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Dan: Okay this is Dan Watt with Joe Rositano at Joe's home in Prince 
George on June 151, and he signed a consent form last interview so we'll 
dispense with that today. So we'll start by asking you about housing in 
Giscome and what types of houses existed when you lived there, ie. 
apartments, bunkhouses, single detached or that sort of thing? 

Mainly there was one bunkhouse I guess. It was in the 50s, '55, I guess. It was an 
old building but it caught fire and burned down so they built a new one and that 
housed about 40. It would have been about 80 single guys, individual guys. There 
was 2 men per room and the rooms were only 10 ... maybe, 10 x 12. Yeah, about 
10 x 12. I lived there for about a whole year in '71 when we sold our farm, the 
house and the buildings, but we still had the land because we sold it and moved 
into town. And I was working at the sawmill. I stayed at the bunkhouse a year. 
The rest of the houses were ... they were all wood frame construction. That was 
the only industry was the sawmill so they had lots of wood in those days. They 
finished the insides of the houses too with 1 x 6 ... it was a fancy tongue and 
groove with a little decorative groove in the centre of the actual board. I know our 
house on the farm was ... there was no plywood in those days. The inside of ... 
where the gyproc would be today, was finished with this 1 x 6 stained, very 
decorative [inaudible??] houses. 

Dan: Was that finishing done in Giscome? 

Yeah, that wood was part of the ... they would run it in the mill. They had like 
heads, like a router or a joint, or heads in the sawmill where they would run these 
specialty woods. Like now, because it's ... I guess it costs too much money and 
there's no call ... there's not as much call for it because now it's easier with 
plywood. It replaces like all the shiplap and stuff that they used to make. Like the 
roofs weren't done with plywood, and the walls of the houses. They were just 1 x 
6s. 

Dan: But there was a planer mill of sorts then? 

Oh it was a big ... Northwood ... well, Northwood sawmill. It was one of the ... the 
sawmill in Giscome. I think I might have mentioned it before, the sawmill in 
Giscome. It was Eagle Lake sawmill was the largest white spruce producing 
sawmill in the world at that time and in '74, when they shut the mill down, they 
transferred the name, Eagle Lake sawmills, to the PG, Prince George sawmill, 
Northwood Prince George sawmill, in town. And they built that in '71 I believe. 
And they shut the sawmill in Giscome down in '74 and they just transferred the 
name so they kept all the contracts and so on. That sawmill in Giscome gave rise 
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to the Prince George's logo of Mr. PG. That was the largest sawmill in the area, 
largest producer. It would have been the largest sawmill and the white spruce is 
the main wood that's around here, and cottonwood. The main wood is white 
spruce. So all the houses, like I say, there was only the one bunkhouse per se. 
There was a multi-family, I guess, occupancy building in the townsite. The rest 
were all single family dwelling, wood frame construction. Most of them were box 
style housing, ranchers. There was no ... I don't believe any of the houses had 
basements. I can't say that they did. For one of the reasons is the money I guess. 
Basements weren't that popular in those days. It wasn't like they ... you built the 
house quickly and you lived on it and so on. It was very few had cement 
foundations and so on. And also, in the Giscome area, even a mile and a half out 
of the actual townsite, because you're on a lake bottom and the water table, the 
ground water tables were maybe 6 feet at the very most. In the spring time, even 
on my property - as I say a mile and a half, two miles from Giscome, where the 
edge of the lake is - in the spring time you drilled down 4 feet and you'd hit water. 
The ground water is very high. So the water table is very high so basements out 
there are not a good idea anyway. 

Dan: What would the foundation have been then, just gravel? 

Yeah, they would just put blocks and put some timbers down and big main, big 
timbers, the square beams that they would cut in the sawmill. And the houses in 
the actual townsite were all company houses. They were built by the sawmill, the 
people that owned the sawmill. The original owners are Milner or Spurr. Like I 
said, I can't remember who came first. The people that built the sawmills built 
these houses for their employees and the families and they used to rent them out, 
in the 50s and early 60s, I think it was $30 a month. Fair deal. You were making 
$1.50, $2.00 an hour. As far as apartment buildings or anything like that. There 
was nothing. 

Dan: So how would the houses have been insulated? 

Sawdust. 

Dan: So the studs would be 6 or 8 inches ... 

No, the studs would be the same, 2 feet or 16 inches. I'm pretty sure they were 
because we had purchased - when they shut down the sawmill and they sold all 
the houses for $25, and we moved one of the old houses out to our property a mile 
and a half away - we paid $25 for the house . It had a toilet, hot water tank, the 
whole ball of wax. And it cost us $1000 to move it a mile and a half. And that was 
what they would do. They would frame the walls on both sides. Before they put 
the roofs on they would fill the walls with sawdust. 
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Dan: So it would have been about how thick? 

Well, 2 x 4. In those days the 2 x 4s were actually 4 inches. No, 3 Y2 down fill, 
leave the top slat, I believe, because I have never seen it done, but they would 
leave the top because they would fill them with ... they used to sheet them with 
shiplap. It would be a horizontal as opposed to the vertical stud, and they would 
pour the sawdust in between the studs. The only problem with that is over a period 
of time, the sawdust would settle so you would have a gap and so the houses 
weren't as insulated as well as they are now. They would settle so you would have 
bare .... But they also had, on the inside, they had a substance, it's like particle 
board but it was a fibreglass sort of type fibre. It was called donacona, and it 
would be like an asbestos, like a ceiling tile. Have you seen the ceiling tile, about 
Y2 inch thick and they're stiff? 

Dan: Made out of wood fibres? 

