to do that. So it was sort of mother nature they
depended on. And so they'd log all winter and then when break up came and the
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ice melted on the river, they'd start to dump the logs all summer, and that's when
the mills operated. This is the case of Penny but I can't speak for all of the mills.
But that's how Penny operated, and then all of the logs would come down and
they would catch them in what they called a pocket and boom them, and take them
from there with a Jack [inaudible??], and then they'd reprocess them [inaudible
??]. And that required people who worked on the river. They would be called the
river crew, and they reared all of this .... What would happen, of course there was
freshets and rain and all these sorts of things and the river rises and [inaudible ??]
in the course of the summer. And there's all kinds of shallow places and sandbars
and that sort of thing and these logs would get hung up, and so these crews would
come along and roll them off into the water, or towed them off with river boats.
And then at appropriate places they would put in what were called Fin Booms.
And Fin Booms were booms of logs that had a sort of a rudder structure that
would keep them out so when the logs came around the comer, drifting down,
they'd hit the Fin Booms and the Fin Booms would keep them out into the main
stream so they wouldn't get caught up in the back channels and the back waters.
So you lessen the amount of work that was required to keep them on their way to
the mill. So it was all that kind of thing. So those river crews were very important
in the process of getting the logs down and they'd just keep dumping them all
summer and catching them at the mill and saw them. And it was a very .... And it
didn't hurt the river at all. It wasn't ... it would hurt a small [inauadible ??] or
something. They got it out but the river itself was so big and forgiving that you
can ... that didn't bother the river. The river flushes itself out.
Shelley: If the mills sawed all the timber that came down in the summer, what did
the mill workers do all winter?
Bob: They logged.
Shelley: So they were the same crews?
Bob: Pretty well, yeah.
Shelley: Which is a bit different than now, eh?
Bob: Oh yeah, but that's exactly what you did. You just switched. When the
winter came you became a logger and in the summer you became a mill worker,
so it worked very well.
Shelley: When did you move to Penny?
Bob: I moved in 1950.
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Shelley: What took you to Penny?
Bob: Well, I was living in Victoria and I was young and at loose ends, and my
parents, ... my father was in the sawmill business [inaudible??], and they moved
out there. So I thought, hell, I'd go up there and work in the woods for a winter
and I was going to go up for a couple of months. I always say that I never made
enough money to buy a bus ticket out but I've been here ever since. I just liked the
area and I met my wife, my wife to be, and I just enjoyed it there.
Shelley: Were your parents in Penny or ... ?
Bob: They were in Penny, yeah.
Shelley: So your father was a logger as well.
Bob: No, my father was a saw filer.
Shelley: Oh yeah? So he worked in the mill and ...
Bob: It was a trade, eh. He was a tradesman.
Shelley: And when did you move away from Penny?
Bob: I came into school here in 1952. I finished high school in Victoria and I
came up and I worked for a few years. Then I had the idea of going back to
university, so I went in and I took my senior matric., which was Grade 13,
equivalent of first year university, in at the dormitory. And Barbara, my wife, was
in Grade 12. She was finishing her high school. And we both stayed in the
dormitory that we spoke of the other day, which was kind of unique. And at any
rate ... which also changed the lives of a lot of young people because they finally
had an opportunity to go out and get a high school education. Because prior to
that, people couldn't afford to send their kids and they usually quit school and ....
schools went to Grade 8. I think Penny was a two room school and it went to
Grade 8, and after Grade 8, the boys would go out and go to work and the girls
would get married at 14 or 15.
Shelley: That's different these days.
Bob: Yeah, but you didn't have many choices. That was the natural scheme of
things.
Shelley: So when you came into school, that was here in Prince George?
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Bob: uh-huh.
Shelley: And you said you stayed in the dormitory ...
Bob: The high school dormitory which was a very unique thing. It was started in
Prince George by the School District and without the knowledge of the Ministry
of Education in Victoria, [or ??] they would never have started it. But they had
some very imaginative and daring people who did it and it worked. Once it
worked, then Victoria didn't really [inaudible ??] them. Actually it was a
conspiracy of the administration and the school district and the school board that
did it. But they happened to be people that didn't go by the rules, but achieved
things. And those people would achieve things [inaudible???]. At any rate, that's
a different story. But it allowed ... because you could go into these schools and
everybody could afford it because you would go in on the train, and you stay in
there - you could come home on the weekends but most people didn't. It was hard
[inaudible]. But you went in and we boarded at the dorm, and went to the public
high school.
Shelley: Which was where at that time?
Bob: Which was where the School District administration building is now. That
was the high school back then, where the administration is, next to Duchess Park.
Duchess Park wasn't there then, and that was the Prince George Senior High
School. So we went there and there was about 90 kids in it when I was in the
dorm, staying at the dorm, boys and girls. And the way it worked, we all had our
jobs to do there, so they didn't have to hire anybody. It was so different from
today. You couldn't operate today and that's why you couldn't do it today. The
kids themselves did the work. The girls - we had one cook there for 90 people girls did all the laying out of the table, washing the dishes, and peeling spuds. And
the boys did all the floors and the place was spotless because we waxed and
washed the floors every day. And everybody had a job and you did it and then you
went to school, and that was a very disciplined situation. You couldn't stay out,
you couldn't stay out after ... bed check was at 9:00. You had to study in your
rooms and there was usually 4 kids to a room, and we had bunk beds. And you
had enough tables to work on and the kids did scholastically far better than the
town kids. Their grades were ... because they were motivated more by the
opportunity to get in this, and also they were disciplined and they were structured
in terms of study and that sort of thing. If they were lackadaisical, phone the
parents, and [inaudible??] kids. Well there you did. Well I guess you could play
knots and crosses if you wanted but you were in your room doing it in that
specified time. So anyway, that changed the whole pattern and that started after
the war, about 1948. Up until then, kids never had an opportunity in those places.
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Shelley: To further their education past about Grade 8?
Bob: Yeah, unless they were incredible. Well, people didn't have the money, you
know. People that worked there ... I mean, the owners' kids could but ...
Shelley: How did those that were further educated react when they went back to
the community in the summer, or on holidays, or weekends, if they did go back?
Or did they go back?
Bob: Oh yeah. I think they went back. For instance, Danny Louisier, who's a PhD
here, you're looking at a product there. Danny was born on a freight train between
Penny and McBride, with Terry, his Mom was 9 months pregnant. He [inaudible
??] it and then it happened and Danny is a product, so just talk to him. He's been
[inaudible??]. Danny wouldn't have had that opportunity. Mind you ... I shouldn't
... no, he was going to school, and then his Dad, Earl, his Dad went to Vanderhoof
and that's where he got the opportunity. But had he stayed there, he would have
not had the opportunity unless he had gone to the dorm. But the opportunity was
there and Danny has gone through the system. And there's a number of people,
like dentists and all kinds of things, that would have been pulling lumber on the
boom chain.
Shelley: How many people lived out there when you were there?
Bob: Hard to say because there was never a Census taken. You had to realize too
that it was very transitory. We always used to say there was a crew working, and a
crew coming in, and a crew working, and one that's catching the train out. And
that was true with basically the single men, which were a large part of the work
force. And they stayed in the bunkhouse. But they were pretty free-spirited people
and they would go into town and get drunk and forget to catch the train, and find
another job in another sawmill. Because they hired, mainly they were hired in the
beer parlours in those days. That was the employment agency. So that was a
constant turnover. Married people, no, because it isn't that easy to pull out stakes
and ... so the married people were the basic consistent core workers and then the
majority of them were single men who came in and ate at the cookhouse, lived in
the bunkhouse.
