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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Crissie Ward and Laureen Stewart 
1710 61

h Ave. 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2L3N6 

Dear Crissie and Laureen: 

September 24, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with Dan for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is always greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Ct-11~sie 
Name of Participant: ~be, i fS~ t.Jt;.<A 

Place of interview: __ f_t_f O __ ~_f_L. .... A~ue ___ f..__· _G_:;z........_. ______ _ 

Mailing Address of Participant 

Date: _ ___,,,_;---.._.) LMc\R__,---"'1:_Gi-=-,....=;Q1)'----0_0.;...._ _______ _ 
l 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 

1 



permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

~~ 
Signature of Participant 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is ________ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Crissie Ward and Laureen Stewart 
1710 6th A venue 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2L3N6 

Dear Crissie and Laureen: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Penny and Longworth with you. Thank-you 
for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the 
Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the 
research project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was 
particularly informative to hear your recollections about the fire that impacted the 
community of Bend in 1942. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, Dan Watt 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Assistant Professor, History Project Interviewer 



Interview #29 Crissie Ward 

*[Consent is missing] 

Dan: So Mrs. Ward, shall I call you that? 

Yeah. 

June 26, 2000 

Dan: Could you tell me what you were saying before about how you came to 
Canada? 

I came to Longworth in the spring ... well in the spring, about 1927, I think. It was 
a very hot summer and I had come out from England to be with my mother's 
family, her Canadian husband was cooking for the mill crew at Longworth and I 
found life very changed. We had a little store and post office combined and there 
was a few families, a few mill families and there was enough young people 
around, teenage girls ... although I was 23. And I became friends with the 
storekeeper's daughter and we continued all through our lives. We were all ladies 
together eventually. I found life very changed but in a way exciting. It was a very 
hot summer and the forest fires were all around us and at some time during the 
summer, the freight came ... the freight train came and took the women and 
children out. Some of us were able to go and stay with some of the railway people 
up the line. Some went to Hutton. My sister and I went to Aleza Lake. We stayed 
with the section foreman at Aleza Lake and a lot of people went to Hutton. And 
the company there set up a kind of a warehouse for the overflow that didn't have 
places to go. This lasted only 2-3 days and then we were able to go back. The men 
had saved the mill with what that were out there. Of course life for young people 
was exciting in a way. There wasn't an awful lot to do. You made your own fun. 
The girl I mentioned, Elizabeth, who I told you I met, she liked to go out in the 
bush. She was inclined to be artistic and we'd go out in the bush and we'd wander 
around all afternoon in the bush. She never got lost but tum me around and I was 
gone. She would pick up little pieces off the trees as she would paint on 
eventually and she also taught me to fish. We used to go fishing down the railroad 
track and sit at a little culvert and we'd fish. I never caught any fish. Well then 
come September, we got a new school teacher and from then on, I also became 
friends with the new school teacher. She was my age, a little bit older than me, 
and from then on, we were two busy getting ready for the Christmas concert. You 
know, we'd have little dances. If the teacher was willing to clear the floor, we 
would have little dances, made a little money to collect because in those days, 
every child in the Christmas concert was given a prize. We also got, by fall, the 
Eaton catalogue was a big to-do and of course we studied the catalogue by the 
hours to pick out the gifts, the toys that we were going to give to the children. And 
also the teacher would train them into a little bit of a concert and of course we had 
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a concert, and occasionally we'd have a social evening in school and the women 
folk would supply pies and we'd offer the pies and in so doing, we managed to get 
money for the Christmas concert. 

Dan: What was your friend's, the school teacher's, name? 

Ms. Winkler. She married a Penny boy too. She went on to teach at Ale ... 
somewhere up the line. Well then, at the end of February of the following year, 
the man I was going with, we decided to get married, and then of course life was 
different. The company supplied us the lumber and Lawrence built us a three 
room house and I started keeping house and that's when life took on a serious vein 
because ... 

Lorraine: Can I interrupt? What about when you and Dad were courting and you 
used to go on these walks. That's what the group of you did for entertainment on a 
Sunday. 

Well we did, we went out walking of course ... 

Dan: In a group? 

In a group, and my husband was a millwright. He had privileges so he had the use 
... if he wanted to get a sleigh, he could get the use of a sleigh and we'd go in a 
group and drive to the river or two miles ... 

Lorraine: And what about your wedding? 

And then ... like there was in the early part of ... what year am I in? 1927. Well in 
the early part of 1928 was when we decided to get married. The company supplied 
us the lumber and Lawrence built us a house. This is when life became a bit more 
serious. Our water was brought from the mountain. It came down the mountain 
and it was carried in pails ... which was a good 10 minutes walk from the 
mountain, and Lawrence would bring in 2 pails of water before he went to work in 
the morning. And believe me, you can do a lot with 2 pails of water. Now washing 
was another problem so in the winter, Lawrence would get a barrel and he would 
fill it up with snow and as it melted down, til we had enough water to do the 
washing, and of course it had to be strained. It was pretty dirty water but we 
managed. Now the wood was another problem. To get back to the water business, 
the bull cook belonging to the company had 2 barrels and he would take it up to 
the mountain - it's easier to call it a mountain - and fill these barrels. And if he 
were in a good mood or if you had a stand in, sometimes you could collect an 
extra pail from the bull cook but that was a bit of a favour. Now the wood 
business was another problem because Lawrence would ... maybe 2 men at a time, 
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they would borrow the stone ... what we called the stone bolt, and they'd go out in 
the bush and they'd cut down trees. Well then they had to be hauled in and then 
they had to be cut up in logs, and then in pieces to go into your stove. So that was 
another problem in living in town, but that was the men's problem. My problem 
was keeping the stove going. I was not used to putting wood in a stove, and every 
time I went out, the fire went out. And it seemed to me if I was trying to bake 
bread or something like that I'd have to watch the stove very carefully. And then 
we had ... all of us had a box by the stove and we had this full of wood. That was 
the men's job. Keep the box full of wood. And what else can I tell you? 

Lorraine: What about keeping food? 

Food was another problem. The storekeeper kept a lot of canned goods and he did 
keep butter but I never remember him ever keeping meat. There was a farm 
around and a few ... like these home ... Boudreau's you're talking about, and we 
kept a few chickens ourself so that we were able to get a chicken once in awhile, 
and otherwise we got what we wanted from the store. We always had a big 
grocery bill at the store, at the end of the month. In the summer, we kept a few 
chickens ourself. Lawrence kept a garden, bit of a garden, so in that way we could 
have our own vegetables. But I should tell you about my canning. I had quite a 
time learning to can. I'd never heard about canning at all and one ... for some 
reason or another, this is what I remember mostly, somebody got some 
watermelons and my neighbour said to me they canned beautifully. So I was going 
to can them. Well when I got them canned they really looked beautiful. There was 
green and pink and white in the jar. They really looked a picture but I hadn't 
peeled them. I should have peeled them. 

