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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Frank and Carmen Vassallo 
1341 Kellogg A venue 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M4Bl 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Vassallo: 

June 28, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Goat River, Upper Fraser, and Giscome with you. 
Thank-you for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the 
Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research 
project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary researchers or 
the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy SummerviJle, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you ag:1i n, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu , Dan Watt 
Assistant Professor, History Project Interviewer 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 



Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Frank and Carmen Vassallo 
1341 Kellogg Ave. 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2M4Bl 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Vassallo: 

September 24, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with Dan for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is always greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant: [rt1.t\. k J c6_(""tv\e.l{' Vo.s-s~l lo 

Place of interview: ----=l('-=--e-'-f(_o-"-15~5,........,A.....-=.v--=e.::;...._. ------------

Mailing Address of Participant pg 

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 

l 



• 

permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

C..~ ~ _ __,_M...!-""a..=i-y-=-30"-l--'{,o'--o.C.....::o'---__ _ 

Signature of Participant Date 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant 

H0-v 3o /'UOo r I 

Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is Yo,"'= WR++ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
Dan Watt 

Interview Summary 
Frank and Carmen Vassallo 

The Vassallo's lived in Goat River and Loos. They talked about the nature of the 
community, being just a bush camp. Mr. Vassallo worked on the railroad as a labourer. 
Mrs. Vassallo did not get as much of an opportunity to speak. She might be better 
interviewed on her own. She raised a number of children and could have some great 
information about home life and childrearing in those rustic conditions. 

This interview is most valuable for the information Mr. Vassallo provides on how 
the railroad worked, and what it was like as a job. He also speaks of the access problems 
and how it affected their lives, most importantly for his children's education. 

The Vassallo's also lived in Willow River for a few years, and he worked in 
Hansard. They have a copy of the Willow River community history, Homemade 
Memories: A History of Willow River, BC, that they would be willing to lend. 



Interview #28 Frank and Carmen Vassallo May 30, 2000 

Dan: My name is Dan Watt and I'm with Frank and Carmen Vassallo at 
their home in Prince George and I just want to indicate on the tape that 
you've both signed and understood the consent form. Okay, great. We'll start 
right at the top of the questions here and if they apply, you can answer them, 
feel free, and if not we'll pass over them. So you were telling me off tape that 
you've lived in Loos and Goat River. 

Frank: That's correct, yeah. 

Dan: Okay. 

Frank: We lived in Goat River and there was just a bush camp was there, if that's 
what you want to know. 

Dan: Sure, yeah. 

Frank: Just a railroad and a bush camp. Then from there to Loos, it was the same 
thing. There was a bush camp also down there, you know, from one camp to 
another. I worked on the rail and I have nothing to do with this lumber business 
but I worked on the rail. 

Dan: And during what years did you live there? 

Frank: I lived there 1954, Goat River, and 1957 at Loos. 

Carmen: You could say how many people was in Goat River, right? 

Dan: Sure. 

Frank: Okay, well the population at Goat River, that's what we'll begin with, 
there was about maybe 10 ... two families and 5-6 bachelors. 

Dan: Not very many. 

Frank: Not very many there. 

Carmen: Us in the family and then the operator for the CN. There was 5 of them. 
And the section foreman. And then trappers, do they call it?, three of them, 
bachelors. That's about it. But it was very nice to live there though. I couldn't go 
back there today. 
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Frank: Then we moved like ... if I can repeat myself, we moved to Loos from 
there and then the population got a little bigger, of course, there. The population 
down there maybe was about 150 people at the time. There was a sawmill 
between Loos and Goat River. 

Dan: At Crescent Spur? 

Frank: At Crescent Spur, so that's why there was a little bit more population in 
there because they were working at the mill site. And we had a store in there, of 
course, and a post office. 

Dan: What's the one thing that you remember most about your time spent in 
that area? 

Frank: Spent like? 

Dan: When you lived there? 

Frank: Yeah, I know but ... it's like I said, there was a railroad [inaudible] going 
up and down and a sawmill just bringing lumber in and out, you know what I 
mean. Nothing much changed when ... in the meantime we was there. 

Cannen: There was just a school at Crescent Spur. 

Frank: Yeah. I know, whatever. 

Cannen: And there was a church. 

Frank: So, out in the country, when you live out in the country like that, there 
wasn't very much to work with, except rail and sawmills, or bush camps, 
whatever you want to call them. 

Cannen: All of us were like ... just look like just one family. Friendly and just ... 

Dan: So why did you move away? 

Frank: From there? 

Dan: [affirmative] 

Frank: Education for the kids. Like there was no school, only to a certain grade, 
and the number one question was from Goat River where there was no school, 
because there was only no population there. Then we moved to Loos and they had 
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a population to keep our childrens in school. 

Carmen: To grade 7. 

Frank: Then from there, if we stay there, we have to either ship them to McBride 
or to Prince George, so we can't afford that. So we move out of there. 

Carmen: Move out of there to just get close to town and we don't have to bus the 
kids. 

Dan: So the population was mainly male, working age? 

Frank: At Goat River it was, yes. At Loos it was mixed families because it was a 
bush camp, and like I said, in Crescent Spur and Loos, they are close together 
there. Like there was a busy road, or a logging road as you say. All the way along 
was then ... and the kids sometimes used to come pick them up for school here, 
and for church, you know, from Loos to Crescent Spur because they were only a 
few miles apart. 

Dan: Did people move in and out a lot or was the population fairly 
permanent? 

Carmen: Not at that time. At that time, yeah. 

Frank: Depend upon your ... just like there was lots of homesteads in there also so 
when you get a homestead you stick to it right. So there was quite a few of them. 
And then they start up like a little farm here and there, not very much to live off 
but there was a few of them [inaudible??], Loos at least. But you lose 
[inaudible??] there. 

Carmen: There was a family of Leboe' s they're called. One of their sons is still 
working in the brewery today. 

Dan: Leboe's? 

Carmen: Yeah. 

Dan: What's the name of this community that you ... 

Carmen: That's Loos. 

Frank: Loos and Crescent Spur. 
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Dan: And a community called Snowshoe? 

Frank: That's a different one. 

Carmen: That's a little farther away. 

Dan: Towards Goat River? 

Frank: No, no. Between Loos and Erling. 

Dan: Okay. Never heard of that one. 

Frank: Snowshoe, yeah. There used to be a sawmill site in there but the sawmill 
was condemned before I got there. 

Carmen: We used to go for a drive once in awhile. 

Dan: So you say the population was mostly permanent? 

