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people have told us. We hope to stay working on the history of these communities for many years to 
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Interview #47 Ivan and Bev Westerland July 5, 2000 

James: My name is James Squissato. I'm here with Ivan and Bev 
Westerland. We're in Dome Creek. It's the fifth of July, 2000 and the consent 
forms have been signed. This question, I guess, goes to the both of you then. 
What is the thing you remember most about the time you spent in Dome 
Creek? 

Bev: Farming and raising our family I guess ... for me. 

Ivan: Probably one of the ... one of the big things I would say that happened to us 
here is the highway, Highway 16. 

James: In what ways? 

Ivan: That liberated us. Before that we were completely dependent on the railway. 
There was no other way in or out. 

James: There was no ... 

Bev: No way. 

Ivan: There was nothing else. Everything was railroad. The railroad and the river, 
that was it. 

James: I thought there was an old dirt road. 

Ivan: No. We've only had a road through here for what ... about 32 years? 32 or 
33 years. 

James: No kidding? 

Ivan: Oh yeah. We had no way out of here before that. So that was a big thing. 

James: So you think it was a good change for you then? 

Bev: For Ivan it was for sure. Our son and I would like to take the railway right 
across Canada, you know. We'd love to do that trip but Ivan said he's had enough 
railroading. 

Ivan: It was a big thing for us, you know. It made many more things available to 
us once we had the highway. And it brought undesirable things too. 
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James: Like what ... as far as undesirable? 

Ivan: Well outside people ... different .... it changed the life pattern in here quite a 
lot actually. But it was a big thing. I wouldn't want to be without again that's for 
sure. 

James: If you need anything do you go to McBride or ... 

Bev and Ivan: Prince George. 

Bev: Especially for health reasons now. You can't be stuck anymore. 

Ivan: There's not much in McBride really. There's not enough there for 
everything. Prince George is the main place. 

James: When did your family move to the area? You've already told me but 

Ivan: 1917. My Dad came in in 1917. That's to Dome Creek. 

James: What brought him here? 

Ivan: Work. 

James: Railroad or ... 

Ivan: No. Sawmill work. 

James: And he came from ... 

Ivan: From the Kootenays. 

James: And he was in the Kootenays in ... 

Ivan: He came to the Kootenays in 1909 from northern Sweden. 

James: And the Kootenays there for work I guess too? 

Ivan: Affirmative response. 

James: And Bev? 

Bev: I've been here for 45 years. And I was in Prince George before. My Dad was 
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on the railroad. And went to school in McBride. 

James: You were born in Prince George then? 

Bev: No, northern Alberta. 

James: So what brought your Dad ... 

Bev: My Dad was the railroad ... work, went to work on the railroad. 

James: And then Dome Creek? 

Bev: Marriage. 

Ivan: Bev discovered me. 

James: When you first moved here what was the population? 

Bev: Oh, there was many more. 

Ivan: There was a lot of people. 

Bev: I think there was probably 40 some children in the school. 

James: This was in 1955 then I guess? 

[affirmative responses] 

James: There was 40 some children in the school? 

Bev: Oh, I'm sure. 

Ivan: I think there would be 40 ... 30-40. 

James: So the population was coming up around 200? 

Ivan: 200. Couple of hundred I guess. Transient a lot of it but ... 

Bev: Yeah, they were mill workers. 

Ivan: They had a logging camp right here just below us with 60 men, at least 60 
men in it in the winter time. And two sawmills, three sawmills ... 2 1/2 sawmills I 
guess. 
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James: Do you remember the names of the sawmills? 

Ivan: Nantz Lumber Company was one. That was an Alberta Company. And 
Red Rock sawmills was the other one. And then Hooker Brothers had a mill off 
and on. Sometimes they had one, sometimes they didn't. 

James: Were these mills sort of the main employers of the people in the 
town? 

Ivan: [affirmative response] And they ran mostly in the winter. They ran ... 
actually the mills ran summer and winter sort of , if it was dry in the summer. 
There'd be a long break up, spring and fall. But they ran all winter and quite a bit 
of the summer as long as they had the logs. The logging was all done in the winter 
time. There was no summer logging here then. 

James: In Dome Creek in the 50s I guess, was it mostly younger people or 
older people? 

Bev: Oh they were ... the majority would have been younger. 

Ivan: Younger. And then we had a fair sprinkling of people you don't see anymore 
- old bachelors. Heavy to Scandinavian, ornerier than heck. Great people but they 
were bachelors. We had a lot of bachelors ... never married. 

Bev: They're all gone. 

Ivan: They're all gone. There's a grade of people that we'll never see again. 

James: Now why do you think they were bachelors? 

Bev: I don't know. They were wonderful people but ... 

Ivan: Just about all of them were ... just about all of them, were crazy for kids. 
They liked women, some of them, but they never married. And some of them 
were unreal. They had kitchens like this. Some of them cooked, they canned, they 
baked bread, they canned meat, they canned vegetables and gardened and 
everything. But they didn't marry and they were really unique people that I miss. 
They were one of a kind. 

James: And when did they start leaving? 

Bev: They just died. 
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Ivan: They just died. Most of them came in here ... a lot of them came in here in 
the 19 ... mid 20's. There seemed to be quite an influx from Europe in the mid 20s, 
especially the Scandinavian countries that were starving to death there, I think. 

James: So there was a large Scandinavian population? 

Ivan: There was quite a few. And from the Ukraine, you know. Poland some. 
There was a lot of Scandinavians here. We even had back when I was ... 60 years 
ago, 55-60 years ago, we had a fair population of Indian, from India. They worked 
in the sawmills. 

James: In Dome Creek? 

Ivan: Bend, just across the river. There was quite a few there. And at Penny, and 
Giscome. There was a group .... There was a time that they came here and they 
worked in the sawmills and then there was none, then they came again. 

James: This was about 55 years ago, you said? 

Ivan: Yeah, in that era. When I was a kid I can remember seeing lots of them with 
turbans and they worked in the sawmills. Different ... it's interesting. 

James: Was there many families at all in the Dome Creek area? 

Bev: Many which ... ? Oh yeah. Quite large families. 

Ivan: A lot of the families ... or some of the families at that time were transient. It 
was sort of a sad period of history. 

Bev: We had some large families, like they came ... they were French and they 
had quite large families. 

James: French Canadian or ... 

Bev: Yeah. 

Ivan: And from Alberta, some of the French too. But you would see at that time a 
family with several children and they would come in and work at a sawmill and 
when the sawmill shut down ... like in the spring break up, they'd leave and they'd 
leave with a few cardboard boxes. It was kind of a .... They'd move into a shack 
somewhere. Booze was always a problem. 

James: Was it? 
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Ivan: Oh yeah. And some of these ... some of those kids were rugged. They had it 
tough. Oh yeah, they had it tough. 

James: Now was this throughout the time when the mills were running? 

Ivan: [affirmative] 

James: The whole time you saw this? 

Ivan: Yeah, yeah. 

James: So would you say the population was more of a transient population? 

I van: Not all of it. There was many that had been here forever, you know, and then 
they left. When the mills shut down they had to leave. There was no more work. 

James: When did the mills shut down? 

Ivan: Late 60s. 

James: [question inaudible] something about Northwood. 

Ivan: Yeah, yeah. Couple of these. Northwood bought them out again. Then they 
built Prince George. That's the result. 

James: Yeah, Prince George was pretty small. 

Bev: Up until the mills went in, we knew basically ... 

Ivan: There was nothing. 16,000 people. 

Bev: It was all the young people in Prince George. 

James: Kind of grew up over night? 

Ivan: Yeah.just about. You've got three pulp mills building at the same time. And 
the thing is, you know, like everybody said, well they told us "Northwood killed 
us", sure, but that's progress. They made a solid base instead of having a transient 
group and work 6 months or 4 months or 7 months, of the year, they've got 12 
months of the year work. They've got stable occupations and that's what they 
made. 

James: So you see Northwood buying the smaller places along the east line is 
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a better thing? 

Ivan: Well it depends. I think it's better for the country but it was pretty tough on 
us. But better for the country yes, I think so. 

James: In what ways was it tougher? 

Ivan: Well it took our work away. I mean we were okay because I went out to 
work and you know, we had a fair start. We had a pretty fair little ranch here for 
many years you know and I went out to work and I was lucky that I got in some 
management positions that were fairly well paying so .... But it was different. But 
for the country it was better, certainly better. 

James: So do you want to go through a brief history of your work then? 

Ivan: Well I was always ... we've always farmed a little bit and worked in the bush 
and that's it. That's simply it. That's all we did. 

James: And what type of farming is it? 

Bev: Cattle. 

Ivan: Well we had ... years ago, we had milk cows years ago and we delivered milk 
here door to door for many years. For several years. 

James: Do you know what period this was around? 

Ivan: It would be in the 60s. Yeah we delivered milk door to door in quart bottles, 
you know, every morning. We raised a lot of kids here on our milk, and then of 
course the people disappeared. You know, they left and even during construction 
of the highway, we supplied two camps with milk that was unpasteurized. That 
was straight milk right from the farm but it was clean and well cooled and looked 
after. There was never any problem. And then the people disappeared so we quit 
and then back in the 80s eh? 

Bev: yeah. 

Ivan: Late 80s, we always had a milk cow here for ourself, like we had our own ... 
we always had our own meat and garden and vegetables and milk and butter and 
everything, all of our own. And then we had neighbours that wanted to get some 
milk and then another one, so pretty quick we were back milking cows again and 
they would come and pick the milk up in 4 litre jugs. And then it got so 
regulations got so bad we had to quit. And then we raised beef after that, or at the 
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same time. We started raising beef cattle ... must have been 1975 eh Bev? 

Bev: Yeah, it was before Diane was born. 

Ivan: Something like that. About 1975 we got in fairly heavy into beef cattle. 

James: How many head did you have? 

Ivan: Usually around 60 cows, 50-60 cows. And old-fashioned. We did all the 
work by hand pretty well, and then old machinery, buy it and fix it up. We were 
independent. 

