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Interview #18 The Wlasitz's March 28, 2000 

Rhys: Okay, hello. This is Rhys Pugh, I'm doing my oral history interview 
here with Mr. and Mrs. Wlasitz. The date is the 281

h of March, 2000 and it's 
kind of a cloudy day in the afternoon here. It was nice and sunny this 
morning though, eh? 

Mrs: It was beautiful. 

Rhys: Alright, so where were you born? 

Mr: In Hungary. 

Rhys: Okay, and Mrs. Wlasitz, how about you? 

Mrs. Me too. I was born in Hungary. 

Rhys: Oh, you're both from Hungary. I didn't know that. When did you 
come to the Upper Fraser region, Mr. Wlasitz? 

Mr: Well, the Upper Fraser region in 1929, about September. I come to a little ... 
at first we lived at a little place called Lindup, east of Upper Fraser. 

Rhys: That place was called Lindup? 

Mr: Yup. 

Rhys: How do you spell that? 

Mr.LINDUP. 

Mrs: It's there no more. 

Rhys: Okay, I should check my little map and see. So why did you move to 
Lindup? 

Mr: Well, my father has worked on the railway and the family, we come out to 
Lindup for ... there was a section station there. 

Rhys: [looks at map]. Right there eh? 

Mr: Yup, in here. 
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Mrs: [inaudible??] Penny, the entrance there. 

Rhys: That's good to have it on a map. So you came to Lindup originally and 
your Dad was working on the section crew, is that what you said? 

Mr: That's right. 

Rhys: What kind of stuff did he have to do? 

Mr: Oh they had to change ties and lift the rails and line the track. 

Rhys: So like maintenance things? He didn't like drive the train, right? 

Mr: No, no. 

Mrs: Now what would his ... he would be a section man, considered ... 

Mr: Section laborer. 

Mrs: Section laborer. They usually had one foreman and the crew. 

Mr: They used to have 3 men and a foreman in a crew. 

Mrs: And they did everything with pick and shovel. 

Mr: All by hand, no machine. 

Rhys: Not even a bulldozer or anything? 

Mr: Oh no, no. 

Mrs: Changed ties ... 

Rhys: Oh, they must have had a speeder or something, right? 

Mrs: A speeder. 

Mr: Not at first. 

Rhys: A gas powered speeder? 

Mr: They had one of those hand cars at first and then eventually, they were 
allowed a speeder. The company supplied a speeder and little by little, as things 
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improved, they were ... mechanization went along, such as when they lined the 
rails, when they straightened the rails out, they had a jack to put underneath the 
rail and a long lining bar and that would make it easier to straighten the rails out. 

Rhys: Yeah, yeah exactly. It made sense for the railway company too because 
the guys work faster. So with your Dad on the section crew, could you get 
free rides into Prince George or anything like that? 

Mr: Like yes, he had a pass on the railroad and the family could also use the pass 
to come into Prince George, and as he worked putting in longer years, he had a ... 
oh, I guess it ended up with a 10 year pass, and then a 20 year pass and you could 
travel anywhere on the railroad, including the USA. 

Mrs: With the family? 

Mr: Yes. A free pass .. 

Rhys: So did you take advantage of it often and go around the country? 

Mr: Well in those years you couldn't afford it because the money was scarce. 

Rhys: Oh yeah, because you came in '29 and that was when the depression ... 

Mr: Just the start of the depression. 

Mrs: And he was 9 years old at the time. 

Mr: I was 10 years old when I come to Canada and started back to school from 
Grade 1 because we had to learn the language right from the start and everything. 

Rhys: Oh, I guess so, yeah that must have been hard. 

Mr: Only thing I had to my advantage was arithmetic because I was in Grade 4 
when I left Hungary. 

Rhys: Oh, I guess so. Neither of you have any accent at all as far as I can tell. 

Mrs: You're the first one that says that, everybody else says "you have an accent". 

Mr: Well when you grew up as small kids among children, other children, eh, you 
get away from that accent, and we always spoke English at home because Mom 
and Dad, it would be easier for them to catch on. 
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Rhys: Yes, oh, I see. 

Mr: It made it easier for them. 

Rhys: So you lived in Lindup for how long before ... 

Mr: Oh, I lived at Lindup til I started ... I was 16 years old, after I went through 
grade 8. 

Mrs: You went to school at Longworth, you walked to school. 

Mr: Went to school at Longworth. We walked from Lindup to Longworth, that's 4 
'h miles, and we walked that railroad track every day. 

Rhys: Really? Okay. So did you ever move to Longworth eventually or move 
out a bit? 

Mr: No. Those days you didn't move around very much because people were not 
leaving their jobs. If you got a job you stuck with your job because it wasn't that 
easy to get another job here. 

Rhys: That's interesting but other people I've talked to have said that a lot of 
the men who worked in the forest industry, who've cut down trees and stuff, 
moved around a lot. They didn't stay in one place for very long at all. They 
moved ~ere and there. 

Mr: Yeah, because those were seasonal jobs. See, on the railroad you had a steady 
job. 

Rhys: Oh I see, okay. 

Mr: And your seniority counted as ... if you were working in one place, if you .... 
Like in the forest industry, it was all seasonal jobs. You worked maybe for 4 
months, and then the camp was shut down and then you would have to look for 
another job, first job you could get to. And then you started maybe with another 
company. But as time went by, things changed. Like I started working ... when I 
quit the railroad .... I also worked for the railroad for ... I had a 10 year pass myself. 
Then, well wages were better in the sawmill so I was married then, after I come 
back from overseas, and well I had to make a move. Better my ... there was a 
school there at Sinclair Mills where we lived at the time, and a store and 
everything, and it was closer to Prince George and I started working in a sawmill 
there, and I worked in the sawmill there until 1962, until the sawmill was sold, 
and the new company, Northwood took it over and the sawmill shut down because 
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it wasn't feasible for the company to rebuild, bring it up to date. And they built a 
bigger sawmill at Upper Fraser. And I had a choice to get a job ... they'd give me a 
choice to get a job at Upper Fraser or Giscome and naturally, being closer to 
home, I took the Upper Fraser place, being closer to Sinclair Mills. 

Rhys: Oh I see, okay. What did they have in Giscome there? 

Mr: Oh, they had a big sawmill. It was the biggest sawmill on this line, at 
Giscome. 

Rhys: Oh really? Okay. Also owned by Northwood right? 

Mr: No that was owned ... eventually it was, but at the time it was owned by the 
Whitten Brothers, US, American ... the United States. 

Rhys: Oh that's right. Okay. And that became Northwood didn't it? 

Mr: No, then it-was sold to Don McFee and Roy Spurr took it over, and eventually 
Northwood took it over, it changed hands. Then Northwood amalgamated all the 
tree farms that they had. They had Penny, they had Sinclair Mills, they had Upper 
Fraser, Church sawmills, and then they built a new mill here in Prince George and 
a pulp plant. And then it got to be expanded until it was really big. 

Rhys: And then just a few months ago, Canfor took over Northwood, 
complicating the picture a bit more. 

Mr: Isn't it something, see how it changes. 

Rhys: That's right, and names change and people forget things. 

Mrs: You [inaudible??] the history in 5 minutes. 

Rhys: Oh, I'm going to go into much more detail, don't worry. Actually I 
should ask you, when did you come to the Upper Fraser region. 

Mr: 1947. 

Mrs: Well, we were married 1947 so I came to Lindup in 1947, yeah. And then we 
got a little house in Sinclair Mills that spring, in spring of '48, and that's when we 
ended up in Sinclair Mills. 

Rhys: So why did you move from Lindup to Sinclair Mills? 
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Mrs: Why did we move? Well at that time, Steve was on the section. He was a 
relieving foreman. He was working because he'd been working with the CNR for 
10 years and he was a relieving foreman, meaning that if there's ever a foreman's 
job open, he could bid on it because it always went by your seniority. 

Rhys: Oh, seniority, okay. 

Mrs: He could bid on a steady foreman's job on the section. And so at that point, 
he was working at Dewey as a laborer and also relieving foreman here and there 
during the summer holidays, that's at the point where we were at that time. So 
that's why we settled in Sinclair Mills because it was closer to ... 

Mr: There was a store there and a school. 

Mrs: Yeah, just a little closer to ... 

Rhys: Oh, there's Dewey right there. 

Mrs: Dewey was just a ... only a mile or two from ... 

Mr: Sinclair Mills, just about a mile. 

Mrs: You've got a good start on that stuff if you already have a map of ... 

Rhys: Another guy does the mapping. But he does it from like what people 
explain and stuff like that. This is a longer one. This has gotten into Goat 
River and stuff. So he worked at the section crew? 

Mrs: At Dewey at the time. 

Rhys: That must have been quite a commute, if he lived at ... 

Mrs:; No, he had a little speeder with a little motor on it that he would ... 

Mr: Go back and forth. 

Rhys: So it was yours? 

Mr: Yeah. And I just got permission from the CNR that I could run on the rails 
providing I was careful. I've got to line up and make sure I knew when the trains 
were running. 

Mrs: It had a little Briggs and Stratton motor on it and there was room for two 
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people to sit. Sometimes we would go down towards Bowder Creek and go 
fishing or something. 

Rhys: I can't believe that. 