No, these were like a fibreglass fibre. Like the ceiling tiles on a dropped ceiling, 
that's what it was made of. And then they used to use these for panelling and then 
you'd paint them. And if you punched a wall, you'd put a hole in there without 
even hitting them very hard. It wasn't as strong as gyproc. It was actually warmer 
than gyproc as long as you kept it dry. You see, it was similar to gyproc. It would 
keep a long long time. I don't know if there was fibreglass in it so I can't think it 
was too healthy. 

Dan: So never any problems with staying warm in the winter? 

Yeah, as long as you stoked the fire up. The houses were not as well insulated as 
they are now. In the ceiling, I believe they would put sawdust but most of the time 
they wouldn't. Later on, in the 60s and stuff, they started coming out with the 
fibreglass. I don't know when the fibreglass insulation is but I know a lot of those 
houses didn't have it. But a lot of the people bought the roll, R12 insulation and it 
was ... R12, I'm not sure what the value ... the insulating value of the R12 is 
equivalent to about a foot and a half of wood, a foot, maybe 12 inches of wood, as 
far as insulating factor. And I know that later on a lot of the houses were done, 
especially in the ceiling. If you had a wood stove or gas or an oil stove - oil, we 
didn't have natural gas ... the heat would just dissipate through the ceiling. That's 
why people didn't have much snow on their roofs because the heat would just 
dissipate through the ceiling and melt all the snow on the roof. But the housing, 
like I say, they were company houses. They were built by the company. They 
didn't have any foundations, not that I know of. There was a couple of the later 
ones that did that were built in the 60s. The manager's and stuff were a little bit 
bigger. They were definitely a lot newer and they had proper insulation, probably 
glass insulation. But other than that, that's pretty much the housing. And 
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everything out there was built to stick firm. 

Dan: What style of roof, like a tar paper or cedar shake? 

They didn't have cedar shakes but they had spruce shakes, a lot of them. Some of 
them ... like back in the 60s, in the middle 60s, ... like I say some of these were 
built earlier on, 40s and so on, and the 30s. Some of these houses, they had these 
wooden spruce shakes that they would make ... or pine. I'm not sure, but I know 
they weren't cedar because cedar doesn't really change colour. It stays fairly .... 
like it looks like Cedar. These would get black with age and they were quite thin. 
Most of the houses were made like that. The guys would make them themselves 
out of a block of wood. They used to have roll tar roofing. where they were 3 foot 
long, 3 foot wide. You'd roll it out. You had one sticky side where you had to tar 
it. It wasn't self-tarring like it is now, self stick. You had to tar it and put the other 
one on top and they had to tar up all the nails. And if you missed one, well your 
roof leaked. But those were the types of ... pretty much the roofing that they had. 
And later on in the 60s, I know that a lot of the houses went to the shingles, like 
tar paper shingles that we see today, modem shingles. 

Dan: You mentioned in the last interview about getting a wood stove shipped 
out from the Northern. Would that have been commonplace? 

Yeah, in the area. Like I know the late 50s it was pretty much ... even in the early 
60s .... Well, I remember I was 8-9 so it would have been in the 50s, still in the 
50s, the road was not very pleasant to come into town. It was 30 miles and it 
would take you an hour, hour and a half to get into town. So I know that we ... and 
the Northern would ... you'd go in ... if you had to go in, you go in once a month 
and you'd go and order ... even when the electric stoves ... anything you needed, 
anything big like that, they would ship it on by train. I don't know ... well they 
were close to the CN Rail [inaudible??]. I know that there was a Macinnis 
Building Supplies and they were right next to the railway station. They tore the 
old Macinnis Building Supplies, or warehouse that was MacGinnis, and they just 
tore it down last year. It was right along the railway track right on first and 
Victoria, right on the comer of First and Victoria. So a lot of the businesses, they 
tended to be close to the railway because roads were ... that particular road 
anyway. I don't know about the other ones because they weren't paved. That road 
wasn't paved until about ... I think it was like '63-'64 when it was paved. Maybe 
it was earlier but I don't think so. Around '60. It would have been '63 because my 
brother rolled his car and that was still gravel there. Right around '64 I believe 
that they paved that road. But up til then, in the spring, like I mentioned before, in 
the spring the frost boils would come through the ... the frost heaves would come 
through the ground and there would be big sinkholes, pretty much. And the road 
was so rough that they had two rows of planks put in for quite a bit of the road, 
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mainly when you got above the Willow River Hill. It would be where the Beaver 
Road intersects the Upper Fraser Road. The Upper Fraser Road now used to be 
Highway 16 East. That was the highway. It just went to nowhere. It went up to 
Upper Fraser and Aleza Lake and they had the bridge, but I don't know if they 
had people driving across it at Longworth and so on. That's as far as the road 
went. And it was planked for a good 15 or 20 miles so it wasn't something where 
you hop in the car. Even if you drive for an hour on unpaved roads, flat tires 
weren't uncommon. That was in the summer. That was a good time. And in the 
winter time they didn't have positrack and four wheel drive in those days and it 
was ... well they did. I guess some vehicles ... I think the Willys Jeep was the only 
one that had 4 wheel drive and they didn't have the extra cabs so if you had more 
than one ... if you had any children, you couldn't stick them in there because they 
were quite small. So it was an excursion to go to town. 

Dan: Would the roads even have been plowed in the winter? 

Oh yeah. The roads were ... that's one thing in the old days, the maintenance 
people were very good. The Highway Department were always ... in the early 60s 
I think it was, Flyin' Phil Gagliardi was the Minister of highways and he did a 
good job of that in that respect. Well this was government controlled anyway, 
YRB or whatever ... Yellowhead Road and Bridge anymore. They've privatized. 
They're pretty good nowadays too but 7:00 in the morning with people going to 
work, they had already come by in the winter time. And still to this day it's very 
good. The roads are well kept up. Maybe because it's a bus route for children. 
Whenever you have a bus route you have to keep it safe. We hit the ditch a few 
times over the years with the bus but not because the roads weren't plowed. First 
guy wasn't paying attention and was watching some of the girls or whatever but 
we hit the ditch once. 

