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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. Tony Broslaw 
511 Douglas Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M2M5 

Dear Mr. Broslaw: 

July 31, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of McBride, Ryder, Urling, Bend, and Dome 
Creek with you. Thank-you for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an 
important component of the Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories 
will greatly enhance the research project, as well as contribute to the telling of an 
important local history. It was particularly informative to hear your recollections about 
the housing provided by the C.N., as well as the significance of the railway to the eastline 
communities. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 



Interview #37 Tony Broslaw July 25, 2000 

James: I'm with Mr. Tony Broslaw. My name is James Squissato. We're in 
Prince George. It is the 251

h of July, 2000 and the consent forms have been 
signed. And you were saying that ... 

I was hired on at McBride to start working with CN as a section crew. And that 
was October 17th of year '55. 

James: Wow! Good memory. 

And when they hired me, they said it was just a temporary ... for a leave like. So I 
worked as a relief but it happened that I worked all the way until they told me I 
had accumulated enough points, which used to be 87 points and then they 
switched over to 85. So when I had my problem kneecaps working a cement floor 
in the shop, kneecap problems, the CN doctor wanted to see me in Edmonton and 
I was seeing him in Edmonton. And then the doctor, then they sent me to 
employer relations, CN employer relations, and he checked on my files and he 
says, "Tony, you've got already 87 points but you need only to have 85 points, 
just with your years of services and your work, so when you get back to Prince 
George, you take retirement. You've served your time". So I did. I got back to 
Prince George and I worked til February 29, of '89 and that was my last work and 
that was it for me, for working with CN. They had a little lunch hour for me so we 
went, with my wife there, for retirement and there was Joe Bush who took 
retirement the same time as me. So they had for both of us, same time, they took a 
few hours off in the afternoon and ... sorry, that was 1988. 

James: When you retired? 

Yeah. So Joe Bush, he had the same service as me and he took the retirement the 
same time and we had for both of us the retirement. 

James: You spent most of your time in McBride then? 

No, I was in McBride and then I went to ... Ryder 21 miles west of section. 

James: So you lived in Ryder for awhile? 

Yeah, I Jived in Ryder. Just the station accommodation was all they had there. 
Well then they transferred me to Urling, 25 miles west of McBride. I worked 
there and then they asked me to look after steam engines [inaudible??], if I want a 
job in Dome Creek to look after water tank, so to keep the water tank warm for 
the winter so they had the whole heater. And I worked on that job for during the 
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winter. And if the section crew needed assistance, I used to go work with the 
section crew. Sometimes on cold nights, I had to get up 3 times stoking the stove 
up to make sure that the water isn't froze up. It was a good job but sometimes we 
had ... the deal is you got a rope to open the well for when the steam engine 
comes, the train to get water. And the rope was wet and we just heated it down 
there so cars don't catch it when they're pulling out. And the rope used to get wet 
and they heated it in here, get frozen on top of the tank. I have to go ... and it's 70 
feet up, and you have to go up. I had a little aluminum bar to break that ice off the 
rope, drop that rope down, hangs down for the next train to come. Otherwise they 
don't get water. If they haven't got the water, steam engines, well they can't run. 

James: That's important. 

Yeah, that was important. Well they paid me a little more for the job, but I was 
working those days for $1.12 an hour. $1.25, pardon me. $1.25 an hour. 

James: How long did you live in Dome Creek? 

I was down for the winter. Then I went to ... I started ... there was a foreman job, 
so I went to the foreman's job, I got to Goat River. That was 28 miles west of 
Prince George. Relief foreman and so I was relieving section foreman. Then I 
went ... then I was relieving on ... it was Bend when I went down there but Bend 
was only 2 miles west. I was relieving the section foreman there and then there 
was an opening at Swiftwater to get a permanent job so I got a permanent job in ... 
that was in '57. That permanent job was ... when I got to Swiftwater I didn't like it 
too much because it's a rock cut down there and there's a passing track, and these 
rats. Swiftwater was terrible for pack rats. Got the roadmaster down there and he 
didn't ... I told him about it but he didn't tell me that he got some rat poison there 
and he put some poisoning underneath the station right there, they had a station in 
those days. And there was some [inaudible??] the rats were pounding the floor 
you know, those rats, then all of a sudden I [inaudible??] the smell. They were 
dead, the rats already. Kitimat was opened and I bid to Kitimat and I was in 
Kitimat for 9 months and I worked down there. But Kitimat, there was a lot of 
snow there and a lot of rain. But steam train ... the passenger used to go in the 
morning and the evenings to meet with this train from Rupert, or the train from 
Jasper. There was no highways those days to Kitimat. So they went down to 
Kitimat and I was working and I had 6 section crew working with me and we 
stayed in the bunkhouse. The snowfall there that winter was 21 feet of snowfall. 
We had CN ... D8 cats and plowing snow for the trains to get into the ... bring the 
trains in, and then go to Alcan to transfer here. Then I had to go down there to that 
Alcan transfer yard and look at cleaning snow so the crew can get into ... line the 
switches to go from one track to the other one. And they got a "Y" [speaking of 
train track formation] to turn the steam engines. They have to be wide around so 
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they had always 3 switches additional to turn the locomotive there. I had to look 
after those switches. I put in actually more overtime than regular time there but 10 
months was enough for me. So I moved down back to ... that's the time I moved 
into Dome Creek and back as a foreman there. 