James: So you grew your own feed and hay? 

Ivan: Yeah, no grain but hay and silage. 

James: Now you also worked in the mills or falling ... 

Ivan: Yeah, I worked ... yeah I fell and I bucked. I didn't work much in the mills 
but a little but not very much. I was always in the logging part. 

James: Did you do falling and the farming at the same time? 

Ivan: Yeah. Falling of course was just in the winter time. And then the one mill 
here was just in downtown Dome Creek by the railroad track and I got to bucking 
logs in the yard there and that was for 6 years, til Northwood bought it out. I was 
there for 6 years and that was pretty steady, probably 8 months of the year. And 
that was all contract work and that was pretty steady and that really got us on our 
feet. Before that it was only 3-4 months in the winter time and that was it. But that 
one was steady and it also ... when Northwood bought them out, they logged here 
one winter and we had no highway yet and they shipped all the logs out by 
railroad. So I did the bucking logs for that job. And that way I got to know many 
people in Northwood. That's how I ended up going to work for them later on, in 
later years. 

James: So you said you worked in management? 

Ivan: Yeah, I ran a log cord division for them and then did the road maintenance 
and different parts of it. I was with the plywood for three years after that, Prince 
George, for North Central Plywood. 

James: Did you have to drive into Prince George every day? 
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Ivan: I commuted just about every day. 

James: How long of a drive was that? 

Ivan: It used to be an hour and ten minutes but there was no radar on the roads. 
Yeah, it's a lot of miles. I've driven that highway a lot of miles. 

James: Were you sleeping? 

Ivan: Yeah, except when Bev's around. She won't let me sleep when I'm driving. 
But it was interesting. That was a real interesting job at the plywood because they 
were just starting when I went to work there. They had no layout plant, they only 
had lathing. They only made the veneer. In fact the first job I did was I built the ... 
I looked after the building of the base for the plywood mill. You know the yard, 
there was all the gravel and the fill and everything, I looked after that. That was 
the first job I did there. So it was interesting, real interesting. 

James: How many years did you work there? 

Ivan: For three years and since then we raised cattle. We had enough that we ... 

Bev: I worked at the school for a couple of years. 

James: At this school? 

Bev: Yeah. 

James: What were you doing there? 

Bev: Teaching assistant and secretary. That was fun. 

James: And how many years did you work there? 

Bev: Eleven. 

James: What time was that period? 

Bev: I retired 4 years ago, just after I was sick. 

Ivan: See I got to easy street when she got to work. 

James: Now you said you retired? 
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Bev: Yeah, I retired for that ... well I subbed for the teacher once in awhile after 
but we decided to travel, you know. 

James: Now you said at one time there was a lot of people moving in and out 
of the area. Why do you think people were moving? 

Ivan: You mean the transient work force? 

James: Yeah. 

Ivan: They'd ... most of these people didn't have a home. They went from sawmill 
to sawmill. They might quit and another thing is we were fairly lucky here but at 
one time there was somewhere around 200 sawmills in the Prince George area, 
little mills all over the bush. At lots of times your paycheques ... many times your 
paycheques were no good. You couldn't cash them. You couldn't cash them until 
later in the week and people left a lot of jobs, you know. They quit jobs and jobs 
were easy to get. You didn't have to worry. You could just walk down the street 
and get another one. There's no problem. 

James: You didn't have to travel far. 

Ivan: No,just to the next mill because there's probably somebody just left that 
one. No, there was always lots of work here. 

James: When you said there was about 200mills around the area, what time 
period was this around? 

Ivan: Right from the 50s and the 60s. We had a 15 year, 20 year period there 
where it was just full of sawmills around Prince George. Small ... a lot of them 
were small. Some of them only had maybe 3 men but there was all kinds of them 
that sawed 12, 15, 20,000 board feet a day. 

James: That's a fair amount. 

Ivan: They employed a lot of people. Everything was hand work, bull work, and 
the logging was very labour intensive. But wood utilization was lousy. 

James: In what way? 

Ivan: Well, their recovery from the log was ... the sawmill men today would just 
tear their hair out if they knew. You know, you didn't get many boards out of a 
log. And there was lots ... I mean the slabs were all waste, everything was waste 
except that lumber. Great big sawdust piles and right in the bush ... You know it's 
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not that many years ago, we cut an 8 inch top. So imagine the waste. We cut 
[inaudible??] was that big. It stayed in the bush, 8 inch tops and then they went 
down to 6. Then it went down to 4. So I don't know, our utilization has come up 
from ... I bet you it's improved 200%, at least. 

James: Do you think this is from technology? 

Ivan: Oh yeah and then just a different process for handling and everything. I 
mean everything on the log is used now. Even the dry logs are used here now, dry 
snags, they're all made into building logs. Not here, that's the problem. They're 
squared and they go to the US and they tear them down into building logs. But at 
least we have the work from that dry snag that used to stay in the bush. There's 
the trucking and the logging end of it. So utilization now is pretty good, pretty, 
pretty good. 

James: Would either one of you care to draw a general map of the townsite 
of Dome Creek, just a rough sketch, or if you're really good, we'll call it an 
exact sketch? 

Ivan: What it is now? 

James: What it was say in its peak time? I'm not going to twist your arm 
that's for sure. 

Ivan: I can do it, it'll take awhile though because boy things have changed. Now 
where in the heck can we get a map. When can I get that back to you? 

James: I was just going to say if you were ... 

Ivan: I can probably get some maps together and make up .... we should show 
where .... This is a funny thing. We had a neighbour, [inaudible??] I guess he's 
two years older than me and he was raised across the river, just across the Fraser 
bridge. And they came here what? A month ago. I hadn't seen him for 35-40 
years. 

Bev: They played together when ... 

Ivan: When we were little kids. And he came by and he brought up something that 
nobody else wants to touch is we had two communities. We had Bend and we had 
Dome Creek and Bend was across the river. There was a big sawmill over there 
and that was the upper side of the tracks. Dome Creek was the other side of the 
tracks. Follow me? 
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James: Right, I got you. 

Ivan: And he brought that up, you know. Dome Creek was the slums. It really 
was. And one of our main historians here always say they're from Dome Creek 
but they were from Bend and they used to look down their noses at us. I always 
remember that. They're still here but now they're Dome Creekers, they're not 
from Bend. See, Bend burnt. The mill burnt down. 

James: And the town? 

Ivan: Town burnt. Everything burnt. 

Bev: It was a big community. 

Ivan: Massive fire. 

James: When did this happen? 

Ivan: Bend burnt ... there's some controversy. I always thought it was ... I guess it 
was 1941. 

Bev: You and Jimmy were talking about that. 

Ivan: It was 1939. I always kind of thought it was 1939. 

James: And you were living here at the time then? 

Ivan: Oh, yeah, I've been here all the time. I was born here. That would have 
made me only 4. It was around '39 to '40, in that area. '39-41. 

James: How many people were there, living there? 

Ivan: Oh boy, there was a lot of people. There was 2 or 3 stores, a big hall and 
quite a little town. I was too small, I can't remember but I betcha there must have 
been 30 houses anyway. 

James: No attempt to rebuild? 

Ivan: No, it did burn complete. 

Bev: They got out with nothing. There was a big wind. 

Ivan: I can remember, we ran down there, you know, because there was a big wind 
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and it was hot and dry and most of the men ... the mill was shut down. Most of the 
men were out fighting fire up here I guess. And the wind came up and lit some 
sparks out of the burner and she took off. 

Bev: Pretty massive, yeah. 

Ivan: I can still remember that we run down the track, it was a mile and a half or 
so, my Dad and my sister and I and my mother, everybody from here run down the 
track and I can still see the women out there. There was some pretty ritzy families 
there. They had their fur coats and in that heat, everybody was crying. Just unreal. 
Even the till, they didn't get the till out of the store. I remember Carl Benson, he 
had a ... the kids got in there when it cooled down and they had these clumps of 
coins that were melted together eh. They didn't even get the money out. It was 
lucky nobody died. 

Bev: Yeah it is isn't it. It's amazing. 

James: So no one died in the fire? 

Ivan: No, no. Yeah it really went. It was just minutes. 

James: So there was a bridge across at one point? 

Ivan: The CN .. . the railroad bridge. 

Bev: And that's always been used like ... 

James: Getting back to Dome Creek, where you lived, did you have 
neighbours close by to where ... I guess where your family was raised or 
where you two were married and lived together? 

Ivan: Well we've been on this place for ... we bought this what? 33 years ago. 

Bev: 33 years ago. 

Ivan: But before that we lived just across the track. 

Bev: Up on the hill across the track. We've never had real close neighbours. 

Ivan: No close neighbours because you've got a farm. I think it's about V2 mile to 
the closest neighbour. 

James: How many acres do you have here? 
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Ivan: We had 900. We started with zilch eh. We had nothing and then we got a 
quarter section from the government, sort of an a homestead, Bev and I when we 
first got married. And then we bought one quarter from my parents and then we 
bought another quarter from my parents and then we bought this place from some 
Americans and then we got two other quarters from a guy that quit making his 
payments and we were building a ranch. Kept building it up. 

James: Now is this all together? 

Ivan: No, not now. No, actually we gave 3 quarter sections to three of our 
children, we just rolled it over to them. It's kind of their roots. So they have the 3 
quarters and we still have 3 quarters. 

James: Do they live there still? 

Ivan: No, no. They live in Prince George, those three. 

James: Now is that the river? 

Bev: Yeah. It's a very high river these days. 

James: That's what a few people have said. 

Ivan: Oh it'll go down now. 

Bev: Yeah, it'll go down once it quits raining. 

James: A lot of spring run off too I guess. 

Bev: Well it's past that. We got rain on the weekend. 

Ivan: See this logging has helped us a lot as far as flooding goes. That's a 
statement probably only I will make too. 

James: So logging's helped the flooding? 

Ivan: Oh yeah, definitely. 

James: In what ways? 