Dan: So, back to houses. Were most houses similar in design? 

Yeah, they had them make ... part of the house was a kitchen/dining room 
altogether. They had a bit of a front room. They called it a living room. And two 
or three bedrooms off to the side. And every one of them out there, they had a 
covered porch where there was glassed in part of those, they had a thin glass like 
that, that was single pane, the old style. It was always covered in and you could 
store whatever. 

Dan: So not fully heated but it would extend the living area ... 

Yeah. Yeah. In the summer time. In the winter time you wouldn't go in there. It 
wasn't heated. But it was just an extension where you'd come in, take your boots 
off , get muddy around it, but there was a bit of a small porch too out in the back. 
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Just enough to cover the door and sort of a boot room. But this was in the front. 
Well it all depends I guess on which way the house ... it was like a veranda but it 
was a covered veranda and it was maybe 6 feet deep, I guess, and the length of the 
house, about 24 feet wide. And they were pretty much all the same. After we 
painted them every year, we painted them when we were kids in the summer time. 
Painted a whole bunch of them. "Oh, looks like we're on John, oh we're ... half a 
block down the road", same house. This one would be blue and that one would be 
green and the next one yellow or something, black and blue. We'd paint the 
houses. But as far as ... just like in the neighborhood nowadays too, in the 
neighborhood too they've got these houses ... well that one's the same as that one, 
and that one's the reverse plan. Same difference. Simple and box style, workable 
design. No wasted space. It was box style. You had the living room. You didn't 
need a family room and a living room and all that stuff. Everybody sat together. 
You had ... well we used to call it the front room because that always used to face 
the front of the road or something. That was the little room. Couldn't figure out if 
that was this family room or the living room, hard to look at house plans. It was a 
front room. It was just a little room. 

Dan: Was there ever any two storey buildings? 

There was Garland's Cafe which was a small hotel. They had rooms upstairs I 
guess. The bunkhouse was a two storey affair. But as far as houses, I don't recall 
that there was any houses. I think the Gustafsen's House was maybe 2 storey. 
Again, it was a small house but it was 2 storey because he had about 8 kids, 7 - 8 
kids. A whole bunch. But as far as the actual single family dwellings, there were 
no two storey houses. Not out there. 

Dan: So would you say the quality of housing in Giscome was good? 

Well, for that time, at that time yeah. It was adequate. The houses were as good as 
anywhere else. The building was done by professional people and so on. But for 
that time it was good. 

Dan: Did it suit the climate, the size of your family? 

Yeah, pretty much. It isn't like nowadays where everybody's got to have a room 
for Johnny and a room for Sarah. Boys and girls didn't usually ... two boys or two 
girls, they slept in one bed. One in the girls bedroom and the boys bedroom, and a 
family. My best friends growing up there, at one time, there was 4 boys in one 
bed, big bed because they didn't have enough room in the house. It was a fairly 
big house but there was a living room and a family room, front room or whatever 
and three bedrooms, two bedrooms actually. There was only 2 bedrooms in the 
house. So it was all boys until the youngest little girl come along. But for the first 
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few years she stayed in her crib. So it was ... I mean people grew up out there. 
None of them turned into ax murderers. Usually had to sleep with your brother or 
something. 

Dan: Sounds like that's just how things were done. 

Well I think that's ... I would say for that era, it was common practice all over 
Canada. Even nowadays, if you don't have a big enough house, you have to share 
the same room with your brother, bunkbeds and all that. A lot of people that I 
know, even my boys when they were growing up too ... at the first house we had 
was only three bedrooms and my daughter got one and the boys shared the other 
one. When we went farther out, out in West Beaverly we had a 4 bedroom house. 
They were all spoiled, they each got a bedroom and they were all in each other's 
bedroom all the time anyway. "What are you doing? Get to bed". "I'm visiting 
with Matthew". Matthew's in there right now. My son is 11. He's gonna go play 
basketball before he goes to school. [personal comment outside the interview]. 

Dan: So most of the housing would have been built by the family that lived in 
it? 

Well no, not ... Well if you owned your own land. But like I say, Giscome was 
sort of unique in the sense ... well even Upper Fraser, was a community town. The 
houses were owned by ... it was a company town ... they were owned by 
Northwood, Milner-Spurr, the people that owned ... the sawmill owned the actual 
townsite, the houses. The property I believe was ... still is, CN Rail's property, the 
actual property, because I believe that the CN Rail controlled 2 miles, or a mile on 
either side of the right of way of the railway. They owned so much. Same as the 
BC Rail police. Did you know that the BC Rail police had authority within 2 
miles of ... CN Police ... the railway police had authority within 2 miles of the 
railway? I used to be with the auxiliary police and some of the BC Rail members 
used to come and train with the auxiliaries and the regular members and so on. 

Dan: Was there an auxiliary police force in Giscome? 

No. I think for a couple of years, a year or so, they had a member posted ... an 
RCMP member posted there. Lived in a little trailer close to the school for a short 
period of time, b ut after that there was never ... it was only a short period of time 
that I actually remember that we actually had an RCMP stationed there. 

Dan: What year would that have been? 

It would have been in the early 60s because I was still fairly young. I don't know, 
'62-'63, in that area. But it was just for a short period of time but I remember it. 
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Dan: Can you think of any occasions that the railway police ever had to 
exercise their authority? 

