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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 429 

Mr. Jack Long 
Box 249 
McBride, B.C. 
VOJ2EO 

Dear Mr. Long: 

July 31, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of McBride with you. Thank-you for taking the 
time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the Upper Fraser 
Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the research project, 
as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was particularly 
informative to hear your recollections about development of the farming community, as 
well as the impact the Yell ow head Highway had on local businesses. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

James Squissato 
Project Interviewer 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

Name of Participant:_:S:__._,..~ c.....~c-v('---"~-L~ .... ("\-·, .... 0.....,..,..· ~--------, '-.,;) 

Place of interview: Y'--c_ ~~; J._'-------=-...;;_----'-------------

Mailing Address of Participant 

,--...__ ~ r I Y'.~-~ 
Date: \.._.) 71 ( ( ~ -------'--------='-----------

My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specifib information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

1. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

7 
/ 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

appropriate archival depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

Signature of Participant Date 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

) 

/ 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 (correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is S::: c ~ u-,ss4 (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 429 

Mr. Jack Long 
Box 249 
McBride, B.C. 
VOJ 2EO 

Dear Mr. Long: 

November 6, 2000 

We are pleased to enclose a copy of the transcript of your interview with James for your 
safekeeping. If you have any changes or comments after reading the transcript, please do 
not hesitate to contact us: 

Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 

(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5856 

Again, we thank you for your interest and participation in the Upper Fraser Historical 
Geography Project. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 



Interview #41 Jack Long July 19, 2000 

James: I'm with Mr. Jack Long. My name is James Squissato. We're about 4 
miles east of McBride. It is the year 2000, July 19th and the consent form has 
been signed. I guess first question is what's the thing you remember most 
about the time you spent in the McBride area? 

Good question. I suppose one would have to say probably the first time you saw it. 

James: What was that? 

Well there was nothing here. There was a town but there was very little in the way 
of roads or very little development and it was probably the biggest impression 
because it's the first impression. 

James: When did you come here, what year? 

In the spring of 1937. 

James: And where was it from? 

From Alberta. 

James: Whereabouts? 

In immediately from Hinton but originally from central Alberta, Drumheller. 

James: And what brought your family here? 

Well I suppose it was a combination of ... when you're just a kid you don't really 
know why your parents are doing something but I suspect it was a combination of 
hard times in the prairies, dry years, depression years and that type of thing. 

James: So came for work then? 

Yeah, yeah, right. 

James: When you came was it right to McBride or to Dunster? 

No, to McBride. 

James: Do you remember what the population was around that time? 
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I have no idea. I couldn't remember what it was at that time. 

James: Do you know if it was mostly families or young people or older people 

Oh, there was probably a fairly even split because there was quite a few of the 
people that were in their 50s and 60s that came into the area with the railway 
construction and then remained working there. 

James: Now was there a large sort of transient population? 

Oh there was a floating population that was the same as all over during the 
depression years. A lot of guys on the move looking for jobs and then there's the 
... up to 1937. 1939 the war started so things started to settle down and a lot of 
people got frozen into jobs so they didn't move much. 

James: Have you ever had to leave the area at all? 

I've been away working a number of times on land clearing and construction and 
logging in different parts of BC, and then there was a period of consulting in 
eastern Canada and the Maritime provinces in that line of work, farm 
development and that sort of thing. 

James: Now did your .family stay here? 

They stayed and I commuted. 

James: Did you live right in the town of McBride? 

At one time I did. When we first came here originally, my parents bought a farm 
so they moved directly onto the farm, the homestead, but I never lived in town 
until after I was married. And then we lived in town and I was working road 
construction, logging, that sort of thing. 

James: Where was the original homestead? 

Oh just up the road here about a mile and a half. 

James: Up the Jervis Road? 

Yes. Well up there, Jervis then over onto Lang Road there. 

James: Now at that time were there neighbours close by to you? 
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Oh yes. Some of the original families are still there, just a younger generation. 

James: What are their names, do you know? 