Ivan: We get earlier run offs in the back valleys, like the Torpy Valley is a big 
valley that runs back behind us here. And we get an earlier run off because the 
timber's off the hills so a lot of that snow melts like in May instead of June like it 
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used to. So it spreads it out over 2 months instead of one month. It's a noticeable 
difference I'm sure. 

James: Would you care to describe the changes in the layout of Dome Creek 
over the years, of the town itself? Was there a hotel here ever or a pub? 

Ivan: Well we had a sort of a hotel, never a licensed one. We had kind of a hotel 
rooming house. Like they had a cafe and they had big rooms upstairs I guess. That 
was a long time ago though. 

Bev: That was in the 60s. 

Ivan: That was in the 60s they built that. 

Bev: And there was a store. We did have a store for years and years. 

Ivan: Forever. 

James: Is there a store now? 

Bev: No, it's been closed for a long time. 

Ivan: Oh God, I guess since ... practically since the highway went through. No, not 
quite but it's been down for a long time. 

Bev: It's been closed for a long time. 

James: So a general store? 

Bev: Yeah, just a general store. 

James: So food and ... 

Bev: Everything. You know, just a country store. You could buy just about 
whatever. 

James: Clothes and tools? 

Ivan: Yeah, clothes and tools and not too much fresh stuff til the last ... later years. 
Like we had fresh things once a week usually but we had great post office service. 
You could mail a letter here today for some parts or groceries to Prince George 
and have them out tomorrow night on the passenger train. You can't do it now. It 
was great mail ... you could send a mail order to Eaton's in Winnipeg and 
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probably have it back here in 5 days. 

James: Really? 

Ivan: Yeah. We've had good mail service. 

James: It's better than now? 

Ivan: Oh God, Prince George sometimes 10 days across the street. No, no we had 
good mail service. A lot has changed. 

James: Why do you think something like that has changed? Less depend on 
mail now do you think? 

Ivan: Well everything, you know. All the government services go downhill. As 
they get bigger they go downhill. They hire more people and they stumble over 
each other I guess. They just get poorer and poorer. And we had good train 
service, you know. We used to have passenger trains going both ways every day. 
It might have been only 6 days a week. Anyway, I forget. But at least 6 days a 
week. They had passenger service two ways. They had a weigh freight, what we 
called a weigh freight, which was a mixed train and it would pick up a few 
boxcars of lumber and they also had a freight car on where they would bring out 
like gasoline or diesel in barrels and oxygen and cable and anything you wanted, 
and groceries and everything came out in that car. And it would settle off at all 
these little stations along the line and they had one passenger car on it. And it 
would come out from Prince George on Monday, back on Tuesday, come back 
out Wednesday ... just to McBride ... and it travelled ... 

James: Back and forth. 

Ivan: Yeah, three days a week. Six days a week actually. And that was a good 
service. 

James: So if you needed anything you would have it within ... 

Ivan: The only chance you've got now is Greyhound is pretty good but nothing 
like it used to be, even with the telephone. Greyhound is pretty good and I guess 
these courier services are pretty good but then the prices are pretty good too you 
know. It's pretty expensive. 

James: So I guess with the train and the general store, for lack of anything, 
there was never really any problem for getting things? 
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Ivan: Well parts ... you know like things like emergency things, you had to wait 
until the next day and then hoped they had it in Prince George. But then Prince 
George had more things then, in one way, than they do now. Like they had more 
stores like Northern Hardware that had everything from soup to mats. 

James: It's a good store. 

Ivan: Yeah. And they had three pretty good hardware stores in there. 

James: I've been in quite a few different hardware stores and it's probably 
the best hardware store I've been in in my life. 

Ivan: They had a garage sale there 4 or 5 years ago when they sold out half the 
stuff from the basement that you wouldn't believe. They had things there that had 
been there since probably since they started there in 1918 or something. And they 
had things like that's from then, old harness rigging, and any old blacksmith, or 
anything you could think of, they had it. And they still do a lot but not as much as 
they did. Amazing people. But the pioneer stock, they've been here ... I think 
they've been here over 100 years in the Cariboo. Yeah, they were forerunners of 
the Moffats came into the Kersley area ... Wells ... not Wells, but I think the 
Horsefly in Kersley area, I think they came in there well before the tum of the 
century. 

James: I know some of the Moffats. I'm going to school with one of the girls. 

Ivan: They're an amazing family, yeah they really are. 

James: I guess for things as far as health services, social services, and things 
like that in Dome Creek, was there ever a doctor or a nurse? 

Ivan: No, no. We've never had that. We had ... even though we had ... for the last 
few years that the mills ran, I guess we had a first aid person. And we did have ... 
like Mrs. Humphreys was a nurse. She was an RN. They had the store but then 
they've been here a long time. They came from Penny or from Saskatchewan to 
Penny and then up here. She was an RN. She delivered a few babies and helped 
quite a bit. 

Bev: Who? Mrs. Humphrey? 

Ivan: Yeah. 

Bev: Yeah, she was a nice lady. 
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Ivan: Yeah, she was a good nurse. And otherwise, everybody sort of looked after 
themselves and go to Prince George, go to McBride. 

James: If you were really hurt, you'd go one way or the other? 

[affirmative responses] 

James: So if people were hurt you'd go to the hospital in McBride or would 
they ship you to Prince George? 

Ivan: Well they used to do a lot in McBride. They don't anymore. It's just kind of 
an outpost now. They just ship you ... ambulance to Prince George. 

James: Now as far as things like a church and things like that ... 

Bev: There was a Catholic Church 

Ivan: They had a Catholic Church here. 

Bev: That's the church and otherwise, like the other denominations once in awhile 
would come in and there would be a service there at somebody's house. 

Ivan: Every 6 months or so they'd have a service at somebody's house. The 
Mennonites ... there was a Mennonite family here for awhile. They used to have a 
service at the school every few weeks or once a month I guess. 

James: Now I guess the schools ... was there a school in the area? 

Bev: Always a school 

Ivan: Yeah, there's been a school here for a long, long time. I think they built the 
first one ... it was a community effort, and I think it was around 1922, I think. 
Somewhere in that time. 

James: Now you were saying before we started taping here, that's why I 
always say I should have this thing on playing and record as soon as I walk 
in the door ... you said you went to Prince George to go to school for awhile, 
when you were younger. Now was that for ... was that for highschool? 

Ivan: No, that was for ... I was in Grade 3, I guess, I started in Prince George . 

James: Was there not a school here at that time? 
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Ivan: No, no. It was closed. There was nobody here. There was just nobody here. 

James: In Dome Creek? 

Ivan: Yeah. The population was right down to nothing. 

James: Now was there a higher population before that? 

Ivan: Oh yeah. There was a lot of people here. Well when my Dad came here there 
was a lot of people around here. They must have disappeared .... I think the 
population started shrinking down probably in ... well in the depression, at that 
time. It must have been about that time that it started to shrink down some. Then 
it went way down and then of course it came back up when the sawmills came in, 
after the war. It came and bounced right up. 

James: So when your Dad first came here, he came to work in the ... 

Ivan: Yeah, he came up to work for the winter, never left. 

James: Just for logging and ... 

Ivan: Well... actually he had worked with a fellow down in the Kootenays, at 
Gerard in fact was where it was. This mill manager, sawmill manager, came up to 
run this sawmill that I showed you the picture of and he had written to my Dad 
and wanted him to come up and lay out the lumber yard, or work the lumber yard 
for the winter which used to be kind of a special job. And he and those two '48ers 
there, they came up for the winter and they never left, any of them. 

Bev: I can't wait to show ... I had two sisters that retired that live in Osoyoos and 
they're always pulling a 48er. They go down across the line. I've got to show them 
and say "see, this is how you're supposed to do it". 

James: I like that picture. 

Bev: Yeah, I do too. 

James: A beer in each pocket and one in each hand. 

Ivan: But you were talking ... you were talking about the medical things, you know 
the fellow that owned this place at one time, he wasn't the original owner. The 
original owner had loaned some money from this guy and he couldn't pay him so 
this fellow took it and he was an original draft dodger from the first world war. He 
and two other fellows ... one of them had the store here for many years, and this 
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Jack Kinesca, he farmed here for a long time until these Americans bought him 
out and about ... oh heck it must have been the late 50s I guess, he had cancer 
growing on his tongue. He got a growth on his tongue. 

James: This is the American? 

Ivan: No, this old tough old trapper farmer and the old house was over here. They 
had a little porch on the front of it and the posts you know, hold the porch up, and 
old Jack, he sharpened up his hunting knife and he put his mirror up on that post 
and he stood out there and he cut that growth off his tongue. 

Bev: It was big. Like it was ugly. 

Ivan: It looked like half of what ... of a prune. It was that big eh and it looked 
terrible. It was all kind of wrinkly and funny. He showed it to me. Oh yeah, he cut 
it off. 

James: How was he after that? 

Bev: He was okay for awhile. 

Ivan: He ended up in Vancouver and they took it off and by gosh they got it. 

Bev: Yeah, but he had to change his diet. 

Ivan: He never lived on anything but meat and potatoes. He was rough. Boy he 
used to bake bread in a wash pan and he had a loaf of bread, I don't know how he 
did it, that big around and that deep and it was cooked through. I don't know how. 

Bev: I don't understand. 

Ivan: He'd just hold that on his arm like that, this big [inaudible??]. But he was an 
amazing man, worked hard, hard, hard worker. 

James: Is he a farmer? 

Ivan: Yeah he farmed here. 

Bev: And trapper. 

Ivan: And he trapped during the ... when he was hiding out from the first war back 
in the hills here, they trapped and then he prospected. 
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James: Do you remember his name? 

Ivan: Jack Carmeskey. He's in that book. He's in Boudreau's book. 

James: The name sounds a little familiar, actually. Now you said there was 
Americans came up. They were conscientious objectors I guess? 

Ivan: No, no. They came up here to retire actually. 

Bev: Yeah, they were here for five years. 

Ivan: Five or seven years, yeah. They bought this place from Jack Carneskey. 

James: These weren't the ones you said were avoiding the Second World 
War? 