Well not out there. They never had any call to. The crime was ... what we 
considered crime today was non existent. I mean you left your vehicle parked by 
the road, well I know that's Joe's truck. Nobody touched it. Nobody! Like you 
could leave it there for a month or a year, nobody would touch it. It wasn't yours. 
You left it alone. Kids ... I mean if you dared to go over there, like a kid "let's go 
break a window or something", or somebody would see you, they'd beat the hell 
out of you and take you home and your Dad would beat the hell out of you. It was 
a totally different era of ... I mean there was always bad kids, bad people. There's 
always going to be and there's always that exception and yeah he's going to break 
a window or something. But I think people would think long and hard before they 
did it. It was just a totally different era as far as respect for other things. There's 
always going to be people that don't care about nothing. There's that 1 % of the 
population but now it's ... the whole attitude of ... I would say the baby boomers' 
kids, and my kids, and even older generations but that are in their mid 20s now. 
There's no respect like there was before. They don't respect each other. Like for a 
guy to swear in front of a girl, a young lady, when I was growing up, somebody 
would punch you in the head because it was just not done. It was disrespectful. To 
hear a girl swear was just unheard of. Not with a guy. What they did amongst 
themselves you don't know. But nowadays, I mean I ran my own security 
company. I used to have a contract in the mall, Pine Centre mall, and it used to 
amaze me, these 8-9-10 year old girls and boys, every second word was an f
word. I just couldn't believe it. When I first started working there I couldn't 
believe it. Like what's this world coming to? And it starts ... to me ... I mean the 
whole society, when it starts going down the toilet, it's getting there, it starts from 
now with no respect from the children. And then when they get to be 25-30-40 
years old, they're running the country and they've got no respect for nothing. 
Hopefully it will change but I don't know. A lot of them do but a lot of them don't 
so .... But in the olden days, it was totally different. You didn't need police as 
much. I think they started coming more and more in the middle 60s, late 60s, 
when the drug culture started. And Giscome ... the bunkhouse, there were all these 
young single people there, guys. I remember one time they did this raid in there. 
The policemen entered the bunkhouse and they arrested about 5 or 6 guys. They 
had pot ... you know, they had drugs in there. It wasn't til then that you would see 
.... like to see a police car coming down there when we were kids it was just a big 
"yeah, there's a cop in town. There's a police car". All the kids would go out to 
see the police car because you'd never see one. 

Dan: You mentioned that Giscome was a company town. So most people 
would have rented from the company. And then separate from that, outlying 
owners, like your family had their property. And would they own their 
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house? 

Yeah. The boundaries of the actual town were quite small. They just surrounded 
the sawmill, close proximity to the sawmill. In the townsite, I think it was maybe 
500 yards from where the railway was, the creek went by the railway and then 
500yards up the hill was the end of the townsite. 100 yards on what would be the 
south side of the railway was ... 300 yards on that side was where the town sort of 
ended. There's a big farm. They had two quarter sections on each side of the road 
that was owned by ... at that ... in the early days, by Milner and Spurr, the people 
that built the sawmill owned that property, but later on in the 60s, a veterinarian 
bought it at one time. These people bought it when the old folks died. I guess they 
sold it off. Northwood did not purchase the farm so then it was individually 
owned, and then away from there, our property was a mile and a half away. 
Everybody owned their own property and built their own houses. Our house was 
built there. 

Dan: How would you describe maintenance and upkeep of the company 
houses in town? 

The guys would pretty much fix them themselves if they had to or if there was 
something that would go wrong with the hot water heater, the bathroom, or the 
toilet or something, or the oil furnace. There was a guy in the sawmill that sort of 
looked after the townsite. He did the fire watch and the maintenance around the 
mill, part of it ... and on the weekend and so on, but he looked after the townsite. 
There was always a person, if you had a complaint, you'd call the office and they 
would send out whoever he was. I can't remember his name. Those guys changed 
over the years. 

Dan: So he took care of the fire watch at the mill. That raises a question for 
me. Was there like a volunteer fire department? 

Not in the townsite per se but there was designated people ... we had an old 
pumper truck there, a real old thing there. There was a fire crew for the sawmill 
and I remember in the 70s, late 60s, one of the houses caught on fire down by the 
store. Somebody phoned over to the mill and it was just after we'd gotten the 
phones so late 60s, I guess. We didn't get phones until '66, something like that. 
And the pumper truck, there was all the guys running around from the mill. They 
left the job to come to the house. 

Dan: I'd imagine people could probably just pitch in and help too? 

Yeah, everybody would come. It was day time so most of the people were 
working other than the graveyard, the nightshift was. 
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Dan: So you also mentioned that they were oil furnaces. What would have 
been the norm? Oil or wood? 

Well, in the town it was oil actually because that's what the company provided 
and it was less maintenance. Some of the people, like I know we ourselves, we 
had wood and coal. They used to have a coal car would come in on the railway 
and everybody would go and get their share, however much. They would load up 
the back of their own pickup. You had a little shed there at home and unload it 
and then every night we'd go in with a little bucket. Our house was sort of ... it 
was quite big for 8 rooms but it was really laid out, it was big sprawl. So we had 
like three stoves. One was in the kitchen, one was in the front room, the living 
room, and then one was in sort of centrally located in our bedroom. There's three 
bedrooms. One long room here, a bedroom in the back, my bedroom. Mom and 
Dad's was over here. There was a stove that ... the house was sort of built in two 
sections and that had been the living room and the kitchen so there was a chimney 
in that comer all ready for a stove. So we had a stove, and then at night, we'd be 
getting up at night to fill the stove up with coal. And it would keep fairly warm 
until ... everybody could see their breath but ... 

Dan: Tin chimney pipes? 

Well all the ... I never seen one of those ... they didn't use tin ones, or the 
insulated chimneys til the 80s because I don't remember using them. I don't 
remember seeing them. But I used to do a little bricklaying myself. Ah, those tin 
things, I always built 'em out of brick. I built a couple of ... I put in woodstoves in 
a couple of the houses over the years. 

Dan: Where would the bricks come from, to Giscome? Like where were they 
coming from? Lower Mainland or ... 