One is Earl Jeck. His family were here when we came here. 

James: Have you seen that there's been many changes to the town? 

Oh there's been a lot of changes. When you consider that at that time ... and right 
up until the late 60s, about '68/69, there was no highway. In the mid 50s there was 
a road developed and the intent was to sufficiently keep open through the winter 
time to go east but there wasn't a road that could take truck traffic until late, about 
1970/71, in there somewhere. 

James: East to Jasper? 

Yeah, east to Jasper. So other than that all of the transportation was by rail. 

James: So how do you think that changed the town itself? 

Oh considerably because in the earlier years there were more businesses in the 
town than there is now, considerably more. Initially when we came here there 
wasn't, but then as the town grew somewhat ... and there was a point there where 
we had hardware stores, 2 men's wear stores, ladies wear store, probably about the 
same amount of restaurants - no less restaurants than that - oh a couple of hotels. 
There was an automotive dealership, International Harvester, GMC, and Chrysler 
dealerships. 

James: The big three. 

Yeah, they're all gone now. And then for farm equipment there was John Deere, 
International Harvester, Ford Farm Machinery, Massey Harris subsequently turned 
into Massey Ferguson and [inaudible??], and they're all gone now. There's none 
of them there. 

James: So if you needed parts? 

Well now you'd deal with Prince George or in our case you deal in Alberta. 

James: Now was there churches and ... 

Yeah there was the United Church, Anglican Church, Catholic Church - those 3 
would be it. Since then there's Advent and Jehovah Witness and Pentecostal and 
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you know, some of the other denominations. 

James: Now do you remember when electricity came? 

Well there was electricity in the town when we came to McBride. It was supplied 
by the CNR roundhouse. And then it would be in the mid 50s when ... '54/55 in 
there somewhere ... no, no, a little later. More towards maybe '57/58, and after BC 
Hydro took over the local distribution system and generating system, they 
extended it on to the Bones River and out to Lamming Mills. And then a few 
years later it was extended into Dunster and out that way. 

James: What about a telephone? 

Telephone followed very closely with the Hydro. I couldn't tell you exactly what 
year. 

James: It gives us a general idea though. Now what about ... now what would 
you do for entertainment, or what did you do? 

Well it was a ... there was a ... after the war when there was more people coming 
around here and there was younger guys coming back from the services starting 
their own businesses, a theatre was built which held shows and of course there 
was [inaudible??] local entertainment ant that sort of thing. 

Was there a community hall at the time? 

Yeah there was the Elks Hall in McBride which is still there and still being used 
for the local hall. 

James: So people go there for dances or ... 

Yeah dances and various things like that. School concerts and all that type of 
thing. 

James: Oh the school would put on concerts? 

Yeah. and then there was ... at that time, there was a little school out in this area, 
just up the comer here just a half mile north, and then there was another school 
out in Mountainview area. 

James: Oh, so there's a few? 

Yeah and then there was a school after the Seventh Day Adventists set up 
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Lamming Mills, they also had a school of their own there which they still have. 

James: Now all these schools, what grades did they go to? 

The rural ones, they went from one to eight. And then there was two schools in 
McBride, one to eight and the other one til nine, so anyway, going to highschool 
you had to go to McBride out of the rural schools. 

James: And just commute back and forth? 

Yes, and some of them stayed in town and then others ... eventually when the 
school districts were amalgamated into 58, and then 58 was amalgamated with 57, 
then there was a dormitory set up. 

James: As far as health services at the time ... say from when you came here 
to ... 

When we came here there was a doctor here and there was a Red Cross Outpost 
Hospital which had, I think, a couple of nurses. 

James: Were these services adequate for the community's needs do you 
think? 

Oh I guess you could look at it this way, there was a doctor here all the time and 
that isn't the case today. 

James: There's no ... 

The medical profession looked at it a little bit differently. They realized they're on 
call 24 hours a day and weekends holidays and everything. It wasn't something 
they just walked away from. So it wasn't by today's standard the top medical 
attention but nonetheless the routine stuff was handled without a great deal of 
problem - broken legs and arms, this type of thing, and appendicitis operations, 
that type of thing. 