Shelley: So would you say that the majority of the population was ... what would
it have been? A 25% married ...
Bob: It's very hard for me to even estimate. It was probably ... we estimate there
might have been as many as 700 people there at the top ... when it was at its peak
and that would fluctuate of course. And that's a guess too. We had our reunion a
few years ago and we worked on it for about 2 years, and all of us have a pretty
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good knowledge, but those kind of statistics were never kept so it's just sort of a
hazy memory. You knew ... there just wasn't a way to get everybody together at
the same time. It's hard to explain but I think it was around that number, 6-700
people.
Shelley: And why did you leave?
Bob: I went to school, and then Barbara and I had coming ... and I had been
brought up, and Barbara had been brought up, in communities like that. We
wanted to look for something a bit bigger. And Prince George was 5000 people. It
was a big city to us and so I had an opportunity to get into the broadcasting
business and Barbara got a job in the bank as a clerk in the Royal Bank.
Shelley: And when was that?
Bob: That was in 1950, late 1953, but we went back ... because our parents were
still there. We used to keep in contact with the community at that time, and until
they moved and then ... But we've always ... We go back every year. We still have
friends there and we never severed the connection. There's only 12 people there
and we go up there a lot. We increase the population by 10%.
Shelley: So what does the whole 12 people that live up there now, what do they
do? Are they retirees?
Bob: Well, it's kind of interesting. There isn't much to do there except it's people
that want a way of life and they basically are retired people. All the ... and
Clarence there, is sort of the unofficial mayor. Clarence was born in 1931 and he's
never left, except for a couple of years, and Olga came there as a school teacher in
about 1950, and they're both really interesting people. Olga's background is really
interesting. She comes from Kelowna but she came up there right after graduating
from normal school, or teaching school - it was a 2 year course then. And the
school was in Victoria, the Victoria Normal School, before education was
attached to the University of Victoria. Well that wasn't even there then. But
before it really got attached to UBC, Faculty of Education, it was a 2 year
program. Most teachers didn't get a ... in those days, didn't get a BA unless they
were teaching at the high school level. But elementary school teachers ... then they
would get accreditation approved in summer schools and things like that while
they were working. Olga and Erica came there and Erica Ernst who was a ... and
they came, they're just out of normal school and they were both from the
Okanagan, and they ... I think it was their first school.
Shelley: Was she related to Olga or they were just two teachers that came up?
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Bob: No, they were two teachers who knew each other from Normal School and
they both came from the Okanagan Valley. I don't know if they knew one another
but here these two young women went and then there's no young women in the
community and there's a hell of a lot of young guys and so when .... What we
called them in those days, we called them school marrns. That was the ... still
using the old name for school teachers. In the country, school teachers were called
school marrns. When the school marrns came, that was when all of the roosters
showed up in their finery and hung around there. It was really interesting, and then
the school marrns sort of got to pick whom they wanted. They got the cream of the
crop. They both picked, those two, both picked good men and they both stayed
there. Erica's husband was killed. He was a pilot and a logger and many years ago
he crashed his plane in the Fraser River. But she's remarried now and she's lived
here in town for years and years, has grandchildren, and Olga has great
grandchildren. But Olga stayed there. And they're still there because that's where
they're happiest. They're neat people.
Shelley: 50 years they've there?
Bob: Yup. And they ...
Shelley: Pretty longevity, those people are.
Bob: They ... for instance you asked what they did. They just retired. They started a
salmon hatchery and Chinook Salmon Enhancement Program which they worked
with in conjunction with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, and also
Northwood, and they have been stocking, restocking, a lot of the chinook creeks
in the Upper Fraser - chinook Salmon. And they did that for probably 17 years or
so. They retired about 2 years or so. The hatchery is still on their property. It's still
operating but they just relaxed a little bit.
Shelley: So that was a partnership with Northwood? Or it was ...
Bob: No, it was partially funded by Northwood and partially funded by the DFO
and supported by Northwood. Northwood was very involved.
Shelley: So who runs that now?
Bob: Well, the DFO now and they pay people to work. And then there's a couple
of young guys out there who are starting a very unique business. They have
developed an organic vegetable farm and we were just amazed when he went back
there and went down town. Scott and Uvi, their names are, I don't know. They're
much younger than us and I would know them because they worked at the ... one
of them worked at the hatchery with Clarence, so I know him but .... A lot of those
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places, you don't care about last names. You would just say Uvi and Scott and
that's the way you'd operate. Anyway, they came up with this idea and they
started with nothing and they've developed an incredible garden. We couldn't
believe it when we saw it. I mean, they've started to sell their product, and it's
difficult to get the product to market because they have to bring it across the river.
They have to reload it. They have to load on trucks and bring it to the river and
then they boat it across the river. You see, Penny isn't connected with a road.
Shelley: Still it's not connected?
Bob:; No, there is a back road that is a winter logging road but most people don't
use it. They come across the river. Mind you, they want it that way. It keeps the ....
I mean they're there for a reason. And they have control over who comes and
goes.
Shelley: So how do most people get over there then? Is a lot of the transportation
is by train?
Bob: Well, nobody goes there by train anymore. They drive out, because it's fairly
easy. You drive out on the way to McBride, then you see the Penny access road.
You go down there 5 miles, you come down to what they call the landing. And
then you've got to get across the river. Well the river is about 100 metres across
there. And it's cold and it's a hell of a swim so ... and it's swift [inaudible??]. So
it's like a moat around the castle. So if you brought your own canoe or something,
you would have no trouble at all. Then you would [inaudible??]. But basically
they have control over the river. Because we make arrangements for them to pick
us up, eh.
Shelley: So some of the residents have river boats or whatever?
Bob: So if they didn't want to ... yeah. If they didn't want us to come across they
wouldn't pick us up. What I'm saying is they're not anti-social but it's nice that
they don't have vandalism and what not. Like anything that's open nowadays
would have nuts going through there but this just keeps the [inaudible ??].
Shelley: So the transportation of all of this organic ... are these farmers producing
enough to ...
Bob: Yeah, they bring it across .... Well, I don't know but I know we signed up.
What they do is they have an incredible system and if you can get in on it, get in
on it, because the food, the vegetables are just incredible. They're certified organic
and they're not like these miserable little dried up organic high priced stuff at the

Interview #4

Bob Harkins

November 26, 1999

9

Shelley: Overwaitee?
Bob: Supermarkets yeah. It's beautiful stuff. And they bring it in a box. They have
these big rubbermaid plastic boxes, and they fill that with whatever produce ...
you don't know what you're getting. You could be getting kale and spinach, or
radishes, or whatever is going, whatever they're harvesting throughout the
summer. And they bring it in, and they deliver it right to your door, and they
charge you $21 a week. And I mean you can't even begin to buy this stuff. We
just eat vegetables until it's coming out of our ears. It's just great. Anyway, that's
the one industry that they're trying to build there. They were taking it into the
farmers' market down by the courthouse on Saturdays but they sort of ... they
weren't too happy with that and so they just sort of expanded. And I hope it works
for them. And they grow hogs and turkeys too. Like, we bought our Christmas
turkey from them and [inaudible ??] and stuff it in the deep freeze. But anyway, so
they're trying to ... they're never going to make money out of it but they're going
to be able to sustain a lifestyle and that's basically what these people want to do.