Mrs: After our first son was born, then he was a tiny baby and we wanted to go up 
to Sinclair Mills to the movie show so sometimes we would go with that little 
speeder. It was only 1 Y2 miles away, or a mile away, but at least we didn't have to 
walk. 

Rhys: Did it have a roof on it? 

Mrs: No. 

Mr: Just open air. 

Mrs: Three wheels and a little motor and a seat. 

Rhys: Three wheels? 

Mrs: Three wheels. 

Mr: Two on the rail, this rail and then there's a guiding wheel. 

Rhys: Oh, I see. Okay. And it had a motor so you didn't have to pedal it. 

Mr: Ohno. 

Rhys: And that's how you'd get to Dewey when you had to work? 

Mr:Yeah. 

Mrs: And to start it, he'd have to push it, run with it and push it until the motor 
started and then he'd jump on. 

Rhys: Or you'd have to run with him too? 

Mrs: No. When we'd be sitting, if that was the case, one would be already sitting. 

Rhys: Not work too hard. 

Mrs: You do things when you're young. 
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Rhys: That's great. That's cute, and why have a car when you ... 

Mr: But there was no roads. 

Rhys: That's wonderful, I really like that. 

Mr: I tell you, a person went through ... seen a lot, went through a lot. It's not like 
now. Now the road is paved right to Hansard Bridge. 

Rhys: Hansard Bridge, is that the one where it's the train and the car right? 

[affirmative responses] 

Mrs: Have you been up there at all? 

Rhys: No but when I took the train out there I remember going over the 
bridge. 

Mr: It's got lights on it so the lights are just like in here, on the street. Red is on so 
long, then it turns green and you can go, and then the other track is ... 

Rhys: It's not nice for the train too because I can remember ... 

Mr: The gate comes down. You cannot cross. 

Rhys: Yes, but actually, they might not tell you this. I was in the cab of the 
train when we were going to cross it because my Dad was friends with the 
guy, and the train like will stop if there's something stuck on the bridge. 
They've got like signals for the train like a few miles back so that it can stop. 

Mr: Yeah, because they're in touch with the watchman by radio. 

Rhys: That's right, exactly. And it's got those signal lights that trains have 
anyway, along the side of the tracks to make sure that ... so the train will stop 
eh. 

Mr: Oh, well you've got a good knowledge of that too. 

Mrs: Who was the engineer on that train? 

Rhys: It was Doug Champagne. Do you know him? 

Mrs: No I don't. I was wondering if it was ... 
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Mr: But we know a fellow that he used to live right next door to us ... 

Mrs: Gary Pollock used to be our neighbour here. He's an engineer on the CN too. 

Rhys: This was on Via · Via Rail. 

Mrs: Well it's the ... VIA is CNR. 

Rhys: But they don't have the same engineers. They have different engineers. 

Mrs: Oh, I see. 

Rhys: I know that he doesn't drive regular trains, just VIA Rail. 

Mr. and Mrs: Oh, I see. 

Mrs: Is VIA rail not owned by CNR? 

Rhys: No, it's owned by the government, it's like a crown corporation like 
Petro Canada is. Like it's sort of half and half. But they work with CNR. 

Mrs: Well, we're learning too you know. 

Rhys: The transcriber is going to be like ... stop talking Rhys. 

Mrs: There will be a lot of delete. 

Rhys: That's right, yeah, yeah. When you got to what was the name?, 
Lindup, yes. When you first moved there in, as you said, 1929, how many 
people do you think lived there? 

Mr: Oh, let's see. There was 2 families, section foreman, and the rest of the 
section crew. Oh, there was a family living in the [bow??] camp, the Chambers. 
Let's see, there was a father, mother, and there must have been 6 kids .... 12 ... 

Rhys: So under 50? 

Mr: Under 50 yes. 

Mrs: Way under 50. That was just that little community, because there was a 
station there, a CNR station. 

Rhys: And that's the only reason people lived there · because there was a 
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station? 

Mr: The station that's here in Prince George, that come from Penny, see after they 
shut Lindup down, the crew stayed at Longworth because they extended the line 
for the crew to look after. They moved the station by flatcar to Penny because the 
Penny station burned down. So that station that you see here in Prince George is 
the original Lindup station. 

Rhys: Really? I didn't know that. I went through the railway museum so 
many times. 

Mr: Yeah, they moved that station on a flatcar from Lindup. 

Mrs: I think Bob Harkins had a commentary on TV and he did say that it was the 
old Lindup station. 

Rhys: So that's reasonably well known eh? 

Mrs: Yeah. 

Rhys: If I gave you a piece of paper, do you think you'd be able to draw a 
map of Lindup in the 30s? 

Mr: I'm not very much of an artist or a drawer. 

Mrs: I can draw one quickly enough. You just tell me where everything was. 

Mr: Oh yeah, okay. 

Mrs: You just tell me where everything was. 

Rhys: Okay, I'll give you a piece of paper. 

Mrs: It wasn't much of a town as far as I was ... 

Mr: Do you want it to look an aerial map? 

Rhys: Yeah exactly. It's not allowed to take more than 5 minutes. 

Mrs: Because I can only remember as [inaudible??] 

Mr: Do you want a pencil so you can erase? 
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Mrs: The railroad ... I'll just tell you, the railroad track was here and the station 
was here and your house was here on the north, your mom and dad's house. 

Mr: On a knoll. 

Mrs: On a hill. And there was a big ravine between them and there was Joe 
Cobra's trappers' cabin about there, a trapper, an old fellow trapper was there. 
And there was a ravine here, like a creek running through here. I don't know 
which way it went. Where was the ... 

Mr: That's North. 

Mrs: This is North. 

Mr: And then Bejinko's house was ... 

Mrs: Over here out in the field here somewhere. 

Mr: Not too far because you've got to put Chambers' place down there yet. So 
about here is where they lived, but not quite that close. I should have had ... 

Mr: And then the water tank beside the railroad track was here, it supplied the 
water for the steam engines. 

Rhys: Oh okay. Did it have a sand tower or a coal bin or anything like that? 

Mr: Oh, I have a picture. 

Mrs: Was it this creek they took the water from? 

Mr: No. Lindup Creek. 

Mrs: And that was coming here somewhere. This is very crude. 

Rhys: That's fine. 

Mrs: Just a general idea. And where were the Chambers' then? 

Mr: Right here. 

Mrs: No Bejinko's lived there. 

Mr: Chambers were just a little further over. 
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Mrs: Up here. 

Rhys: Actually if you could label the houses that would be good. Like 
Chambers' house, that sort of thing. 

Mrs: Matt Lositt's in the ... Bujyinke ... 

Mr: Also a Hungarian family. 

Mrs: And Chambers. Actually, Mrs. Chambers still lives in Sinclair Mills. And 
this was Joe Cobra. 

Mr: Trapper. 

Mrs: He was a trapper. 

Rhys: Do you think Mrs. Chambers would want ... do you think she'd want 
to be interviewed? 

Mrs: I don't know, I really don't know. 

Mr: Station. 

Rhys: And then the water tower and ... what was the creek in the middle, the 
one with the ravine? 

Mrs: This was ... you said which creek was this? 

Mr: Lindup Creek. 

Mrs: Lindup Creek, and then which one ... what was the one ... it probably had no 
name. It was a tiny little ... 

Mr: Oh gee, I don't know. I don't think ... just a small creek. I don't think it had a 
name. 

Mrs: But it had a big ravine, like big banks on either side. He used to go up on the 
knoll and ski down, you know. It was small. 

Rhys: Did you have a ski jump at all? 

Mr: Oh sometimes we did. 
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Mrs: You know, just a nice little hill that he could walk up there and then ski 
down. 

Rhys: A lot of people I've talked to have said they were either Scandinavian 
... there were lots of Scandinavian people there so they did lots and lots of 
skiing, with ski jumps and ... 

Mr: Well some of the Scandinavians even made their own skis in those days. They 
split the birch straight and they paint it down, dried it, and they used pine tar for a 
finish and wax. And you didn't have to have different waxes for different types of 
weather. One waxing job would do all. 

Mrs: One wax did all. He did the waxing too, didn't you. You burned the wax? 

Mr: Oh yeah, burnt the pine tar, mixed with the wax, right into the wood. Just go 
back and forth over the open flame til the tar boiled. It's just like treated wood. 

Rhys: Really, that's neat. 

Mr: Yeah, and it would last for years, and to bend it, you heat the birch wood and 
put it in a ... you cut out a form just like the bend and you put it in there, and you 
have your ski in the front cut in a knot so you could tie a string to it and you could 
bring it back as much of a bend you wanted, and when the ski was hot, really hot, 
and saturated with that pine tar and wax, you put this form in, tied it on and left it 
to dry til it cooled completely off before you take that form off, pattern off. And it 
stayed ... and if it went down again you did the same thing. And later on ... and the 
wooden skis had a groove right down the middle to make it easier to steer. 

Rhys: Yeah,just like a keel in a boat. The map looks complete there. You've 
got north ... 

Mrs: Only I should have had it this way so I could have spread these people out a 
little more. 

Rhys: It doesn't matter, we get the gist of it. 

Mrs: There was two people here, or how many people in this house? 

Mr: A family, two ... 

Mrs: You guys was 5. 

Mr:Yeah. 
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Mrs: No, 6? 6 people and 6 kids, one in here. How many in Bujiko's? 

Mr:4. 