James: Was there a need to go to any other communities like to Prince 
George or Jasper to get things done? 

Well, there was no dentist for a long time so dental work had to be done in one of 
the two places, and occasionally there would be a travelling dentist. 

James: And he'd just come to McBride and ... 
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Yeah, he would come and set up wherever in town. 

James: Now do you remember what the social life was like for yourself, say 
in your teenage years? 

Well we didn't have this social life as teenagers that they have today because 
when you're out of school, you went to work, and you didn't have a lot of time or 
money even when you're going to school. 

James: I guess not. Solves the issue of social life. 

But teenagers, you know, they went to community dances and all this sort of thing 
and there wasn't a lot of teenagers either. But the bulk of teenagers had a lot of 
work to do, you know, on their small farms. They were a major part of the labour 
force. 

James: Why wasn't there a lot of teenagers? 

Just too small and new of a community. 

James: Now where did most people work when you lived there? 

There was ... a lot of them in the rural area, they're living on small homesteads 
and small farms and so they were working on them through spring and summer, 
fall and then a lot of them would find a job in the bush in the winter time or a 
sawmill, that sort of thing. 

James: Were there many mills around? 

Yeah, there was more mills than now. There was a couple ... at the beginning of 
the war there was a couple of small ones and then through the war, there was 3 or 
4 more that got going. A couple of them became good sized operations. Herstead 
was one of them. He was in operation in 1937 when he started Herstead Lumber. 
And then following that, the McBride Timber Company which was owned by 
Shell Arbour, and they had an operation, a sizable operation for those times, for 
quite some time and then they subsequently moved to the McGregor Area in 
Prince George. The McBride Timber Road going up the Mud River is named 
after that company. 

James: Oh, I never realized that. 

And there was another good sized mill at La.mming Mills that was owned by the 
Lamming family and they were major employers. But there was some other little 
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mills would set up and work for a year and disappear, and they were coming and 
going all the time. 

James: Did you ever work at ... 

Oh yeah. 

James: So were you a faller or worked in the mill? 

No, well I worked a little bit falling, a little bit horse skidding, but it wasn't long 
that I went to driving truck and then into heavy equipment, cats and stuff like that. 

James: For the forestry? 

Working in logging. I spent 3 years in the Prince George and Bums Lake area 
and then to Quesnel with the provincial government. They owned the land claim 
division at the time so I spent 3 years working for them. 

James: You said you worked out east too in forestry? 

Well, that was land clearing and farm land development. 

James: Did you gain your land clearing experience here in McBride? 

No, no, working out in that area I just mentioned - Quesnel, west out to Bums 
Lake. I subsequently moved back here and then did a lot of land clearing in the 
area but by that time, I had my own operation and my own equipment. 

James: Oh okay. So you're a farmer now? 

Yeah, right. 

James: What type of farm? 

Primarily grass seed production. But there's grain involved in that in rotations but 
our primary thing is grass seed production. 

James: Not knowing much about that, can you explain what it exactly is? 

Well when you grow a lawn, you've got to have some seed right. That's it. 

James: You produce the seed? 
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We produce those types of seeds but forage grass, lawn grass. Our major one is 
Meadowgold, which is forage primarily, grazing and hay grass. But we also grow 
ecological repair grasses as well. 

James: Ecological repair? 

Yeah. Roadside bank seeding and reclamation, that type of thing. 

James: How many years have you been doing this for? 

I've been doing that for over 20 years. 

James: Did you ever farm in any other areas or has it always been ... ? 

No, any farming I did was this here. This farm wasn't supposed to be here. My 
intention was to clear it and develop it and sell it. I got all that done and I never 
got it sold. 

James: So you started to farm then? Were you happy about the shift to 
farming? 

Well we can't complain. It's been good for us. We were in the cattle feed lot 
business for quite awhile before the shift over into grass seed. We can't complain 
I guess. We had a good living at it. 

