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Interview #66 John and Elizabeth Haan June 26, 2000 

James: I'm with Mr. and Mrs. John Haan. My name is James Squissato. 
We're just 3 miles west of McBride. Today is the 261

h of June, 2000 and the 
consent forms have been signed. What is the thing you remember most about 
living in the Dunster area? 

J: Isolation in the winter time, the roads were not ... there was no road plows on 
the road at all then. So travel from Dunster into McBride, even though it was 20 
miles -21 miles, from October into April the only way to get in was on the train. 

E: You should tell the tape when you came in. 

James: How long was ... 

J: October 31, 1944 was when we landed ... on Halloween night we landed in 
Dunster. 

James: And from ... 

J: Lloydminster, Saskatchewan. 

James: And what brought the family here? 

J: My mother was a teacher. She taught at Dunster school. Actually at the Lee 
School, in '43. And then the doctor told Dad, because he'd had a heart attack, that 
he had to get different kind of work, that the farm work was too heavy for him. 

James: This was in Lloydminster. 

J: Yeah, south of Lloydminster. So this little country store in Dunster came up for 
sale. The people that were there wanted to retire and Mom and Dad bought that 
and moved out here in '44. 

James: A little chance taken there. 

J: Yeah. There was no ... we'd never been to the mountains before. 

James: What did you make of the mountains? 

J: It was totally different because south of Lloydminster there, it's not really flat 
country but it's fairly flat. 
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James: Yeah, I've been through there before. 

J: And to come into a valley where ... like at Dunster there, the valley floor is only 
3 miles wide and then all the snow and the cold weather. 

James: Yeah, that's right. You're just getting there when the winter is 
starting. 

J: Yeah, and in those days the snow came earlier. I remember when my Dad 
started sawmilling in '47 with Don McNaughton and my oldest brother. The 
three of them fanned a partnership and they would be hauling logs with a team 
and sleigh by the first part of November already. And one of the buildings at the 
store at Dunster, because there was no power in the valley then like there is now, 
so this one building was built as an ice house with thick sawdust walls on it, and 
the roof and everything were also about 5 feet thick packed with sawdust, double 
doors on it to keep the heat out in the summer. Dad used to put up ice with a ... 
used the sleigh team because the sleigh team was his team. That's the team that 
hauled the logs with a sleigh from the bush into the mill. Between Christmas and 
New Year's, the mill would shut down because it was local workers that were 
there. People from Croyden and Don and his brother and Dad and my brother 
Bob, and everybody would come home for the week between Christmas and New 
Year's. Dad would use the team to haul .... fill the ice house up, and he'd get ice 
out of the river between 24 to 30 inches thick between December ... Christmas 
and New Year's. Now, like things like the river is hardly froze over by Christmas 
time here. A lot of the times it's still open. 

James: Throughout the whole season? 

J: Well no, it will freeze over but I don't think there'd be two feet of ice on it at 
any time now. 

James: So you've noticed a steady change in climate? 

J: Yeah. And the snow, we don't get any heavy snow like we used to. 

James: What about wildlife, things like that? 

J: Well a lot more wildlife. 

James: Black ... 

J: Yeah. Bears and moose and deer all over the valley all the time. 
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James: No kidding? And you just don ·t see as much nowadays? 

J: No. And the little store, they had the post office with it, and the mail would 
come from the east on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. That's when Dad 
would meet the train, at 7:30 at night. So that was mail night so the whole 
community would come over to the store. 

James: How many people were in the community then'? 

J: There might have been 50 families that would get their mail there. 

James: So probably maybe 200 people? 

J: Yeah. And then on Saturday morning, Wednesday morning and Friday 
morning, the mail went east and of course that didn't go through until... I think 
Dad met the train about 2:30 in the morning so people would drift over the next 
day sort of thing, just intermittent, to get the mail through the ... all day long. In 
the winter time, everybody was ... there was no snow plowing done on the roads 
so it was either walking or a team and sleigh. You never thought anything of 
walking 5 or 6 miles. I can remember I was only 4 when we moved out here and 
we would walk 5 miles just to have supper with a friend of ours in an evening and 
then walk back home. 

James: Everybody must have been in a lot better shape then? 

J: Oh yeah. And there was more of a community spirit than there is now. 

James: You just don't see it as much? 

J: No, no. 

James: In what way do you think? 

J: Well get-togethers and stuff like that. Everybody would join in and they'd have 
a picnic in the summer time or in the winter time. They'd have dances in the little 
community hall, and everybody would join in and do something. 

James: Do you think a lot of that changed when the TV came in at all? 

J: Yeah. Mind you we didn't get TV here until in the '60s. But once the road 
opened up and they started keeping the road plowed ... 

James: Between Dunster and ... 
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J: Between McBride and Dunster, then people would come into town on a 
Saturday night and do their weekly shopping if they couldn't get it at the store in 
Dunster, go to the show and go back home. So the dances and that at Dunster 
weren't the same as it was before. 

James: When did the road open up? 

J: 1950, I think, or in about that time would be the first time they plowed the road 
all the way through. At Dunster there was a school on the north side of the river 
that was called Lee School and then on the south side of the river was the 
Dunster school. Now there wasn't enough kids to keep both schools ... a teacher 
in both schools, so the School Board, which at that time was our own School 
District... we were School District 58. 

James: In Dunster itself? 

J: Itl/cBride. So they thought, there's enough kids there to warrant one school and 
the Dunster School was the bigger school, so they amalgamated the two schools 
and because my Dad had the newest car in Dunster at the time, they gave him a 
contract to bus the kids to the school. He'd make two trips in the morning and two 
trips at night to bring the kids to school and back. 

James: Into McBride? 

J: No, to Dunster from the north side of the river to the south side of the river. 

James: How far was the drive? 

J: It would have been about 8 miles from the store to the east end of the bus run 
and he'd make that ... it would be one load with the car. And then he'd go back 
over and come west to alm0st Baker Creek, down to Liven?? Creek, and then 
back to Dunster, that would be the second. 

James: So a bit of a distance then? 

J: Yeah. And Dad said what are you going to do in the winter time? The snow will 
be so deep, I can't get through with a .... So they hired Cyrill Jeck and his dad 
with a little D4 cab and they camped in the little bunkhouse just up a little ways 
from the Dunster ... the Fraser bridge at Dunster, and it was their job to plow the 
school bus run. I was talking to Cyrill about that just a little while ago and he said, 
"yeah one time they had us plow all the way over to Valemount and back". 

James: and this is Cyrill? ... 
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J: Cyrill Jeck. 

James: I better write that name down. And is he still in the area? 

J: Yeah, he's still here. 

E: He Ii ves up by the Leones. 

J: Just around the comer from Leone. 

James: Not on Jeck Road is it? 

J: Yeah. 

James: Is Haan Road named after your family? 

J: That's my brother. 

James: Yeah, I wondered. I saw it there this morning when I was out that 
way. 

J: Unfortunately he was killed in '79 when a tractor rolled over on him. 

James: Sorry to hear that. 

J: That's sad. My dad started sawmilling in '47 and we sawmilled out there in 
Dunster until '63. 

James: From 1947 to ... 

J: To '63. 

James: And what was the name of the ... 

J: Well McNaughton was what it started out as. In the end it was just Haan and 
Son. 

James: Now why would he have ... why didn't he continue? 

J: Don had started a dairy. Don McNaughton had started a dairy and he worked 
for us but he wanted to put more time in on the farm than in the mill. And the mill 
was only running in the winter time. And when Dad changed it to Haan and Son, 
that was when my oldest brother, he put in a planer too so in the summer time we 

Interview #66 John and Elizabeth Haan June 26, 2000 5 



would do a lot of planing of our lumber before it was shipped. 

James: So how long was it Haan and Son til? 

J: From '59 til '63. 

James: Why did your Dad stop? 

J: Our timber supply in that area had pretty well run out. I wanted to go farming. 
Dad always wanted to go back farming again. So we developed a big acreage out 
west of town here. 

James: Out ... 

E: East Twin. 

J: You know where the big high bridge is here where the [inaudible??], West 
Twin Bridge? Okay, we were straight across the river from there. 

James: And what type of farm was it? 

E: Beef. 

James: Did you do this in partner with your Dad? 

J: Yeah. We lived out there for 25 years. We made the road in. We made 11 miles 
of road in there to get to it. 

James: So just until 1988? 

J: '85 . 

. James: And you made 11 miles to get in there? 

J: Yeah. We lived in tents to do the first clearing. The land was unsurveyed 
Crown land when we bought it. 

James: And then in '85, retired? 

J: Well Dad had died of cancer in '78. And it was just more than I could handle so 
I sold off half of it. 