Mrs: And how many in Chambers? About 8. 6 kids. 

Mr: 8. 

Mrs: There were 8 people there. There's your ... 

Rhys: Do any people live in the station? 

Mrs: Oh yeah, the section men. 

Mr: Joe Denicola and Sam Demidio. 

Mrs: Jeff Denicola was in the ... 

Mr: Yup. 

Mrs: Section. Okay. 

Rhys: Okay, so two people lived there. 

Mr: Yeah, I was looking through my army pictures and I found a picture of 
Armand Denicola. He used to go to school there at Longworth with us because his 
folks lived at Shelley and it was a long walk, longer walk to the school there, and 
through more wilderness than at Lindup. 

Rhys: Where was the river? Was it on the bottom side? 

Mrs: The river is quite a few miles south of the ... 

Mr: The river would be down at the bottom here, across ... 

Mrs: About how many miles, Steve? 

Mr: About 2 miles below from the railroad track. 

Mrs: When he was a kid, when he was going to school still ... 

Mr: I used to carry the mail for the logging .. . for the camp crew, from the post 
office. 
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Mrs: Was it a logging crew down at the river? 

Mr: Yup. They had a camp there. 

Mrs: Okay. 

Rhys: Oh, I see. So there's another settlement closer to the river? 

Mr: Well there was a bunch of men working there, maybe 40-45 men working in 
the logging camp. 

Rhys: But you guys didn't count it as Lindup? 

Mr: Yup. 

Rhys: You did? 

Mr: Well, we just-stayed at Lindup. 

Mrs: It wasn't counted as ... Lindup was just a little community and then there 
was the camps. 

Mr: The camp was separate altogether. 

Mrs: See, camps always move anyway. 

Rhys: That's right, oh I see. 

Mrs: But going to school, he would pick up the mail for the men at the camp ... 

Mr: From Longworth. 

Mrs: At Longworth, bring it home ... 

Mr: Because we had to walk ... 

Mrs: And then after school he'd head down to the river ... 

Mr: Down to the river and when the camp was across the river, they'd come 
across with the boat and give me a ride in the boat across the river to the camp, 
had supper there, and deliver the mail. And if there was anybody who had any 
mail going out, registered mail or anything else, or money orders, I'd get it for 
them and bring back the change and the receipts and everything was done. 
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Mrs: And you forgot the best part, the cook used to fill up a brown bag of 
cookies ... 

Mr: Right. Like they had day old cookies or cake or anything ... well, you know, 
they don't put it back on the table. It was always fresh everyday pretty well. So 
he'd give us ... Oh, he says, "feed it to your chickens". It's too good to give away 
to the chickens. Not in those [inaudible??] day olds. 

Mrs: There was 3 siblings at home waiting for him to come home. 

Mr: So that was a treat. 

Rhys: Did you get paid for the job too? Sorry to interrupt. 

Mr: Well, I'll tell you what happened. The boss, he's an old, old oldtimer, wore a 
big black hat, Jake Smithy, took his black hat around the bunk.houses and took up 
a collection. I'll never forget that. 

Mrs: At the end of the logging season. 

Mr: Yeah, just about the end of the season, and I know he collected ... I think it 
was $19 or $20 dollars. Wow! Those days? 

Rhys: Yeah, good work! 

Mr: Boy, I'll tell you, I was one happy boy. 

Rhys: Oh, I guess so. That would be quite a bit too. So where would you guys 
go for groceries when you were growing up. 

Mr: Longworth. We had the store at Longworth, from Lindup. And like Mom had 
a pass on the railroad, she would often go ... coming to Prince George on the train 
and shop for groceries and come back on the train. 

Mrs: And you could ship it on the train too if you liked. 

Mr: Oh yeah, like the grocery stores ... the stores would box up groceries and tie it 
up and then put a tag on it and then take it over to the station and it would go by 
train, and then it would just be unloaded at the station for you. 

Rhys: Oh, I see. And you'd just go and pick it up. 

Mrs: Well, sometimes they would ... like if you a lot of luggage, they would just 
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take it ... 

Mr: Put it in the baggage car and you didn't have to pack it with you or anything. 

Mrs: The conductors put it on and then they unloaded it for you. 

Mr: They would just put it down at the station and then you just took it home. 

Mrs: You know, people kind of looked after each other in those days. Like we had 
these regular passenger trains going through quite regularly but then there was the 
way freight that went through 2 or 3 times a ... 

Mr: 3 times a week. Monday going to McBride, Tuesday going to Prince George, 
Wednesday and Thursday, Friday and Saturday back to Prince George again. 

Mrs: And they always went through early in the morning. 

Mr: And the mail -went every second day to Prince George. 

Rhys: Okay, repeat that. Monday was going to McBride, Tuesday to Prince 
George, how about Wednesday? 

Mr: Wednesday going to McBride. Thursday back to Prince George, Friday to 
McBride, Saturday back to Prince George. There was no train on Sunday. 

Mrs: And it was neat. If we took the way freight to Prince George Saturday at 
11 :00, we'd get into Prince George to do a quick shopping, whatever, and then 
catch the train going back out at the end ... 

Mr: Because the train didn't leave Prince George here til 9:00. 

Mrs: Catch the passenger train going back. 

Mr: Give you enough time to come in on the way freight and pick up your 
groceries, whatever you needed to do shopping, and you had enough time to ... 

Mrs: Vouchers, dental, whatever. 

Rhys: So it would get into Prince George at what time? 

Mrs: 1:30? Quarter after 1:00? 

Mr: 1 :30 - 2:00. Somewhere in there. 
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Mrs: Because it left Sinclair at 11 :00. 

Mr: Yeah, it would give you enough time to do your shopping and come back on 
the passenger. 

Rhys: And what time would the passenger leave Prince George? 

Mr: Passenger would leave 9:00 at night. 

Rhys: Oh you could go to a movie or something too. 

Mr: Yeah. And the what we called the way freight had a passenger car on it, it was 
actually carrying freight but it had a passenger for passengers, people. 

Rhys: Oh, they'd stick it at the end. 

Mr: Yeah. 

Rhys: Did they ever have just passenger trains? 

Mr: Oh yes, passenger trains 3 times a week, Monday ... 

Mrs: That was the regular passenger. 

Mr: Regular passenger that carried mail. 

Mrs: And the lady that worked at the post office had to meet the train ... the 
passenger train going into Prince George always came through from Jasper late at 
night didn't it? Sometimes midnight? 

Mr: Yeah, or early in the morning, I :00 I think, or something. 

Mrs: Mrs. [Allen??] was working at the post office and she would knit and sit up 
until midnight or I :00 in the morning when she had to go in and get the mail, 
meet the train, hand in the bag of mail and take the ... 

Mr: And same thing when it's coming back. She met the train when it was coming 
back from Prince George. 

Mrs: That's how we got our mail. 

Rhys: At least the mail came right to you. You didn't have to pick it up at 
Longworth. 
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Mr: No, mail would come right there. 

Mrs: Mind you now, we're mixing things up. This was not at Lindup, this was at 
Sinclair Mills. We've jumped our generation here. 

Rhys: Have we? So the thing where you're talking about the train went to 
McBride Monday, to Prince George Tuesday ... what time was that? Was 
that in the 30s or was that later on? 

Mrs: That was in '48. In those days. 

Mr: Yeah, right up to '48. 

Mrs: And right up to '50 something. 

Mr: They never changed the schedule very much. 

Mrs: They never ehanged much but those were the days that we ... 

Rhys: The people in Lindup there, was it mostly families? 

Mr: Yes. Families like ... families of the section crew. 

Mrs: So you guys went to ... all walked to school together. It must have been a 
whole bunch of kids walking. 

Rhys: Why do you think there were so many Hungarians that settled there? 

Mr: It just happened that way, I suppose. 

Mrs: Just immigrants in those days, immigrants ... most of the immigrants, like 
the Hungarians, Ukrainians, people like that they were not readily accepted in the 
east. Like when you immigrated from Europe ... 

Mr: They wouldn't allow the immigrants to even get off the train in eastern 
Canada, like Quebec. 

Mrs: Go west young man, go west. 

Rhys: And that was an order? 

Mrs: Yeah. 
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Mr: Like they wanted people ... like labourers were really wanted on the prairies, 
farmers needed help. So they shunted all the people they could get to help out in 
the fanning. That's why they didn't allow .... And there wasn't much industries to 
go around, work to go around, in eastern Canada. They had local ... enough local 
people. So they had everybody come west. A lot of them settled on the farms and 
a lot of them came west, working in the lumber industries, sawmills, bush camps. 

Rhys: What kind of a background did your Dad have in Hungary? Was he a 
farmer back there? 

.. 

Mr: He was a bricklayer by trade but work was very scarce because ... see, you 
could only have so many bricklayers, then there's no more jobs. 

Rhys: It depends on construction too. 

Mr: That's right too and everybody goes for these trades, you know, and then 
pretty soon there's so many tradesmen there's not enough jobs for them, like we 
see here in Canada. 

Mrs: And in the old country, the people would believe that Canada was paved in 
gold, the land of plenty, let's go. 

Rhys: When you came here, were you disappointed with Canada? 

Mr: Oh no. 

Rhys: I mean, not in the sense that it was a bad country but was it not quite 
as wonderful as you thought it would be? 