James: What did your Dad farm? 

He farmed just up the road here aways. My younger brother has that operation. 

James: And what is it? A dairy farm or ... 

Well it was a dairy farm originally but it's now a cow-calf operation. 

James: When you worked for some of the mills or worked for the lumber 
companies, do you remember any of the lumber company having any staff 
housing or bunkhouses or ... 

They all did. 

James: Do you remember what the quality of the housing was like? 

Well it was average for those days and today you wouldn't find anybody living in 
them. But that was the standard of the day so that's where you lived. Some of 
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them were log and some of them were frame. I stayed in some that were, as far as 
warmth and that, were quite good and I stayed in others that the water would 
freeze overnight in your sleeping bag. 

James: What was your shift like? Like how long and how many hours? 

Oh it was the normal work day. It was an 8 hour day and it wasn't until into the 
50s when you would expect to be off Saturday. You would work til Saturday noon 
and for a long time you'd work until Saturday night at the normal quitting time. 6 
days a week. But eventually it became a 5 1/2 day week and then a 5 day week. 

James: Now they asked what's the spatial extent of your work but obviously 
you worked all over the place. 

That's right. And when I was working with my own equipment, of course then the 
day would be a lot long longer. We would put in 10-12 hour days where we could 
and then you always had servicing and repair work on top of that so you worked 
longer hours. 14-16 hour days was common. But sometimes you'd be on a 
Department of Highways job and you could only work 10 hour days or something 
like that. 

James: Did your employment change during the change of seasons? 

Well we would be ... in the summer time would be the primary land clearing or 
road right of way clearing and road building would be mostly in summer time. We 
did some of that in the winter. In the winter time it would shift over to logging 
somewhere. 

James: Was your wage adequate compared to the cost of living at the time? 

Yes, it was. When you look at it in dollar terms it wasn't all that high but then the 
cost of living wasn't as high either. Everybody that was doing wages then, they 
were living as well as anyone during that period. 

James: You could save a little bit of money if you wanted? 

If you wanted to yeah. But anybody raising a family of 3-4 kids, that was a very 
good size family at that time or bigger, it was no different than today. The money 
was all used up. 

James: No doubt. Did you feel secure in your job then? 

We never gave it a second thought. When that job folded up you went and got 
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another one. 

James: There was always lots of work then? 

Well if they didn't, you'd go until you found another one. There wasn't all this 
panic about big layoffs and not having a job and not being able to eat or anything. 
You could always find something to do. 

James: Do you remember what labou relations were like with some of your 
employers? 

There was never any serious problems. If you didn't like it, you pulled the pin and 
left, simple as that. It was up to you, if you wanted to stay, you stayed. 

James: Do you remember things like strikes or labour disputes like that or 
was there anything like that? 

There was the odd one. I was never involved in a strike, labour dispute, in all the 
time that I was working. But there were a couple elsewhere, especially for Prince 
George and that, but they were short-lived affairs. 

James: Another question, what were some of the more pleasant aspects of 
living in the McBride area? 

I'd never given that a thought, strangely. 

James: I've got lots of tape so you can take your time. 

I suppose that there's a little bit more laid back area so you're not pressured quite 
the same as if you were in a more urban environment. But that doesn't appeal to 
everyone. 

James: It certainly does to me. 

Some people just couldn't handle it. 

James: Any negative aspects about living here? 

Well you're living with more isolation, both years ago and now, because of 
distance to a major centre. And as times are changing, less and less services are 
available in these small towns so you'd have to go to the bigger centres and so you 
have a time factor there. 
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James: Do you find yourself commuting more now to Prince George or to ... 

Yes, you have to because you know, your more specialized medical services are 
there. All your lawyer services and that type of thing are there, government offices 
are all there, so you have to. 

James: How often do you have to go into PG? 

Not any more often than I have to. We tend to do more business in Alberta than 
we do in BC. 

James: Where do you go to? 