E: Taxes and things. 
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J: I got caught in that high interest rate in the '80s, the late '80s. I actually ended 
up losing it. The bank foreclosed on me is what had happened. 

E: I came into the valley in 1961. I came here nursing. Immigrated out here from 
England and I've been here ever since. 

James: What brought you into this area? 

E: I don't know, as a child, as a teenager, I always had visions of the RC1\1P 
Mounted Police and the wild west and also my sister-in-law, she wasn't ... well 
she is now, but I mean we went to school together and her family came out here 
about 5 years ahead of me, or 6 years. 

J: '48. 

E: They came out from the same village that we were in and so we girls 
corresponded together back and forth so she told me all about her life out here as 
it was going along. When I finished my nurses training, I said I will come out and 
see what Canada is like because I've always been more than interested in it. So I 
immigrated, came over on the boat, and came across Canada on the train. At least 
I had a chance of seeing all the different parts as I came through. And I had 
already applied for a position here. They were short of nurses so I applied and got 
a position so I had something to come to. 

James: That's always good. 

E: And then I met John and that was it so I never went back, other than visiting. 

James: You said your sister-in-law ... 

E: Well John's brother's wife. 

J: My brother Bob that was killed married one of the Seismic girls. 

E: We went to school together and we were in the same village, so it was just sort 
of coincidence or a chain of events that sort of snowballed together. 

James: How did you feel about the place when you first moved? 

E: Well it was different than what I thought because Bets in her letters had 
mentioned how they went logging in the winters and described the logging camp 
that they were living in. And then in the summer they were farming. So I had 
difficulty in visualizing exactly what the valley looked like. I knew there was 
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Rocky Mountains with the lumber camps and all these sawmills and things, and 
then I knew there was the farming and the farmland, and I sort of in my mind's 
eye thought they were apart from each other. But when I got here I realized that 
they were all part and parcel of the same thing. But no, I was made fairly welcome 
here and enjoyed it and the nursing was different and that was a challenge. Well it 
was a small hospital. I had come from a big London hospital. It was a teaching 
hospital where they were teaching medical students as well as nurses, training 
them. We specialized in hearts and chests and all this, you know, the big stuff. 
And then coming.here, it was only a little hospital that was being converted from 
a private house into a hospital. 

James: This was in McBride? 

E: In AtlcBride, and it was two big wards and one child's pediatric ward. They did 
have a little OR. They did do surgery. There were two doctors here at the time. 

James: They did do surgery then? 

E: They did emergency surgery. 

J: A lot of mill accidents then too. 

E: Yeah, there was mill and logging and the road, because the road itself to Prince 
George didn't go through until '63, I think. 

J: 1963. 

E: So there was no way ... I mean if anybody was seriously injured, they were 
either flown out or went out by train, because I know that I had only been here in 
the valley about 3 weeks and I was quite proud to write home to say that I had 
come in on the Atlantic side and come across and I had flown out on the mercy 
flight from McBride up to Vanderhoof, picked up another patient in Vanderhoof, 
and then took the two patients down to Vancouver so I saw the Pacific as well. 
But I'd been from one side to the other. 

James: That's great. It took me years. 

E: It was a challenge and I thoroughly enjoyed it. As I say, I retired in '92 and I 
was working practically all the time except when I had children so I've sort of 
seen this place develop from just a little tiny hospital and then they built the new 
one and we had bigger and better equipment and bigger and better facilities and all 
the rest of it. 
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James: So the facilities have gotten better over the years then? 

E: Well they were until about 10 years ago and then because of the closeness of 
Prince George, it's just a few hours away and there was not enough surgery to 
keep the doctors current. And also the anaesthetist, they didn't have enough work 
really, and the nurses. I mean unless you're doing OR, doing emergency stuff 
every day of every week of every year .... [f you're only doing it once a week or 
you only get a heart attack or you only get something in, your skills get rusty. And 
also nowadays there's so much more modem equipment and all these new 
diagnostic things that one little place. you_couldn 't keep employing everybody that 
much so they just do the basics here now. 

J: We were fortunate in the early time, in McBride here, the one doctor was an 
army doctor so he was used to having people coming in from the war. He'd been 
in the war. He was used to working on some pretty gruesome stuff, so the mill 
accidents and that were nothing new to him. you know, people with their hands 
partly come off or a tree fell on them and crushed their chest and stuff like that. 
He would patch them up here. 

[brief interruption in interview] 

James: So that was in 1949 you said? 

J: Yeah, when my brother had a mill accident because of the doctor that was here, 
he only lost one finger off of his right hand rather than losing pret near all of his 
right hand. 

James: And all because he had some experience? 

J: Yeah, he'd been in the war. He was an army doctor, he'd been through the war 
and he knew that he couldn't get Bobby out to anybody ... like to Prince George, 
so he just went ahead and did the job here, fixed him up in the hospital. Bobby 
was only in the hospital for about 10 days and that was all. That was in '49. And 
then in 1960, over at the mill, Don l\tlcNaughton lost his finger in the mill about 
'57. That was the second one of them in the McNaughton partnership mill. In 
1960, we were edging our ... resawing lumber and planing it, Dad got one hand 
caught in the resaw saw. Unfortunately he lost those three fingers on his left hand. 
An Dr. Ryall there again was the doctor and he told Dad that if the saw would 
have been a half an inch either way, that he would have saved the fingers and 
everything. But the saw caught Dad like that and it just turned his knuckles inside 
out so there was no way he could save them. They would have been stiff and 
everything. But it was ironic. The three of them started out in partnership, and 
three of them lost fingers before it was finished. 
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James: How many people were working for the mill? 

J: Around 15. 

James: At the high point? 

J: Yeah. In the early part of it, up until '55-56, it was all done with horses. All the 
logging in the winter time was done with horses on the frost and that in the bush. 

James: Until 1956. 

J: Yeah. When Dad got a little cat, he bought the same size as a D4 and we 
thought "man, we'd tear the woods apart with that". It was really quite an 
effective Ii ttle cat for logging then because at those times you couldn't fall a tree 
that was less than 12 inches on the stump. In fact, some of the earlier sales, the 
stump line was 18 inches. 

James: You mean in diameter ... 

J: Across, like that. If the tree was thicker than 18 inches through, you couldn't 
fall it. And then some sales, even if you scarred the side of that tree up, the 
Forestry would charge you for it. 

James: Has that changed, the law now? 

J: It's all clearcut now, right down to an 8 inch stump. 

James: It doesn't matter, whatever is in the way of the ... 

J: Yeah, and any dead trees and that are all felled out anywhere whereas before, 
there's places in Dunster I was looking at from the Dunster Hall, you look south 
across the valley, and we logged in one creek there for 5 years, all the 
[inaudible??] ones, and if you didn't know where we were logging, you wouldn't 
know that we had been logging in there for 5 years. I can still see it. I was just out 
there about 3 weeks ago and you could still see the mark across the mountain 
where our logging road went up to that timber sale. But the actual timber sale, you 
wouldn't even know that it had been logged out because our stump line on that 
hill was 18 inches. Now all the smaller stuff, you take the big trees out, the 
smaller stuff, it just booms out in size right away. Now the clearcutting didn't start 
in the valley here until in the late '60s. 

James: Is that when the bigger companies ... 
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J: Yeah. 

E: We had a lot more little mills when I first came here. There was ... I don't 
know how many small sawmills around. And then the quotas I think they .. . 

J: Yeah, each mill had an allotted quota that they could cut, so many cubic ... It 
was all board foot measure then. It was board foot to start with, and then we went 
to cubic foot. Now it's all metric so I can't figure out the metric volume of the 
tree. Before I could look at a tree and say okay, it's 2 feet across the stump and 80 
feet high. You get an idea of how many board feet was in it but now with the 
metric, they can't. 

E: And so the little mills eventually had to ... they just ... all the bigger mills were 
taking over and the quotas went to them and they packed up and that was it. 

J: Dad sold his quota to one of the bigger mills. You owned the quota, it was 
yours. The only way you could lose it was if you didn't log. Like Dad's quota was 
... what the heck was it? I can't exactly remember the amount of footage it was but 
for a couple of years, he didn't quite get that volume out so the next year, the third 
year, the volume and the quota were set a little bit lower. 

James: Oh I see. So if you didn't get your volume out, then they'd just make 
your ... 

J: The quota ... in three years the quota would be set down to what your last one 
was. If you could prove to them that you were going to increase your production, 
then you could get your quota back up again. But Dad and I were talking about all 
the different mills - this was before he passed away - that were in the valley then 
when he was running the mill. 

James: In the Dunster area? 

J: Well from Dome Creek, because Dad knew all the guys that had sawmills all 
the way up and down the line here. From Dome Creek to Tete Jeune where 
Howard Brothers mill is now, he wrote down 65 sawmills that were running. 