The other people out there are people that have been working and probably retired
and staying in Penny. There's not a lot of people out there but people who have
[inaudible??] every time we come over. And it's cheaper to live there because
there isn't all the stuff to spend your money on. They'll all come into town and if
you came in often, it would be expensive because of the price of gas. But it's
cheaper to live there. You can have a garden and if you hunt and fish, you can sort
of sustain yourself fairly well. But that's what the [inaudible??]
Shelley: You just made me think of something and then I lost it. Anyway, it'll
come back to me. When you first started talking ...
Bob: I should just say too, there's no CN crews there. When I was there, there was
always a CN section crew, people worked the track, that maintained the track., but
that isn't done anymore because with the technology, and the improved rails and
ties and all that sort of thing, and the [valice?], they don't have to do so much
maintenance. So the maintenance, like everything, is centralized pretty well in
Prince George. But there was always a section crew there and so they always were
part of that community as well. That's no longer there. There was also a station
there, which you can see if you go down to the railway museum, the Penny
station. That was brought in by ... that is the original Penny station. So there was
always a station agent there, because it was a busy place. There was all the freight
cars coming in and we're going back to the steam era now, when there was no
modem communications. You couldn't talk between trains like you can now. It
was all done with telegraphy and so you had to have a station agent, and the orders
were given on the trains from station agents. You had to have somebody manning
the telegraph keys so you knew when the trains were coming or you'd kill a lot of
people. So all of those people are no longer ... they've all been put out of business
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by technology. Now a train can just stop, the fogger, the head end guy, the
engineer or whatever you call him, picks up a phone, he can talk to anybody on
the line. They don't even have dispatchers now. There was dispatcher in Prince
George, there was a dispatcher in McBride, and then all these station agents. So
there was a good payroll of railway people in the bigger communities like Penny
and Giscome and Sinclair Mills, and all those sort of places. And then the steam
engines used to have to boil that with water so there would be water towers there
so they could fill their boilers with water. And of course, technology has just
changed all of that. So there's fewer and fewer people required to run a railroad
and all of these communities ... that's been part of the shrinkage too is the
technology of the railroad. But the railway, there was that component in the town
[inaudible ??]
Shelley: So you were either a mill worker, or a railway worker, or ...
Bob: Or nothing.
Shelley: Or nothing.
Bob: There were a couple of farmers out there but you either worked in the mill
.... They were sawmill towns, you know. "You load 16 tons and what do you get,
another day older and deeper in debt". No, but that's ... houses were company
houses. If they didn't like you, you were gone.
Shelley: Oh, they were company provided houses?
Bob: Oh yeah, in most cases in Penny. A lot of the other places, and people would
build their own kind of shanties and stuff, but the houses themselves in Penny,
were basically the married people lived in company houses. There was a couple of
farms and the Boudreau's had their place but mainly people lived in .... And they
were very cheap to rent. If the companies were ... mainly though, they were pretty
benevolent. You know, the management, my wife's family, were managers and
owners for years and they were good people. They didn't ... it goes historically
through some of these company rumours and things in books [inaudible ????]. It
was a very [inaudible??], and they were all part of the social system. He wasn't a
big unsung hero. [inaudible??]. It was pretty democratic.
Shelley: There was in the company town I lived in, but anyway, we won't go
there.
Bob: No, and I lived in places like Albemi and the bosses lived up on the hill in a
big ranch. It wasn't the case there. They were all in the same .... you went to the
dances and stuff and everybody .... You know, I mean they were part of the
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community. It was very democratic.
Shelley: Bob, you started by saying the mill. Was there not more than one mill
operating at any one time?
Bob: Well, there was the mill. And Penny, I can't ... not in my time, it wasn't.
There was a couple of gypo mills, what they called gypos. They were mills that
were contracted to the company. They were portable mills that could sort of move
to where the timber was. They were small and they didn't have a big payroll.
Quite often family operations, like the Hookers, ... that's the name, not the
profession.
Shelley: I'm glad you clarified that.
Bob: The Hookers were quite a dominant bunch from Dome Creek and nobody
ever crossed them either and made fun of their names. But at any rate, Macatsy
and Glen and Ken Hooker had a mill at Penny and they cut for the company. But
they were basically cutting company timber. But that would be the only mill that
was ... there was no competition. Not in that community. Maybe in some of the
others.
Shelley: When was the first mill started out there?
Bob: It goes way, way back to ....
Shelley: This is brand new, when was that built?
Bob: That was built, probably in 1949. What used to happen, the mills burned
down often. It was '51?
Shelley: Yeah, because it was taken later though?
Bob: Yeah, this was taken later but it was probably '49. Yeah, it would have been
'49. What they did, this mill, all of the equipment, all of the machinery from this
mill was bought at Ben Dewarden, from the sawmill that he got. What used to
happen, along the line, was these built mills used to burn down often - when I say
often, every 10 years or so. Because ... all kinds of things, forest fires, and winds
come up the valley, because they all had burners and some of the burners were
open. The wind would just pick it up, and move all that debris, which was all that
scrap. It was an incredible amount of waste in this type of sawmill. It would never
ever be allowed today. Probably 45% of the wood that went into that mill came
out in slabs and sawdust, and the waste was burned. Then there was no byproducts
- there was no product from the mills from that. So there was a lot of waste
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involved. So there were fires frequently. And as a result, they would build ... that's
what happened to this one. This one, it burned and then they built that mill. And
they bought some surplus equipment [inaudible ??].
Shelley: So the first one was built in about '47? The first major mill?
Bob: No, no, it was before that. There's mills going back into the '20s at Penny.
Shelley: And then the final mill ... was it this mill that shut down in the '50s?
Bob: Yeah, no they went from this mill into a portable mill and that sort of
[inaudible ??]. I'm not that sure of the dates for those things but it just sort of just
gradually moved away. When Northwood bought out .... What happened was
Northwood didn't ... in fairness to them, these mills were dinosaurs. They were
built for a different era. They cut all the big timber, like all of the big spruce that
grows on the riverbank in the fertile soil from the river bottom [inaudible??] ....
the biggest trees so you go up the hills and it gets harder and harder and [inaudible
??] so it would produce the big timber. So all of that was along the river and
through the tributaries [inaudible??] in the valleys. It's that bottom land that
produced the trees. Well these mills cut it out, so that's why now, to feed these
mills here, they go up north of Takla Lake, hundreds and hundreds of miles. In
those days, they just cut as far as they could. It wasn't practical to truck in those
days because they didn't have roads or anything so they just cut themselves out of
business. When Northwood came, they were into centralization and they were
looking for the timber on the other side of the hill, the other side of the mountain,
and that's what they were after. So all of these mills closed down. But they were
victims of their own obsolescence.
Shelley: The other side of the mountain, what mountain is that?
Bob: Oh, that's an expression. It's an expression that goes back. My family goes
back in the forest business in BC to 1885, and in those days it was all first growth
timber and prime timber and they were logging their lots with horses and
[steam??] donkeys and that sort of thing, but the old timers never did any
reforestation, eh. The expression was, there's always logs on the other side of the
mountain. But we ran out of mountains. Eventually, we don't have anything on
the other side of the mountain.
Shelley: So you're using it as a figure of speech.
Bob: I'm using it as a figure of speech.