Frank: Pretty well so, yeah. 

Dan: And when you left you moved to Prince George? 

Frank: No, when I left from there I came up to Willow River. So we spent there 5 
years in Willow River. But myself, personally, I was working back and forth on 
the line eh. And Upper Fraser, I never did work. But with my job I just deliver 
stuff for them when I move up here, but I worked in Hansard. It's between 
McGregor ... Hansard is right in there. So I did work in Hansard there and the 
same thing again. It was just a little campsite. And Upper Fraser there was a 
store. Of course we used to walk to get a loaf of bread in Upper Fraser and go 
back to where you belong to. 

Dan: So when you moved to Willow River, what was that community like? 

Frank: That was a pretty good size of community ... 

Carmen: There was about what? I can't even remember how many ... 

Frank: I would say about a couple of hundred people at that time. 

Dan: In around '57? 

Frank: That's '56. No, wait a minute. '60, '61. 
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Carmen: It'll tell you everything in the book up there. 

Dan: This is the book called Homemade Memories, a History of Willow River 
BC. 

Carmen: It'll tell you when we got there and how we got there and why we got 
there. 

Frank: Because we helped with some of this kind of stuff too eh. 

Dan: Okay. You had some input in the book? 

Frank: Yeah. It was in '61 we moved to Willow River, and then from there we 
spent 5 years and then moved up here to Prince George. 

Dan: So how did you feel about the move? 

Frank: She didn't like the move but I had no choice because like I said, I didn't 
like bussing kids to school. They closed up the school at Willow River so the kids 
had to go to this school for a couple of years, or three. Or bring them to Prince 
George. So the way I looked at it, the kids have to get up before I get up, get up 
ready, get the bus. So then I bid for the job up there in Prince George and I got it 
and I bought this roof over our head. 

Dan: How did the other members of your family feel about the move? 

Frank: It was okay because they were young yet. They didn't care wherever they 
lived. We never made a move for the worse, put it this way, eh. We always make 
a move for the best. Like it was at Goat River, we had no water of any kind. You 
just have to melt snow in the winter time. 

Carmen: We got water from the river. 

Frank: Drinking water we have to pack it, you know, from about a mile. Loos, we 
had to pack it also. You know we had no water there, or power, whatever. But we 
were closer to the store. We could walk to the store from there. But Goat River 
you can't. It was 7 miles or better distance so you cannot walk to the grocery then. 
With transportation we had grocery then, we had motor cars, railroad. 

Carmen: And once in awhile, maybe every 2 weeks, or every month, we come to 
Prince George do a big shopping like. 

Frank: Pay day. On pay day we come up to Prince George and spend. 

Interview #28 Frank and Carmen Vassallo May 30, 2000 5 



Carmen: You had to spend three days on a train. 

Dan: Three days? 

Carmen: Well one day out, one day shopping, and one day go back. 

Frank: [Comment inaudible]. 

Dan: Well the next question asks me to ask you if you could draw a map ... 
just a general layout of the townsite. 

Frank: Goat River had no townsite. 

Dan: Okay. No townsite in Goat River. 

Frank: Like a homestead home, like one house here in the bush, another one is 
there, another one is here, and some people cleaned up a little bit trees so they can 
have a little garden, you know. There's not even a campsite. It was no camp. So 
just like a homestead. 

Carmen: A CN station. 

Frank: Yeah, I know. The CN station is on the railroad site. I mean he wants the 
town. There's no town there. Crescent Spur ... I mean at Loos, we had what? We 
had our house, the school, and this teacher and Mrs. Leboe. Three houses. 

Carmen: Close together. 

Frank: So that's all between the railroad. The railroad divide the [inaudible??] eh. 

Dan: Okay, right down the middle. 

Frank: Right down the middle. The railroad goes down the middle, a couple of 
families up here and a couple of families on the other side. Between the railroad 
on the river side, there was three houses and a school, on the river side, you know, 
in Loos. On the other side of the railroad was Nordstrom, [inaudible??], and 
McGinnis lived by himself too. He was working a homestead. 

Carmen: Everyone close together, one here, one there, one there in the bush like. 

Frank: [inaudible due to more than one speaker] ... homesteaded more. 

Dan: Got a piece of land. 
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Frank: Yeah, piece of land, you know, from the crown. 

Carmen: Piece of bush. 

Frank: From the Crown like, you know, and you log and then you build yourself a 
home out of it. 

Dan: So not even really all that many services as far as ... 

Frank: There's no services at all, except the railroad. 

Carmen: The main one was in Willow River, Goat River, they managed to go to 
Crescent Spur and then go with a motor car ... 

Frank: railroad. 

Carmen: To pick them up. Once a week, maybe sometimes go every second day, 
whatever. But we got no post office or anything in Goat River. 

Frank: Goat River, there was nothing there. There was nothing to talk about at 
Goat River, period. Like I said, a couple of homestead homes and that's about the 
size of it. No bush camp or anything. So there was only a couple of people living 
... There's the Brown's across the river, Goat River that is. They just had a cabin 
there and they go logging ... they used to cut fence posts, telephone pole and they 
[inaudible??] come out with a boat and go back to McBride and get groceries. 
There was no such a community sentiment at all, period. 

Carmen: From the railroad you don't see the houses, unless you seen the smoke 
from a chimney coming out, you think there's a house in there. 

Dan: And then at Loos there's a little bit more? 

Frank: A little bit more, yeah. Like I said there was about 7 families, 8 families 
total. No more than 8 families. 

Dan: And then at Willow River? 

Frank: Willow River was a little more. 

Dan: Fair sized town would you even call it? 

Carmen: But a little town. 
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Frank: Yeah, we called it a town because they have a couple of [streets??] in 
there. I can't name any of them but there was ... 

Carmen: There was a school. 

Frank: Willow River had a ... when we was in there. Because the road wasn't quite 
opened yet. So was there or not? Like there was rocks and everything here but 
there was [inaudible] 

Carmen: It was like a rough road, more or less like a bush road. 

Frank: The people worked in there. We had a store in there. We'd just more or 
less get our grub from them, like to the store keeper would come to town and get 
their groceries and their supplies. 

Carmen: And the post office was in the store also. 

Frank: And the post office was there and then Giscome was a bigger town. 
Giscome was a bigger town. But one time or another, Willow River was a ... 

Carmen: There was just a school and church. 