James: All at the same time? 

J: Yeah. 

James: Do you know what time that .. . 

J: It would have been from the '40s to ... well most of the smaller ones would 
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have been gone by the '60s. 

James: So from about the '40s to the '60s? 

J: Yeah. And they all ... well Sid Harstead's was one of the biggest ones here in 
the valley and he had about 80 employed with him year round. Lammings down 
here, they would have about 80 or so, Lamming Lumber. But a lot of the little 
mills were like Dad's, 15, maybe a dozen guys working in there and it was a 
family operation in some places. Lumber was all shipped by rail, rough then, to 
maybe Edmonton. A lot of Dad's lumber went down into the eastern States, some 
of it into Florida even, his scaffold plank and stuff like that. 

James: So it was rough cut and then ... 

J: It was rough cut, yeah, shipped out to the eastern States as construction 
scaffolding. 

James: So the valley produced quite a bit of lumber? 

J: Yeah. Sid Harstead always boosted that he had three crews of men working -
one working, one crew coming and one crew going. Because there was so many 
sawmills in the valley, if you didn't like working for this guy, 5 miles down the 
road there was another sawmill and he would employ you. 

James: So there was always work? 

J: There was always work. Wages - when I worked for my Dad after I got out of 
school, I worked in the sawmill. We were getting $3.50 an hour, but you had more 
money in your pocket at $3.50 an hour than you do now at $25 an hour. 

James: Why do you think that is? 

J: Well you could go buy a good pair of logging boots for $6-7. The same boots 
now would cost you $150-$200. 

James: Would you care to draw a map of the Dunster townsite when you ... 

J: Yeah, I could sketch you out a map of what Dunster looked like. 

James: Here I'll give you this and you can talk and show me where all the ... 

J: Well this would be just the actual Dunster area. There's the red line, that's the 
CN track. The CN station was there. 
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James: So that wou)d be on the south side then? 

J: No, that's on the north side of the track. This is south. 

James: Is that the same old station that's there? 

J: Yeah. They've moved it down. It sat right by the track. 

James: I'll probably go out and have a look at it today. 

J: This is west and this is east. 

James: It's nice they managed to save it. 

J: Our store, the general store would have been approximately there. 

James: Now did the general store carry ... 

J: Everything from soup to nuts, a little bit of medical stuff and clothing and 
hardware and the store that's there now, was the building that Dad built as a 
warehouse. 

James: The Hill's ... 

J: The Hill's General Store. That was the warehouse that Dad built because the 
farmers, when we came in here, didn't even grow enough grain to feed their 
livestock in the winter time. They had to bring it in. And Dad needed a place to 
store it so he built the ... what we called the warehouse, which is approximately 
there. It's Hill's General Store now. But he'd bring in about 4 carloads of stuff a 
year. Flour and salt and mineral for the chicken feed and oats and barley and 
wheat and all that kind of stuff, in bags. 

James: And tools as well? 

J: Yeah. There was a complete line of hardware tools and nails and that. And then 

James: So people didn't need to leave town if they ... 

J: No, they could get pretty well everything that ... 

James: How long did your father own the store, or the family? 
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J: From '44 to '55. 

James: And what made him sell the store? 

J: Well actually the store burned in '55 but he had taken the year off from the 
store. He had another guy running it and we moved over to the sawmill camp, and 
he was pretty well full time in the sawmill and that. And the store burned on 
Friday the 13th, in April of '55. 

James: And he came out on Halloween'! Hope I don't say anything wrong 
while I'm here. So that would be the store there. and this was the ... 

J: This is the CN station. The road would come along in front of the store like 
that. 

James: Is that the same road pretty much? 

J: Pretty much the same road that's there now. There was a little building in there. 
It was the ... we called it the gas house because Dad supplied gas to the local 
people out there and it was brought out on the weigh freight form McBride - from 
the Imperial Oil dealer in McBride would send him out so many barrels of car gas, 
oil or lamp gas or whatever Dad would order. So many cases of oil of different 
kinds and cases. 

James: And the weigh freight was just ... 

J: It stopped at every little station on the track. 

James: Between here and ... 

J: Between McBride and Jasper going east and from McBride to Prince George 
going west. 

James: And it stopped at all these little towns, Willow River, Giscome ... 

J: To every one of them. They'd all have a store and they would send in for an 
order from a wholesale outfit in Prince or a dealer in Prince that they needed so 
many things brought out and that was the only way into the country was the CN. 

James: There was never a real need to leave your community then if you 
didn't have to? 

J: No. A lot of people in Dunster, I can remember there was families out there, 
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the kids were born and raised right in Dunster and never been out of the valley 
there until the road came through in '65. 

E: You could go through to Jasper. There was a road through from McBride to 
Jasper but it was pretty horrendous. 

J: Yeah, the first time we went from Dullster to Jasper, it took us 7 hours. one 
way. 

James: \-Vhat year was that around'? 

J: '45. Dad had brought a car in, when we came up, our '29 Tourister car. 

James: Did you ship it on the train? 

J: Yeah. It came in and he brought it in a ... because Mom insisted on taking her 
cow because us kids needed milk so everything was loaded in a boxcar at 
[Rivercourse??], and came up as Settler's Effects. Dad came up with the car and 
some chickens and the cow and this car and all this stuff in the boxcar and we 
brought it up on the CN to Dunster. 

James: Was your Dad happy that he made the move? 

J: Oh yeah. He liked the country here. The air and the climate really agreed with 
him. 

James: It's beautiful. There's no doubt about it. Now was there ever a hotel 
in Dunster? 

J: No. If you came in off of the train, several times people would come down ... 
maybe there'd be a family in Dunster that lived there and a relative would come 
in from Prince George on that train, well it would be the same train that Dad 
would meet the mail, and instead of them staying at the station, like there was no 
heated facility. There was a lot of room there that you could sit in but there was no 
... but if you slept, you had to sleep on the floor. So Dad would invite them over to 
our house. As I say, everybody was welcome at our place here. If you came in 
from the east, your relatives couldn't meet you off the train ... because they'd come 
through about 7:30 at night. But then when they went to go back east again, it 
either meant a long trip at night for them to bring you over in the winter time or 
you came in the sleigh, so they would come over in the afternoon and this person 
would stay at the store with us until Dad would meet the train at 2:30 in the 
morning and they'd go up and get on the train when Dad went to pick up the mail. 
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James: He sounds like a really generous man. 

J: Yeah. The old log school sat about like that. 

James: It was a log school? 

J: It was built in 1933. It burned down in about 1960. 

James: And that was the school up until that time? 

J: Yeah. 

James: What grade did that go up to? 

J: Grade 8, and then when they were that age. they would come into !vlcBride. 
There was a school in McBride from grade 8 to grade 12. 

E: That's what you did and you were in the dormitories. 

J: Because there was no way we could commute at that time when I was in school. 
The roads weren't fit to have a school bus run on them out that far, so the School 
Board set up a boarding house in McBride. My brother and I stayed there. The last 
few years there was about 30 kids staying in the dorm. 

E: from Dome Creek and ... 

J: And Valemount. 

James: Oh they come from that far away? 

J: Yeah. 

E: For the higher grades. 

J: One old lady stayed at the dorm all the time with us. During the day there was 
another lady come in to help do the cooking, but we had to do all the cleaning and 
everything in there. 

James: Wow, certainly changed nowadays, that's for sure. And you'd stay in 
5 days a week? 

J: Yeah, you stay in 5 days and then catch a ride out with somebody or hop the 
train and catch the train out to Dunster. In the winter time, some times when they 
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were running steam through the valley here, there was a water tank at Dunster. 

James: Steam trains? 

J: Yeah. And the trains always had to come from the east, they had to water up at 
D111Zster and we knew most of the crews on the trains. They were coming through. 
You knew who was on the engine by the way they blew their whistle. They'd have 
to blow the whistle at every crossing they crossed. So there was a crossing just 
east of Dllmter a little ways, and here comes so and so and the train, we'll meet 
him down at the water tank. He'll give us a ride in ... it would be Sunday night. 
He'd give us a ride into iltlcBride on the train in the winter time. Saved Dad a trip 
in. 

James: Now when did things like electricity come into the Dunster area? 

E: When the light came in, '61, Dunster had electricity. Because when it first 
came, they just had generators. But it came here from Valemount. 

J: No, McBride. 

E: Oh did it? 

J: Yeah. 

E: Because McBride had it, that's right. 

James: Now did you go to the outlying communities as a nurse in the area? 

E: No. I just pretty well stayed solely in the hospital. 

James: Was there kind of a community nurse at the time? 