Dan: Where would watermelons have come from? 

Well somebody brought them in. I don't know where they came from. This is 70 
years ago. 

Lorraine: Because you're still in Longworth. 

Still in Longworth. 

Dan: Did your husband hunt at all? 

No, he wasn't a hunter but he did go out with some of the other men and get a 
moose and then I'd have to can the moose, and that was something I'd never ... 
and I know I canned one batch and put it up high and it went wrong. It didn't 
keep. I should have put it low. Lawrence eventually built me an ice house in the 
back. 
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Dan: Did you preserve meat by salting it or curing it ever? 

Well I used to can these moose, you know, but I never was very fond of eating 
moose. But I did a little but not an awful lot and we always seemed to manage to 
have chickens. There was ... like I say, I don't remember that much. It's a long 
time ago. But I remember those things. 

Lorraine: So did you have children in Longworth? 

Yeah, I was married in February. I should show you a picture of the wedding. 

Dan: That would be neat. 

But you can't put that on paper. 

Dan: Ohno. 

Well then the following ... Jan, a year from the marriage, she was born. 

Lorraine: Do you remember anything special about your wedding? 

Just everybody ... 

Lorraine: The whole town came. 

Just everybody came. It was a Saturday afternoon. Oh yes, I should tell you that 
we had three ministers come in. During the month there would be three ministers, 
the Anglican, the Salvation Army, and the Catholic minister all came in. And of 
course we all went to church because it was something to do. When we were 
going to be married the United Church minister came and also the local crew, you 
know, they would stop ... they always managed to make Longworth their halfway 
stop and they'd come in for meals. So there was always something going on. 

Dan: I have lots of questions now. 

And when we got married, we were married on a Saturday afternoon and they shut 
down the mill and everybody came. 

Dan: How many people? 

[inaudible] 

Lorraine: 60-80? 
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Oh yeah. 

Dan: Wow. 

The wedding pictures are in the back room. 

Dan: Where would the ministers hold service? 

In the school and we just sat on the desks. But when we were married, they moved 
the desks, made it look kind of like a church, you know. There was a little alter 
put up and that sort of thing. 

Dan: So you were married in the school house in Longworth? 

In the school house, yeah. 

Dan: 60 or 80 people, would that have been about the population? 

Oh yeah , the whole population. 

Lorraine: This is priceless. 

[brief interruption to look at wedding photos] 

Dan: This is fantastic. 

There was a school ... the river ... there was some homesteaders lived at the river 
and they had a school of their own down there so there were two school teachers 
in there. 

Dan: Wasn't a lot of snow. 

No, but you know, you see everybody's wrapped up but the bride and I never felt 
it cold. 

Dan: This is the school house then, in the picture? 

That's the schoolhouse. 

Dan: It looks old at that time even? 

Oh it was. 
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Dan: Do you know when it was built? 

No, it was just a shack. I don't really know how long the mill had been going but 
soon after ... well we were the first year at Longworth and then the Longworth 
mill kind of ... there was no more timber and the old people ... the old ... Mr. Jack, 
that big man, was the owner of the mill, and they pulled away but his son was 
running the mill at Bend and then we moved to Bend. My son was born while I 
was living at Bend. That was 2 years after ... he was 2 years older than Lorraine ... 
younger than Lorraine I mean. 

Dan: Around 1930? 

Yeah, I guess so. 

Dan: Fascinating. 

What else can I tell you about Longworth? 

Dan: If it's not too personal, I'm curious what it was like having a baby out 
there? 

I came into Prince George. She was born in Prince George. I (means Lorraine I 
think) was born in Prince George here. 

Dan: And your son as well? 

Yeah, he was born in Prince George. But you know ... I might be treading on 
somebody's toes if I told you this. 

Lorraine: Why? You don't need to mention names. 

But you have a professor up there that was born at Longworth. 

Dan: Actually I've heard that. Bob Harkins was telling me that a fell ow was 
born on the railway tracks. 

Louisier. I was there when he was born. 

Lorraine: Yeah, he lived across the street from us. But how ... when there was a 
medical emergency out along the line, and that was one case, you had to ride on 
the train eh? 

Well this was at Longworth. 

Interview #29 Crissie Ward June 26, 2000 6 



Lorraine: Penny. 

No, that was at Penny. That was at Penny. 

Lorraine: But any medical emergency anywhere along the line, you had to flag 
down a train sometimes. 

Well you didn't always get the train. You had to manage the best you could. I 
mean you depended a lot on your neighbours, and mustard plasters and 
[camphorated??] oil. 

Dan: Earlier today Jean May was telling me that her mother used to help out 
a lot, that she was trained as a nurse? 

Mrs. Humphreys was a trained nurse but that was in ... Longworth was way 
before Humphreys you see. Humphreys came when we were at Penny. 

Lorraine: We haven't even got to Bend yet. 

No, this was all at Longworth. 

Dan: Aside from a mill, some homes, a store, a post office, a school, what 
other buildings would have been at Longworth? 

Nothing. No, there was nothing else at Longworth. It was just isolated and like I 
say, there was nothing to do but you made your ... it was a happy summer, very 
happy summer. But like I say, I was still green English and everything was new. 

Dan: You're from England. What other nationalities of people would have 
been at Longworth? 

Oh, all kinds, Ukraineans, Swedish and everything. 

Dan: Mostly European? 

Yeah, mostly European. 

Dan: Would there ever have been the occasional Japanese or East Indian ... 

No. There was East Indians. You mentioned East Indians, there was 4 of them and 
they would walk in a line up to the post office. They had a bunkhouse to their 
own. They didn't live with the rest of the bunkhouse men. They had a bunkhouse 
way out some place and they would walk side by side to the post office to get 
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whatever ... mail or groceries, needed and one of them always called me 
"Massar". And he was the only one that really would talk to me. Well then one of 
them died while we were at Longworth and they came to see my husband and 
they built a pyre for him out in the bush and they had a funeral out in the bush. Of 
course I didn't go because ... 

Lorraine: A funeral pire where they burned ... 

And they burnt him out about there and I mean I didn't go, of course, and I don't 
know whether any of the women went but that's what they did, they burned you 
out there. We had a little cemetery out ... what do you call it? Desilino and there 
was ... and I only know of one baby that was born that was buried out there. 

Dan: Why would these East Indian fellows have lived apart? 

Why did they live apart? [affirmative reply]. Well I think the food maybe. They 
didn't eat the same kind of food that was served at the cookhouse. They were very 
nice people, you know. There was only one that made any effort to talk to you. 
The others would just go by and nod but this one that called me "Masser". 
Sometimes he called me "Masser", sometimes he called me "Cristie". But he was 
the one, in passing, that would say how do you do or how are you today, or this 
sort of thing. And like I say, I don't know which one of them died but they came 
for Lawrence. I don't know what they wanted. They wanted to know where they 
could bury him I suppose. I don't know. 