Frank: Churches. There was 3 sawmills at one time at Willow River. There was 
more people then. But before my time in there. I know the mill was there but 
before I lived in there because the house we owned at Willow River, we bought it 
from one of the mill sites. And the fellow who used to own Churches, he moved 
into McGregor. I don't know if you ever heard about... I believe you did. We 
called him Churches, that's what his name was. And he opened up the bush camp 
at McGregor. That's the other side of the Hansard bridge there, let's put it that 
way anyway. 

Dan: So you would have had neighbours closer by then? 

Frank: At Willow River? Yeah. We only had two lots, house by house, we were 
closest up there. Willow River, like I said, we had one street, two streets, three 
streets in all. 5 streets. No, Willow River had more people. Giscome had the most. 
But Giscome ... we never had much to do with Giscome of course, it was just like 
up and down like eh, with work. 

Carmen: The church was in this community. 

Frank: There was a church at Giscome. But Willow River, we lived in it. 
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Carmen: That time the road was all rough but soon as we left and that, they started 
paving the roads. I don't know how they are today but ... 

Frank: Northwood put part of its money towards it to pave it, for its trucking 
business and its employees like for Upper Fraser. That's what you like to know 
about, but I can't tell you much about Upper Fraser. 

Dan: So in Willow River there was a store. 

Frank: Oh yes. School. 

Dan: And you said 3 mills at one time. 

Frank: At one time, yeah. One right by the store, right across [inaudible??], 
another one [inaudible??] the school, that was Churches. Churches is the one 
[inaudible??]. 

Carmen: And one up the hill? 

Frank: And one up the hill. There's three of them right? 

Dan: Was there a graveyard? 

Frank: Yeah. Let's see where it is. Just a minute, let me think about it. There's one 
right... graveyard in Loos. 

Carmen: Isn't that the first one when you go up to Churches' mill [inaudible??]. I 
think it was. 

Frank: Willow River, you're talking about now, right? 

Carmen: yeah. 

Frank: It was right where McCumber used to live. If there was, I'm not for sure 
about it... but if there is one, that's where Brown, I think .... 

Carmen: I thought that's opposite ... I don't know. I can't tell you much about that, 
I can't remember. But I think it was. 

Frank: We used to call it Cemetery Hill. There's a hill in there, we called it 
Cemetery Hill. But that doesn't mean there is a cemetery there, you know what I 
mean eh. You used to go up North Road and then when you come up that hill, we 
called it Cemetery Hill. But beyond that I don't know. I have no idea. 
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Dan: Was there a hotel or pub? 

Carmen: No. 

Frank: That's Sinclair Mills. 

Dan: And you say there was no church. 

Frank: Where? 

Dan: In Willow River. 

Carmen: No, nothing at all. 

Dan: Water? 

Frank: Willow River we had water. 

Carmen: Right from the river. 

Dan: Right from the river. 

Carmen: Once a week. 

Frank: Just a minute, Willow River or Goat River? 

Dan: Willow River. 

Frank: Willow River we had running water. Mrs. don't get mixed up. 

Dan: We'll do Willow River and we can backtrack to Goat River for services. 

Frank: Okay. Willow River we had water, we had power. Like I said, we moved 
from one place to another for better .... 

Dan: So did you have a telephone in Willow River? 

Frank: Yes, we had a telephone also. 

Dan: Oh my goodness. What kind of entertainment? Was there a clubhouse 
or ... 

Frank: No, we had nothing there. Just like she said. We had a school and a store. 
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You get the groceries and go visit your neighbour. 

Dan: So to backtrack up the line then, you said there was a cemetery in 
Loos? 

Frank: Cemetery in Loos and cemetery in Goat River also. The cemetery in Goat 
River I never seen. I heard about it. Really it was a hospital at Goat River at one 
time. That's how I know it. I don't think there's a cemetery. There's a hospital. If 
there's a cemetery of not, I never seen sign of one. But I seen a sign of a hospital 
and this took place when the railroad was being built, you know, building. 
Because in some mining, maybe in this, who knows when. It was before my time 
anyway. But we had a hospital name also. It was by the Goat River bridge. 
There's only one bridge in there and just this side, east of the bridge, there's a 
place in there between the river and the railroad, we used to call it the "hospital". 

Carmen: That's maybe just a name, not because there was a hospital. 

Frank: No, there was. There was some chimney like left y'know. Not much. I 
don't think you'll find anything at the present but at the time there was. That's 40 
years ago, I'm talking about now. 

Carmen: I think if you go by today, you probably don't even know ... 

Frank: And what else do you want to know? 

Dan: You mentioned already there wasn't a whole lot in the way of services 
in Goat River. 

Frank: No, no services at all. 

Dan: And then in Loos. 

Frank: Transportation, railroad only. 

Dan: So in Loos, was there a store. 

Frank: Loos? No. It was in Crescent Spur. And there's a cemetery there also in 
Loos. Between Loos and Crescent Spur there's a cemetery there. That's still 
working, that one. Still going. 

Dan: Can you describe for me where it is? 

Frank: Yes. It's between Loos and Crescent Spur. That's the best I can explain it. 
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Dan: On the rail line? 

Carmen: Close to the rail line. 

Frank: There's just a strip between the railroad and the highway. I call it the 
highway. It's a road eh. If you go from here, going that way to there, I think it's on 
the left hand side. 

Carmen: Going towards McBride. 

Frank: [comment inaudible]. But anyway, there's a sign in there. You can't miss 
it. You can take a drive there, when you go between Crescent Spur and Loos 
you're looking for it and you'll see the sign [inaudible??]. The cemetery there is 
for the people who used to work in the mill site. It was a big family, she 
mentioned Leboe, I guess you heard about that in '94 anyway. And the whole 
time they go up there, they always buried themselves up there. 

Carmen: There's nobody out on that today. 

Dan: They've been disinterred and moved? 

Frank: No, no, no, no. There's no Leboe's. That's what she's trying to say, but 
still whenever they're dead they bring them up there probably, because it's a 
family cemetery more or less. But if I am there and I died there and my wife 
wanted to bury me there, there is a space for you also. 

Carmen: The one son is still in Prince George of Leboe's. He works at the 
brewerey, Tom Leboe. 

Dan: So no social services to speak of in Loos or Goat River. What would 
happen if one of your children got ill? 

Carmen: You just have to wave when the train come by, you try to stop it. One 
time my son he was playing, he was a baby, and he was playing in the window 
and he cut his finger. You just have to wait, bandage, whatever we can find, wait 
for the first train to come. That's what the operator, the section foreman, they 
know all the time when the trains are coming and then told him to stop so and so. 