The bulk of our supplies come from Edmonton or south of Edmonton, 
Petascowen, somewhere in there. 

James: Is that because more of a farming community? 

Yeah, that's right. 

James: Over the years have you noticed much separation between rich and 
poor people, like when you first came and ... 

Yes, yes there is because in the earlier years, even those with steady jobs which 
were always tied to the railway or the forest service and things like that, but their 
salaries, their wages weren't all that high. The only difference was that they were 
constant. But there wasn't a great deal of difference in living standards. You 
didn't see the people ... the growing wealth there today ... or then like you do 
today. 

James: So you see a big difference? 

Yeah, there's a difference there. How much of that is do to economic conditions 
and how much is do to the fact that government wealth and services are more 
readily available, I don't know. 

James: Now is there much separation between people with different race or 
ethnicity at that time? 

Nobody ever gave it a second thought. 

James: How would you describe your relationship with your neighbours? 
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It's always been good. 

James: Did the community itself have community get-togethers like picnics 
and ... 

Yeah, there was always an activity at New Years, Christmas time, there was 
always first of July celebrations which were in the town and that sort of thing. 
Now those things are spread out more. 

James: Do you know if the sawmills played any role in the community get
togethers at all? Did they fund any of them in any way? 

No, not really. 

James: Do you recall women working outside the home? 

Women working outside? 

James: Yeah. 

Well they had to because through the week a lot of their husbands would be away 
in camp, go home on weekends. So they'd have to be doing outside work. 

James: So outside chores around the farm? 

Right. 

James: Do you remember more people say working in banking or other sorts 
of industries like that? 

Well for years until 1950 there wasn't a bank here. I wasn't here at the time that 
the bank was established here and I'd forgotten when it was established until an 
invitation came in the mail the other day to attend the 50th anniversary. 

James: Now was there a large number of single men in the community? 

Yeah there was because every mill operation had to have a lot of labour because it 
was more labour intensive then so they all had bunkhouses and all the single guys 
stayed in the bunkhouses. And then in the winter time, after the war, there was 
always a lot of Alberta, Saskatchewan farm boys coming in to work in the bush 
for the winter. 

James: And then back home for the ... 
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Yeah, that's right. Some of them, in fact a number of them became major forces in 
the logging and sawmill industry here in the interior. 

James: Do you remember any single parent families in the community? 

No, not really because they couldn't exist. If there was a situation where there was 
a single parent through for whatever reason was left ... maybe the death of a 
spouse or something, left with a child or a few children, those kids would usually 
be taken up by relatives or some thing, or maybe remarried. 

James: Was there any groups for women at the time? 

Yeah, there was the Women's Institutes. The churches all had women's 
auxiliaries, that sort of thing. 

James: Do you remember sort of the roles in the community, what they did? 

Explain that a little further, what you're looking for there. 

James: Did they help the community in any ways? 

Oh, absolutely because without the women's contributions the community 
wouldn't be able to function. 

James: Now was there men's groups, like was there a place where men would 
get together? 

Oh yeah, there was the Farmer's Institutes. That was the major one in the early 
days. And the farmers were loggers and loggers were farmers and the major mill 
owners would be attending those things because they had a role to play there. And 
there wasn't the collar and tie distinction between the employer and the employee. 
They would be on a first name basis. 

James: Were you part of the Farmer's Institute? 

Oh yes. I was president for 10 or 12 years, something like that. 

James: Oh president! Do you remember what years those were? 

Oh they were back in the 60s and early 70s, and I couldn't give you, right off 
hand, I couldn't give you exactly the dates. I've probably got it here some place. 
They weren't that important. 
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James: Now what was the role of the Farmer's Institute? 

It was a body that had representation through it's zone areas, what they call 
districts. We were in District C and there were several other Farmer's Institutes. 
District C would elect representation to represent them who would then make 
representation for the entire district's needs, perceived needs, to directly to the 
Ministry of Agriculture in Victoria. And unlike today, they actually met with the 
various government ministers. They would travel to Victoria for a two or three 
day period once a year and they would meet with the minister and the deputy, the 
highways minister and his deputy, and the forestry minister, whatever the 
concerns were being addressed, they would meet directly with those. 