Dan: So they got along with the neighbours okay? 

Oh yes. Sure. They never bothered anybody. They just came up and got their mail, 
whatever it is, and then went back down. And I think they were good workers. 

Dan: So you moved from Longworth to Bend? 

Then went to Bend. 

Dan: In and around 1928 to '29. 

Well we were married in '28 and Lorraine was going on 2 when we went to Bend. 
But Bend was different. There was a mill at Bend, but there was no close ... like in 
the mill site, there was just the owner and us that lived on the mill site. But there 
was people around that worked at the mill and at that time, the people at the 
station, the station section foreman and his wife were Dutch and we became very 
good friends of the Vandenough's. But otherwise, none of us ... we were right on 
the river so we didn't have the water problem and there was a well that we could 
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get drinking water, but water for the washing came from the river. 

Dan: That well, for drinking water, was dug by hand? 

It was a well, you know, you pumped it. You got your pails of water over .... but I 
mean you could go anytime and get one. Anytime you ran out of water, you could 
go to the well and get it. It was quite a little walk but it was there. And if you 
wanted to wash, then of course we used to use wash water and rain water. We had 
a barrel of rain water. 

Dan: What would you do in the winter time, if your pump froze up? 

I never knew it to freeze. 

Dan: Really? 

No. 

Dan: Was there a school at Bend? 

Yeah, there was a school and again, life went on much the same. There was a bit 
of a hall then, and there was more ..... Have you run onto Carl Benson? 

Dan: No. 

He's a real estate man here. His people had a farm at Bend and so they kept us in 
milk and eggs, and quite a lot of ... they would butcher every once in awhile and 
they kept us in beef. That part of living was easier in Bend because there was 
people around .... There was still just the little store and then we started sending 
out to Edmonton once a month for a big grocery order. And we were living on a 
house that was close to the track and the groceries were dumped there and then 
we'd get them. The bookkeeper one day came up to me and said, "Mrs. Ward, you 
must have gone to a circus". He'd seen me crawling under to get some of my 
groceries, under the barbed wire. 

Lorraine: Did we get groceries from G.B. Williams or was that ... ? 

No, they used to come from Edmonton at that time. 

Dan: That's an awful long way, the wrong way it seems like. 

Yeah, but it was just about once a month. It was ... I don't think I'd be bragging 
but as we started getting it from Edmonton, never thought of coming to Prince 
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George, but we'd get a big order, you know. I don't know why we decided ... 
because my husband was originally from Edmonton. We used to get an Edmonton 
paper and of course the Eaton's catalogue was big. 

Dan: I wonder if people would have been more naturally attuned to goings 
on in the East because that's where civilization was? 

Yeah, but I don't know ... if you got sick enough that you wanted a doctor, you 
crune into Prince George to see the doctors in Prince George. It was Dr. Lyons 
here who was my doctor when my babies were born. Of course, he's been gone a 
long time now. 

Dan: Would you have ever come to Prince George for shopping trips 
yourself? 

Oh yeah, we have come in. And then we would buy ... I'd come in and get my hair 
done, you know, and if .. . I had to bring Lorraine one time because I thought she 
had the measles and I had to bring her to the doctors. We didn't have Mrs. 
Humphreys then. 

Lorraine: But we had Aunt Lillian? 

Huh? 

Lorraine: What about Mrs. Jack. 

Well yes, she was there but she didn't have the training that Jean had. But I mean 
I must have thought you needed it or I wouldn't have come in. 

Dan: How would you communicate with your neighbours? If somebody lived 
a mile or two away and you wanted to arrange a get-together? 

I don't know, just used to go I think. I mean when we lived at Longworth, the 
neighbours are right there, you know, right next door. I could open my window 
and call for my neighbour. But at Bend, like to go to these Benson's farm, well 
we just used to get ready and go I guess. They were always glad to see you 
because we were very well isolated. 

Lorraine: And maybe when Carl delivered the milk, he would say "my mother 
wants you all to come on Thursday for tea". 

Well Carl wasn't big enough to deliver milk. 
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Lorraine: Well then his dad was doing it then. 

They were glad to see you. When you decided to go, they were glad to see you. 

Dan: Was there time for entertainment? 

No, you never thought of entertaining. There was 2 ladies lived up on the hill and 
I was living down here. Both their husbands worked at the mill but they must have 
just come out because they couldn't speak English, but they had babies the same 
as Lorraine and they came to the house one day and I found out, with actions and 
one thing or another, they wanted me to show them what kind of babies boots I 
wore on my baby and where I got them in the catalogue. 

Dan: Where were they from? 

Lorraine: They were Polish weren't they? 

Polish, they were Polish. Jean Czinski's mother. 

Dan: A real mix? 

Yeah. We had two Norwegian boys lived up on the hill too and they worked at the 
mill and you came down ... they were on the hill, and they came down the hill and 
then down and then on to the railroad track. And my son, who would only be 
about 7, and they were showing him how to ski. And she come running in one day 

Lorraine: They had a ski jump there. 

"Mom", she said, "Alan's ready to come down that hill on skis". I couldn't stop 
him, so he came down. 

Dan: I hope he was okay. 

Oh, he was okay. 

Lorraine: But there was also a big flood. Remember that big flood, wasn't that at 
Bend, and then the fire of course. 

Well we burnt out at Bend. 

Dan: Really. 
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There was a forest fire, again a forest fire. As it happened, we weren't there. 
Lorraine would be about 9 by this time and the forest fires were burning all 
around but I had made arrangements to go into Edmonton with the children and 
we were going to stay for a month in Edmonton. My mother was there by then but 
I picked up the paper halfway through my visit to Edmonton, and it said "Bend 
burned out". And then I got a telegram from my husband, "Come home at once. 
Home gone". 

Lorraine: The whole town. 

So there was nothing to go home to. And like I say, these Dutch people at the 
station, they took us in. Once we were able to get a little shack going and then we 
lived in the little shack. 

Dan: What year would that have been? 

1942. 

Dan: Why would you go back? Why not move somewhere else? 

That's where my husband's work was. 

Dan: So the mill was saved? 

The mill was saved and the logs had all been piled ... I mean the logs were the 
money, you see, and the logs had all been piled practically in our back yard and 
that's how come they saved the logs but they let the house go, you see. The kids 
had new bikes and I had a new stove and it all went up in smoke. 

Lorraine: And pets. But the ... like all the men were up in the mountains fighting 
the fires so when the mill started, there was nobody left to fight the fire except my 
Dad and a couple of others, and of course the fire went that way, and the mill was 
here. 