Frank: No, but you cannot know, you were kinda' insulated up there so it's the 
only transportation you get out of there by train, there's no other ways off. There's 
a helicopter of course. But there's only a train took you out of Loos, Goat River, 
Erling, Bend, Dome Creek, you name it. 
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Carmen: Today it's open all the way but like you don't drive through the road and 
get close to where we was, just always out right. But the road go through 
[inaudible??] 

Frank: The road, McBride Road, come open. [inaudible]. The railroad, they've 
got the power going to the site like so they had to make access to it so they 
punched the road through close enough to get to places in the winter. [Inaudible] ... 
don't matter where you are right now [inaudible??]. And Northwood put lots of 
access to their railroad place, since they been logging off in the country. 

Dan: So where would the closest doctor have been? 

Carmen: McBride or Prince George. We have to take the first train coming. It 
depends which way they're going, we have to go. 

Dan: McBride obviously would have been a lot closer? 

Carmen: It's closer. 

Frank: Well again, it depends which direction ... how bad you needed that train, 
number one. Number two, which direction the train is moving. So sometimes you 
meet the train going this way coming 5-10 minutes, well 15 minutes, put it that 
way. And other way might take 6 hours. So it depends on how bad you needed to 
get out of there so you just take whatever you can. 

Dan: What was the size of McBride then? 

Frank: McBride didn't grow very much. If you been there now lately, I'll tell you 
the truth, McBride never did grow very much. Not to my knowledge anyway. 

Carmen: McBride just looked like ... 

Frank: McBride is stable like ... it's farming. So if you go out, if you own your 
farm, you don't want to farm no more, somebody else will take over. But that's 
about the size of it. Nothing's developed if you ask me. 

Dan: So would you prefer to come to Prince George for your shopping? 

Frank: Yes we did. 

Carmen: We always did. 

Frank: Grocery shopping in McBride, you only have 2 stores to play with. 
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Carmen: And sometimes like in the winter time, it's hard to move because with a 
train and small children, then we can order it and they send it by train. 

Dan: For groceries? 

Carmen: Yeah. 

Frank: Yeah, we used to do that too. 

Dan: And clothing as well? 

Frank: no, no. 

Carmen: No, clothing we used to come and shop, like whatever we need. 

Frank: Grocery like no, because they used to give us a better rate here in town so 
we write a letter, y'know, get a couple of families together, because we're making 
a good size order so when we write a letter and send it to the storekeeper and then 
they send it by the train. When the train comes in one day so nothing can spoil eh. 
And then when the train arrives, we'll go pick up our groceries. 

Carmen: It was not easy but we make a go. But you make it go, but I don't know 
about these days. 

Dan: So your children went to school in Loos? 

Frank: Loos yeah. 

Carmen: Just started in Loos. Two of them. 

Dan: Until what age did that school go? 

Carmen: Grade 7, I think. 

Dan: And then to Willow River? 

Frank: That's right, yeah. 

Carmen: Willow River goes to Grade 7 and then go to Giscome. And highschool 
come to Prince George. 

Dan: So how long would it take then to commute? From Willow River they 
would go to Giscome? 
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Frank: Yeah. 

Cannen: Not too long by car. 

Frank: It's only 4 miles. 

Dan: Did you move to Prince George for them to go to highschool or did you 
stay ... 

Frank: Yes. We moved. 

Cannen: When our kids were getting older. 

Frank: That's what I said, we moved for the best for the kids more or less. 

Dan: Oh right. And then you bought this house, I remember. 

Cannen: Like we've got 7 children. Two of them they just went straight to Prince 
George school from the beginning, but the four oldest ones ... it was coming to be 
changed so we tried to transfer before the time come to bus them out eh. 

Frank: We always tried to stay ahead of the game in other words. 

Dan: So would there have been much social life for younger people? Like 
what sorts of activities would there be for kids? 

Frank: Not very much. 

Carmen: They used to make little parties, like just between the families. 

Frank: That's not what he's asking for. 

Dan: Sure. Anything that you can give me in general. 

Frank: I know that but like I say, this is just family life. You Ii ved in that house 
there and I lived in [inaudible??] not going to live up there [inaudible] 

Carmen: But we used to get together, they used to make them a skating rink 
because there was no such things in those days. We used to make a little skating 
rink and go play all together there. 

Dan: Were there hockey teams? 
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Frank: No, no, no, not those days. I think they did have something going around 
there right now. 

Dan: But no ball teams for the kids in the summer time? 

Frank: Yes there was a ball team in Willow River, yeah there was. They used to 
play that in the school yard, use the school. 

Dan: So there's things to do? 

Frank: At Willow River they did, yeah. Willow River wasn't too bad, too bad. 

Dan: So I guess in general, because we're dealing with 3 different 
communities, where did people work? 

Carmen: Sawmills or railroad. 

Frank: Sawmills, in the bush, on the railroad. That's it. That's the end of it. 

Dan: And you mentioned there was some trappers in Goat River? 

Frank: Well, yeah. But the trappers, are they still making fence posts? They used 
to make a little living out on the side. We had a couple of trappers and what do we 
called them? Like I said there's the homesteaders and the sawmills. More or less 
going as homesteaders to start with. But there was guys making fence posts, 
telephone poles, and that's the life. You wanted groceries, take the train and go 
and get it. From McBride, that's the closest you're going to get to it. 

Dan: So what were the company names? You mentioned there was 3 mills in 
Willow River? Can you remember the names of the companies? 

Frank: Geddes, Churches. I don't know the third one because it wasn't in there ... 
I know there was a sawmill in there but I never met anybody in there working. 
Like I said, you go up the hill right. But I know two for sure, like Churches and 
Gettis. And Gettis moved from Willow River to Shelley. He had a sawmill here, 
he moved the material from Willow River to Shelley. And the Churches ... I'm 
going back to the Churches here ... from there, some of the material he had at 
Willow River belonged to McGregor camp. That's back and forth, that's where 
you want to go. And the other mills, that one I don't know who it was, and there 
was another outfit there but I know very little about it... like you know, on a 
different site on the Willow River. I know there was a track going to work but 
what was behind it, I don't know. There could have been a planer in there, I don't 
have no clue. 
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Dan: What about in Loos? 

Frank: Loos, we just had a bush camp there. Mor or less just a bush camp there. 

Dan: So would you have worked at home? 

Carmen: I just stayed at home because I've got the small children. 

Frank: She had no choice. We had to move away from there. 

Dan: So it's mostly men's jobs, at that time, or what would be considered a 
man's job? 

Carmen: At the time, yes. 