E: No. Everybody came to the hospital for everything. They had a public health 
nurse here. There was one in ... I don't remember one being here when I first came 
but there was one here ... because after we married and we started out on the farm, 
we lived in McBride. We moved from Dunster to McBride because it was closer 
to the East Twin and also I went back to work so it was closer for me to live in the 
town. And then with the children coming along, it was better for their schooling 
because we couldn't commute out to the East Twin because the road was only 
about a month or so in the summer that it was ... or right in the middle of the 
winter, that it was either hard enough to drive on .... I mean it's fine now, it's 
graded and all the rest of it. It's a real highway but when it was first made, I mean 
there was patches where you'd sink up to your axles in mud. So our home at that 
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time was in McBride so it was close to the hospital for me, close to the schools 
for the children and we would go out weekends or holidays or what have you out 
to the farm, until the road got better. · 

James: Nice place to spend the weekend. 

E: That's right. So power was in McBride, because it was in the hospital. They · 
had power and they had emergency back up lights, a generator, if there was a 
power outage. But then it got to Dunster the summer I first came out here because 
I was ... 

J: That was a community effort on the part of everybody in Dunster that brought 
that out. The Hydro would put it out if the people in Dunster supplied all the · 
power poles. So they went to the forestry and they got a free use pennit for 
jackpine poles by Kinn Creek, and they got a free use permit there and the Hydro 
had surveyed where they were going to put the line and they told them how many 
poles they needed. So everybody that wanted power had to spend so many hours 
cutting and peeling poles, and hauling poles out on to the right of way. We cleared 
the right of way where it was needed with the little cat that we had. 

James: The one that you used for the logging company? 

J: Yeah. My brother Jim, just older than me, he did a lot of the clearing work. 
Most of the time they followed the road, the highway, but there was a few places 
out at Dunster where they could make the line shorter by going across a field and 
then up through the bush to the next farm above, and he would clear these 
shortcuts, you might call them, on the .... They're taken out now. A lot of cases 
the Hydro has come back and rerouted the power line down the highway now, but 
at that time it was the shortest way possible. 

James: That's quite the map there. 

E: There were no phones, were there? 

J: No. It was in the '70s before Dunster got a phone. 

James: What about say McBride? 

E: Yeah, McBride had phones. 

J: The CN phone and then .... Yeah there was phone in McBride through BC Tel. 

E: Yeah I know there was because Ernie Magin was the BC Tel guy when I first 
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came. 

J: Yeah, well even going back earlier, like when my brother Bob got hurt in the 
sawmill and that, when the doctor would need to consult to a doctor in Prince 
George, they would have to go to the CN station and phone to the Prince George 
CN station and I don't know how they passed it through, because there was no 
real phone system in McBride in the early days even. The only phones in the 
valley were CN phones. 

James: I wonder how they did it then? 

J: Well the operator in Prince got the doctor to come down to the station or 
something like that and the doctor here would say "okay, I've got a patient that 
I'm sending up on the train, he's hurt or he's sick or something like that, and I 
want you to meet him and take care of him in Prince". I know several times they 
would ... like when Dad got cut in the sawmill at Dunster, he had no way of 
getting hold of the doctor in McBride, 20 miles away. I went down to the CN 
station and I phoned to the CN station in McBride and told him what had 
happened, and told him that we were sending Dad in and he'd been seriously cut 
on one hand and to have the doctor at the hospital when Dad got there. It was 
[inaudible??] and this old army doctor was there, cussing and swearing ad Dad 
because he'd been in the sawmill business for so long and he knew better than to 
get his fingers close to the saw. Some people were taken back by his attitude but I 
think that was the way that he released steam because he knew everybody in the 
valley. He was the only doctor for a long time. I think it was his way of letting off 
steam because a guy got hurt, instead of keeping it tied up in himself he would ... 
his language was pretty .... 

[ end of side one] 

James: Without it, you can't take things off. Microsurgeon. 

E: Oh so he took one and ... 

James: This one was so badly damaged they couldn't so it back on and so 
was this one as well, so they just sewed this one. Did you get a chance to work 
with this ... 

E: Oh yes. 

James: You worked for him for awhile. 

E: He had a first. .. when he was there, he was in what we called the old hospital 
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and then he did come over to the new one, because the new one was opened in 
'63. 

James: So was there two hospitals at one time or ... 

E: No, only one. 

James: Oh, they just switched from one to the other. 

E: Yeah, they were just moved from the old site and then moved into the new 
hospital. Yeah, Dr. Ryall was working in the new hospital but he wasn't there too 
long after he retired. [I think??] he went back as a CN doctor I believe. He went 
back travelling in [inaudible??]. 

James: How many people were in the McBride area when you came to town, 
do you remember? 

J: Basically what's there now. 

E: The actual village was more compact and there was only just the odd traveler 
and the odd farmer and stuff that lived off the beaten track, but now that the 
village has expanded, there's great gaps in the actual village Main street and all 
around, so I mean people have only just sort of gone scattered around. So it hasn't 
altered around in the amount of people. 

J: There's not as many stores in McBride now as there was. 

James: Was there more stores in the Main Street there? 

E: It was full. 

J: There was two men's wears stores, two ladies wear stores ... 

E: Hairdresser, pharmacist. 

J: There was three grocery stores. 

James: When did it all change? 

J: When the road went through the (inaudible??] it started to go down because 
people could go to Prince in 2 hours ... 

E: three hours. 
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J: Three hours easy to Prince. 2-21/2 hours ... 

James: So people would ... instead of shopping here they'd ... 

J: Yeah, they'd go to Prince. And you've got a better selection of stuff in Prince 
too. Whereas here, like at the ladies wear, the only thing that they'd bring in 
would be fashions that they would like. Well it may not appeal to yours. It may be 
not the right size. Men's wear stuff was pretty well standard, good old work jeans 
and [inaudible??] shirt sort of thing. There was two hardware stores in McBride, a 
variety store, post office. 

E: And there was 2 or 3 hotels. 

J: Yeah, we had 2 hotels, three service stations in McBride with car dealers in it. 
We had the Ford dealer and where they're building the new school in town now, 
which they're putting on Main Street, it's all dug up. Part of that was a garage 
and it had a Ford dealership in it, and a Ford farm machinery dealership. And then 
another garage had the Dodge dealership, another garage had Pontiac and Chev. 

James: So you had the big three here basically? 

J: Yeah, and Massey dealers. La.mming Mills ... the people that ran Lamming 
Mills had the John Deere dealership for a long time, a farm machinery dealership. 

James: So it sounds like the town was even bigger at one time. 

J: I think it had more going for it than it does now, yeah. 

E: There was a dairy. It used to deliver milk. 

J: Longs had the dairy at one time but there was a dairy before that. 

E: La.mmings had a dairy. 

James: Are there any Lammings still in the area? 

E: Yeah, there's one living just up the road here. Mitch. 

J: Mitch Lamming. It would have been his granddad that had started Lamming 
Lumber. 

James: The one out in Lamming Mills there? 
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J: Yeah. 

James: Was there ever a church in McBride? 

E: Oh yes. There again we had an assortment of churches. Because the 
Mennonites were here when I came. There was some Mennonites here, that was 
the first time I had ever seen or heard of them. And they had their own church. 
Then there was the Pentecostal, and the United, and the Anglican, and the Roman 
Catholic. 

J: And the Seventh Day Adventists. 

E: Yeah, because they came here [inaudible??] 

J: And Jehovah Witness. And Salvation Army had an outlet in McBride, contact 
thing at the time. And Red Cross had a ... because the hospital, when Liz first 
came over ... 

E: Well just before I came it was Red Cross. 

J: It was the Red Cross Outpost Hospital. 

E: And it was the McBride District Hospital Society when I first came here. It had 
been taken over by the community. 

James: Are any of these churches still up and running? 

E: The United and the Anglican have amalgamated so it's one church and they've 
joined with Valemount, and so there's only one rector and he lives in Valemount. 
The Roman Catholic priest is no longer a resident priest. It's run by Sister Olive. 
She's a layman and a priest comes down periodically from Prince George. The 
different chapels, they've got their own clergy, pastors from the Evangelical Free 
and Pentecostal. 

J: Jehovah Witness, they've all got their own premises. 

E: Yeah, their own meeting places. 

James: So there's been a real change in the community since the highway 
came in? 

J: Oh yeah. 
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E: Yeah, because it was a dead end. I mean it was the railway that brought 
everybody here originally. 

James: Right. So you see it for the better or the worse? 

J: It's hard to say. In some ways it's better and in some ways, the old community 
spirit is not there like it used to be. 

James: So this community spirit is something that you noticed too when you 
moved here as well? 

E: Oh yes. They had picnics at Dunster when I first came because I was working 
in At/cBride, but knowing John and Betty, I was back and forth between Dunster 
on my days off and all the rest of it, so I attended all of the dances that they had 
and the ball games and the picnics that they had in Dunster in the summer. 