Yeah, everything was imported. I mean if you don't have a factory, it would 
depend on where they made them. I don't know where they would have made 
them. But you'd go to Northern "Holdup", Northern Hardware you'd call it, and 
tell him you wanted building supplies. MacGinnis actually owned a building 
supply place, McGinnis Lighting now. It hasn't been MacGinnis Building 
Supplies for a long, long time. It's been MacGinnis Lighting. That was a good 
building supply ... like Beaver Lumber. That was the original. There was more ... 
the only one in the 60s that I remember. That was the only one around that I 
remember. But most of the people ... that was again, people from Prince George 
would buy the stuff there. We would buy the lumber from the sawmill when we 
needed it, and that's all they had. They didn't have plywood in those days. All the 
lumber that we would have used, we had it at the mill. They would make it. 
They'd make 1 x 6, finished tongue and groove, decking and all kinds of stuff. 
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Dan: Well, we've covered houses pretty well. I guess last question about the 
houses then was, was there an adequate supply of housing? When a new 
family moved in, was there something available or ... 

Not always. I know one family ... the old man there, the Dad, he moved in from 
Aleza Lake or Upper Fraser. It was farther up the line, at the mill then Giscome. 
We didn't have ... they were waiting for a house in Giscome. So they rented a 
small place ... we had a small house on our property, next to the big house, and we 
rented it to them and they stayed there for 8 months, 9 months, and then moved to 
a house in town, in Giscome. I mean people used to come and go so I didn't really 
know if there was always adequate housing or anything like that but I would 
assume that there was waits. People would either stay in town or they would send 
the family into town somewhere, the family would live somewhere and the guy 
that worked in the sawmill would live in the bunkhouse and that sort of thing. 

Dan: So social issues. What were the most pleasant aspects of living in 
Giscome? 

I don't know. I didn't know any better in those days. Everybody was pleasant. I 
mean when I think about it now, looking back, it was such a peaceful, quiet, 
unstressful time because everybody was ... kids didn't have cars. You know 
everybody drove but you didn't pick up the car, take the car and then drive to 
Prince George to go out and get drunk like the kids are doing like nowadays. It 
was a more peaceful time. It was an easier time for kids because other than Joe 
Blow is going to beat up Charlie because he said something, it was nothing like 
getting knived of anything like that. Maybe push him. It wasn't even like a real 
fist fight. Like I don't remember anybody actually having fights then because 
everybody knew each other and if you didn't like the guy, well you didn't talk to 
him. So as far as a small town like that, the peer pressure .... I mean, kids 
nowadays, they got pressured to smoke cigarettes, drugs, drink. We didn't have 
that. We didn't have that pressure. Like if I wanted to drink, I could drink at 
home. If my Dad, ... that's the way he was brought up, Italian. If he wanted to 
drink wine or have a beer with us, it was not a big deal. I don't like to drink so I 
was lucky. But I don't how to say that it was a great time becasue for me it was ... 
I worked a lot. We had a farm and it was you know, you go to school, you come 
home and go out and feed the animals or clean out the chicken coop or clean out 
the barn, y'know muck out the barn, or split wood. That was part of everyday life. 
It wasn't like "oh my chores!". You didn't think of it like that. You'd come home, 
there's things you have to do. When my sister went home, she would go help 
Mom cook. When I came home, I'd go and split the wood and fill up the wood 
box for the night, make sure the kindling is, so Dad could light the fire in the 
morning. Go feed the cows. You know in the winter time, the animals had to be 
fed. Mom always used to say I looked after the chickens so it wasn't too bad. I'd 
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always, when I came home from school, I'd go in in the winter time and take the 
bales out and feed the cows and make sure they were all there and the whole ball 
of wax, and that kind of stuff. In the mornings, Dad would do that in the morning 
but it was part of everyday life. But when you think back, it was a great time 
because there again, you'd rush home after school, you'd go in and there was ... in 
the early years, you would go home and listen to the radio because we didn't have 
TV. We didn't have electricity. We had battery operated radio and Bob Harkins 
was on the radio in those days and he would have Kiddies Corner and he would 
narrate Black Beauty and Sleepy Hollow. It was one of the things ... the headless 
horseman and all that, it's one of the things that used to freak you out. You'd 
listen to the radio and it was ... oh gee, I can't remember what it was called. Like 
the Shadow ... the Shadow Knows and all this and they would have radio 
programs and you'd sit there in the dark, listening to the radio. And then TV ... you 
get TV, holy man, Ed Sullivan is on on Sunday nights. Bonanza was on after Ed 
Sullivan and it was a big deal. Everybody got around because that was all that we 
could watch. You know Red Skelton was on Tuesday, and that sort of thing. It 
wasn't like you'd get bored because .... Nowadays kids get bored. I don't know 
why. There's thousands of things for them to do. Then you were always worried 
how hard done by you were because you were always working and doing 
something. But when you look back, it was just the greatest, I think, time period 
as far as history, in the 50s, the late 50s and the early 60s. Later on you start 
getting into the drug culture and all that kind of stuff but at that time, I think, 
throughout Canada, I would have to say it was the best time for anybody. '70s 
were people started to ... I don't think people in Canada, even myself, we're 
getting ... like 67 I remember was the first time I really sort of got a culture shock 
about the real world when you see it on TV and the radio, about the Vietnam War 
and my neighbour down the road is ... 

[end of side one] 

... 50 years old because they did a tour of ... they drafted him and he did a tour in 
Vietnam when he was like 25 and he looked like he was 100 years old. He was 
just ... we couldn't believe it. I don't even think he was that old because he went 
in when he was 18 and I think he ended up staying there for quite awhile, and so 
the sort of delayed 60s when we start growing up. Things weren't pleasant 
anymore because we started realizing what's going on in the world. And now, 
looking back, those years were just great. 