Dan: Away from the mill then? 

Lorraine: Remember we got packages from the Red Cross? [affirmative reply] 

Dan: Help you get a start. 

Lorraine: Clothes and things, you know. And we lived in this big old house on the 
other side that burned. 
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There was 2 shacks at the other side of the fire ... of the mill that were left 
standing and the boss and his wife and family lived in one, and we set up a home 
in the other. We had a little insurance and a little in the bank so we were able to 
furnish this little shack. And we were there for a couple of months, then we 
moved to Penny. That's when we moved to Penny, in 1942. 

Dan: And you moved for your husband's work? 

Oh yeah. My husband had been with this company since 1920 so it was just 
natural that he went to Bend. 

Lorraine: To Penny. 

To Penny. But in the meantime, the boss had gone into shares with a man from 
Edmonton so now we belonged to a man from Edmonton and the Jack's. 

Dan: The Jack's were the local people that owned the mill? 

Yeah. 

Dan: What was the name of the company? 

Just Penny sawmill. 

Dan: What was the name of the mill at Bend and Longworth? 

Well I don't know. I don't think it had a name. 

Dan: I'm curious what life was like for you during the depression? 

Well that was ... that was when we were at Bend and at Penny. We never went 
hungry, you know. It was only one winter that my husband wasn't working but 
that ... I don't know where we were then. It seemed to me that that was in 
Longworth, but anyway, because he took ... instead of taking wages for that year, 
he took out lumber and we had big ideas of building a house but we never did 
because I wasn't a country girl. 

Dan: So it sound s like you were okay during the depression. Your husband 
had a good job. 

Oh yeah. Most of the depression we spent at Bend and the train would pull up and 
the men riding on the top found our house an easy house to get to and my husband 
told me, "don't ever tum them away but don't ask them in", you know, any of the 
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men that came looking for a feed. "Don't bring them in but don't tum them 
away". So I made many sandwiches, you know, for the people that were riding. 
And as long as the train was there, it gave me time to make them a sandwich and 
they could take it back and eat it on the train. 

Dan: They must have really appreciated that? 

Well I suppose they did but you never saw them anymore. But the train would 
stop right there and they would come under the barbed wire and right there was 
my house. 

Dan: That's fascinating. So you moved to Penny in '42. How did life change 
for you then? 

Penny was fairly pleasant. I enjoyed life in Penny. Lorraine was ready to go to 
highschool then, when we moved to Penny so she came in to highschool and we 
only saw her like on the holidays, summer. But it was more like living in a little 
town at Penny. Again, we only had the little store and post office, you know, 
combined and that's when I told you I made friends with ... 

Dan: Barbara. 

Yeah, Barbara because the girl I made friends with in Longworth was Barbara's 
mother, you see. She had married too and in some time ... although they married at 
Longworth, they eventually ended up at Bend living next door to me too. So they 
had two small children and we had two small children and that was at Bend. 

Dan: So you may have been separated by some distance but it sounds like 
your neighbours moved with you or were relatively close? 

It's hard to explain that little bit of our life because Elizabeth, when she married, 
was also married in Longworth and of course, her father had the store and post 
office. Well then their life didn't tum out like they expected it too and they moved 
to Vancouver or Victoria. That's Elizabeth and her husband. Life didn't pan out 
for them where they wanted it as it should and they applied to come back to 
Penny, to Bend, and so that's when ... . You see, the young man that was running 
the Bend sawmill was a cousin to .. . 

Lorraine: Roy? 

No. 

[end of side one] 
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... lived at Longworth, Elizabeth I call her, was a cousin to the boy who was 
running the mill at Bend. So they were able to come back to Penny, and there was 
a little shack next door to me and that's where they lived. 

Dan: So there must have been a lot more services available to ... 

Now you're getting more private like then I wanted to. 

Lorraine: No, but in Penny you had quite a social life. You were always playing 
bridge. 

In Penny. 

Lorraine: ... partying. 

Penny was different. There was a whole street of women and families, you know, 
we visited more, you know. We had our little tea parties, the women folks. 

Lorraine: But there you still had to walk up to the store. 

And we used to walk to the store. Now the storekeeper at Penny had meat come 
in every Tuesday and all the women would gather up on a Tuesday afternoon to 
the store to get their ration of meat. Bu t you never had a choice. I mean you just 
had a piece of beef and that was it, but coming from Edmonton. And he was a bit 
of an alcoholic so sometimes it took you all afternoon to get served. One time we 
had ... this Elizabeth that I talk about and myself had stayed behind to visit with 
his wife who had a nice big house close to the store, and we stopped there and had 
tea and had a visit. It was the middle of winter, it was getting pretty dark, and we 
decided rather than walk on the road, we would take the railroad track, which was 
dangerous. And we got halfway home and halfway back when up comes the 
snowplow. There was nothing for us to do but to throw our packages into the 
snow and follow them. And the snow man ... the engineer saw us and he lifted up 
his blade, otherwise we might have had our heads chopped off. By the time I got 
home, my husband was just like [inaudible??]. He said "I was beginning to look 
for you", but I was home safe. 

Lorraine: And then weren't you one of the first people that had a car. There were 
no cars in Penny. 

Oh yes, the Smith's had a car but they left it in Prince George. 

Lorraine: But you had one. We had that Buick. 
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Yeah, but it came out to Penny. 

Lorraine: Yeah, that's what I mean, in Penny. 

We were the .. . now you see, I'm mixed up again. 

Lorraine: Gosh, you're doing very well for 96 Yl, mother. 

When we were first married and I'm at Longworth, there was no radios and I 
think Mr. Colts, at the store, might have had a little radio but I'm a little vague 
about that. But I think maybe he had a little .... Well Lawrence bought us a little 
radio and of course, he also bought us an orthophonic phonograph. You know, it 
was a big one and the music was much louder than an ordinary grammophone. So 
we were the first ones that had this in town so we were quite somebody. 

Dan: You mentioned a car, were there roads? 

No, there wasn't any roads. 

Lorraine: From our house to the store. 

One of the men who was an engineer had a little car but he left it in Prince George 
and they would come in and use it but I'm going ahead now. When Alan, that's 
my son, came into Prince George,he was all for getting a car. He wanted a car. He 
wanted a car and of course he got spoiled I guess. And he was working at 
Williams grocery store saving his money and he phoned one day and said he'd 
bought this car. He'd put his savings on this old car, great big Buick or something, 
I don't know what it was now. Well, we took one trip in it, Lawrence and I and 
Alan. Alan was going down to play badminton from the highschool team and we 
went down in it and while we were there, Alan persuaded his Dad to trade this old 
car into a modem looking car so that when we came back in this car and left it 
here, that Alan had the use of it while he finished highschool. But mother stepped 
in now and mother said "either you come back but the car comes back". "You can 
stay in Prince George but the car comes back to Penny". So that's how we got the 
car to Penny and he came back. He was, at the time, I'm a little confused, he 
didn't want to come and work around Penny at the time but he wanted to keep the 
car in Prince George. We didn't think for a young man like that ... he'd had one 
accident, we didn't think it was a good idea so we said "no". The car comes back 
whether you do or not, so of course, they both came. And that's how we got the 
car in Penny. 