Mrs: Our parents ... we were just kids so we wouldn't know the difference but our 
parents had a probably a rude awakening because they hit the depression years. 

Mr: See the realization for the children come, you could have more things here, 
because money was more available. Your parents could afford it where out in 
Europe, it was not as easily gotten as here. There were Italians, Portuguese, 
Spanish, every nationality under the sun in Canada. 

Mrs: And Steve's family was actually lucky. I don't know how your Dad lucked 
out and landed a job with the CNR. Even through the depression he had a job. 

Mr: Well he always had a job dear, even during the depression. You heard of 
people riding the rails, boxcars? 
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Rhys: Did you know anyone who rode the rails? 

Mrs: My Dad did. 

Mr: I did a few times myself when I went from here to there looking for work but 
not much. 

Rhys: What do you mean when you rode the rails? Would you actually be on 
top of the car? 

Mr: Right on top of the -boxcar. 

Rhys: And your Dad did that too? 

Mrs: My dad did yes, to get from one place to another. Because he came out as a 
laborer from Europe too and the only thing you could find jobs was maybe 
farming in Saskatchewan or Alberta and you kind of had to go from place to place 
wherever you cq_uld find a job but you didn't have enough money for the fare. So 
to get there you just jumped on the .... 

Rhys: The train was going there anyway. 

Mr: As the war come in 1939, well just before 1930, about 37-38, things started to 
pick up. Jobs were more readily available, and then in 1939 when the war broke 
out, well everything just went wild. They couldn't produce enough lumber 
because everything went to the war effort. The farmers had to produce more 
because of the armies, feeding armies overseas, and cattle. Beef had to be raised 
and everything else. 

Rhys: Some people that I talked to said that because there were so many ... 
well the person I talked to this morning said that because there were so many 
men fighting in Europe or serving in the army or whatever, that they had 
women working in sawmills? Did you hear of that or know of any women 
working in sawmills, just because there weren't any men left? 

Mr: There were probably some places but not too much up here until late. You see 
more women working now than before. 

Mrs: In my experience we never heard of women working in the sawmills. 

Mr: There is now at the [inaudible??] I've seen. 

Mrs: I know, there's plenty now and has been for the last 20 years but ... 
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Mr: Especially in the offices, doing office work and light duty work, cleaning up, 
you know, after the mill shut down, the cleaning up after everything' s shut down. 

Rhys: Do you think there were many women who worked in sawmills during 
the war just because ... 

Mrs: I don't think so. 

Mr: No, I don't think so. It was still ... I don't know. 

Mrs: They worked in canneries, I understand. Women worked in canneries and the 

Mr: I'll tell you why that is. 

Mrs: Well they were building airplanes, they were using ... 

Rhys: My Nana worked in Canada Car. 

Mrs: They used a female labour force ... but not in the lumbering industry because 
it was considered too rough a job to begin with. 

Mr: See, I'll tell you why, because modernization these days makes it easier to 
work and the women can handle it where before, you didn't have the ... as much 
machinery doing the work like they have now, so therefore, women are able to do 
the work in place of the men. 

Mrs: And I thought it was just a trend because you never saw women in offices ... 
not at first... 

Mr: No, not. 

Mrs: You never saw a woman in the cookhouse. Now it's very common for a 
cookhouse to have all women. 

Mr: And a lot of women cooks go out into these bush camps, go way up north, go 
into these gold mines and cooking and getting jobs where. I don't think it was 
heard of before. 

Mrs: No, not in my mind. 

Rhys: Why do you think that changed? 
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Mrs: Just women's lib. 

Mr: Yeah, I was going to say that. 

Mrs: Yeah, it all changed since then, somehow or another. I can remember the 
kerfuffle in Sinclair Mills when one of the girls got a job in the sawmill. 

Rhys:Whathappened? 

Mrs: You will have to edit this one out. 

Rhys: Do you want me to like stop the tape? Okay. 

[tape stops] 

Mr: Yeah, it was a funny thing at that time, that it sort of wasn't accepted. 

Mrs: Even planting trees, they used to go ... the men would plant trees, go out in ... 
especially a burnt slash, a bum area - this is in more recent years - and they would 
come home absolutely black from all this char and soot. Oh them poor guys and 
they were just dead tired. And it was in the '70s some time, one of the foremen on 
the crew asked if the ladies, "if you ladies would consider planting trees", and we 
kind of looked at each other and "us"? But we didn't say no. We said yes we'd try 
it and we were practically the first crew in the north. 

Rhys: Oh that's neat. So you were in that crew? 

Mrs: To go up and plant trees, yeah. 

Rhys: That must have been interesting. Were you working just with other 
women or with the guys too? 

Mr: Mostly all women. 

Mrs: Mostly the women but with the guys, they were ... 

Mr: The foreman. 

Mrs: The foreman and tying ribbons and up carrying trees because they had to 
carry the trees to you and all sorts of things. 

Rhys: That's interesting. I never wanted to plant trees. It seems too 
strenuous. 
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Mrs: Have you ever planted ... 

Rhys: No. 

Mrs: See, we used to plant for the forest service and plant by the hour so it wasn't 
too bad. We were able to handle that. It wasn't bad at all. But then later on they 
went by contract and then you only got paid for how many trees you planted. 

Rhys: Yeah, you'd get 5 cents a tree or something. 

Mrs: Yeah, hours are different ... and now the contractors ... well it's basically true 
all over, contractors take over and all. 

Rhys: What did you do for fun when you were growing up? What did you do 
for fun and then the next part is what did your parents do for fun? 

Mr: Fishing, mainly. Hunting. Skiing in the winter time, snowshoeing. And 
whenever we had a chance we had ballgames. We had one school competing 
against the other. 

Rhys: Did you actually go out of town, like Longworth? 

Mr: Longworth, yeah. There's two schools there, one on the river and one up 
town. Because there was a mill at Longworth so there's quite a big population 
there. 

Rhys: How many do you think, incidently? 

Mr: Oh I would say maybe 150 people. Well that mill that they moved to Upper 
Fraser was at Longworth. Well it was 36 kids in the school so I would say there 
would be about 150 people. 

Mrs: And there was one sawmill in Longworth? 

Mr: Yeah, one sawmill. 

Mrs: Gee, there were sawmills dotted all along the line everywhere. 

Rhys: Yeah, it sounds like that. 

Mrs: And some big mills. 

Rhys: How about your parents then, what did they do for fun, for 
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entertainment? 

Mr: Go to church on Sunday when the priest come around and hold services ... 

Mrs: But he held the service when ... in a private home because there was no 
church there. Is that right? 

Mr: Yeah. 

Rhys: So you wouldn't go to Longworth for church? 

Mr: Oh no. He would come right to Lindup and we looked forward to it when he 
used to come. He used to bring us fish hooks, fish lines. He was Father McGrath. 
I'll never forget him. He was an old Irishman. 

Rhys: Was he an oblate? 

Mr: Yeah. 

Rhys: I'm Catholic. 

Mrs: Okay, then you understand. 

Mr: Yeah, he brought fish lines, fish hooks for all of us, divided it all up and 
everybody was happy. 

Rhys: Did your parents go visiting very often or ... 

Mr: Oh yeah, they'd go visiting, probably go play cards, card games. There was no 
television. 

Rhys: Did you have radio at all? 

Mr: Oh yeah, we had radio. 

Rhys: Oh really, okay. What could you get on the radio? 

Mr: Oh you could get Calgary, Prince ... I don't know if Prince George had a 
station at that ... way back then yet. No. 

Rhys: Edmonton maybe? 

Mrs: Yeah, maybe not way back. There was a Prince George station when we got 
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married. 

Mr: Yeah, that was in the 40s. Yeah, Calgary, Edmonton. And I don't know 
whether we got any reception further than that. Oh, we used to get ... once in 
awhile we'd get an American station. 

Rhys: Oh, Seattle or something like that? 

Mr: Yeah, something that was just across the line. 

Rhys: Or Vancouver too? You probably got stuff from ... 

Mr: Oh, Vancouver yeah. 

Mrs: Was that the big radio or did you have a small radio before that? 

Mr: No, that was the big radio and after we got that big [Croslie?] then, it had 
short wave on i-t and that was ... we'd fiddle around with short wave, we could 
receive overseas and everything else but you couldn't understand the languages. 

Mrs: [inaudible??] Mexican, yeah. 

Mr: Well that was different then. 

Rhys: Why is it then that when you turn on the radio now, all you can hear is 
Prince George stations. How can you possibly have heard Calgary and 
Edmonton ... 

Mrs: That's interesting isn't it. 

Mr: Well you can get ... 

Mrs: How often we had two stations on this radio. We did have an outdoor aerial 
though. I don't know if you did. 

Mr: Yup. Yeah we had ... 

Mrs: Have you heard of an aerial wire, two big poles with a wire stuck in 
between ... 

Mr: Oh, 50 feet high and the aerial was about 150 feet long [inaudible??] wire, 
and when the leading wire come to the wire, it had a lightning arrester on it in 
case the lightning hit the antennae, it wouldn't come into your house. It would go 
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right straight down into the ground. That's why the reception was better. 

Mrs: That might have made a difference. 

Rhys: Because you had the antennae. 

Mrs: We just called it aerial wires. 

Rhys: Did you have electricity in Lindup? 

Mr:No. 

Rhys: And I guess you had to have a well and an outhouse and stuff like 
that? 