Frank: Considered a man's job by the lady or not, that mill we had up there at 
Crescent Spur. I never seen one lady working in it. Up here, in Shelley, Giscome, 
I've seen a lady work but I've never seen one lady working up there. And I can't 
go any deeper with it, eh. I know it was there but it doesn't mean I don't know 
about it. I mean I know that it was there like for all the military people working 
there. Like Erling, there used to be another bush camp there. It was like a gang 
homestead business. He was making telephone poles and fence posts in there but 
he was the only person on the line, just him and the section foreman was there, eh. 
If the foreman was married, well then there's a woman involved in the area. If the 
foreman is single, it's only a matter of 5 people - section man. 

Carmen: Your brother used to work, used to live in Erling. 

Frank: Yeah. That fellow was making posts in there where Rosa used to live for 
awhile there, in behind? 

Carmen: His brother was in Erling too and ... 

Frank: Before ... most of it ... a little bit in my time, before my time [inaudible] 
and it is before my time. Every 10 miles there was a little sawmill, like a small 
sawmill eh. I can't name the places but I can name [inaudible??]. There's Penny. 
You've heard about Penny I presume? There was a big sawmill there. Sinclair 
Mills was a big sawmill. Cornell Mills was a big mill. 

Carmen: Are they still there today though? I don't think so. 

Frank: No. Well part. You can see something there but it's not running. 
Northwood bought them off. There's a big problem over those [inaudible??] in 
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those days. 

Dan: So you mentioned a couple of different jobs, a section foreman and I 
can't remember the name of it ... 

Frank: Logging. 

Dan: The two guys ... 

Carmen: Section house and the station, that belonged to the railroad at Penny. 

Dan: Because I'm interested to know what sort of skills would be needed for 
the job? 

Frank: In the rail road? Well you've got the foreman. Of course every job you 
have a foreman, right? And then you've got your 4 workers you know, 4 or 5, 
whatever is required. 

Dan: To maintain that section of the ... 

Frank: To maintain that section of the track. So in those days we used to get 10 
miles apart from one section to another. It was 3 men and a foreman so that's 4. 
That would give you the best parts ... like on section, like one of those .... You 
divide the railroad by ten miles eh. So every 10 miles you've got a different crew. 
Now if your section is bad, now you call her section to run and give you a hand, 
you know what I mean. So that's how the railroad ran. 

Carmen: The operator was higher than the foreman. 

Frank: That's got nothing to do with that. That was transportation. He don't want 
to know that. He wants to know the section crew, what the section crew was all 
about, right? 

Dan: Sure. You can tell me about the operator part as well. 

Frank: Well the operator does the transportation. I mean the train order, like I said 
transportation, they moved trains. The operator, like the one she started to talk 
about here, that controlled every train. He told them where to go, he told them 
where they are, they know each other. When they arrived at this point, there was 
no complication either. They just wired it, eh. But the train travelling, he had no 
wiring so he had to come to the station, like she's saying. Then the operator, the 
one she started to talk about, they put the arm down. If she put the red one, then 
stop. If you put green or yellow, well that means they want to give you the orders. 
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Dan: I read about that. They'd hold out a ... 

Frank: That's right. They put the order in like in the slingshot eh, so when the 
train goes by he puts his arm in there and drop the string and the order is in there, 
like in the slingshot eh. So that's what she started to say. 

Dan: And what was your job? 

Frank: My job was section man. Just a labourer. In those days [inaudible] 
operator. 

Dan: So who would have done the hiring for these sorts of things? 

Frank: Railroad? [affirmative response]. Well there's always ... we had one boss 
above another eh. My boss is a foreman. And then the foreman had his supervisor 
and he's the one doing the hiring. The foreman had nothing to do with hiring. 

Carmen: But they're still coming through Prince George. 

Frank: The supervisor, the road master we called him. 

Dan: And where was he based? 

Frank: Like she said, one was based in McBride. It depends on what location you 
are working with. And another one is based in Prince George. So if you were 
looking for an area like between ... because the territory used to be split, between 
the officials also. So okay, if you were in this area, you'd go to get hired in Prince 
George. If you come from McBride or know somebody in McBride, well you'd go 
see that guy in there if you want to work on the railroad. Lots of times there's 
complication in there somewhere. Either you know me or I know you, and I'm 
looking for a job. Say, okay I'll see the road master and see if he can give you a 
job. It's not necessary. You're going to get the job. 

Carmen: It was a little bit busier those days to get the job, not like today. If it's 
like today, he doesn't get the job. 

Frank: Well the [inaudible??] involved those days. Now it is. Now they want you 
to know [inaudible??] to work on the railroad. In those days when I started, you 
didn't need it. As long as you could use a shovel and a pick, you're fine. 

Dan: So those would have been the main tools? 

Frank: The shovel was the main tool, shovel and a pick. 
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Dan: To replace ties and that sort of thing? 

Frank: Exactly. 

Carmen: Take the old one up and replace the new one. 

Frank: We worked together but that was about the main two pieces of tools. 

Dan: What do they use to do that job today? 

Frank: Machine. 

Dan: What kind of machine? 

Frank: We call it a tamper, to squeeze the ballast under the ties like, and you just 
come and go, come and go. Right now, they've really improved a lot. They have a 
machine for they call it the boss regulator, so the tamper goes. She makes holes of 
course, eh. She use the ballast eh, and then the boss regulator comes behind and 
just rub those holes. It's complicated a little bit but if you've never seen it done or 
whatever. They've come a long ways anyway. 

Carmen: They don't do no work with the hands and there's no hard work for them 
because they have to take a machine. 

Dan: What length of shifts would you have worked? 

Frank: 8 hours. 

Dan: Five days a week? 

Frank: Five days a week. 

Carmen: And when they needed them night and day, winter time in the snow. 

Frank: Winter time, well that's in town here. It didn't affect us on the line. 
[inaudible??] line [inaudible??]. She was talking about how overtime works. In 
town here, because the yard ... it was such a big territory in the yard like and 
you're making trains and moving trains like, you know, in and out. On the line, 
you've only got one train coming. But here they have to make them, the train. So 
here it was more overtime, more work involved, in town. 

Dan: How would they have cleared the snow? 
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Frank: Now or then? 

Dan: Then. 

Frank: By hand. Shovel. 

Carmen: Those days by hand. 

Frank: [inaudible??] shovel. 

Dan: Not the whole track though? 

Frank: No, no, just the switches. You have to move them every day, that's what 
we're talking about eh. In the winter time, that's what you have to do, cleaning the 
snow on the switches. And if the train goes by badly, you use shims, you know the 
spacer, to level it up eh so it doesn't rock. 