James: I've heard about these dances. Are these the all night dances? 

E: Yeah. we even had our own private supply in your car. 

James: I don't have to ask about a liquor store then I guess. 

J: There was a government liquor store out there. 

E: Plus a lot of home made stuff that was filtered around. 

J: Yeah and you really can give it ... the liquor store in McBride would ship it out 
by passenger train to Dunster because there was no other way ... until in the early 
'50s, there was no way of getting to Dunster in the winter time other than by the 
passenger train. Catch the 7:30 passenger train at night, come in and do your 
shopping and maybe go for a show. 

E: The stores were open on Friday nights late. 

J: And then go up to ... the CN station had a restaurant in it then and a waiting 
room with washroom facilities. After the stores would shut and the show would 
be over, go up there and have a coffee and sit and chat with anybody that would 
come in because you knew everybody that was in the valley. There wasn't an 
influx of new people every day. At one time I could walk down Main Street and 
I'd know everybody that was there. Now in McBride, even though I've lived here 
for over 50 years, the only people in McBride and around Dunster that I know are 
the old families that were there 40 years ago. 
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E: Well a few newcomers we know enough but you still think of the old timers. 
Like we're always there at these fanns and ... 

James: So there was quite a bit of community spirit between like Dunster 
people knew the McBride people and ... 

E: Oh yeah. 

J: In the summer time, Dunster had its own ball team, a bunch of fann boys, and 
McBride had a couple of ball teams, and they would come out to Dunster and play 
ball on a Sunday. 

James: How did the Dunster team do? 

J: Sometimes we would beat them, sometimes they would beat us. And we all 
would come into McBride. 

E: And also going to school here made a difference too. I mean the Dunster kids 
went to highschool here so I mean, they got to know, as young adults, they got to 
know each other very well. 

James: It seems everyone knows each other pretty much from the Lamming 
:Mills right down to Dunster. I haven't got to Tete Jeune yet. I don't think we 
have many names for Tete Jeune yet or Valemount. We'll keep on plugging 
away. They'll turn up. For health services and things like that, pretty much 
do you think needs were met? 

E: They were. They're not as good now unfortunately. The health care needs have 
gone down because there's no doctors here and also the role, the doctor's role has 
changed so much. The nurses role has changed so much over the years and it's a 
long time to go now than when we first came here. I mean there's no longer the 
doctor Ryails and the doctor Smarts that we here had .... 

J: That do everything. 

E: They lived here and their life was JUcBride and that was it. They very rarely 
went away. They very rarely had time off. They were always ... when there was 2 
of them, at least they had a chance to take some time off, relieve each other for 
holidays. And the community had a chance of either one or the other. And then, as 
the years went on, we did get up to as many as 4 or 5 doctors in McBride. But 
they were a younger bunch. They were having to pay their education fees, their 
scholarships, their student loans and you name it. So therefore, there wasn't the 
income here for them. And also coming straight, probably, from the cities into an 
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area like this where they had to ... there's no back up for them. They had to make 
their own decisions. They had to ... are we going to treat this here? Can I 
personally do this? Is this within my scope or is it not? I've never seen one of 
these before or I've never done this before. So it was a bit terrifying for them and 
then for awhile they were able to ... well they still are, commute ... but not 
commute, by phone. Consult by phone with Prince George doctors and if they got 
into a bind or what do I do or what would you suggest. 

James: A lot of responsibility then? 

E: Yeah. 

J: The doctors would read their own x-rays and stuff like that. Now it all goes to 
Prince. 

E: I mean they do x-rays here but they have to go to the radiologist to be read. 

James: And then sent back? 

E: And then the results sent back. I think the doctor has a cursory job, since 
there's "oh yes, you've broken that". Well I think you have ... we're going to send 
it away to make sure. 

James: I guess the nursing role ... 

E: That's changed too. 

James: In what ways has that changed? 

E: Well you were ... when you first came here you were like a pioneer. Again, you 
were like the doctor. You did what you could and you recognized your own 
limitations, how much you could do and how much you didn't. And some of us 
were lucky enough because we had been ... and had a good basic training before 
we came here. Because I had done my general training, done psychiatric training, 
and I've done my midwifery. So having already done that before I came here, you 
know, I was more comfortable in dealing with women and children and babies 
than some of the girls that came here that had never had any experience with it. 

James: So you said you had midwifery training? 

E: Yeah, and psychiatric. It was a toss up when I came here, whether I went to the 
psychiatric unit down in Vancouver ... River ... 

Interview #66 John and Elizabeth Haan June 26, 2000 25 



J:Riverdale 

E: Riverdale, that's it. All I could think of was River Course, Riverdale, 
Riverview. I applied to Riverview and I applied to McBride for jobs to come to 
Canada and Riverview wanted me to admit myself for [inaudible??], and McBride 
was only too happy that I was coming. They really didn't mind whether I stayed or 
not, come. So I came here .... I thought, I'd never been away from home before 
other than just my training and that was always within 2 hours from home by train 
from London to where I was born. And so I thought coming over here, it's going 
to be different. What happens if I suddenly get homesick and want my Mommy? 
So eventually what decided me where I was going was [inaudible??] in McBride. 

James: Well you came with quite a bit of experience. 

E: Yeah, so it's all been very useful what I learned. I mean I've used it over and 
over again. And therefore ... and the girls, when they come through nurses training, 
they don't always get .. . this role of nursing now that they're stressing so they're 
hoping that they're going to be able to train more nurses to do these outlandish 
things, you know. To be able to cope with whatever comes in the door and knows 
when it's hard or whether ... do the best they can. 

James: :My wife's becoming a nurse actually. She's at the Prince George 
university there and she's decided to go the real route. 

J: Maybe you can get her down here. 

James: She's got a bunch of different places she can choose from and she 
hasn't decided yet but she's anywhere from ... well anywhere. She thought 
about the Smithers area but now she's down here today and she was down 
here last night and she goes, ''this area is beautiful". So maybe she'll be 
coming down to this area. You might see her down. Next year is her last year. 
I certainly like it down here. 

J: It's a unique climate. From I would say Dome Creek this way is different than 
Prince George. 

James: In what way? 

J: A lot of times it's warmer in the winter time than Prince George, and it's 
warmer in the summer time. Not quite as warm some times. And in the winter 
time, it's not as cold here in the winter time. 

James: What about things like precipitation and stuff? 
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J: Well it's hard to say now but I remember we used to get a lot more snow than 
Prince George did, and a lot more cold weather. l mean l can remember when Dad 
was putting up ice ... it would be at the end of December, he had 2 feet of ice on 
the river and I remember 40 below, 50 below. Not celcius but below zero. And 6-
7- 8 feet of snow. 

E: The weather has warmed up. I can tell you that sometimes we do get a smell 
from Prince George pulp mills, believe it or not, when the wind is in the right 
direction and ... 

J: Get a cloud inversion and it's ... 

E: [plant noise??] is down, you open the back door and ... 

J: There's Prince George. 

James: No kidding? 

J: It seems if you get a cloud inversion at Prince George and a west wind ... 

E: It holds the weather down. 

J: It squeezes that pulp smell down onto the river and the west wind comes 
underneath it and blows it right up. 

E: And also, I've smelled the sea here occasionally. Because I went to school 
close to the sea. We only lived 4 miles from the English Channel, and so there's 
that iodine smell that you occasionally get and a couple of times I've noticed it. 
I've talked to a young lad here once about it and he smelled it when he was riding 
his bike and he said ... because he was reared down by the water, and he smelled 
this ocean smell once or twice. So I mean it's funny how the air pockets and the 
currents and everything do find their way up the valleys and into these areas. It's 
really strange. 

James: Well you can certainly believe it because they're starting to notice 
now, with what's called Jong range transport pollutants, and they will get up 
in the air currents and things like that and they'll travel for 1000s of 
kilometres, 1000s and thousands of kilometres. So it's certainly ... there's no 
reason why the sea air you can't ... certainly the pulp mill, that's for sure. 

J: When I was a kid living at Dunster, in the winter time you could hear the 
roundhouse in McBride. The CN had a big roundhouse repair shop in McBride 
and they blew their whistle at 9:00 in the morning, 12:00, 1:00 and 5:00. And in 
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the winter time we could hear it at Durister 20 miles away, and you could set your 
clock by that whistle. And the first few years when we were out at the Twin, 
Lammings were running their mill here and being familiar with the noises of the 
mill, Dad and I could tell what lumber they were sawing in the mill by the noise 
that we could hear at the East Twin, 15 miles away. Whether it was a 2 inch board 
going into the edger or whether it was a one inch board. It made a different pitch 
and we could tell what it was. And the air seemed to be clearer then. Mind you it 
would be maybe 30 below, but it was crystal clear then. The smoke would hang 
from the chimney just like a cotton string, straight up, no wind at all. And these 
last few years ... 