Dan: So that leads me to my next question. What were the negative aspects of 
living in Giscome? 

I don't know. I couldn't think of none. 
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Dan: Did you notice any separation between rich and poor residents or 
between people of different races or ethnicities? 

No. There was ... I mean no matter where you go there's ... no matter what period 
in time in history there's always prejudice, or discrimination. I mean when I was 
young, when I first came over, it was spaghetti bender and meatball, being Italian 
and so on. It was easier for me. My older brother was 12 when he came and he 
didn't speak a word of English when he went to the school, when he started 
school. When I started school the following year, I already spoke English. I 
learned to speak it from the kids that I was hanging around with I guess. But he 
was ... it was hard for him, very hard for him, bad-tempered as he was. But I never 
noticed it but I know that ... I never noticed it but there always was that. I mean 
we came here in '55. Later on, '56-'57, there was a revolution or something like 
that in Hungary. The Hungarians came over and they were dp ... they were 
called dp. 

Dan: What's "dp"? 

DP is just a derogatory remark, it's displaced person, but a dp was a foreigner. 

Dan: So it was used as a put down? 

Oh yeah. A dp was a foreigner. A "dumb person" and they couldn't speak the 
language. They called everybody that couldn't speak the language a dp. "Oh, he's 
a dp". It was derogatory and that sort of stuck with the Hungarians. Later on there 
was a lot of Portuguese coming into the town. I would imagine that there was 
some. One of my best friends was a Portuguese boy who lived down the road. We 
played in a band together and so on and when he first came there he could hardly 
speak English either. He couldn't speak anything. There was a couple of kids that 
I know that were like that. They would pick on people but it wasn't to the point 
where it was beating them up all day, everyday, and that kind of stuff. Like I say, 
it was a different time. I mean, there obviously was discrimination but not like it 
was today. And then the people were not a visible minority. They weren't ... we 
all looked the same. So soon as like in the early 70s, late 60s, when East Indians 
started coming over, then you seen a lot of... well I was older then too. But even 
then, I remember the first East Indian guy that came to work in the sawmill, and 
that was in the '70s, '71, when I was there. And he spoke English. I mean he had 
an accent and everything but I never noticed any kind of discrimination 
whatsoever. I never noticed. He was everybody's friend. Everybody liked him. 
Nobody .... you're not gonna say y'know ... we'd all go and talk with him and he'd 
come and he would mingle with us. Whether he felt it ... I would assume that there 
were some that always made smart remarks about him but ..... I don't know. I just 
can't remember any real discimination, not like we get it today. Mind you, but 
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more and more visible minorities, or any minority that's coming over in the later 
stages, in the 70s and the 80s, would tend to stick together more. And that's what 
I think the rest of the people ... "they've got to mix with us, they've got to dress 
like us" and this kind of stuff. I mean you walked down town, you see some East 
Indian, the Sikhs, and they're dressed in their traditional clothes. Some of the 
people they look at them "oh, that guy's wearing a dress". I'm from Europe so 
I've had a little bit of that discrimination myself so I mean, to me it doesn't bother 
me. My youngest brother, his best buddy when he was growing up, it was 
Dwayne Washington, and they were the first black family in town here. It was no 
big deal. Dwayne and Cal, his older brother, would come over to the house, you 
know, and visit. And to me it's just ... he's just a kid. He's like everybody else. 
And I don't know, I don't believe that Cal, when he came here, Sr., I don't know 
if there was but I don't know. I think the people, Canadians, are a lot more 
tolerant than a lot of the other people. I mean for this area. I mean never see him 
walking down the street, you know, they start calling him names. To me, he's just 
a person like me. And I think that the attitudes of the Prince George people ... 
sure, there's a lot of rednecks around here, but I don't think it was a big deal for 
them. Or else, it never was for me, and most of the people that I know. It was just 
he was one of the guys. 

Dan: Did your town ever have community get-togethers or company picnics? 

Well, earlier on they used to have community dances, yeah earlier on. The 
company would put on a ... at Christmas time for the kids, they would sort of have 
a get-together at the school and give the kids presents at Christmas time. But as 
far as community type things like that, we used to have a community ball team, 
hockey team for the kids and some of the older guys in the winter. We always had 
a ball team. So there was a lot of community things. But the school was still the 
central ... for the kids anyway. We had a concert and a Christmas concert and 
everybody does a play, and square dancing and whatever. The school was the 
main focus of the community deal. All the parents would come to the school. But 
there was ... I guess there would be enough ... well for me it was always enough 
because you could never get there. You were always doing something at home. 
But I don't know if it was enough for the town kids, the kids who lived in the 
actual ... in Giscome itself. I mean you always go down with your buddies to play 
ball or something, play catch, walk along the creek throwing rocks at frogs or 
whatever. There was always something to do but it wasn't like ... nowadays you 
go down to the arcade and waste time and money and all that stuff. They didn't 
really have a community hall, that was designated as a community hall. The movie 
theatre for ... but I don't remember. I think earlier on, in the early 50s and the late 
40s, and the 40s, they did have dances like every ... once a month. They did have 
dances up there. But when I was there growing up, mind you I was still a kid then, 
but other than the ball team, we didn't really have a ball team, it was softball. 
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Kids would get together and play. The seniors, the adults, had a Giscome league 
ball team and they would play in a league, in the Prince George league. The 
people from town would go out there and play. So it was in the summer time. It 
was quite good. I don't think we had an organized hockey thing. We had a skating 
rink there and everything else and we used to flood it every year. And they'd have 
two, the community one. But that sort fell by the wayside. They were building one 
at the school but it wasn't for playing hockey, it was just for skating. Just thin 
boards around the sides. You couldn't play hockey sort of deal. Winter time was a 
little rough. Ski-doos weren't invented yet. Nobody never cross-country skied. I 
never seen anybody cross-country skiing. So the central focus, I would say, was 
still the school. 