Dan: Would it have been shipped on the railway cars? 
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Yeah, shipped down. Yeah, it's only just these last few years that they got the road 
in. We had no way of getting out, only by train. 

Lorraine: So where did you use the car in Penny? 

Oh, up and down the post office. I mean mother used it up and down the post 
office. 

Dan: How far was that? 

A mile. 

Dan: Must have seemed like royalty though? 

One of the men from the post office, from the store, from the office told Alan to 
keep your mother out of that car, she's going to have an accident. I had Mrs. 
Harkins senior in, that was Bob's mother, going up to the post office and we run 
into the ditch or something. 

Dan: Where would your children have stayed in Prince George when they 
went to school? Where would they stay? 

Oh, we bought a little house ... I moved then. 

Lorraine: We boarded. First we boarded. 

Dan: Okay. 

Yeah. Lorraine boarded for the first year and then Alan was ready and we bought 
a little house on 8th Avenue and I came and lived with them. It wasn't very 
successful. My husband, he said he would come in every weekend but that was 
never successful. He'd come in once in awhile but I was there till she finished 
highschool and Alan had another year to go and he went into a boarding room. 
Somebody boarded him, friend of ours boarded him for the rest of the year, and I 
went back to Penny. And that's when the mill had changed hands. Some people 
from Vancouver had bought into the mill, and that's when the Harkin's came. Mr. 
and Mrs. Harkin's came. Mr. Harkin's to work in the mill, and Bob was still in 
university and when he was through he came. And that's when we first met Bob. 

Dan: What year would that have been? 

You ask me that. 
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Lorraine: Well I went in training in 1948. So maybe it was a year before. 

It would be 194 ... 1949, '50, '51, something like that. 

Dan: And you were in highschool in around the war years then, roughly? 

Lorraine: Pardon me? 

Dan: You were in highschool in and around the war years? 

Lorraine: Yeah. 

Dan: I'm curious what living in Prince George would have been like for you 
as a young woman, unchaperoned relatively, I suppose, with .... from what 
I've learned, thousands of soldiers. 

Lorraine: Very exciting. 

When I came in, after she was highschooled, she wanted to go into the nurses 
[hade??] up here and I came in and talked to talked to Dr. Lyons at the time and 
he said "oh, if the girl has her head on the right way, she'll be alright". I was 
afraid she was too young to go into training with all these soldiers around, being 
the mother. And that's what he said, if the girl has the right head on the right 
training, she'll be alright. And she was. 

Lorraine: Am I supposed to talk now? 

Dan: Sure you can jump in anytime. 

Lorraine: Like I don't remember anything. The only thing I remember about those 
years, I must have been too young, was going skating, which I loved to do. And of 
course there were all these soldiers skating and they'd come around and ask you to 
skate, you know. But that was the only contact I ever had with them. 

To get back to Penny, we had a woman there, her husband was the forestry man, 
and she liked to organize little plays and she would write this play and then we 
would rehearse it in my house, and then we'd come, when we were ready, we'd 
put it on in the hall and charge 50 cents. And then the 50 cents went towards the 
school concerts at Christmas. 

Lorraine: Where was that? At Penny? 

In Penny. And then we were having ... we had some kind of a work crew working 
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on the railroad and we were having a pie social, again for the school concert, and 
Lorraine must have been ... Lorraine was ... I don't know whether she was into 
school or not, but I made two lemon pies and she was going to sell one and I was 
going to sell one. 

Lorraine: Like a box social. 

This was a pie social and the man that was the foreman of this section crew 
bought Lorraine's pie and she said to me, "Mom, I don't want to have supper with 
him". He was an old man. So I took her pie. I mean they were identical, and I took 
her pie and she sold that pie to a young man. We take my pie and set it on the 
edge of the stove, and flop it goes. Lemon pie. And he must have paid about $50 
for it. 

Dan: Really? 

Lorraine: They auctioned them off. 

Dan: And then you have to have supper with whoever buys it? 

Lorraine: Yeah. And they were very popular social events out in the country. 

Dan: So there would have been other similar events with something other 
than pie maybe sometimes? 

Lorraine: Well I remember the box socials like when you provided like a supper 
and they were done up in very elaborate boxes, you decorated them whichever 
which way you wanted, and then they were auctioned off and your name was 
inside. And then whoever bought your ... And of course you knew your box and 
you always hoped that guy bought your box. I loved those. 

Dan: You don't see things like that anymore. 

Lorraine: No, you don't. 

And then Alan was in ... going to school here, he learned to play the trumpet and 
for awhile he belonged to the band here. Well then he came out one weekend or 
something and he brought his trumpet with him and he played along with another 
boy who had a trumpet. They played trumpet for the dance and oh it was 
wonderful. The music was wonderful you know, because we'd just had a guitar. 

Dan: It sounds like the women of the community were very organized in 
supporting the school and the hall and the events. 
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Oh yes. The women were all organized. I mean you could count on your 
neighbour. She was there to help you. 

Dan: Did the community receive support from the school district? 

No. The only thing was ... and I was just talking about it the other day, I sent 
Lorraine into highschool for the first year and she was boarding over here, 
Williston and I think it was Mrs. Hawkin at the time, came out to see me 
because they hadn't had anybody going from Penny to highschool and they 
weren't sure about whether they should charge me or not, you know whether she 
should pay something. As it happened I had to pay ... we had to pay $25 for that 
first year. 

Lorraine: To whom did you pay? 

To the school board. And I mean it doesn't sound much then but $25 was a lot of 
money then. 

Dan: So $25 bucks, then room and board. 

Room and board over a year. 

Dan: And travel if she's going to come and go, so that must have been an 
expensive venture? 

Lorraine: I didn't come and go very often though. 

No, just at holidays. 

Dan: Even still, it must have been an expensive venture for your family. 

Oh yeah, and there was her clothes. She had to be fairly decent to go to school. 
But after that of course, it was during those years that they built the dorm here and 
then there was a place for people to come. I mean Bob Harkin's wife went to the 
dorm here you know, and they all went to the dorm. And if it had been there 
maybe a couple of years sooner, these kids might have gone. But for Alan's last 
year, he had gone ... he had one year to go when I went back to Penny and I got 
him a boarding place with some friends. Well that was the year they built the 
dorm. Had it been a little earlier he probably would have gone into the dorm. Like 
the dorm mother said to me one day, I asked her how many kids she had. She said 
"oh, I've got 220 and your son" , because he was there all the time. 