James: So what year did you move back into Dome Creek? 

In '58 I moved back into Dome Creek. 

James: And how long did you live there for? 

I was there til '61. 

James: When you moved there, were you working for the CN then? 

Yeah, I worked for the CN there in Kitimat there. 

James: And when you moved to Dome Creek, you were with CN again? 

Yeah. 

James: Do you remember the population in Dome Creek then? 

Roughly about 150. They had a small ... two sawmills. One was 4 miles out of 
Dome Creek, Nantz Lumber and they had the Red Rock sawmill right along the 
track, right in Dome Creek. 

James: So Nantz and Red Rock? 

Yeah. That was the Red Rock sawmill was right in Dome Creek. 

James: Do you remember, was it families, older population or a younger 
population that lived there? 

That was older population was there but the CN gave me a little shelter to stay 
there because I was looking after the water tank and mailman, well he had to ... a 
train comes around 2:00 or 3:00 at night, one train or the other train, one from 
Rupert, one from Jasper. And a mailman had to bring the mail so he used to come 
and stay with me, [inaudible??] for the train. So what [inaudible??] was to play 
crib game. We played crib. Passed the time til the train come and then the train 
was gone. Well then I went back to sleep. And that Jimmy Miller, the postmaster, 
well he got his mail in, he went to sleep too. 
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James: Now when you lived there, was there a hotel or a pub or ... 

No, there was a bunkhouse, like accommodation for the crew down there, 
bunkhouse and you could go there and eat and buy a sandwich, anything. It's like 
a boarding house. 

James: Was this for the CN crew or for ... 

No, that's for the sawmill. 

James: Do you know what the housing was like? Was it a good place to live? 

Well that was a good place. It was a quiet place there to live. 

James: Good for the climate though? Like okay for cold temperatures? 

Well it wasn't bad but you go and get to Penny, west, that was 12 miles out. Well 
that's a snowbelt country, Penny and Longworth. That's snowbelt country. 
There's a lot of snow there and at Longworth, there's a hill to climb. So trains ... 
or Penny, there's a hill to climb too. So some trains, they really had to go ... they 
had to go and take a run up the hill or they had problems. Like I was in Swiftwater 
and then there was Tete Jaune, that was in '57 there and Tete Jaune, the trains 
have to take a run from Tete Jaune up to meet the hill at Swiftwater. There's a 4 
degree grade and then they had rear guard the passing track but they didn't make ... 
well if one train is coming, they used to have a ... load the tonnage, train go ahead 
and then there's another crew behind with a smaller train and they have to 
disconnect their train in Tete Jaune and give a push up the hill, the other train, 
that heavy tonnage. So they can get ... when they got down there to Rip Pass, well 
they're okay but from Tete Jaune going up to Rip Pass, that was 19 miles and 
that was a grade to climb. I was going with a speeder, an old speeder down there, 
chugged along about 5 miles an hour but climbing the hill, we pretty nearly had to 
push it just to get it up the hill. 

James: When you lived in Dome Creek, do you remember ... what were the 
health services like? Was there ever a doctor or a nurse there at all? 