E: I think it's because they're clearing out the valley so much and there's more 
winds coming in now. 

J: We get some terrific winds through here in the winter time. 

James: And you think it's probably due to the clearcuts? 

E: right, because ... 

J: More farmland being opened up and ... 

E: And the valley bottom has opened up so therefore it's just like a tunnel. 

J: One thing you should do before you go is bring your wife in and take her up to 
Halfway. You can drive halfway up the mountain with your car. 

James: I went up there today, actually. 

J: Good because then you can see where you've been. 

James: I took a shot at it. It said l\ilountainview Road and I thought, "well 
maybe there's a mountain view up here". Sure enough, I got up the road and 
I just saw a person walking up the road, I don't know ... it was a younger 
farmer, "turn right on Rainbow", he said "you just follow it up there and 
when you get to the top, there's a picnic bench up there. There's a little 
building". 

J: That old building was the fire watch. There was a telephone one ... there was 
another one right at the top. But most of the time he stayed at the middle because 
of the atmosphere higher up, there was too much heat distortion. At least down at 
the Halfway, you can see just about as far ant it's a lot clearer. He would be up 
there from May til September. 
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James: Live up there the whole time? 

J:Yeah. 

James: When did they stop using it? 

J: He was still there in '58. 

E: He was there when Dad came out, because Dad said that would be the job that 
he would like. 

J: And that was in '61. 

E: That was in '62. No, '63. He came out in ... 

J: They were making a road up to the Twin in '61 and that was when he first came 
out. 

E: Okay. 

J: I remember the old guy, he would come down, if there was no storm 
disturbance coming in, he would come down for groceries and he had a forestry ... 
he had a little mobile. It was actually an ingenious outfit. It was a wheelbarrow 
and he had a motor on the front, that powered the front wheel. A little Biggs and 
Stratton motor, and he carried his supplies up in that. 

James: He'd walk it up? 

J: Walk it up, several miles. 

James: Half way is seven miles? 

J: Yup. 

E: Because he would zigzag up. 

J: But he had a radio contact. There was a radio line right from the top of the 
mountain to the little cabin where you were at today to the forestry station in 
town. Because there was no two way radios, these chip type radios that they have 
now. So if a lightning storm came through, that was his way of telling the Forestry 
in McBride where the lightning strikes were or where the forest fires were. That 
was his job all summer. 
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James: You certainly didn't have to worry about ... he didn't mind spending 
time by himself. 

J: They usually had an old guy. There was 3 or 4, they were actually pension guys. 
Some of them were army ... had army training. Some of them had been in the war. 
Some of them were actually people that had come over ... and there was one guy 
from Norway who did it for a long time. 

James: So it's another 7 miles to the top after the ... 

J: Yeah, but you can't go up with your car. 

James: Yeah, I saw that. It said only ~ wheel drives and I looked up and that 
was the end of the road. So it's about another 7 miles? 

J: Yeah. 

James: If I wanted to walk it then .... Maybe I'll have a go at that tomorrow 
and see what happens. 

E: It's nice up there. 

James: It is. It's beautiful. 

E: We used to go up quite often. You could up with a pickup. 

J: Now they don't grade the road or maintain it from the halfway cabin on up. 

James: It was in nice shape up to the halfway cabin, that's for sure. 

J: Yeah. The guy that lives just down the road here with a grater, Bob Barry, and 
he does the grading for the Forestry on those kind of roads so every spring and 
maybe once more through the summer depending on the usage they get. 

E: Is that where they jump off for that hang gliding? 

J: Sometimes at the halfway, depending on the wind. 

James: There's hang gliding here? I'm getting side tracked in the interview 
here. It's not the first time it has happened. Remind me to ask you about that 
because that's something I'd really like to try. I don't know about jumping 
off there right away but I'd like to find out where I could practice. 
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J: Get in touch with Glen Blixiud. 

E: I can look it up in the phone book and give you his phone number. 

James: I'd better get back to the questions. They're going to wonder what 
I'm doing out here. So most of the people in the McBride-Dunster area, 
where would they work? 

J: In the sawmills. All of the people in Dll11ster worked with my Dad in the 
sawmill there. At McBride here there was Lamming Mills. Sid Harstead had a 
mill. Ian [Metuzine ??] had a mill. Jeck's had a mill. 

E: And all the people that worked on the CN. 

J: The CN was a big employer in tltlcBride. 

James: So was it a pretty even distribution between the two? 

J: Yeah. 

E: I would think so because they would have these gangs out track repairing and 
they had a place to live. 

J: That was for the train crews. For a long time the train crews [inaudible??] 
McBride here. 

E: I mean the station itself would employ telegraph people and ticket sellers. 

J: Train handler and the whole bit was all in the station the same as ... 

E: The station no longer handles all this stuff but ... 

J: There's nothing in the station. There hasn't been anything in the station for a 
long time. 

E: And the road master. I mean there was lots of people that lived in McBride that 
worked for the CN. 

J: Up above the station, when the restaurant was running, was all fixed up for 
rooms. The single girls could stay there. My sister worked at the station through 
the summer when she was going to school and she could room upstairs in one of 
the rooms. There was a cook - two cooks, and all the crew there. Because the CN 
station was open 24 hours a day. 
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James: Were there many farmers in the community as well at the time? Say 
the 'SOs or '60s? 

J: I don't know whether it's increased now or not than it had been earlier. 

E: There's more small holdings around now than there used to be. I mean when 
they came in and farmed, it was a fair size farm. Either they were beef or dairy 
because a lot of people shipped milk or cream. Again on the train they would ship 
it out. 

J: Well McNaughton, he used to ship milk out and [inaudible?'?] to Prince. 

E: But now they have a truck that comes through and picks it all up. 

J: I was talking to the [Ban??] inspector here this fall. like last fall, and he's been 
ban inspecting for 10 years in this area and he said the number of head ... this is 
beef ... that's shipped out of the valley has dropped by 1200 head in the last 10 
years. 

E: People are not farming ... farming doesn't pay for itself now, not really. It 
didn't for us anyway. 

James: Why do you think that is? 

J: Import costs are too much. 

James: So feed and ... 

E: Fuel and fertilizer. 

J: Fuel jumped from 22 cents a gallon to 40 cents a litre. Fertilizer went from $40 
a ton to $400 a ton. And the return on your calves ... 

James: Hasn't ... 

J: I remember when we were out at the Twin, I took 800 lb. steers out in our fine 
truck to the auction in Edmonton and I topped the market again between 42 cents 
for that day, and they sold around 5000 head through the market in Edmonton that 
day. And I topped the market at 42 cents a pound. And yet I was paying 48 cents a 
litre for my diesel fuel. 

James: You can't keep up with it then. 
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J: Yeah. 

E: And a lot of the time, the fathers had two jobs. Like you did, put the cat out to 
work on the road ... 

J: In the bush. 

E: Yeah.just working for somebody else, and then you're farming in the summer. 

J: Everybody worked in two jobs. On the CN and farmed in their spare time or 
worked in the bush and farmed in their spare time. Weekends and haying time, 
you'd take so many days off to do your haying and then you'd go back working in 
the bush again. 

James: Did the dairy farmers fair a little better? 

J: The dairy did because they were on a quota and they got a government allotted 
price for their milk. Beef was on the quota for a little while. The Twin here, we 
were on for about 3 or 4 years and it was too expensive for the government so 
they cut it off. With the beef... 

James: Why would they cut the beef off as opposed to ... 

J: It was too expensive. They just didn't have the money to pay it out. 

James: But why do you think they'd choose the dairy over the beef? 

E: Because the dairy, I think, was ... 

J: They had a more watertight contract with the government. The government 
couldn't back out. 

E: I think the beef started out because there was some poor years and so the 
government jumped in to help. 

I: More of a subsidy, I can say, than anything. And what it was was to bring your 
selling price up to cost of production. And then the price did come out. I 
remember out at the farm, the last few years we sold calves ... for a 500 lb. calf we 
would get about 70 cents a pound for it. Last year ... because we have a few cattle 
here. We've got 6 cows and calves. And last year we shipped out 5 calves and we 
got just about $2 a pound for five calves. Our calves weighed about 600 lbs. then. 
So a 600 lb calf now brings you about $1200. I would say then a 600 lb calf might 
have been bringing you $250. 
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James: How many years ago was that? 

J: In '85. 

James: So not that long ago for the price to change ... 

J: We lost the farm in '85. 

James: So now say someone like the Longs, they're able to ... 