Dan: I hadn't realized the dorms were that big. 
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Yeah. Actually it was 120 but it was ... 

Lorraine: I don't think so. 

It was big. 

Lorraine: I don't know either. They were old army huts weren't they? 

Dan: That's what I've heard. 

Lorraine: So they must have held quite a few. 

Dan: Right. 

Now you have to ask me questions now because I can't talk anymore. 

Lorraine: So you were still in Penny then? 

I'm still in Penny. 

Dan: How long did you live in Penny? 

Well, we lived in Penny until ... when we ... it changed hands and the Jacks were 
out of it. Earl Jack, the son, was in it but he took Roy McGilvray in as a partner, 
as a manager and Roy came to see us and he coaxed me to go back. Lawrence was 
back there but Lawrence was at the stage he was not going to stay if I didn't go 
back and so they coaxed me to sell that little house and go back to Penny, and that 
would be 1948 I guess. And so I was there ... oh, a good 12 years, till Lawrence ... 
well Lawrence didn't like working under the new management because it differed. 
We'd always lived rent free. These people, when the city people came in, they 
started charging rent, charging us for the lights, and also Lawrence wasn't too 
happy with the way the mill was set up, so all in all we were a little unsettled. 
Although I was quite happy. We'd gone back to a nice new house and I hated to 
move but Lawrence, being the boss, so we moved back in 1952, '53. 

Lorraine: To this house? 

Yeah. 

Dan: And you had lights when you left at that time in Penny? 

We had electric lights by the time ... and I had an electric fridge, you see. 
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Dan: Supplied by the mill, the electricity was supplied by the mill? 

Yeah, but these new people started to ... I think the electricity came in when they 
took the new partner in from Edmonton. I think he put the electricity in and that 
sort of thing. 

Lorraine: Did you ever have running water? 

No, we never had running water. 

Lorraine: So we always had outhouses. 

Well that was another problem. 

Dan: So aside from being sad to leave your nice house, how did you feel 
about moving to town, to Prince George? 

Well Lawrence had got to retiring age and he was the one that wanted to move 
back and I was quite happy. We soon settled down. I mean Lorraine by now was 
married and living here. And Alan had married the school teacher at Penny and he 
was logging at Penny and they would come in and out. So it was just Lawrence 
and me now, you see, and the house is big enough for us. Lawrence was always 
known as a good worker and we hadn't been here very long before the school 
board came to see if he would go and be the janitor there so he took that on. Well 
then now we're going into my life history. 

Lorraine: No, but it's a continuation. 

And then, from then on, the Knox United Church came after him, would he go 
and be the janitor there, so we decided he couldn't take the two. He didn't want 
the two but he felt he was more his own boss so he stayed at the janitor at the 
Knox United Church. Took my vacuum cleaner down there and he was there 
when he died. He was going to that when he died. 

Lorraine: And you did what? 

And then I went to the library. 

Dan: And how long did you work there? 

20 years. 

Dan: Oh, my goodness. 
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Lorraine: And what did they give you when you retired? 

Well the library gave me ... the library board gave me those silver candlesticks and 
the library staff gave me a staff but the city gave me a spoon. 

Dan: How did the housing compare between Prince George and Penny? You 
said you had a pretty nice house in Penny? 

Yeah. Well of course we didn't have running water, you know, and it was a new 
house. When Earl took in the partner from Edmonton, they built a lot of new 
houses. When we were first living in the houses, they were practically just 4 room 
shacks but now they started building, you know .... Like to describe my Penny 
house, you came in a little entry way where I could put my dishwater, where you 
wash your hands and face. Then you stepped into a nice big kitchen and off that 
could have been a bedroom but we used it for a dining room. And then through 
here was a big sitting room and a bedroom off that, and then there was a bedroom 
upstairs. So it was quite a nice house from what I'd been used to at Penny before. 
And it was new lumber and it was all built of new lumber and varnished. I liked it. 

Dan: So it was a fair bit nicer than the other houses in town? The other 
houses in Penny? 

They were new you see. Those little houses in Penny had been there for years. 
You see the mill belonged to Campbell and Myers from .... The mill belonged to 
Campbell and Myers which was a local firm here and then it had moved. Then I 
think Roy Spurr had it. Do you remember him? 

Dan: I recognize that name from the book. 

And Rec [inaudible??] and then he had it. I don't know when the Jacks took it 
over but the Jacks took it over. 

Dan: A lot of different owners. 

Yeah. 

Dan: I was going to ask you a question about ... did your husband belong to a 
union? 

No. 

Dan: But there was unions in Penny I would imagine? 
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No, I suppose there was but you never heard of unions. I suppose there was but 
you didn't .... I mean this was all years and years ago. 

Dan: Let's see here. So it sounds like the house certainly met your needs. The 
new house was fairly well built. 

Yes. Of course there was no inside toilet . You had to go out there for a toilet. 
That wasn't such a problem in summer but it was a problem in the winter. 

Dan: I'll bet. Was the rent fairly cheap, once your husband started being 
charged rent from the company ... 

No, the rent wasn't too bad. It was just ... no the rent wasn't too much. It was just 
the idea ... we never lived ... we never had to pay rent. And of course things were 
changing in the mill and he was getting past ... he was getting retiring age. 

Lorraine: Yeah probably didn't like all the changes that were coming in. 

No. 

Dan: If a mom wanted to go to town and couldn't take her kids with her say 
for instance, how would that have been taken care or? Would another mom 
help out and take care of the kids or ... 

Well it never was a problem with us. I mean after the mills shut, Lawrence liked 
to take a trip and we would take the kids with us. Quite often we would go into 
Edmonton or go into Vancouver. There was one time, living at Bend, when I was 
having quite a lot of trouble with my eyes and having two small children, it was 
quite a problem. My husband was away doing the logging. He used to do the 
logging in the winter and I was home with these two children and I practically 
couldn't see. And Mrs. Jack, who was the boss's wife, she said "I'll take the kids. 
You take the train tonight and go into Edmonton and get your eyes checked. I'll 
take the kids". Do you remember that? 

Lorraine: No. 

And she took them. Lorraine would be I guess 5-6, and Alan would be 4, maybe 
not that old. But she took the kids and I was gone. I was in hospital a week before 

Dan: How long of a train ride was it to Edmonton? 

Well we'd get on at night and we got there next afternoon. It was a long trip. And 
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I can remember when I was going through, the old conductor was a Prince George 
man and he said to me "I don't think you should go in". He said, "I think you 
should let me take you back with me and go to my wife's and go to the doctor in 
Vancouver". And I said, "No, I think I'd better go. I'd made up my mind to go to 
Edmonton, I'd better go to Edmonton". So it was a long miserable trip, I'll tell 
you. 