James: Did you? 

Yeah, I was involved in some of those things. 

James: Now where did most of the people in the community of McBride, and 
I guess the outlying areas, come from? 

Well I think you could say they came from over a big area. Some of them were 
from ... a lot from Alberta, a lot from Saskatchewan. And if it wasn't for 
Saskatchewan, central BC wouldn't have a population. And there was quite a 
number of direct immigrants from Europe. 

James: Where abouts? 

Well they would be out of central Europe and some out of England and some out 
of Germany. 

James: Central such as Italy and ... 

Yeah, right. 

James: Were there any visible minorities in the community at all? 

Not until after the war was over and then we started getting more immigration 
from Europe. There was a lot of Italians who ... well they were visible as an Italian 
group, nonetheless they melded into the community rather quickly. 

James: So do you remember any sort of racial or ethnic tension at the time? 

Never saw it. There would sometimes be some frictions when some of the 
Europeans would get together and particularly Germans here, they tend to be a 
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little pushy. And they hadn't forgotten that when they got working together and 
there was some of the Scandinavians and Dutch and that who had felt the German 
oppression so occasionally things would flare up a bit, but it quieted down right 
away. They were minor things. Today they might get into the news media. At that 
time they never got as far as the beer parlour. They were minor things. 

James: When foreign immigrants did come to the town, how were they 
treated? Like welcomed? 

Like everybody. You would do your work and you got your pay and that's all 
there was to it. 

James: That's pretty much all. Is there anything else that you'd like to add? 
You're on record so you might as well ... 

I don't know anything new. If I got going on some things, you probably wouldn't 
want to record them anyway. 

James: You never know. 

No, there's been some major changes, when you look back on them, were 
inevitable. Where the community is going to go from now on is questionable 
because we don't have a very strong timber industry anymore and our farm 
community is changing very rapidly. There are very few self-sustaining farms left. 

James: Could you put a number on that? 

Yes, really I could. There's two here in this area. Over on the other side of the 
river there would be about 6. And in Dunster there'd be another 3 or 4. There's 
only 8 or 10 between McBride and Dunster that are self-sustaining anymore. 

James: How many at one time at it's peak? 

At it's peak there would have been probably 60 or 70 of them that were self
sustaining, with very little off farm employment. 

James: What do you credit that too? 

Well, a number of things. One thing, it's a small area and as the farms started to 
get broken up, people wanted to sell them for whatever reason, so they would sell 
them and then they eventually became small lots and acreages. And the trend in 
farming, it doesn't matter what kind of farming you are in, is to bigger operations 
and that is forced by the technology and markets, that type of thing. 
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James: My wife's father's feeling that right now, so he's getting close to 
retire. He said certainly he couldn't exist on his acreage much longer. 

No, well we're running in with the same thing here. To hire employees today, the 
farm work here is impossible. 

James: Just money wise or ... 

Money wise plus the fact that farming is considered bottom of the social level you 
might say. It doesn't enjoy the same status that it does in a lot of other countries. I 
know we've been in New Zealand a couple of times for a month or two at a time 
and the difference is very noticeable there. Agriculture, anybody involved in 
agriculture there is quite highly regarded. They are a mainstay in the economy. 
That's not the same situation that we have here. It's quite noticeable. 

James: I'd have to agree with you there. It's something that's changed too. 
Don't you think that at one time it was? 

Oh, it was at one time yeah. 

James: A lot more respected, yeah. 

Yeah it was. 

James: Now as far as the future of the community, do you see any future in 
the community? 

I see a really shaky future because there has to be employment, and they can talk 
all they'd like about tourism and various things but a minimum wage job doesn't 
replace a good logging or milling job. People can't live off that and I don't see 
tourism gainfully taking the place of the basic industries. They can't do it. 