J: They're able to make it with their beef for the simple reason that they've got 
everything paid for and he's a pretty shrewd operator. He doesn't do anything 
unless he knows he's got the money to cover it. And he doesn't have any payment 
on any equipment or anything like that. So he knows how many calves he's going 
to ship in the fall and he can pretty well figure out how many dollars he's going to 
get for those calves, and that's his operating money for the next year. 

James: So '85, did other farmers have the same problem as you guys? 

J: There was 5 of them that went down that same summer in McBride here. 

James: The government dido 't bother ... 

J: No. Mine was the last one and after that, the government stepped in and said 
"hey, that's enough". And they stopped dealing with the banks. You had to go in 
and hammer out a deal with the bank where you could maybe keep up with your 
interest payments for a few years and not pay anything on your principal until you 
could get your feet under you again. 

James: And that's all probably that someone like you and other farmers 
would have needed then. 

J: Yup. 

James: Did you have to go and do something after that? 

J: Yeah, then we got this place. Because I'd worked in the bush with my Dad in 
bush work, I was 25 years on the cat, because we cleared all our land we had out 
at the Twin there, so I was familiar with operating a cat. I built all the buildings 
that we had on the farm there so I could do carpenter work. So I just turned my 
hand at anything I could do. Anything. Driving a cat, go and work in the bush 
falling or bucking or ... 
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James: And now you're retired or ... 

J: No, I still do carpenter work and I've got a little hobby shop on the back of our 
garage here and I make fancy furniture. 

James: I might have to ... 

J: You can have a look at it when you go out. 

James: I'd like that. 

J: I had part of an [inaudible??] section in the woods [inaudible??] in Vanderhoof 
about 4 years ago, in that First Cut Wood store that they have out there. I think 
last year they had it again. I didn't go out there last year but I went to the first one 
4 years ago. 

James: What were some of the most pleasant aspects of living in Dunster or 
McBride? 

J: The community spirit. You knew you couldn't get out in the winter time so you 
made your entertainment yourself. 

James: Were there any negative aspects of living in Dunster? 

J: Not really. My brother that's just older than me, my brother Jim, in the winter 
time, as soon as ... it was just always heated with wood then, our job was to get 
wood in, no running water so we had to pack water in. We'd tear home from 
school, get our chores done right away, and then we could go skiing, just out 
through the bush, any place like that. We were gone until sometimes well after 
dark. And in the summer time we'd go fishing and Dad would let us clear the 22 
providing we didn't go on the roads because neither one of us were old enough to 
have a license yet, so we could go all over out there. We knew where all the old 
trails were and that. We could go 20-30 miles around the store at Dunster there 
and never go on a road. We knew where all the trails were. Hunting gophers and 
in the fall we'd hunt grouse and stuff like that. 

James: Good healthy life then. 

J: Yeah, and just being out. Make your own entertainment. Now everybody ... it 
seems like we've got a show to watch on the TV or something like that. 

James: I notice you don't have one here? 
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J: In the other room we do. Around the corner is our quiet room, our TV room. 

James: I won't get cable at my place. I just get the two channels and that's it. 

J: We get CBC, CTV, [inaudible??] out of Edmonton, and then there's the Family 
Channel and then the Movie Channel, and then we get the Discovery Channel on 
13, and we get Knowledge Network on 4. And those are the two that Liz and I 
watch most of the times. 

James: Learn something anyhow. 

J: Knowledge Network and the Discovery Channel, we've got them on I would 
70% of the time. On the other ones, there's the odd night there's a certain show at 
9:00 or something like that that will come on Channel 7 out of CTV out of 
Vancouver we might watch or we watch the news on 7. 

James: So you enjoyed going out in the bush with your brother then? 

J: Yeah, and going to the dances and card parties and the picnics and everything 
like that. Tobogganing in the winter time. 

James: So lots of the communities would get together at the picnics? 

J: Yeah. End of the school we'd have a picnic and there would be everyone in the 
valley would be there from ... like in the Dunster area. 

James: So the school would run the ... 

J: Yeah, it would be just an end of the school year picnic. At one time it was kind 
of a sports confrontation between the Lee School and the Dunster School, 
because they were two different schools. Now they just have a sports day between 
... like when I was there, it was just a sports day and there would be ball games 
and races and horseshoe pitches and everyone would have ... see how many 
clothes pins you could pick off a clothesline and hang on to all of them in your 
hand without dropping any and stuff like that. 

James: A good way to keep the community together. 

J: Yeah. Everybody just pulled together on one of those. 

James: Was there much difference between say rich and poor people in the 
town? 
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J: Nobody had a lot of money out at Du11ster there. It didn't matter whether you 
had money or not. You went to the picnic and you did what you could do with 
what you had. 

James: So there was no real separation between race or ethnicity? 

J: Not when we lived at Dulls/er. There is in klcBride a little bit now with the 
East Indians. There's a few coming in here now and a lot of people don't like 
them. I've got nothing against them. I've worked with them on a crew. Before 
wheri I was younger, I'd go out fire fighting and I'd have fire crews. I'd be in 
cnarge of the fire crew, and I had East Indians, I had native [ndians. One fire crew, 
the last one I was on was in '61 when the fire burnt where you're camped at the 
Beaver there. My crew was 6 people from Okalla. Because at that time the 
Forestry, when a fire broke out, the Forestry officer would walk down Main Street 
and the only people he couldn't force to go on the fire was the doctor or a fanner. 
Otherwise, if they needed help on that fire line, if you didn't go you went to jail. 
That was your option. Either you go fire fighting or you go to jail. And when that 
fire was at the Beaver there, there was about 500 people on it and there was 
another big fire up Castle Creek with about 400-500 people. So there was 
absolutely nobody left in the valley. 

James: Big fires then. 

J: Yeah, they were 2 of the biggest fires we had in the valley for a long time. 

James: What years was that in? 

J: That was in '61. 

James: And the same year, both the fires ... 

J: Both fires at the same time. My crew ... I was on night shift on the Beaver end 
of the fire before it burned up ... right up the Beaver. And my crew was one other 
young kid from the valley, and 6 guys from Okalla. 

James: Okalla? 

J: Prison in Vancouver. They were [inaudible??] from the Okalla Prison in 
Vancouver that had been sent up here by the RC.MP to fight fire. In our area it 
would have been more or less just patrolling because it was burnt through all 
ways. It burnt everything. And there was the odd stump would flair up or 
something like that and we had to patrol on the fire guard so that it wouldn't jump 
across. And at night, we only had two flashlights between 8 of us and no 
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[water??] hose or anything like that. So I would send these guys out with the one 
from base camp in the mill and I found out that if I sent them out in pairs, that 
they would do anything I wanted. They would go right to the end of the fire guard. 
But you send them out on their own and they would go just far enough to be 
outside the light of the fire and that's as far as they would go. Because they'd 
never been in a situation like that. They've never been off the streets of 
Vancouver so all alone they were scared to death. With the two of them, they were 
harmless. If a stump flared up, I showed them ... well they said, "we've never been 
on a fire" and I showed them it. Dig it out. Get some water if you've got water 
available and get water on it, open it up. A lot of times all you had to do was just 
dig the dirt around it and open it up to th~· air and it would go out. 

James: So as far as new people coming in the community there wasn't a real 
problem? 

J: Not until the road went through to Prince. Once the road went through, the 
whole community changed. 

James: And there was a real difference then? 

J: Yeah. 

James: Before we started here, you mentioned there was some First Nations 
people that came in, or native people that came in? 

J: Yeah, they worked for Sid Harstead. 

James: And how were they in the community? 

J: Good, really good. There was 3 brothers and each of them had family and the 
families all worked at Sid's. They had enough to make a ball team on their own. 
And the only animosity between them and the ball teams in McBride was quite 
often they would beat the McBride ball team and it really got a rivalry going, but 
that's as far as it went. They'd be playing ball on Sunday in town here, the next 
day they'd be working with the same guys out at Sids'. They wouldn't have fights 
or anything like that. 

James: So there was never a problem then? 

J: No, never. Same with the kids going to school. Never trouble with the kids at 
school. 

James: That's good to hear. I think what I'll do here is I'll turn the tape off 
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just for one second until Liz gets back because I've got some questions more 
for the women's side. 

[brief interruption in interview due to telephone call] 

James: \-Vhen you first came here, were there many women working outside 
of the home? 

E: No, not many because ... I'm just trying to think. .. most of the ... 

[end of side two] 

J: ... one [inaudible??] was a hospital. 

E: Of course, how long ago was that? 

James: I just asked l\ilrs. Haan ... I had to change tapes there quick and I just 
asked l\ilrs. Haan if there was other women who had been working outside of 
the home, or did women work outside the home I should say. 

E: Yes they did. Nursing. A lot of the nurses were married and nurses aides were 
married and they came in. The Mennonites, no, they never did. They were people 
at home. Once they were manied ... and they were mostly farmers anyway so they 
had busy women with their gardens and their baking and what have you. 