Shelley: But there is a mountain out there.
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Bob: Oh yeah, there's a number of them. Because they're in a valley, and that's
another aspect of community life that's kind of interesting. At any rate, that's
what I mean by the other side of the mountain. It's a figure of speech.
Shelley: Okay.
Bob: But that's what happened. They basically ... they are the result of their own
obsolescence and they were set up to do this and they did it and there was no more
need for it. They couldn't work anymore in the way they were built to work.
Shelley: So besides the work out there, you sound like you've got fond memory.
Bob: Oh yeah, because you had to .... If you go into the culture of a place, there
was very little of that. There was very little to do out there, as you can appreciate.
Most people didn't have electricity. Most people didn't have running water. Most
people used outhouses. This ... were talking basics here, eh. And to my
knowledge, there were never any amateur theatrical groups or choirs or those
kinds of things that people could get involved in, like they did in the city. So you
had a community where your working hours were long, because you used to, back
in those days, you worked 6 days a week and you didn't have much time off. I'm
talking about the men now. Women didn't work at all. There'd be one or two
women working in the office but they were not married women usually. They
were single women. So the social system was basically between women. Men
worked all the time and the women had a very active social life because they had
families to raise and stuff, but they had the time to visit and stuff. And they were
living in a small community. So women probably had more of a social
development then men did. They would play cards and bridge parties and that sort
of thing. I was just saying, Barbara's Mom and my Mom were really good friends,
eh and they were both pretty well educated and they both wrote poetry and they
knew all the classics and they are both incredible in terms of recall and stuff. And
they used to go for walks every day and they would stimulate [inaudible??],
whoever they were doing, Tennyson that day or something. Always could kick
start them [inaudible??], but they were really good friends. And there was a lot of
that kind of stuff. So that was when the culture ... you made your own. It wasn't in
an organized way. And the PTAs at the school, that sort of thing [inaudible ??]
and everybody helped out that way, and everybody looked after themselves, or
looked after one another. You see, it's hard to ... I mean I listen now and I hear all
about how our help plans are falling out and the people in Kitimat have to go into
Prince Rupert to get a [inaudible ??] an appendectomy.
[end of side one]
Bob: ... there was no air ambulance in those days. That mill is a very dangerous
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place to work. There wasn't the safety factors in those days. People didn't even
wear hard hats or safety boots, all of these things you take for granted now, and
are required by law, none of that. You had a first aid guy there who probably
didn't know a bee [inaudible??], but you had a woman there who was a nurse by
the name of Jean May who delivered every baby. She wasn't paid by the
government, she wasn't paid by the company, she did it because she was a
neighbour and she could do it. And she was one of those incredible take charge
women. But I mean, people have gone and got their legs ripped off by saws and
put a tourniquet on it, get er up to the station, flag down a freight train, put him on
the caboose, 4 hours in and Jean would be working, and she mainly saved peoples
lives. She was incredible.
Shelley: And she was a registered nurse or ... ?
Bob: She was a registered nurse. And a very good one. Her daughter, Mrs. Jean
Humphreys, I'm sorry, her daughter is Jean May, who lives in town and who you
really should speak to. I think Barb gave you her name. But she delivered all the
kids out there and everything. Because you can't plan births that easy and people
couldn't go in and say, well we don't know when the baby is going to be born, so
we'll go into Prince George and live in a hotel and wait and take it to the hospital.
You didn't do those things. It wasn't practical. So you ... basically she delivered
them at home, with the help of ..... Funerals were done by ... there were no
undertakers there. There was a cemetery there and the women in the community
would .... I mean, life was simple. The women in the community would lay out the
body, and usually you knew the people well, and there was children in some cases,
and the company would give the carpenters, Victor Millis, some lumber and he
would build a coffin. And the men would dig the grave in the graveyard. There
was no money exchanged hands. It was all done because of caring. And they put
the .... There's a story in the Penny book because when old Ollie Millis died on
the farm, my mother and [Harvey's??] mother, of course, went down there
[inaudible??], and they didn't have a minister but they'd bring in somebody from
McBride if they could. The Minister was there and he said a few words, the
service was in an old farmhouse, and they took the thing out and hitched up his
team of horses and put the coffin on the back of the horses. And then they start
trunneling off to the cemetery and all of the little kids, they're jumping all over the
coffin and they're having a horse ride, and my Mom said to Harvey's Mom, "God,
wouldn't Ollie be happy now because he loved children. This is just great. This is
how he'd like to go". But people did that. There was no money exchanged hands.
There's nobody in the community that buried them, everybody buried them. When
somebody got married, they got married in the hall and the whole community was
invited and it was a very communal sort of thing. But people helped one another. I
can recall when John Kews got ... the polio epidemics used to be terrible, of
course, all over. But John Kews was one of the guys that worked in the mill and
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he had a wife and 4 young kids, little kids, and he got polio and died. He was gone
in about 48 hours. That could happen in those days. Well, Annie, his wife came
into town and everybody pitched in and they raised enough money to buy her a
house in town. I mean, houses weren't expensive in those days, but I mean, that's
how the company, or the community, it wasn't the company, it wasn't the
government, it was the people. We have to deal with one another's needs, because
you could be in the same boat the next day.
Shelley: Did the company participate in any other way in the community?
Bob: Not a great deal.
Shelley: Or get togethers?
Bob: No, they provided ... the company was separate from your work. It wasn't
this big brother kind of thing. The company provided lumber for the community
hall and people would build the community hall, which is still out there. But you
know, they'd provide the lumber and stuff and the people would build it, so it
wouldn't cost anything, except labour. You've got a hall, and you didn't have to
go out and raise money for it. You just put in your own effort and labour, and the
company, as I say, provided stuff for it. But they weren't in that in a big way in the
way of sponsors. There was a separation there. But people looked after
themselves.
Aileen: You mentioned weddings and funerals. Was there somebody who
performed the ceremony, a pastor, or someone that could be called on?
Bob: Well, yeah. I should explain a little bit, if you want to hear about the
religious aspect of the place.
Shelley: sure.
Bob: Okay, well .... and the same with ... and there's another important thing we
were talking about, and this is the policing. From a religious point of view, when I
was there, there used to be an Anglican minister come out from McBride, and he
would have services for the Anglicans in the community in the school house, and
he would, maybe once a month, come out. I'm just guessing but it wasn't every
Sunday, but maybe once a month. When the French people moved in, and that
was in the late '40s, they came from, mainly the ones that work in Penny, came
from St. Paul, north of Edmonton. And they had ... they weren't Quebecois. They
were Alberta francophones, but they were francophones, and most of them
couldn't speak English. I mean they spoke French. When they got to Penny, most
of them couldn't speak English, so they were francophones in the truest sense.
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They would come out ... they started coming out in the .... They were farmers,
they would plant their crops in the summer and of course, harvest. After the
harvest, they'd come out and they'd log at Penny. So they worked there in the
winter time, and then they gradually started staying there. They weren't going
back to St. Paul. Then they brought in Catholicism. And they built a Catholic
Church there. And all of those people are still in this area, the Micheaux's, the
Gagner's, and the Hamels, are names of some of them. So they built a Church
where the priest would come up. So that developed. That was about the closest
thing to formal religion was that they had a house of worship there. And they also
brought with them the francophone culture, which went very well there with
culture there. They liked fiddle music and they liked jigs and all that kind of stuff,
because that's french but it's also Canadian. Even European, people that were
from Poland or where all those people are, but every body .... That's basic folk
music for European people and particularly from Europe, eh. So they contributed
a lot in that way. They were really, really good loggers.