James: So any other ideas about the ... 

That's a difficult one to answer. We have thought that in the past there has been a 
place for expansion in the seed growing business because there's a demand for 
that type of thing but it's labour intensive. It requires a higher level of 
management than say just feed operations but it also requires very strict adherence 
to weed control and we have no weed control in this area anymore. 

James: How come? 

Well I guess it was because the provincial government had control of it for a long 

Interview #41 Jack Long July 19, 2000 16 



time and then the Regional District thought they should be running it so they took 
it over, found out it wasn't all that it was cracked up to be, and they were getting a 
lot of pressure from environmentalists about using this type of thing, and anti
herbicide people, and that so they just kind of faded away from it. So now we 
have none and I can see the end of some of these farms just from weeds. It's 
happening already. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

I can't think of anything offhand. 

James: Is there anything you'd like to ask me? 

Yeah, when is this going to be published? Where will it be published? 

James: There will be quite a few things published. Well the transcription I 
would like to send one back to yourself and that way you can read it over and 
your wife can read it over and your children and whoever else just so they 
have an idea what it was like for you. And there's also 2 or 3 books that will 
come out of this, one more of an academic sort of book and one that will be 
an easier sort of read. All factual but one will be a little bit ... one will be a 
little more boring than the other one. 

Well that depends on your point of view. 

James: Exactly. I tease my professors there. 

Will you be following this all the way through. 

James: I've heard a rumour anywhere from 15-20 years. I've thought about 
certainly doing my Masters and what I've been really interested in ... my 
travels, interviews, over the last couple of months, is the farmers in the 
community. When I first came through here, in 1994, I was living in Jasper 
for a year and I hadn't been west on 16 before in my life. I'd done the Lower 
Mainland area but never .... And then when I came through ... just coming 
out of the valley there just past Tete Jeune and then suddenly you see a few 
farms and then there's another farm. I was amazed by the fact there was 
farms here. I never would have guessed. And certainly there's a whole bunch 
and then when you go up to the top of the peak up there, you can see how big 
of an area it is really. So I would probably look at the farming in the whole 
valley as a Masters thesis. There's also going to be sort of community days. I 
guess they'll be having these next summer and they'll have a day say in 
McBride or Dome Creek and all the other places. I guess they'll have 
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pictures and sort of writings of the valley and people will come and look and 
say, "well that building actually wasn't there, it was over there". So there's 
quite a few things that will come out of this. 

The thing that I see happening specifically with farming, I guess, is that there's no 
young people and without young people coming into it, it has to die. The area 
itself is not big enough to sustain big farms because they can't expand. Small 
farms can't provide a living any longer. 

James: So do you see one or two farms in the area? 

Well over time it will come down to that but then what's going to happen to these 
little sized ones that are lost on the way. 

James: So do you think they'll just be eaten up and be one or two big ... 

Well I don't think that some of them will revert right back. There's already land 
that I cleared years back that has grown back up to bush again. And it's growing 
back up with heavier bush than what I cleared off originally in the 60s and the 
early 70s. And I can see that happening more and more. As you drive around you 
see bush creeping in on some fields along the edges and that type of thing. You 
see a lot of weeds taking over. And we have a lot of people who are buying small 
lot properties who are not ever intending to farm with it but they are living on a 
quarter section or something like that, but it's tied up. It doesn't come into 
production and it slowly grows back to bush. They don't intend to farm at all. 

James: 160 acres, a quarter section, eh? 

Yeah. 

James: That's a lot of land. 

But a lot of it's bush, maybe part way up the mountain side or something. Not a 
lot of productive land on it. 

James: Do you see sort of a change back to the ... I interviewed one person 
and I guess their son is getting involved in more hard lumber, sort of taking 
down birch and things like that. Do you hear much of that? 

There's been a little limited amount of that going on but when you're living in a 
very small area, it doesn't take very long to exhaust that [limited??] supply. 