Both: Oh yeah. 

Mrs: And actually, the well, he had ... they had a pump down below at that creek, 
that creek that I drew, that's where they drew water from. 

Rhys: Oh, the same one that they got for the train? 

Mrs: No, it was a different creek. It was in between the houses then. 

Mr: That little creek. 

Rhys: That was closer to you anyway. 

Mrs: So they didn't have to have a well. But in most cases, what about the people 
at Penny? Would they have had wells there, at Longworth, would they have wells 
or did they all have [inaudible??] creeks. 

Mr: They had wells at Longworth. Some were good .. ... 

[ end of side one] 

Mr: ... sandy soil, you got good water. If you were in clay, it's pretty hard to get 
good water. But mostly it depended on running creeks because there was no 
pollution. Now ... 

Rhys: But you wouldn't take it out of the Fraser probably? 

Mr: No, Fraser is always muddy. I don't think anybody drank water out of the 
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Fraser unless there's a dire necessity. 

Rhys: That's right, maybe those moose [inaudible??] 

Mrs: And that old Joe, the trapper, he used to always ... his favorite saying was 
"once you drink that Fraser water, you will always come back. You will never 
leave this country". 

Rhys: Really? Oh, okay. I wonder why? 

Mrs: Maybe you'll never leave. 

Rhys: Yeah, yeah. Exactly. 

Mr: But most of the creeks were all springs coming out of the [inaudible??]. 

Rhys: That's clean water, yeah. And you're not going to drink from a slough 
oraswamp. -

Mr: Ohno. 

Mrs: It won't taste good. 

Rhys: And you could catch beaver fever or something. 

Mrs: But some of the water up there even now, it's so pristine, it just bubbles over 
the rock and so clean and I think ... 

Mr: Like at the north end of Pass Lake, way up north, east of Sinclair Mills, 
there's a huge spring, I'll betcha it's about that big, just boils right out of the rock. 

Rhys: Really? 

Mr: Feeds Pass Lake with water. That is amazing. You've seen that? 

Mrs: Oh yeah, we've taken water from there actually. 

Rhys: So the spring feeds the entire lake? 

Mr: Yeah. Yeah, it's a regular creek running into the lake, feeding the lake. Of 
course there's other streams ... 

Mrs: There's other things that feed the lake too ... 
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Mr: But this one especially it's hµge. 

Rhys: I wonder where it comes from? 

Mr: Right out of the rock. 

Mrs: From the rock, just out of the rock. Who knows where it's coming from. 

Rhys: But where does the water come from? I always wonder about stuff like 
that. 

Mr: Well look at Yellowstone?? Park. 

Rhys: Those geysers, yeah. 

Mr: We see on TV how those different geysers, it's just steam coming in and 
some of the springs are just mud keeps coming up. 

Mrs: You'd have to ask the geologists actually where does the water originate. 

Mr: It's a spring, way, way down and I guess the pressure of the earth .... Where 
does the water come from though? It must be compressed to a point .. . 

Rhys: I don't know. I don't have to sound stupid on the tape. I know, I've 
always wondered about that though. I'll find out eventually. That's why I'm 
in history, not in geology. 

Mrs: That's for another person to worry about. 

Rhys: That's right, exactly. So you moved to Longworth eventually right? 

Mr: To Sinclair Mills. 

Mrs: We didn't move to Longworth. His family always lived at Lindup until they 
retired and moved to Kelowna, the old folks'. 

Rhys: And you moved there because it was the mill job right? 

Mrs: Well no, at that time no, because he was working at Dewey. He was on the 
section at Dewey at the time so we moved to Sinclair Mills, when we got married 
that was. And earlier than that he was ... he lived in and out of home, you know. 
When he was 16 he went out to work at mills as a ... 
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Mr: Logging camps, I worked at logging camps. You see those pictures when I'm 
dressed with an apron and I worked in the camps, cooks helper, and then when 
there was a job come open on the CNR, I started there and then when there was no 
job on the CNR, I went to work in the logging camps and back and forth. 

Rhys: How would you get a job back then? Did you have a resume? 

Mr: Oh well, they get to know you and if you're a good worker, you don't need a 
resume. They know you, you're reliable. 

Mrs: We didn't know what a resume was. 

Mr: Never heard of it. 

Rhys: My sister who is 9 has a resume. 

Mrs: Like any job I've ever asked for, I've just got it and never even been turned 
down, which sometimes you'd think ... 

Mr: You got a job mostly by reputation. If you were a good worker, reliable, you 
got a job. And if you're lazy, you just poke around, they'd have second thoughts 
about hiring you. 

Rhys: That's right, maybe they were desperate or something. 

Mrs: There wasn't as many people, tpat's for sure. 

Rhys: What were the negative aspects of living in ... you can do Lindup first, 
then Sinclair Mills. I'm trying to force you to think of some bad stuff. 

Mrs: Deep snow. 

Mr: Oh, we had terrific snows. And cold weather. 

Mrs: Very cold weather. 

Mr: Remember when we lived at Sinclair Mills we used to ... when I went from 
[inaudible??] to Hutton, it was 45-50 below zero. 

Mrs: I know that. We're still in Lindup Steve. You're still in Lindup. 

Mr: Oh Lindup. It was cold there too, 45. I don't think there were very many days 
that we missed school, do you know that? We just dressed for it. 
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Mrs: The biggest drawback in those days was not to have school available to the 
children. That was the greatest drawback. Other than that, it wasn't impossible to 
get your groceries. You know, the train went ... we got used to traveling on the 
train, getting to ... 

Mr: And you could always send an order into any of these grocery stores by mail 
and they would fill your order and ship it out by train. 

Rhys: How would you pay it? 

Mr: Well you just sent a money order from your post office there on the next ... 

Mrs: Often with the order, you sent the money order often times, later on. 

Rhys: I guess people trusted you a little bit. 

Mr: Yeah, they'd give you 30 days of credit so there was no problem. 

Rhys: And if people aren't moving around too, it's not hard to find you if 
you don't pay. 

Mr: That's right too. There was none of this you'd skip the country and you'd 
leave a big bill behind. 

Mrs: And the Eaton's catalogue was a standby for all clothing and footwear. 

Mr: You'd shop by mail from Eaton's. 

Mrs: You had one paper, the Free Press weekly. Was it the Free Press Prairie 
Farmer? 

Rhys: Where was that out of? 

Mr: Winnipeg. 

Mrs: You've heard of that haven't you? 

Rhys: No. Free Press Prairie Farmer? 

Mr: From Winnipeg yeah. 

Rhys: You weren't really farmers? 
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Mr: No, but there was a lot of ideas about this and that and everything else. People 
would ask questions, some would answer ... 

Mrs: There weren't a lot of papers available in those days, you know. Not as many 
as now. 

Rhys: How much would it cost to get a subscription to the Globe and Mail or 
something like that? 

Mrs: At that time we ... 

Mr: I don't think we ever heard of it. 

Mrs: We probably never heard of it. 

Mr: We wouldn't get Ontario papers. Vancouver paper was available. 

Mrs: The Globe and Mail is the Vancouver one, right? 

Rhys: No, that's Toronto. 

Mrs: That's Toronto, okay. That's how much I know about papers. 

Rhys: From the Toronto area, it's back east. 

Mr: Well yeah. Winnipeg is the only .... 

Mrs: If we came to town and picked up a paper on a newstand ... There was ... 

Mr: Gundy' s News. 

Mrs: Gundy's News, you cold stop and pick up a paper. 

Rhys: What did the guys who worked in the logging camps do for fun? What 
was their entertainment. When they got their paycheck, how did they spend 
it? 

Mr: Poker. That was the biggest entertainment. I can tell you something about 
poker. 

Rhys: Okay, sure. 

Mr: When payday come, there was poker going all night and into next day. And 
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some boys walked out of there with nothing, broke, and they sold anything they 
could get. That's how I got my pair of skis. Young fellow, he lost his paycheck 
and he was broke and he wanted to sell me his skis and ski poles. He just got a 
brand new pair of skis. So I got these skis, I think it was ... not sure, $6. They were 
made out of maple. Dale has those skis. He wanted them for a souvenir. 

Mrs: It had a foot to hold ... it had a thing to slip your foot into in the front but to 
hold your heal in it had kind of a spring up there. 

Mr: Oh, those harnesses were altogether different than now. 

Mrs: It's nothing like you see today. 

Mr: I never seen any ski boots in them days. It just went around your heal of your 
rubber boot. 

Rhys: You must have had awful ankle injuries if you fell? 

Mr: Oh yeah, of course. 

Rhys: Because the reason they have boots is so that you can't twist your 
ankle right? 

Mrs: But you didn't go into ski, you just more or less went into it for fun, in an 
easy way. You didn't go at it full tilt like they do today. 

Rhys: So you didn't go ski jumping and do stunts. 

Mrs: No, nothing like that. 

Mr: Oh no, ski jumping skis were ... I know the Swedes used to make special skis 
for ski jumping and they were heavy skis and wide, wide skis. I think they had 
two or three grooves in the bottom so they would go straight. 

Mrs: And [inaudible??] from one village to another. Sometimes somebody would 
just take their skis to go to a dance because there would be a dance hall at all those 
different places along the line. 

Mr: And they'd ski right down the railroad track, from Longworth it would go 
right through to Penny. 