Shelley: Did the anglophones attend the church that the francophones built or was
there mixing of the ... ?
Bob: Oh yeah. Because that was the whole thing out there. I mean, that was where
multi-culturalism started. See, people would come to Penny and it was so
dramatically illustrated during the reunion. Like we had 500 people come back to
that reunion and they come from, representing all eras. I mean there was 90 year
old people came back. It was just incredible. But the people that started there,
there was a lot of immigration from Germany, particularly after the war, so a lot of
German people came. But people who came there [inaudible??] Penny's
[inaudible ??] Canada, came there for a lot of reasons. First of all, it was unskilled
work. You could get there, and for the day it was fairly high paid work. They
would come in there, and they usually came in a group. So there might be 10 of
them so that they had that little community within a community, otherwise they
could be, I guess, terribly lonely and cut off if you can't speak the language. And
they would come in there and they'd work there maybe for 2 years, and they'd sort
of collect themselves, and that was their introduction to Canada. They'd learn the
basics of the language and they would get enough seed money then, because you
can save your money in there if you were that way inclined, you could do that.
And then you would go out. So that was their introduction to the Canadian way of
life. And Penny was that for all kinds of people. So it was an important
introductory step. And that's what I think people overlook in a lot of these small
communities. Then they went to the V ancouvers. And these people are incredibly
successful people but that's how they got their start was in communities like
Penny.
Shelley: So that was where the .... when the francophones came in, because of all
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the Catholicism, so that's where the minister came in, that performed weddings
and funerals and that sort of thing?
Bob: No, that was all done in the community hall, but I mean Catholic people
would go to the Catholic Church. That took place after I left so I'm not that
familiar with it but I know where the Church was and I know the people that got
the Church in there [inaudible], because it meant a great deal to them to a real
francophone person, Catholicism. Maybe not so much in these days but then it
was very, very much a part of the fabric of their lives. So that was sort of the only
formal church other than these sort of parsons come into the schools, and the
weddings took place in the community hall. [inaudible ??] in the houses, but the
wedding dances took place in the community hall, and they were open to
everybody. I mean, people didn't send invitations on a wedding, "so and so is
getting married", and everybody knew they were [inaudible??]
Aileen: So it would be the Anglican priest from McBride who performed the
ceremonies?
Bob: Yeah, usually. It's usually a minister, yup, they brought in. Now we have,
you know, justices of the peace doing it in Prince George a lot. But it was more, I
think, religious oriented back then, although I guess you could come in to .... I can
recall a [inaudible ??] situation where I was invited - I was just a young guy - and
I was invited to be this guy's, fellow's best man. And he was marrying a girl who
moved into Penny and they came in ... and we came into town to get married, and
we stayed in the McDonald Hotel that night. And then we ... we only took a day
off work and the next day we went up to Reverend Boothroyd who was from the
United Church and went up to the [inaudible??] got married, there was a girl that
was standing up for the bride and I was standing up for the groom, and we went in
there. I remember he was eating lunch and he had [inaudible ??] gathering his
lunch, "oh yeah", he said "I'll be finished [inaudible??]", and the bride and the
groom were looking at comic books. Before the wedding and reading comic books
and at my age and unsophisticated as I was, I thought it was a strange way to, 2
minutes before you're going to get married, and he came in and they all, "just let
us finish". Well, the marriage lasted about 2 years, but at any rate, but I mean it
was [inaudible ??] at all like that. But that was my first experience with [inaudible
??]. Nobody seemed to be excited about it but me. At any rate, they weren't all
that way, like ours and Clarence's that lasted 45 to 50 years and still hanging
together.
Aileen: Did you get married in Penny?
Bob: No. We were married in town. But our parents came in from Penny.
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Shelley: Bob, do you recall any government policies that were implemented
during your time in Penny, do you recall if they were any implemented after you
left that had a substantial effect on the community?
Bob: No, there was very little for the government .... You were totally unaware of
the government. I mean, now you're aware of it, every time we turn around it's
such a part of our .... it's in our face all the time. It wasn't out there. You were
totally unaware of it. Politics was something you weren't aware of. You never
ever saw a politician. You didn't get a daily paper. There's no television. Radio
reception was almost .... I mean, for all intents and purposes, we were cut off, and
you weren't really interested in that. When you went out on holidays, you would
kind of hear about it and that sort of thing, but it wasn't part of your day to day
life. There was no government influences that I can remember that government
bureaucrats coming there. I suppose they must have, but they would have had
something to do with the company. Getting to the police. The police would only
come there when they were called. And they would usually come from ... the
provincial police changed, I think, in the province in 1949 to become the RCMP.
Before that, it was the BC Provincial Police and then they changed over to the
RCMP. Penny was part of the McBride detachment. The only time you'd ever see
police was when they were called there for a specific purpose. I can't ever recall
them ... why would they come there, they had a lot to do. When they come there,
they'd get off the train, stand around for 24 hours and what not. So it didn't make
sense. So they'd only come .... And they weren't really necessary because there
was no crime. There was never any breaking and entering. It sounds utopian but
nobody ever locked their doors.
Shelley: So who broke up any fights or dealt with domestic disputes or anything
like that?
Bob: The fighters themselves. And because there was no organized ... I have a
theory about this, there was no organized sports as such, only pick up ball games
and stuff, ball tournaments. But there was no organized sports. You'd freeze the
ice in the winter and play a little bit of hockey, but there was no organized sports.
And you had a lot of young men there who ... but there was no way to get rid of
aggressions except at the dances, and there was a lot of drinking, okay, in all of
these communities because there was very little else to do, but it wasn't
consistent. It wasn't like it was party drinking, and only on Saturday nights,
because you couldn't work like that and drink. I mean, it would kill you. So you'd
maybe ... you had to order your liquor from the liquor store. Of course, there'd
always be one making moonshine and stuff, but basically you'd order your liquor
through the post office there, and you'd send in a money order, and they'd ship it
out on the train. And the train used to arrive, if it was on time, at 10:00 on a
Saturday night. So the dances didn't start until the train got in. And everybody
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would be waiting down there, because nobody had any booze between trains
because when it came in, everybody drank it up. And then there was a sort of a ...
you had to sort ofbe there. It was crazy because if the train was late, the dance
didn't start until the train got in and that might be 1:00 in the morning, eh. So then
they'd get the booze and go down to the hall, so there was always punch ups eh,
because there wasn't ... you didn't play rugby and football, and there's
aggressions, particularly young men, I suspect. And young women too, but
particularly in young men. And so they would be ... there would always be fights
every dance. But you never called the police in because the fights were done
according to the [inaudible ??] . They were according to rules, unwritten rules they
may be, but if people deviated from the rules, they were in big trouble because it
was policed by the onlookers. I mean there was never 2 against one, and there was
no boots, and never any knives or that sort of thing. It was punchups and you
know, you get a broken nose or a black eye and that sort of thing. These were
very, very physical people because they worked hard. But I can't ever, ever
[inaudible??], and even being involved in a few of them, other than getting a cut
or a fat lip or something and people were friends. So those were never ... nobody
would ever call the police. The only time I can ever recall a police was ... but we'd
get ... the booze would come in and then we'd go down to the bunkhouse and
maybe wreck some stuff, the manager might lose ... again my father-in-law, he
might call the cops and say "okay, you guys, you went too far this time", if we
maybe wrecked something.
