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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. Glen Stanley 
Box 56 
McBride, B.C. 
VOJ 2EO 

Dear Mr. Stanley: 

July 31, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Lamming Mills and McBride with you. 
Thank-you for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component 
of the Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance 
the research project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It 
was particularly informative to hear your recollections about your role in building the 
Ziegler Plywood Company, as well as hearing about your business called Compositions 
in Wood. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant:_~_ t_.1?_~_• __ 5f. __ -~_, .... _ /e...,.--..... 1 ______ _ 
.> 

Place of interview: ___ \-\_ _____ c=-~..q,...,,. --~----:~--~ __ c.... _________ _ 

Mailing Address of Participant ~\( ~ ~ f\<:- B ,<-~ 

Date:_----"Q=--":;>-"----"--( ____./ 8";......,0.__6__,C_)"'---------

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is "S" l.-SQ u....~ss~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be ._. 

reached through the above professor. 
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Interview #44 Glen Stanley July 18, 2000 

James: My name is James Squissato. I'm here with Mr. Glen Stanley. We're 
in McBride, or just outside of McBride. It is the 181

h of July, 2000 and the 
consent form has been signed. First question is what is the one thing you 
remember most about living in the McBride area? 

Well, I really love the mountains. I was 5 years old when we moved here. We 
were away for 2 years when I was in my teens but I've lived here 55 years now. 
And I love climbing and hiking and the ski mountain areas so we spend our time 
in the mountains. 

James: Where did you .. So you moved here in ... what year was that? I guess 
I should do the math. 

I don't know. I'm almost 62 and I was 5 when we moved here. 

James: This is why I'm in history. My math's not so great. So 57 years ago 
would be 1943. Where did you move from? 

Well we came up from White Rock but I was born in High Prairie. 

James: Which is in Alberta, right? 

Yup. 

James: Came from White Rock, White Rock is ... 

In the Vancouver area right on the border. 

James: Why did your family move here? 

I was too young to know for sure but Dad came to work with Lammings in the 
lumber camp. 

James: For Lamming Mills? 

Yeah. 

James: When you first moved here do you remember the approximate .... So 
you were a Lamming resident or a McBride resident? 

Lamming's. We didn't live right in the camp for the first couple years. We lived 
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in a house down near the Fraser River, below the railroad tracks. 

James: Was that a house owned by the railway or Lamming Mills or ... 

I really don't know. I presume it was owned by Lammings but I don't know. 

James: Do you remember the approximate population of Lammings when 
you moved in ... well obviously when you're 5 you don't pay any close 
attention to it but ... 

Well we were some of the first ones to come here so it was really quite small then. 

James: An idea? maybe 50 people ... 

Could be 50 people. Later on they had 60 employees so that was quite a good size 
camp. 

James: Now was it mostly young people or older people, females, males, 
families ... 

I think it was mostly young people. 

James: Was it families or single ... 

I think it was mostly families. They started a school right away. 

James: Oh they did start a school right away? 

Yeah. 

James: And this was the one in Lamming's? 

Yeah. 

James: What grade did the schools go to? 

I'm not sure, 1 - 8 I presume. 

James: And if people wanted to go higher? 

They had to go to town or go out someplace else here. 

James: Town would be McBride? 
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Right. But nobody did that. The roads were so bad you couldn't even drive them 
some times in the year. You'd have to go back and forth on the weigh freight, 
some times of the year like in break up. 

James: Was it more of a permanent population? Did people move in and out? 

Some moved in and out but the core group was pretty much ... some are still here. 

James: Now what was the main reason for people leaving, for people that did 
move out? 

I don't know. It's a bit isolated if you're not used to it. Some people would come 
in from a larger community and come here and it's pretty quiet. You make your 
own entertainment. You don't get out. You maybe got out once a year. When you 
went to Jasper there were just two ruts through the bush and the grass was just 
about as high as the hood of your car so you had to put a screen on it or it would 
plug up the radiator. And that was the only highway. 

James: So you'd go to Jasper occasionally? 

Once a year. 

James: How long would that take you to get to Jasper? 

About 7 hours. 

Jasper: No kidding? And today it's probably 2 I guess, if that. 