Ivan: No, no. No, they were here five years or seven years and then they went 
back to the States and I guess they were about a year down there and we bought 
this from them. 

James: Now getting back to the small ... the town when you had to go into 
Prince George, the town of Dome Creek had really dwindled out there for 
quite a few years? 

Ivan: Yeah, I guess the families weren't here. The bachelors were all here. The 
store was still running and the bachelors were here but there was just no kids for a 
period there .... Like I was kind of a ... like my age group, for some reason, there 
wasn't many of us. I don't know why that is but there was lots of kids that were 
born up to 1930 and all kinds of them ten years later but not in between. There 
was sort of ... I guess things were really tough. 

James: People slowed down having kids? 

Ivan: People slowed down I think. So they closed this school and we had to go to 
Prince George. 

James: Do you know what year it was that they closed the school? 

Ivan: 1942. 

James: And you went to Prince George for ... the whole family moved there? 

Ivan: Well there was just my sister and I, and my Dad worked here on the railroad. 

Interview #47 Ivan and Bev Westerland July 5, 2000 21 



He pumped water for the water tank that used to water the steam engines, when 
we still had steam engines. And then of course they had the little farm too, so he 
stayed here and my Mother rented a little shack in Prince George where we kind 
of travelled back and forth on the weekends to here on a train. And then in later 
years my mother moved back here and I stayed with people in Prince George, 
went to school. Come home every weekend on the train. That's why I don't like 
trains, you see. 

James: What grades did you go up to in Prince George? 

Ivan: Well I left Prince George and went to McBride. I went halfway through 
eleven and then I quit. 

James: So if you wanted to get highschool, there wasn't a highschool in Dome 
Creek ever? 

Ivan: Oh no, no. 

Bev: Never. Our kids had to go out. 

James: Did they stay in the dorm? 

Ivan: No, stayed with private people. 

Bev: Like you interviewed Longs, well our daughter lived with them when she 
went to highschool. 

Ivan: Barry and Lou, stayed with them. 

James: Oh good people to stay with. 

Bev: Oh excellent. They were second parents. 

Ivan: They were good. They'd give her a good boost. She loved when she was 
there. Yeah our daughter did ... she cleaned house in McBride. I don't know if 
anybody will match her ... 

Bev: Yeah, she did really well in highschool. 

Ivan: She got the Governor General's award there and everything. The one year 
she just got all the awards, just one after the other. 

Bev: It was rough her last year .... 

Interview #47 Ivan and Bev Westerland July 5, 2000 22 



Ivan: She even took Dad to Vancouver one year. Yeah, she won an essay contest 
that was put out to the little schools, to the students, and they had to write about ... 
what the heck? 

Bev: Community. 

Ivan: Something about the community and what Diane did, she wrote about 
having to go to school in McBride and staying with this other family, which was 
Ray and Lou, and by gosh, she won the blinking contest so we had a trip ... I was 
the escort, we went down. They put us up in the ... 

Bev: Hyatt. 

Ivan: Hyatt Regency and my blue jeans and checked shirt they kind of looked 
down on. 

Bev: Stretched limo 

Ivan: Stu Coledo was mayor then so he was down there. 

James: Must have been quite a trip then? 

Ivan: It was. It was a pretty thrilling thing for her. 

James: Now as far as running water, things like that, when did that come to 
Dome Creek? 

Ivan: Well Dome Creek doesn't have much water would you believe that? A lot 
of people are short of water here. 

James: Really? 

Ivan: I guess most of them have running ... no, not all of them though. 

James: With wells? 

Ivan: Yeah, we have our own wells. Everybody had their own wells, that has 
water. Some of them are pretty short. 

James: The wells are short? 

Ivan: Yeah, there's just no water. There's a water problem here. 
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Bev: There it was. That was in '93. 

James: That's great. The Valley Sentinel. Is that McBride? 

Bev: Yeah. Matthew Mueller. I don't think he writes for them anymore. 

James: Is this a relation of Marilyn Mueller? 

Ivan: Yeah, the son. Yeah, we've had running water I guess ... we had running 
water even before ... we had running for over 35 years, our own system all the 
time. But for the other place, we had a tank up on a hill and I used to pump it up 
into the tank with a gasoline driven pump and then bring it back down to the 
house. About once a week or so I'd have to go pump this big tank. 

James: So gravity fed? 

Ivan: Yeah. It was poor. Here we've got our own sort of unique pressure system. 
We can have water all day without any power. 

James: How's that? 

Ivan: I've got a big air tank in the well, about 130 gallon pressure tank, and there's 
a big air bubble, of course, in the top of it and there's enough pressure in there to 
drive it to the house here all day. You know, we could probably get 100 gallons of 
water out of there without any power. Of course, we generate our own power. 

James: Do you have to put air back in the tank? 

Ivan: Well once in awhile. Sometimes once a year or twice a year you blow some 
in there, but that bubble, it degenerates in time, I guess, this bubble and I've just 
got a little well on top there that just pushes the middle with the air compressor. 
But it's all just our own patten. 

James: So was it something you thought of? 

Ivan: Yeah, yeah. We've had it for a long time. Boy that things been in there a 
long time. 

James: That's a good idea you know. You might want to market that. 

Ivan: Everybody's on the hydro line except us eh. Yeah, we're the only ones that 
didn't get it.... and another friend of ours that had a ... actually the two ranchers, 
the two ones that really did anything with the ranching ... we didn't get the power, 
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either one of us. Same problem. We just couldn't pay the tax and wire up and 
everything. It was just too much. 

James: Did want to, or financially ... 

Ivan: We're independent. We don't like to get driven into debt unless we really 
have to so we didn't do it. He's dead now and we're still generating our own. 

James: I should put on the tape here that Mr. Westerland, he didn't know I 
didn't have a battery operated tape recorded and he went and fired up the 
generator before I plugged in. I was looking for an outlet. 

Ivan: Yeah, how much this place is changed ... about 10 years ago, it was 
Christmas concert night and just when the Christmas concert ... half an hour 
before it was supposed to start, the lights went out in Dome Creek. 

Bev: Power went out. 

Ivan: Power went out and everything. And you know, they couldn't ... In Dome 
Creek, without coming to Westerland's stir up four flashlight batteries for a music 
player. Everybody is completely dependent on the Hydro. And we lit the 
community hall ... 

[end of side one] 

James: Mr. Westerland was just telling us about ... before the tape ended, 
about how he had to light up the community hall there. 

Ivan: With the old Coleman gas lantern. Nobody kept those things running. We 
always did. We still have it. Just in case our outfit might break. 

James: It's certainly working now. We're taping this. When did electricity 
come to Dome Creek then? 

Bev: In ... oh jeepers, we should know that. 

Ivan: Boy, I don't know. I can't remember. It must be about 14 years ago. Yeah, 
about 14 years I guess. Something like that. 

James: How often do you fire up your generator? 

Ivan: Well we use it in the morning a little while, just for the vacuum and the 
housework and pump the water up to wash clothes. And then we use it in the 
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evening for lights or whatever. 

James: I guess you don't really need it that much? 

Ivan: Well we're used to it. 

Bev: Yeah, sometimes if we have company and the water gets low, you know, 
there's more people in the bathroom or whatever ... 

Ivan: You go out and start it. 

Bev: ... and then we run out and start it and pump the water up again. 

Ivan: You see, once we've done it all the time .... We've generated power longer 
than most of them here. Like we had power still at the other place. We've had 
power 35 years anyway where most didn't and it was nothing. Like in the 
mornings when the farm was running, we get up, Bev lights the kitchen stove. I 
grab my milk bucket and head for the barn to milk and I start the power on the 
way to the barn. I come back in, strain the milk and that and breakfast is ready. 
And that's everyday, seven days a week. That's the way it was. 

James: You get used to it. 

Ivan: We get used to it yeah. It's kind of a nuisance sometimes. We're used to it. 
And we have a battery in here, with a deep circle battery so we have reading light 
at night at the bed and a nightlight, or if the light in here, we can tum it on if we 
have to come out you know. And we've actually had TV that will run on 12 volts 
if we want. And an inverter so we could use the dish if we wanted to without the 
plant. We don't watch that much TV anyway. It's just our way of life. It's okay. 

James: Now as far as entertainment and things like that, what did you do in 
Dome Creek when ... I guess when you were a teenager or now or throughout 
the years? 

Ivan: Well we used to have a movie once a week years ago. In fact we ran it for a 
couple of years. A fellow at Penny had a projector and he would rent the films 
from the film board some place and he would show it at Penny and then they 
would show it at a sawmill that was further up the line called Cornell Mills, and 
then it come to Dome Creek and we'd show it at Dome Creek. And then the next 
week he'd send us another set. We had that for a couple of years. But we've 
always read a lot and you don't understand, we worked a lot. There wasn't ... 
entertainment wasn't a big problem because we worked most of the time. 
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James: When then how long was a typical day in logging and farming? 

Ivan: Boy, they were pretty long. I know 8 years there, I don't think we ever slept 
7 hours. It was ... we worked pretty hard. Yeah, we worked pretty hard. 

James: Is this when you had the beef? 

Ivan: Yeah. And you know, Mom looked after the place. Darn, she milked cows, 
she fed cows, and delivered cows and stuff, when I was away. 

James: So you kind of have to be a jack of all trades? 

Ivan: Oh yeah, do everything ourselves, we do. We really do that. That phone line 
we put in ourself last year ... from the road down. Even went out to Alberta and 
rolled the wire up out of the bush, an abandoned phone line, and brought it home 
and put our telephone in. That was just a year ... not even a year ago. 

James: So you got your phone last year? 

Bev: Yeah. We've always had a radio ... 

Ivan: We've always had a radio ... a private radio phone that was an interconnect 
to Prince George. But we could really only talk to Prince George and it wasn't 
private at all. But then something happened up on the mountain, to the tower 
there, and he had so few customers so he didn't fix it. So now we had to go this 
other way. 

Bev: But Telus is great. We have a great service. 

Ivan: Just tremendous service. 

James: It is pretty good. 