Shelley: How long did it take the police to come out, and they came out from
Prince George did they?
Bob: No, from McBride, well depending on the train schedule. It could take 2 or 3
days, but never a shorter time than that. And then they'd come out and .... years
later, we'd all be at work .... I remember one time, eh, got into some trouble, just
by being [inaudible??], oh we wrecked a few things, anyway. Tommy Maxwell,
who eventually became a staff sergeant in town. I got to know him . He came out,
we were all working in the bush and he came out, and we were all about 18 or 19.
And we were all too young to buy booze and we signed a thing because you had to
be 21 . So he came out with these receipts and checked with the office and found
out we were too young. I remember this Red Even, that kid from [inaudible ??],
he came up to Red, he was a big kid about 18 or so, and he said "how old are
you?" and Red answered "I don't know, I'm not much good at figures". Well he
had to go to McBride and pay a fine of $10 [inaudible??]. Tommy said years ago,
he said "if he hadn't been smart mouthed, I'd have let him go". But that's the
only time I can ever remember anybody going to court and that was, I think, $10
for giving him the smart mouth [inaudible??]. Really, there was no need for
police because again it goes back to what I was saying about the funeral, people
looked after themselves, and if there were crooks and B & E people in a small
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community like that, life would have been intolerable. So the only way to make it
tolerable was to eliminate it. So there probably were thieves there but not on a
large scale that they were getting into your house, probably. I mean people don't
always have the opportunity to lift something and I'm sure that sort of thing ...
there was nothing really criminal. There wasn't a criminal element in the
community. Like those ... people ... everyone had guns, because people hunted and
guns were all over the place, and never, ever was there anybody ever shot. I mean,
I can't understand, after having lived in that era where guns were just part of your
life and nobody ever used them except for hunting. I can't ever recall in all those
years out there where anybody ever got shot.
Shelley: You didn't need gun control and government intervention then?
Bob: No, no, so I'm saying people, because of the isolation I suppose, you had to
look after yourselves. You had to develop a system, a social system that was
comfortable, that worked, without the interference of people. I'm sure there was
abuse where husbands physically abused their wives and physically abused kids.
I'm sure that went on, but you weren't aware of it. I guess that was [inaudible??]
kept to itself, but there was no such thing as social workers. I don't think we even
knew what they were. So you looked after ... I can recall families that gambling
was a problem because there was always a stupe game going on at the bunkhouse.
Stupe is ... you probably know what stupe is. It's a form of blackjack.
Shelley: Okay.
Bob: Okay. Very close to that but it's called stupe and there's always a stupe game
going on in the bunkhouse and you know, money would exchange hands. There
was a pool hall, it has two pool tables so there was usually a [inaudible ??] game
going on and money was exchanged. There's a couple of married guys that were
gamblers. They blew all their money and in those days, it didn't matter about the
single guys because they weren't hurting anybody but themselves but you know,
there were probably a couple of problem guys there that had lots of kids that kids
were being denied stuff because of their habits. Nobody liked to gamble them
because you knew that somebody was suffering at the other end so you'd
discourage them. If they really had the problem and they're losers ... oh there
probably were people that take advantage of them, I'm sure, but most people don't
because they knew that it was causing ... you know, there's a little bit of concern
there.
Shelley: So you don't remember any of the ... with respect to the mills or the
government coming in with stumpage fees or with the quota systems or the
implementation of chippers and barkers or ...
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Bob: No, no. None of that. We were line workers. We weren't concerned with
that. I mean, when you were logging in those days, you were selected from
because you were a horse logger, and the very nature of horse logging, skidding
logs out of the bush with a horse, you don't plow everything down [inaudible??].
The skidder and the horse has to make its way through the trees. So, in those days,
because of the waste, and they could only utilize larger trees, when you were
logging in the winter time and you were falling, you used the crosscut saw,
[inaudible??] the power saw. [inaudible]. And it was a heavy snow area, you used
snowshoes when you're falling trees, and you used, what they called waist high
measurements, when they put in their undercut, and that was you couldn't take a
tree that was, at one point it was 14 inches. Anything under 14 inches you had to
leave in the bush. And later it went to 16 inches. So you were leaving fairly good
sized trees in there considering the size of the timber. Then your skid end of it ...
like your logging crews would be a faller, two fallers, and you'd [inaudible??]
fall your trees and you'd buck them into 12, 14, 16, 18 foot lengths, and then
they'd skid them out with horses so when you're gypo [inaudible??], which most
of it was, you had two fallers, then you had a teamster with a team of horses and
that was the crew, and then you got paid by the amount of work you did, not by
the hour. And you'd rent the horses from the company, and I think we used to pay
$4.50 a day for the horses.
Shelley: The horses were owned by the company that owned the mill?
Bob: Yup, and they would be kept in the barn every night, and the barn boss
would feed them. So the company fed them and then ... or brought feed out to
them, and then you used the horses and paid them $4.50 a day for it, and that's the
way it worked. And they used to get 6 bits a tree for falling the tree.
Shelley: When you say waist high, so there's no stumpage in those days?
Bob: No, well that was the stump. Then you had .. . you didn't have a government
scaler, you had a scaler on the land, it was usually a company guy, and he was
always ... and you always knew he was chintzing for the company, but he couldn't
get away with it too much. Things worked their way through on this thing and so
he had scaled... he did a lineal scale. In those days they didn't do cubic, they did
board feet and he would come in and he with his scale, he could scale and figure
out how much volume was in each tree on the limb. And he had his book and he'd
write it down and that's how you got paid. But he wasn't a government scaler. He
scaled for the company and he was paid by the company. Forestry ... I should say
there was a forestry crew at Penny all the time, but I guess we never thought of
them as being a government guy because we knew them and they were part of our
community. But there was a forest ranger there. In those days they had what they
called BC Forest Rangers. They worked for the Ministry of Forestry. They lived

Interview #4

Bob Harkins

November 26, 1999

22

there, and their families ... they raised their families there and at certain times of
the year, he would have help, what they'd call an assistant forest ranger. And that
presence was always there so to back up. Yeah, I guess it was because we never
really looked upon them as .... And what they did mainly in those days was they
were there for fire control because of lightning strikes and stuff in the [forest??].
All kinds of fires and they were the ones who organized the fire fighting. They
could go to the company and say "look, I need 50 men to go down to the Grand
Canyon. There's a fire there", and they would be able to take the company's boats
and everything, and load up the crews and get out there and fight the fire. So that's
a lot of their ... and they'd do timber cruising and stuff like that. So, I almost
forgot about that, but we never ... they weren't people that came in. They were
people that were there and we partied with them. They were all part of the
community so we didn't look upon them as bureaucrats. They were never figures
of authority in that sense.
Shelley: Did the railway go all the way to Prince George the whole time that you
were there?
Bob: Oh yeah. It was always since it was built in 1914.
Shelley: It started in Prince George, or it started east didn't it, and then came up ...
Bob: No, well the Grand Trunk Pacific went from Red Pass Junction, where it hits
the main line of the CN to Prince Rupert, and the corning of the steel in Prince
George was when the ... CN [inaudible ??] is still there, and that was completed.