Dan: Oh sure, because you have frost heaves. 

Frank: That's right. You have the frost heaves and you have to level it to them eh. 

Dan: Your crew would have been responsible for a section of track, like you 
were saying, 10 miles in length. 

Frank: Yeah. 

Dan: So would your employment have changed according to the season? 

Frank: No. Stable. Well [inaudible??]. 

Dan: Was your wage adequate compared to the cost of living in the places 
that you lived? 

Frank: No, no. I started working for $1.18 an hour. And when I ended of course, it 
was $16 an hour. But we always ... when you work in the union business, every 
two years or whenever the agreement will do. Then you always get a little bit of a 
raise, maybe 5 cents, 10 cents, whatever [inaudible??]. 

Dan: You had good job security then? 

Frank: Job security then was then. It's not anymore but it was then. We called it ... 
like you start up in the railroad like seasonal, and then you got applications, you 
bid when other places opened. Those days we used to have a place open, like 
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moving around. Disease or whatever the case may be eh. That's how we moved 
from Goat River to Loos, Willow River and Prince George, because the places 
opened, like I said. So you looked for those kinds of places, so I bid on them. I got 
them. Then I moved. And that's how the railroad run. Now it's a little different. 
There's not much of those kind of stuff left. 

Dan: Did you have benefit packages then? 

Frank: Yes. 

Dan: What kinds of things would have been covered? 

Frank: Well my dental, medical. And I would pay some to it, you know. But I 
think more or less like 50/50. I'm not sure for sure how we used to pay but I know 
I used to get that deducted off of my pay cheque. 

Dan: And was the benefit package adequate to meet yours and your families 
needs? 

Frank: That includes the family. That's the same thing even just now. Like when I 
had a family, I used to pay $60 a month. Now for her medical, $34 a month. 

Dan: What were labour relations like? When did the union come in actually? 

Frank: In '53. Like I said, when I started on the railroad, I started with $1.18 an 
hour. So you can figure it out. 

Dan: Were there ever strikes? 

Frank: I've been involved in two strikes. Two for sure, maybe three, but two for 
sure. There was once in Goat River and once in Prince George. 

Carmen: They never used to strike for long though. 

Frank: Two weeks because then the railroad is losing eh, because railroad don't 
going to run those days. There was no highway eh, between here and McBride. 
The railroad was the only transportation from Rupert to ... 

Dan: Right. You were talking about getting your groceries and stuff. 

Frank: That's exactly. I mean how long are you going to starve to death in the 
bush eh. And we had no place to stay as I said. There's no living quarter. I mean 
for me I was married and the family had a little shack ourselves. But everybody 

Interview #28 Frank and Carmen Vassallo May 30, 2000 22 



living in a company property, if you're going to strike by right they could boot you 
out. They never did but they boot you out so you have no place to stay. You're 
out. 

Dan: So when you lived in Willow River, was your job similar? 

Frank: Yeah, same thing. My job never changed very much. 

Dan: You never commuted very far? 

Frank: No, no. Not in Willow River no. My job has changed quite a bit since I 
moved to Prince George here in '61. No '61 I went to Willow River .... '67 I guess. 
When we bought the house [inaudible??] 

Carmen: Moved to Prince George and [inaudible??], so what year was that 
[inaudible??]. 

Frank: Go back [inaudible??]. '66. Yeah, that's then when we moved here. Then I 
started changing my job. I started operating equipment like. And then I was 
running gang sled you know, run the gang sled. And then I was a truck driver, but 
still with the same company. No change in company. 

Dan: Which company was that? 

Frank: CN. 

Dan: So how did your new job compare to the old ones? 

Frank: The new job didn't change too much for me. I'll tell you why. I kind of 
grew up with it, you know, working from one day to another with it. Except today 
I do this or I do this. And then again, opportunity came up, job open. I bidded. I 
got to work in the same job plus the track, you know, or the machine, whatever 
the case will be eh. So I don't snowplow so if there was snow between here and 
McBride, between here and Endako. 

Dan: So what sort of a house did you live in Willow River, or Loos or Goat 
River for that matter? 

Frank: Goat River we had a ... they used to call it the post office because there 
was just room for the mail, like for the campsites. And that was split into two 
rooms. Because we had the kids, so we split it to make two rooms. Then there was 
a shed in the bush. I filled it with horses I guess and I made a kitchen out of it. 
That's the life. In Loos, we had a 4 bedroom home ... I mean a 4 room home. Two 
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bedrooms and a kitchen and a living room. Like I said, we moved from one place 
to another, better every time except when we moved from Aleza Lake. I worked 
for Aleza Lake also. Then we moved from Aleza Lake, I went to Goat River. So I 
kind of backtracked considerably. 

Dan: You moved from Aleza Lake to Goat River? 

Frank: That's right, yeah. 

Dan: So that's even further behind. 

Frank: That was okay then because the children were small. We only had two 
children at the time eh, when we moved to Goat River. So it didn't bother me so 
much then, you know. So we like to stay together. I had a big [inaudible??], Goat 
River was no place for a woman really, put it that way, so you go there, you work 
and the weekend you drive to Penny and go home. 

Dan: So your houses would have been wood frame construction? 

Frank: Logging, log house. The one at Goat River. 

Dan: What about in Willow River? You mentioned that was an old company 
house? 

Frank: That was the Churches ... owned by the Churches. It's a lumber house. It 
was just another house. 

Carmen: [inaudible??] to themselves didn't they. 

Frank: No, it's a lumber house just like this one. 

Carmen: They were all houses eh, and fix them up little bit the way we can afford. 
[inaudible] 

Dan: So were most of the houses in Willow River similar? 

Frank: They were just similar. 

Carmen: Now it's very nice. Now it's really nice. Everything has changed. 

Frank: But even then, they're not building houses like this one you know, but just 
[inaudible??] of course. There's all kinds of houses there, to pick out. 
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Dan: Would there have been all kinds of quality too? 

Frank: Quality of houses? [affirmative] Depends. They've got small and big. 
That's what you'd like to say. 

Carmen: And it's wood houses like here. 

Frank: Because those days, the people owned the mill site, like the family 
workers, so they can keep up the school because if you don't have say 7 kids to go 
to school, then the government doesn't give us teachers and so on. So everybody 
tried to hire a family to keep them, so they have a house for you. That's what I 
said. The house I had belonged to Churches. So they build houses for the 
employees and rent it to them, so when he close up the door, then they 
[inaudible??] 