Dan: How would you get to Vancouver in those days? 

Well you either drove or you'd go from here to Jasper and ... 

Lorraine: And transfer. 

Dan: Right. Take the rail ... 

I think at that time you got to Jasper early in the morning and you had to wait till 
the afternoon before you got a train to Vancouver and then you ... you were on the 
train for one night. I don't know if it was here or there. 

Lorraine: It was a long trip. 

Dan: The road must have been a two day trip at that point in time I guess. 

Oh yeah, sure. 

Lorraine: And not paved. 

The first time we went down, in this old car I'm talking about ... no, it wasn't the 
first time. I went down ... Lawrence and Earl Jack, that was the boss of the mill, 
wanted ... Earl had to go on business to Vancouver and he wanted Lawrence to go 
along with him and they invited me along. And at that time we stayed overnight at 
Lac La Bache and again I was still quite English. I was quite amazed having to 
stay at this little hotel business at Lac La Hache. When they kept talking about 
going through the canyon, going through the canyon, and I said to Earl, after we'd 
been riding for a long, long time, I said to him, "when are we going through the 
canyon?" Oh, he said, "we went through the canyon way back there". I didn't 
know we were going through the canyon. 

Lorraine: And that was a pretty scary trip though in those days. 

Dan: I'll bet. Must have been very different for you to come from England to 
Longworth. 
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Oh, it was very different. And like I say, if I had come from Edmonton to 
Longworth, I probably wouldn't have found it as exciting but coming from 
England where you just went out to the store .... If you wanted anything, you go to 
the store or you could walk to the park or you could walk to the beach. It was 
quite a little city I lived in. I was living with an aunt who had a very nice home. It 
was quite a shock. But I guess I was young enough to enjoy it. 

Lorraine: Well you were really coming out to the bush. 

Yeah. 

Dan: Different food and ... 

Different food. And that's another story. I didn't know what a doughnut was and 
the first few months I was married, I was going to make doughnuts so I started the 
doughnuts and I got the pan with the boiling fat in it and put my doughnuts in 
there and they just disappeared. I opened my door and I called across to my 
neighbour, "Florence, I've lost my doughnuts". 

Lorraine: What had happened? 

Well I had no business to put all the shortening in the doughnuts. So I put too 
much shortening. I was just going to make them extra good. 

Dan: So it sounds like it must have been a fairly steep learning curve. You 
would have been around 24 when you got married then? 

Yeah. 

Dan: And you had to take over and cook for this man and clean. 

That's right, sure. And the cooking was so much different you know. 

Dan: Well not only different but in that environment with strange tools and 
less than normal ... like at your hands, like you don't have running water for 
starters. 

No. 

Dan: You've got to stoke the stove. You talked about baking bread. How 
would you keep an even temperature? 

Well I made a lot of bread and you kept it warm and of course, the only trouble 
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was keeping the stove going. But you know, I had a very good husband. He was 
very patient with me. 

Dan: He was from Canada? 

Well no, he was born in Canada but he had an English background. His mother 
and father had been born in England and some of his brothers and sisters, but he 
was born in Canada. But he'd lived on a farm out of Edmonton. 

Lorraine: Left home when he was 15. 

Yeah. 

Dan: It sounds like a lot of folks came from the prairies to Penny. 

Yeah, that's right. 

Dan: Well I've come to the end of my questions. Do you have any names of 
people other than what you've mentioned that you think we should talk to? 

Yeah. You should talk to Anna Mellos. She lives ... 

Lorraine: She lives on Moffat Street. 

She lives on Moffat Street, and her husband used to have a farm. It was Anna that 
we were visiting when we went in the snow. It was Anna Mellis. She's not quite 
my age but she's past 90. But she'd be a good one to talk to. She lived in Penny a 
long time before I got there. I think her husband probably came ... 

Dan: Halvor Mellos. 

Halver Mellis. 

Dan: I remember reading him in the book about Penny. He's probably from 
some Scandinavian country. 

Yeah, that's right. Sure. 

Dan: Any other names you can think of? 

What about Ame? 

Lorraine: Well Arne Mellows, was he a relation to ... 
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Dan: No. I met him actually a week and a bit ago and their names are spelled 
just a little different. 

Lorraine: Yeah, one's got a 'w' in it. 

This Amie is Mellows and the other one is Mellis. 

Dan: That's right. Arnie has a 'w' in his name. 

Yeah. 

Lorraine: And of course his wife, Amie's wife, is Carrie Benson, she grew up in 
Bend and moved to Penny too but she would know Bend. 

Dan: Super, that's great. So do you have any more questions for me about 
this process and the information? 

Lorraine: You haven't said anything private. You've just told what it's been like 
to live ... 

Dan: And if you have, I'll just reassure you now that this information is not 
going anywhere yet unless you give us the okay. I'll bring back a typewritten 
transcript. 

I was going to show you ... we played a lot of bridge ... 

Dan: I bet, and whist. 

At Penny. Played a lot of bridge with Jean's mother and father, and I was going to 
say, get that little book and let Dan read that little book. 

Dan: Jean told me to ask you about a little book, that you used to write 
messages on. 

She'd like it. 

Lorraine: And where is this book now. 

In that comer. 

Lorraine: And of course the men sometimes played poker. 

It's this comer, in this drawer. 
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Dan: Do you want me to move it? 

Lorraine: Is this it? 

No, not that one. There's a little blue .... just a little book with a pencil on. No, no, 
it's not like a little book. It's like a little pamphlet. 

Lorraine: Yeah, I've seen it but I don't see it here, mother. Oh, here it is. 

No, that's not it. That's mine. 

Lorraine: You're sure that's not it? 

No, that's mine. It's like a little book that you'd get from a ... 

Lorraine: Yeah, I've seen it but it's not here. 

Well I haven't given it away. There that's it. 

Lorraine: You had that hanging on your back door? 

Yeah, Mrs. Harkins senior brought that and hung it on my door. 

Dan: October 10th, called 1:30, had tea, AS. Happy birthday, swiped pansies, 
RH. 

Lorraine: That would be Mrs. Harkins. 

Dan: Oh yeah, Ruth Harkins. She swiped your pansies. Returned plate, 
thanks. Maxine. Come down tonight if you want to, we'll be home. Jean. 

That's Jean Humphrey's mother. 

Lorraine: For pete's sake, this is great. 

Dan: My last call and your not home, phooey. 

That was Elizabeth McGilvray. 

Dan: Somebody else was giving you heck here too. Why don't you ever stay 
home? Tessa. 

Lorraine: Yeah, where were you all the time? 
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I don't know. 

Dan: These are all nobody home, nobody home, never stay at home. 

Lorraine: Running back and forth to the store. 

Dan: Stew boiling over, where are you? This is just a gem. That's really neat. 