That was in 1914, and that connected up ... it started from the Rupert side, the
other side and they had, in 1914, they had the driving of the spike was at Fort
Fraser. So it all happened at once. Once it opened, that's when ... it was in 1914. It
wasn't a slow process. I mean, they worked on it and then they opened the whole
line up.
Shelley: What about the highway? Did that affect Penny at all or was that after
you left?
Bob: It was after we left. Standard General had the contract and built the highway
on the south side of the river, which is now Highway 16 East to Jasper and
McBride. But that was after my time, and I'm trying to think, it must have been in
the '60s but I can't recall. It didn't really affect Penny that much because as I say,
there's no direct road out there.
Shelley: Well that's about all I had Bob, but as far as questions, I don't know.
Aileen, is there anything else?
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Aileen: I just wanted to talk to Bob about something that we learned snippets of,
and that's Japanese presence in this region.
Bob: Yeah, that's an interesting situation because during the war of course, when
all BC born Japanese, everybody ... and I know a little bit about them because I
lived on the coast at the time and we lived in communities where there was a lot
of Japanese Canadian people lived, like in the logging camps, because they were
involved in logging, fishing, and agriculture basically. And I can recall very well
when they were interned, eh. This was a terrible time for communities because,
you know, I lived in one community where that happened where all my friends
were, because it's just a small place like Penny, we were up at the northern end of
Vancouver Island. And my friends were Japanese kids and they went to school
there, and then they were gone. It was very traumatic for everybody. But anyway,
what happened and their influence on, is the question you're asking? We'll go
back to that. I digress so easily. But my understanding is that the sawmills along
the line, because of the manpower shortage during the war, people going into the
armed services and that sort of thing, they could go down and draw upon ... they
moved all of ... they interned the Japanese people in the prairies or in the
Kootenays, moved them inland, eh. And they could go down there, and I guess ... I
don't know, I read books on it, but almost conscript Japanese workers, and males
of age for logging and that sort of thing, and bring them up there. And Penny did
it, Sinclair Mills did it, Giscome, all the larger mills did it, and they had a camp ...
as a matter of fact the fellow that I ... goes way back that I had lunch with every
Thursday, he recalls .... Ron, and this is a good name for you to put down. His
name is Ron Backman and Ron recalls when they had a Japanese camp, and they
even had ... I didn't know this, but they even had a soldier, or a Canadian army
guy, sort of overseeing them. And there was a camp around Neulands which is ...
Shelley: Just this side of Upper Fraser.
Bob: Yeah. There was a camp there. We used to ... and this is another aspect of
Penny, one of the things that we did a lot out there, we used the river as our
transportation system, and recreation too, so we all had boats. And we would go
down to the Grand Canyon, which was above Sinclair Mills, and we camped
down there at a place called Kenneth Creek, the creek comes in above the canyon,
and there was a Japanese ... the remnants, it would be 1950, and there was
remnants of the Japanese camp there when they had a logging crew there. Now
there's a lot of Japanese people that stayed after the war. I shouldn't say a lot but
there were kids in the dorm, that still live here. And Tak, just saw him the other
night as a matter of fact, he's the office manager of Lakeland Sawmills. He's from
Giscome. I guess he's probably getting close to retirement now but there was a
number of people at the Upper Fraser and that area that stayed there, particularly
around Giscome and Takla. One of them is Sekachi.
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Aileen: I think we [inaudible ??] yesterday.
Bob: But he'd be very knowledge about that. And his sister also went to the dorm
with us. So there was ... and I'm not sure, I think it was. They didn't have a
choice. I don't know whether they paid them or what. They didn't have a choice.
They had to move and work there and in that sense it was a pretty disgraceful
period in history.
Vanessa: It's Takita.
Bob: Takita, yeah. Tak Takita. Anyway [inaudible ??] So there was that. As a
matter of fact, I've given some of that information to the oral history group. Ernie
[inaudible ??] work. But I never worked with any Japanese Canadian people.
Aileen: But you lived with some in the dorms?
Bob: Yeah, but they came in from Giscome. And then there was a family too, that
when they retired, the two brothers and a sister, and they're living in Salmon Arm
now and their name is Nishi. And they were ... the two brothers were loader
operators until they retired in Upper Fraser. But they went in there during that
time and [inaudible]. There's another interesting aspect of this thing, I don't know
if you heard about it yet, but this is very unique. I guess, when you start looking,
everybody sort of achieves status. There's always, I mean we're human beings and
we always play these status games. In Penny, and this just blew my mind when I
went there, there was 3 miles of road. I mean, you could walk [inaudible ??] and
yet there were cars there. I was trying to think on the way up, because this is an
interesting aspect, and the cars were not junkers. People bought new cars and they
shipped them out on the rail car to travel on dirt roads, 3 miles, and there was big
buicks, there was a top ford car [inaudible??], and they had a couple of brand
name [inaudible??], they're all new. And people would go from their house to the
store, from the house to the movie pictures at the community hall on Friday
nights, or to the dances in their cars, And I mean, you could throw a rock from one
end of the road to the other, and yet people would drive up and .... And those cars
would be in there for years, no mileage on them. If you ever got a Penny car ....
And they kept them clean and holy cow. I mean that was a [inaudible??], and
these were just working people and they would save up, and there was nothing
ever said, but that was status eh, that just drive .... "Well what are you going to
do?" "I'll just go out for a drive". And 3 minutes later you'd be at the end of the
road. But they used to take them out on their holidays, and I think it cost $75,
which was quite a lot of money then, but you could load them on a flat car and
take them to McBride and maybe go through Edmonton, take them to Prince
George, on their holidays, but it always blew my mind. What the hell do these
people got these cars for but they really were ... nothing was ever said, you know,
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but it was implied, eh. We never had a car.
Shelley: So was it the mill managers or ...
Bob: No, no, no.
Shelley: Just anybody?
Bob: No, the mill manager didn't have one. It was a company truck. He drove it
around. But no, no. These were the people that worked at the mill. Just [inaudible
??] them up. But they sacrificed like crazy to buy those things but that was the
[inaudible??]. On 3 miles ofroad now, figure that out. I mean you could ... but
they were there. I was trying to figure out how many, there must have been 8 of
them and they were [all new??]. They didn't buy them ...
Shelley: Second hand cars.
Bob: no, no, they were new. If you had a second hand car, that was worse than
having none.
[laughter here]
Bob: You have a new one, but that was one of the things that always amazed me
was that [9 set??] of new cars.
Aileen: What was a wage in the early '50s.
Bob: 80 cents an hour.
Aileen: What was the cost of a new car?
Bob: A new ford then was probably about $2000. Those bigger ones, it was
probably around that. I'm not sure about that. Everything was relative of course,
but they brought it in there.
Vanessa: They'd they have to get gas shipped in?
Bob: They bought gas from the company and I think the store. We gave you the
names of Amie and Ernie Nellis and [inaudible??]. Anyway, they used to own the
store in Penny.
Shelley: Carrie?
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Bob: Carrie. Neat, neat people. Carrie is from Dome Creek. Both of them were
raised in that area.
Shelley: Did you have anything else Aileen?
Aileen: No, no I'm okay.
Shelley: Bob, that is great. Thank you very much.
Aileen: Did you have any questions of us?
Bob: No.