Yeah. We had to fiord rivers and stuff. The rivers didn't have any bridges. 

James: Really? With your car? Not so easy. Now have you ever moved from 
the area or have you always stayed? 

Well I was a teenager ... when I was a teenager I was still living with my folks and 
they moved on to Chilliwack for a year and a half because Dad like building so I 
went with him and built with him. But then we came back and I haven't moved 
since. 

James: Well you've got a nice spot here. 

I don't want to. 

James: It's interesting. Would you might recapping how you found your 
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house here. I just think it's interesting. It would be a good thing to catch on 
to. 

Well, there's a bunch of us boys were together and we were kind of bored one 
Sunday so we thought we'd do something a little more exciting. So we took our 
old homemade canvas canoe, went up the Dore River a few miles and put it in. 
And the guy that was going to canoe with me, he backed out. And the guy that 
said he'd come with me had never been in a canoe before so we had quite a time 
and we weren't bored anymore for quite awhile. We got it stuck crosswise in the 
stream a few times and finally we had a big gash in it but it wouldn't float 
anymore. So we tied a rope on it to drag it up the bank and this is where we 
moved. I liked the looks of it. 

James: Would you care to draw a general layout of the townsite of Lamming, 
like when you lived there, like say where the general store was and the river 
and the railway, a rough sketch? 

Well it really hasn't changed much. The streets are still there, although when we 
first moved there, there was only two streets, not the third one. There's a church 
right out on the bank, just above the railroad track. Just across the street there was 
a hall and that was our only entertainment mostly. There was a baseball diamond 
at the school and we played soccer and baseball. 

James: Where did you live, like in relation to the church or the mill? 

First of all we lived about half ways down Centre Street and then we built another 
house over on Third Street when that opened up. And the last house we lived in in 
Lamming Mills is still there. It's out by the highway, where you turn off our 
present highway to go into Lamming Mills. It's the house on the right hand side 
right up next to the highway. 

James: The first one there. 

Yeah. 

James: Okay, I know the house there. 

We built that and we lived in there til I got married. 

James: As far as neighbours, did you have neighbours close by? 

The closest neighbour was about 300 feet away. 
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James: That's a good distance away. 

Yeah, there was trees between us so there was no ... it was fairly private that way. 

James: Could you describe the changes in the layout of the town over the 
years? 

Well houses did build up some but ... well the streets were lined with houses 
pretty much all the way down all three of them and now they're kind of 
deteriorating. Yeah, but we had sidewalks, wooden sidewalks, and that's where 
we rode our bikes. And we had open ditches and a gravity feed water system and 
it was good. 

James: Are the sidewalks still there? 

Some of them are but they're pretty bad. 

James: Was there any other mill beside Lamming Mills in Lamming's? 

No. 

James: Did Lamming Mills have a graveyard? 

No. The only graveyard was the McBride one. 

James: What about things like a hotel or a pub? 

No. 

James: How about a church? 

We had a church and there was nobody in Lamming Mills that drank or smoked. 
That was no need. 

James: As far as things like ... you said you had gravity fed water, is there 
electricity in Lamming Mills now? 

There is now. At first Lammings just had their own power plant, diesel and ahh ... 
and they shut it off every evening at 10:00 and started it in the morning. So there 
were no fridges or anything like that. 

James: Now what about things like a telephone or plumbing and things like 
that? 
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There's no telephone. There's no indoor toilets. We didn't even have bathtubs. 
We had a ... just a big round tub. We warmed water on top of the wood stove and 
took a bath in the middle of the floor. 

James: Clean is clean though. Now as far as entertainment, what did you do 
for entertainment? 

Well we had baseball and soccer and then we had the hall, and we played 
badminton and volleyball. 

James: A community hall? 

Lamming Mills ... Lammings built their own hall for us. 

James: Oh, the mill built the community hall? 

Yup. 

James: Oh wonderful. Did the mill play any other role in the community 
besides say ... as far as organizing events or picnics ... other than working in 
forestry? 

No, not really. Once a year they paid to have a musician come in and the kids 
were left out of that, but a lot of other people came and that was the one thing a 
year. 

James: So they'd bring him in from Vancouver or somewhere else? 