Lorraine: Yeah it's a nice keepsake. 

Dan: From 1952, the calendar on the back says. 

Well Jean would like that but sometimes I think Barbara Harkins should have it, 
but Jean has asked me for it. 

Dan: Well one of the things that the Upper Fraser is collecting is keepsakes 
and photographs. Of course they wouldn't want your originals but if it was 
okay with you, would we be able to scan things like that, make copies? 

Oh, I think so. 

Dan: Okay. What about this photograph? 

Lorraine: That too. 

Dan: Of course, we won't damage the original. That comes back to you but 
that photograph is then available in an archive for people ... 

Lorraine: And that shows how people dressed. 

Dan: What the building was built like? I was noticing it's made of tarpaper 
with shiplac?? on top? 

Lorraine: Yeah. 

Dan: That's something for you to think about. 

Lorraine, you talked about building, bring that picture in my bedroom above the 
[inaudible??] we were married and I'll show you. 

Dan: If you'd feel more comfortable thinking about this and talking with 
Lorraine later, that's fine and if you change your mind, you can let us know. 
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I was going to tell you ... 

Lorraine: This one. 

Yeah. I'm not showing you the picture but that house in the back was the boss's 
house. So that was a pretty nice house. 

Lorraine: And what house was this, the school? 

That's the school 

Dan: Those shoes you're wearing don't look built for winter time. 

No. 

Lorraine: Isn't that a pretty dress and hat? 

Dan: It's a beautiful dress. It's a fantastic photograph. Who would have 
taken the photographs? 

We used to have a man come in and want to take pictures and when he knew we 
were going to have a wedding, he managed to be there to take pictures. 

Dan: He's not got his name on here anywhere. 

What have I got written on the back. 

Dan: Longworth, BC, February 25, 1928, Crissie and Lawrence Ward, best 
man Chris White, bridesmaid, Ethel ... 

Ethel Niessen. 

Dan: Ethel Demure Niessen, sister of Crissie. 

Another little thing I was going to tell you, this storekeepers' wife, like 
Elizabeth's father, used to have to meet the train and bring in the mail and this one 
winter, it was quite cold. I think it was the first of January, and it was 50 below .... 

[end of side two] 

Elizabeth's mother kept a diary and she'd written in the diary Cris and Lawrence 
and Minnie and Alfred have all gone for a walk and it was 50 below. We'd all 
gone for a walk to the river. 
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Dan: Holy smokes. 

And Bob and Barbara Harkin' s had this diary and they brought it here to show me. 
In fact I think I have part of it some place. 

Lorraine: But if you bundle up well, put a scarf over your face, which you 
probably did, out you went. 

Dan: Even still, that's pretty icy. They shut the school busses down at minus 
40 these days. 

Lorraine: I think so. 

Dan: Yeah, I remember. I was a bus kid. So what about you? You must have 
some memories of Penny too? 

Lorraine: Well I don't have any memories really of ... 

She came out from highschool one day when we were having one of these concert 
parties so I brought her on the stage. 

Lorraine: See I don't remember that. 

Don't you? You came with Amie. 

Lorraine: Nope. 

You came out and we ... I can't remember, but there was a few of us put on this 
concert and you and Amie came to watch us. 

Lorraine: I don't remember. I can't have been too impressed. 

No, you can't have been. 

Lorraine: And I don't have any memories of Longworth, of course. Any memories 
I have are what you've told me. And where were we next, Bend. Well I grew up 
in Bend. That's where most of my life was spent and what memories do I have of 
Bend? Well just a happy normal childhood. 

There's a picture of you in the album standing with a horse in Bend. And then 
there's a picture of you someplace in ... for one of the Christmas concerts in a 
Dutch outfit. 
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Lorraine: Well we all took part in the concerts. I remember how much I used to 
enjoy going to Benson's farm and sometimes we'd would go down there and 
spend a day. 

Dan: Is that the same Benson that used to be the school teacher? 

Lorraine: No. What Benson was a school teacher? 

Dan: Jean was talking about ... 

Lorraine: No Carl Benson and Carrie Benson, there was just the two children. I 
don't know what Benson was a teacher. 

I bet she was talking about ... 

Lorraine: Penny . 

.. . Mary Dell Olafsen. 

Dan: I don't remember that name. 

Lorraine: No, he says Benson. 

But she boarded at Benson's. Yeah of course it could have been before I was at 
Bend. 

Lorraine: Yeah. 

Dan: Oh, of course, she was talking about Penny. That's why I'm confused. 

That's when I get confused. I was at Longworth, Penny and Bend, you know and I 
get confused about them all. 

Dan: Your memory is actually fairly amazing. 

Lorraine: Isn't it? It's better than mine. 

Dan: You can remember what month and what year. 

Lorraine: Yeah, it's much better than mine. 

Some day if you come and visit I'll show you the album. There's some pictures 
about ... you know, mostly family pictures. 
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Dan: Super. Well I guess we can turn this off then. 

[ end of interview] 
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Interview Summary 
Crissie Ward and Laureen Stewart 

This was a fantastic interview. Mrs. Ward and her daughter are full of interesting 
facts about life in Penny. Mrs. Ward came to Longworth in the spring of 1927 from 
England. She talked about the hot summer and the forest fire danger and how the women 
and children were evacuated. She was full of information about box socials, pie raffles, 
concerts, and the anticipation of the new Eaton's catalogue. More than other 
interviewees, Mrs. Ward looked more to the east for supplies and holidays than Prince 
George. She was married in February of 1928 in Longworth, and has a photograph of the 
entire community of Longworth at her wedding, about 60-80 people. She has agreed to 
lend this and other pictures to us, but I left them with her for someone else to arrange. 

Mrs. Ward also talked about life at Bend. She was in Edmonton on holidays in 
1942 when she received word that the entire community was burnt to a crisp. She 
describes returning to rebuild. Since the mill was saved, and there was still work, there 
was a reason to stay. 

Mrs. Ward has many fond memories of Penny. She actually bought a house in 
Prince George so her children could go to highschool, just before the dormitories were 
built. 

Some names for future interviews she suggested were: Anna Mellos (Moffat St.), 
Arne Mellows and Kerry Benson of Bend, Mary Dell Olafson of Bend (who lives at the 
seniors complex on 10th ave.), and Bob and Dorothy Allen of Snowshoe. 

Mrs. Ward has a wonderful and is surprisingly bright for a nearly-97 year old. She 
has another exciting piece of history she is willing to lend -- a small notebook she kept 
tacked to her door for notepaper when people came to visit and she wasn't home. The 
messages in it are humorous, alive, and full of humanity. Wonderful! 

Mrs. Stewart was able to help facilitate the interview, as both women are partially 
deaf. She is a possible candidate for a future interview as she sat in the background for 
much of the session. 