[tape interruption]
Bob: There's three guys that came, that made a huge impact on our lives. These
were three young guys that were our age and they came in from the south
[inaudible??] and they were just knocking around just seeing the world basically,
and they wound up there because there was work when they came to Penny. They
really changed the pattern of our lives. They were very unique individuals, all
three of them, and they liked the bush. They were spilonkers and they did a lot of
caving and stuff like that, and they were great mountaineers and they'd climb the
rocks and stuff. But they couldn't speak English and we just sort of worked our
way through this business and we could always understand one another. But they
were great entertainers and when they came, we used to have parties that went all
night sometimes and we never ever had a drink. We just ....
[end of side two]
Bob: ... one of them is the top ... probably a top museum designer in the world
[inaudible??]. George Odieh at one time was a professional skier, [inaudible??]
in Aspen Colorado until he retired and Robert Brandy went back to France and
became an archeologist. [inaudible??] It also started in that.
Shelley: Is that right? And John Andre went back to France as well?
Bob: No, he stayed in Victoria. And he designed the Royal Victoria Museum in
the '60s. And he left that and went into consulting. He has a villa in [inaudible
??], Victoria and Saanich. Still [inaudible??] turned his business, consulting
business over to his kids but he's done.
Shelley: Obviously, he's mastered the English language throughout all of this.
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Bob: Yeah, and he doesn't have a PhD. He has [inaudible??] isn't the most
creative person and he's in a field, the museum field, is academically, you've got
to have this kind of stuff. He doesn't and he's left behind. I've been to his house
now, young people come visit like he's the guru. [comment inaudible], and sat at
his feet and listened to him. Incredible. He just finished ... his last project was the
big museum, designed museum, in Hong Kong when it was turned over to the
Chinese Government. He's done all [inaudible??].
Shelley: Where did he get is architectural training? No engineering background or

Bob: No, but he's a designer. What he does, he comes up with a theme, then those
people develop it from there, but he's the idea guy. He visualizes what it's going
to be and he's the creative ...
Shelley: And someone else just makes it work.
Bob: Yup. And that's what happened. If you've been to the Royal Victoria
Museum [inaudible??], and in its day, it was on the cutting edge of [inaudible
??]. But he's a ... but anyway, all of this started [inaudible]. Those are the things
that came out of it and as I say [comment inaudible]
Aileen: How long have they lived with him, those three guys?
Bob: About 3-4 years. Two in some cases. And they lived out in the bush in a
little shack.
Shelley: Speaking of other people that lived there, Bob, would you mind going
through that list. You may have already taken a look at it, but can you go through
that list and see if there is anybody else that you think might be around or if
there's any contact names or numbers that you have.
[tape interruption]
Bob: [inaudible ??] along the creek [inaudible], we lived next door to them for a
year and a half, and we never saw the man. Now you get ... it was from here ...
from our house to his house was from here to the comer of the office there, and
we never saw him around.
Shelley: Always out in the bush?
Bob: No. No. He never left his cabin. He was retired, and he was an old man, but
he loved astronomy so he was only out at night. He'd sleep all day and he had his
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telescope and he'd watch the stars, and reclusive, and [inaudible??]. I shouldn't
say I never saw him. I went over once and my Mom baked him some cookies and
I opened the door [comment inaudible]. But the creek was in his property and it
was understood that we could use that. He never gave us permission but he never
shot us either. And he used it at the same hole and I'd have to go there and chop
the ice out every morning to get the water and he probably appreciated that. But
we never saw that guy. Years later, when Clarence and Olive moved in there,
Clarence went over and saw the same thing. He knew Clarence because Clarence
had lived there all his life, 100 yards away practically. He knew Clarence's Dad
had been a trapper. But he came to the thing with the water too and Clarence got
to know this guy, because Clarence is that kind of guy. That's not going to stop
him. Now he's challenged. He's got to make friends with this guy because that's
the kind of fellow he is. So he went over there and he made friends with him. And
then after that he had to go there everyday and get Clarence's [inaudible??]. But
the point was, Clarence asked him, after he knew him, he said "why don't you
have any friends in the community?". And [inaudible??] said "because if you
don't have friends, nobody can let you down". Now that is an antisocial ... what a

Shelley: What an outlook on life.
Bob: Wouldn't somebody like to get a hold of his head eh, but that was
obviously ... he had a huge disappointment somewhere and he just became
reclusive. Once Clarence got the key to him, then he was totally dependent on
Clarence, and Clarence had to go over there and [inaudible??], which he didn't
mind.
Shelley: But he's no longer alive?
Bob: No, he died some years ago. He was in his 80s then. But the point is, there
were people like that in those communities and they're quite unique. They
probably exist in the city but you never have the chance to meet them.
Shelley: Because of the size of the community, you got to meet them and hear
their stories.
Bob: Yeah, you got to know them. Anyway, that was more important and that's
what Crazy Man's Creek is. It's Jackie ... Jackie lost his eye [inaudible??] too.
Shelley: He said he had an operation, but I didn't ask him what had happened,
Bob. He didn't say he'd lost it. He just said he ...
[tape interruption]
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Aileen: ... single parents in the community. Did you know of any in Penny at all?
Is that a factor in the social life?
Bob: No, I can't ... single parents would have probably have had a difficult time
out there. See there was no ... who'd look after the ... you'd have to work, eh,
because you're working class people and if you're a single parent, who would
look after your kids. I can't think of .... Oh, okay. Yeah. There was one family
where the mother died and the community kind of looked after the kids, like all
the other mothers did. But the mother died and Steve worked in the mill so the
community kind of brought up the kids. But it wasn't usual. If a spouse died, then
people usually moved away because it was probably easier somewhere else. Like
there was no formal daycare or anything like that available then so it was pretty ...
it would have been pretty tough, particulary in the community [inaudible ??]. So, I
can't think of any except maybe [Steve Fallow's??] kids.
Aileen: Also, this Steve [Fallows]. Was that him? So how much longer did he stay
in Penny after his wife died?
Bob: Well, he lived there until he retired.
Aileen: Oh, okay, so the community just pulled together and helped him out?
Bob: He came there as a single man. He came there, I think, abaut the same time
Barb's Mother and Dad did, in the 1920s, and he probably left in the early '50s
when he retired. But I'm not sure but I know that he never left the kids. I don't
even know how old they were when their mother passed on. That's the only one I
can think of. As I say, if there was a divorce or something, people would probably
move out of the community because they would have a very hard time there.
Aileen: So was divorce ... not common but, known of?
Bob: Well, those places, there was a certain Peyton place kind of thing. I mean
people are people and there was that, infidelities and things like that, but usually
they moved away if they got into a situation. They probably wouldn't be
comfortable in staying. But I mean there was, what we used to call, hanky panky.
That went on, of course. [inaudible]. And there was probably common law
liaisons were not nearly as ... like my son for instance was ... before he got
married, he was in that relationship for 5 years, probably, before he and Linda got
married and started to have children. Well, if Barb and I had done that, just in
different times, ifwe had done that, we'd have been, I don't know, [inaudible]
because the constraints of society were such that was just not done. Matter of fact,
when Mike and Linda [inaudible ??] probably very sensitive. You know, for the
times and they had an opportunity to get to live together and get to know each
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other in a relationship and they changed by getting a marriage certificate. But I
mean, it makes it feel more uncomfortable when they start out with kids, our
grandkids but other than that, that didn't bother us. But in those days, [comment
inaudible] but that's just how times have changed. There were probably liasions
like that out there. People would have been pretending.
Shelley: I hate to cut this short but I have ....

[end of interview]
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