Ivan: Yeah, that's a great company to deal with and like when we were hooking 
this up and that, they were just ... 

Bev: They were wonderful. 

Ivan: Bent over backwards, just unreal they were so good. And you know, it's not 
very often that somebody runs 1800 feet of private line. They were really 
interested in it. 

James: It's a long driveway. 
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Ivan: They were really interested in it, yeah. Just helped us. 

James: Oh so they came up and helped? 

Ivan: Well they hooked us up. You see, we put a post up at the road on our own 
property and it's right close to a power pole so they just dropped onto that post 
and that's our connection. Then this is just a long extension the same as an 
extension out into your yard when you have a party out on the lawn. Except we 
have an 1800 foot extension. Yeah, they're a good company. 

James: Maybe we should tape this and send it to them. They might come out 
here and ask you to do a commercial or something like that, a Telus 
commercial. 

Ivan: No, they're great. They're the best public company that I've ever dealt with, 
that's for sure. 

James: So when you lived out here, as far as getting community needs, was it 
ever a real problem? Did you see ... isolation I guess, you could call it that? 

Ivan: Well I don't know, you know. When I was ... before I was married, there 
was one time that I spent 19 months here, never went out. Used to go into the 
mountains some and fish and hunted a lot and things like that but I don't know, I 
guess I've always been a kind of a loner. 

James: Now as far as social life for young people, were there dances in Dome 
Creek or ... 

Ivan: There used to be. 

Bev: Yeah, there used to be. It's ... in the early days there was ... it was more of a 
community thing. Like we'd have wonderful community days, like picnics and 
gatherings. It just sort of fizzled over the years. 

Ivan: You get people from outside that come in and want to build you a better life. 
It kind of destroyed those things, yeah. I don't know what it is. Now everything 
has to be organized and you have somebody that thinks they're the mayor. 

Bev: It's a small community, you know, it's not ... 

Ivan: It didn't used to be that way. 

James: When did you see the changes then happening? 
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Ivan: Well after the highway got through pretty well. It's different. And then 
people become more wealthy. It changes. It used to be ... I don't know what 
happened. Somebody you'd meet down at the post office picking up the mail and 
decide they should have a picnic or something, the first thing you know, 
everybody was ... 

Bev: Everybody gets together. 

Ivan: And you had to walk. Now they phone and this really changes things. If 
somebody gets mad over something, they jump on the phone and raise heck with 
somebody four or five miles away. They used to have to walk. 

Bev: By the time ... there was no argument anymore if you have to take time to 
think about it. 

Ivan: Everything was so slow and it's noticeable. I notice it. I really do. 

James: So do things like the road and the telephone and things like that 
change ... 

Ivan: Oh yeah, it changes. 

James: So there'd be community dances. Was there ever a community hall 
here? 

Ivan: Oh there still is. The original school is the community hall. They had quite a 
community club here years ago, a big club. They had a ladies auxiliary to the 
school and you know the ladies auxiliary bought a piano for the school and 
different things like that. They had a lot going. 

James: Now was that a laundry I saw there? 

Bev: Yeah, we have a little laundry. It's open only one morning a week. 

Ivan: Yeah, a couple of hours a week. And the hall is right there. 

Bev: That flat building. 

Ivan: And that used to be across the road and across the track where the school is. 
But then when they built the new school... back in the 50s they built a new 
school... and they put the hall up for tender, or like the school up ... the old school 
up for tender if anybody wanted to buy it and a couple of guys were going to buy 
it to make a ... 
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Bev: Make a pool hall. 

Ivan: Make a pool hall or a club out of it or something and then a couple of the 
old-timers got their heads together and said, "no that's not right", so they 
underhandedly sort of formed a community association and of course phoned the 
school board. You see at that time we had a Board in McBride. It wasn't all run 
out of Prince George. And said "well we have a community association that 
wants this for a hall", so they got it for peanuts I guess, which was right. The 
community built it in the first place and donated it to the school board. So it just 
came back. They jacked it up and hooked on with a cat and skidded it over there. 
They worked on it over the years quite a bit. 

James: So what year was this around? 

Ivan: Mid '50s they moved it. 

James: So they had dances there and ... 

Ivan: Yeah and bingos and the shows used to be there and meetings but then .... 
See, there's the difference. Now that was all done here. Now a few years ago they 
decided to put a new roof on it and a foundation under it and then they get 
involved and there's grants from Regional District and there's grants from here 
and grants from there. A different concept all together. I lose complete interest in 
it. I don't believe in this. 

James: So is it still used as a community hall? 

Bev: Yeah. 

Ivan: There's no people here. 

Bev: Not really that much. There's only 6 kids in school. 

Ivan: They're going to run that school for 6 kids and ... 

Bev: Well for one more year. The school will be closed next year. 

Ivan: They really should be ... 

Bev: It's legal. It's official. It'll be closed next year. I was talking to Wendy 
Herbert on Saturday. She said "you heard that it's official now?" I said "yeah". 

James: I was talking to the Humphreys last Saturday they said they were 
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looking for a school teacher, well I thought if it was 5 years later I could have 
come out here and taught. 

Bev: Wouldn't that have been an experience? 

James: It would be great to live out here. 

Ivan: It's a great job, teachers for peanuts. 

Bev: Good salary. 

James: Beautiful place to live too. 

Bev: Yeah, Mary Hooker, like she's a daughter-in-law to the Hookers, she's 
going to teach for a year. 

James: So I guess 2001 then that's ... 

Bev: It'll be gone. 

James: What are the kids going to do then? 

Ivan: Well this is ... well of course ... 

Bev: You can't run ... this is a very expensive school. 

Ivan: You've got a school bus comes down to the Walker Creek Road which is 
just east of here. 

James: How far? 

Ivan: Oh boy! Well they wanted to bring it down to the diner. They said "we'll 
pick the kids up at the diner", like the highschool kids eh. They bring it down here 
for 3 highschool kids, 4 highschool kids now. 

James: Now? Today? 

Bev: Now. 

James: From Prince George? 

Ivan: No, from McBride. They offered to bring it all the way to the diner to pick 
these kids up and the locals say, "no we don't want it that close to Dome Creek 
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because then they might close the school". They're supposed to be short of money 
and they're running a school for 5 kids ... or 6 kids and one of them is ... 

Bev: Really he needs more. 

Ivan: Really needs some help. He's had vocal training for a couple of years now. 
He can only saw ma and pa and stuff. 

Bev: He really needs special training. 

Ivan: So they're really running it for 5 kids. 

Bev: I expect that they will put them on the bus. They'll have to. 

James: This is for all kids then, to go to McBride? 

Ivan: Well why not. It's only another 15 minutes to run out here and pick these 
school kids up, and they're short of money they claim. 

James: So you think they'll come right into the community? 

Bev: Or maybe up to the diner. 

Ivan: Well why not take them to the diner. 

Bev: That's only 10-15 minutes. 

Ivan: They pay the mileage, they pay you so much for each child they're taking 
that far and the parents can meet them at the diner and then there's .... We can't be 
served like a city, you know. It's run this province into debt, things like this. You 
know, the school district is supposed to be short of money. 

James: They are. They're closing schools very fast here in BC? 

Ivan: I betcha the cost of this school is $120,000 a year. 

Bev: I mean if you think about it, you've got maintenance, you've got all that 
stuff. 

James: I guess so when you think about it. 

Ivan: You've got maintenance. 
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James: Salary. 

Ivan: They have to come out from Prince George to shovel the snow off the roof, 
you know. It's a tremendously expensive school. 

Bev: It's very expensive. I mean I was there for long enough to see, it's very 
expensive to run. 

James: I guess that's what happens. Now when you were younger the school 
wouldn't have cost that much. 

Ivan: No, the wood stove and one of those 48ers, they used to deliver so many 
cords of split birch wood, 3 feet long every year to the back shed behind the 
school. And you know, there was a well out in the yard. It was full of dead 
gophers but nobody seemed to die from it. And that was it. You know, there was 
nothing. It was quite a change. 

Bev: Yeah it is but you know, when you look at it, there's 6 kids and look at down 
at 70 Mile House, there's lots of kids ... I saw it on TV the other night, 
[inaudible??] closing that school down. 

James: I wonder why? 

Bev: Because the money is not there. 

Ivan: That's like closing down these small sawmills. You've got to face it, it is 
better for those kids to go to centralized schools. See Ray Williston when he was 
... I don't know how far you go back in history ... 

James: I've heard about Ray Williston. 

Ivan: He was a dynamic person. He was one of my principals when I went to 
highschool in Prince George and he's been sort of a family friend forever, and he 
had an idea which I think would have been great. He wanted to build a school 
complex at Hungry Creek, which is 25 miles west of here. That's all that was 
going to be there. Out on this highway was going to be a complete school 
complex. And children from all the areas, Sinclair Mills, Dome Creek, all the 
small areas, would be bussed into there and would have complete education 
facilities. 

James: Right up to highschool? 

Bev: Right up. 
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Ivan: It would be great. 

Bev: But it didn't fly. 

Ivan: No, it didn't fly. For one thing we didn't have the damn highway. You had 
to have that first. But this was his idea and I think it's a great idea and the same 
thing, these kids would be far better in McBride than here. 

Bev: Yeah, they would be exposed to more ... 

Ivan: ... a bigger school. This is the modern world now and then they get a bigger 
scope. 

Bev: They have to get it. 

James: I guess to get out and compete, there's no doubt about it. Sometimes 
it makes me sad but other times I guess there's a lot of truth in what you're 
saying. 

Bev: Yeah, like even with Diane, my daughter, and the kids ... she's the last one, 
but she left here for Grade 8 and went to McBride, and even McBride is a small 
school but it was really traumatic the first little while for her, you know. Geez, 
there's all these kids. 

Ivan: And then she'd had a wonderful teacher here when she was very young that 
had taken her out to other schools and out on field trips. 

Bev: She knew what she was getting into and she did it very well but that ... 

Ivan: Then look at the place she had to stay in. 

Bev: To go from here to somewhere where there's all kinds of kids. 