I don't know. The one that they brought in most often was a violinist and I think 
his name was Graventine. That's how I remember it. 

James: What other events took place in the community hall? 

Oh there were lots of socials and programs. It was busy all the time, every night. 

James: And most of the community would go there and participate in 
different events? 

Yeah, and then there'd be programs on weekends. Amateur hours and ... 

James: So people would get out and play an instrument, tell a joke or ... 

Yup. 
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James: As far as social services, like health services ... 

I think the public health nurse came out about once a year and looked after us kids 
in school and that's all I remember. 

James: So if something did go wrong? 

We had a hospital in town. 

James: So you'd go into ... 

Yup. 

James: Would you get on the weigh freight then? 

Most of the time we could drive. Some times you had to take the big logging 
trucks in with a 6 wheel drive. 

James: And just get across the road? 

Yeah. There was no dentist. Doctors ... if you had a tooth that hurt, well the doctor 
would pull it out. There was no fillings. 

James: Was there a midwife in Lamming Mills at all? 

No. 

James: To McBride? 

Just the doctors. 

James: Do you feel ... living in Lamming Mills and having to go to McBride 
for health services ... did it suit the needs of the community adequately or ... 

Oh I think so. Like I say, some people have, like myself, there are a few teeth 
missing that could have been saved maybe. 

James: Now was there a general store in Lamming Mills? 

Yes, Lammings had their own store. And that was interesting. Everything came 
in on the weigh freight and the cheese came in in great big blocks of cheese and 
then you could just go to the store and ask for whatever weight you wanted and 
they'd chop it off. And I suppose the most memorable thing was that ice cream 
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came in every Friday. So everybody came ... that was the one thing .... you know 
there's no ice cream during the week because there was no freezers. So every 
Friday you came and got your ice cream. They brought in a great big tub and 
you'd go in there and you'd bring your bowl along. 

James: No cones yet I guess? 

No. 

James: Did they have things like tools and clothing in the general store at all? 

Nope. It was just for food. 

James: So where would you go to get tools and clothes then? 

McBride. We did have Eaton's and Simpson's. 

James: So you'd just order through the ... 

Yeah. 

James: Now you mentioned that there was a school. Was there any school 
activities that the kids would get involved in or did they put on plays or 
anything like that? 

Well sure. Christmas concerts but that's not all. They had other things too. 

James: Do you know what they were? 

No. I don't remember. 

James: Can you describe the social life for young people, say for dating or 
things like that, or for meeting people? 

Well it was largely at the hall playing games and they had motion pictures, came 
in pretty much once a week, Saturday nights. 

James: Now when you lived in Lamming Mills, where did most people work? 

Everybody worked for Lamming Mills, Lammings. Some worked in the bush and 
some worked in the mill. I spent most of my life working in the mill. I did almost 
every job in the mill including sawyer. And that's when we built our house when 
we were living there. The timbers in our house, like the 4 x 8s, rafters and stuff, I 
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got those myself when I was on the saw there. And I worked with the planer man 
and he set the thing up on the weekends and we planed the thing so there wasn't a 
whole crew sitting waiting. Just the two of us would plane the things. 

James: So it sounds like they had a huge role in building your house then? 

Yeah, I had no help. I did it all myself. I didn't even have power. We didn't have 
power. In fact after we were married, we lived for years without power. I had an 
electric stove built in and everything but it was useless. We cooked on an airtight 
heater. It got hot in the summer. 

James: I interviewed another fellow who lived in Lammings. He said that 
Lamming would give the lumber away for free if you wanted to build your 
home. 

If you built it in Lamming Mills, yes. But when you build on your own property 
like this we had to pay for it. 

James: Did they give you a bit of a break or ... 

I don't know. I suppose. 

James: Now you worked for the mill for how many years? 

Oh, I guess about ... at least 10 years. 

James: Do you remember what year the mill closed down? Roughly? 

I guess when I was about 28 and I don't know what that would be. 

James: 1969? Roughly around there? Now what did you do then when the 
mill closed? 

I helped build the plywood plant. I was about the third person hired I think and so 
I worked a year in construction and then I went to Edmonton and took some 
training to run the lathe. So I spent about 10 years running the lathe there. 