Dan: Did the design of your house suit the climate? The weather? 

Carmen: yeah. 

Frank: Those days there was no such thing as insulation like they have here now. 
There's no question about that. What they have up there we called it the black 
paper. Like they put one layer or two, put your lumber on top of it and that's your 
house, you know. 

Carmen: We've got wood furnace. 

Dan: Burn a lot of wood? 

Frank: Oh yeah. So much ice on your roof. 

Carmen: We don't know how much wood you need for the whole winter. 

Frank: Oh no, that's the difference, but at Willow River we're talking about, that 
was ... We didn't know what was doing in Willow River then, because she's going 
way back now. 

Carmen: In a couple of years you learn quite a bit. 

Frank: She's going back in the '50s anyway. When we came up to this country, I 
had no idea what this stove was all about, let's put it this way. About how much I 
need, like in the winter, I didn't know. We didn't know what winter meant. I had 
no winter in Malta, where we come from. 
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Dan: Where? 

Frank: Malta. My winter is better than this summer right now. That's fine. Used 
the stove to cook and sawed the wood eh. I didn't realize, let's put it this way, we 
need the stove to heat up the house. 

Dan: So you moved from Malta to Aleza Lake? 

Frank: Well I come up here to ... I spent 5 days in Prince George. I spent five days 
in Prince George, after we arrived in here, then moved toAleza Lake. 

Dan: What time of year? 

Carmen: In May. 

Dan: You couldn't have picked a better time eh? 

Frank: No. That's why we got fooled. We didn't know what we got into eh, the 
following winter. Winter was over but the following winter coming in. 

Dan: Must have been quite a shock. 

Carmen: Quite a shock in the first winter, that's for sure. I remember our friends 
come and check how much wood we have in the shed for the winter, and he just 
[inaudible??] about 6 or 8. He didn't know what else to do. 

Dan: You could probably burn 6 or 8 cords. 

Frank: Aleza Lake people, they are lovely people. [inaudible??] We had a 
[inaudible??]. One problem we had, we couldn't speak the language. Number two, 
we didn't know what the weather ... like I said already, what we're going to do 
about it. I don't know what to do about it. The people tried to help me out. Do 
this, do that, eh. But the storekeeper in there, he gave us coal... 

[ end of side one] 

Frank ... [inaudible] didn't have any money. [inaudible due to background noise] 
about from one pay day to another. And that's how we survived. 

Dan: So there must have been other people though that spoke the same 
language right? 

Carmen: Not at the time. 
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Frank: Not up here. We only had her cousin here with us one year. We brought 
him with us from Malta. 

Carmen: We never was quite close together right? 

Frank: No, [inaudible??] with us. Well anyway, one of her cousins, he lived with 
us for awhile. 

Carmen: But he can't speak English either. 

Frank: No, language we had a problem. There's no two ways about it. 

Dan: Getting back to homes, did most people rent or own their own homes? 

Frank: Those days? 

Dan: Yeah. 

Frank: 90% rent. 

Dan: From the company? 

Frank: Yeah. Well Aleza Lake, I don't know how they build the houses up there 
in Aleza. I have no clue because no sawmill in Aleza Lake. But was a sawmill at 
Trick's, we called it Trick's. I don't know if you've ever heard about it or not. 

Dan: No. 

Frank: Okay, that's between Aleza Lake and Upper Fraser. There used to be a 
sawmill there, right at the lake side. You ever go there? [affirmative response]. 
You see that lake as your going to [inaudible??] ... anyway, there was a mill ... used 
to be a mill there. I can't say the words of it right now. It was between Aleza Lake 
and Upper Fraser then. 

Carmen: Sinclair mill? 

Frank: No, no. [inaudible]. There was a mill in there and houses ... Aleza Lake, I 
don't know how they got involved with them. I don't know if there was a kind of 
camp set up in there or a store ... because the railroad involved ... there's a stop 
station so everybody would like to stay where it's close by so they can catch the 
train to go by. So I think that's how they kind of created places, you know, to stay 
close to the railroad and close to stations like, so they give their service on the 
train instead of walk a mile or whatever the case will be. 
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Dan: So was there adequate housing? Like if somebody new wanted to move 
in, were there houses available? 

Carmen: At the time there was a few. 

Frank: We didn't have any problem ourselves. When we were moving to i, when 
we came up here, the road master we called him, the foreman and we asked if 
there were any houses around there. And like I said, you know me and I know her. 
I ask her if there's any houses empty so there was a duplex, you know, side by 
side house I called them then. And there was [inaudible??] rent to us, but just a 
piece of wood, a train, that's about all. 

Carmen: It was a big house. Four rooms but we had nothing to put in it. 

Frank: That's about it up there anyway. 

Dan: It's a little bit off topic but I'm just curious, how did you travel from 
Malta to Prince George? 

Carmen: Boat. 

Frank: No, no. We travelled from Malta to Halifax by boat. Then of course we 
went from Halifax to here by train. 

Dan: To Prince George? 

Frank: To Prince George. 

Dan: Right to Prince George? 

Frank: Right to Prince George. 

Carmen: Two weeks in all on the boat and then from Halifax to here by train. 

Frank: Four days, three nights. 

Carmen: And also we got lost once. 

Dan: And that was in around 195 ... 

Frank: '53. There was no planes those days flying around. That's about the size of 
it eh. 
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Dan: So I guess there would have been good things and bad things about 
living in these smaller isolated communities. Can you think of some of the 
good things? 

Frank: Well you know, I think we both can speak that... I think we had a better life 
than we have in here, I think. I don't know if it was because we were young. Like 
I said ... 

Carmen: Everybody was friendly more and helped one another. 

Frank: Come weekend I go cut my firewood, you know, and split it or whatever 
you want to do about it and it's over with. Like visit our neighbours, have a coffee 
or tea together, play a couple of crib games. That's it, that's the end of it. Up here 
we have no time for anything any more. 

Carmen: These days we are more busy and more things to do and more places to 
go to eh. But those days, there's no place to go. What else you gonna do except 
visit the neighbours. 

Dan: So what would be some of the down sides to living out there? 

Frank: Right now? 

Dan: Then. Some of the negative aspects. 

Frank: Again, we gonna go back to the same story again, there's nothing to ... if 
you haven't got the job, there's no place for you there. You live with the job, you 
know what I mean because like I said, there's no transportation. I cannot leave my 
family when I'm travelling back and forth like we can do it now, but then you 
cannot do that. You know, you've got to be there, you're locked in there for a 
period of time and if you foreman and your boss tell you gonna work Saturday, 
and you need contact with your family or you're not going to see them for another 
week because you're locked in there. You're going to work then or you're going 
to lose the money and go home. One of the two. 