[end of side one] 
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A lot of that wood is in the main valley. It's not up side mountains, and not too 
high up the mountain sides either because of elevation, so it wouldn't take very 
long to exhaust it. 

James: So obviously just for a few ... 

For a few years and then it'll be gone. That's right. And another thing that's going 
to make a difference too in these smaller isolated areas is transportation costs. It's 
going to be a big factor. 

James: Do you find transportation costs affects you quite a bit? 

Yeah, it does because our fertilizer and that sort of thing is trucked from central 
Alberta. It doesn't matter who you buy it from. That's the source. Those trucking 
costs are going up. I was in the trucking business a number of years back and I'm 
familiar with the costs and those costs are escalating all the time. A lot of trucks 
are working today for next to nothing. You know, there's a very, very small 
margin of profit in trucking. And it costs more to take our product out. In our case, 
we're shipping high value product so it's not respected as much as say a low value 
product like barley. And livestock under normal pricing, the cost of transportation 
is the higher issue there. 

James: Did anybody ever try to grow wheat here at all? 

Oh yes, we've grown wheat here and the quality was good. We've grown wheat in 
our rotation. We don't grow grain as a grain farmer. We just grow grain to get a 
rotation and a break in our seed fields and that's the only reason. But no, we've 
grown wheat where we have graded number 1. Number two ... two and one 
consistently in there. We have a market for wheat that's non-board because there's 
a flour mill at Armstrong in north Okanagan, and they're out of the board zone 
area so we can ship the wheat to them. Non-board so we get a higher price than 
what prairie farmer wheat goes for. 

James: Is there any wheat farmers right now? Is there any people farming 
wheat right now? 

I think there's ... there used to be 3 of us doing that. I think there's one left now. I 
haven't seen any grain for two years. That's not to say I won't be seeing it again. 

James: How many sections or quarter sections might you ... 

I might see maybe one quarter, maybe a quarter and a half. 
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James: Things like barley or ... 

Yeah, frequently barley rather than wheat. It depends on which block of land 
you're dealing with and which you have a market for. 

James: [Have you ever tried growing??] canola or anything like that? 
Oh, we've grown canola, yes. We've grown canola quite successfully, and peas. 
There again, they were a rotation crop. 

James: But still successfully? 

Oh yes. Big yields. They're yields that would surpass the prairie average, and it 
would be acceptable in the better growing areas of the prairie provinces. 

James: Now why do you think people just haven't gone to that ... 

Well investment. Grain farming takes a lot of land and it takes a lot of expensive 
equipment. And the cow-calf operation ... cows look after themselves most of the 
year and so they can work at odd farm jobs and put up some hay and the cows will 
take care of themselves through the summer. Except for calving time they don't 
need a lot of attention. Cow herds are small. There's a few herds that are 100-150 
head of cows and that's about the sort of size. The bulk of them are small. 

James: Anything else you'd like to add? 

I can't think of anything else off hand. 

James: Well thanks for your time. 

You're quite welcome. 

[end of transcript] 
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Jack Long: Summary 
Interviewed on 07/19/00 

By James Squissato 

Mr. Long moved from Drumheller, Alberta to McBride with his family in 1937. 
There was not much in the town, and there were few roads to other communities. 
However, there was always work available. Mr. Long's parents were homesteaders iii the 
McBride area. He worked as a logger and as a horse skidder before he became involved 
in developing farmland in the Quesnel area. He is currently a farmer in grass seed 
production in McBride. Mr. Long was President of the Farmers Institute during the late 
60s and early 70s . He recalls that at one time there were at least 60-70 self-sustaining 
farms in the McBride area. Today, there are only about 10 self-sustaining farms left. 

Mr. long recalls that the Yellowhead Highway resulted in the closure of many 
businesses in McBride. Mr. Long has always enjoyed the pleasant and easy going attitude 
of living in the McBride area. The interview with Mr. Long went well as both he and 
myself were comfortable. 

Additional Contacts 

Charlie Leake in McBride 
John Adams in McBride 
Mel McCarty in McBride 