James: This is the plywood plant? 

Yes. 

James: It's in Lamming now? 
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Well, just the one across the highway down there. 

James: What's the name of that one again? 

Zeigler's. Except it's changed now. It's McBride Forest Products I think. They 
just changed it. 

James: Are you still there now? 

No, I'm self-employed right here. I have been for a long time. 

James: For how long? 

I guess about 20 years. 

James: Now what is it you're self-employed at? 

I do woodworking and upholstery. 

James: I have a chair I just bought actually that could use re-upholstery. So 
you're a upholsterer? 

Yeah. That's why this car is here. 

James: Okay I didn't know. So you reupholstered the car too? 

I didn't. A fellow in Valemount is restoring it and he bought this headliner and 
couldn't get it to fit so he brought it here for me to put it in for him. 

James: Do you now do more cars or furniture? 

I do more furniture than cars but I do more woodwork ... I do a lot of industrial 
seats. Airplanes or cars or anything. 

James: Now have you built furniture as well? 

I have. That's sort of expensive. Not very many people do that. 

James: Now like you said earlier, there was only one ... there's some free 
advertising up there. 

I do inlaid woodwork too. Let me show it to you. Pictures and cedar chests and 
photo albums and stuff. 
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James: Do you have a company name? 

Yes. Compositions in Wood. 

James: Like I saw on the board when I came in, Compositions in Wood. 

And Stanley's Custom Upholstery is our upholstery business. 

James: You worked in the mill and your father worked in the mill, so most 
people would live in the townsite of Lamming's itself? 

Yup. 

James: Now were those all company homes as well? 

Yup. 

James: So they were owned by the company and just rented by the people? 

Yes, and if you built your own house you didn't have to pay any rent for as long as 
you lived there. They'd pay for the lumber and you'd do the work and you'd get 
free rent. But if you moved out and somebody else moved in, then they'd pay rent. 

James: What was rent like? 

You know, I really don't know. I've never paid rent in my life and I don't 
remember my folks ever paying rent. 

James: Now were there bunkhouses there as well? 

Yup. 

James: What were the conditions of say the bunkhouses or the houses, as far 
as living? Were they comfortable or ... 

They were comfortable. It was nice. That's all we knew. And it was just lumber 
on the walls. There was no gyproc or wallpaper ... and shavings in the walls. 

James: For insulation? 

For insulation. And that settled after awhile. But everybody was in the same boat 
and it was good. It was alright. 
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James: Did you find that your skills ... did you see much change in 
technology over the years in La.mming Mills itself? 

Yeah. La.mming's Mill burnt down and they built a new one. At that time it was 
the most high tech up-to-date mill in the whole valley including Prince George. 

James: Do you remember when it burnt down, the first mill? 

No, I don't. 

James: Rough idea? 

My wife would know. 

James: Do you remember the 50s or the 60s or ... 

Yeah, it would be about '55 maybe, somewheres around there. 

James: What other equipment did you use besides being the sawyer? 

Well I worked in the boxcar and tail sawing for quite awhile, on the green chain, 
behind the edger. 

James: So you did quite a bit there? 

Yeah. 

James: Now what was the work regimen like? Was it shift work or ... 

No, just the one shift. 

James: And how many hours a day was that? 

It used to be 10 hours a day. 

James: Good long day. 

So then ... and a lot of fellows would go to work so you didn't need so much 
entertainment. 

James: I guess not, yeah. How far was the mill from your homes? 

We just walked to work. It was right there. 
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James: So it wasn't far? 

No. 2 or 3 hundred yards. Some of the buildings, like the bunkhouses, were right 
there, just across the road. 

James: Now was there a cookhouse for those who lived in the ... 

Yup. 

James: Was your wage adequate for the cost of living? 

Well, sure. There was no place to spend money. It was good. I started in the 
boxcar and that was about 95 cents an hour. And then it kind of worked up. By the 
time I left there I was a sawyer and we were making ... a sawyer made $5 an hour. 

James: So you'd moved up quite a ways then? 

Yup. 

James: Now if you wanted to save some money, was the wage enough that 
you could put a little aside if you wanted to? 