Mrs: It's faster than walking and they had no other means of getting ... there was 
no highway or road between these communities at all. It was only the railroad 
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track. 

Rhys: So you could go to dances in like Longworth and they had a dance hall 
in Sinclair Mills? 

Mr: Oh yeah. Boys from Sinclair Mills used to come to Longworth dances and 
boys from Longworth dances used to go to Sinclair Mills, back and forth. 

Rhys: Was there much adversity between them? Was there a sense of like 
we're the Longworth boys and we're going to beat you up? 

Mr: No, it seems like ... 

Mrs: No, it was like we're happy to see you. There's miles of bush between us. 

Rhys: Okay, they wouldn't get into fights over women and stuff like that? 

Mr: No, that's what kind of puzzles me. Like now, you have these gangs, you 
know, rivalry gangs. Everybody got along. 

Rhys: You mentioned the poker stuff. Would they leave town when they got 
their paycheck, loggers and stuff. 

Mr: Some would come into Prince George and stay, drink til most of their 
cheques were gone, some stayed right in camp. And once you start losing, then 
you keep on playing hoping to get it back, and you go down lower and lower and 
lower til you lose everything, and then when you lose everything .. . 

Mrs: But I think what Rhys was asking is that the winner, the one who took all, 
what did he do? 

Mr: Well he would be gone. 

Mrs: Did he leave or does he stick around? 

Mr: Once he saw he was way ahead, he'd just pull out of the game and gone with 
the winnings. The others didn't like that because he was gone with their money 
and they wouldn't have a chance to get it back. 

Mrs: Did he leave town or did he just go to his bunkhouse and sleep it off? 

Mr: He would eventually go into town, go into Prince George. 
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Mrs: But he always came back to cut some more logs. 

Mr: Oh yeah, he'd come back and make up and next payday it was the same thing. 

Mrs: Yeah, with another loot. Some of them got rich on it, no doubt. 

Rhys: I bet if you cheated at poker, you'd be so ... 

Mr: It'd be so bad if he were caught. They'd just run you out of camp. You 
couldn't get a job there. 

Rhys: Oh, I'm sure you wouldn't yeah. And if you came back, they'd beat 
you up or something. 

Mr: Oh sure. 

Mrs: And don't forget in those days, men worked very hard. I mean they would 
cut logs by crosscut in the bush, just by a hand saw. 

Rhys: Were there any single parent families ... 

Mr: Never heard of it, never heard of single parent families. 

Rhys: Until when? 

Mrs: Until the free for all started. 

Rhys: About what decade do you think? 

Mrs: Probably til after the hippie era. 

Rhys: So the early 60s or the 70s? 

Mrs: Yeah the early 60s, you know that freedom generation. Yeah, I would agree 
it's the ... 

Mr: Everybody was surprised by the hippies. You know, they were just ... there 
was no rhyme or reason. Everybody was just ... 

Mrs: They had their own lifestyle for sure. 

Mr: Well they lived in sort of together in communes. They didn't.. .. Nobody 
would mix with them because they didn't believe in it. How can you live off the 
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land? That's what the idea was. And they wouldn't recognize authority, they just 

Mrs: If you're talking single parent, there was a lady that had some children but 
then her husband died, so she raised her children alone. But that's not even 
[inaudible??] 

Rhys: Not quite what I mean. 

Mrs: Oh no, the other, you never ... 

Rhys: I mean like kids born out of wedlock sort of thing. 

Mrs: And if there was one in Sinclair Mills, the whole community frowned on 
that. And they survived. 

Mr: And that's in later years. 

Mrs: In even later years. Not as early as when you were kids. Definitely not. 

Mr: Oh heavens, no. 

Mrs: Definitely not when you were kids. 

Mr: It was sort of disgraceful. You brought shame to the family and it wasn't 
accepted. Like now ... 

Mrs: Now it's okay. 

Rhys: Well now it's not unusual. 

Mr: It's not unusual. We heard on the TV this morning, a ten year old girl got 
pregnant on the Sally show. 

Mrs: It's very common. 

Rhys: Oh Sally Rafael. I don't believe anything on that show. I hope you 
don't watch Jerry Springer too? 

Mr: Oh that's another one. 

Mrs: I don't watch Jerry Springer, he's just ... 

Interview # 18 The Wlasitz's March 28, 2000 36 



Rhys: I married my cat. 

Mr: No because how much truth there is in it or is it [inaudible??] 

Rhys: No I think it's so they can charge lots to their advertisers. 

Mrs: And you mean those people that are on there are genuine, like they're real 
people and they have the nerve to go on national television. 

Rhys: I don't know. I really get skeptical. I think you have to get paid to go 
on national television to [humiliate??] yourself. 

Mrs: To be humiliated yeah. 

Mr: But can you imagine, you're right across the continent on the TV network. 

Mrs: Anyway, and it's not that far-fetched. There is a lot of truth in what goes on. 
Because we don't see ... they say truth is stranger than fiction. 

Mr: Oh, a lot of it goes on similarly now but in the early days it was unheard of. 

[huge gap in interview] 

Rhys: During the Second World War, you served in the Second World War 
eh, was that right? 

Mrs: [inaudible??] 

Rhys: Yes, I got that sense. There was apparently a Japanese internment 
camp ... 

Mr: At Sinclair Mills. 

Rhys: Was that Sinclair Mills? Do you remember anything about that? 
Could you tell me about that? 

Mr: I remember some. They sent these Japanese out from the coast and Sinclair 
Mills, the company, built a camp for them up on the logging road about 2 miles up 
from the highway, and they stayed there and they were working on the roads. I'm 
not sure, I think Old Ray Mueller looked after their groceries and they had a cook 
... cook for themselves and they more or less .... Nobody had to guard them or 
anything. They were not going to go anywhere so they just lived freely in the 
camp. 
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Mrs: And they were okay. There was no problem with them. In fact, some of them 
ended up with jobs later on. 

Mr: Some of them ended up with jobs in the sawmill. 

Mrs: At the time though, were they just building roads at the Jap Camp? 

Mr: That's the idea, they had put a camp up there and they were working on the 
roads. 

Mrs: The logging roads. 

Mr: The logging roads going up. 

Mrs: They didn't work in the logging camp too? 

Mr: No, they worked ... like they had a little bunkhouse for themselves there and 
they were building roads with the help of a CAT. Like they'd have to fall the trees 
ahead of the CAT and so the CAT could push the stumps out and [pave??] the 
road and one thing or another. 

Mrs: Oh, okay. that's what they did. But there was not a problem. 

Mr: They were well treated. 

Mrs: They were well respected and they respected the community. 

Mr: Just like any other worker. 

Mrs: In fact, one fellow, his name was Kibuki, he worked down at the landing 
because logs were decked in a different manner in those days, wasn't it? 

Mr: Yeah. They were pulled up with a hoist and the log was pulled up over the 
deck, right ... 

Mrs: ... off the truck, at the mill. 

Mr: And he was up at the top and he pulled the hooks off the chokers and the line 
would come back and we'd hook onto another log and he'd signal the machine 
operator to start up the hoist and take the ... and deck the logs up higher and 
higher and higher on the riverbank. 

Mrs: They didn't have these fancy cherry pickers and stuff like that. 
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Mr: He was right up on top of the deck, signaling the man on the machine. 

Rhys: On top of all the logs you mean? 

Mr:Yeah. 

Mrs: And they're kind of little people, they're very agile. 

Mr: Oh, they're small. 

Mrs: They're very agile. He ate raw onions, I know that much about K.ibuki. He'd 
eat raw onions like an apple. 

Mr: He'd come into the cookhouse and we'd have an apple or something waiting 
for a load, and he'd haul out this big white onion and eat it just like an apple. 

Mrs: Is this too strong [referring to tea]? 

Rhys: Oh no, that's alright. It must have like kept the girls away and stuff? 

Mr: Oh yeah. And he was an anti-social. It was handy. He stayed in the bunkhouse 
and he'd do hair cutting and he'd repair watches, sell watches and jewelry. 

Mrs: Oh, he did that? I didn't know that. 

Rhys: He had a job like that on Vancouver, or the coast or wherever he came 
from. 

Mrs: Do you want to shut it off for a minute. 

[brief intenuption in interview] 

Rhys: When you lived in Lindup, you said it was mostly Hungarian people 
right? 

Mr:Yeah. 

Mrs: Chambers were ... 

Mr: Chambers were English. And the foreman was Italian. 

Rhys: How about Sinclair Mills, what ditTerent nationalities of people were 
there? 
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Mr: Oh, there was every nationality under the sun. There was English, French ... 

Rhys: Hungarian, Italian ... 

Mr: Yeah. German. 

Rhys: Probably Scandinavian. 

Mr: Oh yes. 

Rhys: Any black people or Chinese? 

Mr: No. never saw a ... 

Rhys: Or Native people? 

Mr: Oh there was ... not very many, not one, not many. The native people are not 
the kind that work: in mills. They sort of more or less have pursued trapping and 
easier life. 

Rhys: [comment inaudible]. Did you see native people very often? 

Mr: Oh, when we come to Prince George, yes a lot, and when I worked west out 
of the coast of Prince Rupert, I've seen a lot of native people there fishing around 
the coast and Skeena. 

Mrs: Gee actually, this is the Lindup station there. That's Lindup. 