Dan: Did women ever work outside the home? 

Well there was teachers there I guess. Predominantly teachers, school teachers, in 
those days were mostly women. The principal was always a man, that I knew of. 
Other than the principal, I don't think we ever got a ... yeah I guess we had a 
couple of male teachers. And other than the store, I don't ... there was never any 
women working in the sawmill. Not when I was there. 

Dan: So there would have been a lot of single men in the community? 

Yeah there was but they never hung around the town. I mean they'd go to work 
and then the weekends they were in town in Prince George. They would all come 
... most of them. The bunkhouse was empty. Most weekends they'd come into 
town. I mean some of the guys were married and lived away from their families 
but they weren't ... the single people praying on the ... they hung sort of deal, there 
was nothing like that. 

Dan: Can you remember, was there ever any single parent families? 

Nope. I can't say that I remember one. 

Dan: Was there any women's support groups, or any groups for women 
period, like homemakers or something like that? 

Not that I know of. There was enough in the community too ... there was a half or 
dozen, 8 or 9 Italian families, there were 8 or 9 Portuguese families, they spoke 
their language, they stuck together. The Italians spoke their language, they stuck 
together. You would meet each other at work, "hi, how are you?". You know he's 
a good guy whatever, but pretty seldom .... Just like anywhere else. You didn't 
really mix. The adults, like you have one or two close friends and you mix with 
them. The kids, well the same thing. You seen everybody at school, you maybe 
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played ball with them or something like that but as far as hanging out or 
socializing exclusively with, you'd always pick 2 or 3 close friends and that was 
it. 

Dan: So you wouldn't see a place where women would get together or a place 
where men would get together? 

No. 

Dan: Where would men and women get together, for that matter? 

Somewhere else, mostly. As far as the adults, I don't know, I don't remember 
there being any single women that were over the age of 15 or 16 at that time. 
Everybody was married. So maybe somebody's sister came down. The only 
relationship that I knew was one of our teachers there, when she first came there, I 
can't remember what year it was, it would have been '61 or something like that. 
Miss Wells, she was beautiful. She was just a kid I guess, 21, 22. She was old to 
us. And she married one of the guys, Morris Mingey, nice fellow that lived in the 
bunkhouse. Matter of fact, she just retired. I just seen her in the mall occasionally 
when I worked there but she didn't remember me and I went over to her and said 
"hello there, Miss Mingey, remember me?" "No." "You used to teach me the first 
year you were in school in Giscome". She goes, "oh, my God. Don't tell me. 
Don't remind me, I'm so old", she says. As far as ... that was about the only 
relationship of older, what I would consider older, when I was a kid, that ever 
happened. I mean the younger kids, there's only like 2 or 3 that actually married 
each other from there. Let me see if I can remember, maybe 1. No, there's a 
couple. Barb and Errol. His Dad was in the paper here yesterday or the day 
before where he, Art Nygard, he left his family back in the 30s in Norway and he 
hadn't seen his brother. He was 19 when he came over here. His brother was 14. 
And they just got reunited and he was like 93, Art. He was in the paper and the 
families got them together. But Errol, he married a young, Barb [inaudible??] 
from Giscome. Darryi another fellow and Maureen, they got married. They're 
from the same ... from Giscome there. I can't think ... . Well there's a couple of 
others like [inaudible??] who was my best man and I was his best man, he met a 
girl. They ended up working ... she started there when Northwood built a 
cookhouse attached to the bunkhouse, so the guys didn't go to the Cafe anymore, 
Garland's Cafe. They had their own cookhouse per se and she worked there and 
she started working there and she was from out of town. She was from somewhere 
else. It seemed like you grew up with these people and you just never married 
them. I don't know, you were real friends all your life sort of deal but it wasn't 
romantic. So most of the people married people from out of the town. As you got 
older, of course, you travelled more. You went to town more. You met other 
people. 
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Dan: So were there any day cares or babysitting services, it seems like a silly 
question but you never know? 

No, in those days, in that town ... the people that ... the ladies that worked didn't 
seem to have children. They were either older or retired or the children were 
grown up per se. There was a couple of ladies that worked at the store and their 
children were older, were already gone. And they worked in the post office and so 
on and so forth . And there was only a couple. It was natural to me to have a 
woman working in the store. When I come to town and see there's a guy behind 
the counter, it seems a little strange to me. When I grew up it was always women 
behind the counter in the store. So to me it didn't seem like it was a man's job, 
y'know, the perception of what you see. But the school teachers, yeah, I mean the 
school teachers, I guess they had kids. There's a couple of them that lived in 
Willow River. Well one that lived in Willow River. She had little kids that were 
younger than me. She used to teach me and her mother would babysit, sort of 
thing, until they were old enough to go to school themselves. So there was nothing 
formal. 

Dan: So you mentioned Italian and Portuguese, where did most people in the 
community come from? 

Most of them were Canadian. They were born here. A lot of people came from 
Saskatchewan, the Canadian born people, I would say. Most of them that I knew, 
they came from Saskatchewan in the early 50s. Saskatchewan was economically 
really depressed, BC was booming. You couldn't get enough people to work in 
the mills and all this kind of stuff and a lot of people came from there. As far as a 
lot of the ethnic people in the early 50s, the railroad brought a lot of them over 
from Europe, Italians, Portuguese. I know that .... My Dad he didn't come with the 
CN, he came on his own and he ended up working for a short period of time, a 
few years. And then when we came over he quit the CN because they would send 
them all over. The extra gangs, they would send them all over the province pretty 
much, so he settled down and got a job in the sawmill. Went there everyday, come 
home every night sort of deal. But there were a lot of Portuguese, some were from 
Portugal, the mainland. So were from the Azores Islands. There were some 
Hungarians there. Like I said, in '56 there was a revolution when the communists 
took over and so on, a lot of people came over. There weren't too many. There 
were only 2-3 families there that were Hungarian. I can't really think of any other. 