I suppose you could but it didn't much happen. Well nowadays they have all kinds 
of saving plans but then ... no, when we first started, there wasn't even a bank in 
town. All the cheques had to go to Prince George. 

James: To get them cashed? 

Yup. 

James: Then how would they get their money back then? 

I don't know. Maybe Lamming used to cash them. I don't know what happened. I 
still have some of Dad's cheques here. I was kind of on my way back and they all 
came from Prince George. 

James: So you kept the cheques that were cashed? 

Yeah. I have some of my Dad's from way back. 

James: Do you have them close by or do you have to dig them out? 

I'm not sure. They're around some place. 
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James: They'd be interesting to see. Did employment change according to the 
seasons for Lamming's or was it ... 

Lamming's were pretty good in giving students work. So young people that 
wanted to go away to school ... 

James: College or university? 

Yeah. They would get work and some of them weren't very good workers but they 
were very patient, tolerant. Gave them work for the summer. But other than that it 
was pretty steady. There were some Peace River farmers that came down for the 
winter and then went back for the summer. 

James: So they'd come and do some falling for in the winter and work at the 
mill? 

Yeah. 

James: Did you feel secure in your job? Did you always feel there was going 
to be work? 

Yup. 

James: Now were there benefits' packages or anything like that? 

No. 

James: Other than free lumber if you built your home and things like that? 

Yup. 

James: It's a pretty good benefit though. 

One of the things that helped me build this house is that Lamming's were having 
a hard time financially, so I was single and so they got behind in their cheques. I 
was 9 pay cheques behind and so I just got the lumber ... they gave me the lumber 
as payment for some of my back pay. So that was my bank I guess. And the 
property was the same way. We have 28 acres here and it belonged to Lamming's 
and it was $40 an acre, and that too just came off of our ... 

James: Your cheque? 

What was owed, yeah. 
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James: Is it all along the Dore River? 

It's everything between the road and the river - there's half a mile of road and 
three quarters of a mile of river. 

James: Mr. Stanley lives right on the Dore River and actually the spot climbs 
up to how far? 

55 feet. 

James: 55 feet up from the river to find his home that we're now in and it has 
a beautiful ... it looks over ... over looks the river. It's a beautiful view. He's 
got two big windows there. What was there ... do you remember, was there a 
union ever in Lamming Mills? 

No. 

James: Do you remember what the labour relations were like between the 
mill and the people who lived in town? Was it good between the employers 
and the employees? 

Yeah. 

James: So did you ever see strikes or labour disputes? 

Nope, never. Zeigler's still isn't union. There's no union anywhere in their 
working sector here in McBride, I don't think. 

James: Now did you ever see people commute from other areas to work in 
Lamming or everyone ... 

Well some people would come from Alberta to come and work. 

James: And then just go home during the summer. Were these some of the 
farmer types again? 

Yeah, it went both ways. 

James: What were some of the most pleasant aspects of living in Lamming 
Mills? 

Well, I guess what meant the most to me was I could just leave my house and go 
out the back into the wilderness and climb a mountain. And I couldn't drive. My 
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folks were very patient and just let me go so I'd go all by myself with my dog and 
climb a mountain every week. 

James: You really like to climb then? 

I seldom ran into any animals and never had a mishap. 

James: Never had problems with bears or things like that? 

No problems. I see them once in awhile. Go up the logging roads to the end of 
logging roads and then go through the bush up in to the hill climbing and hike 
around alpine meadows. 

James: That sounds nice. I climb a bit too. You've obviously climbed a lot 
more than myself so probably when we're done the tape here I'll ask you 
which one I could probably walk up and fast. I've done McBride Peak. 

Mt. La.sale is beautiful. There's a road, the Timberline. And then you can go up 
the peak and then you can come down the far ridge and across the alpine, then 
there's a bunch of lakes down there. 

James: So just walk up the road from the base there? 

Yeah, you can drive quite aways even with your car. 

James: about as far as ... 

With a pickup you can drive right to the alpine. 

James: With an '86 Tempo? 

I don't know. 

James: Maybe half way probably. Were there any negative aspects of living 
in La.mming Mills that you remember? 

No. You had to go away to go to school and we didn't have telephones. I went 
away for one year and it was pretty hard on me. I was a country person and 
communications, you know, no telephones, that was pretty hard. And I got pretty 
lonesome so I stuck it out one year and that's when I stayed home and worked. 