Rhys: That became the Penny station? 

Mrs: Yeah, it became the Penny station. That was at Lindup at the time, and this 
was the car that the section men rode on. That was the car that Steve's Dad ... 

Rhys: So where is [inaudible??] on that one? 

Mr: That's sort of enclosed in the middle there. 

Rhys: Nice picture of the dog. How did the dog get into this picture? 

Mrs: Funny a dog is always there, no matter where you go. 

Mr: He's [inaudible??] curious. 
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Rhys: Is that the same station? 

Mrs: Yes. It is isn't Steve? Yeah, it has to be because his Dad worked there. 

Rhys: Yeah it looks like it is. The pole's in the same place. 

Mrs: Well, the stations all looked alike so no ... 

Rhys: Oh yeah, for sure. And so the station master or whatever would live 
upstairs eh? 

Mr: Yeah. 

Mrs: No, only this part was the station and the other part was the ... 

Mr: Well he had his office here and then he slept upstairs and then the other side 
of the station was the bunkhouse. The single men lived there in the station along 
with the foreman. 

Mrs: So where was the kitchen and bedrooms, upstairs? The kitchen was upstairs? 

Mr: No, downstairs. The foreman's side. 

Mrs: Okay, that's what I thought. 

Mr: And the bunkhouse, well it was just one great big room. 

Mrs: But you didn't enter the bunkhouse from inside the building. You entered the 
bunkhouse from the outside. 

Mr: The outside, yeah. 

Mrs: Under the same roof. 

Rhys: These pictures rock. I mean [inaudible??]. 

Mrs: This is of course Dewey. This is were going down later. This is when we 
lived in Sinclair Mills. You see how many mosquitos there was between us and 
the station? 

Mr: We had to wear mosquito nets. 

Rhys: Oh really, it was that bad? 
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Mr: Oh, the mosquitos were honible. They'd get in your eyes, your ears ... 

Rhys: Are you on a bridge there? 

Mr: Yeah. 

Mrs: That's right beside our house actually. That's when we lived in Sinclair Mills. 

Mr: That's Bill Haws, the foreman there. 

Mrs: Just at the end of our property was a creek. 

Rhys: Okay, I get what you mean then. 

Mrs: The men were on a bridge. 

Rhys: So he asked you ... 

Mrs: Yeah, he said to Steve, we need a gangsaw Taylor because the fellow there is 
gone. You should ask for this job because it's a good job and you're going to make 
more money. On the section, he was making 79 cents an hour and there they were 
making $1.99. 

Rhys: Oh wow, that's much better. 

Mr: So a big step. 

Mrs: Yeah, a big difference. So he said, just ask the boss and then ... you know, 
just ask the boss because you need a job. So we didn't sleep for three nights 
wondering if we should. We had a 10 year pass on the CNR by then. 

Mr: Well even the road master tried to talk me out of it. 

Mrs: you know, like a 10 year pass ... 

Rhys: Did he offer you more money? 

Mrs: Well no. Because it's a big corporation. But anyway, a 10 year pass meant 
that we could go anywhere in the country. 

Mr: Anywhere in North America from Halifax to ... from Prince Rupert to 
Halifax. 
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Mrs: It was a big thing to give up but then you're not going to be traveling all your 
life and he was also working towards being a section foreman which would have 
paid more money but then when you bid on a place, it's probably way off ... 

Mr: You had to take the job wherever there was an opening. It could be some 
place where there's no school, no store, way out close to Prince Rupert. 

Rhys: So this was more stability for your family? 

Mrs: Yeah, and then by this time our son was a year and a half old and we decided 
to ask for this job at the gangsaw. 

Mr: There was a school and everything there. 

Mrs: So he asked and he got it and then that's the rest about it. 

Rhys: So that was a mill at Sinclair Mills? 

Mrs: [affirmative] Sinclair Spruce Lumber Company. 

Rhys: Just about done here. 

Mrs: I don't know how you'll sort all this out because we're jumping from place to 
place. 

Rhys: That's tine. That's not my job. It's whoever is going to use this for 
research. 

Mr: Oh I see, these are more or less notes. 

Rhys: Yes that's exactly what this is. And I'm taking the notes just for my 
own benefit anyway, in case the transcriber can't figure out what we're 
talking about or something. 

Mrs: Because a lot of these can get lost in translation. 

Rhys: Yeah, but that's why I'm gong to come back to you with the 
transcription right, so you can go over this. Is there anything else you'd like 
me to ask you about? 

Mrs: Well it depends on what ... 

Rhys: Well we're interested in how things have changed over time, 
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particularly like the landscape and the layout of the cities. 

Mrs: Okay, landscape. If we can go back to Sinclair Mills. The landscape has 
changed immensely there because at one time we had so much bush, timber 
around us that we were almost choked out by mosquitos. There was no wind, no 
dry, no sun coming through. Now they've done so much logging, everything's 
wide open. We don't have nearly the mosquitos we used to have. 

Mr: No, and they don't last as long. 

Mrs: The swamps and things dry up quicker because everything's opened up more. 

Rhys: Do you still go out there that often? 

Mr: We go there ... we keep a garden. 

Mrs: We have 3 Y2 acres still. We sold the home place but we kept another lot and 
we go out there, just sort of a little camp spot for us. A chance to get away. 

Rhys: That's nice. Get away, exactly, from the rat race. 

Mrs: We have our own little campsite. 

Rhys: You guys are hippies yourself, going back to the land? 

Mrs: Yeah, we've always been land people so it's not a problem. 

Mr: And it's a lot of fun watching things grow. We have a garden [inaudible??] 
small. 

Mrs: So what has changed? Okay, when we first went there we had to ... for one 
thing, we had to scrub clothes on ... 

Mr: A washboard. 

Mrs: A washboard. I had to go to the creek at the end of our 3 Y2 acres under that 
trestle to pick up drinking water. Two buckets of water every day. He pumped 
water from the river into 45 gallon barrels for our washing and all the other things. 

Mr: That stuff settles so ... 

Rhys: And you had to carry the 45 gallon barrel up to your house? 
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Mrs: No, no. 

Mr: I had a pump. 

Mrs: We had two 45 gallon barrels in the porch and he would take the little gear 
pump down, once a week, every Sunday, Sunday afternoon, and pump those 
barrels full. And it did us for the rest of the week. And of course, it was the 
outdoor ... no indoor plumping. And of course, I had to fill the gas lamps. Winter 
was the worst. You'd sit there and you had to fill the gas through a filter and it 
would run ever so slow that I just didn't like doing it. 

Rhys: Oh, like a funnel eh? 

Mr: Yeah. It had a filter in the bottom so you don't get any impurities. 

Mrs: And you had to fill the gas lamps every night. You'd start at 3:30, fill up the 
gas lamps, and then pump them up and light them. 

Rhys: What kind of gas was it? 

Mr: It's the same as what you use in gas stoves. White gas. 

Mrs: And that would give us a better light then just the coal oil ... you know, the 
coal oil lamp. 

Mr: And then they came out with a coal oil lamp with Naptha on, it gives you a 
whiter light than gas. 

Mrs: It was the same idea. 

Mr: Same idea, the only thing is you had a little pre-heating cup on the generator 
and you fill that up with methyl hydrate to heat the generator up, and when that 
just about burnt out, you turned your lamp on because the generator would be hot 
enough so that the kerosene would light. 

Rhys: You can't just light it with a match? 

Mr: No. Kerosene won't light as easy as gas. 

Rhys: I didn't know that. I guess I've never done anything with ... 

Mr: You had to pre-heat it. 
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Mrs: And what did I have in the iron? Gas Iron or ... ? 

Mr: You had a gas iron. 

Mrs: Okay. And we ironed ... instead of the flat irons that ... 

Mr: That you had to heat on the stove .... 

Mrs: That you had to heat on the stove in the olden days, we had a gas iron that 
you could fill up with ... 

Mr: lamp gas, pump it up. 

Mrs: Pump it up and then that heated your iron, and we ironed with that. And then 
after when we bought an engine wash machine, a wash machine with a Briggs and 
Stratton engine. 

Rhys: With a gas engine? 

Mrs: A gas engine underneath ... 

Mr: To tum the wash machine. 

Rhys: Really? Like a lawn mower gas engine? 

Mrs: Yes, exactly. and it would have a pedal. Instead of pulling, like a gas engine, 
sometimes you pull with a rope, this had a kind of a car pedal. You would step on 
it like this ... 

Rhys: Oh, like a motor bike or something? 

Mrs: Something like that. And you had to have a hole in the wall ... 

Mr: For an exhaust pipe. 

Mrs: For the exhaust pipe to go out. 

Rhys: Oh, I guess so. Your neighbours would know when you're washing the 
clothes because it would be kind of noisy. 

Mrs: Well lucky we lived on the Fraser River there, away from everybody so they 
didn't hear us but that's the fact of it. 
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Mr: But in town, everybody knew when somebody was washing because you 
could hear the exhaust from the washer. 

Mrs: Well a friend of ours ... 

Rhys: Well you didn't start it up at 11:30 at night. 

Mr: Oh no! 

Mrs: No. We started it up Monday morning 9:30 and we washed until everything 
was clean. You know, you didn't stop. By the time you were finished with your 
washing, the 3 1/2 - 4 hours, you were absolutely exhausted from the noise. 