James: Yeah. 

Ivan: But the sad part is, you know, even then there's nothing out there for them. 

Bev: Yeah, it's bad. It's tough for kids now. We just went to the grad on Saturday 
for some kids that I taught kindergarten to and you know, they're just so 
enthusiastic and you ask them "what are you going to do when you do get out 
there?" It's a tough old world. 

James: It isn't easy. I'm fortunate the occupation that I've chosen, and my 
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wife too, that we're going to be in demand here. If you don't want to do those 
sorts of things .... She's becoming a nurse and I'm becoming a highschool 
teacher but if you don't want to do those things. 

Bev: Yeah and nursing now .... 

Ivan: And the problem is that next year everybody is going to realize that and 
they're going to flood the market in two years. That's the problem. 

Bev: That's what happened before. When we went through it was ... I guess 
Darren was in school, the late 60s, early 70s, where the school board had a joke. 
They said that they'd hold a mirror and if the teacher could put breath on the 
mirror, they'd hire them. I mean there was such a shortage of teachers. 

Ivan: And they had so many ... they were looking for jobs, cutting lawns, piling 
lumber, anything. They couldn't get work. And that's the way it'll go again. 

Bev: It just goes from rags to riches you know. 

James: Hopefully I'll get lucky. 

Bev: I hope so. 

James: Stay put somewhere I guess. 

Bev: You want to teach in Prince George. 

James: Well we're both from small towns, my wife and myself want to ... 
nothing against Prince George. If you like to live in the city then that's good. 
We'd rather live in the country. That's one nice thing is that often there's not 
many nurses or teachers in the country. So we'll be lucky in that sort of 
way. I guess getting back to the mills and things like that, you said most of 
the people worked in the mills up until Northwood came in? 

Ivan: Yeah, they were the main ... that was the only employer. There was the 
railroad. Of course the railroad employed quite a few in those days too. Now they 
don't employ anybody. Everything is mechanized. Of course, that was mostly 
transient labour too, the big gangs, but the section gangs were always .... You 
know, like in Dome Creek here, there was 5 or 6 on the section gang, lots of them 
raised families and they were permanent. They would stay in one place and raise 
their kids, a lot of them. They're gone. But the mil1s and the logging were the 
employers. 
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James: What size were the mills ... say the Nantz or the Red Rock and the 
Hookers? 

Ivan: Well Hookers had one that was just kind of fly by night. Sometimes it ran 
and sometimes it didn't. They never really had a stable mill but Red Rock was in 
the ... 20, 22, 24,000 feet a day. Pretty steady. They were a good employer, very 
good employer, Red Rock, because they had all ... just about all local people. 
They had no camp. So they had pretty well all people that lived here. People had 
to live here to work there actually. 

James: Now did they have houses? 

Ivan: They had ... what did they have? They had 3 houses there. Oldiers, and 
Cody's and Sumses, and then Ginter had his little house that was his own. 

Bev: And then just local people. 

Ivan: And it was just local people. They were a good employer. Nantz was pretty 
heavy to Alberta because they were a Red Deer company, and they were pretty 
heavy to Alberta. They had a camp and quite a few from McBride worked for 
them. They sawed more lumber but they were sort of up and down more. Like I 
don't think you could say they were as steady as Red Rock was. But they sawed 
more lumber. They had quite a mill running for awhile. In fact their mill went to 
Ft. McMurray after Northwood bought it out. 

James: So did they have bunkhouses for the people? 

Ivan: Yeah, they had a camp, a bunkhouse and a cookhouse, and they employed 
more people. Like I said, there were only ... there was only 4 or 5 local people 
really that worked there. 

James: Do you know what the bunkhouses were like? 

Ivan: Just a typical bunkhouse. I think they were pretty high class. They were 
clean lumber. They had a barrel heater in the middle and 4 guys or 6 guys in one 
room. That's about what they were. They were all the same pretty well. 

James: Place to hang your hat and get some sleep. 

Ivan: Yup. No running water. No heating facilities or anything in any of them. 

James: Now as far as working as a logger, were you making decent money 
then? 
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Ivan: At the time yeah, it was better than the hourly guys. It was all contract. It 
was always piece work. I never worked by the hour. In fact a lot of the time 
skidding, like I ran cat and skidding was ... a lot of the time was piece work. 

James: So could you work for the mill itself, a specific mill, or was it ... 

Ivan: Sometimes it was the mill, sometimes it was the contractor. Like there 
would be a contractor coming from outside to do the logging for this mill. Like 
Nantz company logged for themselves but Red Rock always had a contractor. 
And Penny, they had a big mill at Penny and their timber came from up in here 
and the logs were driven down the Fraser here at that time. And so they had 
logging ... I worked for them quite a bit too. 

James: What was the name of that mill? 

Ivan: Penny Spruce Mills was the name of it. Standard Tie and Timber kind of 
kicked around and went broke and started up and went under a few different 
names. 

James: Now did you ever see unions in this area at all? 

Ivan: Not really here. Penny was union down at the mill but the loggers were 
never union. No, not right here. It was pretty open here. Northwood of course was 
union. You had to there. 

James: As far as other things ... to change the topic again here, what was the 
most pleasant aspects of living in Dome Creek, or was there or is there ... for 
both? 

Ivan: I don't know if there's many left now. 

Bev: The air is always fresh here. 

Ivan: We were, as you can probably see and listening to us, we were proud 
independent people and it's one of the areas where you used to be able to do that. 
Now we can't really. We were free to make our way years ago. 

James: And now you can't. Why? 

Ivan: We have more regulations. We've got 1000 ... there's 900 acres and if we 
have to put up an outdoor biffie, we've got to go to Prince George and get our 
name on a long list of ... probably wait for 3 months to have an inspector come. 
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James: For an outdoor toilet? 

Ivan: Yeah. 

James: No kidding? 

Ivan: Yeah, this is the sort of thing that we're running into now. It's changed. 

James: Do most people bother with that sort of thing? 

Ivan: A lot of people do it without it. You're supposed to do it. 

James: I'd have a hard time going in and telling them I'm making an 
addition on ... 

Ivan: Yeah, if you want to put up a little garage or something, it's kind of hard to 
go in and get a building permit for it when you're out here. 

James: How often does the inspector drive by out here? 

Ivan: Oh, they fly and they come and look, the assessors come and look. Yeah, 
they claim they fly over and look for new lumber eh. And then the tax man comes 
and of course you're supposed to get this building permit so then the Regional 
District says "well so and so has built something on this place" and then the taxes 
will change. They go hand and hand there. In fact we had quite a battle some years 
ago, they brought in a teacherage to school. They moved it in from Red Rock and 
they put a preserved wood foundation under it, one of those preserved wood deals. 
And the school is on a piece of property that was originally ... I guess back in the 
20s, was donated from my Dad's original property, this 2 acres for the school. So 
it's still the same lot number but there's a district lot number but there's a 
subdivision lot number that somebody missed and Bev and I got the bill, the extra 
bill for the improvements on this farm for this preserved wood foundation. And 
we had quite a battle going before we get it out. It's different. It's different. 

James: So the thing you like the most is sort of the pioneer spirit? 

Ivan: Yeah and we used to be able to make our way. 

James: And now that's gone? 

Ivan: It is. It really is. Everybody you know, every thing we've got we've done 
ourselves. We've never had a grant or anything and now they push it at you. They 
push it at you. 
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James: Tie you to debt. 

Bev: Well we don't. 

Ivan: The government is pushing grants at you to do this and do that and it makes 
you dependent on it I guess. We don't go for it. 

James: So would you consider that one of the negative aspects of living in 
Dome Creek, that the pioneer spirit is gone? 

Ivan: It is. It really is. People don't do that anymore. They can't live like this 
anymore. They don't .... You know, it's a thing of the past eh. 

James: That's too bad. I mean you guys are comfortable. 

Bev: Oh, we're comfortable. 

James: Good cookies anyway. 

Ivan: They happen to be baked on propane. A lot of times a Higman wood stove. 

James: They tasted great, a lot better than what I buy at Overwaitee, that's 
for sure. 

Ivan: We think of that poor young Mountie that was down here that time, a couple 
of years ago. He had a happening at our neighbours place up here. He's a rancher 
that had passed away. So a Mountie and this fellow's widow were down here and 
Bev just was making a big batch of homemade bread, which we always have, 
making cinnamon buns, and this poor Mountie comes down and we said, "well in 
a few minutes we'll have hot cinnamon buns", but he couldn't wait. He had to go 
and he was heartbroken I think. "Is that a wood stove?" And he says, "does it still 
work?" He had to leave before the buns came out of the oven. 

James: You were talking earlier ... I guess in the older days, was there much 
separation between rich and poor people? 

Ivan: Everybody was poor. That was the thing I think. That was the secret 
everybody was pretty poor. We always had a few that did better you know, fancier 
houses and that, but everybody was on a pretty equal playing field. 

James: So when you say poor do you mean if you wanted could you put a 
little money aside or just enough to get by? 
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Ivan: No, we never did. Most didn't. 

Bev: We couldn't ... the earlier years, I mean, you keep the food and kids clothed 
and a roof over your head. 

Ivan: That was top priority. 

Bev: That was from the time we got married. 

Ivan: Food and shelter and that's all that really mattered. 

Bev: Up until the 60s. Until Ivan got with the bush and that and got ahead. 

James: In the logging? 

Bev: Yeah. 

James: As a faller, right? 

Ivan: We never did ... we invested every cent we made. 

Bev: Everything went back into the farm eh. 

Ivan: And we made some investments that did pay off but otherwise we invested 
every cent. Always, every blinking cent we made. When I first went to work for 
Northwood, that was on a salary and it was ... 

Bev: Didn't know what we were going to do with that $700 a month. 

Ivan: I wouldn't mind telling you, that was in '71 was it? Or '72? And I got $750 
a month and I didn't know what we were going to do with it but we sure got that 
figured out quick enough. That was a lot of money. But we never did ... never 
saved, never had a savings account. Everything was invested back ... 