James: Where did you go for one year? 
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Canadian College in Alberta. 

James: What were you taking? 

I took Grade 9. 

James: And that was it? 

Yeah. I've taken correspondence courses since but that was it. 

James: Did you notice much difference between say rich and poor people in 
the town? 

No. 

James: Was there a different between different races or different ethnicity? 
No separation between either? 

No. 

James: Did you see ... was there any women that worked outside the home? 

Virtually none. There was the cook and the lady that ran the store, and she also ran 
the post office. We had mail coming right to Lamming Mills. And I can't think of 
anybody else. 

James: Was there a large number of single men in the community? 

No, I suppose maybe 50 ... maybe 20 at some times. 

James: Now what about things like single parent families? 

No. There may have been some but I don't remember anybody. 

James: Was there any women's groups? 

Not that I know of. 

James: Men's groups? 

No. 

James: Now where did most of the people in the community come from ,as it 
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was built? Like was it from other parts of Canada or foreign immigrants? 

You know, I probably don't even know. Lammings moved here from Rocky 
Mountain House and the main core came with him then. And I don't know, I 
suppose maybe 4-5-6 families and other than that I think they came from 
everywhere. My wife's folks, they came from Alberta. They were farmers before 
they came here. Yeah, they just came from everywhere. 

James: So do you remember the general ethnic makeup as far as ... was their 
foreign immigrants, did you see, that came in at one point? 

Oh yes. They came from all over. 

James: Any specific large groups that came in? 

No. Some came from Norway and some came from different parts. 

James: Any visible minorities in La.mming Mills? Was there First Nations or 
Asian people? 

No. 

James: Did different ethnic groups have different types of jobs? 

No. 

James: So was there ever any racial or ethnic tension in town? 

No. None at all. 

James: We're putting a list together of people that we'd like to interview in 
the future. Do you have anybody else you think we should go and call on ? 
Any names? 

Well one of the first people that came here, I think, were Fry's. She's still alive. 
She's in the old folks home, the Beaverview Lodge. Madge Fry. 

James: In McBride? 

Yup. And the other ones could be my wife's folks. They live just across the street 
from the old folks home. They just had their 60th wedding anniversary. And 
they've been here a long time. 
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James: And their names? 

Oh, I'm sorry. Audrey and Melvin McCarty. 

James: And they're in McBride as well? 

Yeah. 

James: Any other names you can think of? 

They're in a real steep pitched roof house. Just right across the street. 

James: Anyone else you can think of? 

No. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add that you'd like to say about 
the area? 

I don't think so. Some of the kids in their wilder moments, they'd get cars and 
play hide and seek up in the logging roads, tum the lights off and sneak into some 
little comer. And of course there's girlfriend/boyfriend situations there, but 
nothing bad. I mean they were all just having fun. 

James: So it was a tight community? 

Yeah. 

James: Is there anything you'd like to ask me? 

No. 

James: Well thanks very much for your time? 

[end of interview] 
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Glen Stanley: Summary 
Interviewed on 07/18/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Stanley moved from White Rock to the Lamming Mills in 1943 when he was 5 
years of age. The population of Lamming Mills was roughly 50 people. Mr. Stanley and 
his father worked for the Lamming Mill Sawmill Company at this time. Glen helped to 
build the Ziegler Plywood Co. plant where he worked for 10 years. He has been self
employed for the last 20 years, owning a re-apolstering business, as well as another 
business called Compositions In Wood, in which he creates beautiful scenery images out 
of wood. 

When the Lamming Mill sawmill burnt down in 1955, it was replaced with a 
relatively high tech sawmill. This high tech sawmill eventually closed in 1969. He also 
recalls that the Lamming Mills Company would bring in a violinist for community 
entertainment. The interview went very well as Mr. Stanley and myself were 
comfortable. 

Additional Contacts 

Madge Fry in McBride 
Audrey and Melvin McCarty in McBride 
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University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. Glen Stanley 
Box 56 
McBride, B.C. 
VOJ 2EO 

Dear Mr. Stanley: 

October 4, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with James for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 