No, no. There was a train operator would just be dispatching trains. They had an 
old board ... like in the park museum, they have the board down there, red or 
green board, and they got a train just for meeting ... well they have to give the 
orders and the flag for the engineer and then the operator ... they had a stick and 
put the message on the string and they'd just go by there on the flag and catch it so 
the orders where they're going to meet ... they're meeting point. So after awhile 
they cancelled that. But those were the jobs. They had a caboose to ... like the 
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conductors on the flag too but if sometimes they missed it, well they'd have to 
stop and back up to pick up their orders because they didn't have no engineer 
talking to conductors. No communication in those days. It was just what the 
operator give the message for the engineer on the [inaudible??] or for the caboose 
conductor. So that's how they used to work those days. 

James: When you lived in Dome. Creek, you said ti1 1961, right? 

Til '61 and then from then, '61, I bid to Otway, just 5 miles west of here. Then I 
worked at Otway and stayed at Otway and there was a water station there but there 
was no water at all there so we had to haul our water by ... get drums of water, we 
had to haul it 5 miles from the spring water that was running there west of Otway. 

James: When you lived in Dome Creek, was there a general store there? 

Yeah, there was ... Chris Gleason owned a store then and then he sold out to Jack 
Humphreys. He owned the store and then he sold the store to Jack Humphreys. 

James: Do you remember what the types of things the store had in it? 

Well there was groceries there, bread. They had food down there to get by with 
but the majority ... there used to be a weigh freight, they used to call a local, go on 
3 trips a week, going from Prince George to McBride. And then the next day they 
come back. Stayed over night in McBride. And a lot of people used to take it to 
get to McBride to get groceries or go to Prince George to get groceries. 

James: So some people would go actually right into Prince George and get 
groceries and things like that? 

Yeah. 

James: Was there any schools in Dome Creek? 

Yeah there was a school. It's still there but I hear it's closing up next year. There's 
only 6 kids going to school now. 

James: And that's it. 

And that's it so they say it won't be worth it to have it open. 

James: Do you remember how many grades ... what grades? 

I think they go as far as grade 6, which is all beginners level. Up to grade 6. 
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James: And if kids had to go .. 

Well they had to go to McBride to school. 

James: To highschool? 

Yeah, they had a gym there at McBride for the kids to stay in. 

James: So when you lived in Dome Creek, what did you do for 
entertainment? 

Not very much. I got to know the operator, the train operator, Bill Crawford. We 
used to go play cards to see him. Another one was down the road aways, Mike 
Murren. We used to go play cards at his place. Well most of it was we played 
crib games. So that was the pastime. 

James: When you lived in Dome Creek, where did most people work? 

Well there's the CN and the sawmill, that was all. 

James: So there wasn't really anything else there? 

No. 

James: You said there was 2 mills there at the time? 

Yeah, and there was a couple of farmers there but they didn't have much cleared 
land but they lived on the farm. 

James: Was there bunkhouses and things like that for people who lived ... 

The section crews yes. They did have bunkhouses for them. 

James: Now what were these houses like as far as ... comfortable? 

Well they were comfortable but they weren't very warm. Well the coal heaters 
they had ... coal heaters was a little problem. You've got to stoke it up. After they 
switched over to oil heaters and they were more convenient. 

James: The company paid for your home, the bunkhouse, or did you have to 
rent it? 

No, it was included with accommodation ... with the company. The company 
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provided accommodation for people to stay there. 

James: What were some of the pleasant aspects of living in Dome Creek? 
What did you enjoy the most? 

Well not very much. Go in the creek there, catch a few fish there, right in Dome 
Creek. There was a little bridge there and you could go fish out of the creek, 
because Dome Creek ... 

James: Were there negative aspects of living in Dome Creek? 

No, no. It wasn't ... I got used to it. You get to know the people with whom you 
worked down there. 

James: Did you notice if there was much separation between rich and poor 
people that lived there? 

No. They were pretty near ... most of the people with riches ... only the people that 
were running the mills were those that were the ones, but their accommodation 
was in McBride. But they come sometimes and they'd have an office ... people 
working in the office look after book work. But their homes were located in 
McBride. 

James: Do you remember anything like community get-together s and things 
like that, dances or ... 

Well they had a hall there. They used to go to the hall but I wasn't in the mood to 
go to the hall. 

James: Did you see women who worked outside the home at all? 

Not, there wasn't. 

James: When you lived there, where did most of the people from the 
community come from? 

Well they probably worked in the sawmill. Most of them came from ... Nantz 
Lumber came from Alberta. At Red Rock, it's all from locally. People worked at 
the Red Rock, that lived down there they worked in the mill there, and some used 
to come from McBride and work there, at the Red Rock sawmill. 