Dan: Was there a separation between rich and poor or maybe along the lines 
of race or ethnicity? 

Frank: No, not up there, no. 

Carmen: Not at the time, I don't think so. 

Frank: I think people up there was fairly well level up in there. I mean sure, I work 
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for you, you're a better man than I am of course. You've got the contract, you 
know, bush work or whatever, and I come up and ask you for a job. Well yes, I 
guess you are better than I am right? But that's about the size of it. 

Dan: Did the town have any community get togethers or maybe did the town 
sawmill organize those sorts of things? 

Frank: Well we didn't have much to do with the sawmill. Like I said about Upper 
Fraser because Upper Fraser did have that. They had that dance hall, you know, 
and they had a meeting hall but I never had nothing to do with that stuff eh. 

Carmen: But those days, also it was a Christmas party for the kids. 

Frank: We didn't have much to do with the campsite, like I said. I worked on the 
rail. What I learned is what I see and what I talked to ... like I talk to you for 
example, we do this, we do that eh. Well, that's fine but we don't do that unless I 
join you. Not where I lived [inaudible] 

Carmen: Those days a party, we get maybe 2 - 3 families together, have coffee 
together and visit. 

Frank: [inaudible??] no doubt about that. 

Dan: Did women work outside the home? 

Frank: Not a bit. Well a couple of people in the store at Crescent Spur. 

Carmen: And somebody ... janitor at grade school. 

Frank: Just like a family helper like I called it. Like at Crescent Spur there was a 
store. It was the store keeper and his wife running the store and they had a helper, 
but that's the only ladies you see working up there. Like I said ... 

Carmen: And in the school. 

Frank: Yeah, the janitor was working there. Work in the bunkhouse and so on. 

Dan: So there would have been a lot of single men in the communities? 

Frank: Yeah. Yes there was. The question is those places ... they called it the 
bunkhouse and that's all full of bachelors, let's put it this way. And every place, 
they had a bunkhouse because like I said, you're surrounded. You've got no place 
to have a family even if you have [inaudible??] you can have it with you there. 
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Because there's no school, number one, no store. Like some places, the food 
comes by train and then you use it and keep it in the open air, no ice houses. Or 
unless you've got an ice house or a fridge or whatever, there's no power. 

Dan: Were there any single parent families? 

Carmen: No. In those days, not up there. 

Frank: I don't think I ever recall any myself. No. 

Dan: Would there have been any groups for women? 

Carmen: No, nothing at all. 

Dan: So where would the men get together in the community? 

Carmen: Working and go visit. 

Frank: No, no. It depends where you're located, you know what I mean. What I 
mean by that, like Crescent Spur they never had those things. They don't get 
together unless, as she said, two families get together and okay and let's go and 
buy a bottle of wine or get two cases of beer and then we're going to have a party 
this weekend. That's the only way. And then either in your house or in my house. 
That's the end of it. 

Dan: In Willow River though ... 

Frank: In Willow River we used to use the school. The school board or whoever 
was looking after the school then, they give it to us, you know, so we go there and 
whatever they want to do about it. 

Carmen: Not to drink, just a little party for the kids. 

Frank: Well whatever. 

Dan: Get together or something like that? 

Frank: Yeah. 

Dan: So where would young men and women meet? 

Carmen: Forget it. No place. There's no such things. 
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Frank: [inaudible]. Again, like Victoria for example, and her sister, they married 
in Willow River. They met those boys in there. 

Carmen: No, no. But you need to go out. 

Frank: No. How they met he said. 

Dan: In the first place, maybe they'd meet at church or ... 

Frank: Through school or church whatever eh. 

Dan: You mentioned that there was no church in Willow River and that you 
travelled to Giscome. What church is that? 

Frank: Catholic Church. 

Dan: That's what I figured. Were there any daycares? It seems silly to ask. 

Carmen: No. 

Dan: I didn't think so. 

Frank: But Willow River there was a church. Don't say it wasn't. 

Dan: Okay. But it was not a Catholic Church. 

Frank: No. But there was a church in there. 

Dan: Anglican? 

Frank: Mr. Brown ... they had the church in there. I don't know the name of it but 
there was a church in Willow River. 

Carmen: It was a church. 

Dan: Maybe Anglican or United? 

Carmen: No. What is the one on Fifth and Foothills? 

Frank: There was a church in here at Willow River. 

Carmen: It was a church in there but I'm not sure what they called it. 
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Frank: Willow River had this church and Giscome had that church because the 
Catholic church was in there. Aleza Lake had a church too, for that matter. 

Dan: So you mentioned that there was a couple of people on either side of 
your house here that lived up that way? 

Carmen: Yeah. 

Dan: What are their names because we're putting together a list of people 
that we hope to interview in the future. 

Carmen: One is Carl Mitchell and Mrs. Fetterosy?? She's ... I think 
[inaudible??] should be in Liard. And Carl Mitchell is in Manson. 

Dan: Excellent. So this is pretty much at the end of the interview. 

Frank: I think it's enough too. 

Dan: Do you have anything that you'd like to ask me or anything you'd like 
to add? 

Frank: No, not really, no. I mean I hope you know what this is all about. I hope we 
did help you out for what you ... 

Dan: I think so, yes. Can we contact you again if there's any questions that 
we come up with for you? 

Carmen: Sure. 

Frank: I'll try to refresh my mind, if that's what you mean. 

Dan: And do you have any memorabilia that you would be willing to lend us, 
for instance pictures, letters or diaries? 

Frank: Pictures of what like? 

Carmen: This book will tell you quite a bit. I can lend it to you but I'd like to have 
it back. 

Dan: Oh, of course. 

Carmen: And pictures, yes. I can look for some pictures. I won't say today. 
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Dan: What I can do then is I can leave the number of my prof with you, 
Aileen Espiritu, and her phone number and that way if you do come up with 
something, you can give her a call. 

Carmen: Sure. 

Frank: What are you looking for? Pictures of where or what? 

Dan: Any kind of pictures I would think they'd be interested. 

Carmen: [inaudible] 

Dan: Anything that you took when you were there, whether it was on the rail 
line or family life having a picnic. 

Frank: Oh yeah. She can help you out that way. 

Dan: Okay. Thank you very much. 

Frank: Thank you. 

Carmen: You're welcome. 

[end of interview] 
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