James: Did your lifestyle change much when you started getting a steady 
wage? 

Ivan: I don't think so. 

Bev: It made life a little easier I guess. 

Ivan: The clothes got a little better I guess, that's about all. 

Interview #47 Ivan and Bev Westerland July 5, 2000 40 



James: New checkered shirt? 

Ivan: Yeah. Not too much. We also got a company vehicle. That was one thing 
that was a big benefit. 

James: So when you were commuting back and forth ... 

Ivan: That was always a company vehicle and I always was in good enough terms 
that we could use it for pleasure as well. That was something that was a bonus that 
we always got. We were lucky. A lot of them didn't but we were lucky. They said 
"where you're living, if you want to go to town, take the truck". No problem. 
They'd call on the radio and tell you about something to do or something. Yeah, 
we always had a company truck. 

James: So it was a good company to work for? 

Ivan: Yeah. 

James: Now as far as differences in race and ethnicity, you said there was an 
East Indian group here for awhile? 

Ivan: Yeah, there was. That was when I was a little kid. They were in the 
sawmills. 

James: That was in ... 

Ivan: That was in Bend. But they were in different mills too. You'd see them on 
the trains or see them in Prince George. 

James: Did they have different jobs or did they live in a different part of 
town in Bend or do you remember that sort of thing? 

Ivan: Well some of them must have batched because I can remember when I was a 
little guy, of course my parents were great gardeners, and I can remember them 
coming when I was 4, 5 years old and bargaining for vegetables and that, so they 
must have lived ... they might have batched. They maybe didn't live in the camp. 
But there wasn't a lot of racial problems, I don't think. Do you think so? 

Bev: I can't think of ... I've just been sitting here thinking about it and I don't 
think there was any. 

Ivan: I don't think there was either, not with the natives either. Not with the 
natives. 
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James: Did you have a large native population here? 

Ivan: Well we had a reserve at Shelley. 

Bev: And there was no racial thing going on with them. 

Ivan: There was nothing wrong with them. They were ... there was a little racial .... 
you know my parents were Swedish and they spoke Swedish at home all the time. 
My sister was 8 years older than me and she couldn't speak English when she 
started school and I didn't learn Swedish. I understood it but I was too stubborn to 
ever speak it. So that was the difference in 8 years eh. There was some ... always a 
little bit between the different nationalities but nothing ... 

Bev: No racial discrimination. 

Ivan: Not really too much, no. 

James: More just if people were at odds it was just because they were having 
troubles. 

Ivan: Yeah, they were at odds and always some races looking down on others a 
little bit but it wasn't too bad, I don't think so. 

James: Over they years that you've been here, did you see many foreign 
immigrants coming into the Dome Creek area? 

Ivan: We had ... 

Bev: We had Portuguese. 

Ivan: Yeah, we had Portuguese. We had ... the only problem I think, where people 
really felt ... like Portuguese went to work on the railroad. They were peasants. 
Everybody thought they were sort of ... they went for the low jobs, like the 
railroad track people, and they became very successful. 

Bev: They became very successful. 

Ivan: Like the East Indians do today, you know. They might live a few families in 
a house til things got going, they had a good system. But the only time that I can 
say that we had a little problem was when the revolt in Hungary ... there was some 
Hungarians come over here ... when would that be? The 60s when they had that 
revolt in Hungary. And there was some pretty bad dudes come with them. There 
was ... I can remember one guy that used to sit here in the bunkhouse and he had a 
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stileto and that's all he did was sharpen that knife. They made you uneasy. But 
they didn't harm anybody. 

James: Did you see a big influx of Hungarian people? 

Ivan: There was quite a few. There was quite a shipment of the displaced ones that 
came in one influx, and of course the reason we saw them here was because a 
partner in Red Rock was Hungarian. That's probably the reason we saw them. 

Bev: He brought them. 

Ivan: But they disappeared quick. They don't stay long. In fact there was some of 
them, I'm sure it was 3 Hungarians that started ... they only worked a short while 
on this line, on the east line, and they got a few paycheques and they went down to 
Vancouver and they became, I'm sure it was Laurentide Finance. The guy said 
they started moving money out of their shirt pocket on the street and they became 
a finance company, yeah. They're business people. But we never had ... there was 
always .... feelings between the prairie workers and the local people, always. 

James: In what ways? 

Ivan: Well it was ... they were tough competition for work eh. They were good 
workers and they worked sometimes cheaper, and they were good workers. 

James: This was in the mills or was this falling as well? 

Ivan: No, this was the bush work. Yeah usually always the bush work. And they 
just came back winter after winter like, and it was hard to break into that crew 
because the same crew came back every year. 

James: So would they say they worked for less? 

Ivan: Well, this was going ... when I went into the bush, like this was already in 
effect so I can't say what the start up was, what it was like to start with, but they 
needed them. They needed them to start with. They were good workers. 

James: What year did you go in the bush again? 

Ivan: I started in the bush in 1951, I guess, was when I started. 

Bev: When you got out of highschool. 

Ivan: '49, '50, '51. 
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James: It's interesting they'd take a lower wage? 

Ivan: Well that's the way ... 

Bev: There was nothing at Alberta at that time. They had to ... 

Ivan: There was lots of that. I mean you didn't have unions. Unions were needed 
at that time. But nowadays they get a little bit too much eh. And you could 
manage your company, you could manage your operations so much easier if you 
could choose the people for the job rather than have to choose them from a list eh. 
You could run things more efficiently. 

James: Best person for the job. 

Ivan: Yeah, and there was .... I can remember times when I was guilty of it myself 
and I know lots of guys, if they could do the job better, they'd get the job. And if 
they could do it more efficiently, especially on piece work, somebody says that I 
can do that successfully for a dollar, it cost me $1.10 now, you get the job. And 
you know, it made for a better operation because you got the quality worker. It 
was a good system actually I think. 

James: Did the mills ever play any role in the community get-togethers? 

Ivan: Oh yeah, they did. Some of the mills ... I don't know if they did that much 
here really. Not as a company. Sinclair Mills did. Sinclair Mills and Giscome 
were noted for that. Like Sinclair Mills, the original owner manager at Sinclair 
Mills would sit down in the fall and hand write a short letter to his winter 
employees to come back to work. He was that type of a person. He built houses 
for his married people. It was a company town. I think they paid some pittance but 
not much. It was a company town. And it was one of the wealthiest people on the 
line were at Sinclair Mills. They did better than anybody. 

James: Were you ever related to Sinclair Mills at all? 

Ivan: No, no. It was completely out of this world because it was just a railroad, 
there was no way to get there. But he was a tremendous man and his people did 
very well. 

James: And that was actually I guess Mr. Sinclair? 

Ivan: No, his name was McFee. McFee was his last name. 

James: I wonder where the Sinclair comes from? 
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Ivan: I don't know. Oh, it might have been a Sinclair there too. Yeah, there could 
have been a Sinclair there but McFee was the one I'm thinking of. And Giscome 
was Roy Spurr and it was much the same. Same sort of deal. You know guys 
would come in there, like by gosh, a fellow that came with my mother from the 
old country, he started working there shortly after he came to Canada in 1926 and 
he was there til Northwood bought it. You know, they never left eh. They had 
company houses and steady ... pretty near steady work. 

James: So at one time there was never really a loss for work. If a person 
wanted a job, he'd probably get a job? 

Ivan: Get a job any time, yeah. Just about anytime yeah. It used to be really good 
here then. There wasn't much unemployed ... lots of unemployment but not at the 
peak seasons. At the right times of year you could get a job here anytime. These 
places, like Dome Creek and these small places, it was a little tough. But if you 
wanted to go out to another place there was no problem. 

James: Out to another place say to Sinclair or ... 

Ivan: Yeah, Sinclair or Giscome or Prince George. There was always .... But like 
I say, the guy that gives you the job, you might work for 2 weeks and his cheque 
may be no good too. And maybe conditions were working ... like the place I 
worked when Bev and I were going together, you didn't want to cut your kindling 
too small for the stove, it would fall through the cracks in the floor. It was alright 
and the food was pretty good, you know, but it was very, very plain and boarding 
conditions were terrible. You had to haul your drinking water for miles but most 
places were the same. Couple of guys in a shack of rough lumber and it was pretty 
good. You were warm and fed. 

James: Either of you can answer this question ... now you worked for 11 
years for the school board, did many other women work outside of the home 
in Dome Creek? 

Bev: Not in those ... well there wasn't anything for them to do. 

James: Well it sounds like you were busy with the farm too. 

Bev: Yeah. There wasn't a lot of ... 

Ivan: It was actually ... you know the reason that Bev went to work was we got in a 
pinch when this hydro line come in. That was really when you started to work. 

Bev: I'd worked before that ... 
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Ivan: Yeah but then you left. 

Bev: I stopped and then I thought "well I'll go back" and then I just stayed. 

Ivan: We got in a pinch because like I was telling you, it came in on a frontage tax 
and we were hit pretty hard because we had ... 

Bev: We had a lot of property. 

Ivan: A lot of pieces of property. And they wanted to ... the original plan was 9.82 
mils over 20 years. That's a pretty heavy tax. And we were the two ranchers and 
we were the ones that really got hurt because most of the people had very low 
value properties and their homeowner grant would take care of it pretty well so 
they got it pretty good. So the two of us went to war with Regional District and we 
said, "look it, we can't face that tax for 20 years. You give us a bill up front and 
we'll see if we can handle it", so we did. But we had to borrow the damn money 
to do that. 

James: For hydro, you don't even have now . 

. Ivan: Well yeah, we could have got it but when we borrowed the money up front 
and we paid it so we were tax free and then there was more grants came in and 
more customers came in, many of them fictitious customers and they came in and 
they each got a $10,000 grant eh for these hookups that don't exist [inaudible??]. 

James: I'm a little bit lost there. 