James: Was there any visible minorities there? Was there any First Nations 
people or Asian people who lived in Dome Creek at the time? 
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Well I had this ... working down there with me there was one section man who 
came from Manitoba, from where I came from, and he worked with me. And they 
had a few Portuguese people, a few Italian people, they worked with me. 

James: How were they accepted in places like Dome Creek? 

They were okay. They knew how to cook. They done their own cooking. 

James: Was there any tension between say the different groups? 

No. Only times ... once I had with the crews, they come to Canada and they know 
their language, I know my language so I was a bit learning in their language and 
they were learning in English. 

James: After Otway, where did you go to after working in Otway? 

Then I went to a car shop, the CN carshop, here where they build a new shop and 
I worked in this car shop, fixing cars. Then I went to ... spent 14 years fixing cars 
on the line too. I went as far as Redbed Junction and I went as far as Terrace the 
other way. Overheated [inaudible??]. Kept me busy sometimes especially when 
the cold trains started moving and some cars were over tonnage and the bearings 
won't go for that. They're heating up so I had to go on the line and change wheels. 
Jacking cars on the line is another problem. You don't know the ground surface, 
so you're jacking the car, you don't know if you're going to hit solid ground 
surface or not. And there's some cars that we had to jack 4 times before we got a 
solid bottom. You jack it and then I put additional pads until I can pull the truck 
from underneath the car. 

James: Do you remember when you lived out on the east line, like a place like 
Dome Creek and Ryder, and places like that, what's the thing you remember 
most about living up there? 

Well it was okay for me but there's only ... Erling there was nobody there except 
section crew and then Loos, they had Crescent Spur. They were only a couple of 
miles apart. They go to Crescent Spur. They had the store and post office in 
Crescent Spur. So they went down there and they enjoyed it from Loos to 
Crescent Spur and then they had a road to get out. But Dome Creek it was 
different. The only road was the 4 miles to get to Nantz Lumber. And then when 
the highway come through, the highway went through Y2 mile away from the 
sawmill site but the sawmill was closed down already by the time highway got put 
through. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add about your time being spent 
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out on the east line, like living in Dome Creek and Ryder or working for CN? 

Well I used to work like on my own, do some work ... you piddle around with a 
car, some people helped fix the car. Because I was working approximately ... 
when I was on the farm, I was working in the garage part time repairing tractors so 
machinery had to go out of town, fixing machines [inaudible due to background 
noise] .... I used to go out from the farm. 

James: This was when you were back in ... 

Back in Manitoba. Back in '54. It kept me busy, and now fixing cars ... well I was 
fixing it then, I gave up. I said they started changing tools to different measure and 
I said they can have it. 

James: Thanks very much for your time. 

I hope you appreciated it. 

James: Well I appreciated it. Thanks very much. 

[end of transcript] 
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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: \ c...~ ~ R \ C¢::':d-) 

Place of interview: __ ?_,.__,_"t-_~-~--=- =· ..c=-__ G-__ ~_..;;;<::::>;_S:::S.;......;:._.e__-=----------

Mailing Address of Participant S{( 

Date:_C::,_ ~_. _ ___,_::'>"'-, ___ s/c.......,.__'D _ _______ _ 
7 l · 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is S::l '>'t_c..)..( 'b~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. Tony Broslaw 
511 Douglas Street 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M2M5 

Dear Mr. Broslaw: 

October 4, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with James for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



Tony Broslaw: Summary 
Interviewed on 07 /25/00 

By J runes Squissato 

Mr. Broslaw moved to McBride on Oct. 17, 1955. He moved to McBride because 
he was hired by the CNR. From McBride, Mr. Broslaw spent considerable time on other 
section crews in other towns, including Ryder (which is 21 miles west along the rail line 
from McBride) Urling, Bend, and Dome Creek (he spent the years between 1958-1961 in 
Dome Creek). At the time of Mr. Broslaw's residence in Dome Creek, he estimated the 
population to be roughly 150 people. 

It would appear from the interview that Mr. Broslaw did not spend much time 
mixing with the residents of places such as Dome Creek. Thus, he did not have much 
information to offer in areas such as social issues. However, Mr. Broslaw had a great deal 
to offer about life as a railway employee for the CNR. The interview with Mr. Broslaw 
went fine. However, as mentioned there is little information in regards to the 
communities of the east line. 