Dan: Any visible minorities? 

None, not in the early 60s, not one. 

Dan: No Native Americans? 
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Oh yeah, there were natives there, yeah. Not even that many in Giscome either. 
There was the Contoy's. There was a group of 4 or 5 boys and I think they had a 
daughter. They were actually about .... There was another couple of families, 
Nighthawk? I can't remember her name. I know her family lived across from the 
school. There was little Mary, their daughter, a pretty little girl there. But I don't 
really remember any other ones. So as far as ... there weren't too many native 
Americans there, Canadians. 

Dan: What sort of work would they have done? Like would different ethnic 
groups have different jobs? 

No, they all worked in the sawmill. There was 3 Portuguese, 2 brothers and 
another guy, they worked on the CN. And different people over the years worked 
on the CN but they just happened to get on the CN workstation right there. In fact, 
my first real paying job was '66, when I was 16, I would have done the CN. 
There's 3 Portuguese and one Italian, me, on the CN section. We had a 20 mile 
section of track you had to look after. It went as far as Shelley to the west and 
close to Newlands, close to Upper Fraser, about half way between Upper Fraser 
and Giscome to the east. But that was the only two .... There was a couple of the 
women worked in the store and so on but there was nothing else. The sawmill and 
the railway employed 3 people. 

Dan: Would there have been different parts of town where ethnic groups 
lived segregated in a special part of town? 

No, everybody lived wherever, whatever houses they got. 

Dan: Was there different types of houses for different ethnic groups? 

No, all the houses were all the same. There was a couple oriental families, a 
couple of Japanese, a couple of Chinese. The Chinese, they managed the store. 
Yee was their name. Mr. and Mrs. Yee, Derek was their son. Very, very bright, 
always grade A students, you know, honor roll students, very athletic. Derek was 
very good in sports. Takahashi was Japanese. There was Sesaki. They lived ... 
they had a little farm just down from our place. The guy's yard was just right out 
of a picture book. Like he was a typical Japanese gardener and he had a pond there 
where he had goldfish in the summer and he would take them in and put them in 
his tanks in the winter. And his trees were all trimmed along the front, the poplar, 
a line of poplar trees, he would trim the tops off so they would bush out. And he 
had all different types of flowers. And then in the late 60s, these guys from Prince 
George would come out and give him an award and take his picture and put him 
in the paper for the best yard. It was just a beautiful place. Strawberries, he'd grow 
strawberries there, like the cups ... they're just great big things. We had 
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strawberries. My Dad bought a couple of plants from him and so on. Very nice 
guy. Yeah, I can't think of any other. I almost forgot the Takahashi's there. I 
wonder if there were another couple of families ... well then there was the 
Sheimas. The old man there, I think he bought the restaurant from Garland's, 
Mrs. Garland there later on, Yecko. She was my age. I guess she was going to 
school there. That was about 10 people. To us, she's Japanese or something. It 
wasn't a big deal. They were just one of the kids. 

Dan: So you wouldn't describe any racial tension or anything? 

Well if there ever was one, I don't ever remember seeing it because she spoke 
with an accent. I was used to people speaking with accents. Most of the Italian 
people, the Portuguese, they all spoke with accents. I mean, the kids they used to 
play on ball teams and one was good and one was no good. It wasn't a big deal. 
We didn't call him a chink or whatever, he was just ... Donny and Teddy there. 
They were brothers. One was a chubby little guy and they were just one of the 
boys. They were great kids. Maybe there was but I don't remember any of the kids 
calling them names any worse than me. 

Dan: Well that's pretty much the end of my questions. Were putting together 
a list of people that we'd like to interview in the future. If you can think of 
any names of people that we might interview. If not, I can leave my number 
and you can get a hold of us or if you can think of any right now. 

Sure. I would ... I don't know if she'd want to talk to you. They're both widows 
now. Leah Gobbi and Dorothy Gobbi were sister in laws. 

Dan: You talked about them before. They lived across the road? 

The Gobbi's, they lived down the road. They're actually cousin. Their husbands 
were cousins and Leo, he was my godfather, he just passed away last year. And 
you don't want to talk to Les. But she was there ... and Dorothy, they were there 
long before I was. So they were there I think in the 40s I guess. Late 40s. I know 
Dorothy was probably there earlier than that. I can't be sure. But they know a lot 
more about the history. I mean in the 60s I was a kid so I don't remember a lot. 
But I would talk to them. In fact, let me call them and see if they'll agree to talk to 
you. 

Dan: What I'll do is leave my prof's phone number with you and you can be 
in touch directly with them. I've got it all right here. 

Okay. I'll give you her number and I will phone them and contact them and see. 
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Dan: Great. Well thanks very much Joe. 

Oh, no problem. 

End of transcript. 
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Interview Summary 
Joe Rositano, April 14, 2000 

Joe moved to Giscome from southern Italy in 1950, when he was five. He speaks 
of the shock of winter, one of the heaviest snowfalls on record fell that year. He has vivid 
memories of childhood and the farmstead he grew up on. He describes the farms 
surrounding Giscome as being separate and apart from the "town". He also talks about 
the infrequent trips to Prince George for supplies and the difficulties of road 
transportation during the time. 

Joe later went to highschool in Prince George and lived in the dormitories. He 
mentioned the dating pool was small in Giscome. He also talks about how different 
ethnicities stuck together. For instance, all the Italian farmers had land in the same area 
and were intimately connected through family and marriage. 

Joe worked in the forest industry but his interview is most valuable for his vivid 
recall of what the community was like and his maps (delivered to Laura). 