Mr: And everybody had a clothesline. 

Mrs: It was from the noise. It wasn't from the work. 

Mr: We had one here. All your washing goes out on the clothesline, air dried. 

Mrs: But we were happy to have the gas washer compared to the scrub board. 

Rhys: Oh for sure. It's relatively easy. 

Mrs: So there's a lot of difference. Hydro didn't come into Sinclair Mills ... now 
the town had their own ... 

Mr: electricity from the generating plant... 

Mrs: Their own generator plant for the sawmill. 

Mr: But only for lights. We didn't have power for ... 

Mrs: What operated the sawmills? Steam? 

Mr: Steam! 

Mrs: Steam engines operated the sawmills. 

Mr: Yeah, but they had a generator for lights. 

Mrs: And they had a generator for ... 

Rhys: You could plug in the radio or something like that? 
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Mrs: Yeah. 

Rhys: Oh, so it was lights and like small things? 

Mr: Yeah. 

Mrs: And I think people even had fridges, did they? Or did they have coal-oil 
fridge? Our fridge was a coal-oil fridge. Again, you had to light this little flame on 
... it would ... the bottom tray would swing out and you would have your ... 

Rhys: I've seen a propane fridge anyway. 

Mrs: Yeah, similar. 

Rhys: That's neat. All the things I never even thought of before. 

Mrs: Well when you asked what changed, the whole world changed. 

Mr: Yeah, there's so many changes. 

Rhys: For the better? 

Mr: For the better. More convenient. 

Mrs: All for the better. 

Mr: Only thing, we haven't got the pure air. Pollution. So you have to pay the 
price. 

Rhys: Okay. 

Mr: With modernization. 

Rhys: That's right. More communication I guess with ... I don't know. You 
guys maybe you have the Internet or something? 

Mr: No, we haven't got Internet. 

Mrs: We don't have a computer here. I don't even have a microwave because I 
decided I lived this long without a microwave, why would I want to buy one now. 
I'm quite happy doing what I've always done. 

Mr: Well her brother was heavy in electronics years ago and he said "hold off 
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getting a microwave" because they're not perfected to that point where they are 
safe. 

Mrs: At that time. 

Mr: And in the long run, I think maybe only the best makes, the reliable makes, 
are safe. Same with the TV. If you ... they still warn you about being too close to 
the TV that you will get that ... 

Rhys: Right, radiation. 

Mr: Right. And that goes for the microwave. 

Rhys: I can't imagine not having a microwave. 

Mrs: Yeah, isn't that interesting. And everybody's bugging me. They come in 
handy for yourself. I say I don't have any place to put it. 

Rhys: But what happens when you just want to heat up leftovers in the 
fridge? 

Mrs: Well it was interesting. Our son was in here the other day, he has a 
microwave, and he said, "well to tell you the truth", he said, "food doesn't even ... 
even warmed over food does not taste as good in a microwave as it is just warmed 
up on the stove". Just in a little dish. 

Rhys: Well I'm sure that's true but it's a lot faster. 

Mrs: Faster, yes. But I mean I've been fast all my life, it's time I slowed down 
anyway. 

Rhys: Okay, that's alright. 

Mrs: So it's not a problem. And I meant to buy one. We went to buy one. 

Mr: Oh, we were looking many, many times. 

Mrs: Many times we were going to ... 

Rhys: Do you have a VCR? 

Mrs: Oh yeah, we're doing great. 
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Mr: We're slowly getting there. 

Rhys: Do you have a record player or a CD player? 

Mrs: Yeah, CD. And in the truck too. 

Mr: Tape deck. 

Rhys: Oh wow, okay. 

Mrs: What else don't we have? I'm an Aquarius. I'm a procrastinator. I have lots 
of time. We'll get it one day. 

Mr: Yeah, we've got a granddaughter in Calgary so when we were down there on 
a holiday, our oldest son says, "well you guys better buy a ... camera .... " 

Rhys: Digital camera? 

Mr: Yeah, yeah. So they could take pictures of our granddaughter and send up the 
video ... 

Mrs: Otherwise we wouldn't have that either. 

Mr: And then every so often he sends us up a tape and we see it right here. She 
progressed from the time she was small right up to ... 

Rhys: Oh, you must get videos from the video store once in awhile too 
though? 

Mr: Yeah. 

Mrs: I don't have time to [inaudible??] to be sitting there with videos. 

Rhys: I don't watch videos much either. 

Mrs: There are a lot of educational programs, informational programs, on TV that 
a person doesn't even have time to watch. 

Rhys: Yeah, that's true. Like A&E, TLC & Discovery channel. Those three 
channels. 

Mrs: That's right. There's lots of stuff on there and there's books that we just 
don't have time to read because we also like to do gardening and everything else. 
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Rhys: Oh you guys have a busy life. 

Mrs: Yeah, very very busy. And you want to know what changed throughout our 
lifetimes? When we were first in Sinclair Mills we could only get to Prince 
George on the ferry, if the roads were good enough to get through. They were mud 
from .... well even ... someone will tell you, even at Giscome, they had plank 
roads. 

Mr: The road was planked right in that straight stretch at Giscome, believe it or 
not. The road was so bad, right in the middle of Aleza Lake, we had to drive on 
planks because .. . and if you slid off the plank, because everything ... after it rains, 
it's muddy and sloppy, you had to be ·very careful. 

Mrs: When he was working in the sawmill already and we already had ... we 
didn't buy a vehicle until 195??? 

Mr:3 

Mrs: 1953, we bought a truck. 

Rhys: Really? Okay. 

Mrs: We were married in '47, '53 we bought a truck. 

Mr: Well the roads were not ... 

Mrs: There's nothing to buy a truck for. 

Rhys: Yeah, it seems like that. When did you buy a television for the first 
time? 

Mr: Oh we bought a television as soon as the power ... we got the power. 

Mrs: See we didn't get power into ... because we had our own property, we had 
our own house, we didn't get power ... BC Hydro didn't come in until 1962. And 
that's when we started to be able to enjoy .. that was kind of bad. 

Rhys: It was bad? 

Mrs: That we didn't have electricity. We missed not having electricity. Then I 
could have had a washer and the dryer and the lights and TV. 

Rhys: Especially because everyone else had it so you felt kind of ... 
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Mrs: Sure everybody else had it, yeah. Well TV was nice to have. 

Rhys: Yeah, see the larger world. 

Mrs: And before that, when he was working in the mill, on Friday night, 
everybody was heading for Prince George Friday night because it was a big deal, 
big ordeal to drive. He would say "have a sandwich ready for dinner, just have a 
sandwich ready and have the kids ready and we'll jump in the truck and we're 
heading to the ferry ... ". 

Mr: Because there's always a line up. You have to wait your tum to get across eh. 
They can't carry 2 cars at a time. 

Mrs: After work you had to be there, so as soon as he come out of the mill, he 
went and changed his clothes and have the kids and everybody ready, get in the 
truck and head for the ferry, and then you may have to sit there for V2 hour because 
it took .... no, sometimes 3 hours. 

Mr: Oh yeah. There were times we waited ... 

[ end of side two] 

[ end of interview] 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 429 

Steve and Helen Wlastiz 
3657 Hesse Place 
Prince George, B. C' . 
V2N 4J9 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Wlastiz: 

June 12, 2000 

It was a pleasure di scussing the history of Sinclair Mills with you. Thank-you for taking the time to be 
interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser Historical Geography 
Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, as well as contribute to the telling of 
an important loc:il history. It was particularly interesting to hear your recollection of the living conditions 
as well as the Jap:mese Internment Camp. 

If you have any quc ~tions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary researchers or the 
Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, ."\ss istant Professor, History 
Tracy Summervi I le. Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again . your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, Rhys Pugh 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 

(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Assistant Profess <'.- . l fistory Project Interviewer 
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April 10, 2000 Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
Interview Summary 

Steve & Helen Wlastiz 

Rhys Pugh 

I used one of our two tape recorders and the microphone that came with it. I had no 
technical problems. At Steve and Helen's request I erased a section on Side B of the tape 
from about 267-335. 

Both of the Wlasitzs were born in Hungary and immigrated to Canada. Steve worked for 
the railway before accepting a job at the Sinclair Mills sawmill. We reminisced quite a bit 
about living conditions and how life has changed as well as discussing the Japanese 
Internment Camp at Sinclair Mills. 

They drew a one-page map of Lindup, circa the 1930s. 

The Wlasitizs had a tonne of old photographs they were willing to lend, although I did not 
take any since I was not sure how many we could accommodate. When I return for the 
follow-up, I would like to select one or two dozen pictures and get written captions from 
them. Their pictures all have great website potential! They advised me to interview a James 
Chance who lives in Surrey (584-1108) but was born in Hutton. They also suggested 
Clarence & Olga Boudreak>f Penny. 

This was my best interview yet because they were so friendly and plied me with tea and 
macaroons. I am looking forward to going back. 
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CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant:_~- ~- °"-~_\ _\\~~~~--·_\)_\_6.J.~ t-\~:z.~-

Place of interview: \-\o "",(., ---~-=-----------------

Mailing Address of Participant 

Date: __ ~~i__,_1 _\\ ---1\ l~{JO ________ _ 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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• permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

• 

• 

Signature of Participant Date / 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me . 

)...o / ;Looc 
l 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is ~ () ~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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