James: Are there still some Mennonites in operation here? 

E: Oh yeah. there's quite a big one and the girls there ... the younger girls, they go 
out to work but not the married ones. The married ones stay home. A lot of the 

""" younger girls go in to the homes babysitting or doing housecleaning: There was 
school teachers... not very often manied ones. I think they were single ones. 
Maybe a few married ones that had dual purpose and double lives and some of the 
storekeepers and they worked in the restaurants. Some of the women did it to 
bring in extra money. But not like it is now where definitely the [inaudible??] 
main thing now where the husband and wives sort of share up on things and both 
work and both hopefully get on to the house stuff as well and kid rearing and all 
the rest of it. Because children now, there's so much more for them. They're 
either in clubs or skating or hockey or football. A lot of the girls, little girls, go out 
to Valemount or Prince George for dancing lessons ... 

J: Skating lessons. 

E: So I mean there's more for the children so therefore mom's are really busy. 
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They've got 3 or 4 kids, say it's Brownies this night, there's Scouts this night, 
there's crafts this night. So I mean they really are ... 

James: Mom's taxi service sort of thing. 

E:Yeah. 

James: When you first came here, or throughout the years, was there places 
for women to get together just for women, like women's groups or women's 
support groups or ... 

E: Not too much. 

J: Women's Institute. 

E: Oh yeah, there was the Women's Institute and there was a Ladies Auxiliary. 
That was for the hospital. Like they used to meet once ... well they still do meet 
once a month and they raise funds for donating stuff to the hospital, equipment 
and furnishings and whatever the hospital needed. And church groups, of course 
they were there. 

James: And the Women's Institute, what was that? Or what is it? 

E: I don't believe ... it was the same as the Farmer's Institute. It was for country 
women. They had it in England too. There was Women's Institutes. 

J: It's all the way across Canada. 

E: And overseas as well. And women get together once a month and work sewing 
or planning flower shows or baking or .... I can remember my mother being in the 
Women's Institute at home, and this was during the war years. And the Women's 
Institute then would be working towards sending food to the troops or knitting or 
doing home projects, learning more about how to cope with rationing and how to 
grow gardens and all that stuff. So I mean it was ... 

James: The victory gardens? 

E: Yeah. And over here, there was a Women's Institute in Dunster when I first 
came here. They would meet regularly and they would organize the concerts and 
dances. 

J: It was through the Women's Institute that we got the library for the school when 
we first come in here. 
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James: In Dunster? 

J: In Dllnster, when I first went to school in Dunster, the library was sent down 
from ... it was the provincial library in Prince George, and you'd have a shipment 
of books in the fall and then maybe at Christmas time you would send part of that 
shipment back and get another shipment down, like maybe twice a year. And it 
was through the Dunster Women's Institute that created that. 

James: Was there sort of a men's group too? 

J: The Farmer's Institute. 

James: And what was their sort of role? 

J: Different types of seed and different breeds of cattle and husbandry and stuff 
like that was their. 

James: So improving the farm ... 

J: It was the contact between the farmers and the Agricultural department of the 
government. We had speakers come down from Prince or they'd put on a show, 
maybe on how to deliver a problem calf. How to go about doing that or they could 
send down a vet and put on a night of animal, veterinary work, you know, how to 
vaccinate. Because you all had to do your own because when we first went out ... 
one year there was no vet in the valley even. You had to do your own. Learn the 
hard way. 

James: So basically it was to improve the farming in the area and learn the 
trade? 

J: Yeah. 

James: When you first came here, if women needed day care service or 
babysitting services, was there such a thing? 

E: There was no daycare but for my children I got... started off by John's sister, 
leaving them with her. She'd look after them for a winter. Then later on I got a 
Mennonite girl in and she would come into the home, which was nice, and look 
after them. But day cares as such, they do have them now in the valley. There's a 
daycare centre for the children ... 

J: It's been about the last 15 years that they came here, that they've had a daycare 
centre in McBride. Alice [Sack??], she has a daycare centre. 
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James: I was going to ask you if there are any other people that you think we 
could interview? Any names that come to mind? 

J: You could get a hold of maybe Cyrill Jeck. 

E: He's the one that .. . 

James: I think I did write that one down. How about people in the Tete 
Jeune area or Valemount? 

E: There's Howard Brothers. There's still Howards. 

J: There's only one of the old Howard Brothers left now. 

E: Yeah, but there's a mill there isn't it? 

J: Yeah but that's sold. It's changed hands now. I was trying to think of some of 
the other old families that ... well the older generation is gone but there should be 
some of the newer ones there. 

E: Have you interviewed Marilyn Wheeler? 

James: No. We might have and I'll write it down. I haven't myself but we ... 

E: Marilyn Wheeler is from England. She and her husband came out to Canada in 
the '50s I believe. 

J: As school teachers. 

E: She's still fanning on her own and she's very involved with the health care, 
she's been on the regional board for 15 years I believe. 

J: And the historical society. 

E: So you may have already got her. She lives along Eddie Road. 

James: So would she be in the McBride or ... 

E: Yes, she's in McBride. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add, anything you want ... 

E: Oh, Blackman's. There's still Blackman's in town. 
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J: They're in Valemount. They would be one of the .... Because they were there 
when we came in '44. 

E: The family anyway. They have Blackman's Wheel Alignment. I mean that's 
one of the sons, or grandsons or something. So I mean you'll find them in the 
book. And Ellis Blackman ... 

J: That's the mother of the boys isn't it? 

E: No, she was on the hospital board when I was ... and she was very much 
involved in hospital work. 

James: And she's in Valemount stilJ? 

E: She's in Valemount. She must be 80 or some odd. 

J: She would be one of the old-timers in Valemount. 

E: Ellis ... E-L-L-I-S Blackman. And her daughter is Irene. 

J: Who else in Valemount? You could see if you could contact any of the 
Howards. You wouldn't get any of the older ones but you would get some of the 

E: ... the boys, the younger ones. 

J: One boy and one girl live around Tete Jeune or Valemount or some place. 

E: There was one on [inaudible??] basin. She was a Howard girl. Basin, she's on 

J: ... community health association. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add about the area, or living here 
or anything you can think of? 

E: Not right off the bat. You have to tweak our minds to get our thoughts going 
again. It's sort of the questions that bring up the ideas. 

James: Is there anything you want to ask me? 

J: Just whatever comes out of this information that you're gathering, if it will ever 
come into a book form, I would sure like to get the book because that's our 
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history. 

E: Marilyn Wheeler wrote the Robson Valley history. You've heard of that? 

J: I might have the book here somewhere. 

E: It's in the cupboard over there. 

James: I'll turn the tape off now. 

[end of interview] 

Transcribed by: Regine Halseth 
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John and Elizabeth Haan: Summary 
Interviewed on 06/26/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Haan's family came to Dunster in 1944 from Lloyd Minster. His father 
owned a mill with his partner Mr. McNaughton between 1947-1963 called Haan and 
McNaughton. The mill was renamed Haan and Son in 1959. Mr. Haan's family also 
owned the Dunster store from 1944-1955. Mr. Haan and his father became beef farmc1s 
in 1963. However, in 1985 the bank foreclosed and he lost the farm. He states that when 
the road opened between Dunster and McBride, the community changed and became less 
close knit. 

Mrs. Haan came to McBride in 1961 from England and worked as a nurse in 
McBride. She was trained in England as a midwife, general nurse, and psychiatric nurse. 
Mrs. Haan states that the medical personnel in McBride during this period were pioneers. 

Mr. Haan stated that all logging was done with horses until 1957. He said that in 
the 40s, 50s, and 60s, there were at least 65 small mills operating from Dome Creek to 
Tete Jaune Cache. Mr. Haan has many photos of the early logging practices, as well as an 
8mm film. The interview with the Haans went very well. They would be an excellent 
follow up interview for more information. 

Additional Contact 

Marilyn Wheeler 
Ellis Blackmen and his daughter Irene in V alemount 
Hauers in V alemount 
McKirdy in Tete Juan Cache or Valemount 
Mearsmon in Valemount 
Searl Jeck McBride 
Mitch Lamming in Lamming Mills or McBride 
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interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is "5 ._3 0 ...,J...~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 
'--

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. and Mrs. Haan 
Box 374 
McBride, B.C. 
VOJ2EO 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Haan: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Dunster and McBride with you. Thank-you for 
taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper 
Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research 
project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was 
particularly informative to hear your recollections of early logging practices and Haan 
and Son Mill. It was also informative to hear about the numerous tasks Elizabeth 
performed with her training as a midwife, a nurse, and a psychiatric nurse. The map you 
drew depicting Dunster in the 40s and 50s is greatly appreciated. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 