Ivan: Dome Creek had 42 customers and 24 of them aren't here. That gives you 
an idea of the scope. Some of them hauled a little building on the back of a pickup 
and set it on their property and got a hook-up. So for that hook-up, Hydro gives 
them a $10,000 grant towards the project. So all this went in. When it ended up ... 
all the grants and everything paid for the line but they wouldn't give us our tax 
money back until they closed the project and once they closed the project, then we 
didn't get the benefits of the project to bring the power down from the road down 
to here, which would be, at that time, about 5 poles, $5,000 bucks eh, which we 
don't have. Besides, we have to wire our whole place. This is wired. 

Bev: Up to specs. 

Ivan: up to specs. We have two wells, one for the cows and one for ourselves and 
wells are very expensive to wire. Nobody bothered with that. They just did it the 
slap happy way. But we were scared to try that. They offered to give us what they 
called a farm pole out to the yard here, they'd bring the line to that but then they 
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said, "how long are you going to be before you'll hook up", and I told them "we 
can't tell you. If you tell me how much you're going to pay for our calves next 
year, maybe I can give you an estimate". So we finally just said "leave us alone". 
But it was probably a bad move. We should have [inaudible??] at them I guess. 
Maybe we would have been better off. We would have had power but we would 
have had to borrow more money. 

James: It doesn't seem like you're that bad off without the power. 

Ivan: Really, Bev went to work to pay off that ... it was only $3512 you know, but 
when your ... our take home income ... you wouldn't believe this, our clear income 
on this ranch, from 365 days work, was usually $7-9000. That's what we had left 
at the end of the year, when everything was paid. 

James: What time period was this around? 

Ivan: This is right up to seven years ago. This is what we drew out of it. But then 
you've got to consider too that most of our food was free, a lot of it. And a lot of 
... our pickup was a write off, our fuel was a write off and we had to pay a 
percentage of that pickup for personal use. But there was many of these things 
were a benefit. But our take home pay, that's what it was so you're looking at 
paying back a loan, you can't do it. You still have to raise the family. And you 
know, Bev didn't get a great deal of money from the school but it was a big help. 
And then also she got the medical benefits eh. 

James: I never thought of that. 

Bev: Oh yeah, I took everything I could get as far as benefits. 

James: Was there a place, if women wanted to get together? 

Bev: Well in the earlier years, we did have a women's club but it sort of fizzled. 

Ivan: I don't know what the difference is, why the people .... You know, the old 
timers, we didn't have much for organizers, everybody ... 

[end of side two] 

James: We were talking about gender relations ... so were there women's 
groups? 

Bev: Yeah, there was one women's ... ladies auxiliary. And we had that going for 
quite a few years. 
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Ivan: That was to the school. 

Bev: That was to the school kids, just to the school and we worked strictly for the 
school. 

James: So what types of things would you have? 

Bev: Oh, we'd have bazaars and bake sales and a meeting once a month. Always 
women ... every woman in Dome would go to it and make quilts or whatever. You 
know it was young and old in there. 

James: Now is there still a women's group? 

Bev: No, there hasn't been for many years. 

James: What was the last, around about? 

Ivan: They were going to put them all in jail so they had to give it up. 

Bev: We had a baseball. The women had a baseball team. There was enough here. 
And then we were told that ... what did they tell us? That we had to have a ... 

Ivan: They had an illegal organization. A community organization is registered 
and they weren't and they got squabbling back and forth and they got 'er shut 
down. 

Bev: Yeah, and that was the end of our group. And that would have been ... 

Ivan: That was a good group. 

Bev: In the 60s I guess. 

James: Because they said you had an illegal organization, geez. Was there a 
men's group at all? 

Ivan and Bev: No. 

Ivan: There's never been anything like that that I can ever think of anyway. 

James: Getting back to the foreign immigrants, we pretty much covered that. 
And there was never a problem with new people coming into the community 
and ... 
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Ivan: Oh nothing too bad. Nothing too bad. You know, some people were looked 
down on ... I can remember people coming in here with a cardboard box and their 
kids were running around naked sometimes and people looked down on them. 

Bev: Nothing racial. 

Ivan: Nothing racial. 

James: Is there anything else you'd like to add? What was the best part of 
living in the area or anything you want to put on tape that you think should 
be on tape that's important? 

Bev: Community spirit in the earlier years was wonderful. 

Ivan: It was a wonderful place, years, and years and years ago. It really was. 

James: So the next question is why do you think that changed? 

Ivan: I don't know. Influx of people that weren't from the country or something. I 
don't know what to say to that one. 

James: From Canada or just this area you mean? 

Ivan: Bush kids I guess. You know you can ... you can talk to any people, any 
older people, especially, or even younger people and you can pick from their 
attitude just about that they were farm raised or whether they weren't. They're a 
pretty individual group, today especially, compared to others. Can't put a finger 
on that. 

James: Is there anything you'd like to ask me? 

Ivan: I don't know. What have you got to cook? You've got something. 

Bev: Well sure but he's got an appointment. 

Ivan: At what time he'll be back. 

Bev: If you wanted to come back for dinner, you're welcome. 

James: Well thank you. If it doesn't go too late. I got here at 2:00 and it's 
already ... 

Bev: That's okay. We don't have a set... 
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Ivan: How long will you be? You don't know. 

James: Yeah, that's it. It depends on how it goes. I've just got to get down to 
the one place. I'll just turn the tape off now. Thanks. 

[end of transcript] 
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Ivan & Bev Westerlund: Summary 
Interviewed on 07 /05/00 

By James Squissato 

In 1917, Mr. Westerlund's father came to Dome Creek from the Kootenay area after 
emigrating from Sweden. He was born in Dome Creek. Mrs. Westerlund came to Dome 
Creek from Prince George after she married Mr. Westerlund in 1955. The Westerlunds 
are now beef ranchers, but have been dairy farmers as well. However, in the past, Mr. 
Westerlund was also a logger, and Mrs. Westerlund worked as a teaching assistant and 
secretary for the local school for 11 years. 

Their strongest memories of Dome Creek are raising their children and farming. They 
both spoke of the great amount of change in the community after Highway 16 was 
completed. Mr. Westerlund spoke of the large number of Scandinavian single males who 
lived in Dome Creek during the 40s and 50s. He also stated that during the 40s and early 
50s, there were a significant number of East Indian people in Dome Creek, as well as 
Bend, the community just across the river. The couple were easy people to interview and 
they offered a great deal of information. 

Additional Contacts 

Eva Blangy she is 80 years old and has Ii ved in Dome Creek most of her life 
Lena Schultz in Dome Creek 
Allan and Rusty Howe in Dome Creek 
Guy and Jan Norton in Dome Creek 553-2327 
Hugh Perkins in Dome Creek 553-2313 



CONSENT FORM 

The Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project is examining the history of the communities along 

the Upper Fraser river, and how they have changed over time, especially with changes in the forest 

industry. The purpose of this interview is to better understand how these transformations 

affected the everyday lives of people who lived and worked in these communities. 

-\--~v 
Name of Participant:<,,~ 0?);/~ 

Placeofinterview: 3.) ~ ~ 8e. 
Mailing Address of Participant ·__.,_}t.-....c.~~....,JJ..=. ...... J""""""L __ ,--~---,.-,-----------
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My participation in this research is voluntary. I may end my participation in the project at any time 

and withdraw my information from the project at any time. Within the research project, my 

participation may be acknowledged but not directly linked with specific information. 

Resulting from my participation in this community based research project whether they are audio, 

video, or photographic, and the resulting translations and/or transcriptions and/or images (e.g. 

maps, calendars, timelines, genealogies) will be used for the following research purposes: 

I. Scholarly and other Publications and/or Presentations about the Project 

2. Project Reports 

3. Poster(s), Web Page(s), and/or Display(s) 

Approval A: I understand that recordings, transcriptions and/or images may be used by other 

scholars and/or researchers interested in the history of the Upper Fraser River region. I give 
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permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings to the appropriate archival 

depositories to be mutually agreed upon by the researcher(s) and me. 

~,a)~ 

~~ 
Signature of Participant 

Approval B: If you do not want to release your interview and the information you have provided 

for public use immediately and to protect your privacy, transcripts of this interview will only be 

made available to public archives after a ten year period has elapsed from the time of completion of 

the project. 

I give permission to the researchers to deposit copies of my recordings only after this period to the 

;J;~:Jtobe ~ erese=her(s)~dme. 

Signature of Participant ate 

I agree to the use of information I provide according to the conditions stated above. 

Signature(s) of Researchers 

For more information about the project, Dr. Aileen A. Espiritu (name of Gail Fondahl, Greg 

Halseth, Tracy Summerville or Aileen A. Espiritu of UNBC will be inserted here, depending on 

interviewer and sub-topic) may be contacted at (250) 960-6684 ( correct extension will be inserted 

here). My name is -:S-1...S9t~~ (name of interviewer will be inserted) and I can be 

reached through the above professor. 
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Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project 
University of Northern British Columbia 
3333 University Way 
Prince George, B.C. 
V2N 4Z9 

Mr. and Mrs. Westerlund 
General Delivery 
Dome Creek, B.C. 
VOJ lHO 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Westerlund: 

July 11, 2000 

It was a pleasure discussing the history of Dome Creek and Bend with you. Thank-you 
for taking the time to be interviewed. Oral history is an important component of the 
Upper Fraser Historical Geography Project. Your memories will greatly enhance the 
research project, as well as contribute to the telling of an important local history. It was 
particularly interesting to hear your recollections about the change that occurred after the 
highway was completed. Your recollections of various ethnic groups in the area is also 
very informative. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns feel free to contact the primary 
researchers or the Project Coordinator at the following numbers: 

Gail Fondahl, Associate Professor, Geography 
Greg Halseth, Associate Professor, Geography 
Aileen Espiritu, Assistant Professor, History 
Tracy Summerville, Assistant Professor, Political Science 
Laura Ryser, Project Co-ordinator 

Thank-you again, your help was greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen Espiritu, 
Assistant Professor, History 

(250) 960-5856 
(250) 960-5826 
(250) 960-6684 
(250) 960-6637 
(250) 960-5320 

James Squissato 
Project Interview~r 


